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COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON: Good norni ng. Good
norning. | now note that the hour
has cone to begin today's hearing.

Clerk, wll you please
call the roll to take attendance.
Menbers who are in attendance w ||
pl ease indicate that you are
present when your nane is call ed.

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:
Present.

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Ahnmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Present .

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL.:
Present.

THE CLERK:

Counci | renber Thomas.
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1 (No response.)

2 THE CLERK: Vice-Chair
3 Bass.

4 COUNCI LWOMAN BASS:

5 Present .

6 THE CLERK: Chair

7 G | nore Ri chardson.

8 COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE

9 RI CHARDSON: | am present. Thank
10 you. A quorumof the commttee is
11 present and this hearing is now
12 called to order. This is the

13 public hearing of the Conmttee on
14 Fi nance regarding Bill Nos. 260564,
15 260510, 260509, 260527, 260508,

16 260513, 260507, 260511, 260512,

17 260299 and 260521. And for the

18 record, Bill No. 250915 is being
19 held and will not be heard in

20 today's committee hearing.

21 And | wanted to nake a
22 very quick statenment about Bill No.
23 250519. And let ne just triple-

24 check the bill nunber. Bill No.
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1 250519 was introduced by

2 Counci | menber Thomas. It was

3 listed for this hearing. That

4 | egi sl ati on would partially exenpt

5 sonme child care businesses fromthe

6 Busi ness I ncone and Recei pt Tax we

7 all know as BI RT.

8 | wanted to ensure that

9 we addressed sone of the confusion

10 that was noted by our Chief derk

11 this norning prior to our commttee

12 hearing in the Committee of the

13 Whol e regarding Bill No. 251026,

14 whi ch was introduced by

15 Counci | menber Driscoll. That bill

16 would create exenptions to the BIRT

17 tax, and that bill was not |isted

18 for a hearing today.

19 However, over the

20 summer, Council nmenber Driscoll and

21 Counci | menber Thomas have comm tted

22 to work on the legislation to sort

23 of conbine both bills to nake the

24 best bill so that we can hear that
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1 | egi sl ation potentially in the

2 fall. And so, I"'mcommtted to

3 working with both Council nenber

4  Thomas and al so Counci | nenber

5 Driscoll on their BIRT | egislation.
6 They have commtted to
7 continuing to do this work

8 together, and |I'm excited about the
9 work that they will do that wll

10 positively inpact our snall

11 busi ness comunity here in the city
12 of Philadelphia. So | wanted to
13 state that for the record just in
14 case anyone was here to provide

15 public testinony regarding either
16 Bill No. 250519 or Bill No. 251026
17 Ckay. Thank you very, very nuch.
18 Clerk, wll you please
19 read the titles of the bills.
20 THE CLERK: Bill No.
21 260564, an ordi nance authori zi ng
22 encroachnments in the nature of a
23 sidewalk cafe in the vicinity of

24 2351 South Front Street, under
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1 certain terns and conditions.

2 Bill No. 260510, an

3 ordi nance authorizing the Gty

4  Treasurer, on behalf of the Cty,

5 to enter into a provider agreenent
6 wth Ctizens Bank Nati onal

7 Association for provision of

8 payrol | banking services to the

9 Cty, under certain terns and

10 conditions.

11 Bill No. 260509, an

12 ordi nance aut hori zing the

13 Comm ssi oner of Public Property of
14 The City of Philadel phia, on behalf
15 of The City of Philadel phia and in
16 cooperation wth The Phil adel phi a
17 Muni ci pal Authority, to undertake a
18 Project to pronote the health,

19 safety and welfare of the residents
20 of The Gty of Phil adel phi a;
21 aut hori zing and approving (i) a
22 proj ect including the refunding of
23 bonds issued to refinance the New

24 Youth Center Facility, (ii) one or

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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nore anendnents to an existing

G ound Lease, as previously
anended, between The Gty of

Phi | adel phi a and The Phi |l adel phi a
Muni ci pal Authority, (iii) one or
nore anmendnents to an existing
Prime Lease, as previously anended,
bet ween The City of Phil adel phia
and The Phil adel phia Mini ci pal

Aut hority and the assi gnnent of
such anendnents to a trustee and
(iv) the obligation of The City of
Phi | adel phia to pay rent under the
Prime Lease, as anended, when due;
approvi ng the issuance by The

Phi | adel phi a Muni ci pal Authority of
bonds, in one or nore series, from
tinme to time, to pay the costs of
such project; authorizing certain
officers of The City of

Phi | adel phia to enter into such

| ease amendnents and to take such
ot her actions as may be necessary

or appropriate to acconplish the
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1 I ntent and purpose of this

2 Ordi nance; agreeing to be bound by
3 each and every provision, covenant
4 and agreenent set forth in the

5 G ound Lease and Prinme Lease, each
6 as anended; covenanting that The

7 City of Philadel phia wll make

8 necessary appropriations in each of
9 The Gty of Philadel phia s fiscal
10 years to provide for, and nake,

11 rental paynents when due under the
12 Prime Lease, as anended; all under
13 certain terns and conditions.

14 Bill No. 260527, an

15 ordi nance aut hori zi ng and approvi ng
16 t he execution and delivery of a

17 Service Agreenent between The Gty
18 of Phil adel phia and The

19 Phi | adel phia Muni ci pal Authority
20 relating to the financing of the
21 acqui sition of 400 North Broad
22 Street and 1501 Callowhill Street
23 (together with certain ancillary

24 property rights), which prem ses

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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1 the Gty has sub-|eased for use as
2 the City's police headquarters and
3 certain other uses; approving the

4 | ssuance by the Authority of bonds,
5 notes or other evidences of

6 I ndebt edness (i ncl udi ng

7 rei mbur senent obligations rel ated

8 to lines or letters of credit) in

9 one or nore series to finance or

10 refi nance such acquisition costs

11 and aut hori zing and approving the
12 obligation of The Gty of

13 Phi |l adel phia to pay in full when

14 due the Service Fee and ot her

15 anounts payabl e under the Service
16 Agreenent; authorizing certain Cty
17 officers to take certain actions

18 required to i ssue such bonds, notes
19 or other evidences of indebtedness;
20 covenanting that The Gty of
21 Phi | adel phia w |l nmake necessary
22 appropriations in each of the
23 City's fiscal years to provide for,
24 and w Il nmake tinely paynents of,
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1 the Service Fee and ot her anounts

2 due under the Service Agreenent;

3 and authorizing and approving the

4 Director of Finance of the Gty and
5 other City officials to take other
6 necessary or appropriate actions to
7 ef fectuate the purposes of this

8 ordi nance; all under certain terns
9 and condi tions.

10 Bill No. 260508, an

11 ordi nance authorizing an increase
12 I n the non-el ectoral indebtedness
13 of the Gty wthin the Pennsyl vani a
14 constitutional limt; authorizing
15 the Bond Commttee to sell bonds at
16 public or private negotiated sale,
17 to provide funds toward vari ous

18 capi tal nunicipal purposes;

19 providing for appropriations to the
20 Si nki ng Fund Conm ssion for the
21 paynent of such bonds; and
22 aut hori zing agreenents to provide
23 credit or paynent or liquidity
24 sources for the bonds in connection

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179




Conmi ttee on Fi nance

11

1 wth issuance of the bonds, and

2 certain other actions.

3 Bill No. 260513, an

4 ordi nance authori zing the Director
5 of Pl anning and Devel opnent, on

6 behal f of the Cty, to file

7 applications with the United States
8 Depart nent of Housing and Urban

9 Devel opnent for a Community

10 Devel opnent Block Grant; to file

11 applications to participate in the
12 HOMVE | nvest nent Partnership program
13 and the Energency Sol utions G ant
14 program to apply for a Housing

15 Qpportunities for Persons wth AlDS
16 grant; to file applications with

17 t he Commonwealth to obtain grants
18 under the Act of April 12, 1956,

19 P.L. 1449, Section 4, as anended,
20 to prevent and elimnate blight;
21 aut hori zing the D rector of
22 Pl anni ng and Devel opnent and the
23 Director of Commerce to file
24 applications to obtain other grants
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1 fromthe Commonweal t h; authori zing
2 the Director of Comrerce to use the
3 Section 108 Loan CGuarantee Program
4 and authorizing the Director of
5 Pl anni ng and Devel opnent and the
6 Director of Comrerce to enter into
7 al | understandi ngs and assurances
8 contained in such applications and
9 take all necessary action to accept
10 the grants; all under certain terns
11 and condi ti ons.
12 Bill No. 260507, an
13 ordi nance anendi ng Chapter 19-1200
14 of The Phil adel phia Code, entitled
15 "Parking Tax," to anend the
16 definition of parking facility to
17 exclude bus loading facilities from
18 | nposition of the parking tax,
19 under certain ternms and conditions.
20 Bill No. 260511, an
21 ordi nance approvi ng the Fiscal Year
22 2027 Capital Budget, providing for
23 expenditures for the capital
24 pur poses of the Phil adel phia Gas
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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1 Wor ks, including the supplying of
2 funds in connection therewth, and
3 acknow edgi ng recei pt of the

4 Revi sed Forecast of the Capital

5 Budgets for Fiscal Years 2028

6 t hrough 2023 or 2032, all under

7 certain terns and conditions.

8 Bill No. 260512, an

9 or di nance approvi ng the anendnent
10 of the Fiscal Year 2026 Capital

11 Budget providi ng for expenditures
12 for the capital purposes of the

13 Phi | adel phia Gas Works (including
14 the supplying of funds in

15 connection therewth) subject to
16 certain constraints and conditions
17 and acknow edgi ng the receipt of
18 t he Revised Forecast of Capital

19 Budgets for Fiscal Years 2027
20 t hrough 2031, as anended.
21 Bill No. 260299, an
22 ordi nance anendi ng Section 9-803 of
23 t he Phil adel phia Code, entitled
24 “Fai r Housi ng Conm ssion,” and
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Section 20-304 of The Phil adel phi a
Code, entitled “Conpensation for
Menbers of Boards, Conmm ssions,
Comm ttees and Councils," to anend
t he conpensation paid to nenbers of
the Fair Housi ng Conm ssion and
del et e superfluous provisions, all
under certain ternms and conditions.

And finally Bill No.
260521, an ordi nance anending Title
22 of The Phil adel phi a Code,
entitled "Public Enpl oyees
Retirenment Code, by nodifying the
ci rcunst ances when certain Gty of
Phi | adel phi a enpl oyees are entitled
to service-connected death
benefits, all under certain terns
and conditions.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
very, very nuch.

W will now call the
first panel here to testify on Bil

No. 260564.
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1 THE CLERK: WII Noelle

2 Marconi, Director of Legislative

3 Affairs for the Departnent of

4 Streets, nmake their way to the

5 podi um

6 (Wtness approached

7 wtness table.)

8 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

9 RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you

10 so nmuch for being here again.

11 Wl cone hone. Please state your

12 name for the record and proceed

13  wth your testinony.

14 M5. MARCONI: Good

15 nor ni ng, Chairperson G| nore

16 Ri chardson and nmenbers of the

17 Fi nance Commttee. M nane is

18 Noel | e Marconi, and I'mthe

19 Director of Legislative Affairs for

20 the Departnent of Streets. |I'm

21 here today to offer testinony on

22 Bill No. 260564, introduced by

23 Counci | menber Squil | a.

24 This bill authorizes
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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1 2351 Ant hony Real Estate LLC, the

2 owner, to install, own, and

3 mai ntai n encroachnents in the

4 nature of a sidewal k cafe at Wlt's

5 Restaurant, |ocated at 2351 South

6 Front Street. A total of seven

7 tabl es and 28 seats for a sidewal k

8 cafe will be | ocated al ong the

9 north sidewal k of Ritter Street,

10 al ong the property line of 2351

11 South Front Street, and the east

12 si dewal k of South Front Street

13 al ong the property line of 2351

14 South Front Street, six tables and

15 24 seats wll be | ocated adjacent

16 to the property line of 2351 South

17 Front Street, and one table and

18 four seats will be | ocated adjacent

19 to the property line of 2351 South

20 Front, the Departnment of Streets is

21 not opposed to this proposed

22 sidewal k cafe as it will naintain

23 seven feet six inches of clear

24 unobstructed footway on both Ritter
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179




17
Conmi ttee on Fi nance

1 Street and South Front Street,

2 maki ng neeting the conplete streets

3 policy. This concludes ny

4 testinony and |'m pl eased to answer

5 any questions.

6 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

7 RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you

8 very nmuch for your testinony.

9 Are there any questions
10 or comrents fromthe nenbers of the
11 committee for this w tness?

12 (No response.)

13 COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE

14 RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Seeing none, we
15 t hank you very nuch for being here
16 t oday.

17 There being no

18 addi tional panels for Bill No.

19 260564, we will please call any

20 names that we have for public

21 comment for Bill No. 260564.

22 (No response.)

23 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

24 RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Seeing

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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1 none, we wll now proceed with our

2 next bill.

3 Clerk, wll you please

4 call the first panel we have to

5 testify on Bill No. 260510.

6 THE CLERK: We have

7 Jacqueline Dunn, the Gty

8 Treasurer, and Shakina d ark,

9 Deputy Gty Treasurer of Banking.
10 (Wtnesses approached
11 W tness table.)

12 COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE

13 RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
14 very nmuch for being here. As you

15 approach the witness table, please
16 state your nane for the record and
17 proceed with your testinony.

18 Cl TY TREASURER DUNN:

19 Good norning, Chair Gl nore

20 Ri chardson and nenbers of the

21 Comm ttee on Finance. |'m Jackie

22 Dunn, City Treasurer, and with ne

23 this norning is Shakina d ark,

24 Deputy Gty Treasurer for Banking.

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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1 |"mhere to testify in favor of

2 Bill No. 260510.

3 This bill would provide
4 aut horization to the Gty

5 Treasurer's office, on behalf of

6 the city, to enter into an

7 agreenent with Ctizens Bank for

8 provi si on of payroll banking

9 services fromthe period July 1,

10 2026 to June 30, 2027, under

11 certain terns and conditions. This
12 woul d be the first amendnent of the
13 current contract.

14 For background, in June
15 2006 the city enacted | egislation
16 that required the Treasurer's

17 Ofice to inplenent a request for a
18 proposal process, seeking proposals
19 fromqualified institutions to

20 provi de banki ng services for

21 accounts related to payroll

22 di sbursenents that include paynents
23 to enpl oyees, payroll deductions,

24 and payroll taxes. This

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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1 | egi sl ation also required that no

2 contract anmendnent with a proposed
3 reci pi ent of payroll banking

4 services be executed until it has

5 been approved by Cty Council wth
6 an ordi nance.

7 In 2024, the Treasurer's
8 O fice issued a banking services

9 RFP, which resulted in Ctizens

10 Bank ranking as the nost qualified
11 institution. G tizens Bank served
12 as the city's payroll depository

13 since 2017 when Cty Counci l

14  approved the initial contract and
15 was again recomrended in 2021

16 t hr ough anot her RFP process and

17 subsequent |y approved by Gty

18 Counci | .

19 O the applicants for

20 this nost recent RFP, G tizens Bank
21 had t he nost conpetitive fee

22 proposal , provides superior service
23 for the critical function of

24 enpl oyee payroll and has an

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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1 ext ensi ve branch network through
2 the city, maintains an outstandi ng
3 Communi ty Rei nvestnent Act rating
4 or CRArating and reqgularly
5 partners with the city on | ocal
6 priorities.
7 The Adm nistration
8 respectfully recommends adoption of
9 this ordi nance and requests that
10 the conmmttee recomends the rul es
11 of Council be suspended so as to
12 permt first reading of the bill at
13 t he next session of Council. Thank
14 you for your consideration and the
15 opportunity to testify. |'m happy
16 to answer any questi ons.
17 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
18 RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
19 very nuch for being here.
20 WIIl you be presenting
21 testinony today as well or are you
22 here for questions?
23 M5. CLARK: |'m here for
24 guesti ons.

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179




22
Conmi ttee on Fi nance

1 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
2 RI CHARDSON: | figured. Okay.
3 Thank you. W appreciate both of
4 you very much and thank you to our
5 City Treasurer Jacqueline Dunn and
6 to Shakina Cark, who's our Deputy
7 City Treasurer for Banking for the
8 city. | wanted to first notate for
9 the record we always do a
10 pre-neeting before we have this
11 hearing, and | have reviewed the
12 community investnent reporting for
13 Ctizens Bank, continue to track
14 the nunbers for residential
15 nortgages relative to census tract,
16 which is howthey are able to track
17 the data, but particularly in our
18 maj ority-mnority census tracts,
19 but also reviewing the low, md and
20 hi gh residential nortgage offerings
21 as well as the HELOCs, which we
22 know even fromthe last tine and
23 the refinanci ng has decreased, and

24 also all the comunity invol venent,

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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1 I ncl udi ng the invol venent with the
2 Enterprise Center, with LI SC and a
3 nunmber of our community
4 organi zati ons that are hel pi ng
5 smal | busi nesses who need
6 addi tional assistance with | oan
7 of ferings, particularly during this
8 sort of difficult econom c period.
9 And so, | wanted to just
10 state that for the record that I
11 have reviewed that information,
12 that | continue to be in discussion
13 wth the city Treasurer's Ofice
14 relative to, in specific, ny
15 expectations around how we are
16 interfacing wwth the community and
17 ensuring that we are providing
18 necessary financial literacy,
19 educati on and support not only for
20 t he Phil adel phia community but al so
21 for those who are seeking
22 honmeownership in every corner of
23 this city. And | just wanted to
24 state that for the record.
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1 The Chair now recogni zes
2 Counci | menber Jones.

