T B EINAL ADPROYVAL
Nov 257574
DRILADELELA HISTORICAL COMMISSION

THE TWENTY-SIZTH MERTING OF Taf PHITADEIPHIA SISTORICAL COMMISEION

Beld in Room 1184, Courbesy of the ¥alser Depariment

Preszat ware:  Hrs. Richerdso Dilworih
¥r. R. Horris willioms, IL.
Mr. Charles E. Peisrscon
Mr. ¥illiaa J. Schwabe, repradentiong M. . 7. Geueiid
My, Harry G. McDowell, R Mr. Richard J. McCounell

Dr. Margaret 3. Tincom, Eistorien
Mrs. Charles J. Maurer, Executive Secretary

Mr. Grant M. Siwmon, Chairman
. . . an e . C de .
The Meeting case to order at 3140 P. H. Mr. Batten telephome his excuses
The Minutea of ihe Septambac 204l Moeting wers spprovad sith corvectioas.

DR. TINKCCM!'S REFOER -

4

R4im — - e : . e - - w ), o — —y - ) ey - P - S L. L

The Asslstent hisborisns are condinuizg the zzms frojscite s cntlined in Sas Bepi-
o > iy 4 3 P -— -} - o o T S [ . 3

ember repert, sesrching for additionzl informetioa eomcsrning the Sociguy Hill Ares

s =t y - - v . e - 3 1
nore HABI Forms are ready ts te mallad to ¥ashington, sxcezpd Thai ths Z3 x 23 photos
graphs being preparsd DY the Phoiographic Iivision ere not ready. 4 lstier from
Mr., Pettengill confirms our rizkt to kssp the filth copy of taese forms, a5 We have

agrzed to open our filss to all gualified perscas sad become o Shis swbenit, & pub-

£ ]

lic repogiiory for HABI iaformation, Y
Dr. Tid%om asksd Mr., Peterzon sbout photographs fer the phoito-data books. Iafor-

metisn for the 1list of ten buildings requested by Mr. Pzterscn last spring, is com~

olete, Mr. Psterson ssid that as soon as possible these photogresphs will be Tazen.
A note regarding the Philsdelphia Historical Commissicn has beem. s zsat to Mr.

L Murphy, Editor of the Bulletin Almsnac for insertion in the 1959 edition.
The Ccmmission has launched two %wo public service programs. Mr. Bohan drew up a nots

of necessary procedure to be followed in tracing the owneship of any old building.
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This guide through the deeds, sheriff deeds and pertinent court records will be
mimeographed and handed out upon request, Mrs. Maurer made an gbstract bt those
parts of the City's CODE OF GENERAL ORDINANCES which may apply to restorstion of
buildings, 4 pnumber of mimeographed copies were sent to Mr. Dawscn, Chisf of the
Building Inspecticn Section, who had been helpful in rsviswing the abstract and in
suggesting which meterial o include, Mr, Dawson asked for extra copies, saying
these would be of gre:zt assistance in his department of Licenses and Inspecticas, in
its work with the publie,

In a short time it will be possible to cut Sgneils for ths list of all buildings
that have been certified by the Commission.

THE BUGDCGET, The Professionel Services fund, Class 200 1s practicaily ezhausted.

The renewal of the contracts for the assistant historians leaves this fund with a
balence of $70.13. 1In Class 300, thare is a balsnce of 3198.24, still unencumbered.
About 3120 of this w11l Ye neaded to repay the Pnotographic Division for work it

bas done and the balznce will be spent to obtain reproductions of old prints in the
Historiecal Soeiety of Pennsylvenia. Mr. Paterson recommended that the Commisgion
also obtain copiss of the plates of the Haxamer and Locher map, 1859, relating to
the Society Hill Area. This will be done, t was Resolved that 2ll the mcney he
spent, iancluding the $24.75 in Class 400, which can be used %o buy a straight chair
or & desk lamp,

Dr, Tinkoom's Report was approved.

UNFINISHED BUSINES

126 Elfreth’s Alley. Mr. Psterson reported that this is owned by the Leandmaric Society
which plans to restors it to its original period ¢ 1762, It will take some time to
decide what should be dome and there will be z further report at the next meeting.
KIEKBRIDE!S.

No further word from Mr. Baksr. It was mentioned that Mr. fughes wants the building

Tor the City's Archives, but that Commissioner Baker is not interssted. Mr, Batien
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was to have spoken to Mr. Wagner, but since he was not present, Mr. Batien could noi
report on this. Mr. McDowell urged thet Mr. Batien or Mr, Simon write to Mr. Wagnsr
znd he added that it would be wise to note whzt the loss of Kirkbride's would mean
to the City as well as to point out thet it would be am extremely convenient place
in which to store the City's records.

PENNSYLVANIA HOSPITAL HURSES! HOME,

Nothing further Lo report. Mr. Simen seid that tre Hospital had agreed to give ail
detsils of materisls to be used in the new building., He reviewed ail that had.oc-
curred during the summer as reported in the Minutes of the last Mseting.

SCHUYLKILL ARSENAL. HNothing new to report.

