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10: 00 a. m

PRESENT:

CHAI R M CHAEL DRI SCOLL
COUNCI LWOVAN ClI NDY BASS
COUNCI LWOVAN RUE LANDUE
COUNCI LMAN NI COLAS O ROURKE
COUNCI LMAN MARK SQUI LLA
COUNCI LMAN ANTHONY PHI LLI PS

MAURA MCDONALD, CLERK
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PROCEEDI NGS

CHAIR DRI SCOLL: | now note
that the hour has cone.

Ms. McDonald, will you
pl ease call the roll to take
attendance? Menbers that are in
attendance, will you pl ease indicate
that you are present when your nane
Is called.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
G I nore Richardson. Council menber
Jones. Counci | menber Gaut hi er.
Counci | mrenber Rue Landau.

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU
Present.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Phillips. Council menber O Rourke.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE

Present .

THE CLERK: Vice Chair
Squi Il a.

VI CE CHAI R SQUI LLA:
Present .
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THE CLERK: Chair Driscoll.

CHAI R DRI SCOLL: Present.
Thank you. A quorum of the
committee is present, and this
hearing is now called to order.

This is the public hearing
of the Commttee on Licenses and
I nspections regarding Bill No.
250123, Bill No. 250150, and Bil
No. 250151.

At this tine, | wll note
that Bill No. 250150 -- that is
250150 is being held at request of
t he sponsor and will not be heard
today. Ms. McDonald, will you please
read the titles of the bills?

THE CLERK: Bill No.
250123, an ordi nance anendi ng
Section 6-503 of the Phil adel phia
Code, entitled Licenses and Permts
to provide for the suspension of
i censes for businesses not in

conpliance with applicable State
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regul ati ons and/ or whose physi cal
| ayout significantly differs from
the originally approved floor plans,
all under certain terns and
condi tions.

Bill No. 250151, an
ordi nance anending Title 9 of the
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled
Regul ati on of Busi nesses, Trades,
and Professions by revising Chapter
9-4400, entitled Responsible
Busi ness Qperations to add the sale
of tobacco in violation of 18
Pa.C.S. Section 6305 to the list of
nui sance behavi ors, under certain
ternms and conditions.

CHAI R DRI SCOLL:

Ms. McDonald, wll you
pl ease call the first panel we have
to testify this norning on Bills No.
250123 and 2501517

THE CLERK: Dawn

Ki esewetter, the Director of
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Envi ronnmental Heal th Services for
t he Phil adel phi a Departnent of
Publ i c Heal t h.

CHAI R DRI SCOLL: Good
nor ni ng.

MS. KI ESEVETTER: Good
norni ng. Good nor ni ng,
Counci | menbers.

CHAI R DRI SCOLL: Pl ease
state your nane and begi n your
testi nony.

M5. KIESEVETTER:. M nane
is -- sorry. M nane is Dawn
Ki esewetter. |'mDirector of
Envi ronnment al Heal th Servi ces.

MR. HARTUNG  Good Mor ni ng.
Ben Hartung, Public Policy Advisor
for the Departnent of Public Health.

M5. KI ESEVETTER:  Ckay.

Good norning, Chair
Driscoll, Vice Chair Squilla, and
menbers of the Committee on Licenses

and I nspections. M nanme is Dawn
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Ki esewetter, | amthe Director of
Environnental Health Services for
t he Phil adel phi a Departnent of
Publ i c Heal t h.

Joining nme today is Ben
Hartung, Public Policy Advisor for
t he Division of Chronic D sease and
I njury Prevention.

On behal f of Conmi ssi oner
Raval - Nel son and the Health
Departnent, thank you for the
opportunity to testify regarding
Bill No. 250123, introduced by
Counci | menber Bass.

This bill anends the
adm ni strative provisions of the
Health Code related to the processes
for suspension of a |license or
permt issued by the Health
Departnent. |t adds two subsections
that allow the Health Departnent to
take enforcenent actions agai nst

| icensed or permtted businesses.
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The Heal th Departnent | ooks
forward to working with our partner
agencies to determ ne process steps
to adm nister this |egislation.
Thank you for the opportunity to
testify today. |I'd be happy to
answer any of your questions.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE
Good norning, Director, let nme just
get this right, Kiesewetter.

MS. KI ESEVETTER:

Ki esewetter.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE
Ki esewetter?

M5. Kl ESEVETTER:  Yeah.
Good enough.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE: |
did -- | did all right.

M5, KI ESEVETTER: Good
enough for the record.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE
Good norning to you and good norni ng

to you as well, ny friend.
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MR. HARTUNG Good norni ng.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE
Thank you for being with us. W are
tal ki ng about 250123. Am | correct?

MS. KI ESEVETTER: Correct.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE: |t
focuses -- it focuses significantly
on changed physical layouts in
busi nesses. In the departnent's
experi ence, what issues -- what
types of issues arise in businesses
that have significantly altered
their layout?

M5. KIESEWETTER: So from a
Heal t h Departnent perspective, if
you have changed your plan, we would
conduct an inspection. You would
submt an application, and we would
make sure that it would conply with
our food safety standards. W are
worri ed about any changes that would
significantly affect the public

health or if, for exanple, you had,
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i ke a menu change, |ike you were
suddenly preparing sushi, that would
be an issue for us because we woul d
want you to do it safely to prevent
food borne ill ness.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE:

And then what criteria will be used
then to determ ne a significant
departure fromthe approved fl oor

pl an?

MS. KI ESEVETTER: Ri ght
now, the criteria is any significant
changes to sonething that woul d
affect -- for the Health Departnent,
sonet hing that would affect the
preparation of food. So we

concentrate on food preparation

ar eas.
COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE
kay.
M5. KIESEWETTER And | can
provi de nore detail if you want.

There's a lot nore details. It
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real |y depends on the establishnent
and what the existing processes are.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE: |
guess I'monly curious about how you
define significant.

MS. KIESEVETTER 1t depends
on the operation, right.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE
kay.

M5. KIESEWETTER: So for --
am| permtted to give an exanple.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE
Pl ease do.

M5, KI ESEVWVETTER: Okay. For
exanple, if you never fried food
before, okay, and you were to all of
a sudden put in a fryer in your
establ i shnent, that would be a
significant change. You would need
to have an exhaust hood.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE
Ri ght .

M5. Kl ESEWVETTER  You woul d
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need to have all of the equipnent,
right, to be safe. If you went from
|l et's say serving pre-packaged food,
okay, and then all of a sudden you
are preparing sushi.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE:

Ri ght .

M5. KIESEWETTER That's --
you know, those are the types of
operati ons and processes that we
| ook at.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE
Thank you for the exanple and
expl anation. That was very
interesting. | appreciate you.
Thank you very nuch.