3 COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
4  you, Madam Chair.

5 So | go back to the days
6 when city enpl oyees were issued

7 physi cal checks and the long |ines
8 on Fridays and Thursdays in order

9 to get your check cashed. W have
10 gone to a direct deposit system

11 What has that neant by way of

12 profitability, by way of interest
13 overni ght that you now get as

14  opposed to back in the day when we
15 had physical checks?

16 Are there any statistics
17 on it? | would imgine it has nmade
18 it nore profitable for G tizens

19 Bank.
20 CI TY TREASURER DUNN:
21 Sure. Thank you, Council nmenber.
22 You're correct that there have been
23 a significant shift over tine away

24  from physical paper checks to

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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1 di rect deposit and even products
2 | i ke pay cards, so otherw se
3 el ectronic transfers of funds.
4 Currently of the 27,000
5 approximately city enpl oyees, 96%
6 are on direct deposit, 3% are on
7 pay card. And so, that renaining
8 1%is still paper check-based.
9 So the good news for
10 enpl oyees is that they have
11 | mredi ate access to their funds
12 once payroll is rel eased and
13 | nproved. And for our office and
14 for Shakina's teamthat processes
15 payroll, it really allows us to
16 focus on other things because
17 printing paper checks is very
18 | abor-intensive. Unfortunately,
19 check fraud is quite comobn anong
20 financial fraud cases. And so, it
21 hel ps al so protect our enpl oyees
22 and recipients of checks if we can
23 get themonto an el ectroni c neans
24 of paynent.
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1 COUNCI LMAN JONES: Wio
2 receives -- based on a direct

3 deposit nethod, do we get the

4 benefit of those overnight

5 interests or is it washed based on
6 they nmake a direct deposit? [|I'm

7 just curious.

8 Cl TY TREASURER DUNN:

9 Yeah, we've certainly had internal
10 savi ngs because it allows our

11 enpl oyees to focus on ot her banking
12 and treasury supports versus

13 managi ng a |l arger inventory of

14 paper checks, and al so our partners
15 I n other departnents that have to
16 hel p print the checks so the

17 Technol ogy O fice, for exanple.

18 Payroll is unique

19 because the funds, as you

20 mentioned, go into the funding

21 account and then imredi ately go out
22 to the end recipient, in this case,
23 our enpl oyees. And so, we've

24 hi storically not received nuch
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1 I nterest or nuch earnings credit on

2 t he payroll accounts versus ot her

3 accounts. So there hasn't really

4 been a detrinental inpact to the

5 city in that way. But | think the

6 big benefit to us is the ability to

7 focus our staff, time and resources

8 on ot her banki ng services.

9 COUNCI LMAN JONES: And a
10 | ot of trees don't die because of
11 t he paper.

12 Cl TY TREASURER DUNN:

13 ' msorry.

14 COUNCI LMAN JONES: A lot

15 of trees don't die because of the

16 paper.

17 Cl TY TREASURER DUNN:

18 Yes.

19 COUNCI LMAN JONES: Al

20 right. Thank you, Madam Chair.

21 COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE

22 RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you

23 very nuch, Council nmenber Jones.

24 The Chair notates for
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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the record the presence of
Counci | menber M ke Driscoll and

al so our Council President Kenyatta
Johnson.

The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | menber Dr. N na Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

Good norning. Quick
question. In your RFP process, was
there sone requirenent to show how
t hese banks treat small businesses
who are comng in to open accounts?
This is anecdotal from constituents
about not getting treated very well
by bi g banks and havi ng problens in
getting services. So | just
wondered if that was part of your
RFP process and how are you keepi ng
an eye on that, in addition to what
nmy Chair said around nmaking sure
getting stats on how they're
I nvesting in the community?

Cl TY TREASURER DUNN:

888-893-3767
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1 Sure. The payroll banking services

2 RFP is specific to payroll so the

3 internal city needs and processes,

4 but our office does, as you're

5 i kely aware, performthe annual

6 | endi ng disparity study. And so,

7 we |ook at small business

8 applications and originations for

9 t hose products on a couple

10 different factors. So that is the

11 way that Shakina and | keep track

12 of how our depositories are doing,

13 not just Citizens Bank, but all of

14 the banks that are authorized to do

15 busi ness with the city.

16 Citizens perfornms quite

17 well on that, but especially on the

18 honme | ending side. | know J.P.

19 Morgan and Bank of America, two

20 ot her depositories on the

21 authorized list, in the |ast year

22 of federal data that was rel eased

23 were quite strong anong our

24 depositories in that service area.
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1 COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMVAD:

2 Thank you for that. |Is there a

3 conponent for public engagenent in

4 this process to actually hear

5 directly fromour small businesses

6 to kind of line up wwth the data

7 you're seeing? | just wondered

8 because it seens |ike sonebody has

9 to call sonebody to get attention.

10 And | just wonder how we capture

11 that so that that is part of this

12 process.

13 Cl TY TREASURER DUNN:

14 Sure. | think that's probably a

15 better fit under the annual | ending

16 study process because we're | ooking

17 at federal data across a broad

18 swat h, not just the banks that

19 apply for payroll depository

20 services, which is a nore limted

21 pool, but we are always open to

22 refining, you know, what that

23 annual | endi ng study exam nes,

24 especially as there are trends in
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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the marketplace with interest rates
or, for exanple, during the acute
COVI D period when payr ol

protection | oan products were the
predom nant product that banks and
other institutions were offering,
and they were pulling away from
other areas. W wanted to retool
our exam nation so we were focusing
on what was relevant. And so, |
think we're happy to talk with you
on that.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you so nuch.

Thank you, Madam Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
so nuch, Council menber Ahmad.

Are there any further
questions for these wtnesses and
for this panel? The Chair notates
for the record the presence of
Counci | menber Jay Young. Thank you

very nmuch, Counci | nenber Young.

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
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1 Any additional questions
2 for this panel?

3 (No response.)

4 COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE

5 RI CHARDSON: Seei ng none, we thank
6 you all so nmuch for being here and
7 t hank you for your testinony.

8 | s there anyone el se

9 here present to testify whose nane
10 has not been call ed?

11 (No response.)

12 COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE

13 RI CHARDSON: Ckay. There being no
14  further panel for Bill No. 260510,
15 we wll now take public coment on
16 Bill No. 260510.

17 Clerk, wll you please
18 call the first set of nanmes you

19 have for public comment, if any.
20 THE CLERK: M tch
21 Channi n.
22 COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
23 RI CHARDSON: Thank you so much for

24 bei ng here. Please state your nane

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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for the record and proceed with
your testinony. W're on 260510.
This is the banking depository
bill. Mtch, I think you usually
cone to testify on the PGWhills.
Are you giving public comment on
t he bank depository bills?

MR CHANNI N:  Yeah.

COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Excel l ent. Okay.
Pl ease state your nanme for the
record and proceed with your
testi nony.

MR. CHANNIN. | signed
up for two bills so --

COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Recei ved. Ckay.

MR. CHANNIN:  Thanks for
the opportunity to testify. [I'Il
be really brief. | just wanted to
make Counci |l nenbers and ot hers
present aware that there is a
nati onal boycott of C tizens Bank

organi zed by Indivisible and a

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
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1 nunber of other organizations

2 because of their financing of GEO
3 G oup and other for-profit

4 conpani es that are providing these
5 notorious | CE detention facilities
6 | i ke the one in New Jersey, where
7 there's currently a hunger strike.
8 COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE

9 RI CHARDSON: Oh, wow. Well, thank
10 you very nuch for bringing that

11 i nformation to our attention. This
12 is nmy first time hearing that, but
13 we appreciate you being here to

14 provide that information.

15 MR. CHANNIN: | can

16 share nore later if you' d |like nme
17 to email you.

18 COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE

19 RI CHARDSON: That woul d be great.
20 Ckay.

21 MR. CHANNI N:  Thanks a
22 | ot .

23 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

24 RI CHARDSON: Thank you, M tch.
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Thank you very nuch for com ng in.

| s there anyone el se
here whose nane has not been call ed
to testify on Bill No. 2605107

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: (Ckay. Seeing none and
there being no further w tnesses or
panels for the bill, derk, wll
you please call the first panel we
have to testify on Bill Nos. 260509
and 2605277

THE CLERK: Jacqueli ne
Dunn, City Treasurer; and Matthew
Bowman, Deputy City Treasurer for
Debt .

(Wtnesses approached
W tness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
so nuch. Please state your nane
for the record and proceed with
your testinony.

Cl TY TREASURER DUNN:
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Good nor ni ng, Jacquel i ne Dunn
again, City Treasurer. Good
norni ng, Chair and nenbers of the
Comm ttee on Finance. |1'm Jackie
Dunn, City Treasurer. And with ne
this norning is Matt Bowman, the
Deputy City Treasurer for Debt
Managenent. |'mhere to testify in
favor of Bill Nos. 260527 and
260509.

Bill 260527 woul d
authorize the City and the
Phi | adel phi a Muni ci pal Authority,
or PMA, to issue bonds to exercise
Its one-tinme purchase option on the
pol i ce headquarters building at 400
North Broad Street and the
acconpanyi ng garage at 1501 Cal | ow
H Il Street. The city has been
subl easing the property since |late
Decenber 2019. This purchase
option was built into the subl ease
I n Decenber 2017.

The subl ease provides a

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
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1 formula to derive the purchase

2 price for the prem ses, which

3 conpares the outstanding debt to

4 the appraised value with the city
5 payi ng the greater of the two. The
6 city is presently conducting the

7 due diligence related to the

8 apprai sed value. This bil

9 authorizes up to 225 million in

10 bonds to be issued for the

11 purchase, plus related cost of

12 | ssuance, credit enhancenent and
13 di scount.

14 The bonds woul d be

15 secured by the city's obligation
16 under the service agreenent to

17 budget and appropri ate annual

18 anpunts necessary to pay the

19 service fee, which would be
20 sufficient to pay the debt service
21 on the outstandi ng bonds. Bil
22 260509 woul d provide authori zation
23 for the City and PVMA to refund
24 previously issued bonds for
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1 savi ngs.

2 The city has 56.4

3 mllion in PVA Series 2017 bonds

4 out st andi ng, whi ch can be refunded

5 to reduce overall debt service

6 costs, or funding would be pursued

7 consistent with the city's debt

8 managenent policy as a part of this

9 transaction. The Adm nistration

10 respectfully recommends adoption of

11 t hese ordi nances and requests that

12 the commttee recomends that the

13 rules of Council be suspended so as

14 to permt first reading of the

15 bills at the next session of

16 Council. Thank you for your

17 consi deration and the opportunity

18 to testify. | am happy to answer

19 any questions that you may have.

20 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

21 RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you

22 very nmuch for being here today.

23 Thank you for your testinony on

24  Bill Nos. 260509 and 260527. |'m
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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sure Matthew, you're here, our
Deputy City Treasurer for debt is
here for questions if necessary,
but thank you both.

Are there any questions
fromthe commttee for these
W t nesses?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. 1'd like to now
recogni ze the District
Counci | menber for the properties
notated in the bill. Council man
Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  Thank
you, Madam Chair.

Good norning and t hank
you for your testinony. Can you
tell us what type of bond this wl|
be? What's the source of repaynent
for this bond?

CI TY TREASURER DUNN:
Sure. Approved by Cty Council,

this woul d be equivalent to the

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
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1 city's GO tax-backed bonds to be

2 | ssued t hrough our service

3 agreenent structure and then the

4  debt service, which is estimated to
5 be about $15.1 million annually,

6 would be paid through the d ass 200
7 structure through the sinking fund.
8 COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  And
9 how much are we paying in rent for
10 this current facility now?

11 CI TY TREASURER DUNN. |t
12 would be equivalent to the debt

13 service, so the annual rent is

14  approximately $15 nmillion now.

15 COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  And
16 how | ong have we been renting this
17 facility?

18 Cl TY TREASURER DUNN:

19 W' ve occupied the property since
20 Decenber '19. | believe the |ease
21 was effective in Decenber 2017.

22 COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  So
23 we've been paying rent for nine

24  years. For the anobunt of rent that

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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1 we have been paying for | guess the
2 ni ne years, do we get any di scount
3 on the sales price of the property?
4 Cl TY TREASURER DUNN:

5 The city's existing rent goes to

6 anortize the |loan that the

7 devel oper took out to purchase the
8 property and to retrofit it into

9 the police headquarters facility

10 that the city needs rate based on
11 our specifications. So the bond

12 that the city issues is the

13 remai ni ng debt that's outstanding.
14 COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  So

15 that's new information to me, that
16 It's going to anortize the | oan

17 that the property owner purchased
18 the property for. But | know the
19 property owner didn't purchase the
20 property for the benefit of the

21 city. So why is that going towards
22 t hat ?

23 Cl TY TREASURER DUNN:

24  That was the original structure put

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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1 in place into 2017. It was a | ease
2 to owmn with the city having this

3 one-tine option that cones up and

4 expires at the end of Cal endar Year
5 2026.

6 COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  And

7 can you tell us when the bonds for
8 the market is going to be a

9 conpetitive or is negotiated

10 process?

11 Cl TY TREASURER DUNN:  So
12 we woul d pursue a negotiated bond
13 sale, which is when we do an RFl to
14 sel ect a bank and then the bank

15 hel ps us negotiate with prospective
16 I nvestors to get the | owest cost of
17 capital for the city. That's

18 consi stent with our general

19 approach for bond issuances, given
20 our credit quality and the

21 conplexity of transactions |like the
22 servi ce agreenent structure.

23 COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  And

24 what's the total anount of the

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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1 borrow ng that this legislation

2 wi || authorize?

3 Cl TY TREASURER DUNN:

4  The authorization is a maxi num

5 anmount of not to exceed 225

6 mllion. W estimate that we'll be
7 borrow ng approxi mately 201

8 mllion. So we build in a buffer.
9 W do not believe that we will need
10 t hat anmount, the full anount.

11 COUNCI LMAN YOUNG. So

12 just for the record, we're going to
13 be paying $201 mllion for one

14 property in the city of

15 Phi | adel phia. Just to note that

16 for the record. Wat is the total
17 cost of the borrow ng?

18 Essentially, have you | ooked at

19 where | guess the estinmates of

20 where the market would be by the

21 time we conduct the transaction and
22 what the total cost would be?

23 Cl TY TREASURER DUNN:

24 Sure. So the decision point for

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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1 the city at this tinme, because we

2 have that one-tinme purchase option,
3 Is either to continue renting for a
4 10-year termand the rent resets at
5 a higher rate, which would be

6 approximately 29 mllion annually

7 versus the 15 mlIlion we're paying
8 now, or to issue debt to purchase

9 the property based on current

10 rates, which we hope woul d hol d,

11 t he annual debt service would

12 approximate the rent costs at about
13 15 mllion annually. So purchasing
14 the buil ding would be a savings

15 relative to continuing to | ease at
16 t hat hi gher reset rate, which would
17 start in January 27.

18 COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Ckay.
19 Wuld the bonds be callable? WII
20 we be able to refinance prior to

21 the maturity date?

22 Cl TY TREASURER DUNN:

23 Yes, we typically have a 10-year

24 call option.
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COUNCI LMAN YOUNG 10
years, okay. Thank you. And can
you tell us what the appraised
value for the property is?

CI TY TREASURER DUNN:
The apprai sed value for just 400
North Broad, we just received that
yesterday, but that's 21.5 mllion.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG: 21.5
mllion is the apprai sed val ue and
we're paying $201 mllion for the
property.

CI TY TREASURER DUNN:
Yes. | think the city in 2017, it
was al ways contenpl ated that the
out st andi ng debt woul d be hi gher
and woul d govern in that formnula
because the property has a unique
value to the city to be able to
house our nuni ci pal police force.
There's | ess value to other buyers
who don't have a nunicipal police
force of this size.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  And
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1 if this legislation were to pass,
2 when do you expect to go to market?
3 Cl TY TREASURER DUNN:
4 Qur goal would be to go to narket
5 in late July, so we would go to the
6 rating agencies in early July and
7 we wuld like to try and price the
8 bonds at the end of July.
9 COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  Thank
10 you.
11 Madam Chair, | just want
12 to note that we're borrow ng noney
13 for a noble cause for our
14 Phi | adel phi a Pol i ce headquarters,
15 which is sonething that we
16 desperately need to have in our
17 ownership. But for the record, we
18 just need to note that there are
19 other public facilities in our city
20 that the city owns that could use
21  $200 mllion worth of renovati ons.
22 That coul d hel p keep and naintain
23 our city in noving forward into the
24  future.
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1 So | just want to note
2 that for the record that, yes, the
3 apprai sed value only has value to
4 us. This property only has val ue
5 to us. And |I'msure that was
6 contenpl ated when the transaction
7 originally occurred. Wen the
8 transaction originally occurred, |
9 was a staffer and we were
10 negotiating -- | was negotiating
11 the EOP for this particul ar
12 proj ect .
13 W were spending as a
14 city -- so we've already spent
15 noney on this project. |Is this not
16 going to be the first -- the rent
17 Is not the first tine the city has
18 paid noney for this project. The
19 renovations, the outfit of this
20 particular facility, the city paid
21 for. And that nunber was
22 equivalent to the entirety of what
23 Rebuild was, right. So just put
24 that for the record.
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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1 So we're spending a | ot

2 of noney on this property, but it's

3 a nobl e cause. Qur police need a

4 state-of -the-art headquarters in

5 order to do 21st-century policing.

