MINUTES OF THE 173xd STATED MEETING OF THE PHILADEIPHIA HISTORICAL CCMMISSION

18 Jannary 1973

Pregent: Dr, ¥Fo Otto Hags, Chelrmun
Charles R. Tyson, Viee Chelrman
Mra, Rogemary Crumlish
Béward Pinkewski
Willl=m A, Costeilo, Commissicner of Public Preperty
Henry Jo Magazinsr, A.I.A., Architsctural idvisexr to the Commissicn
Dr. Margaret B, Tinkeem, Histordan
Patricia Siewmicnthkouwskdi, Exscutive Sserstary
David Rosenblum, Esg., Assistant Cilty Solieitor
Mrs, Joseph Segsl, Philadelphia Redevelopment Authcriiy

Also: Thecdore Bartley, A.X.Aq, Awxchitect for the Pennsylvanis Hospital
‘Dorcthy Byrd, reportsr for the Evening snd Sumday FULLETIN,

Unlsss otherwise noted, all acticn taken hersir iz the result of
motions correctly made, secended and sarried.

THE MINUTES of the Stated Mesting, 7 Decembser 1972, were spproved with a
recomnendation that a copy of the proposed Fiscal 1974 Operating
Budget, =9 epproved by the Cammiszsicn, be zppendsd thersto.

REPORTS

The Reports of the Architectursl Cammities Ffor 19 Decmnber 1972 and
for 16 Januery 1973 wore spproved and dirsetsd ©o be Piled with
the offliclal copy of the Hinstes,

Staff Pecoomendaticns for Certifying Bulldings, Dr. Margered B. Tinkeom,
Higtorisn. There was no rsport this menth,

Report on Historical Comissicn Activities, Dr, Margarst B. Tinkeom,
Historian, Dr. Tinkeom's report for the menth of December and
part of Januery was spproved and directed to be filed with the
F.inutasca

OLD BUSINESS

7C0=14 Spruce Streset {Pemsylvania Hospital property), Mr. Henzy J.
Hagaginer, A.l.A. and Mr, Thecdore Bartley, A.I.4. The Chaimmsp
intreduced the matter relsting to these histerdieslly certified
buildings to the Board and asked Mr. Magagziner to begin the dissussiom.
A fact shest oublining the recent history {eccpy abtached) an 7CC=14
Spruce Street, prepered by Mr, Magaziver, was distributed to all
those present., This sheet cutlined the impuriance of these buildings
and the guesticn of their retentien or demoliitien.



B

MINUTES i8 Jameary 1973

0LD BUSTHESS

Adthengh the Historieal Cemmissicn had approved of the demolitien

of these certifizd bulldings, wn the expiraticon of the Board's

six menth withholding perdsd, it wes the cpinien ¢f Mr, Hagazinay
that; bacauge of now developments in pressrvgtion lome subgequent

1o the agreement af ths Pennsylvania Hospital with ths Rsdevalopment,
Authordity in 1963 calling for the demeliticn ef these buildings,

it would now be possible o pregerye 3t least the facades of the
structures, As Chalresn of the Philadeiphia Chapber of ths American
Institute of Architects® Crmmittes en Cengervation and Historde
Preservaticn, Mr, Mageginer protested the Historleal Commlssien®s
decigicn to spprove the demcliticn of thess buildings publicly

and organized 2 pieket ldne t9 call the attentien of the vublic

to these siructurss, Tolegrams wers sent to officlals in Harrdisburg
&nd Washingten and to cther interested perscns.

Hr, Bartley, architect for the Pammsyivania Hospital, requested
permissicn o veed to the Boerd Mr. Magaziner's telegrem eoncerning
the Spruce Street bulldings and the reply of Lynne Y. Abraham,
Executive Direstor of the Priladelphis Redevelopment Autherity,

to this telegram. (Copies of both are sttsched herswith.) ¥Nr.
Bartley ther peinted cut that whils it 1s net beyond the realm of
pesallbility that the Hospital conld build aroung these bulldings,
o do se would not allew the Hospital to develop ita out=patisnd
departzemt to meet the needs of ths commmaity.