MS. Kl ESEVETTER: No
pr obl em

CHAI R DRI SCOLL: Thank you,
Menber O Rourke. Hearing no further
questions fromnenbers of this pane
-- I"'msorry. |If there's no other

questions for this panel, then
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Ms. McDonald, will you pl ease cal

t he second panel we have to testify
this norning on Bills No. 250123 and
2501517

MS. KIESEVETTER: It's ne.

CHAI R DRI SCOLL: You're
back.

M5. KIESEWETTER |'m here.
| never left. GCkay. Sorry for the
pl easantri es again.

Good norning, Chair
Driscoll, Vice Chair Squilla, and
menbers of the Commttee on Licenses
and I nspection. Again, |I'm Dawn
Ki esewetter, Director of
Envi ronnmental Heal th Services for
the Health Departnent. And joining
nme today is Ben Hartung, Public
Pol i cy Advi sor.

On behal f of Conmi ssi oner
Raval - Nel son and the Heal th
Departnent -- oh, I'msorry, |I'm

reading the wong testinony. |
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apol ogi ze. Okay. Sane thing.

On behal f of Conmi ssioner
Raval - Nel son and the Heal th
Departnent, thank you for the
opportunity to testify regarding
Bill No. 250123.

MR, HARTUNG | think you
were right.

MS. KI ESEVETTER: | was
right. GCkay. Sorry. | apol ogize.
251 -- or 151, introduced by
Counci | menber Bass. The bill amends
the definition of nuisance behavior
In Section 9-4401 of the
Phi | adel phia Code to explicitly
include the illegal sale of tobacco
products as a behavi or that
interferes wwth the health, safety,
or welfare of the community.

The Heal t h Depart nent
agrees that the sale of tobacco
products to mnors and the sal e of

i ndi vi dual | oose cigarettes or other
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t obacco products out of a pack is a
nui sance behavior. Both activities
are illegal under Philadel phia |aw,
pursuant to Phil adel phia Code 9-622
and Phi | adel phi a Code 9-633. Both
activities negatively inpact public
heal th by causing children to becone
addi cted to tobacco products and
maki ng it harder for people to quit
snoki ng.

The Heal t h Depart nent
currently issues Phil adel phia Code
Violation Notices to retailers who
sel | tobacco products to mnors and
for the sale of |oose tobacco
products. Retailers with a
Phi | adel phi a Tobacco Retailer Permt
that receive three or nore CVNs for
t obacco sales to a mnor are not
eligible to renew their permt.

The Heal th Departnent al so
I ssues cease operation orders for

repeat ed tobacco sales violations as
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permtted by the Phil adel phi a Code.

The Heal th Departnent has
been working with the Law Depart nent
and the Departnent of Licenses and
I nspections on a process to revoke
| i censes for repeat offenders
t hrough a notice of violation
process. The proposed bill would
allow the Health Departnent to
decl are a business that violates
tobacco sales laws three tines
within a 12-nonth period a chronic
nui sance. It would give the Health
Departnent a tool for nore stringent
enf orcenent agai nst nui sance
retail ers.

Thank you for the
opportunity to testify today, and I
woul d be happy to answer any
guesti ons.

CHAIR DRI SCOLL: Do we have
any questions fromthe Menbers?

kay. So seeing no questions, |
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think -- are you testifying again?

MS. KI ESEVETTER: No.

CHAI R DRI SCOLL:  Then
you' re rel eased.

MS. KI ESEVETTER: Just two
times.

CHAI R DRI SCOLL:
Ms. McDonald, will you please cal
the second panel we have today to
testify this norning on Bill No.
250123 and 2501517

THE CLERK: Thera Martin.

CHAI R DRI SCOLL: Good
norni ng. Pl ease state your nane for
the record and proceed with your
testi nony.

M5. MARTIN. Good nor ni ng.
My name is Thera Martin, and I'm
here representing the Al egheny West
Foundati on and the North 22nd Street
Busi ness Corridor. And thank you
all for allowing nme to be here today

and good day to all of you.

Page 16

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on License and | nspections
04/ 28/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

Al'l egheny West Foundation has a
contract to do business nmanagenent
and corridor cleaning along the
North 22nd Street Business Corridor
and in that i mredi ate area of the
city. And we do thank you for this
opportunity to testify today.

Qur official business
corridor runs from 22nd and West
Lehi gh Avenue down to 22nd and West
Al | egheny Avenue. W have 110
storefronts that are open and
operating six and seven days a week.
W al so | ook out for other snal
busi nesses in our imedi ate service
area, 19132 and 19140. Al though our
city is very diverse, when it cones
to concerns al ong busi ness
corridors, what we find is that many
of us have simlar issues we are
trying to address, nanely, nuisance
busi nesses.

For the sake of being
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specific, let ne tal k about the

ei ght nui sance busi nesses that we
have al ong our official business
corridor. W' ve got three stop-and-
go busi nesses al ong our corridor,
and in all three cases, the owners
all ow patrons to pack into their
establ i shnents |i ke sardines.
There's very little seating.
There's al so next to no real food
bei ng sold at these locations. It's
all about the beer, the al cohol,
and, yeah, sone chi ps.

Patrons go outside in front
of these stop-and-goes, and they
relieve thensel ves when they have to
go to the bathroom Nunber one or
nunber two, they don't care, they do
it right on the sidewal k. Sonme of
these people eat half a platter of
food that they purchased from one of
our businesses down the street, and

they just dunp it on the sidewal k
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when t hey have finished eating the
portion that they want.

Sone of the people who hang
out in these stop-and-go's, when
they cone out of the stores, they
linger out in front and they loiter,
cussi ng, snoking pot and cigarettes,
drinking, and nmaking lewd remarks to
wonen as they wal k by, and all
around causi ng havoc for our
community. Then there's the snoke
shops. ©Oh boy. Everyone in the
know under st ands that these snoke
shops are not just selling
cigarettes and cigars, we all ege.

W allege that they're
selling illegal products as well.
They seemto be allowed to stay open
24 hours a day, seven days a week.
And that in and of itself is a
nui sance. W often w tness youth
under the age of 18 com ng in and

out of these snoke shops. Now, why
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do we know that? Because right
across the street fromone of the
snoke shops, there's a business
owner who coaches young people after
school, and he says it has broken
his heart to see sone of his players
who' ve called himand said, On,
coach, I'msick. | can't cone
t oday. And then he sees them goi ng
across the street to the snoke shop
and doi ng business inside there.

