MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE AECHITECTURAL COMMITTEE
OF THE
FHILADELFHIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION
4 July 1987
David Hollenbesreg, Chalrman
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onal Historic Fark

Richard Tvier, Historic Preservation Ofificer
Handal Baron, Preservation FPlanner

HMeryvie L. Winston, Hiszbtovical Avehiteot
Manreen Heaney, Slerk Stenc I

Alzo: Sabrina Soong, Architec
for the uompiwt@ reha
et Z38 H., 10th Street

George Lvman, Tracey Lambert and Jock Deasey,
Architect for Johnson’s Wholesale Florist,
asnd VMarso Heegman of Amtrack to presenit s
proposal for the installstion of a grsenhouse .
structure for the sale of flowers in the
southwest corner of tie esreat main room in
30th Btrest Station
Frank ¥Welse, Avchitect, to
sxtensive alterations o
Carriags Houses
Stewart WN. SZchlosser, Avchitect, to presesnt a
proposal for the rehabilitation of &
mid-nineteenth uentuyy granite commer
building into a "Bed and Breakfast” Inn
Kate Cleveland, Architect, 1o present a proposal
which oalls for extensive interioxr
albterations, minor exterior alterations anda
landscape alterations to the Vernon House and
Paxrk

Kenneth Olarke and Jack Lee from Girard College to
redquest a demolition permit for six one—story
storage and workshop buildings at Girard College

Diran Alexanian and Howard Krasnoff of First

Fidelity Management to regquest guldance on what
tjpe of addition would be acceptable to the

Mcllhenny Houses located at 18912-18914
ﬁlttenhouse SouRres

Michasl Stack from the Forrest Theatre and Michael

., Bilanchini from Melrose Waterproofing Company

Lo prasent a proposal for the repointing and

caviking of the facade of the Foryvest Theatre
located at 1114 Walnut Strest

te present a2 proposal

syl
Bilitation of the buildins

roposal
alianats
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Mary Lou HeFarland and Lenore Millhollen. Preservation
Doaltion of Greater Fhilaedelvhia

Hilliam Jordan, Center Cityv Besidents Assocliation

238 ®H. 10th Sitrest, Sabrina Soong, Architect. This
application <alls forx the complete rvehabilitvation of
the building at 238 H. 10th Street. This include
installing new six-over-six trus muntin window sa
new acor, doorframe and arched fyansom wWindow,
rebuilding the curved marble stoop and having the
ornamental stair rail repilcated in iyon U,Es_a.ng, the
remaining pieces as a model. Damasgsed slate on the
mansard is to be repiaced in slate. The paint on the
front wall will be removed and the side wall will be
repalired and stuccoed in two Ltonss of stucos Lo
indicats floor levels. The appliication also calls for
puilding a three-story addition at the rear coversed by
a2 gable roof.

The Commit t & yecommended approval of the work with the
foellowing szceptions:

i} The roof of the rear addition shoulid
be flat rather than gabled.

23y  Thes door should replicate the door at
231 1/72 H. 190th Strest.

31 The Commitise asked that the applicant

reuse and salvage as much of the onrved
marbile stoop as possible.

4% The Commiititese also requested that ths
avoniteot submit a detaliled elevation of
the railing thet will be recsst

Y

The Committes unanimoeusly recommended an approval ¢
proisct pending the receipt and approval of revissed
Arawings.

Tiis
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Street Jtation, Gregory Lyman, Tracy Lambert of Johnson’s
fholesale Flovist, Jock Deasey, Architect, and HMargo
Heegeman of Ambrak., This application calls for the
installation of a2 greenhouse structure for the sale of
flowers in the southwest corner of the main waiting room in
30th Street Station. This greenbouse is meant Lo balance
vizually a snack bar in the northwest corner of the waibtins
room. The gresenhouse will serve as a sales area. The
storage and workroom will be in a room behind the main
zitting aresa. Cerepeting for the snack bar and ths
ErSEnhonse 15 LS50 Droposed.
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rahiitectural Committee recommended that the proposed

L P

ik

Eignage atop the gresnbouse e removed and placsd on & ons
foot band that will run along the sides of the santire
Erasnhonss,

The Commities recommended a conceptual approval for the
rroposaed greenhouse; however, before a final recommendation
can be made revised drawings must be received and approved
by the Architectural Committeoe members.

