THE MINUTES OF THE 347TH STATED MEETING
OF THE
PHILADELPHIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION
14 November 1930
City Council Caucus Room
Edward A. Montgomery, Jr., Chairman

Present: Edward A. Montgomery, Jr., Chairman
David Brownles
David Hollenberg
Jason Nathan
Heverend William D. Thompson
William L. Brown
Peter Aborn, Deputy Commissioner,
Department of Public Property
James Cuorato, Department of Commerce
David Baldinger, Deputy Director,
City Planning Commission
Jdohn Street, Esq., City Council
Scott Wilds, Office of Housing and Community Development
David Wismer, Department of Licenses and Inspections

Maria Petrillo, Esg., Chief Assistant City Solicitor
Richard Tyler, Historic Preservation Officer

Randal Baron, Preservation Planner

Sara Jane Elk, Historical Research Technician
Frederick Richards, Preservation Consultant

Daniel W. Simcox, Executive Secretary

Also: M. Richard Cohen, consultant
Ira Kauderer, preservation consultant
A. Kent Reyburn, Marvin J. Gerstein, George E. Moore,
and George Schmidheiser, Temple University
Stephan Pahides, Ballard Spahr Andrews & Ingersoll
Hvman Myers, Vitetta Group/Studio Four
A. Pasquarella and Loretta Kelly, Berwind Praperty Group
Michael F. Young, Classic Management Services, Inc.
Jason BStump, O0ffice of Housing & Community Develcpment
Catherine K. Franklin, Fenn-Knox Neighborhood Assn.
Steve Kauffman, Penn-Enox Naighborhood Assn.
rFaula 3. Berenholz, M & B Enterprises
Irvin Jamison, City Council staff
William Blades,
Philadelphia Historic Preservation Corporation
Deborah Kelly and Jennifer Goodman,
Preservation Coalition of Greater Philadelphia
Beth Miller, National Trust for Historic Preservation

The Minutes of the 346th Stated Meeting of the Philadelphia
Historical Commigsion held on 10 October 1990, Edward A.
Montgomery, Jr., Chairman. Mr. Hollenberg noted two corrections.
In the Architectural Committee recommendation for Drexel
University (p.3), the first conditicn shall read "the
rgstoration of the sash and frames for both the auditorium
W1gdows on the northern facade and those within the arch of the
main entrance on Chestnut Street." Second, regarding the




14 NOVEMEER 1980

]

STATED MEETING

recommendation for the John Wanamaker Store (p. 4), Mr.
tevenson, not Mrs. Batcheler, abstained.

A MOTION, made by Mr. Wilds and seconded by Mr. Thompson, to
adopt the minutes, as corrected, carried unanimously.

The Repvort of the Architectural Commititee of the Philadelphia
Historiecal Commission held on 25 October 1390, David Hollenberg,
Chairman. Mr. Hollenberg provided a summary of six applications
reviewed by the Committes.

Approval in Concept

City Hall, Emergency Egress Alteraticns: Mr. Hollenberg
abstained from the ensuing discussion and Mr. Levy assumed the
chair. The Department of Public Property retalned John Milner
Associlates (JMA) to explore possible solutions to Code vioclations
in City Hall. JMA presented their plan to the Fire Department’s
Board of Safety. The Board concurred with the concepts proposed,
but regquired another meeting for final approwval. The architects,
aware of sndeavors to develop a comprehensive Restoration Plan
for City Hall, proposed alterations which will not harm the
historic fabric. Through the implementation of that Plan, the
Board may regquire sprinklers throughout City Hall. Until then,
JMA proposes the following alterations:

Floors Two through Five:

- Corner Stair Towers: The existing doors at the corner
stair towers are not rated for fires protection. JMA
proposes to install two-hour rated door assemblies just
beyvond the elevatcrs, enclosing both the elsevators and stair
towers in protected areas. Other provisions for firs
protection include pressurization of the elevator shafts and
elevator recall to the first floor in event of a fire,

~ Intercommunicating 3tairs: Short corridoers off ths mailn
east and west hallways lead to presently unprotectad,
intercommunicating stairs. JMA propeoses to install two-hour
rated door assemblies in these corridors.

- Major Corridors: To prevent smoke diffusion, JMA proposes
to install smoke barriers in the middle of each corridor,
dividing each floor into gquadrants. These unrated barriers
will be elther fully or partially glazed with double dcors.

Sixth Floor: JMA proposes to install two-hour rated
assemblies in the corridor near four existing single-story
stairs connecting floors six and seven. The assemblies will
provide protected egress from these stairs to ths corner
stair towers.

