THE MINUTES OF THE ARCHITECTURAL COMMITTEE
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David Hollenberg, Chairman
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A Summary of Architectural Committee Recommendations: 28 April 1980

Society Hill Synagogue

The Commission staff received calls from the neighbors of Society Hill
Synagogue registering their concern about the construction of a
concrete pad and wall in preparation for the installation of an
electrical transformer. The Synagogue also has cut two holes in
the south wall of the building which are visible from Lawrence
Walk. They wish to install HVAC units and ductwork along the
south wall which would be highly visible from the Walk. Given
the nature of this problem, the Committee convened adjacent to
the BSynagogue on Lawrence Walkway.

After listening to the concerns of the many interested parties
attending this meeting, the Committee recommended the following:

that the present installation of the concrets prad and
protective wall was unacceptable,

that the most desirable placement of the transformer was in the
basement of the synagogue, where it would have no visible
impact on this historic building or adjacent walkway,

I

that the second most desirable lcocation for the transformer was
in the rear southeast corner of the property, where its
impact on this historic site would be reduced, and

that the proposed location for the HVAC units and ductwork was
unacceptable and that the architects find a less visible
placement for these fixtures.
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Society Hill Synagogue, 418 Spruce Street.

Mr.

Mx.

John

The

Hollenberg explained the role of the Architectural Committee and
provided background for the project. The Commission
staff received complaints from the neighbors of Society Hill
Synagogue regarding the construction of a concrete pad and
protective wall along Lawrence Walk in preparation for the
installation of an electrical transformer. Although an
electrical permit was obtained for this installation, the
application was not reviewed by the Historical Commission or its
Architectural Committee. Given the nature of this problem, the
Committee convened on the grounds of the synagogue.

Shapiro, of the Synagogue Board, informed the Committee that the
Synagogue had not intended to circumvent review by the Historical
Commission. Further, the Synagogue Board voted to move the
transformer and pay for an alternative installation at a location
acceptable to PECO, the Architectural Committee and the
Historical Commission.

Mikunas, high-voltage inspector for the Philadelphia Electric
Company, negotiated the present location of the transformer based
on existing legal and regulatory restrictions. Given the power
increase needed by the Synagogue for air conditioning, PECO
offered the option of an outdoor pad-mounted transformer or an
indoor installation. Having considered the alternatives, the
Synagogue chose an outdoor installation because it was less
costly. According to Mr. Mikunas, pad-mount installations
require the following standards: vehicular access for a service
truck, eight feet clearance from the front of the transformer,
three feet clearance from any walls, and twenty feet clearance
from any doors or windows; if there is less than twenty feet, a
barrier wall must be constructed in front of the openings.

Mr. Mikunas concluded that the present site met all safety
requirements.

Committee examined the west side and rear of the property, as
possible alternative sites. Mr. Mikunas noted that these areas
lacked adequate clearance. The Committee, however, noted that it
seemed possible to install the transformer in the southeast
corner of the property if a segment of an existing iron fence
were removed and a gate installed. One resident noted that this
suggestion only transplanted the problem. The Committee
indicated that this placement at least would move the transformer
away from the historic building and the more visible Spruce
Street corner.

The Committee also explored the possibility of a subterranean

installation. Mr. Mikunas explained that PECO would not install
a pad-mounted transformer in & pit for reasons of emergency
egress and water collection problems. Such installations were
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possible if placed within a vault that provided an escape at the
same grade. Mr. Shapiro indicated that the cost of constructing

such a wvault, which essentially would be a large extension of the
basement, would be prohibitive.

Dr. Barol, owner of 416 Spruce $treet which fronts on the Walk,
pointed out that the earlier discussion of safety neglected the
protential hazard which the transformer posed to the many young
children who played along the walkway. He objected that the
three-sided barrier wall protected the adjacent building but did
not protect the children along South Lawrence Walk, a public
space. Several other residents of the neighborhood addressed
the Committee with thelr concerns relating to the impact of the
transformer on the assthetics of Lawrence Walkway.

The Committee, having listened to the concerns of the many interested
prarties in attendance, recommended the following:

~ that the present installation of the concrete pad and
protective wall was unacceptable, and

- that the most desirable placement of the transformer was in the
basement of the synagogue, where it would have no visible
impact on this historic building or adjacent walk. The
Committee, however, noted that this option might be
prohibitively sexpensive, and

= that the second most desirable leocation for the transformer was

in the rear southeast corner of the property, where it would
have a reduced impact on this historic site.

The Committee also briefly addressed the issue of the proposed HVAC
installation and ductwork. Given the high visibility of the
proposed location from Lawrence Walkway, the Committee
recommended the selection of another location. The Committee

noted that holes in the rear, or south, wall were cut without a
required building permit.

There being no further comments cor business, the Committee adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Daniel W. Simcox,
Executive Secretary