6 So that's not the issue. But |

7 think the issue is where do we as a

8 city prioritize our spending. So |

9 just wanted to note that for the

10 record.

11 Thank you, Madam Chair.

12 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

13 RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you

14 so nmuch, Council nenber Young.

15 Quickly, 1 need to

16 notate for the record the presence

17 of Counci |l menber Landau, who is now

18 here for the hearing. Prior to

19 recogni zi ng Counci | nenber Jones,

20 who has asked to be recogni zed and

21 also Dr. Ahmad, help us with this

22 because this is not maki ng sense

23 for us.

24 Parse this out for us
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1 and take us on a tineline, because
2 we're in the mddle of a budget

3 negoti ati on where we're bei ng asked
4 to do things for simlar anounts of
5 noney. So wal k us through this so
6 we understand fully what is going
7 on here and why we are in a

8 predi canment to pay al nbst a quarter
9 billion dollars for one building.
10 Cl TY TREASURER DUNN:

11 Sure. In 2017, Gty Council passed
12 the ordinance related to the naster
13 | ease and subl ease agreenents,

14 which contain in it the one-tine
15 purchase option that we're here

16 today to recommend that the city
17 pursue. And then in 2021, Cty

18 Counci | amended the ordi nance to
19 allow the property to qualify for
20 historic tax credit revenue, which
21 the city then received back, a
22 portion of that back.
23 COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE

24 Rl CHARDSON: Pardon ne. W
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1 received part of it back by doing
2 the historical designation?

3 Cl TY TREASURER DUNN:

4 Correct. Making changes to all ow
5 the property to qualify for the

6 historic tax credits.

7 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

8 Rl CHARDSON: Recei ved.

9 Cl TY TREASURER DUNN:

10 The city at this point has two

11 options. The city can exercise its
12 one-tinme purchase option, and the
13 formula that was set in place in
14 2017 is that the city pays the

15 hi gher of the outstandi ng debt

16 because our rent has gone to pay
17 down the debt that was previously
18 | ssued to purchase and to retrofit
19 the facility for the police
20 headquarters or --
21 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
22 RI CHARDSON: So wal k ne t hr ough.
23 So the rent started at what tine?
24 MR. BOAWAN:. Fi scal
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1 Year --

2 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

3 RI CHARDSON: Pardon ne one nonent.
4  Just state your nanme for the

5 record. The mc is not on.

6 Cl TY TREASURER DUNN:

7 Mat t hew Bowran, Deputy Treasurer.

8 He had indicated Fiscal Year '18

9 was the first year.

10 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

11 RI CHARDSON: Then for the record,
12 how much was the rent?

13 MR BOMWAN:. It's $15.2
14 mllion annually. So to date,

15 t hrough a paynent that was nmade two
16 days ago we're up to 131.8 mllion.
17 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

18 RI CHARDSON: So $131.8 million for
19 rent up until two days ago?

20 MR. BOWAN: Correct.

21 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

22 RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Pl ease proceed.
23 Cl TY TREASURER DUNN:

24 Sure. So the city can continue
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renting the facility. And the way
that the terns were set in 2017,
the rent would reset if we don't
exercise this purchase option to
anortize the renmi ni ng debt over a
10-year period at a higher interest
rate. And so, our cal culation
based on current interest rates
woul d have that rent being $29
mllion annually versus the 15.2
that we're currently paying.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: So - -

Cl TY TREASURER DUNN:
That woul d be a new cost that would
be in the Five Year Plan that's not
currently contenpl at ed.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON: Received. But al so,
that would be a 10-year period --

Cl TY TREASURER DUNN:
10-year period. And at the end of
the 10 years, the city woul d have

to identify a new police
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headquarters facility and
presunmably pay an unknown anount
related to that.

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: But with the new
anount and the higher interest
rate, it would be 290 mllion over
the 10 years, correct?

Cl TY TREASURER DUNN:
Appr oxi mat el y, yes.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. So it would be
approximately 290 mllion over the
10 years. But the option that you
all are seeking to exercise would
be 225 mllion. And the reason why
this has to be done is because --
the reason why this has to be done
I s because we're al ready | ocked
into the deal, so you have to take
action on it. And what you all are
seeking to do is try to get it at a
| ower option?

Cl TY TREASURER DUNN:
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1 Correct. We're presented wth

2 these two decisions that the city

3 coul d undertake, and we're

4 recomendi ng the | ower cost option

5 that would allow us to purchase the

6 facility that the police are

7 currently occupyi ng.

8 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

9 RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Thank you. The

10 Chair recogni zes Counci | menber

11 Young and t hen Counci | nenber Jones.

12 COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  Thank

13 you. Just for a point of

14 information, in the original deal

15 there was an escal ati on cl ause

16 which is kind of handcuffing us

17 ri ght now whi ch makes us purchase

18 this property. Because if not,

19 then after this year the rent wll

20 al nost double, right. So | just

21 want to put that on the record too.

22 It's not our doing here.

23 That deal happened in 2017, right.

24 But we have to now do sonet hi ng
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1 about a deal that may not have been
2 in the best interest of the city at
3 that tine.

4 COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE

5 RI CHARDSON: Thank you so nuch.

6 The Chair now recogni zes
7 Counci | menber Jones.

8 COUNCI LMAN JONES: Let

9 me boil it down to sinple math for
10 me. How nmuch is the appraised

11 val ue of the building today?

12 Cl TY TREASURER DUNN:

13 21.5 mllion just for 400 North

14 Broad property. It does not

15 I ncl ude the garage at --

16 COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thr ow
17 In the garage, how nuch is it?

18 CI TY TREASURER DUNN: |
19 would have to get back to the
20 commttee on that.
21 COUNCI LMAN JONES: So
22 let's give it another 10 ml1lion.
23 Because of the land, let's go with

24 30 mllion. W're going to borrow
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1 200 and what ?

2 CI TY TREASURER DUNN:. W

3 would be borrow ng approxi mately

4 201 mllion, which is the cost of

5 the remai ning debt on the facility.

6 COUNCI LMAN JONES: And

7 Is that because we're | ocked into

8 t he | ease?

9 CI TY TREASURER DUNN:. W

10 are | ocked into the fornula that

11 was set in 2017, correct.

12 COUNCI LMAN JONES:  So

13 sonebody was smart enough -- work

14 wth ne. Sonebody was smart enough

15 to say, I'"'mgoing to give you a

16 hambur ger today and charge you 10

17 times nore over the course of the

18 anortization of this deal. Is that

19 what we got |ocked into?

20 Cl TY TREASURER DUNN:

21 We're recommendi ng what we feel is

22 t he best option based on the two

23 choi ces that are avail abl e.

24 COUNCI LMAN JONES: Al
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1 right. W got took. Sonebody fell

2 asleep in the getaway car. There's

3 sonebody down in Atlantic Gty

4 that's getting ready to profit from

5 this mghtily. And just -- | know

6 It wasn't you, | know it wasn't

7 you. But sonebody set up sonebody

8 to benefit mghtily on a real

9 estate deal, because that was the

10 sane site that was supposed to be

11 the stadium at one point, right.

12 And so, there was

13 another -- | think Menber Young

14 tal ked about other nuni ci pal

15 bui | di ngs. There was one that

16 conmes to mnd at 46th and Mar ket

17 that we were going to do because it

18 was not Center Cty. It would

19 I ncrease the val ue of that property

20 and give better utility. Sonebody

21 fell asleep in the getaway car and

22 It wasn't you.

23 But | renenber Allan

24 Donb raising a ruckus about this,
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who i s arguably one of the better
real estate people particularly in
Center City. And | just think that
we got took and we are paying the
price today, and it's an
opportunity cost that takes away
fromthe school district and other
places like that. So |I'm baffl ed.
|"'m baffled by how we got in this
posi tion.

Thank you, Madam Chair.

COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
very nmuch, Council nenber Jones.

The Chair now recogni zes
Dr. Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD: |
amsimlarly baffled, but here we
are today. | want to know who is
the owner-landlord entity that
we're dealing with?

CI TY TREASURER DUNN:
400 North Broad Partners is a Bart

Bl at st ei n predom nant| y- owned
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entity, and that's the current
owner .

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Thank you, Madam Chair. | just
wanted that to be in the public
record, who is going to benefit
fromthis.

COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. My you
repeat the answer. |'msorry.
We're trying to understand what's
happeni ng here --

CI TY TREASURER DUNN:
(I naudi bl e) .

COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Thank you.
Thank you very, very nuch.

Are there any additi onal
guestions for these w tnesses
regarding Bill No. 260509 and
2605277

COUNCI LWOVAN - AHVAD:
Sorry.

COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
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1 RI CHARDSON:  Chair now recogni zes

2 Counci | menber Ahnad.

3 COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:

4  Apol ogi es, Madam Chair.

5 The other -- right now

6 where we are versus what

7 Counci | menber Curtis Jones referred

8 to, the property in West

9 Phi | adel phia, there's no ot her

10 option. |s that where we are right

11 now? There's no other option for

12 the police departnent to go

13 el sewhere that would cost us nuch

14 | ess?

15 Cl TY TREASURER DUNN:. W

16 have two options here, to continue

17 renting at the higher rate and then

18 eventual ly determne a new site at

19 the end of a 10-year period or to

20 purchase this property. |'m not

21 t he best person to answer your

22 guesti on.

23 COUNCI LWOMAN AHVAD:  The

24 guestion is can we actually
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1 consider a different property now

2 before the 10 years? |Is there a

3 penalty for that?

4 MR. BOAMWAN: Under the

5 current docunents, | don't think

6 that is an option we have. It is

7 either to pay a higher rate for 10

8 years or issue --

9 COUNCI LWOVMAN AHVAD: |
10 wanted to see how | ocked in we are
11 with all this. Thank you.

12 Thank you, Madam Chair.
13 COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
14 RI CHARDSON: | think what I'm

15 hearing is stuck between a rock and
16 a real hard pl ace.

17 Cl TY TREASURER DUNN:

18 W're trying to recommend the best
19 option for the city to --

20 COUNCI LWOVAN Gl LMORE
21 Rl CHARDSON: Recei ved. Ckay.

22 \Which is why the historical tax
23 credit designation was hel pful

24 partially. But at this point and
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1 at this juncture in the road, we're

2 in a circunstance where we have to

3 make a determ nation on how best to

4 nove forward and how to be the best

5 stewards of the city's dollars.

6 Cl TY TREASURER DUNN:

7 Correct.

8 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

9 Rl CHARDSON:  Recei ved.

10 Counci | menber Young.

11 COUNCI LMAN YOUNG: |

12 mean, at this tinme the information

13 that we received | don't know if

14 this deal was in the best interest

15 of the city, right. And I think

16 that's sonething that we as a

17 Council need to contenpl ate.

18 Unfortunately, we were dealt this

19 hand al nost 10 years ago. But we

20 really have to look at what is in

21 the best interest of the city here,

22 and we have other, you know, $200

23 mllion, that would fix 27

24 libraries, right. So just think
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1 about that for a second.

2 So just want to put that

3 on the record, Madam Chair.

4 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

5 RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you

6 very much, Council nmenber Young.

7 | s there anyone el se

8 here to testify whose nane has not

9 been cal | ed?

10 (No response.)

11 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

12 RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Seei ng none,

13 are there any wtnesses here to

14 present public coment on Bill Nos.

15 260509 and 2605277

16 THE CLERK: There are no

17 names for public comment for 260509

18 or 260527.

19 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

20 RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Thank you.

21 There being no further

22 witnesses for these bills, we wll

23 now proceed with the next bill.

24 Clerk, wll you please
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call the first panel we have to
testify on Bill No. 260508.

THE CLERK: Tavare
Brown, Deputy Budget Director for
Capital.

(Wtnesses approached
W tness table.)

COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
so nmuch for being here. W
appreci ate your presence. Pl ease
state your nane for the record and
proceed with your testinony.

MR. BROAN: How s
everybody doing. |'m Tavare Brown,
Deputy Budget Director for Capital.
Al right. Al right. Good
norning, Chair Gl nore R chardson
and nmenbers of the Finance
Commttee. M nane is Tavare
Brown, Deputy Budget Director for
Capital. [|I'mjoined by Matthew
Bowman, Deputy City Treasurer. And

we're here today to testify on Bil
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No. 260508.
This bill would
aut horize an increase in the

non-el ectoral i ndebtedness of the

1

2

3

4

5 city in the anobunt not to exceed
6 578 mllion. The total reflects

7 both the FY27 | oan authori zation

8 anmount, which is 293 mllion and a
9 technical fix to the existing FY22
10 | oan aut hori zati on anount, which

11 was approved by Gty Council in

12 2021, but was later determ ned to
13 be invalid, as outlined later on in
14 the presentation, and that was 285
15 mllion.

16 The increase will |eave
17 the city within the Phil adel phi a

18 Constitution debt Iimt. As of My
19 29, 2026, the city's legal debt

20 limt is 19.68 billion. And the

21 anmount of debt applicable to that
22 limt is 2,917,000,000. As a

23 result, the city has a debt margin

24 of about 16.8 billion. The FY27
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1 capi tal budget for new general

2 obl i gation bonds is approxi mately

3 28 -- I'msorry, 281.17 mllion.

4  The proposed ordi nance includes the

5 new general obligation | oan anount

6 plus an additional 4% for cost of

7 | ssuance fees, bringing the total

8 for FY27 in this | oan authorization

9 to $293 mllion.

10 This bill also includes

11 a section regardi ng the FY22 | oan

12 aut hori zation, which was not

13 advertised in the manner required

14 by | aw and was subsequently

15 determned to be invalid. At the

16 direction of the city's bond

17 counsel, we included a distinct

18 section to the FY27 | oan

19 aut hori zation as a technical fix to

20 advertise an issue from several

21 years ago. This will enable us to

22 borrow t he supported capital borrow

23 to support the capital projects

24  that were previously approved in
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1 FY22 as originally intended.

2 The remai ni ng 285

3 mllion in this |oan authorization

4 corresponds to the FY22 figure. |If

5 approved, the | oan authorization

6 would finance capital projects

7 classified for the foll ow ng

8 purposes in the foll ow ng aggregate

9 amounts. So for this portion in ny

10 witten testinony, | broke it out

11 by each year, but I'Il just refer

12 to the new borrowi ng, which is

13 FY27' s anount.

14 So for transit-rel ated

15 | nprovenents, 11,261, 000. For

16 streets and sanitation

17 | nprovenents, 77,843,000. For

18 muni ci pal bui |l di ngs, 147,520, 000.

19 For parks, recreation, and nuseum

20 | nprovenents, 41, 266, 000. For

21 econom ¢ and community devel opnment

22 capital inprovenents, $15,110, 000,

23 for a total of 293 mllion. And

24 like | said, the rest of the
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portion is prior already-approved
aut hori zati on.

| respectfully request
that Bill No. 260508 be reported
out of conmittee with a favorable
recomendation. | further request
that the rules of Council be
suspended so as to permt first
readi ng at the next session of
Council. The FY27 | oan
aut horization wll be anended to
refl ect any applicabl e anmendnents
to the FY27 budget, which should be
com ng shortly. And this concl udes
ny testinony and 1'1l be happy to
answer any questions you m ght have
at this tine.

COUNCI LWOVAN 3@ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
both so nmuch for being here.

The Chair notates the
presence of Council menber Jim
Harrity for the record.

Are there any questions
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1 for these witnesses regarding Bil
2 No. 2605087?
3 (No response.)
4 COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
5 RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Seeing no
6 questions, are there any other
7 W tnesses whose nanmes have not been
8 called?
9 (No response.)
10 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
11 RI CHARDSON: And is there anyone
12 here to provide public coment on
13 Bill No. 2605082
14 (No response.)
15 COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
16 RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Seeing none, we
17 t hank you so nmuch for your
18 testinony. W appreciate your
19 presence here today and we thank
20 you.
21 W will now proceed wth
22 Bill No. 260513. derk, wll you
23 pl ease call the first panel we have
24 to testify.
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1 THE CLERK: Mark Dodds,
2 Deputy Director, D vision of

3 Housi ng and Community Devel opnent.
4 (Wtness approached

5 wtness table.)

6 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

7 RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
8 very much for being here. Please
9 state your nane for the record and
10 proceed with your testinony.

11 MR. DODDS: Good

12 af ternoon, Mark Dodds, Deputy

13 Director of City of Philadel phia
14 Di vi si on of Housing and Conmunity
15 Devel opnent. Good afternoon,

16 Counci | menber G I nore Ri chardson,
17 and nmenbers of the Fi nance

18 Committee. | am Mark Dodds, Deputy
19 Director of the Division of Housing
20 and Community Devel opnent. | will
21 present testinony on behalf of the
22 Adm ni stration on Bill No. 260513,
23 which permts the city to apply for

24 Federal Community Devel opnent Bl ock
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Grant (CDBG, HOVE | nvest nent
Part nershi p or HOVE, Energency
Sol ution Grant or ESG and Housi ng
Qpportunities for Persons wth AlDS
or HOPWA funds, and for state funds
fromthe Departnment of Community
and Econom c Devel opnent or DCED.
The bill refers to
Exhibit A which is the proposed
Annual Action Plan 2026 to 2027,
the required HUD fundi ng
application, the Annual Action Plan
2026 to '27 details our plan for
spendi ng funds from four primary
federal sources | naned as well as
fromthe state's DCED, the Housing
Trust Fund, and the H O ME. bond.
As it relates to the
exi sting Annual Action Plan
projects, as detailed in the Annual
Action Plan 2026 to '27, the city
was awar ded approxi mately 44
mllionin COBG 11.1 mllion in

HOME | nvest nent Partnership funds,
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1 9.9 mllion in HOPWA and 3.9

2 mllion in ESG for the upcom ng

3 fiscal year.

