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STATED MEETING 3 24 June 1987

Mr. Korn, owner of Dimensions, appeared before the
Historical Commission to appeal the recommendation of the
Architectural Committee and to request permission to install
awnings and a canopy outside the Drexel Building.

After considerable discussion, the Commission voted to allow
Mr. Korn to install red awnings with bronze lettering on the
first floor windows of the Drexel Bullding. However, the
Commision rejected the proposal for a Canopy over the
entrance. Jason Nathan abstained.

The Commission unanimously voted to approve the Report of
the Architectural Committes Meeting held on 11 June 1987
including the approval of the addendum presented at today’s
mecting by Mr. Tyler.

THE REFORTS of the Commitiee on Historic Designation Meetings
held on 15 May 1987 and 8 July 1986 (The U.G.1. Building,
1401-15% Arch Street). David Brownlee, Chailrman.

David Brownlec stated that the Rittenhouse designation will
not be considered until the residents of this area can be
notified.

United Gas Improvement Bulilding
1401-15 Arch Street

Mr. Brownlee presented the nomination for the United Gas
improvement Buiilding, located at 1401-1i56 Arch Street, which
was originally presented in the Report of the meeting of the
Committee on Historic Designation held on 8 July 1986. An
oral report on the architectural and historical significance
of the U.G.1. Building, and a slide were presented by Dr.
Brownlee and Mr. Baron.

Mr. Albert Eisen, Executive Vice President of Strouse,
Greenberg & Co., Inc. and Mr. Caries Vallhonrat, Director of
Architecture of Ewing Cole Cherry Parsky, reguested that the
Commission consider their request to defer designation of
the U.G.I, Building pending a review of a potential
development proposal as presented at the 305th Stated
Meeting on 24 September 1987. Messrs. Eisen and Vallhonrat
explained that it was their understanding that designation
would be deferred pending the ocutcome of a subcommities
review on the proposed removal of the top two stories, the
construction of an approximately twentyv-story glass tower
above the preserved Arch Street facade and the substantially
altered Broad Street elevation of the U.G.I. Building. Mr.
Tyler informed the Commission that this high rise
development scheme rested in part on the transfer of
development rights from the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine
Arts. This proposed transfer plan is now defunct.
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Barbara Kaplan stated that there is & 268’ height limit
restriction for buildings along the Parkway which would
prohibit the erection of a tower atop the U.G.I. Building.

David Brownlee stated that the designation of the U.G.I.
Building and the consideration of a development scheme are
two different issues and it would be reasonable to keep
these two components of the Commission’s responsibilities
separate. Mr. Brownlee continued that the nomination of the
building protects it from any changes and the issue which
should be addressed today should only be the designation of
the U.G.1I. Building.

After considerable discussion, the Commission unanimousily
voted to designate the United Gas Improvemsnt Building.
1401-15 Arch Street.

Hertz Lot (West Shipvard),
300 N. Delaware Avenue
10-18 Callowhiil Street

David Brownlee presented an oral report on the archeclogical
significance of this site.

Barbara Kaplan asked what obligations a developer who did
not propose to excavate would have.

In response to Mrs. Kaplan’s question, Mr. Tyvler stated that
entry of this property on the Philadelphia Register of
Historic Places would not preclude development. For an

: archeological site our concern should be either the

4 preservation or protection of the resource in situ, or, in

: the event of ground disturbing development, the
implementation of a data retrieval program.

- Patrick J. Broderick, representing the owner of the Hertsz

i Lot/West Shipyvard, addressed the Commission and requested a
80-day extension on the designation consideration of this
site to allow the owner to have someone conduct test borings
to verify further the existence of archeological results.
Dr. Brownlee noted that borings would not necessarily
demonstrate the absence of significant resources.

The Commission voted to grant a 60-day delay on the
designation with a vote of eight to one. Mr. Brownlee cast
the one opposing vote.

THE BEPORT of the Philadelphia Historical Commission Staff
Activities for 15 May 1987 - 15 June 1987, Richard Tvler,
Historic Preservation Officer. As an addendum to his
report, Mr. Tyler reported that an architect has been hired
and wiil begin work on 6 July 1987.

