THS TWEATY-FIRST MEETING OF THE PHILADELPHTA HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Held on Tuesday, March 25, 1958 in Room 813, City Hall Aunex at 3:20 P. i,
The follcwing menbers vere fresent:

Mr. R. Horris ¥illiams, IX.
Hr. Charies Peterson
Mr., Harry G. McDowell, for sr. Sichard J. McConnell
Yr, Grdant M. Simon Chairman

Also pregent: Hr. John Gene, Archiveet, representing the

Planning Cowmission

Dr. Hargsrst 3. Tinkeom, Higtorian for the Gommission
Mrs. Charles J. Matuvar, Execubive Secretery

]

ity

The Meeting ceme to order at 3:40 P. ii.
The Minutes of the last Meeting, February 25, 1953, were approved.
ThE CITY PLASHING COMMISSION

Mr. Gane exhibited a map showing tae Redevelopment Authord 7 1's plans for
Unit #I., Vashington Square Tust. This plaa calls for ithe Delaware Expressway
to follow the bed of Froat 3treet, bearing west to Second Jtreet below Lombard.
In addition to the blocks oa which the old houses will be rehebilitoted and the

gaps Jilled in with new construction, the plan shwe several eight story tuild-

ings on the site of Dock Street Markets and ohe fifteen story apartment buildg-
lag et Fourth Street & Willing's &1ley, preseatly a Yellow Cab lot. ¥Me. Cane
could not leave the map for the Commission to study &5 the infornszticn contained
thersin is not yet publie. Since this information is stili confidentizl, comment
by the Commission would not be approprizte =zt this tinme. '

lr. Gane emphasized the fact that this is still a study; tihe Stute and Fed-
eral highvay eagineers will have the controlling iniluence upon its finzl Toram.

B

“Hr. Gsne gave the Commission prints of'drawings fors 223, Z25-7, 429 Spruce;
232, 270 So 3d; 264, 271, 273 § 4tk and 312 Delancey Streats.

o kir. Peterson moved that Vright, indrade wad susita be commandad for their
thorough work, even though it was not acceptacie to the Philadeljpriz Historiesl
& ) o < . i -
Comn:izsion. The motion was sscoaded by Hr. Willizms ané unanismously carrled.gi

SECOAD STRERT MARKEY — Mr. Edwin G. Brumbaugh's report.

msn read bis letler of February 27 to iir. 3rumvangl: wnd the latier!s
ch was atbached an addenduxm ¢ the originel report, quobiny the ad-
a, ed by the EKistorian with apwropriate comment. ¥Mr. Petersog
commended the report and recommended its acceptance. The ¥otion was currisd.

Mr. 3rumbsugh's bill for $1,000 was approved for paynent,

o



The Minutes . March 25, 1958

The Chairman reported that the $25,000 needed for restoration of the Head
House is not yet availsole. The resterabion orf the Harset proper wes discussed
and Mr. Gene suggested that it be restored and wsed a8 an old—fasuioned upen
air aavket, perhaps 2 fammes!s markeb. Mp. Peterson concurred and repcrted
that he had seen some old »leas of the shambles which he will try to relocste.
The subject was tabled. ' : :

¥

vV PEMISTLVANTA FOSPITAL HURSES! HOME

A resume of past ocyrrespondsice fas givea and Mr. Dacon's letter of March
3¢ and Mr. Simen's reply ol March 11tk were resd. It wes the opinicn of the
Members that 211 the Commission could do at preseit would be to delsy the demol-
ition of the Spruce Straet houges for sizx monihs, if advisable. The Chairman
reported that re is waiting‘for a conference wiich iz to ve arranged with Mr,
Caeston end. Fr. Hare to dlscuss the provlem

Vo BIQDING“QE THE RESTORATION OF HISTORIC BUILDINGS.

The Chairmzn resd = copy of his letter to z. M. O. inderscn, asiiay for
infometion sbout the Govermment!e policy in awarding contracts for restoring
historic buildings._-ﬂe‘read'part of Mr. Anderson's reply. It wes the sense of .
the meeting that the Commigsion, having drawn the gquastion to the astteation of

Mr. Anderson, could do hothing further, ' '

By JTEE BULLETIH ALth 40

_ Mr. Leo Murphy, Editor of the Almanac is on vacation. The natter of ligt-
ing the Commission and variocus additional nistoric sites and buildings wes de-
ferred, pending Hr. Murpiy's retum, ' -

V' PHE SCHUYTATLL ARSTHAL

Mr. V¥illiams reported that he hed wiitlen to Mr. Gondos in Washington, at-
the Historian's reruest and had had & reply that the Arsenal records are not
arranged for convenient study. Mr. Petorson Suggested that the Chalrman ask
the Mayor to request Senator Clark to sk for a study of the Arsensal. after
some discussion it was declded thut no definite action be taken at this tiae.