4 The Annual Action Plan

5 goals are aligned wth

6 Phi | adel phia's high-priority

7 housi ng and comuni ty devel opnent

8 needs as well as the core North

9 Star goals set forth in the Parker

10 Adm nistration's H O ME. housing

11 pl an. The Annual Action Plan goals

12 are to create affordabl e honmeowner

13 and rental housi ng opportunities,

14 preserve affordabl e honmeowner and

15 rental housing, reduce honel essness

16 and expand speci al housing

17 opportunities, foster open access

18 to all housing and community

19 devel opnent resources and prograns,

20 address econom c, education and

21 I ncone needs of people and

22 communi ties, strengthen community

23 assets and manage vacant | and,

24 pronote fair housing and access to
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1 opportunities.

2 Approxi mately two-thirds
3 of our total funding will go to

4 putting and keeping people in

5 honmes. This work incl udes

6 production and preservation of

7 rental housing, nortgage

8 forecl osure prevention and eviction
9 prevention prograns, rental

10 assi stance, hone repair prograns
11 such as Basic Systens Repair and
12 Heat er Hotli ne.

13 W will continue

14 prograns that prevent honel essness
15 and support people with speci al

16 needs. These prograns include

17 rental assistance through HOVE

18 | nvest nent Partnershi p and HOPWA
19 prograns and the Adaptive
20 Modi fications Program W remain
21 conmmitted to organi zati ons and
22 prograns that neet our residents
23 where they are, serving themin

24 their own conmmunities. These
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1 I ncl ude our housi ng counseling

2 agenci es, our Nei ghborhood Advi sory

3 Comm ttees or NACs, our

4 Nei ghbor hood Energy Centers.

5 W will also continue

6 expansive cleaning and greening

7 efforts through the PHS Land Care

8 Program Vi brant commerci al

9 corridors are inportant for safe

10 and heal thy comunities that help

11 provi de econom c opportunity for

12 all. Accordingly, significant

13 resources are invested in community

14 econom ¢ devel opnent opportunities.

15 The pl an includes funding for

16 busi ness | oan prograns, commerci al -

17 oriented real estate grants,

18 corridor managenent support, and

19 bui | di ng i nprovenent support.

20 We are excited to | aunch

21 several newinitiatives in Fiscal

22 Year 2027, including the One Philly

23 Mort gage Program Curbsi de Appeal

24 program and a Facade Repair
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1 program W also |ook forward to
2 the continuati on of many
3 | ongst andi ng, successful prograns
4 and services, many of which |
5 referenced earlier.
6 Pl ease know that we are
7 relying on Gty Council to approve
8 this plan expeditiously because the
9 city will forfeit its funding from
10 HUD unl ess the city submts an
11 approved Annual Action Plan no
12 | ater than August 15, 2026 to
13 permt expeditious transmttal of
14 t he Annual Action Plan to HUD.
15 Suspension of the rules to permt
16 the first reading at the next
17 Counci | session is requested.
18 In closing, the Division
19 of Housing and Community
20 Devel opnent is grateful to Counci
21 for its sustained commtnent to
22 housi ng and nei ghbor hood
23 I nfrastructure. W thank you for
24  your ongoing work with the
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Adm ni stration on the bold and
conprehensive HO ME. initiative

t o address Phil adel phia's housi ng
crisis, and thank you for the
opportunity to present this
testinmony. |'m happy to answer any
guesti ons.

COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
very nmuch for your testinony. W
appreci ate you being here and for
all the work that you do with our
of fices.

The Chair will recognize
Counci | menber Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you. Thank you, Madam Chair.

And bear with me on the
math stuff. This is nmath day, |
guess. So over the last 10
years -- |'Il phrase it this way:
Have we received a reduction of
federal funding from HUD for

vari ous prograns?
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1 MR. DODDS: | would say
2 over the last 10 years it's pretty
3 much remai ned level. So with that
4 being said, it hasn't risen to neet
5 the increasing demands that we face
6 and it hasn't risen to help

7 accommodate things |ike increased
8 cost and sal ary increases and

9 things Iike that.

10 COUNCI LMAN JONES: So |
11 woul d agree with that. The second
12 thing that | would ask is, what is
13 t he percentage of the noney we are
14 requesting that will go for

15 econom ¢ devel opnent as opposed to
16 poverty and housi ng?

17 MR DODDS: So |

18 probably coul dn't provide specific
19 breakdowns right at this nonent. |
20 could get that --
21 COUNCI LMAN JONES: It
22 used to be about 7%
23 MR, DODDS: | woul d
24 think that -- so this plan does
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contain CDBG dollars for economc
devel opnent activities that the
Commer ce Departnent hel ps
admnister. It is a small portion
of our overall allocation.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: And
then finally, this is a conplinent
to you and the Mayor for your
admnistration. | would say the
H O ME. program because we have a
responsibility to submt to HUD an
annual plan on how we're going to
deal with affordability when it
cones to housing; is that correct?

MR. DODDS: Yes, that's
essentially what this plan does.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: So
the HO ME. programis probably in
nmy nenory the nost conprehensive
housing affordability plan this
city has ever offered. Wuld you
agree?

MR. DODDS: | woul d,

yes.
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COUNCI LMAN JONES: And |
nmean, that's a big deal.

VMR DODDS: It's a
trenmendous investnent in affordable
housi ng.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: So
conplinments to the Mayor.
Conplinments to you. Because in
years past, Madam Chair, how are
you going to deal with
gentrification, how are you goi ng
to deal with affordability for new
homeowners, how are you going to
deal with rent and its
fluctuations. The H O ME. program
speaks to each and every aspect of
that. And that is a job well done.

MR. DODDS: Thank you,
Counci | menber .

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you, Madam Chair.

COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you

very nmuch, Counci | nenber Jones.
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1 And | echo the sentinents relative
2 to the Tangled Title programmng in
3 particular, and also nore

4 specifically now the pre-planning
5 relative to the WIlls program

6 | know we have a second
7 panel for this bill, but | just

8 wanted to notate for the record in
9 reviewi ng prior to the hearing all
10 the testinony that was submtted, |
11 stayed up as late as | could | ast
12 night to read every single thing, |
13 want to notate for the record that
14 | did read the concerns from PACDC
15 and wanted to ask about why the

16 fundi ng was not in the proposed

17 budget that we received regarding
18 t he PACDC request?

19 VR. DODDS: Coul d you
20 el aborate on that please?
21 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
22 RI CHARDSON: And so, per the
23 testinony that we have received in

24 advance, they were specifically
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1 tal ki ng about the community
2 capacity building fund, | believe,
3 and nmaking it a permanent multi-
4 year program | think that work
5 started in a previous fiscal year
6 or was at | east addressed by
7 anot her nmenber. | think in the
8 budget | ast year, but | wanted to
9 notate that on the record while you
10 were here that we did receive that
11 t esti nony.
12 "' mgoing to ask for
13 Panel 2 to please approach the
14 W tness table, state your nane for
15 the record and proceed with your
16 testinony. Cerk, can you just
17 call that second panel for the
18 record.
19 THE CLERK: Garrett
20 O Dwyer, Policy Director,
21 Phi | adel phi a Associ ati on of
22 Communi ty Devel opnent Cor porati ons.
23 (Wtness approached
24 witness table.)
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COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Thank you.

Pl ease state your nanme for the
record and proceed with your
testinmony so that we can have
clarity on this specific request.

MR O DWER  Sure.

Good norni ng, Chairperson Gl nore
Ri chardson and nenbers of Cty
Council's Committee on Finance. M
name is Garret O Dwer and |'mthe
Policy Director for the

Phi | adel phi a Associ ati on of
Communi ty Devel opnent Cor porati ons.
Thank you for the opportunity to
offer testinony on Bill 260513,
which will adopt the Annual Action
Pl an.

W want to extend our
gratitude to the city agency staff
from Pl anni ng and Devel opnent,
Commerce and other city offices and
departnments who conposed t he Annual

Action Plan and for their tirel ess
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1 efforts on behalf of communities

2 and residents of our city. PACDC

3 Is the | eading voice of nonprofit

4 communi ty devel opnent cor porations

5 in Philadel phia. Qur 60 CDC

6 menbers and over 90 additi onal

7 associ ate nenbers are responsible

8 for addressing key affordable

9 housi ng, econom c devel opnent and

10 soci al service needs across the

11 city.

12 Qur nenbers play a

13 central role in the equitable

14 revitalization and stabilization of

15 their conmmunities and are the

16 on-the-ground partners that the

17 city relies on to provide services

18 and act as catalysts for comunity

19 change. It is Philadel phia s CDCs

20 who wll be determ native in

21 achieving the goals in the Annual

22 Action Pl an before us today.

23 | draw your attention to

24 this fact because it underscores
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1 the i nportance of strategic

2 I nvestnents in CDCs to ensure the

3 successful inplenentation of city

4 plans. This is nowhere nore true

5 than with the HOME. Initiative,

6 which will direct unprecedented new

7 resources to address housi ng needs,

8 but requires high-capacity

9 community partners if it's going to

10 maxi m ze the affordability returns

11 on this substantial public

12 I nvest nent .

13 Articulating the goals

14 in the Annual Action Plan is

15 | nportant, but we need comrensurate

16 support to scale the capacity and

17 organi zational infrastructure of

18 our nonprofit partners that are

19 actually doing the work. At the

20 end of |ast year, the Community

21 Capacity Building Fund | aunched to

22 do just that. It has provided

23 organi zations with flexible funding

24 that they can use to enhance their
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work in affordable housing and
econom ¢ devel opnent and create
I nnovative solutions to energing
nei ghbor hood needs.
Unfortunately,
| egi sl ation that woul d have nade
the Community Capacity Buil di ng
Fund a permanent nulti-year program
wi Il not be heard before the summrer
recess. Therefore, we inplore Cty
Council to ensure that additional
fundi ng for another year is
i ncluded in the city's FY27 budget,
which is currently being finalized.
The goals laid out in
t he Annual Action Plan are
anbitious. Let's nmake sure that we
provi de the necessary supports to
make t hem achi evable. Thank you.
COUNCI LWOVMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
very nuch for your testinony.
Thank you for being here.

The Chair recognizes
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Counci | menber Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: And
what woul d that needed
appropriation be? It was told to
nme before, but put it on the
record.

MR ODWER So in the
| egi sl ation that was introduced,
that would be 6.25 mllion |ast
year. To begin to make the fund in
earnest, there was 3.5 mllion
appropri at ed.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you.

MR O DAWER  You're
wel cone.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you very nuch,
Counci | menber Jones.

Are there any other
questions for these wtnesses? The
Chair now recogni zes Counci | nenmber
Dr. N na Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
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1 Thank you, Madam Chair.

2 | just had a question to
3 understand the process of

4 I ntersection of this noney and

5 particularly the HOVE here with the
6 HOME that we're authorizing for
7 the entire thing that the Mayor has
8 done. And in that, | had put an

9 amendment for 8.8 mllion for

10 honel ess i ssues, and that inpacting
11 those in foster care and the child
12 welfare system | just wanted to
13 under stand how this noney

14 i ntersects with that in terns of

15 delivering those services?

16 MR. DODDS: Yes, that's
17 a good question. So the H O ME.
18 bond or the | ocal funding requires
19 an annual program statenent and

20 budget that's approved by Gty

21 Council. W' ve gone through that
22 process essentially. And this is
23 our application to HUD for federal

24 funding. W've traditionally

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179 A



88
Conmi ttee on Fi nance

1 referred to this docunent as a

2 consolidated plan. And the reason

3 we do that is because it contains a

4 consol i dat ed budget that shows

5 funding fromall sources. That way

6 Counci| and other interested

7 parties can get a full picture of

8 how we' re fundi ng these itens.

9 So HOMVE | nvest nent

10 Partnership or traditional HOME

11 federal funds is a portion of this

12 plan that we'll submt to HUD for

13 approval. That funding --

14 typically, we spend that in two

15 di fferent ways, for tenant-based

16 rental assistance and for the

17 production and preservation of

18 af f or dabl e housi ng, those |arge-

19 scale nmulti-unit buildings.

20 Traditionally, that's what it goes

21 t owar ds.

22 The HO ME. bond this

23 year, that contains, |ike you

24 mentioned, 8.8 mllion that will go
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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specifically towards a w de array
of honel ess services as it's
witten in the resolution. And
we're working wwth the Ofice of
Honel ess Services on how exactly
that will be allocated. W have
had cross-departnental neetings to
tal k about that.

Ri ght now NPI funds have
supported a Shared Housi ng program
which is operating in conjunction
Wi th the Housing Authority. That's
been very successful and | think we
hope to continue that work as to
spend a portion of those H O ME.
bond funds, which | eaves a sizable
bal ance. And | think the Ofice of
Honel ess Servi ces coul d probably
answer it better. But | think
they're exploring options around
per haps a single SRO building that
that may address sone of the issues
t hat you' ve rai sed.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
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1 Yeah, we had put in that anmendnent

2 engagenent with DHS clients, and

3 that's where that rental assistance

4 can be of nuch inportance. W can

5 avoid famlies being put into the

6 systemat all, if that is the real

7 reason why they're in it in the

8 first place. So | just wanted to

9 publicly put on the record that we

10 are |l ooking for that type of

11 engagenent because it can go into

12 this big norass and we don't see

13 di saggregated data around howit's

14 actually inpacted, the issues that

15 cause us both DHS engagenent and

16 honel essness as a whol e.

17 So maybe we'll follow up

18 to see. |'ve been trying to find

19 out how will that actually happen.

20 And | haven't gotten an answer yet.

21 But we'll talk further.

22 Thank you, Madam Chair.

23  Thank you for your testinony.

24 MR. DODDS: Thank you.
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1 COUNCI LWOVMAN G LMORE

2 RI CHARDSON: Thank you very nuch,
3 Counci | menber Ahnmad.

4 Are there any further

5 questions for these panels for Bil
6 No. 2605137

7 (No response.)

8 COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE

9 RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Seeing no

10 addi ti onal questions, we thank you
11 very nmuch for being here today and
12 t hank you for your testinony.

13 Are there any further
14  w tnesses whose nanes have not been
15 called for Bill No. 260513?

16 (No response.)

17 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

18 RI CHARDSON: (Ckay. Seeing none, is
19 t here anyone signed up for public
20 comment for Bill No. 2605137

21 (No response.)

22 COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
23 RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Thank you.

24 Seei ng none, we appreciate you all
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1 bei ng here today.

2 MR. DODDS: Thank you.
3 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

4 RI CHARDSON: We're good. Thank you
5 so nuch.

6 Al right. W wll now
7 proceed with our next bill. derk,
8 wll you please call the first

9 panel we have to testify on Bil

10  No. 260507.

11 THE CLERK: Nicol a

12 Mammes, Director of Strategic

13 Prograns in the Ofice of

14  Transportation and Infrastructure
15 Syst ens.

16 (Wtnesses approached
17 W tness table.)

18 COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE

19 RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
20 very nuch for being here. You can
21 state your nane for the record and
22 proceed with your testinony.

23 | was expecting M chael

24 Carroll based on the testinony I
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1 read | ast night, but I'mglad that
2 you were able to nake it here wth
3 us today. And | amgoing to say

4 for the record because | know M ke
5 wll either go back and watch or

6 | isten or hear, Mke, we are still
7 waiting to hear back on that very
8 chal | enging i ssue that we have

9 relative to parking on the circle
10 with PennDOT. And |I'm going to put
11 that on the record today.

12 But pl ease state your
13 name for the record and proceed

14 wth your testinony.

15 M5. MAMVES: Good

16 norning, Chair Gl nore R chardson
17 and nmenbers of the Commttee on

18 Fi nance. M nane is N cola Manmes,
19 Director of Strategic Prograns in
20 the O fice of Transportati on and
21 I nfrastructure Systens or OIlS. |
22 am here to testify on behal f of
23 M chael Carroll, Deputy Managi ng

24 Director of OINS. He unfortunately
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1 was not able to nake it today, but
2 | am the one who's working on the

3 project so | can certainly speak to
4 it, in strong support of Bill No.

5 260507.

6 Thi s proposed

7 | egi sl ati on anends the definition

8 of a parking facility to explicitly
9 exclude the newy revitalized

10 intercity bus facility, also known
11 as the PPA Transportation Center,
12 | ocated at 1001 Fil bert Street in
13 Center Cty. To provide sone

14 context, Section 19-1201 of The

15 Phi | adel phia Code currently defines
16 a parking facility as any space

17 where nore than three notor

18 vehicles park for a fee, triggering
19 a 22.5 percent city tax on those

20 transactions as of July 1, 2021,

21 with an exenption for parking

22 spaces used excl usively by unit

23 owners or tenants of condom ni um

24 bui | di ngs, whereas Section 12-927
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1 specifically dictates that fees

2 collected at intercity bus

3 facilities cannot exceed the actual
4 cost of providing, nmaintaining, and
5 managi ng t hose servi ces.