Seventh, Eight & Ninth Floor: These floors are linksd by
several straight, single-story stairs. JMA proposes 1o
install two-hour rated assemblies at their hase on the
seventh floor, providing protscted egress.
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Tower: Though emergency egress lighting and a new firs
alarm and detection system are being installed, JMA proposes
to further mitigate potential safety hacards by:

- establishing a place of rafuge in the masonry partion;

- installing three-hour rated doors at the seventh and
ninth floor entrances;

- premoving combustible materials,

- installing fire extinguishers at sach landing;

- repairing the stalrcase; and

- limiting tower occupancy at any given tims.

The Beard of Safety concurred with most of thess proposals.
However, it dismissed the nesd for a place of refuge in the Tower
and noted that two-hour rated assemblies would be sufficisnt on
the seventh and ninth floors.

The Committee, with Mr. Hollenberg zhstaining, recommenced an
i

approval in concept of this plan. Mr. Wismer seconded this
recommendation, which the Commission approved unanimously. Mr.

Hollenberg abstained.

City Hall, Desisgn Modification for QObservation Platfeorm: The
Department of Public Property proposes to modify the design o
the observaticn deck for City Hzall Tower by incorporating elg
clear glass panes in a twenty-four pansl decorative iron raili
Thizs alteration will provide an unobstructed view of the City
small children. The Commititee recommended an approval.
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1718 Walnut Street, Gap Kids Store: The Gap proposses to alier
two easternmcst bays on the Walnut Street facade of ths
Rittenhouse Claridge, a contributing hbuilding in the pending
Rittenhouse Fitler Historic District. Constructed in the mid-
twentieth century, this Internatiocnal Style brick bullding has
been altered considerably on the first floor by successive retail
uses. The Gap maintains that the original brick frame of the
bays overly restrict display space. They propose to remove the
current veneer and to replace 1t with another venser.

The staff suggested establishing a degree of unity at the base of
this building by removing the exizting terrazzo veneer on the
brick piers and base and exposing the yellow brick frame <of each
storefront. Within these frames, tenants could establish
individual commercial identities.

The Committee noted that the proposed design offered no mors
glass area than the original brick frame. However, given the
existing alterations and the date of the building, the Committees
recommended approval, contingent upon retention of the vellow
brick behind the new facade.

3432-3436 Sapsom Street: Architect James Kruhly proposes to alter
three late ninetsenth century Seccond Empire townhouses,

: 2 : _ which
ave undergone numerous alterations for their previ

QUSs Use as
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Restaurant La Terrasse. Mr. Hruhly proposes to construct a Twd:
story glass and steel addition on the side and rear of theszea
propervtles where a wood and glass enclosed por -ch previously
ztood. The Commitiee recommended approval, contingsnt upon th
fallowing conditions:
- revision of the drawings to reflec
treatment above the cancpies, and
- staff review of shop drawings of the new windows and of
the proposed brick color for the handicapped access
rEME .

t

the proposed

Mr. Wizmer ssconded the three preceding recommendations for
approval, which the Commission adepted unanimously.

Disapproval
1122 Locust Street: A contractor applisd stucco to the bric
facades of this building without a permit. The owner assume
that the contractor obitained all necsssary approvals and 2
bullding permit. The Committee recommended disapproval of

application. The stucco may remain on the rear and side wa
bhut must be removed from the front facade. Mr. Wismer 52C

+his recommendation, which the Commission approved unanimou
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The Warwick Hotel: The applicant proposed to install a n
and sign on the northeast corner of this building. The Commi
deferred this matter and sncouraged the applicant to modif;
canopy contour so that it is similar to that of an adjacsnt
CANOPY . My. Wismer seconded the recommendation, which the
Commission approved unanimously.
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The Report on Staff Activities, October 1880. Mr. Mentgomer
indicated that the staff report was acceptable for incorporati
into the record. Mr. Tyler introduced Frederick Richards who
will serve as a preservation ccnsultant to the Commission.
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The Reporti of the Thirty-Seventh Meeting of the Committee on
Historic Designation held on 17 July 1990, David Brownlee,
Chairman. Dr. Brownlee first discussed several issues emsrging
from the thirty-eighth meeting of the Committes held on 13
NMovember 1390. On that date, the Committse reviewed a

reliminary nomination for a Strawberry Mansion Historic
District. The Committee recommended approval of thisz first
phase. Mr. Hollenberg seconded the recommendation, which the
Commissicn adopted unanimously.

