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Committee on Public Property and Public Wrks

1 - - -
2 COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
3 Good afternoon, everyone. Wl cone
4 to Gty Council's Conmttee on
5 Public Property and Public WrKks.
6 | now note that the tine has cone.
7 WIIl the Oerk please
8 call the roll and take attendance.
9 Menbers that are in attendance,
10 wi Il you please indicate that
11 you're here by saying present when
12 your nane is called.
13 THE CLERK: Chair Lozada.
14 COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
15 Present .
16 THE CLERK: Vi ce-Chair
17 Squi | | a.
18 COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
19 Present .
20 THE CLERK:
21 Counci | menber Gaut hi er.
22 COUNCI LWOVMAN GAUTHI ER:
23 Present .
24 THE CLERK:
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1 Counci | menber Driscoll.

2 COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:

3 Present.

4 THE CLERK:

5 Counci | menber Harrity.

6 COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:

7 Present .

8 THE CLERK:

9 Counci | menber Young.

10 COUNCI LMAN  YOUNG

11 Present.

12 COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: |

13 note for the record that a quorum

14 of this conmttee is present and

15 this hearing is nowcalled to

16 order. This is a public hearing

17 for the Committee on Public

18 Property and Public Wrks regarding

19 Bill Nos. 260382, 260423, 260528,

20 260529 and 260531.

21 WIIl the Cerk please

22 read the titles of the bills on the

23 agenda for today.

24 THE CLERK: Bill No.
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260382, introduced by Council menber
Gauthier, titled nam ng and
Designating 60th & Baltinore Park,
| ocated at 5961 Baltinore Ave as
"Tyrone ' Cakes' Sins Park."

And Bill No. 260423,
I ntroduced by Counci | nenber
Gauthier, titled anmendi ng Chapter
16-400 of The Phil adel phi a Code,
entitled "Surplus Properties" by
addi ng a net hodol ogy for
di sposition by property exchange,
and maki ng ot her technical changes,
all under certain ternms and
condi ti ons.

And Bill No. 260528,
I ntroduced by Counci | nenber
Driscoll on behalf of Council
Presi dent Kenyatta Johnson, titled
aut hori zing the Phil adel phi a
Aut hority for Industri al
Devel opnent to convey fee sinple
title to all or a portion of

property known as 5501 Tacony
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1 Street for less than fair market

2 val ue, under certain terns and

3 condi ti ons.

4 And Bill No. 260529,

5 I ntroduced by Counci | nenber

6 Squilla, titled authorizing the

7 Commi ssi oner of Public Property, on

8 behal f of the Gty of Phil adel phi a,

9 to enter into a | ease agreenent,

10 I ncluding a | ease anendnent, for a

11 portion of the prem ses at 1341

12 North Del aware Ave. for general

13 office and adm nistrative use hy

14 the city, all under certain terns

15 and condi tions.

16 And Bill No. 260531,

17 I ntroduced by Council nenber O Nei |

18 on behal f of Council President

19 Kenyatta Johnson, titled

20 aut hori zing the Conmm ssi oner of

21 Public Property, on behalf of the

22 City of Philadelphia, to enter into

23 a subl ease agreenent with the

24 Phi | adel phia Muni ci pal Authority
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for use by the city of a portion of
the prem ses | ocated at 701 Market
Street, all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

There are no further
bills being heard today, Madam
Chai r.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you. WIIl the Cerk please
call the first panel to testify on
Bill No. 260382.

THE CLERK: Susan
Sl awson, Commi ssi oner of
Phi | adel phi a Parks and Recreati on,
wll be testifying on this bil
t oday, Madam Chair.

(Wtnesses approached
W tness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Good afternoon.

COWM SSI ONER SLAWSON:
Good afternoon.

COUNCI LWOVAN L OZADA:

Pl ease state your nane for the

888-893-3767
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record and begin with your
testi nony.

COW SSI ONER SLAWSON:
Good afternoon. Susan Sl awson,
Commi ssi oner of Parks and
Recr eati on.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQZADA:
Good afternoon.

COW SSI ONER SLAWSON:
Good afternoon, Chairperson, Vice-
Chair and nenbers of the committee.
My nane i s Susan Sl awson,
Commi ssi oner of Phil adel phia Parks
and Recreation. And |I'm here today
to testify in support of Bill No.
260382, an ordi nance renam ng and
designating the property comonly
referred to as 60th and Baltinore
Park, |ocated at 5961 Baltinore
Avenue as the "Tyrone ' Cake' Sins
Park" in the Gty of Phil adel phi a.

The Departnent of Parks
and Recreation supports this

nmeasure. And accordingly, |
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respectfully request that the
conmttee approve Bill No. 260382.
Il wll be happy to answer any
guestions you may have. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you for your testinony.

Are there any questions
on behalf of the Conmttee for this
panel i st?

Thank you. The Chair
recogni zes Counci | menber Gaut hier.

COUNCI LWOMAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

| just want to say thank
you. This is neaningful to the
community in Cobbs Creek. It is
meani ngful to Cakes, to Speaker
McClinton. And we appreciate your
partnership in doing this.

COWM SSI ONER  SLAWSON:
Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you for your testinony.

COW SSI ONER SLAWBON:
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1 Thank you.
2 COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
3 Are there any additional questions?
4 (No response.)
5 COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
6 Ms. Lee, will you please call the
7 next panel to testify.
8 THE CLERK: There are no
9 further w tnesses, Madam Chair.
10 COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
11 Seei ng none, thank you for your
12 testinony today.
13 WIIl the Cerk please
14 call the panel to testify on Bil
15 No. 260423.
16 THE CLERK: Madam Chair,
17 | note that Garrett O Dwyer, Policy
18 Director for the Phil adel phi a
19 Associ ation of Conmunity
20 Devel opnent Cor poration, and Angel
21 Rodri guez, Deputy Executive
22 Di rector of the Philadel phia Land
23 Bank, will be submtting witten
24 t esti nony.
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The foll owi ng w t nesses
are present to testify on this bil
today. Please forgive ne if |
pronounce your name W ong.

Carl a(ph) Cousar from East Parksi de
Resi dents Associ ation; Jessi Koch
from Cent enni al Parksi de CDC,

M chael Gonzal o Moran from | gl esi as
Garden; Malaika Hart G lpin from
One Art Community Center; Elizabeth
Waring fromHolly Street Garden,
Jenny Greenberg from Nei ghbor hood
Gardens Trust and Ryan Spak from

t he Spak G oup.

WIIl you all please
approach the bench and sit in the
addi tional seats off to the side.

(Wt nesses approached
W tness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Before this panel testifies, |I'd
like to recogni ze Counci | nenber
Gaut hi er for comments.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
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Thank you, Madam Chair.

And good afternoon,
everyone. |'Ill be brief. | just
wanted to provide a bit of context
for this bill and its inportance,
especially for nyself and ny
District coll eagues. Qur code
al l ows our | and agencies to engage
I n sonething that we comonly cal
a | and swap to address situations
that we often see.