FORT MIFFLIN. It is understood that the Federal Government hes or is making an
eldaborate study of this fortificatiom.

CANNON BALL FiRM., Nothing new to report.

BEAJAMIN RUSE BOUSE

Mr. Thomas Graham is pushing the restoration aand preservetion of this, hoping to have
it rsstored through the agency of the County Medical Society.

SANNAKER SCHOOL. The Housing Authcrity hopes to preserve this.

NEW_BUSINESS

The Collection of bocks in the City Architect!s office. Mr. Simon reported that it

nad been suggested that these be placed under the Commissionts supervision. Mr. Schwabe
voiced his approval. He said tha% the bookcases could be fitted with locks. It was
the opinion of Mr. Willisms thet it should be clearly understood that the Commission
takes no regponsibility for the loss of any of these books. If that is so understood
the Cozmmission will be pleased to have the bocks for use in its new office in City

Hall.

Functions of the Fxecubive Secretary. Mr. Simon reported that the Commission office

is under msnned. He read a paragraph in a lebter writtem in December 1936, by Mr.

William Smith, the then Administrative Officer for the Depariment of Public Property,
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vhich indicated thst the Commission's seeretary was to have equal status with the
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the gasze, a1~

seeretery of the Art Commigsion and othar Citv Commigsaion This 1
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though this Commission 25 the Chairmen pointed out, has a plightl: different lazal
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status from that of the commissions established by City Charter. How, two yeazrs
later, it appears thzt the statue of the executive secretary is s%ill not cleazrly
understoed. The Creirman called the zttention of thoszpresent to the Prepared
stztement, describing the sacreteryts dutles, saying thut in his opinion, it would
be valusble to have this appear in the rscord. The #zmbers wers asked to comment,
Mr. Schwabe said that the statement proved that the work of the Executivse Seeretary
of this Historical Commission is indeed comparable to that of cther commissiona,
Tre Craimman remariad thet there are two reasoas for presenting this statement now,
It was moved and seconded thet the statenert be incerporatad into the tody of the

Minuten;

~

Functions of the Executive Z=zcretar

ition to keeping in olose touch with the Chairman snd : istorizn, praspar-
Budgey, Supervising routizs dutiess of running the Historices Commissioats
attending to its corre pondence, filing, Minutes, r %
as Bxecutive Secretaryts most important functicns i
sion to the publie.
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Submizsicas and plans faor restoration, =2ltersziion snd T
have Increased aad continus to do 80 Week by week. It i
retary to sheer a property-owner through the entire Drocess ol outelniag necessary
pemmits for restoring a dwelling that has been certified as bsinz hiat rigcally sig—
aificent.

cpertics
T thz sec-

Work with the publiec implies ability to minimize difficulties r:al or imagined,
which the property-owner sy meet before the proper papers ere in his hond #od the
Commission's approval granted for the work he has in mind. This enteils imowledge
of the reguirsmsntz of ke Building Code and City Ordinances contrelling ail phases
of the work involved. t means having some imowledge of projeets under jurisdiction
of the City Planning Commission and of any pending rezening of areas undsr study by
the several agencies involved in expresiays or rehabilitatisn, Working with ihe
public involves mowldge of sources of architectural nformetion, whsre S0 find five
insurance surveys, blueprints, photographs, photostats, prints and Aistorical Amer-
lcan Buildings Surveys.

The Executive secretary must imow whers other pertinent information may te obvained,
such a3 tex records, deeds, court records and the many facilitiss of the Free Library
Historical Socisty of Pemgylwaniz and the American Phiiosephical Sceietr, Some

=
imowledge of the 8cope znd power of the Redevelopment Aathority and the functions of
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of such agencies as the Old Philadelghia Corporation are also useful; so is some
egperience in historicsl research.

It is essentis) that she have had sone experience in pupdic relations, in view of

he exacting nature of the deball and volume of the Commission's work in its rapid-
1y expanding program of preservation and restoration of Philadelphis’s unigue heri-
tafe of eighteenth and early nineteenth century buildings. 4 major factor in pro-
moting the success of the Commission is thet the Fxecutive Secretary be zdept in
handling intermural contacts, such as the Department of Licenses and Iaspections,
as they impinge upon the funchions of the Priladelphia Historical Commission.
This statement demonstrates that the Commission needs more clarical help and more

, The Chsairman
meney. He reminded the Members thst Mr. Gennetti hed offersd to provide typing
help whenever possible., It wes asiked if this would always be convenient, Mrs,
Dilworth wondered if the Commission could count on the loan of a typist twice a week.
Mr. Schwabe regorted thet the Commissioner's office is squally herd up for typists
and secretariess, but reitergated Mr. Gennetti's offer to give the Philedelpnia Hig—
torical Cowmission ss much help as possible. Dr. Tinkeom confirmed Mr. Schwabels
point thet Mr. Gennetti's office is short of typists, end noted thst in July, 103 HABI
Forms had been sent to the Commigsionerts office &t his suggestjon, for typing., These
wers returned completed, in October. It seems likely therefore, that in spite of
willingness to help, the Commissioner's office vwould not be able to bs of much as-
sistance, if the job to be dome were a rush Jjob,
Mr. Simon reported that he had asied that the increase ia Mrs. Maurer!s salary, ap—
proved by the Commission when its budget was presented to the Devertment of Public
property last spring, be reinststed in the Budget. He said that Mr. Gennetti had
agreed to look infc the matier,
Mr. Simon asked the secretary to read the Landmark Society!s letter and Resolution
regarding the plans for redevelopgting Washington Squers Eaest, énclosed with it. Mr.
Simon pointed out thet in his opinion there were two points te censider: The ares
must be saved from demolition and high-rise buildings kept to the perimeter. If
thexe were done, the Commission cannot object too much to the proposed plans. The

