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: MINUTES OF IHE._ 217th STATED MEETING OF THE FHILADELPHIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION
1 Ssptember 1977
F, Otto Hamss, Chairman

Fresent: - The Hem. Jehn B, Kelly, Jr. s Comcilman-at-Largs
L Val Hogensen, Exscutive Assistant Dirsstor of Financs
- Edward Pinkowskl
Eerbert W, Levy, A.I.A., Architectural Advisor o the Commizsion
David Rosenblum, Esq., Assistant City Solielter, Law Department
Richard Tyler, Historian

. Unlsss othertiss h@:t.@d, &ll actions taken herein are the resulis of
motions gorrestly made, seconded and earried.

THE MINUTES of the Stated Heating, L August 1977, were approvad and directed to
R be filed, R
HEPORTS
- The Rsport of the Architectursl Comniltee, Herbert W, Levy, Chairman, for

17 August 1977, Mr. Levy and Hr. Tyler drew the particular adtantion

- of the Commission to the requast for the demclition of Lo7, 109 and
411 South Secend Street. The Hiztorian reportsd on the findings of
Nicholas Gianopulos, P.E., end reccmasndsd thet he Commizsien
sonsent to ths razing of faO'? and 109 South Secend Sireet at cnes, but
that 1% imposs ths dalay of six menths cn li11 Ssuth Secend Streab as

. provided by ordinanee of City Couneil. He also suggeztsd that the
omner/developsr ba urgsd to brmee 411 South Second Strset and the
Koss Houss at the southsast cormer of Ycuth Szecnd gnd Pins Streets
and-to securs ths bulldings against tha wsather,
Af%ar some discussion, the Cumission detemmined that Hr. Tyler
should epproach the cwner/davelcper snd sugzsst that they sesk only
the demolition of 407 and 409 South Seccnd Street and that thay take
@ppropriate msasures O preserve and restors 4i1 South Second Strest
and the Rosa Houss, If ths cemer/developer agreas to this, the staff
may &pprove s demolition pemmit applicdtion at cmee Loz LO7 and ko9

Bouth Sacond Street. Should the ounet/dsvaloper decline to accept
this solution, the Commimsion voted to dany the application for .
demolition for six months and direetad the Hiatsrian to ask ths
Departmant of Licanses and Inspections to keep the buildings under
its surveillance and Yo report to ths Commissien should an inminently
dangerous condition arise.
¥ith this modification, the Report was epproved and dirscted to be
filed with the official oopy of the Minubes..

Recommendations by the Staff for the Certifieation of Buildings, Richard Tyler,
Historian, The Commission votad to refer the request for the certifica-
tden of the Drake Hotel, 1512 Spruce Strest; to the Architectural
Conmitiee for an. evaluatien. ' . :
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Report on Historieal Commissi=mm Staff Activitiss for the menth of duguat,

#ohard Yylar, Historian. Mr. Tyler's raport mms approved angd
diresied o be filsd with the officisl sopy of the Minutes,
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NEW BUSINESS

The Tax Reform Aet of 1576 and Fasads Bsssmente, Riehed Tyler, Historisn.

Upen the reapsst of severel private persons and elvie azgroviabions,
the Histerien laid the question of the sppropristsnsss of the g
Conmission's rocsiving facade sasenenta wider the Tsx Reform Aet
of 1976 and rscommendsd that the Commisaion nod bevcme the recipl-nt
of emsements owing to its lask of resourees oo wodertake such a
progrem. In view ef 3his and the sbsencs of a munieipal pelisy
the issus, the Ceamissien eoneurred with the Historian's rOermmendas

Eden Hall, Ths Hen. Jehn B, Kelly, Jr., Cownsilman-ai-Large, Having

recelved a sopy of a lstter from Francis 3, Ledersr to Mr, *ylsr
conssraing Eden Bell, Councilman Kelly requestsd a report on the
status of the buildings, Mr. Tyler reviewed his recent visit %o

Eden Hall snd his conversations with represcntatives of other

City agencies. The Cormission referred Edsn Hall 20 the Architoetural
Conmities for an evaluation of the. appropristensss of certilying

the buildinga or a portion of them. .

Therse bedng no further businsss, the nmesting adjourmned st 4330 p.m.

Respeotfully submitisd,

Richerd Tyler
Hiatorisn
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