MINUTES OF THE 220th STATED MEETING OF THE FHILADELPHIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION

Present:

1 Degember 1977
F. Otto Hazs, Chairmsn

Fo Otto Hage, Chairman of the Commiceion

Janet S. Klein, Viees Chairman of the Commission

The Hon. John B, Kelly, Jr., Councilman—at-large

Edward Pinkowski .

Commissioner Robert Silver, Department of Public Property
Herbert W. Levy, R.IcA., Architectursl Advisor ¢o %he Commission
Barbaras Liggett, Archaeslogical Consultant to the Camuission
David Rosenblum, Fgq., Assigbent City Soliecitor, Lew Depariment
Richard Tyler, Historien

Patricis Siemionikowski, Executive Assistant t0 the Chalrzoan

Unless otherwise noted, il sctione taken herein ave ¢he resulis of
motions corrsctly made, ssconded and carried.

O THE MINUTES of the Stated Heeiing, 3 Novembaer 1977, F. Otto Haes, Chalmsr.

The Minutes were spproved snd directed to be filed.

REPORTS

The Report of the Architectursl Coammittee for L6 Hovember 1977 wes approved

end directed to be filed with the official ecopy of the Himutes.

Recommendations by the Staff for the Certifiestion of Bulldings, Richard

Tyler, Historian.

There were ne recomsendations ¢ be presented this mouth.

Report on Historicel Commlssion Staff Activities for the momth of Hmwber;

Richard Tyler, Historien.

The Hlstorian related to the Commission merbers the inersssing

interest of out-of<tovm imvestors in Philadelphia’s historic propertiss.
These investors, searching for bulldings listed om She Natiengl

Reglster of Historis Places or bulldings locstsd within Nabtional
Register Historls Distrists, are interested in resslving the benefits
derived from ¢he Tax Reform Act of 1976 through ¢he Gevelipment of

these bulldings. Kr. Tyler and Craig Schelter, Deputy Exscutive Director
of the City Planning Commission, most recently met with s financier
involved in the ereation of tax shelters. He proncses t6 suggest to hia
clients a number of Eationsl Register propesties ix Philsdelvhis. Thess
development packages will probsbly remge from one Juarter of a milliem $o
ten miilion dollars in imvestment EBAney o



O

MIRUTES 2 1 December 1977

REPORTS (Cont'd)

Mr, Tyler's report was approved and directed to be filed with the
official copy of the Minutea.

OLD BUSINESS

228 Scuth Ninth Street, Richard Tyler, Historian. M. Tyler reviewed
with the Commission members the recent history of the Millg’ houze.,
Originally, Thomas Jeffersem University had proposed to scquire the
building and restore it as the Precident's houss. This did not prove

to be economically fessible snd the property was gubseguently incorporated

into the parcel of land to be developed by Wills' Eys Hospital. Wills®
Eye Hospltal considered the building's retemtion on its present site
but fourd it not to be practicable. Rather than demoligh the structure,

Wills' Eye Hospital agreed to melocate it since delays, caused by federal

review procsdures, would further essalate their dGevelopmemt costs.
The hospital agreed to move the house 40 & parcei of vacent land,
%med by the Redsvelopment Authority, at 236 Souwth Eighth Street.

At the request of the Redevelopment Authority, Mr., Tyler msked the
Commigeion’s spproval for moving the house and also ite endorsensnt
of the sits chosem for the bullding's melocation. After saze discuesion,
a4 motion was made to endorse both the moving of the house and its
relocation at the Eighth and Locust Street site. This metien was
ssconded and carried.

Mr, Pinkowskl asked whsther the Histordcal Coumiseden wight review
Wills' Eye Hospital's plans for the new building to be comstrmcted

on Minth Strest. It was puinted out tha® the Cemmigsion hss no control
over niew construction and that the plans will be presented to the Art
Comnisgion and the Redevelopment Authority's Advisory Board of Design
for review. Furthertore, a memsrandum of egreemant exizts betwsen the

Redevelopment Authordty, the Department of Houelng and Urban Development,

Wills® Eye Hospital, and the President's Advigory Couneil en Historie
Preservation stipulating that the project must meet the approval of
the State Historie Preservation Officer.

NEW BUSINESS

The Chairmen reported on a recent 2esting with Camiszioner Silver econcerning
divigion of respomsibility between Publie Property and the Historiesl

Conmiggiin. The Comeigsion's primary function is to esteblish pslicy; the

Department of Public Property's, through Commigsioner Silver, to handie
adzinistrative mgtters.
There belng no further buginess, the meeting adjourned at 4:45 Po X,

Respectfully submitted,

Patricia Siemionthkowski :
Executive Asslistant to the Chalrmsn

/pas



