MINUTES OF THE 223rd STATED MEETING OF THE PHILADELPHIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION -
2 Maxch 1978
F. Otto Heas, Chairmen

Presents ¥, Otto Haas, Chairman of the Commission
Janet S. Klein, Vice Chairmen of the Commission
Mrs, James C, Crumlish, Jr,
The Hone John B. Kelly, Jr., Comcilman-at-Large
Edward Pinkeowslki
Val Hogensen, Executive Assistent Director of Finance
Herbert W, Levy, A.I.A., Architectural Advisor to the Cmisaim
Richard Tyler, Historian
Patricls Siemiontkowski, Executive Assistant to the Chalyman

Alsos Dr, Vistor C. Rambo, a retired Ophthalmologist, conscerning Wills m
Hospital, 1601 Spring Carden Street.

Unless otherwise noted, all actions tsken herein are the results of
notions correctly made, secondsd and cerried.

THE MINUTES of the Stated Meeting, 2 February 1978, were epproved and
dirested to be filed.

REFORTS
The Rnport of the Architectural Committes, 15 Pebruary 1978, Herbert
W. Levy, Acl.A., Chairman, The report was epproved snd dinctad to
be filed with the officisl copy of the Minutes.

Reconmendations by the Staff for the Certification of Buildings, Richard
Tylu" mmmo

At the request of the owners, the Historieal Commission voted to
certdfy the following bulldings:

3301 Powelton Avenus
3303 Powelton Avenue
3305 Powelton Avenue
3307 Powelton Avenus
3309 Powelton Avenue
3311 Peowelton Avenus
3315 Powslton Avenus

3500 Powelton Avenue
3502 Poweltor Avenue
350l Powelton Avenus
3506 Powelton Avenus
3508 Powelton

3510 Powelton

3512 Powelton Avenue
351} Powelton Avenue
3516 Powelton Avenue

3518-20 Powelton Avenue
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Mr. Pinkowski suggested that photographs of the remainder of the
row of the 3300 bloek of Powelton Avenue (3315 to 3331) be taken
and the buildings evaluated for certification by the Commission.

Report on Historical Commission Staff Activities, Richard Tyler,
Historian. MNr. Tyler's report for the month of February was
approved and directed to be filed with the offieial copy of
the Minutes,

OLD BUSINESS

Wills Eye Hospital, 1601 Spring Gardsn Street. Dr. Vietor C. Rembo, -
a retired ophthalmologist, attended the Historieal Comrission meeting
and presented to the Cosmission members a history of the Wills :
Hospital. He reported on the hospitsl's conversicn frem an institetion
founded to serve the indigent to & doctors' hospitel and siressed
its importance to the history of medieine in Philadelphia. Dr.
Rambo stromgly urged the preservation and reuse of the Wills Hospital
buildingatléﬂl&pﬁngﬂardm&mtwhiehuﬂlbe?mhd shortly
uhsn Wills moves to a new location at Ninth and Spruse Streets.

The Chairmen explained to Dr. Rembo that the Spring Garden Street
building had, indsed, been eertified by the Histeries) Commissien
and thet the building would reeeive the protecticn afforded it by
that designation. He noted, however, that the powers of the ‘
Historieal Commission are limited to & jurisdiction over alterstions
and demolitions and that the Commission eoculd not require the
continued use of the building as & hospitel as suggested by Dr.
Rambo. .

Dr. Rembo questioned the posaibility of nominating Wills Hospital

to the National Register of Historie Places. Mr. Tyler pointed

out that epplication for inclusion in the federal register could be
made but that to be entered into the register a building must be

at least fifty years old., Wills Hospitel is only forty-six years old,

Dr. Rambo was thanked for presenting his eoncern %o the Commissian
and assured that the Historieal Commission would encourage the preasr-
vation and reuss of the Wills Hospital building,

NEW BUSINESS

Joln Wenamaker House, 2032 Welnut Street. Mr, Tyler reported to the
Commission on his inspection of the Wenamasker house following a
recent fire which all but gutted the interior of the house., Al
thetmwtobestahlo,themin&rorthobnﬂdmgwuin
danger of collapsing, The Historian informed the Commission members
that he would ask Nick Gisnopolus, a Siructural engineer to evaluate



STATED MEBTING 3 2 March 1978
HEW BUSINESS (Comt'd)

the condition of the building with him and Herbert ILevy and the bullding
inspectors from the Department of Llocenses and Inspections. Mr.
Pinkowskl wlll inspect the bullding as well. The Comuission agreed
that if 1%t was the consensus of all those in attendance at this mesting
that the building posed an imminent threat to the publlie, permission

to demolish would bs granted immediately upon the presentationof a
demalition permit application.

A Place in Time, Natienal Trust for Historie Preservation film,
“Pollowing the discussion of the sbove matters, the film, A Place
in Time, was shoun, The £ilm documented the growth of the preser-
vation movement in the United States and fooused on its many facets
from the restoration of a single house to the revitalisation of

neighborhoods and commercial districts.

There being no further business, the mesting adjourned at lisl5 P.. M,
Respectfully submitted,

Patricia Siemtontkewsici .
Exscutive Assistant to the Chalman

/pas