The Commission unanimously vote to accept the Report for
filing.
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OLD BUSINESS
149 5. Hancock Streeti

Richard Tyler reviewed the history of the property since the
initial submission of the demoliton permit for 149 5.
Hancock Street.

Mr. Tvler stated that at the meeting of the Philadelphia
Historical Commission held on 25 March 1887, it was
suggested that the staff explore the utilization of the
Redevelopment Authority rental rehabilitation program. The
staff has been in contact with the Redevelopment Authority
and is awalting the results of the study which was performed
by an independent consultant.

Fatpricia Bmith of the Hedavelopment Authority stated that
the consultant hired by them to conduct the study was Growth
Froperties and the Redevelopment Authority has tried to
contact them but has not yvet received s response.

Mr. Tvier explained that the decisicn before the Commizsion
today is to grant or deny the demolition permit.

Herbert Bass., attorney for the owners of 148 5. Hancock

Street, delivered a lenethy presentation reitserating his

client’s position. Mr. Bass stated that the feasability

study conducted by Growth Froperties does state that the

sale of the property is impracticable. Mr. Bass continued
3 that the Jackson Crozs evaluation, prepared for the
Historical Commission, also states that the development of
the property is economically infeasible and would not yield
a reasonable rate of return to the owner. In conclusion, Mr.
Bass stated the ordinance stipulates that the owner of a
proverty must prove the following:

1. +the sale of the property is impracticable;

2. rate of return is not viable; and,

3 there are no other available uses for the
property.

Mr. Bass stated that his olient has satisfied these three
stipulations and that a demoliton permit should be issued.

Roger Prichard, 0ld City Civic Association, addressed the
Commission and cited numerous points of disagreement between
his Association’s study and the Growth Properties® study,
and the subsequent independent evaluation by Jackson Cross.
In particular, Mr. FPrichard noted the inflated purchase
price and emphazised the possibility of this property’s
heing reused as an overflow facility for a nearby "Bed &
Breakfast” establishment, a scheme currently being
investigated.
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After lengthy comment from the floor, the matter was opened
for Commission members only for discussion. Mr. Brownlee
stated that he thinks that if the bulilding is going to be
unsed as a parking lot, the demolition request should not be
granted. Mrs. Washington stated that she does not agree
that the Commission has the authority to tell an owner how
he can wuse his property. Councilman Street asked Mr.
MacQueen if he thought that the Commission could reasonably
deny a permit on the basis of the established record.

Mr. MacQueen responded that the Commission may make its
decision based upon anything or everything that has been
presented and upon its assessment of the data submitted
pursuant to subsection T(j} of the ordinance,

At this time, Mr. Montgomery called for a vote of the
Commission. The members voted to deny the demcolition
reanest by a vote of five to three. The three Commission
members to vote in favor of demolition were Edward A.
HMontgomery, Jr.. Christine Washington and Jason Nathan. The
apposing votes were cast by Barbara Kaplan, David Dambly.
John Street, David Brownlee and William Thompson.

Connciiman Street expressed his discomfort over the
inabiiity of the Historical Commission to secure the resulis
of the Redevelopment Authority’s study in time for a
decision on this demolition reguest. Hr. Tyier responded
that this study had been put on hold temporarily while a
very promising hotel development scheme was being
investigated. Mr. Tyler continued that when negotiations
for this development were abandoned owing principaily to the
opposition of the Old City Civic Association, the
Redevelopment Authority was contacted with a reguest that
the study be undertaken immediately. Subsequent telephone
calls to the Authority revealed that no report vet existed
for submission to the Commission. The commission members
agreed that the staff should continue to pursue the
Redevelopment Authority and inform Mr. Taxin of the results.

NEW BUSINESS
Eastern State Penitentiary

Owing to the length of the meeting, Mr. Tyvier reguested that
this item e taken up at the next meeting.

There being no further business, the meeting adiocurned at 1:40
E.m.

Respectfully submitted.

Maureen Heaney
Clerk Stencgrapher |




