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THE THIRTY-FIFTH MIZTING OF THL FEILADELPHIA HISTCRICAL COMHISSICH

October 27, 1959, postponed to November 2nd

Present were: Mrs. Richardson Dilworth
Mr., R. Vorrls Williams, II.
Mr. Harry A. Batten
Mr, Charles E. Feterson, Secretary

Mr, Grant M. Simon, Chairman
Also present: Mr. Harry G. HcDowell, revresenting Mr. McConnell

Mr. Philip Carrocll, representing Commissionsr Gennettil

Dr. Margaret B. Tinkcom, Historlan

Mrs. Charles J. Maurer, Zxscutive Secretary

Unlesss otk= wise stated, all actions reportesd herein

ta sn after motions properly presented, sscended

THE MINUTZS for June 20, 1959, were approved as corrected.
DR. TINKCCM'3 RmFCRHT:

The Historiczl files oif the Philadelpiiia His“orical Commission have been
augmented as follows:

Photogravhs: Some 550 new (1959) thotographs and about
200 ald onss (1912-1%20), and about 150 colored 311 des (to illustrate
talks on the Commission’s work) have been acguirsd.

1]

Insurance Surveys: Mre. Kirkbride has finished her
examination of the files of the Fire Association (in the possession

of the Reliance Assurance Co.) and is continuing the survey of the
unserted policies of the Contributionship.

Wills and Inventories: Arrangements have been made with
Deparitment of Archives to sscure photocopies of oid wills and
q

e
e i
inventories of persons owning vroperty in Washington Square Zgst,
2
t

i
whare suc legal instruments form integral parts of the Chains of

THe REDEVSLOPMZN. AUTECRITY:

Since the Redevelopment Authority began to demclish the buildings in the

" Deck Surﬂet arez, the staff of the Commission has insyectad those reported
itdion and has photographed important interior architectural

cleared and read Ior demol
details in abvout a dozen. Among the most important of these were the iittle
houses on St., James Street, and the underground vaulis under Granite Street, at
Chancellor and South American Streets (The Morris Brewery, 176C) and at 2C0-204
3. Front Street.
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The Commissicn has been acting as clearing house for information regarding
these buildings and the materials to be salvaged from them for almost four monihs
and has had disappointingly few inquiries regarding the interior details {window
frames, f{looring, matnles, doors, harduware, &c) availabls for ths use of anyone
restoring another old building. No important finds nor any significant artifacts
have been uncovered to date, in any of the Dock Street buildings,

BANNAKZR SCHCOL:

The owners of this building (Martin Candy Co.) have besn notified by the
Department of Licenses and Insveciions that in its present condition, it is in
violation of the City's builéing Code. HNo order for its demolition has been
issued however. The South ¥est Philadslphia Community Council is anxious to save
the school a2nd has been notified of this condition.

A .

FORT MIFFLIN:

The Commission's plan to write to Senators Clark and Scott, urging them o
try to get the Federal Government to add this Fort to the Na

deferred in view of the almost certain provosal of the Greater Philadelphia
Movement that the City take over the Fort. A regor =

the cost of restoring it has been submittad to the Gr F

and will ve ready for distributiocn in November,
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HE HiiAD HOUSE: - .

Mr. David Wallace of the Independence National Historic Parlc has offered the
19th century fire fighting eguipment, formerly displayed in 01d City Hall, to the
Philadelgphia Historical s tored Head House. The

Commigsicon for exhibition in the restor d
Historian was directed o think Dr. Wallace for his offer and to ask him to send
a list of the available material. After the Commission nas had the oprortunity of
studying this inventory, it will be in a better posificn to accept or refuse ihe
available items than it vpresently is.
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L BUDGET FOR 1960:

The figure is the same as ii was for 1959, except that sufficient has been
added to allow for a clerk-stenographer,,Class II., and the equipment she will
need. Therefore the total budget is $21,893 as compared to the present total of
17,816,

As of this-date the Commission has in the 400 Class, a balancs of 332.C0. This
amount wss originally designed to be used For desk lamps. Because of the very
good lighting in Room &34, this item is not necessary and therefors we ask the
Commission's permission to order another chair instead, in the amount of $29.50.
Permission was granted.

In the 300 Class., a bzlance remains of 3586. To use this to advantage, we
have decided to ask for the aprroval of the following items:

1. More old prints peproduced from the Historieal Society of Penna,
in the amount of v . 4 ¢ v 4 4 v 4 v v 4 4 4 4w 4 . . . 3100.00
2. We owe the Fhotogrzphic Division for work already done 1C0.00

3, We owe the Department of Records for vhotostats about 10C.00

4. “We hope to reimburse the Archives for reproductions
of wills and inventories aftsr they are laminatsd 106.CC

s granted for these four sxgenditurss.
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In Class 200, Professicnal Services, there is a balance of $305.00. The
Commission would like to use 3250 of this to retain the services of Mr. George A.
Robbins so that he may start preparing drawings which would show doors, and docrways,
dormers, cornices and similar details of the period 1750 to 1850, as suggested in
the Minutes of June 30, 1959, Approval was given for this, if it includes the
phrase '"Compile and draw! in the contract.

