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PHILADELIPHIA HiSTGRICAL CCRARUSSION
D R & F 7

THE TWENTY -NINTH MESTING OF THE PHILADELPHTA SISTORICAL COMMISSION
Januery 27, 1959
Held in the Comaission's office, 634 City Hall at 3130 P. M.
Fresent were: Mrs. Richardson Dilworth
Mr. Harry A. Batten
Mr. R. Borris Willlams, IT.
Mr. Charlss E. Peterson
Mr. ¥illlam J. Schwabve, regresenting Commissioner Gennetti
¥r, Harry G. McDowell, reprezenting Mr, HcConnell
Mr, George I. Lovait, City Architect

Dr. Margaret B. Tinkcom, Historian
Mra. Charies J. Maurer, Exescutive Secretary

Mr, CGrant M. Simon, Chairman.

THE MINUTES for Januvary 6, 1959, were epproved with two corrections..
DR, TINRCOM'S REPQET

Mr. Clerk Zantzinger, Jr. offered to have the certlfied buildiangs in the
Soclety Bill area plotted on an ocutline mep, if the Comzission would supply the
m2p. 4n enlarged copy wes obtained from the Redevelopment Authority snd glven
to Mr., Zantzinger, At this date, it is finished roughly, eech individual cert-
ified building eppecring on it. The Commission will soon recelve it.

Mlss idele Rudolph, redired Public School teacher, at one time supsrvisor
of Elementary Industrial Arb,.has been doing volunteer work for the Commission
at the Historical Sceciety of Penngylvania, gatheriog information from esrly
numbers of the PIRANSYLVANTA GAZETTE snd meking & 1ist of the Society!s prints end
ﬁld photographs of intersst to the Commission. Mrs. Tinkeom asked the Commission
to consider an honorarium for Mizs Rudolph, for the exesllent work she is doing.
Mr. Baitten moved and it was seconded, that a contract be glven Miss Rudolph for
$500, to be paid quarterly st the, rste of 125,00 a guarter,

W Prlseosy  Guaassancne e
f\I-i'r. Moser of the Depertment of Streets, hag in his Jurisdietion, & great

neny valuable maps of Philadelphia which sre not being used. He would be happy

to have these maps given into this Comnissionts custody and suggested that s



»
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That a letter be sent to Streets Commissioner Smallwood, from the Chaimman, re-
quasting permission to transfer the maps from Mr. Moser's office to thisg Com-
mission. Dr. Tinkcom was reguested to write this letter for the Chairman's
signsture. It was slso reported that theré are some exbremely valuable manusceript
maps In the same Department and these ought to be photographed on lerge size film
for the Commission's records.

The City Planning Commlssion called the office to say that Marshallts Court
and the several banks on the north side of Chestnut Street betwzen Fourth and
Fifth Streets, are in danger of belng demolished. It was suggésted that Mr,
Simon write to Mr. M. 0. Mnderson, asking for further information on the National
Park Service's plans for Marshsll's Court, that the Commigsion hopes that they
might be saved. Mra. Tinkcom was directed to report to the Plsnning Commission
that the Philadelphis Historiecal Commlssion is studying ths Mid-ninetheenth Cen-
tury banikk buildings on €hestnut Strest.

The Chairman ésked Mr. Peterson to eocllect sufficlent data on the banks os
that the Commission might eertify them if 1t saw fit; Mr. Peterson agreed to do
what he could
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

1., Kirkbride's., Mr. Williems was asked if he had any report. BHs had not.