W see |icense tags from
M chigan, from Chio, from New
Jersey, and New York out in front of
all three of the snoke shops that we
are referring to right now

Now, how do | know t hat
t hese snoke shops are open |ike 24
hours a day? Al of 2024, | was
wor king at a radio station, WIRD,
and ny shift started at 6:00 a.m |
woul d | eave the house at 4:00 a. m

to go to work. | would see with ny
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own eyes five days a week as | was
going to the radio station because |
don't get on the highway.

| drive through the city,
and | see all the action, and | saw
too nmuch negative action out in
front of these snoke shops on North
22nd Street.

The other issue is that we
never know when there's going to be
a gun battle fromthe people who are
doi ng business in these snoke shops.
I nyself have w tnessed a gun
battle. It was in 2018, but it was
| i ke yesterday for nme, wal king down
North 22nd Street, February 28th,
the |l ast day of Black Hi story Month.

A beautiful day -- a weird
day when the tenperature was over
60- sone degrees in February. So
peopl e were out, the sidewal ks were
packed, nothers with their babies,

all that. Al of a sudden, we heard
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pop, pop, pop. Because we are from
t he hood, we know the difference

bet ween a car backfiring, having
sone ot her kind of device going off
or hearing guns being shot. W knew
it was guns, and people started
scattering imediately. W were all
running for our |ives that day.

A person did get killed
that day right out on North 22nd
Street, one of the warring drug
deal ers by one of his enemes. And
so all of that activity we feel is
drawn because of the nuisance
busi nesses that are on North 22nd
Street. Now, on top of all of that,
we've got a gaming hall that is open
al ong our business corridor.

Qur community al ready has
enough addi ction issues to grapple
with. Lord knows we do not need to
add ganbling addictions to the I|ist.

Nei ghbors, area residents, and
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busi ness owners alike, they're all
com ng to nme asking ne, how do we
get rid of this spot? Howdid it
open in the first place, Thera? How
soon can we get rid of it? And so
the community and the business
owners are saying, we don't want
that gaming hall in our comunity.
Now, in the 8th Counci
District, we have Council woman G ndy
Bass, and she is, we believe, as
proactive as she can be in
addr essi ng nui sance busi nesses.
However, once they nove
into our community, what we are
finding is that it is hard as all
get out to get themout. Now, C ndy
Bass, | want to say it was about two
years ago, maybe it was three years
ago now, that she did have success
wi th one of those nuisance
busi nesses that was a maj or problem

right at the corner of 22nd &
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Canbria Street called Polar Deli.
And it's just a half a

bl ock away fromthe beautiful Pierce

El ementary School, a brand-new

buil ding that's just been put up.

But for years, our children,

el ementary school kids, had to wal k

past the Polar Deli, nen, again,

urinating on the sidewal k, making

|l ewd remarks to wonen as they're

wal ki ng by, drinking, they're

ganbling out there, just a problem
VWell, one day, Council wonman

C ndy Bass went in there by

surprise. They didn't know she was

comng. And it was shortly

thereafter, in a matter of days,

that spot was closed down at 22nd

and Canbria, and it has not

reopened. In it's place, there is a

supermarket -- a grocery store -- a

corner grocery store, and we wel cone

them They're a nuch better
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busi ness nei ghbor in our comunity.

And we t hank Counci |l wonman
Bass for getting the Pol ar Del
cl osed at 22nd and Canbri a.

W need nore action like
that, and we as a business corridor,
have to find ways to be nore
proactive in vetting sone of these
potential new busi nesses. So we're
not expecting council to do it all
by yourselves. W know that as a
busi ness associ ation, we got to do
our part too. W want to get a
nodel nore |ike what we see in
Chestnut Hill, where they don't |et
just any old business slide in and
open up. We've got to be nore like
Chestnut H .

In closing, | would add
that on North 22nd Street and al ong
our business corridor, we do work
hand in hand wth the 39th Police

District and with other community
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organi zations. | amon the 39th
Police District Advisory Council, as
IS our business association
President, M. Ken Curry. W
understand that conmunity
partnerships are critical, and we
nmust wor k t oget her.

What ever you can do as a
Phi | adel phia Gty Council, please
help us rid the city of Philadel phia
nui sance busi nesses. | thank you
for this opportunity to speak today
about our concerns w th nuisance
busi nesses along the North 22nd
Street Business Corridor on behalf
of the North 22nd Street Busi ness
Associ ation and on behalf of the
Al | egheny West Foundation. And if
you have any questions that you
think I mght be able to answer, |I'm
happy to do so at this tine.

CHAI R DRI SCOLL: Wl |,

t hank you. Thank you for your
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testinony, Thera. That's certainly
hi ghl i ghti ng sonme probl em areas.

And | don't think it's just the 8th
Counci lmanic District. | know that
we have commercial corridors across
the city that are facing simlar

i ssues as you referenced. The young
fol ks that are going to the snoke
shops.

The reason | didn't snoke
when | was a young fol k nmysel f was
we had a coach that said, W catch
you once snoking, you' re off the

t eam And | | oved playing

basketbal |, and | was not going to
j eopardi ze playing what | |ove, that
sport | love to snoke. But it

sounds |i ke sonme of these kids are
really ganbling with their future
and it's sad to hear. So we do need
to do our part. | just -- the one
question | have for you, you

referenced either said gam ng or
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ganbling hall?

M5. MARTIN:.  Ganbl i ng.
It's ganbling.

CHAIR DRI SCOLL: So what --
| don't know what that is. What is
a ganbling hall?

M5. MARTIN. Well, they've

got these machines in there where

you --

CHAIR DRI SCOLL: Is it the
skill ganmes?

MS. MARTI N:  Yes.

CHAI R DRI SCOLL:  Ah.

M5. MARTIN:  Unh- huh.

CHAI R DRI SCOLL: Ckay. Al
right. So, | think we won our court

battle on that, but naybe we're

wai ting on sone State | egislation.
So we'l |l take a deeper dive into
that. Because we did pass sone

| egislation to only allow those
skill games to be in establishnents

that have an Rlicense. So that if
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t hey have a restaurant |icense,
every year you have to renew that.

And if there is sone bad
behavi or, we can then petition the
State not to renew the |license. But
we'll take a ook at that as it
pertains to that particular ganbling
hall that you're referencing.

M5. MARTIN.  Thank you.

CHAI R DRI SCOLL: Menber
O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE

Yeah. So the gam ng hall --
It says gamng hall in your
testinony, is it in the actual shops
or is there an actual set-aside room
or hall that it's just got skil
ganes.

M5. MARTIN It's a
set-aside hall. The only thing they
have in there are the ganbling
machines. |It's a dark little hole,

but it's in the 2900 bl ock of North

Page 29

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on License and | nspections
04/ 28/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

22nd Street, yes.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE
Fasci nating. Thank you.

CHAI R DRI SCOLL: Ckay.
Wel |, thank you for your testinony.

M5. MARTIN:.  And we thank
you again for the opportunity.

CHAI R DRI SCOLL: Yes.

