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THE CLERK: Good
afternoon. The Public Health
hearing that was originally
schedul ed at 1:00 p.m has been
noved to 3:30 p.m Thank you for
your under st andi ng.

(Recess.)

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Good afternoon, everyone. Wl cone
to Philadel phia Gty Council's
Comm ttee on Public Health and
Human Services. | now note that
t he hour has cone.

M. Sham would you
pl ease call the roll.

THE CLERK:
Counci | mrenber O Rour ke.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Landau.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:

Counci | nrenber Bass.
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COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Present.

THE CLERK:
Counci | mrenber Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Present .

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Thonas.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:

Present .

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thonas.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Ch, sorry.

THE CLERK: Vice-Chair
Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Present .

THE CLERK: Chair Ahmad.
COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:

Present. Thank you, M. Sham

Joining us also wll be
Counci | menber Squil -- not yet.
kay. | note for the record that a
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guorumof this Commttee is present
and the hearing is called to order.
This is a public hearing of the
Comm ttee on Public Health and
Human Servi ces consi dering
testinmony on Bill No. 240932.

Before we begin, do any
of nmy col | eagues have any openi ng
remar ks?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMOVAN AHVAD:  No?
Goi ng once, twice. Al right.

M. Sham there are no
coments. Wuld you pl ease read
the title of the first bill

THE CLERK: Bill No.
240932, anendi ng Chapter 9-4100 of
The Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled
“"Pronoting Healthy Famlies and

Wor kpl ace,” to nodify the manner in
which certain | eave benefits are
adm ni stered during a pandem c or
epi dem ¢ and meki ng techni cal

changes, all under certain terns
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and condi ti ons.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
kay. Cerk, will you please cal
up the first witness to testify on
this bill.

THE CLERK: The first
witness to testify is Ben Hartung,
Public Policy Advisor of the
Phi | adel phi a Departnent of Public
Heal t h.

(Wtness approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:

Pl ease state your nane for the
record and proceed with your
testi nony.

MR, HARTUNG Thank you.
My name is Ben Hartung and |I'mthe
Public Policy Advisor with the
Phi | adel phi a Departnment of Public
Heal th. Good afternoon, Chair
Ahmad, Vice-Chair Lozada and
menbers of the Commttee on Public

Heal th and Human Services. On
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behal f of InterimHealth

Conmmi ssioner Dr. Franklin, thank
you for allow ng the Departnent of
Public Health to testify regarding
Bill No. 240932.

The purpose of this bil
is to add a definition of public
heal th energency to Chapter 9-4100
of The Phil adel phia Code which is
titled "Pronoting Healthy Fam i es
and Workpl aces."” During the COVI D
19 pandemc, Gty Council added a
section to this chapter to address
conpensati ng health care enpl oyees
during a decl ared pandem c or
epi dem c event.

This section of The
Phi | adel phi a Code currently states
that health care workers are to be
conpensated for | ost wages and
medi cal expenses if they contract a
communi cabl e di sease during a
pandem c or epidemc that is

declared to exist by the Wirld
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Heal th Organi zation, the Centers
for D sease Control and Prevention
or other recognized public interest
heal t h organi zati ons.

Bill No. 240932 renoves
references to the Wrld Health
organi zation, the CDC and the
catchal | phrase public interest
heal t h organi zati ons. The
exi stence of a public health
emergency as defined in the new
bill will be related to a di sease
pandenm c or epidem c that has been
triggered by a declaration nade by
a federal, state or local official
that affects Phil adel phi a.

Thi s proposed change
nore precisely aligns the health
care worker benefits in Chapter 9-
4100 with the | egal actions that
woul d govern the operations of the
Cty of Philadel phia in pandem c or
epi dem c events and wi Il provide

nore clarity for individuals and
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organi zati ons i npact ed by
Phi | adel phia Iaw. For this reason,
the Departnent of Public Health
supports Bill No. 240932.

The Departnment of Public
Health would like to thank City
Council for their work to protect
frontline health care workers
during the COVID-19 pandemc and in
any future pandem cs or epidenics.
| woul d be happy to answer any
guestions you have at this tine.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Thank you.

Do we have any
guesti ons?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Just a point of clarification, |
know you stated it. Could you just
expl ain one nore tinme what exactly
this bill is doing in terns of
removing the reference to who and

all these organi zati ons, so who
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will be able to declare the
enmergency, just the Cty of
Phi | adel phi a?