Morris Buillding, 1411-1423 Chestnut Street: The Committes a.
examined the record of the designaticn of the Morris Buildi
This inguiry arose from discussions with the current owners
1358, the Commission designated the domed Girard Trust Compa
building at the northwest corner of Broad and Chestnut Stree
While reviewing early designations in 1978, the Commission

determined this one met contemporary preservation standards.
?onsequently, the Commission ratified its 1359 designation.

However, uncertainty exists whether the Morris Building was

included in either the designation or the ratification. The
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urrent procedure of preparving u“télLed nominations 4did not hegin
ntil 1982. Before then, the nomination process was simpler,
anarally consisting of a review of photographs, insurance
surveys and chains of titls, follow=d by brief discussion.
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The guestion before the Commities was whether tha Commission ever
intended to designate the Morris Building. Existing evidence 1z
inconclusive,  The minutes of the psrioed ars skeichy. However,

the index card, file label and actual notebeook of designated
properties all seem to include the building by sxtending the
address of the Girard Trust Company to 1421 Chestnut Street
Further avidence supporting its inclusion is that the Morris
Building is listed as significant, the highest classification, in
ths Bread Street Historic District on the National BEeglster of
Historic Places. Weighing against its inclusion is the fact that
it was net mentioned in the minutes. Mr. Tylsr also noted that
in the 1950s, ¥rank Furness was an unpopular architect, whoss
worx was considered ugly. Dr. Brownlee noted that 1f the
Committee were to consider this building pressntly, it w
examine the entire complex formerly owned by the Girard Trus
Company. This complex includes the 1205-08 domed buildilinsg, an
adjacent 13923 office tower to the north by McKim, Mesad and White
and the Mcrris Building, designed by Furness & Evans. Though all
three were deslgned by significant firms, the Morris Bullding has
besn aliered considerably. Its teop cornlce has besn ramovad and
tha ground floor has been altered significantly.

After examination of the building, the Committee recommended that
the Commission determine that the Morris Building, 1411-1423
Chestnut Street, had not been included as part of the designation
of the domed Girard Trust Company building on the northwest
corner of Broad and Chestnut Streets., Mr., Wismer seconded this
recommendation, which the Commission unanimously adopted.

Although the Committee for Historic Designation dic
the nomination of the Morris Buillding, it did cansidsr

2 nomination for the 1923 building to the north desizned
MoKim, Mead and White., A MOTION was made by Mr. Nathan to direct
the staff to prepare a nomination for the 1923 building by McKim,
Mead and White at the corner of Broad Street and South FPenn
Square. Mr. Hollenberg seconded this motion, which the
Commission adopted unanimously.

Park Avenue Historic District, 1800-13%48 Park Mall.

Dr. Brownlee next presented a nomination for the Park Avenue
Hiztoric District. A hearing for this nemination had bhean
deferred since 11 July 1980 upon the reguest of the owner,

This district includes thirty-one houses along the west side of
the former Park Avenue, now Park Mall of Templs University The
buildings on the east side of the strest wers demolished and
rgplaced with modern university buildings. The houses, bhuilt by
three different developers, remain in three intact rows. The
Gecond Empire townhouses from 1800-1832 were buil in 1872, The
?tg?r tzg rows, 1800-1518 and 1306-1936 were CUnstructed in i
1884 . ing distriet also includss two churches. Hazelhurst and

T
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the stewardship of
Jiven the significance of the Park Avenue Historic District as =&
fins reprasentative example of its architsctural style and of ths
work of speculative builders, the Committee Zor Historic
Designation unanimously recommendsd 1ts placemsnt on ths
rhiladelohia Register of Historic Places Mr. Eollasnberg
zecondsd this recommendatiocon
A, Kent Reyburn, special assistan®t to the prssident ol Tempi=
University, introducsd himself as an architsct and real sstats
dazvaloper with experience in historic preservation. Temole has
hreataed thesze buildings sympathstically and apprsclates ths
scholarly research incorporated in the nomination. Howawver, the
University remains concerned with the ramifications of histceric
designation Without challensging the Commission or ths
nominration, Templs maintains that designaticon does not se2m in
its hast lntersats. The University recently has sxoari=zsnosd
financial problems. With no endowment, and half of 1ts budged
fundad by ths Commonwealth, Temple operates undsr considerabls
Tiscal oonstraints. The Commonhealth also ssrves as the primary
zource for the capital budget; in the last ten ysars, 1t has
financsed oniy an= project. The U niversity, therefore, wants fTo
retain control over 1ts own building rencovations Although the
oresent Commission has been sympathetic to these iszsuss, the
Temple Administration remains concsrned that such cooreratiocon
cznnot be guaranteed indefinitely
Councilman Street requested that Mr. Revburn address the i13zue of
deslignation The Councilman objectad to the University’' s recuesth
for 2 special agreement for historic designatiosn and siressed
that the Commission proceedings wers open to the public Many ot
*he concerns raised by the University wsre addressed explicitly
in the Ruless and Regulations. Mr. Reyburn replied that Tample
only wanted to clarifiy certalin procadurss Mr., Tvlier sugge;ted
that precedent existed for such an agvsement: onse nad he=n
w?lt:en for the John Wanamaker Stors to limit Commission review
ot interiors to saveral decorativse rooms Councilman Strees
suggeszted that such asresements wsers undesiracie znd
inenforceaole
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¢ Montgomery reminded everyone that the inten f this mesting
was to hear information bearing on the d@fjgnaEAVn of the