Ms. McDonald, will you pl ease cal
the third panel we have to testify
this norning on Bills No. 250123 and
2501517

THE CLERK: Janal Hol nes,
Wi t ney Bl unden, Elliot Booker,

Yol anda Hender son.

CHAIR DRI SCOLL: Wwell, good
norni ng. Please state your nane for
the record and proceed with your
testi nony.

MR. BOOKER: Elliot Booker.

MR. HOLMES: Janmal Hol nes,
representing nyself and Witney

Bl unden.
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MR, BOOKER: To be honest,
| didn't really know the format. A
| ot of the concerns that Ms. Martin
expressed is my concerns. I|I'maquite
sure it's M. Blunden's concerns.
"' ma business owner in the 5900
bl ock of Ogontz Avenue. Been there
for 28 years, and | see these stores
opening up in the comunity.

When | first bought ny
busi ness, there were several Bl ack-
owned businesses in that particul ar
bl ock. They' ve di sappeared over the
years, and ot her busi nesses have
cone into the conmunity and opened
up with no zoning notice, no
nei ghbor hood. The nei ghbor hood
doesn't know what's going on unti
t hese busi nesses pop up and go into
busi ness. In ny bl ock, several
busi nesses have opened up that's not
Bl ack- owned, that's either Latino or

Asi an, controlling the econony of
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Bl ack communities. That's not
allowed in other communities in the
city. | see it, been here all ny
life.

In nmy particul ar bl ock,
it's two churches. The gentl eman
here is a nenber of one of them A
busi ness opened up right next door
to himselling all kinds of drug
par aphernalia, drugs, and everything
el se. W called a conmmunity neeting
about two nonths ago. And at that
comunity neeting, L& was
represented, the Police Departnent
was represented, Councilworman Bass
was there, and sonebody fromthe
District Attorney's office. As the
neeting was in progress, the stores
In question was invited to the
neeti ngs, none of them cane.

But one of the people that
was at the nmeeting went to the store

on the corner and bought | oose

Page 32

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on License and | nspections
04/ 28/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

cigarettes and a pack of cigarettes
and brought them down to the

nmeeti ng, showed the cigarettes to
the Police Departnent that was
represented, | oose cigarettes, and
the pack of cigarettes had a
Virginia seal onit. They expressed
then to the community that you're
not allowed to sell out-of-state
cigarettes in the city.

So the community was upset.
They said, let's go up here. So
everybody went.

The community,
Representative Bass, the Police
Departnent representative, the L&l
representative, also the D strict
Attorney representative. They went
in there, and they saw t he hookah
pi pes, the drug paraphernalia, all
the -- the store was unlicensed,
opened up wi thout a license.

| mean, it's hard to fathom
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how this is possible. I would not be
able to do that in Chestnut HIIl, in
Center Gty, in South Philly where |
grew up and was raised. Those things
woul d not be al | owed.

So | just echo the
sentinments of Ms. Martin that these
-- | don't understand how this
process happens. The majority of
Bl ack- owned busi nesses around this
country is like -- 95 percent of the
Bl ack- owned busi nesses are sole
proprietorships. Philadelphiais no
exception. | think there is like 96
percent of the businesses here
that's Bl ack-owned is sole
proprietor. These businesses have
opened up in our comunities,
they're not sole proprietor. They
enpl oy five, six people that | ook
just like them There's nothing
wong with that. But where's the

fai rness?
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This city is still 43
percent Black. And sone stats say
that we own three percent of the
busi nesses, sonme up to five and six
percent. It's still very |ow,
atrociously low | don't understand
it.

These pl aces don't seemto
have a probl em opening up fully
functioning, well-stocked businesses
wi th many enpl oyees. |'ve been --
just like I said, and I'mw ndi ng up
ny testinony so | can pass to ny
col l eague. |'ve been in ny block 28
years. |It's one business, Bl ack-
owned, that opened up across the
street fromne. |It's a restaurant.
He cane in -- this was about five
years ago when he opened up. He
cane in and expressed that he would
like me to cone to the church
because they were having a zoning

neeting in reference to hi mopening.
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So | gave himny support. |
went up there, supported him because
there's not that nany Bl ack-owned
busi nesses in the area. But other
than that -- other than him al
t hese ot her busi nesses opened up
with no zoni ng neetings, no notice,
no not hi ng.

So that's nmy concern. |
just echo the sentinents of the
prior speaker, Ms. Martin, that the
comuni ty needs sone type of
expl anation. Now, one other thing.
When we had that neeting, | think it
was February. And so it wasn't |ike
the community reported this,
officials was there. They seen the
stuff being sold, the unlicensed
busi ness going on in that particul ar
establi shnent. And they were open
24 hours.

So the next day they were

cl osed, which was a -- the neeting
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was on a Wednesday, the Thursday
they were closed. Friday they
opened back up and been open ever
since. Several neighbors have cone
to ny establishnent and told ne that
chil dren have been up there, young
people, and they're letting them
know we sell weed here, spread it
around the community.

So it's nothing that's
changed. Evidently, they're not
afraid to do this. The police was
there, they know what's going on.
They seen the paraphernalia. These
busi nesses are not afraid to do this
type of business in Black
communities. So that's all | have
to say.

MR. HOLMES: (Good norning.
My nane is Jamal Holnes. [I'ma
menber of A Place Called Restoration
Mnistries, as well as the CFO for

Rest orati on Expansi on Project, which
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is a CDC in the West Cak Lane,
operati ng under the unbrella of
APCRM M first testinony would be
the witten words of the overseer
and founder of APCRM who has been
there. W just cel ebrated our 13th-
year anniversary, so we have been on
that bl ock 13 years.

So per overseer says, | am
Overseer Wi tney Bl unden, pastor-
founder of a place called
Restoration Mnistries, 5946 Ogontz
Avenue in the East Oak Lane section.

This is a reference to the
5950 new variety store that has
opened on the sane of the street --
same corner of the side of the
street of ny church.

| amgrateful to the
efforts of Councilwoman C ndy Bass,
her constituents, 35th Precinct, and
t he concerned nei ghbors who cane out

and marched to voice concerns and
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propose a plan to necessarily shut
down the store, but definitely
suspi cious activity that can bring
much harm and danger to the area.

There were many zoni ng
construction mssion permts, just
to nane a few reasons, why this
store's opening shoul d be del ayed,
I f not conpletely shut down. And no
one of the community was notified of
this new store until we all saw the
grand openi ng sign.

Si nce that neeting sone of
t he younger nenbers of ny church
made nyself and ny wife aware that
we were accosted regarding
purchasing marijuana fromthis
store. W also addressed the
concern with the new store owner of
havi ng an afterhours store which the
communi ty unani nously requested that
the store be closed at 9:00 p.m, as

all the other variety stores have
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consented to do the sane.