There's an inportant
piece of land that is in the
public's interest to preserve, but
it's actually privately owned.
What sonetines | ooks |ike one big
|l ot to the naked eye is really a
bunch of different parcels nmany
times, and often tinmes private
parcels right in the mddle of
publicly-owned | and prevents an
assenbl age. In these situations,
the city has historically exchanged

publ ic vacant property with

888-893-3767
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consenting owners of a private
parcel to allow the Land Bank to
acquire the private parcel and
conpl ete the assenbl age. Most
commonly, this is for community
garden and open space preservation,
but it can al so be hel pful for
af f ordabl e housi ng and ot her
situations as well.

W' ve used | and swaps
for many years across nany
adm ni strations, but we found out
in April that the Parker
Adm ni stration nade the executive
decision in February to deny any
new swap request. W don't know
why the Adm nistration made this
choi ce because we weren't given
access to the witten directive,

even when we asked to see it

multiple tines. W need | and swaps

to protect our urban farns,
communi ty gardens, and ot her

val uabl e nei ghbor hood spaces.
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1 Land swaps nake

2 preservati on possi ble while naking

3 sure that every party | eaves the

4 tabl e happy. Wthout |and swaps,

5 we put val uable conmunity assets of

6 being at risk, of being bulldozed

7 by devel opers who want to turn the

8 community's decades of stewardship

9 into their own profit, and we nake

10 it harder to build affordable

11 housi ng and ot her public uses on

12 publ i cl y-owned vacant | ands.

13 The Adm nistration's

14 deci sion to abandon property

15 exchanges threatens nore than just

16 quality of life. Because research

17 confirnms that garden spaces, |ike

18 the ones we are trying to protect,

19 reduce violent crine, inprove the

20 envi ronment as well as nental and

21 physical health. That's why |

22 I ntroduced this bill, along with ny

23 co- sponsor Counci |l nrenber and Chair

24 Lozada, to nake property exchanges
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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an official part of our |and

di sposition practices with a

strai ghtforward process that

| ncreases transparency and reduces
staff tinme on the admnistrative
side so that it's a wwn-win for
everyone.

We cannot just shrug
this off. As nuch as we all m ght
wish it was different,

Phi | adel phia's vacant land is a
gap-t oot hed hodgepodge of m xed

ownership, and that isn't going to

change any tinme soon. And so, this

IS a necessary function that our

| and agenci es have been performn ng.

And so, with this bill ny goal is
to make sure that all concerns are
addressed and that we can get back
to the work we're supposed to be
doing to protect our comunity

spaces.

Thank you so nuch, Madam

Chair.

888-893-3767
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COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:

Thank you so nmuch. [I'Il just add
that | conpletely agree with the
Counci | menber and | appreci ate her
| eadership in this particul ar
topic, and really excited to hear
the conversation and the testinony
t oday and hope to nove forward to
be able to make this process nuch

easier and to be able to nake way

for all of these uses that we know

benefit the community.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and begin with your
testi nony and any one of you can
start.

M5. HART G LPIN:
Geetings. |'m Ml aika GIpin.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
You can begin with your testinony.
And if it's okay with the
commttee, we'll ask questions
after the panel.

M5. HART G LPIN:
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Greetings. Thanks. |'m Ml ai ka
Hart Glpin, and I'mwith One Art
Community Center. |'mthe
co-founder, co-creator and
Executive Director. |'mhere to
express ny whol ehearted support for
t he proposed anendnents to Bill No.
260423.

But before | continue ny
testinmony, | want us all to take a
collective breath. So let's
breathe in together and breathe
out. | love to begin ny
testinmonies with breath because
that's what our green spaces
provide for our conmunities, these
green spaces and gardens. They are
a place for us to exhale, literally
a breath of fresh air for our
nei ghbors, the comunities we serve
and for our city.

I n such tunul tuous
times, these gardens are a place to

find those nmuch- needed nonents of

888-893-3767
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peace. They are sacred spaces.
They are sacred spaces where we can
collectively heal and find joy.

The changes proposed in Bill No.
260423 woul d codify a process that
nysel f and many ot her | and stewards
have al ready begun engaging in with
t he support of our District
Counci | peopl e, this process call ed
| and swaps.

Gardeners and comunity
menbers |i ke nyself have invested
so nmuch tinme, resources, care and
| ove into these green spaces in our
nei ghbor hoods, often w thout the
guarantee that they will be
protected or preserved for the
communities that care for them
It's hard to own green | and as
green space in the city, even if
you' ve done all the work to
mai ntain, revitalize and renedi ate
it.

One Art has been | ucky

888-893-3767
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1 to organi ze the support and fundi ng

2 to purchase land, work with the

3 Land Bank and with the hel p of

4 advocat es and engage in | and swaps.

5 Qur One Art land journey began in

6 2002.

7 One Art is |located on

8 privately-owned land. It's a

9 beauti ful community space. |f you

10 haven't been there, | invite you

11 out. W provide programm ng and

12 just wellness for our community,

13 and we've done this since 2001. In

14 2002, we began to | ook at the | and

15 t hat was surroundi ng our center,

16 and we started applying for it

17 because it was all vacant and it

18 was really dangerous. So there had

19 been nunerous nurders. Bones were

20 found on the properties. And so,

21 we began to apply to have

22 stewardship of this land and really

23 transformit.

24 Vell, there was no
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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process for it. So after many
applications to even use the | and
I n 2006, we decided to take a | eap
of faith. And even though there
was absolutely no security, we
decided to grow on the land. W
began to grow not only food, but we
began to grow comrunity. Qur farm
and garden is a space where people
cone and they cone together and
It's a place of joy.

So we began growing in
2006. And in 2021, wthout
know ng, overnight we found out
that a devel oper had purchased the
| and. So overnight the | and was
extrenely insecure and we didn't
know which way to go. Thankfully,
we were guided to partake in the
| and swap process, which hadn't
been fully nmeshed out, but we
decided to nove in that direction
anyway.

The | and swap process is

888-893-3767
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an inportant tool to support | and
acqui sitions by community nenbers
for community use. Land swaps are
an i nportant tool and we used it.
And thankfully |ast year, our
proposal, our request went through
and now we are able to be in a nore
secure space as we continue to grow
for our community and with our
comuni ty.

This legislation wuld
ensure that the community voice is
prioritized since it would require
ajoint letter fromboth the
private | andowner and the community
organi zation for it to go through.
For a city to agree and approve
this legislation, it would be a big
win for all of us, for the |and
stewards who are currently waiting
on their land swaps to go through
and for those who wsh to use this
tool to secure their land in an

equi tabl e and streaniined way. For

888-893-3767
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all of us farners, gardeners,
stewards of the land, it's an
honor, the work we do. It's an
honor and a | abor of |ove. But why
does it have to be a constant
travail .

We're not fighting
agai nst our neighbors for this
| and. They are on the | and grow ng
food with us. W're fighting
agai nst bi g devel opers who are
t aki ng advantage of the cracks and
perks of the system W ask that
we join together with Mayor ParKker,
Cty Council, Land Bank. W need
you in this fight with us to
protect the people, to protect the
| and, to partner in preserving
gardens and green spaces, to val ue
t he profound peace that is found in
t hese vital spaces.