Dr. Tinkcom's Repert was Approved.

CLD BUSINESS

Demolition By Neglect

Mr. McDowell reportasd that he had studisd the New Orlsans Ord:inances
to control demolition by neglect and an earlier ordinance on which its effactive
powers were based. He was reguested to write to Mr. Delessays Moorz, Mayor of
the City of New Erleans and to inquir as to the effectivensss of the penalties imposed
by these ordinances. I Mr. McDowell is satisfisd that the New Orleans Ordinance
is effective, he will have a similar insirument drafted for the consideration of
this Commission.

Inclusion of the Philadelphia Historical Commission into the City Charter

Mr. McDowell discussed this possibliity withdr. dMcConnell, Director of Finance
and with the City Solicitor's office. The consensus is that, since the Commission
can be brought within the limits of the Charter by popular referendum, it will not
be practical to take any action in this direction until other amendments to the

Charter e place on the ballot.

Plaques for Historic Buildings

Mr. Batten reported that the pattern of the plaque has been made and added
that he had spoken to Judge Zdwin C. Lewis and Mr. M. O. Anderson regarding the
desirability of assigning the f{irst twenty placues te buildings in the Indevendence
National Historica Park. Mr. Batten further proposed that vlaque ¥o. 1 be affixed
to the State House and that 2 ceremony at which the Mayor would present this plaque
in the Commission's name be arranged.

Schuylikill Arsenal

Mr. Carroll repcrted that the price asked for the Arsenal by the United States
Government, together with the cost to the City of demolishing the unusable buildings,
was so high that in all probability, the City would not be abls to buy the Arsenal
for use as a Detention Center. Mr. Feterson noted that the Federal Government has
occasionally given away government property of this sort to an agency planning
to preserve its historic buildings and inquired whether the City had explored this
possibliity. The Commission requested that Mr., Feterson and Mr. Carroll jointly,
lock further into the matter and report their findings at the next meeting,

NzW BUSINESS

St. George's Methodist Church Library & Museunm

N

It was proposed and approved the the Library and Museum building of 0ld St.

George's Methodist Church be certified as being historically significant.
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Hamilton House, Cobb's Creek Parkway at 61st Street.

The Commission agreed to add this house to its certified list and the
Chailrman was requested to write a letter to the Philadelphia School Board,
notifying them of the buildings historic worth and requesting the Zoard of
sducation to reconsider its intention of demolishing this house when a new school

is to be built in this area.

2786-270, 272-274% South Second St. and 217 Soruce - Abercrombie, Neave & Davis houses

Mr. Peterson brought before the Commission the resolutions of the Society
for the Preservation of Landmarks, advocating the preservation and restoration
of these houses, All of these houses have been certified, and in coensultation
with the Redevelopment Authority, they are marked for rehabilitation.

Washington Square West

Dr. Tinkcom was directed to =nd the photographs and list of buildings
receommended for certification in Washingbon Scuare West to the Commissionmembers
in order that the 1ist may be acted upon at the Novembsr 24th meeting.

Lombard Street to Bainbridee

Because of the probability that the exprsssway will be south of Lombard Street,
. photographs of this area are-to be secured immediately and a list of buildings
suitable for preservation drawn up for the Commission's consideratiomn.

SUBMISSIONS:

The Busti Mansion

The Chairman was requested to write tc Harbeson, Hough, Livingston & Larson,
reporting that, in general, the Commission approved the plans for preserving the
Busti Mansion, but that it would request that the exterior detail be studied more
carefully and that the facade be restored more completely to its original state.
If, for example, the widow's walk was an integral part of the old house, it should
be replaced.

244 Delancey Street

A permit requesting permission to change the roof line so that it will be
identical with that of 248 Delancey Street; adding an identical cornice to that on
248 and to restore the windows to their original state, was approved. The owners
were requested to submit a full si,e drawing of the proposed renteave before
yrermission to reconstruct this will ke granted.

332, 334 South Fourth Street

Dr. Godwin's submission for the restoration of 332 Scuth Fourth and the
demolition of 334, which is to be replaced by a walled garden, was considered.
Dr. Godwin will be askesd to have his plan for the facade of 332 revised to make
it conform to the original style of the house (¢ 18811), including the resiorztion
of the old bulk window or the street floor. The Commission agreed to the demolition
of 334 inasmuch as it has been gutted, Mr. Peterson dissenting,
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225, 227 Delancey Street

Mr. Peterson was requested in restudy the owner's proposal with him. The
Commission vs agreed that all existing contemporary structual details, doors, &c,
should be left intact, and that the detail of the cornice should be drawn to
conform exzctly to that on 229-231 Delancey. The proposed picture window on the
west wall was not approved.

The meeting was adjourned at five-thirty.

Respectfully submitied

Charles E. Peterson, Secretary