6 Under the current code,
7 this newfacility is subject to the
8 22.5% parking tax. However, the

9 intercity bus facility is designed
10 with a public purpose, with all

11 fees collected fromintercity bus
12 operations directly reinvested into
13 managi ng, mai ntai ni ng and operating
14 the facility itself. This

15 | egi sl ation creates a cl ean,

16 I ntenti onal exclusion for the

17 intercity bus facility, supporting
18 stream i ned managenent and ensuring
19 the fees collected support the

20 facility and providing high-quality
21 custoner service experience for

22 Phi | adel phia residents and visitors
23 ali ke. Thank you for your tine

24 today. W are available to answer
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1 any questions you may have.

2 COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE

3 RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
4 very nmuch for your work and for

5 your | eadership on this issue.

6 Are there any questions
7 for this panel and for this

8 Wwtness?

9 (No response.)

10 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

11 RI CHARDSON: Okay. Chair

12 recogni zes Counci | menber M ke

13 Driscol | .

14 COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:

15 Unrelated to this specific tax,

16 how s 10th and Fil bert working out?
17 M5. MAMMES. It's really
18 great. W've gotten a |ot of

19 really positive feedback.

20 Anecdotal |y, we've been told that
21 it's one of the best bus stations
22 that provides intercity bus

23 service. The staff who work there

24 feel that they' re working there
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1 wth dignity, and the passengers

2 continue to rate it very highly for
3 the custoner service experience. So
4 far it's going great.

5 Really gl ad that we have
6 that, especially as all these

7 sumrer events are comng and we're
8 seeing a |l ot of people using the

9 station to cone visit Philadel phia
10 and also just to travel to other

11 cities for work or other reasons.
12 So, so far so good.

13 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

14 RI CHARDSON: Excel l ent. Thank you
15 and thank you very nuch for your

16 | eader shi p, Counci |l menber Driscoll.
17 We appreciate you as our Chair so
18 t hank you so nuch.

19 The Chair now recogni zes
20 Counci | menber Dr. N na Ahnad.

21 COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:

22 Thank you for your testinony. Just
23 follow ng up on what ny coll eague

24 stated, that this is a bus station
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1 that is going to get a |ot of foot
2 traffic and peopl e com ng through,
3 particularly as we have our FlIFA

4 events unfolding. W have a

5 canpaign going on in the city, a

6 half a mllion dollar canpaign

7 around human trafficking.

8 | just wanted to nake

9 sure that this bus station is

10 connected, and | just wondered if
11 you are al ready because the RFP has
12 been given out to three entities

13 we're working on. | just wanted to
14 know i f you guys are engaged in

15 that and what are you potentially
16 going to be doing around that

17 I ssue?

18 M5. MAMVES:. Yeabh,

19 that's a great question. Thank
20 you. So we are connected wth
21 Chatterblast. They're doing a
22 virtual training for the staff that
23 work at the facility to do training
24 around human trafficking
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1 coordi nati on and support, and al so
2 t he PPA fol ks who manage t he

3 station have done an initial

4 training around human trafficking
5 before the station opens. So

6 there's certainly engagenent in

7 t hat space and connected wth

8 Dr. Ugarte and Chatterblast to nmake
9 sure that those fol ks are getting
10 the training that's needed.

11 COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:

12 Thank you very nmuch. | just wanted
13 to make sure all the dots are

14 connect ed.

15 M5. MAMMVES: Yeabh,

16 absol utely.

17 COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:

18 Thank you, Madam Chair.

19 COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE

20 RI CHARDSON: Thank you so nuch,

21 Dr. Ahmad. You' ve been working on
22 that issue for a very long tine.
23 Thank you too for your | eadership.

24  Thank you. Thank you very nuch for
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your testinony.

There being no
additional panels to testify, are
there any additional w tnesses here
whose nanmes have not been call ed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN 3@ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Seei ng none,
are there any wtnesses here to
provi de public comment on 2605077

THE CLERK: Yes, there
are nanes for public comment.

WI Il Tanya Mbores, Jigga
Mehta and Erica Chung pl ease make
their way to the podi um

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: On 507 -- | just
wanted to say for the record | know
that we tal ked about this with our
Chief Clerk prior to the hearing.
There are many individuals here or
are there many individuals here to
testify on the BIRT | egislation?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:
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Yes. W' re going through the
gas --

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Hold on one
second, because | have to keep the
order here because we have
technically two additional hearings
today. And we're going to
reconvene at 5 o'clock on the
Comm ttee of the Whole, which we
recessed fromstarting at 9
o' cl ock.

260507 is gernmane to the
parking tax, not the BIRT tax. And
that's why | nmade that announcenent
at the beginning of the hearing. |
think there was sonme conf usion
regardi ng which bills would be
| i sted today and what was being
held. | did notate that for the
record and | did confirmthat with
Counci | menmber Driscoll and both
Counci | menber Thomas. So | j ust

wanted to reaffirmthat to nmake
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1 sure everybody understood that's

2 where we are.

3 Ckay. Please, you

4 wanted to say sonething in response
5 to that. Please state your nane

6 first and then respond.

7 MR MEHTA: Sure. My

8 name is Jigar Mehta. W had

9 originally told people to cone out
10 to speak because we thought the

11 bill was going to be schedul ed

12 today. And then when we recently
13 heard that it was not, it was taken
14 out the session, then at that point
15 people still wanted to have their
16 voices heard. So we're speaking

17 now to just basically -- one, thank
18 you --

19 COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE

20 RI CHARDSON: Hol d on one second. |
21 just need to get this straight for
22 the record. GCkay. Because this is
23 I nportant to me not only as Chair

24 of this commttee, but also as the
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1 Majority Leader of this Council.

2 From a process perspective, because

3 | do not believe in wasting

4 people's tinme, so | apol ogi ze that

5 you had that information. My |

6 ask for the record who invited or

7 told you to cone to the hearing

8 today? So who invited you or told

9 you to cone?

10 MR. MEHTA: So

11 originally, there was a hearing

12 where Council menber Thomas said

13 that we were going to -- nade a

14 commtnent to give us a Finance

15 Comm ttee hearing publicly, and

16 that was on May 6. And then from

17 there, this was supposed to be the

18 | ast hearing. And so, we were

19 expecting to see this on the

20 schedule. And then we had a

21 conversation with several people

22 within Gty Council, thinking that

23 would get through. And then we

24 were told the last mnute that the
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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bill got pulled.

COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. | just want to
say for the record, because I'm
Chair of the Finance Comm ttee,
meaning that I'min charge of the
scheduling for this conmttee, the
original bill for the Child Care
Bl RT was schedul ed. That is
Counci | menber Thomas's bill that
was i ntroduced in 2025, which is
why that one started with 25.

Counci | menmber Driscoll's
bill was introduced in '26, right?

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:

' 25.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: '25 as well. So one
was |isted, one was not. In order

to ensure that those bills are as
strong as they can be together,
right, and that they're not in
conflict wth each other, because

the way bills are witten is that
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1 you have to take it froma certain
2 section of the code, right. W

3 don't want themto be in conflict

4 when we are seeking to achieve the
5 sane goal, right.

6 And so, we are committed
7 to working together in order to

8 achi eve the best bill possible that
9 w |l best be of support for our

10 smal | business community. W were
11 not going to hear that |egislation
12 t oday because we are commtted to
13 working on the best bill possible
14 for the small business community.
15 |'ve spoken with both of ny

16 col l eagues. The commtnent is

17 t here.

18 As Chair of Finance, |I'm
19 telling you that I will work with
20 them And as soon as they want it
21 scheduled, | will send the request
22 to the Council President for his
23 approval and we will get it
24 schedul ed. But | just wanted to
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1 notate that for the record. |

2 don't want anybody to think that

3 there's anything nefarious

4 happeni ng here. Ckay.

5 Secondly, I'mgoing to

6 respectfully request, based on the

7 schedul e that we have today, we

8 want to hear fromeach of you who

9 have cone, but | wll ask if you

10 coul d give please an abbreviated

11 version of your testinony because

12 we are also in the mddl e of budget

13 negotiations. GCkay. |Is that all

14 right with everybody that canme?

15 And | apol ogi ze for any

16 m scommuni cation that may have

17 occurred regarding this, but | take

18 full responsibility as Chair of the

19 commttee. Ckay.

20 Thank you very nuch.

21 Pl ease state your nanme for the

22 record and proceed with your

23  abbreviated testinony.

24 MR. MEHTA: M nane is
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1 Jigger Mehta. \What we're asking

2 for obviously is the hearing. But
3 in that as well, we want to nake

4 sure that the analysis that's going
5 to be provided by Revenue is

6 transparent, that it actually

7 reflects the group that we're

8 tal ki ng about so the spirit of it

9 IS intact.

10 So who we are talking

11 about are sole proprietors and

12 si ngl e-nmenber LLCs that are owned
13 by individuals. That's an

14 | nportant distinction. Single

15 menber LLCs can al so be owned by

16 partnershi ps. They can be owned --
17 they can take an S Corp el ecti on,
18 t hey can be owned by corporations.
19 They can be owned by trusts. W're
20 not interested in those. Those are
21 not in our bill.
22 So when Revenue does
23 provi de data and starts sayi ng that
24 these are the people that are going
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1 to be affected, we just want to

2 make sure that the scope is

3 correct, that it's tied to sole

4 proprietors and single nenber LLCs

5 owned by individuals. That's it.

6 That is the defined class that

7 we're tal king about.

8 In addition to that,

9 when we're tal king about our belief
10 in fiscal analysis, it is not just
11 the city's view \Wat we're saying
12 is that we should al so | ook at
13 what's called a multiplier effect
14 i n our communities. So when you
15 take $30 million out of conmunities
16 i n Phil adel phia, they're no | onger
17 able to spend that noney for the
18 250-year cel ebrati on.

19 Basi cal | y, what happens
20 Is that that noney gets sucked out
21 of our communities. The [|ocal

22 grocery store doesn't get the sane
23 anount of business. You have the

24 babysitter, the child care person
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1 who basically is not going to be

2 able to get paid for their child

3 care. So the inpact of the BIRT

4 exenpti on goi ng away has not j ust

5 affected the individual. [t has

6 affected the entire comunity.

7 So we want to nmake sure

8 t hat whatever anal ysis is done,

9 that we also look at the nultiplier
10 effect, the inpact on the community
11 as well. So that's basically it.
12 But thank you very nuch. And now
13 the fol ks here, you know, their
14 passion is there. They're
15 suffering and we greatly appreciate
16 the opportunity to speak fromtheir
17 heart and we | ook forward to the
18 fall.

19 And if there's anything
20 that we can do to provide data, to
21 provi de anal ysis, we are prepared
22 and ready. You need experts; we'll
23 bring experts. But we're just
24 asking for a fair hearing where
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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1 Revenue is fully transparent with

2 the data and it's defined with the
3 class that we're tal king about.

4  Thank you very nuch.

5 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

6 RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
7 very much for comng in. And | can
8 assure you as Chair of Finance, you
9 wll receive a fair hearing and we
10 wll request whatever information
11 you all are seeking to be provided.
12 kay.

13 Thank you very nuch.

14 Pl ease state your nanme for the

15 record and proceed with your

16 t esti nony.

17 DR. CHUNG Thank you so
18 much. Good norni ng,

19 Counci | menbers. Thank you for the
20 opportunity to share public

21 cooment. M nane is Dr. Erica

22 Maria Chung. | amthe

23 Comruni cations Director at the

24 Asi an Pacific |Islander Political
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1 Aliance. I|I'mhere to read sone

2 statenments that we've collected

3 from Korean Anerican busi ness

4 owners along 5th Street and East

5 Cak Lane and d ney. W have been

6 goi ng out and speaking with Asian

7 Anerican small business owners for

8 t he past couple nonths to hear from

9 them how they're doing and how

10 I ncreased taxes are inpacting them

11 And | amgoing to read portions of

12 what we had gat her ed.

13 This is from Song S

14 Mun, from owner of Asia Barber

15 Shop. [|'ve been in business for 30

16 years and things in the U S. have

17 never been as tough as they are

18 now. | used to cut hair for about

19 20 people a day. These days |

20 don't even get seven. | stay at

21 the shop all day long, only to make

22 maybe 30 or $50 a day. It's a real

23 struggle to survive.

24 W' re supposed to pay
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1 t axes, but we can't because we are
2 not maki ng any noney. It's just so
3 I ncredi bly hard for people |ike us
4 to make a |iving.
5 This is fromthe owner
6 of Fern Rock Hardware at 5957 North
7 5th Street. |[|'ve been running a
8 business in here in Philly for 30
9 years. The econony is terrible.
10 It's been especially bad since
11 Trunp, starting froml ast year.
12 The nunber of custoners has
13 dropped. There's barely anyone
14 walking on the streets and there's
15 no foot traffic. Over the years
16 there's been so nmany new t axes,
17 | i ke the soda tax and the trash
18 tax, and it's been very difficult
19 to figure out howto stay in
20 busi ness.
21 | have two nore, one
22 from a Korean restaurant owner
23 named Kim Suk Limfrom Jonggah Gym
24 Busi ness i s so tough these days.
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1 Prices have gone up so nuch. [|I'm
2 actually scared to go grocery

3 shopping. Everything is nore

4 expensive. W should be raising

5 our prices too, but we can't bring
6 ourselves to do it because all of
7 our custoners are struggling.

8 |'ve been in business

9 for over 20 years. |'ve never

10 asked City Hall or any governnent
11 office for help or support because
12 | don't know how and | don't have
13 the information. Prices need to
14 stabilize. This is a nationw de
15 problem But on top of that,

16 Philly has certain taxes other

17 states just don't have. | really
18 wsh they would look into it and do
19 sonet hi ng about it.
20 My ast one is from
21 Kim s Restaurant, 5955 North 5th
22 Street. |1've been running ny
23 busi ness for 16 years. M place is

24 pretty big. But after running the
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busi ness for a year and paying all
the taxes, there's basically
nothing left. W used to have tax
break benefits before, but suddenly
they cut taxes for big corporations
whi | e burdeni ng smal | busi nesses
Wth nore taxes. |t just seens so
unfair. Thank you so nmuch for the
opportunity to share these stories
from people who can't be here today
because they're trying to run their
busi nesses, and we really
appreci ate the opportunity to
share. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
very much for sharing those stories
with us. And pl ease recogni ze that
we received that feedback and are
commtted to working on this issue.
And |'mvery proud of the
| eader shi p of Council nenber
Driscoll and al so Council nenber

Thomas on this issue.
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Are there any further
W tnesses to give public coment
t oday?

THE CLERK: Yes. W
have Al ex Haynesworth, Leah Yeager
and Patricia Rodriguez.

(Wtnesses approached
W tness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Pl ease state your nane
for the record and proceed with
your testinony.

M5. HAYNESWORTH:  Thank
you. M nane is Al ex Hayneswort h.
I"ma constituent fromDi strict 3.
' m here to speak about BIRT relief
as well. 1'"ma young professional.
And for the past four years, |'ve
been a contractor for the Nati onal
Museum of American History while
living in Philadel phia. The work I
have done is that of a standard
enpl oyee. Yet | have paid for ny

own health insurance and only had
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1 guar ant eed i ncone for six nonths at
2 a tine.
3 This year | paid $6, 880
4 towards the BIRT tax and the
5 mandat ory estinmated BIRT tax.
6 Thr oughout the nonprofit sphere,
7 t hese kinds of contract positions
8 are common as a way to offload the
9 I nsecurity of the funding | andscape
10 onto the workers. And now, the
11 city is offloading their funding
12 crisis onto ne as well. That
13 nearly $7,000 is al nost eight
14 nmont hs of rent for ne or a year of
15 private health insurance paynents.
16 It is by no neans a small anount.
17 Were are the
18 progressive taxes? Wiy in such a
19 funding crisis are corporations
20 paying less in taxes than gig
21 workers, freelancers, artists, Uber
22 drivers, nannies and snal |
23 busi nesses? How can we equitably
24  fund the prograns that this city
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www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179



Conmi ttee on Fi nance

117

1 desperately needs? By introducing
2 progressive tax bills that wll

3 equitably share the | oad of the

4 city's expenses between its

5 citizens and corporations. | urge
6 you all to propose a hearing for

7 Counci | menber Driscoll's bill to

8 exenpt sole proprietors fromthe

9 Bl RT tax as soon as possi bl e.

10 Thank you.

11 M5. YEAGER  Good

12 nmor ni ng, Counci | menbers. Thank you
13 so nmuch for hearing our testinony
14 today. |I'mthe owner of a snall

15 business. It is a fitness and

16 wellness studio here in Center

17 Cty. M clients nmake it clear to
18 me that --

19 THE CLERK: Pl ease state
20 your nane for the record.
21 M5. YEAGER My nane is
22 Leah Yeager. Thank you. My
23 clients make it clear to ne that
24 our work inpacts their lives
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1 positively. Additionally, | also
2 make space for other practitioners
3 inny field to run their small

4 busi nesses from ny physical space.
5 And | really believe that snall

6 busi nesses are an inportant part of
7 what nmakes Phil adel phia a vi brant,
8 I nteresting, colorful place to be.
9 Even just riding ny bike
10 here, | was keenly aware of all of
11 t he busi nesses dotting the streets,
12 you know, the nail salons, the

13 restaurants, the sandw ch stores,
14 Danny's M dni ght Confessions, you
15 know. It really nmakes our city an
16 I nteresting and wonderful place to
17 be. And I'ma lifelong

18 Phi | adel phian so | love this city.
19 And | would love to be able to

20 afford to continue to have a snal
21 busi ness here.