Commissicner Costello quegtlicned the rszsen for this discusgien,
gince the Hisbordeal Camdssien ncw has no power Lo withhold s
demelitien permit., Dr. Heas replied that the matier wms en

the agsnda at Hr, Magasinerls ragusst. Since the Chalrman hed
acved ¢ release these buil dirgs, it was now nesessary for the
Borad to affirm his sctien, Cermissicner Costello agled that

the members of the Philadalphia Historical Commiasien etngider
the-gesd of {he City and the stmmmndty as well gs bhe preservaticn
of outldings inm this varticular instanes.

Dr, Tink:cm, gpealdng to the staff's poeitien st Coamd ggiener
Costelle’s reguest, pointed ot that the Pennsylvania Hospital
in January of 1972 was asked to review thelr plans for this block
In the Bght of the new developmants in historie preservaticn,
The Hospital, subsequantly, wndertock a foagibiliity study and
Teported in Daeember that te achieve thedr geals, the property
would nsed te be cleared as originally plammed. In view of the
Hegpital®s pressrvatison of the sighteanth—century Pine Strest
bulldings and of the “pen space waleh provides thedr historiesl
arvirenment, and in view of the fact that no matter where the
Hospital turmed it was surrsunded by nistordszal buiidings,
Pins Stroet, Delance > Spruce, Seventh, Eighth and Ninth Stresta,
the demclitien of theze shruciures s 7C0=1L Spruce Strest, would
offer % most reascaabla ccmpromise possible between the concerns
of praservaticnists and ths requirenenta of the Hospital,



MINUTES 3 18 January 1573
OLD BUSINESS{Cent'd)

After much discussion, the Hisztordeal Camnlasisn woted to 2ilow
the Panusylvania Hosplial to exseute their ecniract with tha
Redevelopment Authority as drawm wp and approved in 1963,

Access to Inlerstate 95 batween South Street and Washingien Avenue,
Dy, Margaret B, Tinkeom, Historisn, The Quesn Villsge Heighbors
Aggcelstirm’s protest of the propossd access ramps to Interstads
95 in Scubhwark was related to the Beard by the Historian,
Both of the plans prepesed by the Higlmy Departmsnt ars miasceptabls
to the nedghborhecd and to the Histordeal Commdssien sinee the
implenentatien of edther wenld mesn the demolitlen of a number
of historically certified bulldings. The Queen Village Nelghbors
Asaeelation has geme on racord as opposing any access roubtes
betwesn South Street and Washingten Avenue. The Philadelphia
Chapter of the American Institute of Architects?! Cammittee on
Cengervatien and Historde Pregervaticn, at the Historian'®s
request, also conaidered this matter at a recent mesting and
zuggested that the Highway Department restudy thelr plans sinee
there will be no Grosstown Expressway. I wes sugzested by thet
Camittse that Washington Avenue might serve as the site for any
acceys raups in South Philsdelrhia, The Besrd vobed to wrlts a
lstter Y0 ths Highway Departmemt, with a carbem oéoy 1o Re Damen
Childs, Exscutive Director of the Clty Planning Camdssion, copesing
the prevent plans and asking for an alternative proposal.

Asgistant to the Ezecubive Seewstary, Dr. F. 0, Haas, Chairman.
Br, Haas reported his conforencs with Cumrissicnsy Costello
giating that no additicmal staff had yet besn sppoinied to the
Cmiss:imo

NEW EUSINESS

Rogolution memorialiging Dr., Ruy ¥, Nichols. Dr. Hoag agresd o
prepare this resclution with the help of the Commission staff,

Enlergement of the Historical Ceamission. After meeting wiih Mr,
Weinberg of the Law Department, it was agreed thsi, at tH 8 time,
nothing eculd be deme to enlarge the Canmissien's membership,

Next Mesting of the Philadelphis Historical Comissisn, The Comissicnis
next Stated Mesting will be held en 1 March 1973,

Regpactfully sukmitied,

Patricis Siemicntkowski
Exscutive Secretaxy