We are actively grow ng
a cl eaner, greener, safer

Phi | adel phia by cultivating these

888-893-3767
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green spaces. And when you need a
noment to breathe, we invite you to
cone out to our gardens and breathe
with us. Thank you for this
opportunity to share.

COUNCI LWOVAN L OZADA:
Thank you. Good afternoon.

M5. COUSAR  Good
eveni ng.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Good afternoon.

M5. COUSAR My nane is
Callalily Cousar, and |I'mhere to
speak about the acquisition of the
| and where we have the pl ayground
at the 1100 bl ock of North 41st
Street. First of all, I would Iike
to say that |'ve been a nei ghbor of
the community right there ever
since 1948 right out of high
school. So I've been nowhere el se
but there, so | know the area. And
I knew nost of the people that

owned the | and on 41st Street.

888-893-3767
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1 When we first noved

2 there, we knew the famlies and all

3 and we knew t hem when t hey noved

4 out and all. And then the |land and

5 all, you know, turned into -- when

6 they started tearing the buildings

7 and things down and all, then it

8 di | api dated and trashed and al |

9 that stuff. And it was just a ness

10 there. And we just felt that our

11 children and our famlies deserved

12 alittle nore.

13 During that tinme, we

14 were a bl ock captain and we hadn't

15 organi zed. So once we found out

16 t hat we when we organi zed, we could

17 do better and we learned a ot from

18 the neetings and all that was goi ng

19 to, so that's when we found out

20 that we could try to get a

21 pl ayground for our children because

22 we were tired of seeing them

23 SW ngi ng on those old trees and

24 tires. And they deserve better
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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1 than that. And also, that's why we

2 work so hard. And we wanted the

3 acqui sition.

4 And | can say that nost

5 of the people, when we were able to

6 get the spot for the playground and

7 they saw that we were peopl e that

8 woul d keep it clean -- and we'd

9 spend our own noney, we raised all

10 kinds. W sold sone of everything

11 In order to keep it clean and all

12 and the grass cut. So when the

13 owners saw the type of people that

14 we were and that we really were

15 i nterested in our community and our

16 children, then sone of them they

17 even told us, you know, it was all

18 right to just use the land. And

19 t hey even hel ped us to acquire a

20 fence. But they told us, don't try

21 to buy nothing. So that's what

22 they told us at that tine.

23 So that's why |I'm here

24 now, so that land where we are is
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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1 very inportant to the community

2 because that's where our children

3 have pl ayed and that's where the

4 community can cone together and

5 work together. And we |earn things

6 and we do things together. W' ve

7 had a | ot of events and things.

8 And actually, there's nothing quite

9 around there for our children to do

10 or to go.

11 You m ght say, well, you

12 had to park up this, you know,

13 there. But that's a little too far

14 for me to send a little kid. And

15 sonetinmes | can't go, but | can't

16 cone down, and the other parents to

17 the playground with themto watch

18 our children. So that's why I'm

19 here today to speak on behal f of

20 what they were telling ne.

21 | didn't quite have

22 everything that | wanted to say

23 because |'ve been kind of under the

24 weat her. But | just want to say
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1 that land is very inportant to us

2 and |''m hopi ng that the answer wl|

3 be yes.

4 COUNCI LWOVAN LQZADA:

5 Thank you for your testinony.

6 Pl ease state your nane for the

7 record and begin with your

8 testi nony.

9 MR GONZALO MORAN: My

10 nane is M chael Gonzal o Moran.

11 First, | just want to say thank you

12 all for the support. This isn't

13 the first tinme we've kind of been

14 across fromeach other |ike this.

15 So | appreciate that, y'all. You

16 know a little bit about nyself and

17 my support, right, for the bill.

18 I''ma gardener at the

19 | gl esi as Gardens and a nenber of

20 t he Phil adel phia Land St ewards

21 Uni on. These two organi zations are

22 made up of nei ghbors who use and

23 care for vacant | and and advocate

24 for community control of land. [|I'm
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1 here on behalf of ny comunity to

2 show support for Bill No. 260423.

3 We support this |legislation because
4 it facilitates the protection of

5 | nportant green spaces and has the
6 potential to revitalize |ong

7 di sregarded conmmuniti es.

8 At |glesias, we have

9 been making great efforts to

10 protect our garden parcels. One

11 parcel in particular is going

12 through a simlar process that's

13 bei ng defined today as a property
14 exchange. This exchange woul d be
15 bet ween 1 gl esias Garden, the Land
16 Bank, and a devel oper who purchased
17 the property in a shady manner.

18 It's been over five years since we
19 initiated the process and has yet
20 to be conpleted. There are nmany
21 reasons for this and we do
22 under stand due diligence, but this
23 Is not efficient.
24 | provided testinony
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before our Gty Council the | ast
time | was here. Sone
Counci | menbers asked ne questions
in reference to what else it would
take for community nenbers to feel
heard and feel safe. | replied
that it would take nore effort and
a shift in nentality as Gty
Council to create the opportunity
for land security to foster in

Phi | adel phi a.

Leave no doubt t hat
gentrification and di spl acenent
starts at the adm nistration at
City Council, because policies
created here have the potential to
uproot whole communities. But Cty
Counci|l also has the power to
nurture comunities and rebuild our
nei ghbor hoods.

To conti nue ny answer, |
will provide a little nore context
about ny background. Not because |

enjoy sharing this story, but
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because it enconpasses many of the
| and and security issues we have in
this city. | tell this story again
with the hope that it enphasizes

t he many reasons why this work nust
continue. Facilitating public use
and ownership of land is inportant
and nust continue as well, until
residents are the ones shaping the
nei ghbor hoods they live in and not
devel opers who have no interest in
the community, this work i s not
done.

As | nentioned, | grew
up in North Philly, in the Badl ands
to be specific, and I continue to
live, working and invested with ny
famly. | want to talk about ny
per sonal experiences and why |I'm
sitting here before you, but | also
want to honor all of the community
el ders, | eaders and both
organi zations with over 200 | and

stewards and gardeners that al so
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1 contribute to the work that got us

2 here today. So thank you all.

3 Many of us involved in

4 this work have been personally

5 | npacted by many of the negligent

6 devel opnent and vacant | and issues

7 that are common in Phil adel phi a.

8 Mysel f, growing up in the Badl ands,

9 | wanted to better understand why

10 it was | abeled that, how was it

11 that all ny great nei ghbors becane

12 to be recogni zed in such a way, |

13 would talk to the old heads and

14 they all had stories.

15 But then | began to ask,

16 how does a place like this get

17 created. And the answer cane in

18 two interconnected parts. This

19 I nvestment, which leads to

20 gentrification in a bad systemwth

21 bad politics, it wll always get

22 great results for the greedy and

23 corrupt. We know that systemc

24 failures like racism redlining
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created environnents for financial
poverty that | ead to nei ghborhoods
cal |l ed t he Badl ands.

Today we wat ch

devel opers buy up whole city bl ocks

and | abel it affordable housing

that prices out long-term

residents. Five years ago, ny hone

was damaged when a city-approved

devel oper began a shoddy rehab on a

rowhonme next door to us. The
structure to our hone was danmaged,

and now we owe over 10,000 in L&l

fees, none of which will contribute

to the repair of ny hone.

