THE SIXTEENTH MEBETING of the PIDLADELFUIA HISTORICAT COMMI SSLON,
Held on October 29th, 1957 at 3:30 P. M., in Room 813, City Hall
Annex. The following Members were present:

Mr. Grant M. Sinon, Chairmer

Mr, R. Norris Williams, II.

Mr. Charles,E. Peterson

Also present were:

Mrs. &. A. Gilchrist, Architectural Historian
of the National Park Service
Mr, dJohn Gane, Architect for Wwright, Andrade
and amenta .
Dr. DMsrgaret B. Tinkcom, Historian
Mrs. Theresa V. Pulice, Executive Secretary
|

The Meeting was called to order at 3:35 P, M,
The Minutes of the last Meeting, held Juns 25th, were approvad,
Or. Tinkcom submitted a report of historiesl revearch from July

1st to August 18th., This report was approved with %he following
comments: '

y//IEEmSURED DRAWINGS OF EIGHT HOUSES

-1t was decided to substitute 217 Spruce Street in
lieu of the Washington Square houses to te measured
by 'Mr. Robbins. This is one of the houses on which
the Pommission previously had title scarches made.,

TECHNICAL TERMS TO BE USED IN THE JESCRLPTIQON QF BLDGS:

Dr, Tinkcom .and Mrs. Gilchrist, who is working with
Mr. Peterson at the National Park Service, will col~-
laborate on standardizing the Commission's procedure
in the survey of buildings. :

v PAMPHLETS ON '(HE OLD CLTY:

Dr. Tinkcom felt that this would be a good thing
to think about deing in the future and possibly pro-
vide for in the 1959 Budget

There has been a wealth of general information found
in the newspapers and insurance surveys which could
- be used to compile an unpretentious little guide book

to the 01d City. . - A pamphlet, something like
that used by the Charleston art Association, could be
prepared. '

It was requested that Dr. Tinkcom make up a prospec-—
tus as to the kind of information that could bve
gathered together for this puUrpose. . 'gw/

v
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Mr. Simon sugsgested that this might be included
in the yearl report submitted tc Councils.x

Mrs. Pulice was requested to find out whether
or not there is a limit to the size oT a repcrt
of this kind .

# report of administrative activitics from July 1st to October
2lst was submitted to the Comaission by ilrs. Pulice. This re-
port was approved with this comment:

¥’ The Commission wes advisod thet the 1958 Budgot
has been roviewed by the Managing Tircctor, but ’
1t has not yet gone into City Council. The Com-
mission will be notificd when it goes before City
Council, so that g representative of tre Comnission
will be present,

V//£EDEVEZO?HENT ACTINETY QF SOCIFTY HITT

e ——, rmre— s s+ e

v At 4:00 P, M., Wr, John 7. Gane, of Wriznt, andrade and
Amenta, archisvects, at bresent under cont—act wvith the Redevelop-
ront authority, ceme into the neceting to t21k zbout the survay
whick is heing cenduacted at present in the Society Hill ares,

Mr  Cene states tha“ the architccts are naking a general block .
by hlocek gurve; eof aprroximately 300 builcings, roughly boundagd
by Fronb Str.et to MTth and Walnut Strect %o south, for the
purposes of determining the present use and to suggest a future
use in the Society Hill arca,

This survey was started by malking a gecneral block Survzy in
pictures, (Mr. Gane displaycd a sample of this kind of survey,
showing picturcs of buildings pasted on white hard paper and
giving a gencrsl desgription of the buildings. ) They are now
going into these buildings and obtaining photographs and rough ’
floor sketches. With the sketches, a conditions review isg made, .
€+g+, whether trim has bcen replaced, how the upper floors are '
used, condition of thefront, back angd party walls, kind of elec=
tricity, type of heating and how much of the original fabrie

aAfter the survey of 300 buildings is completed, tho srchi-
- fects will select twenty buildings of which actual measured
drawings will be made.  The choice of the twenty buildings will
be made aftmz.thg 8loek-hu-block SUurvey and will be influenced
by several things, such as the condition of the building, resi-
dential use and historical value, It would also be desirable +0
have a row of about six or cight houses studied.

it

iww The Redevelopment authority would like to call on-interésted

people, owners where Possible, or developors, to digcuss the pos~
sible use of these buildings. - S
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Hr, Simon steted that the intcerests and problems of this
group and the Commission, are similar and the desirability of
pooling information was expressed. This Secling was unanimous
and ir. Ganc stated that the Redevelopment ~utherity would make
avellalle for photographing or copying, anv information gathered

by them. He will-begin by sending tho Commission & 1st-of tuiid-.

ings on which murveys are being made. .
. 7{\ .

HABS Survey: (H‘S\.W'o_ (Lmeniecun \r'au_-..,Qc\,,MQYh $\_L4V‘Q%
V//' tMr. Poterson statew that the Nationni Park‘Servicc andg

the ATA had started a survey of Barly smerican wrchiteecture in
£33 which continued only until Pearl Farbur., DLest summer, a .
substantial sum was appropricted to renew Ghis activivy in the
Eastorn States, ..

Mr. Pcetersoen and Mrs. Gilcurist disypl:yed some architcat—
ural drewings made by students. It was wirted out that 1.00%
rag psper &rd inlr were used for permancrncy cnd tre drawings
vere or a stardarvdized size. The cost of & comvlete sheet is
appooximateiy $.75.00. when made by studanve.

i Natienal Inverntory forms uscd in the listing of historic
buildings wer: also displaycw. The Conmiusion has a2 supply
of theese toims oz hard and hepes bo be adle to start work 3

n - ) dam -
vhe naear fulburoe.

SKYSCRaPER 8 4%h & AILLLNG 'S .ooiY:
SOG\"\'*\“"‘T
Mr. Pstcrson stated that he felt the Commission should
oppose the erectilon of a sxyscraper designed by Oscar Stonorov
and proposed by the City Planning Comnission for & site at 4th
and Willing's Allcy. It was the general foeling of the Commis~
sion that a building of this kind would not be in character with
the arca. However, Mr. Simon stated that many of these proposed
projects are not consummato. and felt that thcre was no immediate
necd for alarm in this instance, ‘

He was asked to preparc a statement on this for the consid- -
eration of the Commission.

;/ THE GRORGE HOUSE:

This house (on the SE cor of Drexel Road and City Line)
was recommcnddd by Judge Klein to be added to the list of core
tificd buildings. Judge Klein also submitted information on
this house togcther with his recommendation. Dr. Tinkcom was
asked to obtain photographs of the houso.

“' The Mecting was adjourne. 2t 5:30 P, M.

i
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Charles E. Peterson
Secretary
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