2039-318 5. Chadwick Streew, Frank Weilse, Archivect. This
proposal calls for the extensive alterations to & row of
simpls ltallanats carriage ho% with a setback thirvd-story

15y
addition, a seriesn of addsd Qbid storyy baloonies, the
lengthening of the first and scond story windows as well as

new door and window treatme nt within the doorwavs and
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sarriage openings. My, VWeise alse proposes o enlargs a
small window inte a garvage door opening at the south end of
tThe carriage houses, which Hr., Welse cliaimed originally
sxisted

The Commitibee could find no visual evidence oi an originasl
garags opening in the ﬁhu&ugraﬁhu of thb carriage houses.
My, Tvier agreed Lo inspect the building fuL evidence of

i

tis feature.

The Commitee rejsched the provosal, sayving that the numerous
additional elemenits were totally inappropriaste to the
chiaractey of these buildings, HMr., Tvler recommended that Hr.
Weise lock at some of the renovated carriage houses on
Brandywine Street in the Spring Garden section to obitain
ideas for an appropriate rehabilitation desisgn for the
carriage house, Additionally, the Committee requested a
sight-line study o ilndicate whether the roof top addition
woinld be visible from Pins Sireed.

The Committes also recommended that existing masonry
openings should not be enlarged and that almpip QAYTiaEe
house doors, perhaps with glass panels, could e used and

ERT]

that any roof top construction be simpls in design and
should not be visible from FPine Sirest.

, Stewart HN. Sehliosser. Architect. X
5 for the rehabilitation of & mid rninet
nry granite commercial building inte a "Bed and

n. The extensive interiory work will have no
iwmpact on vhe exterior. Thé front Ta aae WuzCh is aiready
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rst fioor, signage and aluminum infill wi e

i i
moved and wuoden transoms and doors will be insta
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e milised to match the several original
EA till left on the buiilding or on i
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The Dommititee unanimously agreed to recommend an approval of
this project



PYROTURAL COMMITTER 4 D oJuly 1aay

Germantown Avenus, Vernon House, Eate Cleveland. architech.
This proposal <calls Tor the sxtensive interior alterations,
minor exterior alierations and landscape alterations Lo
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central grand stalrway that was removad when

r@ﬁulmd 12
ing was ased as & library. FExterior changes
e

2 .
Yarnon Houss
in

the bulil

n&iude i

i w gntvters, new bunlkhead doors, paint to match
sxisting, the removal of a wmodsrn pive stairrail and the
axtension of two older stairrvalls on the front steps. as
well as the lengthening of two windows on & new rear
sddition. Propossd revisions Lo landscaping include:

1} wuilding a ralilsed rectangular terrace in f ont of
the hounse where prasently a simple axial walkway
f=ads up o ths front stairs;

21 creating & landscaped sitting area at the side of
the entrance of the caretaker’s aparvimsnt:

31 rerouting the walkway at the rear of the propsriy
to discourage pedestrians from looking inhbo the
windows of the living arveas, and building a fencs
to create an enclosed back vard., and

i} pidm“ﬂg HYAC upits hidden by a low fence at the
reay of the house.

After consulting with the staff. HMs., Lleveland drew a second
landsoaping proposal incorporvating staff comments.

This proposal:

i1 eliminates the ra
Duilding while re
Way Lo the house;

21 areates a simple walkway bordered by shrubs at the
noerth side of the building;

33 reroutes Lthe rear walkway but substitutes dense
shrubbery along the rear of the house instead of
fencing in the back ward: and,

41  substitutes shrubbery instead of a Fenced pen e
hide the BYAD svshbenm.

igsed terrace in front of th
taining the present axial w

\w'

The Committes recommends approval of all the propossd work
on The house with the exception of the lengbhing of the two
stairrails. The Committee recommends instead the
installation of a central stairrail tﬁ be installed us
the existing hoeles in the marble. 'he Committes rejec
first landscaping proposal and repommanda approval of
second proposal.