After the devel oper
abandoned the project for three
years, then eventually conpl eted
it, they were not held |liable by
L& . The danmage to our hone stil
not has not been repaired and we
don't qualify for any city relief
prograns. But we watch so-called

devel opers get handed | and and
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1 checks. W have al so spent ei ght

2 years trying to acquire city-owned
3 vacant parcel adjoining the other

4 si de of our hone.

5 Only after years of back
6 and forth with the city, the

7 Revenue Departnent and the Land

8 Bank, we were infornmed that we

9 can't acquire the parcel because of
10 our violations. Not only did this
11 devel oper damage ny hone, but now
12 t hey have al so prevented ny

13 famly's opportunity for peace of
14 m nd and that another property

15 won't be built on the other side of
16 nmy honme to further danmage our hone.
17 ' ve experienced

18 firsthand how conplicated it is to
19 address these problens and how
20 power| ess residents can be when the
21 city and devel opers do whatever
22 they want w thout input froml ong-
23 termresidents. |'malso barely
24 surviving gentrification and |I have
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a small business. W're no | onger
the city of nei ghborhoods. W're
now the city of devel opers and the
city of renters.

The honeowners and
nei ghbors are no | onger the
Ms. Carnens or the Ms. Margies. M
nei ghbor now is an LLC or sone
other private noney interest realty
group. Keep it real with us,
Philly Gty Council. Do we have a
public land bank or is it a
devel oper | and bank? W have to
restructure this systemto benefit
the people it's neant to serve,
rat her than the devel opers who are
only interested in servicing their
wealth. | hunbly request that Gty
Counci | continue to engage
gardeners and | and stewards because
we have sol utions and suggestions
to these issues. Once again, we
support this bill and wll continue

to advocate |l and security for all
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1 of Phil adel phia. Thank you, Gty
2 Council. Thank you, gardeners.

3 COUNCI LWOVAN L OZADA:

4 Thank you for your testinony and
5 t hank you for the work you do,

6 especially in ny District. W

7 appreci ate you. Thank you so nuch.
8 Pl ease state your nane
9 for the record and begin wth your
10 testi nony.

11 M5. KOCH. Good

12 afternoon. M nane is Jessi Ray
13 Koch. Thank you, nenbers of

14 Counci |, for having us here today.
15 As | said, ny nane is Jessi Ray
16 Koch, and |I'm here on behal f of

17 Centenni al Par ksi de Conmunity

18 Devel opnent Corporation, a

19 resi dent-|ed organi zati on serving
20 t he East Parksi de nei ghbor hood of
21 Phi | adel phi a.
22 |"mhere today to
23 express ny strong support for Bil
24 No. 260423. For us, this bill is
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not theoretical. It is deeply
practical and urgently needed. At
the heart of our nei ghborhood is
North Star Park, which Ms. Cousar
spoke to just a nonent ago, a
community space that reflects
decades of residents' stewardshinp,
care and vision. It is nore than
just land. It is a gathering
pl ace, a source of pride and a
synbol of what is possible when
communities invest in thensel ves.
However, |ike many
communi ty spaces across
Phi | adel phia, the long-termfuture
of North Star Park depends on | and
control and ownership. Wthout
that, even the nost vibrant and
bel oved spaces remain vul nerabl e.
This is where Bill No. 260423
becones critical. By creating a
pathway for the city to exchange
property strategically, this

| egi sl ati on opens the door for
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communi ty- based organi zations |ike
ours to pursue |and acquisition in
ways that were previously difficult
or i npossi bl e.

It gives the city
flexibility to align public |and
Wi th public purpose, not just
t hrough sal e but through thoughtf ul
exchange that prioritizes |long-term
community benefit for North Star
Park. This could nean the
di fference between uncertainty and
permanence. It could allow us to
secure land that ensures the park
remains a protected, comunity-
centered space for generations to
cone. It also creates
opportunities to assenble, |and
nore effectively, support
nei ghbor hood scal e pl anni ng and
ensure that devel opnent reflects
t he needs and voi ces of residents.

Too often communities

| i ke East Parkside are left trying
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1 to piece together fragnented

2 parcels or conpete in systens that
3 are not designed with us in mnd.

4 This bill helps I evel the playing

5 field. It recognizes that land is
6 not just an asset, it is a tool for
7 equity, stability and self-

8 det erm nati on.

9 Bill No. 260423 gives

10 the city a smarter, nore flexible
11 approach to |l and disposition. It
12 all ows Phil adel phia to be proactive
13 I nstead of reactive and to partner
14 nore effectively wwth the very

15 communi ties working every day to

16 strengt hen their nei ghborhoods. W
17 see this bill as a step toward a

18 future where community spaces |ike
19 North Star Park are not just
20 preserved but secured, where
21 residents have a real stake in the
22 | and beneath their feet and where
23 public policy supports that vision.
24 | urge Gty Council to pass Bil
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No. 260423 and conti nue advanci ng
policies that nmake community

owner shi p and stewardship not the
exception, but the norm Thank you
for your tinme and consi deration.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Thank you for being with us this
af t er noon.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and begin wth your
t esti nony.

M5. WARING |I'm
El i zabeth Waring and | nmanage and a
steward of green gardens and green
spaces for Holly Street Garden,
which is in West Powelton and we've
been serving the comunity for 21
years. |It's been a journey with
the garden. It's four lots and it
has been a little conplicated, but
t hank goodness we are blessed to
have had three of the lots secured
i n the Nei ghborhood Garden Trust.

We have one lot that's
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1 pending and that ot with the

2 acquisition of a |land swap has been

3 goi ng on for about eight years. So

4 it started wwth the Council, Jannie

5 Bl ackwel | adm nistration. There

6 was that particular |ot was owned

7 by a devel oper who was very

8 di spl eased about not being able to

9 use the |l ot that he had obtai ned.

10 And |'m not sure how, but there was

11 sone issues wth the Land Bank and

12 It was agreed to when we net with

13 Paul ette Adans, who was a part of

14 Counci | wonman Bl ackwel | ' s

15 adm nistration, that there would be

16 a | and swap.

17 So neeting with that

18 owner at the tinme and his attorney

19 and Paul ette Adans, the |and swap

20 was supposed to happen, but it's

21 been ei ght years and haven't

22 happened yet. The gentleman sold

23 the property since he couldn't do

24 anything with it, but the new owner
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1 was okay with the | and swap. Wy

2 It hasn't happened, |'m not sure,

3 but we are really | ooking forward

4 to that.

5 And in the neantine, in

6 all these years we've been serving

7 the community, having neetings

8 there, events there, really

9 mai ntaining with the hel p of

10 di fferent organi zati ons,

11 vol unteers, neighbors. And right

12 now we are in the heart of our

13 growi ng season and harvesting. W

14 just harvested and gave away sone

15 veget abl es | ast weekend and

16 yesterday. So we are in support of

17 the bill. 1 really am and | ooking

18 forward to a settlenment with this

19 | and swap very soon. Thank you for

20 heari ng ne.