Chairman reminded the Members of the letter sent Yo the late Commissioner Regalbuio

and to others in Junuary 1958, which has received mo official recognition., He said
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the Comnission would like to have the proposals cited in that letter, accepted in

- some formal way by the Redevelopment Authority.

A discussion of the several plans, on exhibition in the Mayorts office followed. Tt
was reported that the three thirty-story buildings, proposed by Webbh and Knagp, for
Area 4, to contain 900 families, agree with studies made by Wrizht, Andrede and Amenta,
who had mapped that area with intent o make best use of Lhe land where the wholesale
markets on Dock Strest are presently located. A1l four firms which are bidding for
contracts to redevelop Area A, used this map. The commend was that it is inevitable
that scme houses heve heve to go end there will b some high-rise buildings, no
matier which firm obtains the contract, It was 2lso noted that a restudy of Arsa B
appears likely,
I% was suggested that the Commission issue a restzbement of its previous recommendaticn:
Thet the area from Second éévFifth, ¥alnut to Pine be set zside as an historic arsa
that there should be no high-rise buildings within it; but that outside tidis arsa
the Commission recognizes the necessity of growth and progress. The restatement
sbculd be sent immediately to Mr. Rafsky, Mr. Day, the Mzyor, Mr. Wagner, Desn Perkins
and others. Mr. Petersorn suggssted that the sbatement be sent o as many people and
orgainzations as possible,
Mrs. Dilworth remerked that high-=58e rise buildings on the weet side of Fifth Stieet
cub the ares off from Washington Square, which in her opinicn is not desirable.
STATEMENT OF TIE PHILADELPRTA HISTORICAL COMMIZ3ION ON THE REDEVELONMENT OF
SCCIETYI HILL
The Philadelphia Historieal Ccmmission is required by Sectlon 14~-2008 of Bill #6955,
passed by the Council and spproved by %ayor on November 3, 1956, "to promote the
public welfare by preserving nﬂatorlc Du11aanﬂs.." and "o afford the City, intersstad
persong, historical sceieties or orgenizations the opportunity to acquire or %o arrange
for thes preservation of such buildings.n®
The Commission has recommended, as an essential part of this preservation, the creation
of AN HISTORIC AREA of about tﬂlIﬁJ—Sla acres bounded on the west by Fifth Strezst, on

ths east by Second Street, on the south by Pine Street, and on the north by & line
about 220 feet south of Walnut Street. The ARFA c:ntalns ,£ and the Commission has s8
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certified, 319 buildings of bistoric significance, contemporary with the founding

of the Nation. It adjoins the Independence Nationsl Historic Park whizh is recog-
nized nationally as the most important historic site in the country, because of Inde-
pendence Hall and the other historic buildings neardy.

Parts of thisg ARTA ers now under consideration fo

6]

redevelopment.

The Philadelpnia Historical Commission, on October 28, 1958, unanimously reaffirmed
its conviction that this AREA must be preserved by restricting it to residential
uses, qualified by the meximumm competent resborablon and preservation of the cxistig
historie buildings and by the construction of nsw houses, providing they are in cen~
sidered harmony and scale with the existing buiidings.

Phe Commission believes thzt the construction of contemporary residentlal and com-
mercisl high-rise buildings arcund the perimster of the ARTA, if competently designed
end executed, and the Commission believes that tre 014 Philadelphia Corporation will
insist on thkis, will be en important contribution to the welfare of %the City. They
should help to stabilize the economy of ths neighborhocd and protect the historic
buildings in the AREA’

It recognizes that as the plans for redevelopment are of consldersble scope, adjust-
ments both to the boundaries and the uses of the AREA may be found necessary. It
believes they will bs minor changes and can be made without materially qualifying the
historie values. It also observes that Washington Square, while outside the AREA
geographically, is actually an integral pert of it historiczlly. The Commission Iinds
that it should not be sepersted frem the AREA by high-risk buildiags.
The redevelopment of the AREA under cecasideraticn cen he either ancther project
gimilar to commercizl enterprises here and abroad, or, it cen be dl.stinglished both
by serving contemporsry needs and contributing to the preservation of this incompar—
able collection of historic builldings, which will constitute a unigue setiing of
commensurable value to it. It must be remembered, znd the plans besed on the fact,
thot the fortunate existence of these buildings to-day, is the one essentlal reason
for this redevelopment.

For the Commission

Grant M. Simon, Chzirman

The Meeting was adjourned at five olclock.
Respectfully submitted

Charles E. Peterson
Becrelary.




