THE TWENTY-FGUATH MEETING OF THE PHEIL.DELFEI. HISTORICAL COMMISSION
June 24, 1958

Present wars: Mp. Haryy /. Batten

Mr. L. Horris Willisms, IT

Mr. Chzrles B. Peterson

Mr. Willian T. Gennettl, Commissioner of Public Properiy
Mr. Grant M. Simon, Chaiyman

Atso present were: My, C. Pregton Andrade, Architect
Mr. John Gane (both of Wright, Andrade & fmenta)
Mr. Jemes D. Murphy, Pleaning Direcot, 0Id Philadelphia Corp.
Mr. Willisaw Bokan, Assistsnt Historian .
Dr. Hargaret B. Tinkcom, Higtorisn

Mrs. Charles J. Maursr, Execubtive Scecretary
The Minuies of the previous meeting, May 27, 1958, were approved.
The HMesting was calisd to order at 3:30 by Mr. Batteun, -the Chalrman being detained.
THE HE:D HOUSE, SECCHD STREET 14ARKET

Mr. Batten reviewed his conversation reguruﬁﬂa oceupancy of the Head House by the
Insursnce Company of North America, ince the insurance cpypamy is not ready to
meke a decision, Mr. Batten “ecomﬂendnd that thos Commission try to find another
tenant for the Head House., Mr. Murphy said that the Redevelopemin Authority would
like to take a lease on the building, using it ab & field &ffice while tbe Dock
Street area is being redeveloped. Mr. Batten offered tc get in touch with Mr.
Lemmer to learn what his agehcy kas in mind. hr. Psterson reported that he had
heard that the Landmark Society is ready to negotiate with the City for a lease
on the building. Mr. Batisn said he would also speak to Mr. Frederick Levis,
president of the Sccizty for the Preservation of Landmarks and report at the next
meeting.

PLAUES FOR HISTORIC BUILDIRGES

The design of the plague, its price ($10.0C0) the cost of the dle ($250) and the
conditions under whieclhh it will be sold tc ownoers of certified houses, have been
agreed upon by the Commission at previous meetings. The legality of selling these
plagues to householdars has to be explored aad arrangements made to handle the
mechanics of the salszs., Mr. Gennettl agreed to look into the business end of

supplying the public upoa demand.
KIRKBRIDE'S

Ho progress has been made regarding the Commissionts propesal that the City make
Kirkbride's a repository for the City Archives. Mr. Gennetvi offered to speak to
Commissioner Baker about this and Mr. Batten will talk to Mr. Wagner, Managing
Director.




sENNSYLVANIA HOSPITAL NURSES' HOME

The Hispitalls latest plan requires the demolition of the whole bilock of houses

or the south side of Spruce Street (700 te 730). This arsa will be surrounded
with a wall Iike that of 3t. Pater's and the Hurses! Hom= built in the middle.
Pilang will he presented to the Commission withia thirty days. The officers of
the Hospital have agreed tc salvage everything possible. The cost of storage

for this material, vhich is valued at a pinimum of $3C,000, 1s very high. Mr.
Gennetti offered to try to find storage space for it in one of the City's vacant
buildings. Mr. Simon stressed the point that at least two of the rooms were worth
placing in a museun.

CLD PHILADELPHIA REDEVELOPMENT CORPORATIOR

Mr. James D. Murphy, Planning Director of the 0ld Philadélphia Bedevelopment Corm.
introdueced Mr., Preston Andrsde of Wright, Andrade and imenta, who explained to

the Comalssion the Redevelcrment Authority's proposels for Washington Square East
Unit #1. The Commission was concerned chiefly by the proposal to place an eighteen
story apartment house between Third and Feurth Streets, immediately south of
¥illing's Alley; and by the free hand the developer ¥ill be given with all of the
houses now stending along Third snd Fourth Streets from Willing!'s Alley to Spruce;
including a large number of houses wiich the Comnission has certified as being
historically significant. After an extended discussion of the whole problem, it |
was agreed that the Commission go on record as follows:

"The Philadeiphia Historical Commission, at its meebing on June 24, 1958
unanimously and without qualification reaffirmed its belisf that the
historic area extending from Second to Fifth and from Pine to a point
ebout two hundred feet south of Walnut Street, should be restricted to
residential uses, and that the helght of buildings should not exceed
slxty-five feet at any point within this district.