21 COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:

22 Thank you for your testinony and

23 t hank you for being here this

24 afternoon. Thank you. Pl ease
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state your nane for the record.
M5. SPAK: My nane is

Ryan Spak. |'mthe principal

partner at Spak G oup. W're a

real estate devel opnent conpany

based i n West Phil adel phia. But we

have hol di ngs across the city as
wel | as in Reading, Pennsylvania
and WI m ngton, Delaware. And |
have the pleasure of working with
Centennial CDC on North Star Park.
And | had commentary
that | was thinking about as it
relates to how i nportant this park
Is to the conmmunity. And now t hat

|'ve heard everyone el se's

testinony, |I'mgoing to scrap those

t houghts and cone froma different
perspective of smart real estate
devel opnent.

W, as Counci | menber
Gaut hi er had nentioned, are a city
of hodgepodge enpty parcels, many
of which the city owns. Wile the
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city owmns them the city doesn't
pay any real estate taxes. So we
are | osing out on tax revenue that
we nost desperately need. And this
di sposition policy gives us an
opportunity to do snmart

devel opnent. W have an entire

bl ock that, for a generation, has
been the epitone of what a
communi ty garden should be, and it
has grown into a playground that
now for a generation been
benefi ci al .

And the | and swap that
we had proposed for the two parcels
that are now zoned and permtted
and ready to be built tonorrow,

t hose parcels are in the m ddl e of
wor ki ng communi ti es and those enpty
| ands have not produced anyt hi ng,
whet her it's housing, affordable
housi ng or tax revenue or an
econom ¢ base of devel opnent,

because when noney is spent and is
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spent intelligently wthin our
communities, it creates jobs for
all of us.

I nstead of that
happeni ng, we have been conpletely
shut out for no reason. And the
reason that | believe in this
policy is because it is smart.
It's smart econom cs.
Gentrification has benefits to it,
but it only really works the best
way when the community controls
Itself and the best way to stave
off gentrification is to control
open space and have the community
do so. It can't do that if it has
to spend every dollar, it has to
buy a devel oper out. And this
di sposition policy has put
Centennial CDC in that position
where they will literally spend
every dollar they have instead of
trading | and that isn't producing

anything for us two devel opers who
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1 have the neans and net hodol ogy to

2 produce noder at e-i ncone housi ng.

3 So we have a good set of devel opers

4 willing to play ball.

5 We have a devel oper

6 vol unteering their tine to

7 negoti ate that deal, and we have

8 Centennial CDC who's ready to

9 steward this land into the future.

10 It is a perfect mx of econom cs

11 and good policy. And for the

12 adm nistration to change this

13 policy wthout public debate is

14 atrocious. And so, | support this

15 | egi sl ati on.

16 | hope it passes City

17 Council. | hope before the

18 | egi sl ati on passes, the Mayor and

19 this Adm nistration turn around and

20 changes this policy, because that

21 woul d speed this process up

22 I mrensely. And | hope nore

23 devel opers get in line with this

24 | dea that public space shoul d
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1 remai n public space, and that other

2 land that is in between houses

3 shoul d continue to be built for

4 noderate- and | owi ncone housi ng

5 t hrough this disposition policy.

6 So thank you for this legislation

7 and keep up the good work.

8 COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:

9 Thank you for your testinony this
10 afternoon. Not everybody thinks
11 |i ke you. Please state your nane
12 for the record and begin wth your
13 testi nony.

14 M5. GREENBERG  Good

15 afternoon. |'mJenny G eenberg,

16 and |I' m speaki ng today in ny

17 capacity as the Executive Director

18 of the Nei ghborhood Gardens Trust.

19 Good afternoon, Chairperson Lozada

20 and nenbers of the Public

21 Properties and Public Wrks

22 Commttee. Thank you for the

23 opportunity to speak in support of

24 Bill No. 260423, which would anend
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1 The Phi | adel phi a Code by

2 establishing a nethodol ogy for

3 property exchanges. This is an

4 I ssue that |'ve been speaking with

5 to Council since, | don't know,

6 2015 because it's been a need for a

7 | ong tine.

8 It's only gotten

9 greater. For decades, residents

10 and community organi zati ons across

11 Phi | adel phi a have transforned

12 vacant and abandoned lots into

13 gardens and green spaces that serve

14 as places of nourishnent,

15 connection and opportunity. And

16 because they care deeply about

17 their comunities, residents

18 t hrough their own tine, |abor and

19 resources have turned properties

20 once considered liabilities into

21 vi brant assets.

22 These gardens have been

23 shown to provide access to healthy

24 food, inprove public safety, nental
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1 health to mtigate extrene heat and
2 flooding and to foster community
3 connections. And yet despite their
4 proven val ue, nore than 200
5 community gardens and farns remain
6 vul ner abl e because the peopl e who
7 care for them do not have secure
8 | and tenure. NGI exists to address
9 this challenge, where a |land trust
10 dedi cated to acquiring and
11 permanent|y preserving gardens and
12 green spaces so they can continue
13 to serve the comunity for
14 generations to cone.
15 To date, we've preserved
16 63 gardens and are currently
17 wor king with 20 additi onal
18 threatened sites. And one of the
19 greatest chall enges to preservation
20 I s that many gardens span multiple
21 parcels wth different owners,
22 often a conbi nation of |and owned
23 by city | and-hol di ng agenci es and
24 privately owned, often tax
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1 del i nquent properties.
2 As devel opnment pressure
3 has i ncreased, devel opers have
4 I ncreasi ngly purchased tax
5 del i nquent parcels at sheriff's
6 sale or through heirs, sonetines
7 di srupting established gardens with
8 little warning. |In several cases
9 t hat we've been involved wth, |and
10 swaps have been the only viable
11 tool available to save bel oved
12 gar dens.
13 Bef ore the 2019
14 di sposition policy was adopted, NGI
15 successfully conpl eted | and swaps
16 at three gardens that enabled us to
17 acquire threatened parcels from
18 devel opers in exchange for
19 conpar abl e parcel s nearby that were
20 owned by Phil adel phi a | and- hol di ng
21 agencies. |In each instance, the
22 devel oper declined to sell the
23 garden parcel to NGI, even when we
24 offered fair market val ue.
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1 However, they were willing to

2 exchange the property for another

3 parcel through | and swaps at the

4 G- owi ng Hones Garden in the 1st

5 District, Enmerald Street Community

6 Farmin the 7th District, the South

7 Philly Peace Garden in the 2nd

8 District.

9 W were able to protect
10 t hose spaces and wi t hout the swaps,
11 whi ch were nmade possi bl e through
12 the strong support of their
13 respective District Council
14 representatives. The gardens would
15 have had buildings built right in
16 the mddle of them W're
17 currently working on a | and swap
18 with Elizabeth at the Holly Street
19 Garden and are getting nore
20 I nvolved with the preservation of
21 the North Star Park, which you
22 heard about today as well.