Since that tinme the store
sets its own hours that can range
from9:30 to as late as 11: 00 p. m
This is a great concern because | ess
than a block a sway a drug rehab
facility with access to these vices.
It will ensure personal failure for
those trying to nove passed their
weakness.

We have al so seen open drug
transactions with new faces of those
who | ook |ike they want to operate
this corner on a nore pernmanent
basi s.

The other day | was able to
talk off the | edge one of the youth
who felt so disrespected by an
exchange that happened at that
store. He was going hone to take
matters in his own hands. Thank God
| was able to get himto change his

m nd.
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| have nothers with
children, senior citizens who cone
for worship, which add a concern of
fear being a nei ghborhood vi ol ent
exchange. Nor am | interested in
our corner poles turning into
nmenori al s because of sonething
unnecessary happening as a result of
| ack of accountability or hoping
this will just go away.

As citizens we have the
right to the pursuit of tranquility,
pronoti ng our general welfare for
oursel ves and our prosperity. |
stand ny our nenbers and rebuil ding
vision of the CDC Restoration
Project and the community at | arge.
East Oak Lane needs a win. Thank
you. Wirds of Wiitney L. Bl unden,
pastor and overseer.

CHAI R DRI SCOLL: Thank you.

Before | get to the

gquestions, | just want to note the
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presence of Council menber G ndy
Bass. She, as you know, is the
author of the bills and anendnents.

Counci | worman, woul d you
li ke to nmake sonme conments?

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Yes,
woul d I'i ke to thank you everyone for
bei ng here today and this is an
i mportant issue. And it's an
unfortunate i ssue because we've been
tal ki ng about this for such a | ong
tine.

Nui sance busi nesses hurt
our nei ghborhoods. And | know t hat
nmy col |l eagues get it. W just need
nore assi stance, we need nore help,
we need nore enforcenent. |'mglad
to see in the testinony that te
Departnent of License and I nspection
and the Health Departnent are
wlling to work wwth us on this
| egi sl ati on.

But we're not going to
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stop. We're going to keep going
until we get the |egislation we need
to have in place to not put people
out of business, but make them
responsi bl e busi ness owners. And if
you refuse to be a responsible

busi ness owner, then you should be
put out of business.

So these are the kind of
t hi ngs that we've working on and
going to continue to work on. |
just want to nake nention of sone of
the things that were suggested or
eluded to in the gentleman's
comment s about the business, which
Is 5950 Ogontz Avenue.

When we visited on that
evening, there was no |icense
operate which is required, there was
no certificate of occupancy which is
requi red, they had done construction
wi t hout permts which were required,

they had ill egal signage posted,
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there was a sale of |oose tobacco,
which is prohibited and illegal,
sal e of tobacco w thout |icenses
which is required. There was | ack
of heat and air circul ation, which
iIs required. There were exposed
radi at or pi pes, a plunbing code
vi ol ation, |oose and exposed w res,
which is an electrical code
viol ati on and drug paraphernalia
which is illegal.

Now, for life of nme, |
can't understand why it is that this
business is still open. This is
incredibly frustrating that they are
still open until this nonment. They
came in wong, the city hasn't given
a slap on the wist. It's nore like
a, you know, be nice now. This is
not what we need in terns of
enf or cenent .

VW need hel ped. Qur

nei ghbor hoods need hel p, our
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communi ties need help. And | think
It says sonething that these

busi nesses only exist in

nei ghbor hoods where people are

al ready vul nerable. People are

sel f-nmedi cati ng and these busi nesses
are preying on that. That's what

t hey do.

They cone in and they prey
on a popul ation that they knowis
sel f-nmedicating, that | knowis
having a hard tinme making it from
day to day and take advant age of
that situation. They don't care
that they are down the street or
next door to a drug rehab. They
don't care there are young children
near by who m ght want to wonder in
an purchase snacks and say what's
that? |1 mght want to try that as
well. They just don't care about
how t hey oper at e.

So | think we need to have
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a nmuch stronger fist, a nuch
stronger approach when it cones to
dealing with these type of

busi nesses. And | would ask the
commttee for the support of this

| egi sl ation today. And we | ook
forward to working with Health and
L& to strengthen the | egislation
and work on any | egal and techni cal
I ssue. Because we don't want a bil
that cones out of conmttee that we
have sone | egal issues with when it
cones to final passage.

We want to make sure this
passes and we want to nmake sure it's
enforceable. W |look forward to
havi ng your support and I'll be
happy to answer any questions the
commttee may have.

CHAIR DRI SCOLL: Menber
Bass, we hear you |oud and clear and
appl aud your efforts in addressing

the situation as our panelist have
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hi ghl i ght this norning.

Menbers, any questions for
Counci | nrenber Bass? | know Menber
Phillips has for the panel, but any
for Menber Bass.

Okay. Menber Phillips.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLIPS: |
have a quick comment. It was
sonething | noted, it's 5946 Qgontz
Avenue, that's in the Ogontz area.

MR HOLMES: Between
Chanpl ost and W dner.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLIPS:  So
that's not East Gak Lane.

MR HOLMES: West Gak Lane.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS: |
just wanted to be sure for the
record. No problem Thank you.

MR. HOLMES: Yes, | wanted
to speak mne. That was overseers
words. | wanted to give ny
testinony as a patron, a citizen, an

i ndi vi dual who has al ways grown up
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in a Black conmunity, although I've
travel ed many pl aces and been nmany
pl aces.

And one of the
commonal ities that seemto be a
resi dual affect of overlooked --
"Il be nice and say overl ooked.

As a community we al ways
got to respond to what happens to
us. We always left to respond what
happens to us. And when we respond
in way that may not be seen as | ega
or right or just, we get punished
for it. But the things that are
happening to us are illegal, unjust
and unri ght.

None of us shoul d wake up
in the norning and see an il egal
store open, selling out things. |
grew up with school zones. W have
a school right on Nedro, right,
which is what, a thousand feet away

fromthese particular stores that
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sell these particul ar products.

So nost of our school
students and it's an el enentary
school, so nost of our young school
students have to pass this store
that is operating under a false
prem se of deli or a market, but it
has nothing in it, but some cookies
and potato chips and sone j ui ces.

It doesn't have any deli foods, but
It has every type of paraphernalia
that you can inmagi ne. They have
this in these stores, right?

Qur other stores are not
well to do. As M. Booker shared,
we are the only nei ghborhood where
95 percent of our businesses are not
ours. It's nothing wong wth
di versity or shared equity, but the
problemis that all these businesses
are not fundi ng our nei ghborhoods.
They are fundi ng where they live at

or where they stay at. So they're
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constantly extracting and destroying
at the sane tine.