-31914 Rittenhouse Bgunarve, Howard Erasnoif and Dirvan Alexanisn
of First Fidelity Management appeared before ths Commitise
Lo receive guidance on what btype of additional construcition
would be acceptable on the site.
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The Committes pointed out that a provosal to buiid &
thirtesn story bower atop the houses had recently been
rejsobed in concept by the Hist ion.  The

Gompsitlies v ng perhaps &8 high as
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ox
commended that a bulill
ries could be built on Manning Strest, attached to
the rear of the Mellhenny Houses. Such a building could
extend across the entire width of the propevity dnd rize 5
maximum of two stovies above the ﬁoiihénnv Houses., This
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would preserve the window of blue sky on Rittenhouse aAguars
St yrast and the new construchion would look like a separate
buiiding on HManning 3treet. An additional pilece of new

construction could be built on the lot that presently houses
a garden and a one-story domed wmodern entry-way that By,
#ellhenny had built during his residencs in the houses.

This new construction should be built at the lot line and no
highsy than the cornice line of the adjacent buildings on
nithenhouse Square Street Lo restore the original street
aaope.,

1114 Walrmt Strest, Michael Stack, Esg., and Michael F. Blanchini
of HMelrose Waterproofing Combpany to present a proposal for
the repointing of the Front facade of the Forrest Thealrs
located at 1114 Walnut Street. This respointing is Lo
include ramoving of the old mortar with a povwe mw. LT

zls0 prooosed that two windows on the East wall >f the
bUmiﬂlnf e iﬂ_iéd in with white bBrick and toothed into the
existing wal
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at the meeting that an on-site inspsceibion
neted by both staff and Commities membay
ing and evaluate the work toe be dons
¥ t the time of the on-site inspection. it
BEX ewﬁ +o use white moritar rather than gray. A test
1 was applied to the facade on Friday, 10 July. and was
inspected by Mr. Tvler on Honday, 13 July; at this
e M. Pyier inspechted the building and noted that ths
wexk had not been done neatly. Another paich was applisd
and thiat was to be inspected on Tuesday, 14 July, Hr. Tyler
inspaected the site and found the final test patoi

coepbable, Mr. Tyier stated that he will visit the site
fFrom time to time to inspect the work being dons on the
building. Alszo at the on-site inspection it was agresd that
the brick infill in the windows should be recessed sevaral
inches to preserve the form of the opening.
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Bipard Collsge, Hohert Hawthorne, Contractor and Ja iz
Girard College. The applicants appeared bef;xe the
Commithes to regquest permission to demolish six one-—st
storage and workshop buildings constructed along the 1
of the wall of Girard College. The apwplicants submitt
piotures of the buildings which are to be torn down, showing
that they were vacant and modern except for the Victorian
Gothic Cavventry Shop and the Foundry.
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The Committes recommendsed approval of the demolition of all af
the buildings with the exception of the Carpentyy Shon. The
approval of the other five building is rvecommended with
condition that the Historical Commission reogive ybungr Qhu
documenting these buildings. The Committee recommendead tThat Lhe
folliege give strong consideration for possible reuses of the
Carpentry Shop. The 3taff will make an on-site inspsciion o
determine the condition of this building.
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Fhare being no further business, the meeting sdjourned at 5:10 p.m.

FURe S 1

Respaectfuilly submitited,

Maureen Heaney
Clerk Stencgrapher I



Architectural Committee Meeting
9 July 1987

Amplification of 1912-1914 Rittenhouse Square

Howard Krasnoff and Diran Alexanian appeared before the

Committee for First Fidelity Management to seelk guidance on the
possible further development of the former Henry McIlhenny
resldence on Rittenhouse Square.

The Committee pointed out that it had recently heard a
conceptual presentation for the construction of a thirteen-story

building to the rear of the site and that the Committee and
Commission had rejected this proposal.

In response to the request of 9 July, the Committee observed
that the present buildings stand four stories in height, or the
equivalent of five to six floors in a modern building. In order
to respect the historic scale of Rittenhouse Sguare as
represented by the Mcllhenny property, the Committee suggested
the appropriateness in concept of erecting a new structure
rerhaps as high as eight stories oriented visually toward Manning
Street and set back substantially, i.e., forty to fifty feet,
from the building line on Rittenhouse Square. Such a building
could extend across the entire width of the site along Manning
Street. This approach would maintain the “"window" of sky from
the Sguare and give the appearance of a separate structure on
Manning Street. This suggestion entails the loss of the Manning
Street portion of the complex and the dome entryway at 1916
Rittenhouse Square and the garden for the construction of a new
building, residential in character, on the Rittenhouse Square
property line, and to the cornice line of the adjacent

structures. This would serve to reestablish the earlier street
scape.