23 ["'mcertain there wll
24 be many nore urgent |and swaps
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needed as additional gardens are
acquired by devel opers. That's why
Bill No. 260423 is so inportant.
The bill provides a practical and
transparent nechanismfor future

| and swaps by allow ng the deed
restriction required for nom nal
fee transfers of city agency-owned
| and to be applied to the parcel,
ultimately preserved for green
space or affordabl e housing or

ot her comuni ty-servi ng purposes,
while all owi ng the exchanged city
agency-owned parcel that goes to

t he devel oper to be conveyed

wi thout that restriction. This
creates a workable solution that
protects a healthy m x of community
asset s.

This legislation is an
| nportant step forward in the
city's ongoing efforts to preserve
and strengt hen Phil adel phia's

networ k of community gardens and

888-893-3767

Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




Committee on Public Property and Public Wrks

51

© 00 N oo o A~ W N B

N N NN P B R R R R R R R R
W N P O © 0 N O O M W N B O

24

urban farns. It recognizes that
protecting green space, supporting
housi ng devel opnent, and advanci ng
nei ghborhood revitalization are not
conpeting goals. Wth thoughtfu
policy and continued col | aborati on,
we can create fair, transparent
pat hways t hat support all of these
community priorities. Thank you
for your consideration and | urge
you to support this bill.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you for your testinony.
Thank you for being with us. That
Is the |last person to testify on
this panel. Let ne begin by saying
thank you to all of you, right.

| said thank you to M ke
because | know hi m and the work
that I glesias Garden does in the
7th Council District. And I
under stand how i nportant |gl esias
Garden is in the comunity and what

It does to the community. |[|'ve
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1 said it many tinmes. M grandnom

2 was also a | and steward for many,

3 many years. | grew up in a green

4 space in the comunity. But nore

5 than it just being a green space,

6 It was al so a space that brought

7 peopl e together, right. It was a

8 safe space for comunity to cone

9 and kind of just get to know each
10 ot her and have their kids play in
11 the dirt and | earn about why

12 cultivating the |l and was so

13 | nportant and how cultivating the
14 | and ki nd of connected themin a

15 real neani ngful way, especially

16 t hose who were not Engli sh

17 proficient in that particul ar

18 nei ghborhood. And so, | recogni zed
19 the inportance of that. And | know
20 that story in that particul ar
21 nei ghborhood, and it is in the
22 nei ghborhood or in the district
23 that's gentrified in nmy community.
24 And so, ny question is
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1 for Mke. Can you share with those
2 who are here today how the work

3 that you' re doing at I|glesias

4 Garden has inpacted the comunity
5 and how the work that maybe ny

6 abuel a started on Berks Street,

7 right, has continued on Law ence,

8 because you guys are in that

9 situation, right.

10 You're in the m ddle of
11 your beautiful garden. There is
12 private parcels, right, that for
13 many years you all have been

14 fighting to get. And it's been a
15 chal | enge. So can you share so

16 that we can get on the record the
17 work that you all are doing there,
18 how it's inpacting the community
19 and how it brings people together?
20 MR, GONZALO MORAN:.  |' 1]
21 speak to the efforts and the
22 struggles. First, Iglesias Garden
23 has been around -- | nean, the
24 | and' s been there forever, right.
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1 The community has existed prior to
2 that. So in terns of the land in
3 t he sense serving a purpose, it

4 has. | nentioned the nane in ny

5 speech, in ny presentation. | had
6 nore to say about her, but | think
7 | got nyself together here. |

8 woul dn't have been able to do it

9 during that speech.

10 But Ms. Margarita

11 Molina, | want to put her nanme on
12 the record for the city, for the
13 worl d. The personal connection is
14 she was ny nother-in-law. MW wfe
15 Is sitting there and ny son, that
16 was his grandnother. But this

17 wonman was everything that we woul d
18 in a sense consider to be a

19 community elder, a |eader, if you
20 will. But she did it all from her
21 hone.
22 | watched this woman
23 take her limted or her fixed
24 i ncome and gather up all her
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1 pennies to buy a ot that was in

2 j eopardy behi nd her. She purchased
3 that. She wasn't a devel oper. She
4 wasn't connected to the city. She
5 purchased that. And | watched her
6 go back and forth to secure that

7 | and. She's no longer with us, but
8 that land is and she left that |and
9 to that little guy over there, ny
10 son.

11 Who knows what woul d

12 have happened there, right. |

13 nean, |'ve got an idea, right.

14 Plenty of devel opnent, it would

15 have been another, you know. [|I'm
16 in real estate too, by the way, so
17 "' m not agai nst devel opnent, right.
18 As the gentleman nentioned, |I'mall
19 for smart devel opnent, considerate
20 devel opnent, if you wll, right.
21 But we know that every
22 pi ece of |land that we don't secure
23 now i s going to be in jeopardy and
24 be taken fromthe comunity. Those
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are the efforts or sone of themfor
that matter. Now, for the success,
right, that garden growi ng up, |
wish | had a place like that. |
wish ny nomfelt safe enough to
just say, hey, go off to the
garden. | can do that now, but |
know how nuch work | had to put in
to be able to say that to ny son.

| like to think that --
as it was nentioned here before,
this shouldn't be conplicated.
This shouldn't be hard. This is
community. And again, if
Phi | adel phia considers itself the
city of neighborhoods, shouldn't we
be making every effort to protect
them right, to nurture those
nei ghbor hoods as opposed to making
theminto devel opnents or estates
or whatever they're being | abel ed
as. | think I'll stop there if |
answered the question.

COUNCI LWOVAN  LOZADA:
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Thank you.

MR, GONZALO MORAN:  And
yes, we have a bunch of community
prograns and activities. And yes,

we are serving the community in

that way. We're bringing everybody

t oget her.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you. Thank you for that
commrent .

Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVMAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

| too wanted to thank

all of you for testifying today,

telling us about the special spaces

t hat you' ve been stewarding. But
nore than that, thank you so nuch
for the work you all are providing,
such a community benefit, you know,
maki ng these spaces avail abl e for
activities and recreation and for

peopl e to connect, making our
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nei ghbor hoods greener and safer.
You are providing a benefit to the
city. So thank you. And |I'm gl ad
that you all are here supporting
this bill that we put forward, but
"' m al so di sappointed that we don't
have nore support fromthe
Adm ni stration in protecting these
val uabl e spaces that are so good
for our nei ghborhoods.

In the case of many of
t hese spaces, North Star Park, One
Art Community Center which used to
be a part of ny District and is now
a part of the 4th District, | can't
speak about the details or why it
happened. But it is ny know edge
that before | cane to office, sone
of these parcels were pushed to
sheriff's sale right fromunder the
community stewards' feet.

The comunity was
stewardi ng a space that they

t hought was theirs or was going to
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becone theirs and parcels were
allowed to go to sheriff sale and
sold to private devel opers. And
so, now the communities are in a
pl ace where these devel opers, they
want to, you know, benefit fromthe
|and that in their mnd they cane
about legally. And we've been
goi ng through the painstaking work
of doing as many swaps as we can on
t hese spaces to ensure that these
bel oved comunity assets are
protected. And it just seens |ike
it's been so nuch of a fight and it
shoul dn't be.

