MINMUTES OF THE 215th STATED MEETING OF THE PHILADEIPHIA HISTORICAL CCOMMISSION

Pregsant :

Algo:

7 July 1977
F. Otto Haas, Chairman

Janet S. Klein, Viee Chalirman of the Cammlission

Fdward Pinkowslcd

Val Mogensen, Exequtive Assistant Direetor of Pimance

Herbert W. levy, A.I.A., Architectural Advisor to the Commigsion
David Rosenblum, Esq., Assistant Clty Solic.it.or, Law Department
Richard Tyler, Historian

Patricia Siemiontkowski, Executive Assistant to the Chalrman

Jeff King, suwmer voluntesr in the Comnisgion office.

Unless otherwise noted, all action tsken hereln is the result
of mytions correctly made, seconded and carrled,

THE HINJ'I'ES of the Stated Mesting, 2 June 197‘7, were approved e.nd

:iireetad to be filed.

REFORTS

The Report of the Architectural Committee, Herbert W. Levy, Chairman,

for 15 June 1977 was epproved and direeted to be filed with the
ofi‘.iem eopy of the Minutes,

The Crmmission agreed to consent to the demolition of the building
situate at 921 South Strest, as recomended by the Architecturel
Cormittee in ita report of 15 June 1977, with the provision that -
the Redevelopment Authority inelude in the conveyanee of the lamd
t9 the developer and subseguent oumers of the property a covenant
. reguirdng the erection und retention of a cummemsrative ma.rker
bonordng Paul Subolmki on that site.

Recommendations by the Staff for the Certificatisn of Bulldings, Richard

Tyler, Histordan,

Dr. Tyler r@orted te the Commdanion that the Clty of Philadeiphia
had epplied under the Ecomomie Development Act for $600,000 for work on
the Hanayunk Csnal and perhaps some of the buildings along the canal.
His vesponse to the latter is to dlscourage the restoration of the
buildings, svggesting that they be stabliliged at this time to protect
them from further deteriorstion, and to use those fimids for landseaping
end the construction of recreational facilities along the canal.



' Report on Historleal Commission Staff Activities for the momth of Juns,

AN ' | |

REPORTS .

- In order for a building to be eligible for the receipt of
EDA funds, it should be included on the Natienal Register of
Historie Places. Although the eanal is not presently on the
Register, a letter from the Historisn indicating its eligibility
hes boen submitied., This eligibility determingtion has been con=
curred with by Vanece Packard of the Pennsylvania Historical and

Museun Gomnission.

" A favorable eligibility determination should allsw for the
aiproval and release of the encumbered fusds. Howsver, the ..
Historian sugpested to the Commission that local eertifisation,
a8 ‘requegted by the City's Managing Director, be undertaken to. .
supplement. this. o .

~ A questim was raised at this time in regard to the legalitj;

of eestifying e cansl sincs the Historicsl Comoission ordinance

specifieaily refers to the certifieation of buildings. To clarify

- this, a motion was made to certify those buildings which are an -

integral part of the Hanayunk Canal and their sppurtencnses. This

- motlon was seconded and carried. Dr. Tyler will inspect the ares

and list those buildings to be included in the ecertification astion,

Richard Tyler, Histoerian, Dr. Tylor's report mas approved and -

- directod to be filed with the official copy-of the Minutes.

Conespt of District Designstion, Richard Tgler, Historian. The Commission's

Vise Chairmsn thanked the Historian and Executive Assistant for
oolliecting the background maserial relating to district designation
diat.i:d.buted to the Commission membars at the June meeting for
thg mmo - i ' ’ ’

 Before discugsing tho eoneept of district deeignstion, Dr. Tyler
asked that the members divoree the coneept of district from the
specific issue of Old City. If district certification proves to be
an agsceptsble means of preservation for the Historieal Coumission,
Ol4 City ean be considered at a later time and its eligibility se

8 distrist can be determined through the appliestion of distydct
esrtification eriteris. : )

" One consequence of having a landmark perspective rather than-a .
district perspective, as pointed out by Dr. Tyler, is the loes of a
building's histordeal setting. Through the demolition of g number of
19th century and -early 20th eentury buildings in the Indecpendence
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Hatiomal Histordcal Park, the National Park Servise destroyed the
urban context of the area and created an histordeal envircmuent in.
the Park., Two examples of this type of limited perspective lsading .
tc an altered setting cited were ca.:pentera' Hgil and St. Joawh'
Church on Willing! 8 Ailev

- My, levy, the Gmiaaicm 8 Arehitee‘t.uml Advia@r, suggasted e T
t.he possibility of-ereating distriets in which any building or stmctm
would coms under the Historical Commission's purview for rensvation,
demolition and construction proposals, while still retaining cur
powar of individugl eortification. The Commlssicn's counsel noted
that designation of such a distriet could be done through a goning
ordinance. Such a district ordinsnce, would be presumed valid and
provide the Histordcal Commission with a stronger legal pesition |
than a distriet deslgnat:\.on through '.'mdividual certifisation eould pravideo

: Hre Hogensen pointed out that if a distrﬁ.et is eatablished by -
Counell, propossd alterations to every bullding within that distriet
would need to be reviewed by the Histordeal Commiission. By creating .
such districts, the Comisaion would gain the ebility to revisw pmposad
renovaticns within an ares yithout certifying eash building individually.
This would lend more credense to individual eertificatiom. A question
waa refsed, at this time, concerndng the review of new eomstruction.
in such a distrdet. Draﬁlerpomwmmuthamldnotljkotha -
Histordesl Commisgion to have control over nsw construstion becsuse of
the tendeney of historiesl commissions to have a conservative influsncs .

.on:new construction, Janet Elein pointed-out that within the existing

eoning laws limitations are already plased on nerr eonstruction in sueh
mt.ters as hedght rastrieticna, cpen space, ete.

 The Historian pointed ocut. hers the staff's recent £ield trips to . .
the West Philadeliphie area for the preparation of eligibility statements
on a.mumber of buildings for which money is belng requested under the
EDA and CD programs snd the importance of much of West Philadelphia
n@tnsaneighboﬁmd ormammmmm”amemmmm

_ Mr. Mopensen asked for a further clarification on the difference between
the eonoept of district designation ard the spseific problem of Uld

City which precipitated the Commission's current discussions. Dr,

Tyler pointed ocut that if the Commission finds distriet designmtion

valid in iteelf, we can then veturn to 0ld City and detemine uhether

or not it will seet the eritem for a distriet.
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The limitations of the Commisaion's present criterds ware noted
by Mr. Mogensen. Hs sugpasted that the Comuission consider the .
poesibility of broadaﬁng the concept of certification and empanding
the present criteria.. , E

It was decided that baemse of the few members pressnt no wt.ion
would be taken at this time., 4 further discussion of distriot.: ,
designation will be scheduled for the August mesting. Indeed, t.hesc '
deliberations whould continue until 21l questions are resolved.
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Delaware Valley Reg:!.onal Planning Oomission Requeat .for Remlew or Application
for Funds for the Powel House, Richard Tyler, Historian. Dr. Tyler
reported that a proposal had been submitted for the expenditure of -
$18,000 for some renovation work to the Powel Bouse. The Oom:lssion
after some discussion, agresd to endorse the approval of this q:plicationo

“ .
,C/a There beling no further business, the nwet:lng adjourned at 4:50 p.m.- e FET
| ' Respectfully submitted, - -

Patricds Slemionthowskd - .0
Executive Asslstant to tl:ge Chaiman
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