And it seens to be allowed
to continue to go on forever and
forever. And when we speak up
agai nst it, because | personally
hate to sit here to ask people to
help us to allow us to have an

equitable life or door what we have

to do. | don't know about anybody
else, but | don't feel | need
perm ssion to have a good life. |I'm

just a person who believes that,
right?

But sadly our communities
have to constantly be in these
roons, constantly be in these
hearings just for sinple rights.
Just an opportunity to not have
destruction being put into our
nei ghbor hoods whil e benefiting from
us. And once we can do that, then

we can address our own
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nei ghbor hoods, our chil dren, our
youth, help God. | grew up wth
boys and girls and PAL, | grew up
with other things to do. Those
t hi ngs no | onger exists.

So the variety stores with
t he hookas and the vapes and the
cigarettes, people on the corner,
that's just a residuals affect of
havi ng nothing to do positive.
That's just what it is. But we
can't address that if we can't
address these nuisance in these
pl aces that are allowed. Because we
don't allow them they have to go
t hrough sonething that's politica
in order to just raise a gate and
open the door and have an grand
openi ng sign.

And we have to conme here
and plead to the board. This is not
a slight against y'all, this is just

areality. W have to conme and ask
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y'all to help us get them out when

t hey never should have had entry in
the first place because it doesn't

take pl ace nowhere el se.

W need to be inforned
i mredi ately the nonent an
application for any business in our
comuni ties, the conmunity nenbers
and bl ock captains need to be
informed. So we can assert and we
can see and we can understand and
say do we want that type of stuff in
our nei ghbor hood.

So |l inplore y'all to
consider this bill and consider this
bill and think about it heavily
because if it doesn't stop the way
it should stop, we are only asking
for it to stop another way. Thank
you.

CHAI R DRI SCOLL: Thank you
both for your heartfelt testinony.

Menmber Bass.
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COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:.  You
know, | just wanted to follow up on
his coments because | think it's an
inmportant to point out. And this
may be a further conversation for
t he Departnent of Conmerce, but just
in terns of circulation of dollars
within communities. And just, you
know, a breakdown that | found
online which | believe to be
accurate. But in the Asian
community a dollar circulates for
approximately 28 days. And then it
goes to other comunities. The
white community a dollar circul ates
for about 17 days, that's how | ong
It stays in the comunity. |In the
Jewi sh community it stays in the
community for approximately 19 days.
And in the African-Anerican
community, a dollar circulates for
roughly 6 hours.

So these huge gaps make a
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difference in terns of building
communi ties, enploying folks from
t he nei ghbor hood, being able to neke
a contribution to support | ocal
nei ghbors who support you and your
business. So | think it's really
i nportant that we have those kind of
conversations as well and | ook to
maybe a further hearing with the
Depart nent of Commrerce about how do
we, you know, capitalize on dollars
that are comng into the conmunity.
How do we get themto
circulate longer so they can go to
things |ike enpl oynent,
beautification and supporting the
communi ty, supporting the little
| eagues and the basketball teans and
things Iike that.
Those are things | would
like to point out and have further
conversation at sone point.

CHAI R DRI SCOLL: Thank you
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and thank you for your testinony.

Before we proceed, |1'd |ike
to bring back the Departnent of
Heal t h, pl ease.

See, | did get you back for
athird tine.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. Chairman.

What is the process when we
have an institution like this that
does sell either | oose tobacco or
cigarettes without a license? Do
you have to physically catch them
do you have a buyer that goes in and
buys thenf? What does Health do in
order to regulate the sales or the
i1l egal sales of tobacco?

MS. KI ESEVETTER:  So an
establ i shnment that does not have a
permt, correct?

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:

Yes.

M5. KIESEWETTER: Ckay. |If

Page 55

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on License and | nspections
04/ 28/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

a store is open and operating

wi thout a permt or without a

| icense as was the testinony, we
woul d go and visit and conduct an

i nspection. |If they were open and
operating, we would -- if it was a
previ ously operating store or had
sonme type of license, we would cite
them and say that you woul d need
submt plans and in sone cases we
woul d conduct an inspection. And
dependi ng on what was observed at
the tine of the inspection, we would
act accordingly.

We woul d i ssue a notice of
violation, which is our report and
I ssue a ticket as necessary. W
woul d tell themthat they would need
to submt to the departnent and get
anyt hi ng that was needed in
conjunction with the Departnent of
Li cense and | nspections to operate.

And then we woul d conduct
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that and we would all do that in
ternms of due process. And we woul d
go ahead and have them submt all of
these things. |If they did not do
so, we woul d conduct a reinspection
ideally to give themenough tine to
submt all of these things. And if
they were still open and operating
at that time, then we would continue
wi th our process dependi ng on what
steps the business had taken.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  But
you woul dn't cl ose them down?

M5. KI ESEVETTER:. We woul d
in certain conditions dependi ng on
t he actual business, yes, we would
I Ssue a cease operations order for
themto go ahead.

And in sonme cases if they
wer e observed for the first tine
open and operating, we would give
them a chance and say cl ose the

operati on and go ahead and submt
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your paperworKk.

CHAI R DRI SCOLL.:
Counci | mrenber Bass.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:  Thank
you. Thank you, M. Chairman.

So can you give us an
update as to 5950 Ogontz Avenue and
what the status of that is after the
I nspection? Because they did cone
down the night of our neeting which
was | ate February, early March.
They did, the Health Departnent,
Departnent of L&, the Police
Nui sance Departnent all cane down
and they were cited nultiple tines
to ny understanding. So can you
give us sone sort of an update as to
what is the latest is with that?

MS. KI ESEVETTER:

Absol utely, Council nmenber. [|'m
sorry, | don't have those details,
but I would get themas soon as |

get back.
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COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:

Because it's ny opinion they should
have been cl osed on the spot
per manent|y.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:
Thank you. So if they are don't
have a |icense and they' re caught
selling tobacco, they would get a
violation. And if they continue to
do that, you would go back on
rei nspecti on.

A lot of these stores know
when they see sonebody conming in,
they have a |l ot of these tobacco
products under the counter, when you
are | ooking for these products, do
you | ook through the whole store and
how does that work where if they
have a regul ar custoner cone in,
they can go in the back and get what
they need. Wereas if you go in
there they probably would say they

don't have cigarettes, right?
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How does that inspection
wor k?

MS. KIESEWETTER W
i nspect for food safety and
establi shnents, food safety and
process. W would inspect all area
that pertain to food, correct?

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  |I'm
tal ki ng about tobacco.

M5. KIESEWETTER: Most have
food sal es and al ong wth tobacco.
For tobacco, if there was a hidden
conpartnment and we did not access to
that, we were not granted access to
t hat .

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  So
if they hide it, they could keep
selling it?