Wth respect to North
Star Park, We had conpleted two
| and swaps in order to secure this
space. And then when we went back
to do two nore swaps, | was told a
variety of things. One, the city
doesn't do | and swaps when we've
done several. Second, why is your

office the only one that asks for
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this, which is not true, right.
And then after repeated requests,
oh, the Mayor has nmade an executive
directive that we don't do this
anynore, a directive that we have
never seen. |'ve never received
that in actual witing. So to ne,
it shouldn't be this hard.

| hope she's okay with
me saying, but Ms. Callalily is in
her early 90s and she has been
wor ki ng for years to ensure that
the community has actual ownership
of this space. In addition to a
| ong and wonderful |egacy of work,
she shoul d not have to fight her
city to get that done. | had been
on the phone with Malika and her
| egal counsel, as devel opers were
In their comunity space surveying
and getting ready to build. W
shoul d not have to battle our own
city to protect spaces that are

keepi ng peopl e safe and naki ng
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communi ti es nore beautiful and
better places to be.

And so, we put forward

the legislation to fill this need.

But what | really want is nore

partnership on this because you all

are providing a benefit to the city

t hat shoul d be supported and

recogni zed. And thank you so nuch

for being here and for all that
you' ve done on these val uabl e
spaces in our neighborhoods.
COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you. The Chair recognizes

Counci | menber Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank

you so much, Madam Chair.

And | just want to

comrend ny col | eague Counci | nenber

Gauthier on this legislation. [It'
very inportant that we preserve

public spaces, and this type of

| egi sl ation can actually help with

t he devel opnent of housi ng and
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af f ordabl e housi ng, because there
are so many parcels of |and that
are connected to city-owned
properties that make good for

af f or dabl e housi ng projects,
Turnkey projects, other projects
where if we could just swap out a
couple of parcels, it just makes
much nore sense for that

devel opnent to happen. So this is

a positive thing for devel opnent in

the city as well. And it can add
to the nunber of units that we're
trying to create in the city as
wel | .

So | just want to thank
you for that. |If we just got to
|l ook at it froma different |ens,
mean this i ssue where, you know,
property owners have started to
exert their rights on vacant
properties and vacant parcels that
have been vacant for dozens and

dozens of years, it's only
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happeni ng because the vol unes are
ri sing because of gentrification.

We get these calls in ny
office all the tine. And one thing
| tell folks, | knowit's hard.

And ne being an attorney, | try to
speak to themin a | anguage that

t hey understand. But ultinmately,

I f you have been a steward of a

| and for over 21 years, file for
adverse possession, right, that's
what your claimis to get that
ownership, right, for your

comuni ty.

But if you don't have
that legislation like this
provides, City Council provides the
city with that tool that you need
to be able to be good stewards of
| and, to be able to keep sone
public ownership of |and because
we're not grow ng nore | and.

That's just not happening. But we

need policies in place like this
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that can help us as a city keep
| and in public ownership as nuch as
possi bl e.

So | just want to
commend you all for the work that
you're doing. W have a devel oper
here, M. Spak, who says |isten,
I"'mwilling to do this, we are
willing toroll our sleeves up and
work with the community to get this
done, right. And we just have to
give themthe tools necessary to do
it the right way to inprove our
community, to continue to see our
city to grow, because that's what
we need. It's about growth in
every capacity.

So thank you,
Counci | menber, for this
| egislation. |'m|looking forward
to supporting it. And | hope that
others can get behind this to
support this as well, because it's

a net positive for our city. I'm
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t hi nki ng of a parcel right now
where there's four city-owned
parcels, but in the mddle is two
privately-owned. That could be a
great tax credit project. But
because of the two privately-owned
| ots that are there and | have
city-owned |lots across the street,
we can swap those right out. Sane
nei ghbor hood, sane bl ock, sane
value. Swap it right out to
devel op sonething that will be
meani ngful to the community there
or preserve it as open space for

t he.

But sonething |ike that
there -- | nmean, devel opers are in
t he busi ness of neki ng noney,
right. That's a business. That's
their business, right. And so, as
l ong as it doesn't hurt their
bottom|ine, we should be able to
do things that wll encourage

devel opers to engage with the
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community on a positive level. So
again, | just thank you for this
| egi sl ati on.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQZADA:
Thank you. Thank you for being
Wth us today. It doesn't have to
be conplicated. This can be easy.
And we should do a better job at
recogni zing the work of |andlords
I n our community. |t is because of
them that our communities are
safer. It is because of themthat
we don't have the trash
accunul ati on and the public safety
| ssues that many comrunities have
when we don't see groups organi ze,
taki ng care of land that has | ust
been sitting for many, nmany years.
So we appreciate your work and we
| ook forward to continuing to
support you and the work that
you're doing in green spaces.
Thank you so nuch for being wth us

this afternoon.
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Ms. Lee, can you pl ease
call the nanes of the next panel.

THE CLERK: Lowanda
Hebert, Deputy Conmm ssioner of
Public Property and Public Wrks,
will be testifying on Bill No.
260528.

(Wtness approached
W tness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Good afternoon. Thank you for
being with us this afternoon.
Pl ease state your nanme for the
record and begin with your
testi nony.

M5. HEBERT: Lowanda
Hebert, Departnent of Public
Property, Real Estate Division
Deputy Conm ssioner. (Good
af t ernoon, Chairperson Lozada and

menbers of the Commttee on Public

Property and Public Wirks. M nane

I's Lowanda Hebert and | amthe

Deputy Conm ssioner of Public
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Property. | amhere today to
testify in support of Bill No.
260528, authorizing the

Phi | adel phia Authority for

| ndustrial Devel opnent to convey a
fee sinple title to all or a
portion of property known as 5501
Tacony Street for less than fair
mar ket val ue, under certain terns
and condi ti ons.

Due to the restricted
potential use of the property and
Frankford Arsenal's operational
requi rement for suppl enental
parking, PAID wll transfer the
parcel at a price below fair market
val ue. The Departnent of Public
Property supports this neasure and
accordingly, | respectfully ask
that Gty Council approve Bill No.
260528. Thank you and | will be
happy to answer any questions you
may have.

COUNCI LWOVAN  LOZADA:
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1 Thank you. Are there any questions
2 fromthe commttee?

3 (No response.)

4 COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:

5 There being none, wll the derk

6 pl ease call the nane of the panel

7 to testify on Bill No. 260529.

8 THE CLERK: Lowanda

9 Hebert, Deputy Conm ssioner of

10 Public Property and Public Wrks,
11 will be testifying on this bil

12 t oday, Madam Chair.

13 M5. HEBERT: (Good

14 af t ernoon, Chairperson Lozada and
15 menbers of the Commttee on Public
16 Property and Public Works. M nane
17 I s Lowanda Hebert and I amthe

18 Deputy Conm ssioner of Public

19 Property. |1'mhere today to
20 testify in support of Bill No.
21 260529, authori zing the
22 Comm ssi oner of Public Property, on
23 behal f of the Gty of Phil adel phi a,
24 to enter into a | ease agreenent,
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I ncl udi ng | ease anendnent for a
portion of the prem ses at 1341
Nort h Del aware Avenue for general
of fice adm ni strative use by the
city, all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

1341 North Del anare
Avenue houses the Police Departnent
Enpl oyee Assi st ance program and
citywmde Vice Units. The proposed
space has been carefully sel ected
to optimze departnental
operations. Upon passage of the
ordi nance, the termof the |ease
wi |l be converted to a ten-year
term The Departnent of Public
Property is responsi ble for
provi di ng space rentals for
departnment requirenents.