It was the Commission's considered opinion that the admission of high-
rise buildings in this area will result in a develcpment of little
distinction and of littie historic value. The Commission is not op-
posed to the construction of high-rise buildings on the perimeter of
the area, however, and recommends that the eighteen-story aspartment
house, which has besn proposed for ths plot south of St. Joseph's,
Willingts Alley and west of St. Paul's, be remcved from that position
to a more suitable one west of Fifth Strest. This will preserve the
integrity of a district of major historical importance to the nationm,

a distinguished supplement tc the Independence National Historic Pari.®

& copy of this Official Minute will be sent te Dean G. Holmes Perkins, Chairmen
of the City Planning Commission and to ifr. Andrade, for transmitital to the Re—
development Authority,

REORGANIZATION OF THE CERTIFIED BUILDLNGS LIST

A1l the lists of certified buildings have been combined into oune list, arrauged
geogrephically, and this is now ready for the printer. Mrs. Tinkcom recuested
permission to add the Clinton Street houses to the list. This addition was ap- ™
proveg,




/ -3-

SOUTHWARK

The list of Southwark buildings, circulated among the Commission members, was ap-
proved for certification. Incidentally to the certification of the Southwarl
houses, photographs of similar small houses on Fawn, Jessup, Panama, Iseminger
and Camac Streets, which have been rehabilitated by their cwners, were exhibited
to show what czn be done with this kind of house.

BENJAMIN RUSH HOUSE

At Red Lion and Academy Roads in Byberry. The property will be sold to a rede-
veloper unless it can be acquired for pressrvation zs o public park. Judge Saylor
requested that the Commission put the house on its certified list to assist him
in his efforts to secure necessary funds to purchcse the property. This was done.

CANHON BALL FARM

Mr. Gennetli proposed thut 5 lebter be written to Mr. Baxter, asking whether the
house might not be assigned to the Department of Public Property, if the Water
Department cannot restore Cannon Ball Farm,

Permissicn was requested to purchase an additional cheir for the Commission's
office. This was granted.

 The need for = deputy chairman was diecussed in view of the absence of Mr. Simon
during July mnd August. Mr, Batten was appointed; Mr. Gennetti wiil approve the
bills.

Mrs. Tinkcom outlined her plans for the student histerions summer work as follows:

The field survsys of the area between Market and Vine, Delawars Avenue and
Eighth Street, and of Fishtown will be completed by the Assistant Historien and
reports prepaved for presentation to the Commigsion in the Fall.

Research will continue into the history of Society Hill and Southwark. o
Briefs of title are now being prepared for zll of the certified houses on Spruce,
Pine and Delancey Streets. The records of the Contributionghip and ¢f the Mutual
Assurance Company are being cosbed for surveys of certified houses in both aress,
and tax records; newspaper advertisenents &c, are being examined to discover what
is known about the housges in thesge aroas.

The historical materisl for the ten houses to be recordsd with the HABS has been
prepared. The Commission is waiting for photographs to be taken by the HNational
Park Service, so that the forms may be completsd. Work sheets for about one hun—
dred houses, chiefly in Cermentown and Southwark, have been filled out. This '
work will be continued as opportunity offers during the year. E '

SUBHISSIONS
Hr. Robert Trump's house which he proposes.to build cn an emﬁ;‘lot on South Philip

Strazet. The executive secretary wes divected to write to Hr. Trump thenking him .
for his courtesy in showing the Commission his plans. : o '




FORT MITFLIN

Mi. Louis Inwsod, Director of Aeronautics, wili undertzke the complete restoration
of thie fort if it can be addsd to the Airport property. Mr. Batben agreed to tolk
to Mr. Donald C. ¥agner, Monaging Director shbout this.