22 It's a precarious

23 endeavor, undertaking a snal

24 busi ness. That's the nature of the
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beast. It is also already an
onerous process to organi ze
fi nances, taxes, save independently
for retirenment, licenses and the
like. So this BIRT tax, after
personally comng to the third year
of this iteration of ny business
where | felt like | was finally
getting ny feet on the ground, this
was a smack to the back of the
head.

And | know t hat not | ust
for me, 2,000, 3,000; 4,000; 5,000
Is material for people with small
busi nesses. And | know t hat we got
grit, but don't nake us grind for
peanuts. W're not all going to
make it. So | love this city. And
| hope you will consider this
testinony. Thank you so nuch.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
very much for your testinony.

Pl ease state your nane
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for the record and proceed with
your public coment.

M5. DOM NGUEZ: H . W
nanme is Patricia Dom nguez. Thank
you for listening to ne. | cane
here a nonth ago when | tal ked and
| just wanted to cone back and ask
again like -- well, not even ask.
"' m begging if you could pl ease
consi der changing the sole
proprietor LLCs out of the BIRT,
exenpting them

"' mjust two-and-a-half
years into ny business, and hard to
get the new business off the
ground. And I'min a vicious
cycle. Like, last year | didn't
couldn't afford to pay ny
estimated, so I'mgetting hit wth
fines and I'mpaying it all. And
this year, again |'ve got to pay
for daycare. So |'m not paying ny
estimated so |'mgoing to get hit

agai n next year with ny fines.
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And I'mlike, this is

really -- we're going into
sumertine. And so, I'mlike it's
real light during the summerti ne,

so l'mbiting ny nails. And, yeah,
| would Iike so appreciate if you
could reconsider it. M business
al so includes people that work al so
as 1099, they're 1099 workers.
And, yeah, so we're all Ilike
feeling it.

COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: | see that.

M5. DOM NGUEZ: Thank
you so nuch for |istening.

COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you and t hank
you for comng in again. Please
state your nane for the record and
proceed with your testinony -- hold
on one second. You good?

M5. DOM NGUEZ: Patricia
Dom nguez.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
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1 RI CHARDSON:  Yep, we got you.

2 M5. HAWLEY: Ckay.

3 Thank you.

4 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

5 RI CHARDSON: Thank you, dear, and

6 thank you for comng in.

7 M5. HAWLEY: My nane is

8 Laura Hawey. [|'ma |icensed

9 social worker. |I've been working

10 as a sole proprietor inthis city

11 for about 25 years. | worked first

12 as an acupuncturist and then as a

13 psychot herapi st. During the

14 pandem c, | started working fromny

15 house. It would have been a | ot

16 cheaper to stay there.

17 And then as | noticed

18 what was happening to ny city, as

19 we all sort of contracted and went

20 honme, | thought let nme just nake a

21 commtnment, |et me conme back into

22 the city. Let ne have an office

23 here. Let nme goto Bill's for

24 | unch, go to the gut trucks, neet
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1 friends after work. Just be part

2 of the blood flow of this city.

3 This is humliating to

4 me. This is |ike two nonths, nore
5 than two nonths of rent to ne. And
6 | haven't prioritized maki ng noney.
7 |'ve always said | make two ki nds

8 of profit. | make noney and | neke
9 the contact with other people.

10 This is crushing ne. | had a man
11 cone in the other day that | used
12 to treat, a man who lives with HV
13 and AIDS and he asked nme to see him
14 as a therapi st because frankly, he
15 | oves nme, we | ove each other and he
16 has to have a sliding scale.

17 It's just so nerve-

18 wacking and exhausting to be

19 squi shed like this. That is the

20 end of ny very rational, calm

21 testinony. Thank you.

22 COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE

23 RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you

24 all very, very nuch.
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1 Are there any ot her

2 W tnesses to give public coment?
3 THE CLERK: Dom nic

4 Brennan, M ndy King and M nda

5 Reeves, the |ast three.

6 COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE

7 RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Wiile we're

8 receiving the last three w tnesses
9 for public comment, please know
10 that we are hearing your public

11 comment. Not just from each of

12 you, but fromso nmany small

13 busi ness owners and sol e

14 proprietors who have been

15 contacting us.

16 Ful | disclosure, | had
17 to pay BIRT this year so we are

18 feeling it. And so, we are

19 | istening. And | know under the
20 | eader shi p of Counci | nenber

21 Driscoll working wth Council nenber
22 Thomas, that they will cone up with
23 the best bill to address what we

24 are hearing today. This is not
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1 sonet hing that we wanted. Ckay.

2 W got to be very clear about that.

3 This is not sonmething that we

4 wanted. So we appreciate you all

5 comng in.

6 So pl ease state your

7 names for the record and proceed

8 wth your testinony.

9 MR. BRENNAN. H . M
10 nanme is Domnic Brennan. | amthe
11 communi ty buil di ng coordi nator for
12 CVMAC. Chair, Commttee, thank you
13 so nuch for your tinme today. Mich
14 like Erica earlier on, | have been
15 collecting stories of the small
16 busi ness owners on the South 7th
17 Street commercial corridor. |I'm
18 the corridor manager for the
19 corridor there.

20 There are 76 busi nesses
21 on the South 7th Street conmerci al
22 corridor. They're al nost

23 exclusively inmmgrant and refugee-

24 run busi nesses, and al npst
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1 exclusively maki ng under $100, 000

2 I n gross revenue. So they have

3 been hit heavily by BIRT this year.

4 Because with that area, there's

5 over 55 | anguages spoken and tax is

6 not one of them So people were

7 very surprised by having to pay

8 this big anount.

9 So again keeping it

10 qui ck, we've had as nuch as

11 busi nesses payi ng 5600 in their

12 taxes this year in extra. W have

13 busi nesses who are not paying

14 t hensel ves out. They're nostly

15 single-fam |y businesses, husband

16 and wi ves running ethnic grocers or

17 nail salons, corner stores, so not

18 payi ng thensel ves out, and a | ot of

19 busi nesses who are consi deri ng

20 selling their stores. It's very

21 devastating for the corridor, for

22 the smal | business comunity and

23 for the surrounding community as

24 well. Because we have a | ot of
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1 peopl e who treat these businesses
2 as community hubs. They get all of
3 their resources there because these
4 are the groceries wthin wal king
5 di st ance.
6 South 7th Street in
7 particular, would otherwi se were it
8 not for the small Burnese grocer,
9 the smal|l Honduran grocer would be
10 a food desert. So thank you for
11 your time. | really appreciate you
12 squeezing us in and thank you for
13 t he consi derati on.
14 COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
15 RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
16 so much for sharing the stories
17 from South 7th Street.
18 Pl ease state your nane
19 for the record and proceed with
20 your testinony.
21 M5. REEVES. |'m M nda
22 Reeves. | ama witer. |I'm
23 heading into ny third year as a
24 citizen of the city of
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1 Phi | adel phia. Last July | was

2 anong the nore than 600, 000 Bl ack
3 wonen who were forced fromthe

4 workforce. | was laid off.

5 Unfortunately, | |ost about 90% of
6 nmy inconme, and unenpl oynent

7 benefits maxed out at |ess than

8 $2,000. So as not to be a burden
9 to the great state of Pennsyl vani a,
10 | focused ny tine on freelancing,
11 and it takes a while to ranp up
12 your freelance incone. And | was
13 barely eking out nore than |I was
14 maki ng on unenpl oynent, but | was
15 very proud of the work that | was
16 doi ng and naki ng ny own way.

17 So you can imagi ne ny
18 shock when | got hit by the BIRT
19 tax this April, and it basically
20 w ped out the difference. So |
21 actually made | ess noney than |
22 woul d have if | just stayed on

23 unenpl oynent. The job market is

24 terrible so there are not really

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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1 many options. M tax service

2 provider, | work with a national

3 conpany, and they were |ike, |00k,
4 we've been informng all of our

5 Philly clients about how unfair

6 this tax is and you all got to get
7 active.

8 So here | amat Gty

9 Counci| because it just really

10 feels like |I'mrunning out of

11 possibilities. And | was under the
12 | npression that Phil adel phia was a
13 city of possibilities. So | really
14  appreciate you all taking the tine
15 today and listening to us because
16 this is an undue burden, and it

17 feels really unfair that not only
18 are we being hit with this tax, but
19 that it's also a gross tax.

20 So I'm basically being
21 taxed on top of the 30% 1" m al ready
22 paying in taxes to the federal

23 governnent, the state governnent

24 and the Gty of Philadel phia. So
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there are just so many different
aspects that are incredibly unfair.
I"'mreally nervous about the next
year of this tax because even
though I will be naking
significantly I ess noney than | did
| ast year, nore of that incone that
I["'mbringing in falls underneath
the BIRT tax. So |I'll be paying
greater taxes despite nmaking | ess
noney. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
for your testinony and we are happy
to have you in Philadel phia, and
we'll be continuing to work on this
| ssue.

kay. Please state your
nanme for the record and proceed
W th your testinony.

M5. KING H. M nane
is Mndy King. |I'ma pediatric
occupational therapist. | work in

Phi |l adel phia's early intervention
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1 system |'mhere as a 1099 worker
2 who's i npacted greatly by the

3 renoval of this exenption, as are
4 nost of my colleagues in early

5 intervention. It is primarily run
6 by 1099 workers.

7 These are occupati onal
8 t herapi sts, speech therapists,

9 physi cal therapists, special

10 I nstructors, workers for the blind
11 and deaf, providing vital services
12 to our youngest and nost vul nerable
13 citizens. This kind of burden

14 makes it nore difficult to draw in
15 new t herapists and nore difficult
16 to retain our therapists in a

17 systemthat's already hurting and
18 al ready struggle to neet the needs
19 of our city. | just wanted to cone
20 to say ny piece for nyself and for
21 ny fellow 1099 early
22 I nterventionists, and to urge you
23 to please bring this before the

24 Council and work with us.
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1 COUNCI LWOVMAN G LMORE

2 RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you.
3 You have the commtnment fromne as
4 the Chair of Finance, but

5 particularly the | eader on this

6 I ssue for this bill, Council nenber
7 Driscoll and al so Counci |l menber

8 Thomas. And so, | know t hat

9 they've coommitted to work again

10 over the summer. As Chair, |I'Il be
11 prepared and ready to go in the

12 fall.

13 So we thank you very

14 much and | specifically thank you
15 and your team of conrades as a

16 not her of a child who benefited

17 from speech therapy. Thank you

18 very, very nuch.

19 M5. KING Thank you for
20 your tine.

21 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

22 RI CHARDSON: Are there any further
23 witnesses to provide public comrent

24 on Bill No. 2605077
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(No response.)

COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. And | want to
be very clear. W heard each of
you who are here today and we are
working on it. And the comm tnent
is there. | don't want you to
t hi nk that you have gone unheard.
kay. Al right. Thank you so
much.

Seei ng no additional
W tnesses to testify or panels to
give public comment, clerk, wl]l
you pl ease read the panels for Bil
Nos. 260511 and 260512.

THE CLERK:  WII| Mel anie
McCottry, PGW Senior Vice-President
of Corporate Affairs and Chief of
Staff as well as Genel a Mcd endon,
Executive Director of the
Phi | adel phi a Gas Commi ssi on, pl ease
make their way to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached

W tness table.)
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1 COUNCI LWOVMAN G LMORE

2 RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you.

3 Pl ease state your nanme for the

4 record and prior to your -- oh,

5 okay. Please state your nane for

6 the record and proceed wth your

7 t esti nony.

8 M5. McCOTTRY: Good

9 nmorning, Chair Gl nore Richardson

10 and nenbers of the Conmmittee on

11 Finance. M nane is Ml anie

12 McCottry and | am Chief of Staff

13 and Senior Vice-President of

14  Corporate Affairs for the

15 Phi | adel phia Gas Works. | am

16 joined today by nenbers of PGWs

17 managenent team Dan Cassidy and

18 Bill Gallagher and | amhere to

19 testify in favor of Bill No. 260511

20 regardi ng PGWs FY27 capital budget

21 and Bill No. 260512 regarding

22 anendnents to the FY26 capital

23 budget .

24 | have submtted witten
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1 testinony on both bills, but would
2 like to provide sone brief comments
3 on both pieces of |egislation.

4  Through Bill No. 260511, PGW seeks
5 approval of its FY2027 capital

6 budget in the anount of

7  $208,010,000. This capital budget
8 wll enable PGNto repl ace existing
9 facilities and acquire additional
10 assets to ensure safe and reliable
11 operations, maintain our existing
12 custoner delivery infrastructure
13 and support revenue opportunities,
14  which wll help maxi m ze the need
15 for future rate relief.

16 90% of this year's

17 capital budget focuses on core

18 functions in PGWs gas processing,
19 di stribution and field services
20 departnents. The remaining 10%is
21 focused on fleet facilities and
22 I nformati on technol ogy i nvest nents.
23 Anong the projects funded through

24  the FY27 capital budget include a

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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1 new odorant system at PGWN s Penrose

2 station and new station

3 nodi fications --

4 COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE

5 RI CHARDSON: Pardon ne one nonent.

6 | apol ogi ze for the very brief

7 interruption. |1'd like to notate

8 for the record that the Counci

9 Presi dent has appointed tenporarily

10 Counci | menber Young to the

11 commttee so that we can conti nue.

12 Thank you very nuch. Pl ease

13 proceed.

14 M5. McCOTTRY: Thank

15 you. This year's capital budget

16 al so includes provisions to provide

17 meter and regulator facilities to

18 support revenue opportunities from

19 new custoner requirenents and

20 repl acenent neters and requl ators.

21 This infrastructure supports the

22 initial inplenentation of PGWs

23  Advanced Metering Infrastructure

24 Program otherw se known as AM.
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Additionally, PGWis
seeking funding for its commerci al
and industrial telenetering
program Through Bill No. 260512,
PGW seeks a third anendnent to its
FY26 capital budget. This
anmendnment woul d provide |ifespan
extensions for three previously
approved projects that wll not be
conpleted within their approved
two-year |ifespans. These projects
woul d bring PGNs total anended
request to 204,855,000 fromits
original 229,985, 000 aut horization.

The projects include
replacing the main electric
swi tchgear at PGW s headquarters, a
proj ect which 200, 000 has been
spent through 2026, construction
cost for PGW South QOperations
Center, which does not require any
addi tional increases in spending.

I n concl usi on, PGW

respectfully requests that the
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1 commttee provide a favorable

2 recommendati on on both bills and

3 suspend the rules of Council so as
4 to permt the first reading of

5 these bills at the next session of
6 Council. On behalf of PGN | would
7 like to express ny thanks to the

8 Phi | adel phia Gas Conm ssi on and

9 Commi ssion Chair Christy Brady and
10 Its staff, with a speci al

11 acknow edgenent given our venue to
12 Counci | menbers M ke Driscoll and
13 Curtis Jones, Jr. for conducting an
14 efficient and conprehensi ve budget
15 revi ew.

16 | amalso very gratefu
17 to Gty Council for its support of
18 the work of PGW as we carry out

19 our mssion to enhance the quality
20 of life for all by delivering safe,
21 reliable, and affordable energy in
22 an environnental |y responsi bl e way.
23 And we | ook forward to your

24 conti nued support. Thank you for
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1 your tinme and consideration on

2 these matters and |'m happy to

3 answer any questions you nay have.
4 COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE

5 RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
6 very much for your testinony and

7 for being here today.

8 Pl ease state your nane
9 for the record and proceed with

10 your testinony and then we'll take
11 questi ons.

12 M5. McCLENDON: Good

13 norning, Chair Gl nore Richardson,
14 and nmenbers of the conmttee. M
15 name is CGenela McCl endon and |'m
16 the Executive Director of the

17 Phi | adel phia Gas Comm ssion. The
18 Gas Conmi ssion appreciates the

19 opportunity to testify in support
20 of Bill Nos. 260511 and 260512,
21 bot h of which enbodies the
22 recommendati ons of the Conm ssion's
23 recommendations to Gty Council

24 regardi ng the approval of PGWs
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Fi scal Year 2027 capital budget and
t he anmendnent of PGWNs FY26 capit al
budget .

| will address Bill No.
260511 first. On January 2, 2026,
PGWfiled a fiscal year capital
budget proposal totaling
$390, 561, 000 and a capital budget
forecast for the years FY2028 to
FY2032 totaling $1.21 billion. The
Comm ssion perforned its due
dil i gence review and eval uati on of
PGW's proposals in accordance wth
t he applicable | egal and governance
st andards, considering PGWN s
fi nances, operations and core
operati ng purposes.

The proceedi ngs
undertaken by the Commi ssion in
review ng PGNs FY27 capital budget
were conpleted in full conpliance
w th Pennsyl vani a's Sunshi ne Act.
Menbers of the public were all owed

to testify at the Conm ssion's
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public hearing held on this matter
on February 19, 2026. The full
transcript fromthat hearing, along
with the public record devel oped
during the proceedi ngs, nay be
found on the Conm ssion's website.

During the hearing,
ei ght nmenbers of the public
attended in person and an
addi tional 35 nenbers of the public
attended virtually. Al were
offered the opportunity to offer
testinmony on the record, either via
| nperson testinony or the
subm ssion of witten testinony for
t hose who participated virtually.
Al testinony received was
consi dered by the Comm ssion in
rendering its deci sion.

At the conclusion of its
proceedi ngs on May 12, 2026, the
Commi ssion voted to unani nously
endorse an FY2027 capital budget

and the not-to-exceed anopunt of
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$208, 010,000 with rel ated
constraints and conditions for said
budget. The Comm ssion
respectfully recommends t hat
Comm ssi on approve Bill No. 260511
I n the anmount endorsed by the
conmmi ssi on.