Al funding for the
| ease is provided in the fiscal
year budget for the Departnent of
Public Property. The Departnent of
Public Property supports this
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1 nmeasure. And accordingly, |

2 respectfully ask that Cty Council

3 approve Bill No. 260529. Thank you

4 and I'll be happy to answer any

5 gquestions you may have.

6 COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:

7 Thank you for your testinony.

8 Are there any questions

9 fromthe commttee?

10 (No response.)

11 COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:

12 There bei ng none, Ms. Lee, will you

13 pl ease call the panel here to

14 testify on Bill No. 260531.

15 THE CLERK: Lowanda

16 Hebert, Deputy Conmm ssioner of

17 Public Property and Public Wrks,

18 will be testifying on this bil

19 t oday, Madam Chair.

20 M5. HEBERT: Good

21 af t ernoon, Chairperson Lozada and

22 menbers of the Commttee on Public

23 Property and Public Wrks. M nane

24 I s Lowanda Hebert and I amthe
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1 Deputy Conm ssioner of Public

2 Property. | amhere today to

3 testify in support of Bill No.

4 260531, authorizing the

5 Commi ssi oner of Public Property, on

6 behal f of the Gty of Phil adel phi a,

7 to enter into a subl ease agreenent

8 wi th the Phil adel phia Mini ci pal

9 Aut hority for use by the city of a

10 portion of the prem ses |ocated at

11 701 Market Street.

12 The Departnent of

13 Behavi oral Health and Intell ectual

14 Disability Services occupies 26, 758

15 rent abl e square feet of office and

16 rel ated space on the fifth floor of

17 701 Market. The tenant shall

18 continue to use and occupy the

19 prem ses in the sane nmanner and

20 wi Il receive a tenant inprovenent

21 al | omance upon execution of a |ease

22 amendnent .

23 Upon passage of the

24 ordi nance, the termof |ease wll
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then be converted to a ten-year
term The Departnent of Public
Property is responsible for
provi di ng space rentals for
departnent requirenents. Al
funding for the | ease is provided
in the fiscal year budget for the
Departnent of Public Property. The
Depart nent of Public Property
supports this neasure. And
accordingly, | respectfully ask
that Gty Council approve Bill No.
260531. Thank you and I'Il1 be
happy to answer any questions you
may have.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you for your testinony.

Are there any questions
from nmenbers of the commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
There being none, wll the derk
pl ease call the next panel to

testify on this bill.
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1 THE CLERK: There are no
2 further witnesses, ma'am
3 COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
4 Heari ng none, we will now
5 transition into public comment.
6 WIIl the derk please
7 call any nenbers of the public
8 present to comrent on any of the
9 bills heard today.
10 THE CLERK: There are no
11 speakers on the public coment
12 list, Madam Chair.
13 COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
14 Thank you. This concludes the
15 hearing and we will now go into
16 public neeting. W wll convene
17 the public neeting to consider the
18 actions to be taken on the bills
19 before this commttee today.
20 WIIl the Cerk please
21 call the roll. Menbers in
22 at t endance, pl ease acknow edge t hat
23 you' re present when your nane is
24 cal | ed.
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179



Committee on Public Property and Public Wrks

75

© 00 N oo o A~ W N B

N N NN P B R R R R R R R R
W N P O © 0 N O O M W N B O

24

THE CLERK: Chair

Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Present .

THE CLERK: Vice-Chair.
Squi | 1 a.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Present .

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Present .

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber. Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Present .

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber. Young.

COUNCI LMAN  YOUNG
Present.

COUNCI LWOVAN  LOZADA:
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1 Thank you. | will note for the

2 record that a quorumof this

3 commttee i s present.

4 The Chair recognizes

5 Counci | menber Driscoll for a notion

6 on Bill No. 260423.

7 COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:

8 Thank you, Madam Chair.

9 | offer an anmendnent to

10 Bill No. 260423. A copy of the

11 amendnent has been circulated to

12 all menbers of the commttee. |

13 nove that the anmendnent to Bill No.

14 260423 be approved.

15 (Duly seconded.)

16 COUNCI LWOVAN LQZADA:

17 The Chair notes for the record that

18 Counci | menber Harrity seconds the

19 notion. It has been noved and

20 properly seconded that the

21 amendnent to Bill No. 260423 be

22 approved.

23 Al those in favor of

24 the nmotion will signify by saying
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aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN L OZADA:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN L OZADA:
The anmendnent to Bill No. 260423
has been approved.

The Chair recogni zes

Counci | renber Driscoll for a notion

on Bill No. 260423 as anended.
COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Thank you, Madam Chair.
| nove that Bill No.

260423 as anended be reported from

this conmmttee with a favorable
reconmendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be

suspended to permt first reading

of this bill at the next session of

Counci | .
(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOMAN LOZADA: It

has been noved and properly
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seconded that Bill No. 260423 as
anmended be reported fromthis
committee with a favorable
recomrendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading
of this bill at the next session of
Counci | .

Al'l those in favor of
this notion signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
The ayes have it and the notion
carries. Bill No. 260423 as
anended will be reported fromthis
commttee with a favorable
recomendation with a request that
the rules of Council be suspended
to permt first reading at the next
sessi on of Council.

The Chair recognizes
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Counci | menber Driscoll for a notion
on Bill No. 260382, 260528, 260529
and 260531.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

| nove that Bill Nos.
260382, 260528, 260529 and 260531
be reported fromthis conmttee
with a favorable recommendati on and
further nove that the rul es of
Counci| be suspended to permt
first reading of this bill at our
next Council session.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVMAN LOZADA: It
has been noved and properly
seconded that Bill Nos. 260382,
260528, 260529 and 260531 be
reported fromthis commttee with a
favor abl e recomendati on and
further nove that the rul es of
Counci | be suspended to perm't
first reading of these bills at the

next session of Council.
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Al'l those in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
The ayes have it and the notion
carries.

There being no further
questions from nmenbers of this
conmittee or witnesses to testify,
this concl udes the business before
the Commttee on Public Wrks and
Public Property today. Thank you
all very nuch. Have a great
af t er noon.

Conm ttee on Public
Property and Public Wrks concl uded
at 4:48 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

|, hereby certify that the proceedi ngs
and evidence noted are contained fully and
accurately in the stenographic notes taken
by me in the foregoing matter, and that

this is a correct transcript of the sane.

© 0O N oo o o W N PP

[EEY
o

2 TANEHA CARRCLL
13 Court Reporter - Notary Public
14
15
16
17
18
(The foregoing certification of this
+ transcript does not apply to any
20 reproducti on of the sane by any neans,
o unl ess under the direct control and/or
22 supervi sion of the certifying reporter.)
23
24
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