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APPROVED

THE THIRTIETH MEETING OF THE PHILADELPHIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION

HELD IN THE COMMISSION'S QFFICE, 634 CITY HALL, at 3:30 P. M., February 24, 1959

Present were: Mr. R. Norris Williams, II.
Mr. Charles E. Petarson

Mr. Harry G, McDowell, representing Mr. McConnell
Mr. William J. Schwabe, representing Commissioner Gennstti
Mr, (eorge I. Lovatt, City Architsct,

Mr. Grant M. Simoan, Chairman

Also present: Miss A, Adele Rudopph
Mr, Richard 8. Fuller
Dr. Margsret B. Tinkcom, Historian
Mrs. Charles J. Maurer, Exscuiive Secretary

TEE MINUTES of January 27, 1959, were aporoved as circulated.

DE. TIMKCOM!S REPOAT

Records relatlag to the eighiy—two houses which the Redevelopment Authority ex-
bects to acquire for behabilitation are being accumulated. 4 full report will
be ready for the next meeting.

The Chairman interposed a statement that Philadelphials gride in her first
families 13 well known. The study of these eighty-two houses is producint & re-—
port oo these first families,

br. Tinkcom suggested the advisability of accumulating a collsctica of slides.
whben gathering slides for her recent illustrated talk at Fort Washiagton, she
discovered that there are no slides of meny of the magor tuildings in the City
avzilable to the Commission., The question was asked: Qught the Commiassion to
have slides made and siould those which we have access to be duplic-ted? The

cose of duplicating them is thirty cents per slide. It was suggested that Mr,

Guy Klett at the Preabyterian Historical Society, might kavs & censiderzble col-
lection of important buildings among his slides. 4 MOTION was made by Mr. Schwabe
that the Commission spend twenty dollars at a time to builid up Lis collection of
slides., This sum would not require a formgl requisition. The Motion was secended
and carried,

UNFINTSHED BUSINLSS:

The Chairmsn introduced Miss Hudolph to the Commissicn. Miss fndolph is doing
Tesearch on the advertisements of the Pennsylvania Gazetie and taxing photographs
for the Commission.

SECCHD STREZT MARKET

Mr. Lovait was asked for his report. He said that as soon &s the Meyoris slgna—
ture was obtained, the restoration ef the H:ad House and a portion of Lhe Markat
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will gather momentum., 3ids will go out immediately, which will be 1
March 25th. Ther will bs awsrded by Harch 30th, and actuzl work wil
by the end of April.

The Chaiman resd a letter from Mr. G Edwin Brumbzugh, doted Februery 17, 1959
corroborating Mr. Lovatt's report, and adding thet he had fouad bemains of a

very early lightniag vod imstallation in the attic of the Head House, much like
that oo Gloriz Dei. Mr. Brumbaugh pointed out thet in hisz opinicn, itls instal-
lation of tie latier haed been supervised by Benjemin Franklin; and although the
onz found in the Head House was zob gquite as sarly, it may well have been modelled
upon the Franklin rods,

Mr. Peterson brought photoslatic prints of =arly scale drawings of Second Straei
showing the piars of the market shkambies in groups of four; the original width of
Second Streel and the additional foctage acguired for the market; the ownership
of the surrounding lois and otber pertinent detaila, 7The Chair sugze.ted that
the Commiassion formally thank Mr. Peterson for finding this valusble material
which will be forwarded to Mr. Brumbaugh as quickly as possibls, on Xotion from
Mr. Williams.