svosed district, not to clarify or to alter the existing Hules
ations. The best assurancse that the Commission would
the university was its recent rscord of cooperation with
non-profit institutions. Dr. Brownlies indicated that designation

weld ensure the pressrvation of these buildings sven 1f thelr
futurs stewards are not as sympathstic as the current ownsrs.

srding the nomination itself, Mr. Reyburn proposed sevaral
minar changes. First, he recqutéd changing the historic name of
the district from "Park Avenue Historic District” to "Fark Mal
emple University .  Becond, he wanted the nomination to
desoribe sach building, including alterations. He submitted a
inventory of the buildings for incorvaoration into ©

. Although the Commission usually records Sulldings
ck ard whitz photographs, Dr. Brownlee indicated that he
aolﬁ to the inciusion of the inventory, subject to st
ion, in the designation record. Third, Mr. Revburn
-st,d separate districts for each block, so as to sxcluds
ivan Hall and any lots presently vacant. Dr. Brownlee noted
cmmission jurisdiction over wvacant lots and new
~-uotion was timited to "review and comment.” Fourth. Mr.
noted that Temple was a "private” not a “public’
ution. Fifth, he reguested listing the buildings not as
rasidences but rather as "OTHER: Iastitutional,’ with a
n tbat some are apartmé%ts. Sixth, the legal name cf the
iz "Temple University of the Commonwealth System of Highsr
Lon. " Mr. Montgomery rsguested that Mr. keyburn prapars
numerating these technical corrections.
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Mr. Montgomery suggested an amendment appending the physical
inventory, subject to staff verification, to the nomination of
this district. Dr. Brownlee moved the amendment. Mr. Hollenberg
seconded the amended motion, which the Commission approved
unanimously. The Park Avenue Historic District, presently known
as Park Mall at Temple University, was placed on the Philadelphia
Register of Historic Places.

0ld Business
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1-28-08 Germantown Avenue! Demoliiion FTermit Application

Michael Young sought to demolish these bulldings in July
n “he premise that they were stiru cturally unsound Having
denied, he apvealed under the provisions for financial
ip Tn accordzaznce with the Ordinance, he submittsd a pro
sconomic analysis for the propertiss. The Commission
=d M. Richard Cohen to analyze this report and to prevars
sependent asssssmant. My, Cohen concluded that the present
will not z2lleow for an eccnomically viable re-use
ever, vehabilitation could be viable 1F the owner received
tax credits for both low-moderate income housing and
oric preservation
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VTATHED MEWTINMG a9 14 NCVIMBELR 1330
19689, Mr. Young stressed that all three bullidings were 1n <yotile