MR. HARTUNG No. So
the | anguage is broad enough to
enconpass -- there's nultiple
| ayers of jurisdiction, so the
federal governnment can nmake
enmer gency decl arations, the
Governor can and the Governor, as
state | aw enpowers the Mayor to do
so and Gty Council is also
enpower ed, the Mayor can do so
wi thout Gty Council's approval.
So there's a section of the Code, |
believe it's 10-819 that states
state of energencies in the
Phi | adel phi a Code that our [ ocal
pandem ¢ was decl ared under. But
the Wrld Health Organization has
no legal jurisdiction. W look to
them as experts, but this nore
aligns the jurisprudence across the

country with the operations.
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COUNCI LMOVAN AHVAD:  So
in other words, just a scenario
since we're having a | ot of change
i n governnment right nowif the City
of Phil adel phia were to declare a
heal t h energency and not the
federal governnment, so we're able
to manage our own affairs with our
own pronouncenent ?

MR HARTUNG  Yes.
Under this | anguage, yes.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Correct. Okay. | was nore
concerned about that than the other
pi ece of it, which neans that the
workers will be eligible for these
benefits, the |eave and sick | eave
and all of that, if we triggered
t he pandem c pronouncenent by the
Cty?

MR, HARTUNG Yes. A
mayor's decl aration would trigger
this law, yes.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHMAD:
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Ckay. Thank you. Thank you for
the clarification.

Anybody el se?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD: W
are good. Thank you for your
testi nony.

WIIl the derk please
call the next wtness.

THE CLERK: The next
witness to testify is Neil Fishman,
Chief Medical Oficer at the
Hospital of the University of
Pennsyl vani a.

(Wtness approached
Wtness table.)

DR, FISHVAN. H . Good
af t er noon.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:

Pl ease state your nane and proceed.

DR FISHVAN: Sure. [|'m
Neil Fishman. |'mthe Chief
Medical O ficer at the Hospital of

the University of Pennsylvania and
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an i nfectious di sease physi ci an.
Good afternoon, Councilwoman Ahmad
and menbers of the Gty Counci
Comm ttee on Public Health and
Human Servi ces.

Thank you for your work
on behal f of the people of
Phi | adel phia. Thanks for the
opportunity to testify in support
of Bill No. 240932. The bil
I ntroduced by Council nenber Squilla
amends the Pronoting Heal t hy
Fam | i es and Wbr kpl aces ordi nance
to clarify when health care
institutions are required to
provi de pandenic-rel ated | eave
separate fromnormal sickly
benefits.

The Pronoting Heal t hy
Fam | i es and Wbr kpl aces ordi nance
is powerful |egislation that hel ped
the Gty endure the pandem c by
ensuring that health care workers

recei ved adequat e pay and benefits
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continuation during the COVID 19
pandem ¢ when they tested positive
for the disease.

Recal|l the early days of
t he pandem c when there was
rightful uncertainty anongst the
enpl oyees of hospitals and nursing
homes about contracting COVI D19
viruses in their workpl aces.
Thankful Iy nmuch has changed since
2020 when this ordi nance was
enact ed.

By mi d-2023 the Wrld
Heal th Organi zation and the United
States federal governnent,
i ncl uding the Departnent of Health
and Human Servi ces, declared an end
to the COVID 19 public health
energency and state and | ocal
authorities al so discontinued their
enmer gency decl arati ons.

Earlier this year a CDC
official told the press that COVI D

19 is no longer a pandemic. It's
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what we consider an endem c

di sease. In our hospitals, far
fewer patients are hospitalized
with COVID 19. Effective vaccines
and treatnents are avail abl e and
hospital - based transm ssion is

i ncreasingly rare.

Today you're
significantly nore likely to
contract the virus at a famly
gat hering, while shopping or in a
crowded restaurant or bar.
Furthernore, nost people who
contract COVID-19 fully recover in
short order and require no speci al
treatnment other than a few days of
rest.

However, due to the
vague wordi ng of the original
ordi nance, there is no clear sunset
to the pandem c paid | eave
requirenment. Bill No. 240932
addresses this issue by specifying

that the ordi nance applies only
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during a declared public health
enmergency as defined in the text.

In the unfortunate event
of anot her pandem c and rel ated
public health enmergency, the
requi rement woul d automatically go
back into effect, thus protecting
our health care workers. Penn
Medi ci ne provi des our enpl oyees
robust health benefits, including
generous sick vacation and personal
| eave al |l ocati ons.

In fact, Penn Medi cine
and the other major hospital
systens were consi dered generous
enpl oyers under the broader
| egi sl ati on passed by Gty Counci
requiring enployers across all
sectors of the econony to provide
public health enmergency | eave
during the COVID-19 pandem c. That
| egi sl ati on sunset close to about a
year ago at the end of 2023.