HMARSHALL'S COURT:

The secretary was asiced to r2ad a letier from Mr. M. 0. sndersca, dzted February
6, 1959, reporting the reasons for the Netional Park Service's decision io tear
down the dwellinygs on Msrshall's Court and tc ersct a service ares, I% was the
opinicn of trose present that Mr. Anderscn's opinion as to the value of these
nouses could be challengad. The Chair pointed out that it would bz nescsiseryior
the Commission to make a construchive suggsstion. My, williams made the sugzestion
thut the Commiszion go on record as saying that it belisves Marshall's Court cuzht
8

toc be saved, siace the iateriors ars largely iantact, The sugzestion wens made in
the form cf s RESOLUTION thet the Comaisslon gursue the matter furthsr since it
has certilied these buildings and bellieves that they maintain the character of
the nelghborhcood in a way which a reconstruction, however good, would not do.
Futhermore thet the Commission looxs to the Parik Service to sustain the Philadsl-
phia Bistorical Commission. Mr. Williams summed up his comments by sayiang thet
the Commission 1s not snthusiastic sbout the recoastructions airsady achisved

by the Park Service. The Chalrman cited the brick and iron work surrcunding the
garden on the scuth side of Locuzt Street, wet of Fourth Sirast, whlob in his
opinion is badly conceived. This opinion wes sustained by Messrs. Brumbaugh,
Martin and Williag.

MAPS FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF STRZz=IS:

Porty-one printad mups heve already been rsceived. The manuscript maps remsin o
be phofographad. Mr., Peterson remariked that some of thesze should be rep
or large film for futurs detailed study as an invazluable stors of important ia-
formation., Mr. Patasrsoa agrsed to work with Dr Tiokcom oa this. Mr. 8
asked if the subgect of ihe Commission's recelving thess maps from theDepartument
g—

of Streets mighl not be worlry of newspaper publicity. The Chair assented, su
gesting that Mr. Hugh Scoit or Mr. Panl Jones might be agreesbie t¢ Laaturing

these zars in tas near future. Mz, Schwabe will pursue the matter.

KIRXBRIDE! S,
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KIBKBRIDE'S
Mr. Williems w:s asked i he hed any information. He had pot. The Chalmman
resorted bhat at a recent meeting attended by himself and ¥Mr, Hightes, Civy

irchitvist, it was regported thst Snoomzc Park is to be tomn downt as wall as
W(irkbridatgt., Mr. Paul Berbeson has besn retained as architect for the pre-
servation of only the main portico, the entire building with this exception will

be demolished., Mr. Schwabs Teported that Mr. Baksr, Commissioner of fecords is
emphatic thet "Kirkbride!'s" 1s nol to be used for storag of City Recordg, but =ze
sgreed to speak further to both Commissioner Baksr and © HL. Eushes.

312 DELANCEY SI&=ZE

The Chairman veporsed that the owner wants to vestore the buildiag, 1
velopment Authority will agr=e not to demolish it for tke ruute of th
Greeaway. The house was built by Robert Blackwell, aszistant to Bishon {hize.

In & recent telephone conversation with Dean Perkins, the € Chalrman geid that in
tre cpinion of the Commission, the bulldings are more jimportent than ths green-
way. Mr. Andrade snd Mr. Simon are irying f£ind another plzce whers thls green-
way might be cut through to Piue Street. This walk shmould be casual, not arti-
Ticizlly planned, zad could wander rsther than pursus a straight course. Mr
Williams suggested thst both 312 and 314 be saved aad thait Lhe greenvay be moved
further west, perheps to 3¢6 which iz less important. T“e City may be criticizad
if it save a now vacant house and tears down ths house immadiately to the west,
which is owner-occupied (314). Deen Perkins maintained that ths walkway should
remzin &3 shown in the plans. The matter of preserving 312 and the adjacent
buildings, was tabled for a future meetlng.

216, 218 ST. JAMES STRERT:

In Mr. Andrsds's opinion, it would be well tc save the.s, reported the Crairman.
Apparently they wers built b the Fedsral Governzent arcund 1800, but mors research
is required to verily this. r. Andrade has asked for acultlonaA data to evaluats
these twe smsll dwellings.
Mr. Williams was ﬂk tic in saying thet it would be dangsrous to classify the
eighty~two buildings (mentioned on pags oue of these M;nutes) in any way. This
sugéestinn Was nﬂyrQVFd by the Commission.
SOCIETY HILL -FROMT TO SECOND, WALMUT TO SCUTEH:
No bulldinzs in tris general ares have been certifisd, first because of Lh2 pro-
bability of their being demolished to make way for the Expresseay; and secqozd,
becsuse of the urgency of certifying the buildings ia the Rede vélment ares. How-
ever, it was the opinion of the Commissicn thet it would bs neglectful of its
ghligaticn, if it did not gather data on many of these buildings and record it.
There ars a great numbsr of unusuel bulldings Ia this district and should bDe pre~
served, or 1f this is 1mpos;1nl at least trey should be recorded in as much

detail as possible. Tiis matter is to be carried forwar rd to the next meeting.
Mr. Peterson submitted a 1ist of gwenty—~geven buildings on toth sidés of the 100
block of Delancey and Pine Strests and recommends certificaticn of 211 of tkem.
This list corresponds to the llstlnv already prepared by Dr. Tinkcom, dbut which
has not as yet been certifisd. Mrs. Tinkeom wes asked to add this list to the

oroposad one for Water and Front Strssts.
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HEW BUSINES

zter length oca Dr. Tinkcom's illustrated talk st Fort Washe
B

7 nd made evident that a standard talk of similar

kind should be prepar @ for futurs occasiens. This will be done.

FRAXKFORD T0WY¥ H4LL, Scutheast comner of Frankford Avznus and Ruan Strests;.

Mr. 8. C. Flood, Rcal Estute Officer, sent & form to this Commission, a asking if
it has any interest in this old structurs, whick is said to bz in deglorsble
conditicn, Mr. Lovatt volunteered to look at Lhe ou1_d4n5 in & few days and

wlll then repori to the Commiszsion. Mr. Schwabe agreed to ask Mr., Fiocod teo axted

-

the time limit for its disposition sc that further resszreh : aay be done., Ths
presznt date of March 13th, when o revort will be reguired from the Historle
Commission

SUBHISSIONS.

il

The facade of 318 Delsncey was discussed. Mr. Psterson thought

we siould raise the criteria for approval &f it{ is going to bs
advertised as the sign reads: "By the Approvel of Tha Ph dladeliphia
fiigtorical Commission. He askad if he mizht review tha drawing
submitted for the exterior chenges propossd for 513 DeLancey
Street, in which he might be able tc guide the owners into adopting
mors authentic period details.

THE BIRTHPLACE OF BEMJAMIN RUSE

Mr. Peterson mentioned that he planned to s=ad zn Historicsl Americsn aufldiﬂgs
Survey architect dna a photographer out to maike a record of that house to be

accompanied by Mrs, Kirkbride. They slso plan to make a2 record of the Pezle
Houae at 3100 rranaford Avznue in Byberry.

The Meeting was adjourned at 5:30 P. M.

fespectiully submitted

Charies E. Peterson
Secrstary,



CHARLES E. PETERSON

33/ Spruce St.
MEMBER fosaerssyad

AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTE FPHILADELPHIA 8, PENNSYLVANIA
SQCIETY OF ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIANS

TELEPHONE AP

February 24, 1959

¥emorgndun
Tot Chairman Simon, i’hﬂ&ﬁelphia Hiztorical Commission
From: Charlea E. Peterson
Subject: Bul¥inge for Certification, Society H{lL
Pursuant to my offer 8% & previous meeting, I beve inspected

the fronts of +the houses in the 100 block of Delsnecey and Pine Sireeis
and recomend certification of the following:

Delancey Street
South Side ' North Side
106 122 « 105 {This is a picturesque half-
108 124 gambrel warchouse--es}, date
110 126 1825~~with features resembling
11z 128 4he Letour warchouse on
o334 130 _ Water Streel)
120+
Pine Streetl
North Side South Side
15 125 108 120
117 129 110
119 131 112
21 133 ' 114

Some -of the gbove are more interesting thsn others, but all

contribute to the general effeet. If the interiors could be seen,

there might be more buildings selected for certification,

Chaylgs E, Polerson

In duplicaie