It was reported that an auction of the furmishings will be held by the
Freeman Galleries on February 2 and 3

2. The City Architectl!s library. The Chalrman reported that, through the

kindness of Mr. Lovatt, the Commission has become custodien of these
baluable beoks and will do its beqt to preservs them,

3. Hnad Houge of the Second Street Marxet. Mr, Lovatt showed plans that

had been prepared for its restoration, saying that the City is now

taking bids for the Head House and the first three bays of the market.
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Funds may become available from the Redevelopment futhority to continue
restoration of the market to Lombard Street. Mr, Lovatt reported that
alternate bids will be let. to take care of this additional restoration,
end of the paving., Another bid will be accepted for tighting, still
stother for buffer posts. Diseussion conceming the advigability of
using Belgian blocks ensued, It bwast brought to the Commission's attention
that these did not appear until/ ihc;u 1840%s. Other points of diffarénce
were discussed. The Chairman sald that if there mre any objections,
they should be Presented now for Mr. Bnmbaugh's attention., It was Re-
solved that the plens, as they staﬁd, be approved. In the meantime, be-
for the work actuelly begins, Mrl Peterson was urged to continue his
search for certain esrlieyw/ Z?Lzzzt showing 2 different srrangement of the
brick piers in the Market, whl,ch he once discovered and gtudied, A4
formal motion approving the signing of the plansg by the Chairman, wag
seconded,

It was also proposed that & formal approval of Mr. Lovattts work be
made at this meeting, This was done,

4Le Pennsvlvania Hogpital Nurses Home. The Chalrman remlnded the Commission

that the Board of Managers of the Hospital, had agreed to review the
materials they intend to use, with this Commission.
NEW BUSINESS:

312 Delancey Street. Mr. Simon briefly stated the facts; That according
to the present plan, this house will be demolished fop the Greenway;
that Mr, Farber, the oEner, wishes to restore it, if the Greenway ecan be
shifted to permit its preservation. My, Simon added that Mr. Andrade

~ ' 1s amenable %o changing the valkway to St. Peteris so £Mt this distin-

gulshed house might be spared demolition, Dp. Tinkcom'!s report on Robert
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Blackwell, Bishop White's assistent st Christ Church & St. Petert!s for
thirty years, and the owner of 312 Delancey, was mentioned. The Commission

approved the preservation of this house,

NEW BUSINESS, continued,

~
o

mate

The secretary was asted to read Dean Perkins! letter of recent date,in which
he expregsed himself as being deeply indebted to the Commission for its co-
operation with the City Planning Commission in regard tc the plans for re-
habilitating Washington Square, East,
Mr. Simon reported that he, Mr. Sydney Martin ang Mr. Andrade had spent
se¥ersl hours ingpecting the buildings certified as historie, which the
Redevelopment Authority intends to demolish, Most of these seemed legiti-
to Mr. Simen, though he questioned the demolition of 216 and 218 St. James
Street, which are one and a half story dwellings, Research on these houges
is in proecess, A map prepared by the Authority was consulted, ang the
Chairman deseribed the rest of the properties scheduled fop demolition,
Dr. Tinkcom was asked to have the research staff gather informetion on the
elghty-two properties which are to be rehabilitated and to maxe arrangements
to have the Q1d Philadelphia Develppment Corporation finance thig study.

Mr. Peterson objected to the propesed destruction of Staffordts Tevern
and the Benjamin Pagehall house st the corner of Spruce and Mattis streeta,
These are two of the oldest and most pleturesque houses on the street and

the sites are not ndded, he believes, for anything new,

The Commissionts office Tequires: OChairs. Those in use to-day, have been
borrowed. Mr. Schwabe reported that he is gtill looking for others which
would be suitable for this Toom. He also agreed %o see if & letter-aize file
might be avallable. Mr, Schwabe vetoed an air-ccanditioner, bub agreed to

see what could be done toward,obtaining the use of an electric fan for the

coming summer.
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The Chairmen remarked that the present Commission has now been funclioning
for three years and that, in his opinion, the time had come for the members to
consider the propriety of resigning, in order to give the Mayor an opportunity
to appoint another commission; if he so desired. This proposal was discussed.

Mr. Batten told the members that he 1s to have an appointment with Mayor
Dilworth the following day, that he will ask his pleasure on this point.

No action was taken.

SUBMISSIONS:
New bathrooms and clothes closets for the second floor of
the Chew Mansion, and a new bathroom for 233 Delancey Strest.

Neitner of these will alter the exteriors in any Way.

Ehé Meeting was adjourned at 4:50 P. M.

Respectfiully submitted, &ec.