MR. HARTUNG So we do have
a relationship with the Departnent
of Revenue, the Pennsylvania state
Departnent of Revenue and they have

ability to look into these
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busi nesses and they've cane out in
t he past.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  So
you could get the state cone out and
| ook if you feel like you can't go
there or can't do this, and then you
don't go. You can then informthe
state revenue to cone do that?

MR, HARTUNG That's
correct.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:

Does that often happen?

MS. KIESEWETTER W
conduct joint inspections with the
Depart nent of Revenue, vyes.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:

Ckay. Maybe that's sonething
that -- Council nenber Bass.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:. | hear
what you're saying, but | also know
the process is choppy. It's not
really, in ny opinion, it's not

really a consistent process where
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it's an automatic thing.

Where we were out there on,
let's say, on March 1st. W
observed all these things, we have
evi dence of them selling |oose
cigarettes and illegal cigarettes
and al so fake cigarettes, which is a
whol e ot her issue. Because these
are cigarettes made in China and we
have no idea what's in the actual
cigarette that you're ingesting into
your |ungs which coul d be dangerous.
But it's sort of |ike a poor
community -- like it's |ess
consideration overall. It's just
| ess consi deration.

But as far as the
I nspections with the Conmonweal t h,
It doesn't seemas if there is a
real process that automatically
triggers, this is what's going to
happen. You know, when this

happens, that happens. Wen we
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encounter A, B and C, that
automatically neans we are going to
contact the state and have them cone
out and withdraw |icense.

It seens as if it's up to
the inspector or someone in the
departnent and may be they will and
may be they won't. | think it
behooves all of us to have a set of
cl ear guidelines to say when this
happens, we're calling the
Commonweal t h, when that happens
we're calling the Commonweal t h.

O her than that it seens a bit
arbitrary. Mybe we'll call, maybe
we won't.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:
Maybe we can work with the
adm ni stration and the Chair and
your office and see if you can put a
policy together. |1'msurely health
woul d be nore than willing to work

with us on that.
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Thank you. Thank you for
your answers.

CHAIR DRI SCOLL: And
Counci | renbers, | think, too, |
think we need to get our
stakehol ders at the table. | think
| woul d encourage that as well.

Menber Philips.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS: |
just want to be clear on sonething.
So the policy of witing -- issuing
a violation for the selling of
tobacco, is that a policy of your
departnent, a warning violation or a
fine, is that a policy your
foll ow ng from soneone el se or sone
ot her departnent?

MS. KIESEWETTER  Are you
tal ki ng about operating w thout a
permt?

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
Yeah, if you're operating wthout a

permt for selling of illegal
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t obacco, you said when that happens
you issue a fine. A violation that
results in a fine, correct?

M5. KI ESEVETTER. W
conduct an inspection and based on
what we see during that inspection,
we would issue -- we could issue a
ticket, a notice of violation. O
we could al so, depending if there's
rei nspection fee al so associ at ed
with that.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLIPS:  So
Is that your departnent's policy on
items of that nature?

M5. KIESEWETTER If we
observe, yes.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
Yes. So --

MS. KIESEVETTER. W
enforce the regul ations of the
t obacco permt, correct.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLIPS: So

what we're saying here and
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Counci | mrenber Bass is saying in sone
capacity, too, | think. This thing
Is such a proliferation when it
cones to tobacco sales and ill ega
permts, that honestly there should
be a zero tolerance. There

shoul dn't be an investigation, a
warning, a violation, it should be

I mredi ate shut down. Wiy can't we
get to that point?

MS. KI ESEVETTER:  Because
we have to afford these
establ i shnents due process. W work
with --

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
And that's your departnents
deci si on?

M5. KI ESEVETTER. We work
with our partners in License &

I nspections and with law internally
to ensure.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:

And that right there is what has to
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change in the city of Phil adel phi a.
They don't get due process. They
know what they're doing, they know
what they're doing, they know what
they're doing, and they do it all
the tinme. They're going to keep
getting sneaky about it. And I
think that's what needs to be
changed the city of Phil adel phi a.
No due process under certain
ci rcunstances. Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Her e,
her e.

CHAI R DRI SCOLL:  Menber
O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE
Yes, thank you, M. Chairman. |
appreciate Dr. Phillips and his
commentary. |'ma district nmenber
at large nenber so | don't have the
sane responsibility as Menber Bass
and Menber Philli ps.

| do think due process
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particularly in the current

political climte matters as whol e
heck of a lot. That having been
said, | think where | can align is
that efficiency woul d be appreciated
in the process that you are actually
conducting. |If we can shorten the
time span on the foll owup or

what ever the case may be, | think it
woul d do a great service to the city
to make sure we address the nui sance
busi nesses in a Constitutional and
appropriate way. | just wanted to
put that on the record.

CHAI R DRI SCOLL: Thank you
for your testinony.

Heari ng no further
guestions from nenbers of this panel
and there being no other panels to
testify on the bills before this
commttee, we will nowtransition to
the public comrent session.

Ms. McDonald, will you
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pl ease call the first person making
public comment we have to testify
this norning on the bill before this
comm ttee today.

THE CLERK: Sharese
Ser geant .

CHAI R DRI SCOLL: Thank you.
Pl ease state your nane, for the
record.

M5. SERGEANT: Sharese
Ser geant .

Good norning, all, and
t hank you, Counci | nenbers.

Thank you to ny
representative Council woman Bass for
her partnership and support
addressing the chal |l enges of
nui sance busi nesses in ny conmunity.

| am a proud resident of
Germant own by way of North
Phi | adel phia. | aman active nenber
of the Phil adel phia Police
Departnent 14th District, PDAC. |I'm
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an active block captain. Al of
these responsibilities were
instilled by way of ny village and
how | was raised in our dear city.

| was raised to support this city in
which I live to include al

resi dents and busi nesses.

Wth that said,
Counci | woman Bass's proposed
| egi sl ation to address nui sance
busi nesses is a call to action of
responsi bility, accountability, and
to create and approve the alliance
needed between busi ness owners and
resi dents.

As a resident, |I'mrequired
to pay ny taxes, adhere to all
conpliance regul ati ons and | aws of
the city. Obtain permts doing
mai nt enance to nmy honme. Ensure the
upkeep of nmy hone is occurring at
all tinmes.

If I"mnot responsible as a
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resident, |I'mheld accountable with
fines, tickets and other nore
aggressive actions of the city.

This seens to be different
for sonme business owners as the
upkeep of their business,
properties, such as unmanaged
dunpsters which causes public health
I ssues with infestation of rodents,
cracked pavenents which create risk
of safety for residents and
pedestrians who wal k. The ill egal
sal es of tobacco and al cohol
products. The actions of students
during store hours affecting efforts
to lower truancy and | ack of
operating permts.

