MINUTES OF THE 246th STATED MEETING OF THE PHILADEIPHTA HISTORTCAL COMMISSICH

Pregent @

Also
present:

3 April 1980

P, Otto Haas, Chsizman

F, Otto Haas, Chairman of the Commiszion

¥rs. Jamss Co Crumliish, Jev.

Edward Pinkowalkd

Jogeph W. Browm, Cummigsicnsy, Depariiment of Publis Propsrty
Val C. Mogensen, Fxecutive Asstatast Divestor of Finance

Herbert W. Yevy, A.L.A., Architacturel Advigor to the Commission
Barbara Liggett, Archaszological Consultant to the Cammigzion
Richard Tyler, Historian

Patricis Siemicntkowski, Exscubtive Aosistant 2o the Chairman

Tvan Shomer, Chalrman of the Commereial Taw Department, City of Philadelphia
Pallip 8. Brody. Esq., Legal Coussel, Office of Housing and Conmmity Development.

Uriese otherwise aoted, all) sections taken hersin are the results of
mohiong corvectly meds, seconded and carried,

The Minutes of the Stated Mesting of the Philadelphia Historicsal Commission

held on 6 Merch 1980 weve spproved and dirested to be filed,

The Report of the Architectural Commiitse for 19 Msrch 1980, Herbert W

lovy, AcI.A., Chairman, Architectura. Advisor to the Commission. Following
8 brief disecussion of the significance of 48 Scuth 3rd Street and the
Committee’s recommendetion to award the building & "Certified Altered"
plaque, the 19 March report was approved and dirseted to be filed with

the official ecpy of the Minmutes,

The Report on Philadelphia Historical Commission Staff Activities for the

month of March, Richard Tyior, Historien. Dr. Tyler’s report was
approved and dirested 10 be filed with the offisial copy of the Minutes.

OLD BUSINESS

Certification of 505 North 2ist Strest, Richevd Tylsr, Historian, The

Historian reported to the Commission on the recaipt of a letter from
the owner of 505 North 2let Strect refusing the certification of her
property. At the recommendation of Mr, Tyler, the mebter was referred
to the Comnittee on Certification for ite considersiion.
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WEW BUSINESS

Progedures, Commissioner Joseph Wo Brown, Departumsnt of Public Property.
Mr. Brown brought to the atienticn of the Commissicn ths advisibility
of establishing a set of by=laws under which the Commission wounld
operate. This would not only provide the Commission with procedurel
guidelines but also address the present ambiguities concerning the
number of Comnission membeis and the statua of the Architectural
Advizor and Lhe Archaeclogival Oonsullant. Mr. Shomer of the Oity
Solicitor's Office emphasized the nesd to resolve these gquestions in
the proper manner and Yo provide for a more foriaal organization of
the Commission's sctivity from s legel perspuctivs.

A motion to estublish a ecommittes to work with the City Solieitorf's
Office in the formulation of by-laws was presented for congideration.
After a brief discuseion, thz motion was seconded and carried. I
was agreed thet the Chalrmen would eppoint several of the Commission
members to this committee, At the suggestion of Hy, Shomer, the
Comnission directed that a Jetter he sent to the attention of Mark
Arronghick, First Deputy City Solicitor, requesiing the sppointment
of & Lew Departnent staflf member 4o work with the By-laws Cummittee.
Since Mr. Brody has cxpressed an inbtersst in the Commission, bis
appointment to the committes will be suggested.

Preservation Week Exhibition; Richard Tyler, Historian. With Praservation
Weck quickly approaching, Mr. Tvler related to the Commission the
gtaff's interest in producing a pregservation oxhibvit to be showm at the
Americen Institute of Awhitests' Office during ths wesk of May Lith.
The show would consist of belore mnd after photographs, ¢ld insurance
Buiveys, archivects'! drawings and other documerntary materiais for
approximately 15 buildings. When available, three-dimensional itens
would alsc be incorporated imtc the sxhibit.

Mr, Levy reported on the Heritage Conservation and Resresbion Sexvice's
(HCRS )} interest in develoning & preservation wesk sxhibit as well and
suggeated thel the two offices might work together jointly on & projest.
My, Levy expected to be hearing shortly from HCRS end agreed to pub
them in comtact with the Comission staff.

After considerable discussion of the proposel; a motion was made to
allow the staff to emamine the feasibility of praparing s preservetion
week exhibit and to pursue its development if stafl tims and rescurces
permit.

¥r, Shomer cautioned the staff concerning the acguisition of releases
from cwaers $o use thelr buildings in the exhibit and from restoration
architests to show their drawings. The staflf sgreed to acquire all
the requisite permissions befors using any meterials in the show,
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NEW BUSINESS {Cont'd)

HoCoRoSo Gramt Opportunity, Richard Tyler, Historian. The Commissionis
Historian reported on the present status of the Pailadelphia Historie
Sites Survey and the proposed changes in the program,

The original plan for this program called for & matching grant-din-aid
uf $45,000 Lo the Oliy Plamning Comsission by the State Cffice of
Historic Preservation for the ccordination of the survey. Ths City
metched this with staff serviesz, office spacs, sguipmsvt use snd the
like. It also divided the City into ten sectors to be studied and
surveyed by individual institutions or orgenizstions selected by the
tate, To date, four contracts have bean lab} they are for ths
Northwest, Maneyuni-Roxborough, South Philadelphia and Ceater City.

The leas than satisfactory performance by one comtrastor lsd to s
csncellation of that contract and & reevalustion of the program.

The decision was made to honor the thres remaiuing contracts and to
seek a aingle eontractor te survey the rest of the City. This will
reduce the responsibilities of the eocordinator, Elizebsth R. Mints, and
free her to assist the Historiesl Commission's staf? with voupine
activities reisted to the federal-state historie preservation program.
It slso entails the tranefar of the grant from the City Planndng
Comejgsion Lo the Historieal Comiseion, Ponds ave svailable from the
State for this through 30 September 1980, '

After some discusaion of this propossl, & motion was made to submit

in the Commiseion’s name an spplieation for a grant-in-aid for $12,000
from the State Office of Historic Preservetion, It was sgreed that

the 50F match provided by the City would be delivered Jn kind services
and that the applieation for the grant would be made in ecoordinstion
with Comuissioner Brown's office. This mcbion wee zeconded and cerried.

Bzfore the meeting adjourned; Mr. Jevy extended an dnvitation to the
Commission membere to asttend the sessions of the Architectural
Committee held on the third Wesnesday of cach nonth. These mestings
begin at 2:30 p.m. and are held ia the Historical Commission offices.

There being no further business, the meeting sdjourned at 4:20 ol

Respsetiully submitted,

Patricia Sismiontkowsks
Exscutive Azsistant ¢ the Chairman