I f an enpl oyee contracts
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the COVID-19 virus and m sses work,
they will still be paid out of
their regular sick | eave in the
sane way Penn Medi ci ne manages

enpl oyees who contract other
respiratory infections such as
seasonal influenza.

At Penn Medicine and the
ot her hospital networks in the
city, enployees have nore than
enough sick tine to cover them
shoul d they contract COVID-19. On
behal f of Penn Medicine and the
Phi | adel phia hospital comunity, |
ask that you vote to approve this
| egislation as it will relieve a
substantial adm nistrative burden
on hospitals while providing
protections for health care workers
during the unfortunate event of
anot her pandem c ener gency.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you.

Anybody have any
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guestions?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you for your testinony.

Clerk, if you would cal
t he next w tness.

THE CLERK: The next
witness to testify is WIIliam
Carter, Vice-president of Local
Governnment Affairs of the Geater
Phi | adel phi a Chanber of Commerce.

(Wtness approached
Wtness table.)

MR. CARTER: Thank you.
Good eveni ng, everyone. And as the
Clerk just nentioned, | amWIIliam
Carter, Vice-president of Local
Government Affairs for the Chanber
of Commerce for G eater
Phi | adel phia. | have testinony
that | turned in already. |'mjust
going to briefly sunmari ze, but |
t hi nk the good doctor here

t horoughly and el oquently made
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every point | was going to nake.
And since | took tinme to type this
and wite this, I'mgoing to read
sonme of this.

This bill, which is Bil
No. 240932, as technical |anguage,
The Phi |l adel phia Code clarifying
that health care institutions are
required to provi de pandemn c-
rel ated energency | eave separate
fromnormal sick | eave benefits.

In early 2020, Counci
passed several COVID-related bills,
including a bill that was
i ntroduced by then Council nenber
Ch.  That one being one of the
first introduced, passed w thout an
on-of f mechani sm as subsequent
nore fully and thoroughly
consi dered | egislation by Council
was. Today authorities, including
the Wirld Health Organi zation, the
Bi den Adm nistration, the state,

i ncluding the CDC, have declared an
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end to COVI D-19 as an energency or
have decl ared the pandemn c as
endemni c.

This current bill
addresses the disparity that now
exists within the Code by
speci fying that | eave pursuant to
that early legislation applies
during a declared public energency
as defined in the text. The bil
further holds that should an
ener gency once agai n be decl ared,
previ ous | eave provisions woul d
automatically be reinstated.

Addi ng this | anguage
rectifies a significant disparity
in the Code while continuing to
ensure protection for health care
wor kers during health energenci es.
And on behalf of our GCty's
exceptional health care
or gani zati ons, sonme of whom are
represented behind nme, we

appreciate Council's attention to
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this technical anmendnent and
respectfully ask for its approval.
Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you for that.

Anybody have any
guesti ons?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Thank you so mnuch.

Wul d you call the next
w tness? Anybody el se?

THE CLERK: No.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Ckay. We, | think, are done with
our witness |ist.

At this time if there
are no coments, asking once, twce
fromthe nenbers of this Commttee,
we wll go into the public conment
part of this hearing.

kay. So | once again
woul d |ike to thank all of our

Wi tnesses for joining us today. As
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we go into the public neeting, |
will note for the record -- we

don't have a quorum Let ne cal

her .

(Brief recess.)

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Ckay. | will note for the record

that a quorumof the Committee is
present and now | recognize
Counci | mrenber Lozada for a notion
on Bill No. 240932.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you, Madam Chair. Thank you,
Madam - -

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Yeah, there we go.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

| nove that Bill No.
240923 be reported fromthis
Conmittee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be

suspended to permt first reading
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of this bill at the next session of
Counci | .

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD: |1t
has been noved and properly
seconded that Bill No. 240932 be
reported fromthis Conmttee with a
favorabl e reconmendati on and
further nove that the rules of
Counci| be suspended to permt
first reading of this bill at the
next session of Council.

Al'l those in favor of
this nmotion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Okay. Ayes have it. Any opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMOVAN AHVAD: I n
the opinion of the Chair the ayes
have it. The notion carries. Bill
No. 240932 will be reported from

this Commttee with a favorabl e
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recommendati on with the request
that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading
at the next session of Council.

Thi s concl udes the
busi ness before this Commttee on
Public Health and Human Servi ces
today. Thank you very, very much
for your attendance. All right.
W' re done.

(Commttee on Public
Heal th and Human Servi ces concl uded

at 3:59 p.m)
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