Turning next to Bill No.
260512. On Decenber 12, 2025, PGW
requested an anendnent to its
Fi scal Year 2026 capital budget
t hat woul d reaut horize and extend
two previously approved capital
budget line itens originating in
PGW's Fiscal Year 2021, '24 and '25
capital budgets, with no additional
spendi ng authority beyond those
anounts that were originally
approved by Gty Council in those
respective fiscal years.

PGW s requests were
acconpani ed by appropriate PFMC
resol utions authorizing the

anendnent to the FY2026 capit al

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




Conmi ttee on Fi nance

143

1 budget to reflect these requested

2 changes. After conpleting its

3 standard due diligence revi ew of

4 PGWN s requests, the Gas

5 Comm ssion's professional staff

6 showed that these requests were

7 reasonabl e. The conm ssioners

8 agreed and voted to approve

9 commi ssion staff's recommendati on

10 to approve PGWs requested

11 anmendnents and recommend appr oval

12 of the sane to Gty Council.

13 The Comm ssion's

14  specific recommendations to Gty

15 Council are detailed in the

16 Comm ssion's resol ution and order

17 dated April 14, 2026, which was

18 attached to ny submtted witten

19 testinony. | would like to

20 enphasi ze that the requested

21 amounts of PGWs FY2026 capital

22 budget before you today does not

23 I ncrease the dollar anount of

24 approved for these line itens.
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1 However, the capital

2 program protocols, as enacted in

3 prior fiscal years, require that

4 unspent funds from those years be

5 transferred into the FY2026 capit al
6 budget to effectuate these |ifespan
7 extensions. Put plainly, the

8 ordi nance before you today

9 effectively transfers unspent funds
10 i nto the FY2026 capital budget

11 w t hout inpacting the overall costs
12 of these line itens.

13 We thank you for the

14  opportunity to testify in support
15 of both of these ordi nances and

16 respectfully request that this

17 conmttee report these bills out

18 wth a favorabl e recomendati on

19 together with the suspension of

20 rules so that they may have their
21 first reading at the next Council
22 sessi on.

23 COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE

24 RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
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very much for your testinony and
t hank you for your work not only
wi th the Phil adel phia Gas Wr ks but
also wth the Gas Conmm ssion, and
nmust recogni ze Counci | nenmber
Driscoll both and Counci | nenber
Jones, who serve on our Gas
Comm ssion. W thank you for the
work that you all do in advance of
t hese hearings and appreci ate and
uplift that work.

Are there any questions
for this panel?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: And | know t hat we had
a few background things that we
worked on. And | also wanted to
notate for the record the
constituent cases that you all have
been working on with us. One in
particular in Council nmenber Jones's
district.

So thank you to the two
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1 of you, but also to Ken Anderson
2 who's here and present for the

3 hearing and al so Nyesha Chapman.
4  Thank you very much for your

5 responsi veness on those very

6 conplicated constituent issues,

7 particularly the one that's in

8 Wnnefield 5800 block. [I'm

9 forgetting which -- it's in the
10 5800 bl ock. So thank you very,
11 very nmuch for that.

12 Seei ng no questions --
13 you have a question? Ckay. The
14 Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber

15 Ahmad.

16 COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:

17 Thank you so nuch, Madam Chair.
18 It is somewhat

19 unrel ated. This is about the

20 operati ng budget, but I'm asking
21  you probably have the information.
22 It is about in 2022, $500,000 was
23 allocated in PGWs operating budget

24 for a geothermal feasibility study.
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1 And in March in 2025, PGWissued an
2 RFP for a consultant to conplete

3 the study. So that's $1 mllion

4 rounded.

5 It's been four years

6 since the first 500,000 was

7 allocated for the conpletion of the
8 study. The utility has not

9 delivered on the study and updates
10 have been infrequent. So | just

11 wanted to know the status of the

12 study and w ||l PGW dedicate nore

13 funds to advance faster tinelines
14 and nove fromstudies to

15 | npl enmentation for energy

16 alternatives?

17 M5. McCOTTRY:  Yes,

18 Counci | menber. Appreciate the

19 guestion. W are very, very close.
20 We have been working wth Al derson
21 Engi neering, which is the
22 consultant firmwho's done | think
23 an excellent job of really | ooking
24 at the feasibility and the

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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1 techni cal accessibility.

2 Part of what we did with

3 this study, and just to set

4 expectations, it's a feasibility

5 study so it's taking a | ook at the

6 site location, if it's a good

7 | ocation for geothermal. And so,

8 we've partnered with the school

9 district and we're al so working

10 wth Parks & Rec because the

11 | ocati on we selected, which is in

12 the 9th District, is MU oskey

13 El enmentary, and right next door is

14 Dor ot hy Emanuel Rec Center.

15 So we have a worKking

16 commttee that includes the Parks &

17 Rec and al so the Ofice of

18 Sustainability along with the

19 school district. The final draft

20 Is conplete. We have reviewed it

21 technically, and we've shared it

22 now wi th the school district and

23 also with the city. And so, as

24 soon as they turn around their
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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1 review, we are |looking forward to

2 rel easing this study, and then

3 there will be next steps after

4 because this is only the first

5 step. And so, then it is taking a
6 | ook at what funding m ght be

7 avai | abl e.

8 Geot hermal is expensive.
9 And so, there are federal grants

10 that we've already identified that
11 woul d have to be pursued, and those
12 are in sone cases tens of mllions
13 of dollars. But as PGN we're

14 dedi cated to seeing this process

15 t hrough and continuing to work with
16 our partners. Because as we've

17 shared in other venues, it's our

18 job with others to think and | ook
19 down every potential pathway that's
20 avai |l abl e, while continuing to be
21 able to provide service the way we
22 do because of the fact that 90% of
23 the city relies right now on

24 natural gas to heat their hones.
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1 So we have to be able to do nore

2 than one thing at one tine.

3 COUNCI LWOVAN AHMAD: |

4 appreciate that. Thank you. The

5 reason why it's inportant is

6 because this will inpact your

7 capi tal budget, dependi ng on what

8 ot her alternative sources we choose
9 to go down. And so, we need to do
10 it sooner than later and to

11 understand what the benefits are in
12 terns of how that inpacts the

13 overall econom c structure, because
14 there is a benefit which al so has
15 heal th benefits and all of those.
16 So when you do that, |
17 hope you're going to include the

18 I ndi rect inpact that transform ng
19 our sources of energy do. And you
20 know and | know you have to change
21  your business nodel and we have to
22 nmove from natural gas at sone
23 point, and --
24 ( Appl ause.)
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COUNCI LWOMAN AHVAD: - -
the nore you do it, the faster we
will be. So thank you for that. |
| ook forward to the report and |
really | ook forward to how soon we
can go into the inplenentation
phase.

M5. McCOTTRY: Thank
you.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
so nuch, Dr. Ahnad. W thank you
very, very nmuch for all of your
wor k. Pardon ne one nonent.

Notating for the record
t hat Counci | nenber Rue Landau has
been tenporarily appointed to the
Comm ttee on Fi nance hearing today
Wi th the approval and perm ssion of
t he Council President.

Are there any further

guestions for these w tnesses and
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1 for this panel?

2 (No response.)

3 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

4 RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Seeing none, we
5 t hank you very, very nuch for your
6 testinony.

7 Are there any w tnesses
8 here to provide public comrent?

9 THE CLERK: Yes. W

10 have four nanes: M tch Channi n,
11 Patri ck Houston, Eric Stowers and
12 Em |y Davis.

13 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

14 RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Pl ease

15 approach the witness table. You
16 can state your nane for the record
17 and then proceed with your public
18 conment .

19 (Wtnesses approached
20 witness table.)

21 COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
22 RI CHARDSON: And again, for the

23 record we have Council menber Young,

24  thank you very nuch, and
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Counci | menber Landau. Thank you
both for being tenporarily
appointed to Gty Council's
Comm ttee on Fi nance.
Hey, Mtch.
MR, CHANNI N:  Hey.
COUNCI LWOVMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  You got ne at the

begi nni ng.

MR. CHANNIN: Sorry
about that. One bill is not enough
for ne.

COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Not today. So thank
you. | appreciate you being here.
Just state your nane for the
record.

MR CHANNIN. Mtch
Channi n, PGWr at epayer, Nort heast
Philly resident, also a 1099 worker
and really appreciated the
testinony earlier and agree with
what was said there. I'mhere to

speak on 260511, which is the
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1 FY2027 PGW capital budget. As |

2 t hi nk Counci | renbers know, |I'ma

3 vol unteer with a nunber of

4 organi zations that fight for

5 environnental, climate, racial,

6 econom c justice.

7 Though today, |'mjust

8 speaking as an individual. In two
9 sentences before | speak about the
10 capital budget, | do want to say |
11 appreci ated the heari ng yesterday
12 about the Water Departnent's

13 | ow-i nconme di scount program TAP and
14 the urgent necessity to inprove and
15 expand access to that. And I think
16 t he sane conversation needs to

17 happen about PGW

18 There are tens of

19 t housands of people, fromwhat |
20 understand, who are eligible for
21 PGW's | ow i nconme di scount program
22 CRP who are not enrolled, and that
23 means many thousands of people who
24 are very econom cally chall enged
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1 are overpaying their gas bills and
2 we need to do much better.

3 In terns of the PGW

4 capital budget, so | think all of

5 us who are speaki ng today want

6 everyone to be able to afford their
7 energy. W want energy to be

8 reliable. W want clean air and a
9 livable climte and good jobs. And
10 the capital budget for PGWt hat

11 Council is considering does not

12 advance those values. Basically

13 just doubl es down on fossil fuel

14 i nfrastructure at a tinme when we

15 are supposed to be noving away from
16 that. | appreciated the questions
17 about the geothermal feasibility

18 report. Four years is just an

19 extrenely long tine to wait for a
20 report, and | really would like to
21 see progress on that. | hope
22 Counci | menbers wi ||l consi der
23 hol di ng PGW account abl e.
24 The main thing | wanted
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1 to say was about a project that was
2 originally part of this capital

3 budget proposal and then was

4 renoved by the Gas Conm ssi on

5 tenmporarily. But we expect Cty

6 Council to have to consider it

7 again in the com ng weeks or

8 nont hs.

9 As Counci | menber

10 Driscoll is aware, there was a

11  proposal for $180 million-plus to
12 repl ace PGWs |iquefied natural gas
13 facility in Port Ri chnond. Due to
14 advocacy fromthe public advocate,
15 residents of Port Richnond, a

16 variety of organi zations and then
17 al so State Rep. Joe Hohenstein, the
18 Gas Conmmi ssion did elect to del ay
19 approval of that project pending
20 further study. | was one of the
21 peopl e who went to nultiple
22 heari ngs and neetings asking for
23 that to happen.
24 However, the Conm ssion
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1 did not direct PGWto study

2 potential alternatives to the

3 project, and | think that is a

4 glaring gap in what has been done.
5 And if there is not an exam nation
6 of alternatives, | think what's

7 nost likely is that Council will be
8 asked to approve a project for

9 $180-plus mllion with no

10 consideration for alternative

11 options that would be better for
12 affordability, for clean air, for
13 jobs of the future and for our

14 climate, and that's just not okay.
15 In a nunber of

16 jurisdictions across the country,
17 regul ators and | egi sl ative bodies
18 are directing gas utilities to

19 provi de thorough exam nati on of
20 al ternatives before seeking
21 approval for |large-scale fossi
22 fuel infrastructure investnents.
23 That's really inportant in

24 Phi | adel phi a, especially given that
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gas consunption is declining and
has to decline dramatically in the
com ng years.

So before Council
consi ders approvi ng spendi ng al nost
$200 million on a fossil fuel
I nfrastructure project, we really
need a thorough exam nati on of
alternative strategies for naking
sure that people have reliable heat
in the wwinter. W're going to
raise this again before the Gas
Comm ssion in terns of the
operati ng budget, but we woul d
really like to see Gty Council
direct the Gas Conm ssion and PGW
to provide that kind of thorough
anal ysis of alternatives. Thank
you very nuch.

COUNCI LWOVMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you and t hank
you very nuch for your work, Mtch,
and really appreciate you. [|I'm

just thinking back to those really
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1 hard COVI D years when you were one

2 of our nost trusted commttee

3 menbers for Cty Council's

4 Comm ttee on the Environnent.

5 And | really want to

6 uplift your work and your advocacy

7 and just years of work on this

8 | ssue and just continue to ask the

9 Phi | adel phia Gas Works and al so the

10 Gas Comm ssion to pl ease review the

11 requests and recommendati ons as

12 notated in the previous testinony.

13 Ckay.

14 MR. CHANNI N:  Thank you.

15 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

16 RI CHARDSON: All right. Thank you.

17 Pl ease state your nane for the

18 record and proceed with your

19 testinony. The next person can

20 appr oach.

21 MR, HOUSTON: Patrick

22 Houston. Good afternoon. Thanks

23 for this opportunity to testify

24 today. |'ma nenber of the Here
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for dimate Justice Coalition,
testifying on ny own behal f today
in regard to Bill 260511, the
Fi scal Year 2027 PGW capital
budget .

|"mgoing to add onto
sone of the things that the
previous testifier Mtch just
named, but | really want to
enphasi ze for the Finance Committee
for Council this opportunity that
Counci | has every single year with
the capital budgets and with the
operating budgets to really help
our city advance towards our
affordability needs and towards our
climate pollution goals.

As Mtch just nentioned,
t he Comm ssion heard advocates and
del ayed -- is not currently
allocating the $180 mllion for
that plant in Port R chnond. W
commend that decision. W comend

that type of scrutiny fromthe
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1 Conmmi ssion, and would ask the Cty
2 Council to carry that forward.

3 Particularly the way that this can
4 be done right now before next

5 year's capital budget cones right

6 back, is as has been nenti oned,

7 | ooking at alternative studies and
8 al ternative energy sources that can
9 still neet energy need affordably
10 and in an environnental |y

11 sustai nable way in our city.

12 Ri ght now PGWis not on
13 track to do that, not in the near
14 term And then also, | say that in
15 t he Comm ssion hearings there were
16 no proposals about alternatives

17 that were being explored to the LNG
18 pl ant that was proposed for Port

19 Richnond. So that's in the near
20 term In the long term the
21 utility is still planning to spend
22 $8 billion between now and 2058 on
23 nore gas, gas pipelines.
24 And so, when we have
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from PGN t hensel ves, this dw ndling
rate base, people having to pay
into this system but these | east
sustai ned costs, that's just going
to create nore energy in
affordability for our city. So we
really are calling on Gty Council
to see these capital budgets as an
opportunity to each year nudge the
gas utility to explore affordable
envi ronnment al sust ai nabl e
al ternatives.

And the way that Cty
Counci| can take action on that
ri ght now over the next few nonths
I s by making sure that when PGW
cones back to the Comm ssion for
the Fiscal Year 2028 budget, we're
not | ooking at this sanme proposal
for nore gas wi thout clean energy
al ternatives.

Last thing I'll nention
Is just to nane a specific exanple

of how other nunicipalities and

888-893-3767
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states are taking action, in
Massachusetts they worked on a DPU
Order 8020, which sets a nodel that
Council could follow. And in this
case, Council has that authority.
It does not have to wait for the
state to act. Gty Council could
have that authority. So that
order, DPU 8020 in Massachusetts,
in addition to the work that Here
for Aimate Justice is doing,
wor ki ng in communities, hel ping
peopl e get their energy needs net
and push for |arger change, are
just two ways where we woul d want
to support being in comunication
with Council to push for
alternatives. Thanks for your
tine.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Great. Thank you.
Thank you very nmuch for being here.
We truly appreciate your public

comment .
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1 Pl ease state your nane

2 for the record and proceed with

3 your public comment. And the next

4 wtness can pl ease approach.

5 MR. STOWNERS: Thank you.

6 My nane is Eric Stowers. | ama

7 resident of Port R chnond. And

8 t hank you, Counci |l nmenber

9 Ri chardson, for letting the people

10 speak earlier about BIRT. I'ma

11 fan of not wasting people's tine

12 either, so I'mgrateful that you

13 gave themthe chance to and they

14 showed up to give their testinony.

15 Since | was here to

16 speak agai nst the LNG pl ant, which

17 has been renoved fromthe budget,

18 "' mgoing to make this quick since

19 t hat doesn't seemto be rel evant

20 today. But | just wanted to

21 enphasi ze, | was here a couple

22 weeks ago when Counci |l nenber Thomas

23 had, we'll say, a hearing or like a

24 day related to affordability,
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1 specifically for utilities.

2 And during that, we had

3 PGWtal k. And then when | was

4 maki ng a comment, Counci | nmenber

5 Thonmas said, |'mso glad that PGV

6 I's here, you can connect with them

7 and you two can connect on those

8 details after. So I was expecting

9 to hear back fromPGWNand | still

10 haven't heard anything fromthem

11 And that's been the whole thing

12 about this process, is that PGW has

13 been pushi ng their agenda on what

14 they see as what's best for the

15 city. And when communities cone

16 and ask for nore transparency, nore

17 details on what they are trying to

18 do, we are just not receiving that.

19 So that is the main thing that

20 we' ve been pushing for, is just to

21 know what's goi ng on, to know what

22 the details are.

23 We heard a bill earlier

24  where Council nenber Jones was
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t al ki ng about sonebody |ike the
get away car where peopl e just
there -- where there was a deal
Wi th the housing. | think
Counci | menber Young was addressing
that, where just the math doesn't
add up for what the city is going
to be paying for what the deal is,
and sonebody is getting way nore
t han they shoul d.