x
cordition when he sold them. By Dscember 1989, when hs
.'l

foracliosed a mortgage on them, thay had fallen into disrepair.
Mr. Wilds concludad that he would wmaintain a distinction, on this
zoint, betwean 5324 Cavrmantown Avenus and the other buildings.
rested a four-month conting&n* upon
th= buildings hef My . Eva
ould net ssal th
ths inspection
casess dangerous condil =
condition violation for 5326 Germantown
ng inspechor, howsver, did not enter the
T fTallesed jolsts. Presently, all are =s=salsd at
front with a siz-fooi high fsnoe surrounding
Hollenberg ag d inv The
on and inguiz 4 becauzs
was pandin
Councilman Strest expressed reservaticons to deny the permit given
possibility of personal injury, a risk the City certainl;
not assums H= also noted that =z deferral would imposs
costs on the owner. Mr. Nathan sharsd these concerns
he delay and outlook for public subsidy and ths conclusion
Commission consultant, he suggested the Commissicon simply
postponing an uapleasant decislon. If th=s buildings ars
i condition now, they only will grow worse through winter
Mrz anklin stressed that the PENA was profoundly concerned for
the personal safety of ngighbors and their children. That
soncern spurred the community associatlion to maintain a vigilant®
watch on the propertiss and to regusest that the Department ssal
“ne bulldings She suggested that raising the height of the
fTence along Fenn Streest would cifer greater protasctlon. Mr
Young noted that he was not averse to installing barbed wirs on
~op of that fence.
Dr. Brownles suggﬁsted allowing the demolition of the rsar
zections of thess buaildings, contingant upon the restoration of
tihe front portions This rehabilitation strategy mav producs a
more Tavorazblie ecconomic analyais. Mr. ¥aulffman supportsd this
suggestion.
Touncilman Street requsested that the Departmsnt ssou
croperties and barricade the footway to limit the risk of
personal injury Mr . Wismer indicated that he would resolve
these 1ssues with the owner The Councilman then stressed the
importance of devising a stra b&EV during a deferral period and
suggastad limiting the time allowsd to a month. Mr. Nathan
suoperted this iimitation, nav1ng noted that previous meetnings
resultaed in no tangible agresement. Mr. Cuoratc commended Mr
Young for his cooperztion, but expressad concern that Lhe present
Jiscussion would recur in three months. However, he wculd
ipport a thirty-day deferral if Mr. Young was amenabls Mr
Young indicated that this deferral was acceptable.
Mr: KaurFma noted that a month deferral would yield =
nrormation regarding public subsidies, leaving a sign
question 1ﬂaﬂﬁwered The Commission SErﬂssed that ail
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Counciiman Streset notaed that he -
ton of the buiidlngs zssassaed as dangerouz iT the

)
-
¢
7
e
i
it

A MOTION was made by Councilman Street to defer this matisr until
the meeting of 14 December 13980, contingent upon thes sealing and
securing of the properties and the agreement by all

raprasaentatives of interested parties that they will meet
devise a reshabilitation strategy within thirty days. T
Brownlee ssconded this motion, which the Commission approved

unanimously .
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Ldix ich wers de t sad
that their designation ;o 1
s=arsh conductsd prior our s the
provertiss with the intent to demolish them for construction o a
hNigh-rize ofilce building. When they applied for the demolition
permit, they lszarned of thelr historic designation. Since then,
the detsricoration of the btuildings and decline in the r=al estate
market have imposed financial hardshin upon them. Having noticed
2 crack in the rear wall in April 1880, the owners vacated the
buildings. When the insurer inflated their rats to that for
'hish-risk,"” they cancelled the policy. The Department of
Licenses anad Inspections recently notifi ai the ownsrs Lo repair
ar demclish the buildings. Mrs. Berenholz submitted that =zhe had
cooparated with the Commission, that the propertiss had been on
the markst for a wvear and a half, and that there have basn no
offers Zh the price has bsen lowered thres times
beveral Commission members questioned the report preparsd by M
Richard Cohern. Mr. Wilds doubted its assumptions regarding the
devaelopment potential of this =site. Mr. Bzldinger noted that
levelspment scheame C was not permitted under existing zoning
Mr. Tyler noted that several adjacent buildings h d been razsd
undar the provisions of the old ovdinaﬁce, which enly allowed the
commligsion to delay demelition Tor a period of six montns
Together, the 3ix buildings formed a2 latese ninetesnth century
streetsoaps Wwith Integrity. The demclition of the other three
detracted significantly froem this character Mr. Tvler clarifi=ad
that the Department assessed the buildings as "public nuisances”
ziven the current market, he recommended approwval of the parmit
Deboral Kelly of the Preservaticon Coalition urged the Commission
to defer this matter for a period of sixty davs. 8She stressed
that the C s consultant, who was aware of the

Tem

=
ors, recommesnded a B0-day delay

A MOTION was made by Mr. Nathan to approve the demolition permit
aprplication. Mr. Hollenberg seconded the moetion, which the
bommisiion approved unanimously
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consultant

A MOTION was made by Dr. Brownlee to allocate $1,000 from the
Harry A. Batten Memorial Fund for a loan to Frederick Richards.
My. Hollenberg secondsd this motion, which the Commission
approved unanimously.

ivr. Monthgom=ry indicated that th:
ag=nda, and would n

, 1

The Commission adjourned at 12:40 p.m. The next Stated Meeting of
the Commission is scheduled for 12 December 1830,

Minutes Approved: 3 Janusry 159931