SCHUYLKILY, ARSENAL
The Commission!s photogranbs are to be mude aviilable to M. Peterson
CITY O4dED BUILDINGS

The Historian reperted that Mrs. Kirkbride will evenbually report on these; it
is possible that some interssting later 1Sth Ceatury buildings will be found but,
in 21l probability, &1l of the eserly structures owned b the CLty hove alrezdy
heon c;-ti?ind by the Commission. A list of Cit-owaned buildings which the Com-
mlsgion congl aved historically significamt, st tﬂb nane of the department
adiwinigbering them, was prepared last sumrsr aud forworded as reguested to Mr,
Gennetbi.

'J

It was moved and seccnded that there be no Ifurthor mectings until Daptfmber unlﬂbs
called by the Chair in an immergency.

The Meeting was adjourned at 5:30 P. M.

Respectfully guomitted

Cne.rles B. Peterson, Secretary -



SUBMISSIONS FOR FIRST SIX MONTHS OF 1958

February 4 110 Elfreth's Alley. Mr., - — Nash, Owner
Minor chgnge, position of bath and powder rooms

25 108 Elfreth's Alley. Mr. Hilborn Harbridge, owner
Complete restoration, ingide and out, zeplacing de-
mokished backbuilding; replacing penteave, using the
Brognard Okie design used in Betsy Rose house
(this later approval given June 16 and July 24)

March 25 236 DéLanéey. Mr. Arnold Nicholson, owner
Ins't.alling a bdhgoom.

|25 708 Pine Street. Mr. - - Matthews, owner
Three spartments. No exterior work to be done

25 210 Spruce Stree. Mr. Frank P. Graham, owner
: Interior end exterior restoration to be complete.
Door removed, on Spruce Street, window substituted
B.emoval of fire escape. :
Zpril 3 317 Spruce Street. Dr. - ~ Scheiden, owner
. : ~ Install cabinet type ai.r conditioner in side window.

16 217 DeLancey Street. Robert T. Trump, owner

- New roof, interior partitions, masonry wall in rear,
Restoration of -entire house, including front steps,
cellar way and penteave. Henderson, architect

May 26 308 DeLancey Street. Mr. - - Kas, owner. -
: 19 Cornice replaced, small—paned windows, new door, same.
- design as 306, which gtil11 in its original state.
. Pdnt bricks, &c. Morris, carpenter & building
" 'Ralph Ottaviano "expediter®, {Several vis:t.ts to the
office, 4 5 68 4.28 5.12, 5. 19) ' .

19 220 222 Spruce. Mr. Gharles Lems, owner '
L Substltute a window for door, R22; double hung windows ’
' 9/9; penteave and westernmost back buildings to be
demolished, other changes interlorily to moke the
T two buildings into one dwelling.

20 139 Elfreth's alley. Rep Mrs. F. F. Fletcher, owner
: Repairs to first floor joists and rear of building.
(original penteave is in ba.ckyard waiting to be attached)

June 3 234 DeLance;y' Street. Mr. Leo Riordan, owner.
No exterior changes, other than sandblasting brick and re-
pointing, also replacing doors and shutters, original design.
Many interior alterations. Edwin L. Fugate, 3d, architect
‘ : 329 Hansberry street, Phila., 44




SUBMISSIONS FIRST SIX MOTHNS OF 1958, continued

June 20 319 S. Philip. Mr. Robert T. Trump, owner
A new two story house to be built on a vacant lot.
Courtesy submission only

26 722, 724, T26, 728, 730 Spruce Street. Pennsylvania Hospital, owner
Houses to be demolished to make way for a new nurses! home.
Design to be submitted to the Commission for its Approval.
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