There seens to be a | ack of
oversi ght and enforcenent of several
agenci es for business owners,
however, there's due diligence and
vigilance to act upon residents.

The di srespect and intimdation to
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resi dents by nui sance busi nesses and
their supporters who loiter are
I ncreasi ng the dangers throughout
the city and are counter-productive
to other city initiatives to address
crime, inprove education of our
yout h, inprove quality of life of
all, and all of the city clean up
efforts.

| thank Council woman Bass
and the Phil adel phia 14th Police
District as their efforts over the
| ast several years have changed the
Chel ten Avenue corridor. But there
is nore work to do here and
t hroughout city.

| amin agreement with the
previous testinony, as | should not
have to ask, but I wll. Please
support the proposed legislation to
nove busi nesses and residents to a
heal thy rel ati onship as both are

critical to the successes in our
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city in which we are trying to
I nprove and build upon.

Agai n, Council woman Bass
and the 14th Police District, thank
you for highlighting these natters
as the businesses on Chelten Avenue
that was addressed in ny
nei ghbor hood i s permanently cl osed
after three years of operating with
no business license, nmultiple raids
over 10 years due to illega
activities of sales of drugs, five
years of delinquent tax bills, 10
years of illegal sales of tobacco
and lottery products to use, and
three years of operating with a
self-install ed ganbling machi ne.

311 cannot be the residents
only option. Calling 311 and
overwhel m ng them continuously is
not effective and it's tine
consumng. And it's not a proper

use of those who work 311
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This seens to be a sl ow
buil ding i ssue that we all know
about. |'m happy we are addressing
it, but I would be proud of this
city and you, City Council, if you
actually take action to hold all
city agencies who are responsible
for this matter and this
infestation, it is an infestation of
what has been in our communities.

Thank you for your tine.

CHAI R DRI SCOLL: Thank you.

Ms. McDonald, wll you
pl ease call the next person for
public comrent.

THE CLERK: There are no
nore nanes for public coment.

CHAIR DRI SCOLL: 1'd like
to thank all the w tnesses for
j 0i ni ng us today.

And there being no further
questions fromthe nenbers of this

commttee and no other w tnesses to
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testify on Bill No. 250123 and Bill
No. 250151, | wll ask if there's
anyone el se present at that hearing
that we failed to call and wi shes to
of fer testinony on the bills being
consi dered today.

Hearing none, | want to
t hank the panels and w tnesses for
their participation. W value your
opi ni ons.

Thi s concludes the public
hearing of the commttee.

W wll nowgo into a
public neeting to consider the
action taken on the bills before
this conmttee today.

W will now convene the
public nmeeting of the Commttee of
Li censes and I nspection. Please
note that Bill No. 250151 is being
wi thheld at the request of the
sponsor and will not be voted on

t oday.
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Ms. McDonald, will you
pl ease call the roll to take
attendance. Menbers that are in
attendance, will you pl ease indicate
that you're present when your nane
Is called.

THE CLERK: It's Bill No.
150 that is being held. Sorry,
there was a typo.

Counci | mrenber G | nor e-
Ri chardson Jones. Counci | nenber
Jones. Counci | menber Gaut hi er.
Counci | menber Philli ps.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:

Present .

THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE
Present .

THE CLERK: Vice Chair
Squi Il a.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:
Present .
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THE CLERK: Chair Driscoll.

CHAI R DRI SCOLL: Present.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Squilla for a notion
on the amend to Bill No. 250123.

COUNCI LMEMBER:  Thank you,
M. Chair. | offer an anendnent to
Bill No. 250123, a copy of the
amendnment have been circul ated to
all nmenbers. | nove that the
amendnent of Bill No. 250123 be
approved.

CHAI R DRI SCOLL: The Chair
notes, for the record, that
Counci | menber O Rour ke seconds the
notion. |t has been noved and
properly seconded that the anendnent
to 250123 be approved.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye. Those
opposed? The ayes have it. The
notion carries and the amendnent to

Bill No. 250123 has been approved.
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The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Squilla for a notion
on Bill No. 250123 as anended.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. Chair. | nove that
Bill No. 250123 as anended be
recorded with this commttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on and further
nove that the rules of Council be
suspended as to permt first reading
of this bill at the next session of
counci | .

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE:
Second.

CHAI R DRI SCOLL: The Chair
notes, for the record, that
Counci | man O Rour ke seconds the
notion. It has been noved and
properly seconded that Bill No.
250123 as anended be reported from
this conmttee with a favorable
recommendati on, and further nove

that the rules of the council be
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suspended to permt first reading of
this bill at the next session of
counci | .

Al'l those in favor of the
notion signify by saying aye. The
ayes have it. The notion carries.

The Chair recogni zes Menber
Squilla on Bill No. 250151.

COUNCI LMEMBER:  Thank you,
M. Chair. | offer an anmendnent to
250151. A copy of the anmendnent has
been circul ated to all nenbers of
the conmmttee. | nove that the
amendnent to Bill No. 250151 be
approved.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
Second.

CHAI R DRI SCOLL: The Chair
notes, for the record, that
Counci | menber Phillips seconds the
notion. |t has been noved and
properly seconded that the anendnent

to Bill No. 250151 be approved. Al
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those in favor of the notion wll
signify by saying eye. The ayes
have it. The notion carries and
anmendnent has been approved.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Squilla on Bill No.
250151 as anended.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. Chair. | offer an
amendnent to Bill No. 250151. A
copy of the anendnent has been
circulated to all nenbers of the
commttee. | nove that the
amendnent to 250151 be approved.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
Second.

CHAI R DRI SCOLL: The Chair
notes, for the record, that
Counci | menber Phillips seconds the
notion. |t has been noved and
properly seconded that the anmendnent
to Bill No. 250151 be approved.

All those in favor of the
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notion wll signify by saying aye.
The ayes have it. The notion
carries and the anendnent to Bil
No. 250151 has been approve.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci |l menber Squilla for a notion
on Bill No. 250151 as anendnent.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. Chair. | nove that
Bill No. 250151 as anended be
recorded with this conmttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on and further
nove that the rules of council be
suspended and permt the first
reading of this bill at the next
sessi on of council.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE:
Second.

CHAI R DRI SCOLL: The Chair
notes that Council menber O Rourke
seconds the notion. It has been
noved and properly seconded t hat

Bill No. 250151, as anended, be
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reported fromthis commttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on and further
noved that the rules of counci
suspended to permt first readi ng of
this bill at the next session of
counci | .

Al those in favor of the
notion will signify by saying aye.
The ayes have it. The notion
carries. And this concludes the
busi ness on License and | nspections
t oday.

Thank you all very nuch for

your attendance.

11: 30 a.m)
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