Hr. Peterson reported that [r. Fran: Burnes, Reginul Historian for the

detional Park Service had made & study of Fort Mifflin. It was agreed that the
Hiztoriun ask Dr. 3arnes! permiszion to see it. '

Eeports on Holy Trinity, St. linrk's, 5t. Ceorge's, the Nechanic's Banw, tke
Contributionskip, Sehuylkill Arsensl and Kirkbride's are ila progress. '

HABI SHEETS  (see next Dage)
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The Pistorian pointed oul thet photogra;hs taken by the City's phoicg
are inadecuate in some cases, for Tiling vith thess forms, inasmuck wg the
stru tions were for itne vhotogrophers to take as nany fzcxdes al one expcsure &3
feasible. Vrs. Tinkecon suggested that Hise fdele Pudolph be bived Yo baks suit-—
atrle snapshots where necescary Jor these forms. The Pistorian wasz iastruciod
to exllore the matber.

THE Cgufq4 HOUSE
Tuis p stz be dronped, ag 1o 1s

ro i ]
to szve the house is expedient. The Historia
» the George licuse.

conigidered that no further effcrt
1 repersed that HaBY Torms have

:alrman resd a latz er from Mr. Aracld dicholson, Chairmen of the Re-
ittee of SHARA, which accompanied his drawinzgs of prou sed wori needed

7 3¢
to rehzbilitateDrinker's Courb. It was the Commissiont!s osianion that it could
a0t tzie action on these drawiags, inasmuch as & Permit had : 1*@ Jy Deen obtain-—

ad frem the Depertment of Licences aad Inspections.

”//ﬁr. Frank P. Grahzm's recuest for gsrmission Lo rencve a fire escape from
the front of his house, 210 Spruce, and to substitube a wiadow for an evisting
door on the Spruce Street facade was discuzsed. The Commission approved th
sunstitution of a window for the door. The present side door is to Lecoie the
mzin entrance to the house.

¥ir. Frank J. datthews, for the owner of 708 Pine, submitted plans for sone
ninor interior changes required to maxe this an ayrroved three froxily dwelliaz.
.pgllcatlon was approved for one aspartmeat to ssch floor, no external chan:es.

. . = b

SfDE'S AND THZ BUSTI MAUSION

The Chairmen read a letter to ¥Mr. Donald €. ‘laguer, recommending the svo-
servetion of these bulldings and reguesting thul wny altarwtluns or additions
be made subj mct to the approval of the Commulzsien, as rerunired by Qvdinance ic.
695, u--ectl Hovember 1950, My, Lugner's reply of loreh lith steted that the
matter will be teken up with the aAdministrative Joerd on izreh 17th.

In regard to the Adminisbretion Building, Mr. Simon suggsestad thei the
City needs an increasing zmount of storgeye space; there is a possib i¢lt9 that
ﬁirkbriae'&, becguse of Llis fire-resistiuag consbruchtion, zight lend itself to
uge as satisflactory depository for files snd pacords.



Fre ilinutes : “lierch 25, 1938

The Chairmen resd liy, Levig
letter of lierch 11th, eoncerning
Study Cormitiee of the Landuavks

Hare 114, cprying to sr. Simcnts
ﬁl study the Frent Street area. The

TUG bhoughs pucL a strdy luexprdient and
it will not he nade,
T ill o 1.‘ *".;..L 17_1- ..11. ‘\4 T/;l:"

 Cono % vados ¥

L letter from iMr. ducoﬁ, agucu &rch 24, 1958J asking [vx s miggestion
for using the vortico of the dewiir: houss wes res « Mr., Baeca wantezd to use

the structLGY in the North Hagl but tiet efiort was ot success ful.
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TATEALAT G THE COMifes o DUDGET /25 CF MARCH, 195

420} bockease, Filing cebinet. Epenued § 122,65 Bal znce % 127.25

Suppiias  (300) suppd ies & peﬁter ce.5h f R = B PR 360,06
Services (Z00) contrecte for estimated fu 1ds
aﬁceﬂed by historisns during
current mleﬂédr Jear, 1958 v 670G.00 23070.50
{
Acditional sun needed to extend
Fresent contracte. . . . . . . . . . 2500.00
In round numbers  vi. . . e . . . 59200 .00 COB3ERNT 3L

atement was resd and scoroved.

The St

the Comiission should meet in
ered to see if o conference
cotained for this pursose.

v Yir, leDowel gald thst he had been in touch with ”r. forabizn Fosen, Deputy
Cits HRepresentabive =nd thed wr, Rosen apreca tlnt his ofilce could shaor

cost of i"lﬂi1ﬂg the Ceomusission's inausl Heport, uOgEtﬂe? wli :

studies wiich such = ilght conteln., It was ;
get Lo toueh with Hr., Hosen to discuss the .iatter in detelil,

Charleg i, Poaterson
ecrelary
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