Wl |, the LNG plant was
li ke a simlar thing where we just
don't have the details of what the
deal is going to be with a private
partner. And so, we deserve to
know t hose details before things
get approved. So I'mgoing to
| eave that right here today. But
pl ease, this is sonething the LNG
plant is not just like -- it's not
just like a one-tine thing. This
Is a big investnent in our
community that affects our

community's health and howit's
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1 going to affect our city's ability
2 to address affordability in the

3 future. So thank you so nuch for

4 hearing us today.

5 And when we do cone to
6 that tinme to address it, that is

7 sonet hing that we should | ook into
8 scrutiny in the sane detail that

9 Counci | menber Young and the Fi nance
10 Comm ttee were asking questions on
11 how did this deal come about. W
12 need to take that sanme approach

13 NOow.

14 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

15 RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
16 very nuch, dear. Prior to your

17 departure, may you please wite

18 your information down on this sheet
19 of paper. W're going to give it
20 to the representatives who are here
21 fromthe Phil adel phia Gas Wrks.

22 MR. STONERS:. Thank you.
23 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

24 RI CHARDSON: All right. Thank you,
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dear. Please state your nane for
the record and proceed with your
t esti nony.

M5. DAVIS: M nane is
Emly Davis --

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Pardon ne. Are you
provi di ng public comrent as wel|?
Can you pl ease approach the w tness
tabl e because | think we m ssed you
twice now Please state your nane
for the record and proceed.

M5. DAVIS: M nane is
Emly Davis and |'mhere again to
tal k about the gas conpany, which |
don't trust. As nenbers of Cty
Council, you represent the citizens
of Phil adel phia and our interests.
And budgets are a great way to see
what an organi zation is doing. So
it's inportant to take a good | ook
and |"'mglad you're here to do it.

Al so, 10 years ago you

guys passed a resolution that said
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1 we're going to be carbon neutral,

2 so every budget should reflect that
3 and show the path. PGW has not,

4 with maybe a little exception

5 because they did have the

6 diversification study, but | think
7 OS(ph) was nore responsible for

8 t hat .

9 And then we've got this
10 study that they of course was

11 forced to do, which was really,

12 real ly exceedi ngly inadequate. 95%
13 of PGN's custonmers are commerci al .
14 Yet none of them were engaged in

15 this study. And actually, there

16 were no PGWcustoners engaged in

17 the study. It was only non- PGV

18 custonmers, which is kind of

19 I nteresting.
20 At any rate, |I'mgl ad
21 that the funding for the LNG for
22 next year is gone, but it should be
23 gone forever. That's going to be a
24 stranded asset. |It's a plant that
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could last a long tine and it wll
be well past 2050 before it's gone.
The other problemw th that is just
| i ke the pipe replacenent that
custoners are paying for now on
their bills, there will probably be
an addition to their bills to pay
for this plant, so we don't want to
add any extra bills. Please nake
sure that future budgets don't
I nclude only infrastructure that
supports the city environnental
goal s. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you very nuch
for your testinony. W appreciate
you being here. Thank you for
comng in.

kay. Please state your
name for the record and proceed
with your testinony. Apol ogies for
m ssing you that |ast round.

M5. BOND: No, no. M

nane i s Li nnea Bond. ' mthe
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1 Heal th and Environnental Educati on

2 Director for Physicians for Soci al

3 Responsi bility Pennsyl vani a.

4 PSRPA' s focused attention on PGV

5 because the use of gas has a huge

6 | npact on the health of

7 Phi | adel phi ans. And of course as

8 Counci | menber Ahmad said, those all

9 have costs too.

10 Pet rochem cal operations

11 I ncreases nortality and norbidity

12 for those living near it.

13 Expl osi ons, there have been four

14 honme expl osions in Philadel phia in

15 the | ast eight years, plus a snal

16 busi ness that just exploded tw ce

17 due to gas in Overbrook.

18 Respiratory issues, 12% of

19 chi | dhood asthma can be attri buted

20 to gas stoves. And of course,

21 gl obal warm ng, the main ingredient

22 in gas has 80 tines the gl obal

23 warmng inpact of carbon dioxide in

24 addition to the carbon di oxi de that
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1 Is emtted when gas burns.

2 According to the DEP,

3 hi storical ly Phil adel phia has had

4 si x days per year wth tenperatures

5 over 95. By 2050, that nunber is

6 projected to be 21 to 34 days over

7 95 annually. There are about four

8 | eaks for every mle of PGW

9 pi peline, and intentional releases

10 are an essential part of the gas

11 system and have a huge climte

12 | npact, not to nention accidents.

13 One in Pennsylvania in 2022

14 accounted for 10% of our year's

15 em ssi ons.

16 Energy affordability is

17 al so of course a serious health

18 | ssue, and gas is getting nore

19 expensi ve for several reasons.

20 Demand for gas, as nentioned by

21 others, is decreasing, and PGWN's

22 custoner base is shrinking with

23 I nfrastructure costs skyrocketing,

24 which led to a rate case a year
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179




Conmi ttee on Fi nance

173

1 ago, which PSRPA intervened in.

2 We opposed both PGW s

3 proposed weat her nornalization

4 adj ust nent increase, which has

5 already led to very high bills in

6 the past. And they wanted a

7 revenue guarantee, which would have

8 al l owed themto charge nore even

9 when we were using less. In

10 settlenent, they agreed to throw

11 out the revenue guarantee.

12 What | woul d ask for

13 Counci | menbers going forward is

14 beyond these conmttee

15 conversations, we have a | ot of

16 expertise to share. W intervene

17 In PUC cases. W study the future

18 of gas proceedi ngs across the

19 country. W see huge potential in

20 geothermal and we're talking with

21 nei ghbors who are aski ng questions

22 about their health. And | ask you

23 to demand transparency and

24 accountability from PGN especially
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1 as PGWNs answer to its crisis has
2 not been to think proactively about
3 ei ther shrinking wth demand or

4 transitioning to a non-gas

5 al ternative business nodel. Their
6 plan is to expand gas operations

7 I ndustrially.

8 In this budget, they

9 were asking for, |ike we talked

10 about, 182 mllion replacenent of
11 the Port Richnond LNG facility that
12 woul d have increased capacity by
13 30% | appreciate Dr. Ahnad's

14  question today and the

15 conversations we've had wth you,
16 Counci | menber Driscoll. W hope
17 you wll all engage wth deep

18 oversight in the fall when they'l]|
19 propose a public-private
20 partnership for this facility.
21 Resi denti al custoners,
22 residents inpacted by gas, and
23 workers whose pensions nust be
24 secured should be at the center of
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this conversation. Thanks for your
time, and | hope that we can
conti nue these conversations over
the sumrer for nore opportunities
for oversight in the fall and
beyond. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
very much for your testinony and we
appreciate you comng in this
af t er noon.

Are there any further
W t nesses to provide public comment
on Bill Nos. 260511 and 2605127

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Anyone here whose nane
has not been call ed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Seeing none, we
t hank you al so very nuch. Pausing
to notate for the record the

presence of Council menber Jim

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




176
Conmi ttee on Fi nance

1 Harrity, who has al so been

2 appointed to the commttee

3 tenporarily for today by Council

4 Presi dent Johnson. W thank you

5 very much for your flexibility.

6 Thank you al so very nuch.

7 Clerk, wll you please
8 call the next panel we have to

9 testify on Bill No. 260299. And
10 prior tothat, I'd like to

11 recogni ze ny col | eague

12 Counci | menber Rue Landau for

13 remar ks.

14 COUNCI LWOVAN  LANDAUL

15 Thank you. Thank you, Chair, and
16 t hank you, everyone. Just a few
17 points. Thank you for being here
18 today. Many of you know that |

19 served as the Executive Director of
20 t he Phil adel phi a Conm ssi on on
21 Human Rel ations and the Fair
22 Housi ng Conmmi ssion for nore than a
23 decade.
24 Wiile there, | saw the
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1 prof ound i npact the agencies had on
2 t housands of famlies and

3 I ndi vi dual s t hroughout the city.

4  That would not have been possible

5 wthout the tireless efforts and

6 I ntentionality of comm ssioners who
7 do the work to steer the Conm ssion
8 and the dedicated staff.

9 The Fair Housi ng

10 Commi ssi on serves as one of the

11 city's nost inportant safeguards

12 for renters, investigating

13 conpl ai nts, enforcing housing

14 protections, and providi ng many

15 tenants with a lifeline to

16 chal | enge unfair rental practices
17 before seeing a courtroom \Wen

18 rights are violated, people turn to
19 the Fair Housi ng Comm ssion. The
20 sol e four enployees there take on a
21 | arger and | arger workl oad every
22 year.
23 This year they've

24 handl ed 600 cases. Next year, they
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1 expect this nunber to grow even

2 nore. Wth Council nenber

3 O Rourke's new Safe and Heal t hy

4 Homes bill in effect, that nunber
5 is likely to reach 700 or higher.
6 By better supporting the

7 comm ssi oners who hear cases, ny
8 | egi sl ation to increase the

9 commissioner's stipend to $100 per
10 meeting and a $14, 000 annual cap
11 Wi Il reduce wait tinmes and increase
12 t he nunber of hearings the

13 comm ssi oners can hol d.

14 It's just sinple math.
15 More hearings and neetings nean
16 | ower wait times for cases to be
17 heard, nore cases being cl osed and
18 nore Phil adel phians' rights

19 protected. As you all know, 1've
20 spent ny career rooted in fair
21 housi ng and tenants' rights. And
22 I n honor of ny dear friend Dave
23 Ram er, the fornmer Chair of the

24 Fair Housing Conmm ssion, who passed
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1 away in 2024, |'m working as hard
2 as | can to support the D rector of
3 the Fair Housing Conm ssion to get
4 a full conplenent of conmm ssioners
5 and to get a new budget funding for
6 staff that wll be able to do the
7 work of the Comm ssion, and with

8 this legislation to increase the

9 stipend for comm ssioners and

10 expand the annual cap to cover all
11 the necessary neetings to do the
12 work of the people.

13 Dave and | tal ked about
14 this many tinmes when he was alive,
15 that they are doing this work from
16 their hearts and for peanuts, and
17 now that the volune is so high that
18 the caps have to be extended. |I'm
19 excited to nove forward with this
20 today, and | urge the Finance

21 Commttee to support this bill.

22 Thank you very nuch.

23 COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE

24 RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
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1 very nmuch, Council nenber Landau.

2 So glad that you are here and

3 notati ng your support for Bill No.
4  260299.

5 Clerk, wll you please

6 call the first panel we have to

7 testify on Bill No. 260299.

8 THE CLERK: WII|, Renee
9 Chenault Fattah, Executive

10 Di rector, Phil adel phia Conmm ssi on
11 on Human Rel ati ons and Phi | adel phi a
12 Fai r Housi ng Conm ssi on.

13 (Wtnesses approached

14 W tness table.)

15 COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE

16 RI CHARDSON: Thank you so much for
17 bei ng here. Please state your nane
18 for the record and then proceed

19 wth your testinony.
20 MS5. CHENAULT FATTAH:
21 Good afternoon, Chairperson Gl nore
22 Ri chardson and nenbers of the
23 Fi nance Commttee. M nane is

24 Renee Chenault Fattah, and |I'mthe
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1 Executive Director of the

2 Phi | adel phi a Comm ssi on on Human

3 Rel ati ons, PCHR and the Fair

4 Housi ng Comm ssion FHC. | am here

5 today in ny capacity though as the

6 Executive Director of the Fair

7 Housi ng Commi ssion in support of

8 Bill No. 260299, which was

9 I ntroduced by Counci |l nenber Landau.

10 Thank you so nuch for your support

11 in this. Thank you.

12 Alittle bit of history:

13 The Fair Housing Conm ssion was

14 founded in 1962 to enforce the

15 city's fair housing ordinance. In

16 the early '90s, PCHR was asked to

17 staff the Fair Housing Conm ssion

18 to save noney to address the city's

19 financial crisis. Since that tine,

20 we have operated under one budget

21 but separate comm ssions. The

22 comm ssioners of the Fair Housing

23 neet twce a week to conduct public

24 hearings on properties in which
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1 tenants all ege are unsafe or in bad
2 condi ti on.

3 Qur conm ssi oners hear

4 testinony. They exam ne evidence

5 to determ ne whether an unfair

6 rental practice has taken place.

7 They verify that | andl ords have

8 necessary rental |icenses and

9 certificates and are neeting ot her
10 requi renments ensuring habitability.
11 If there is a violation,

12 comm ssioners issue orders and it's
13 all to enforce the fair housing

14 or di nance.

15 Despite the vol une of

16 work, which you heard Counci | nenber
17 Landau refer to, and the fact that
18 they neet twi ce a week, the stipend
19 for housing conm ssioners is $85 a
20 day, while Human Rel ati ons
21 conm ssioners, who neet only tw ce
22 a nonth receive a $100 a day
23 stipend. Under the code, both
24 comm ssions right now are capped at
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$8, 500 a year.

Today | am overjoyed to
support Counci | nenber Landau's
bill, which anends the code section
entitled "Fair Housi ng Conm ssi on”

I n Section 20-304 of The

Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled
"Conpensation for Menbers of

Boar ds, Comm ssions, Conmm ttees,
and Councils." This bill would

rai se the conpensation paid to
menbers of the Fair Housing

Comm ssion to $100 a neeting. This
I ncrease puts the Fair Housing
Commi ssion per neeting in line wth
conpar abl e boards and conm ssi ons

t hroughout the Gty of

Phi | adel phi a.

The total conpensation,
as you heard, would be capped at
$14,000 a year, and that's just for
the Fair Housing Conmi ssi oners.

The increase in the yearly stipend

I S necessary to accommobdate the
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nunber of neetings the Fair Housi ng
Comm ssion holds as well as to
address the high vol unme of cases

t he Comm ssi on consi ders.

The caseload is, as you
al so heard, likely to increase
because of additions to inportant
protections afforded to tenants
under recent changes in the fair
housi ng ordi nance. |'m happy to
address any questions you m ght
have.

COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
very nmuch for being here and thank
you for your testinony.

Are there any questions
for this witness and for this
panel ?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: All right. Seeing
none, thank you.

M5. CHENAULT FATTAH:
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1 Thank you.

2 COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE

3 RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
4 very, very nuch for your patience
5 and thank you for being here this
6 afternoon.

7 M5. CHENAULT FATTAH: |
8 would have waited all day for this
9 stipend, so thank you.

10 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

11 RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you,
12 t hank you so very nuch.

13 Are there any further
14 wi tnesses here whose nanes have not
15 been cal | ed?

16 (No response.)

17 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

18 RI CHARDSON: |s there anyone el se
19 here to provide public comrent

20 whose nane has not been call ed?

21 (No response.)

22 COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE

23 RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Seeing none, we

24  thank you very, very nuch for your
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1 testinony. W will now proceed
2 wthour last bill. It is our |ast
3 bill for coll eagues who are
4 listening, Bill No. 260521.
5 Clerk, wll you please
6 call the first panel to testify on
7 Bill No. 260521.
8 THE CLERK: First panel,
9 Shar ol yn Murphy, Ri sk Manager.
10 (Wtnesses approached
11 W tness table.)
12 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
13 RI CHARDSON: Thank you so nuch for
14 bei ng here. Please state your nane
15 for the record and then you can
16 proceed wth your testinony.
17 And | also just wanted
18 to recogni ze again that our Council
19 President was here earlier in the
20 hearing | believe for this
21 | egi sl ation. So pl ease proceed.
22 Thank you.
23 M5. MJURPHY: Sharol yn

24 Mur phy. Good afternoon,
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1 Chai rperson Gl nore R chardson and

2 menbers of the Finance Conmmttee.

3 My nane is Sharolyn Murphy, and |

4 serve as the Ri sk Manager for the

5 City of Philadelphia. | amhere to

6 testify on Bill No. 260521. This

7 bill would create a presunption

8 that the famlies of a certain

9 cl ass of enployee who commt

10 suicide are entitled to pension

11 benefits. Because the city

12 prioritizes prevention prograns, it

13 opposes this bill.

14 Background: The

15 Pennsyl vani a Wrkers' Conpensati on

16 Act specifically precludes benefits

17 for intentionally self-inflicted

18 injury or death. Historically,

19 Pennsyl vani a courts treated suicide

20 as a voluntary, intentional act

21 t hat severed the workpl ace causal

22 rel ati onshi p connection. Over tine

23 however, Pennsylvania courts

24 adopt ed a nore nuanced franmework
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1 that was nore beneficial to

2 grieving famlies, nanely the chain
3 of causation test.

4 The chain of causation

5 test provides that if a workpl ace

6 injury |leads to a severe nental

7 di sturbance, the worker's rational
8 judgnent becones obscured. Because
9 t he individual |acks nornal

10 rati onal control over their

11 choices, the act of suicide is

12 | egally viewed as involuntary,

13 rather than intentionally self-

14 inflicted. This framework has |ed
15 to an increased recognition of

16 sui ci de deaths while maintaining an
17 enphasi s on work rel ati onshi p.

18 Bill 260521 would create
19 a presunption that first responders
20 who commt suicide did so as a
21 result of vague criteria that
22 hardly touches upon the
23 conplexities of the causes of the
24 I 1l ness. Research consistently
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1 denonstrates that suicide is

2 multifactorial and may invol ve nany
3 personal , soci o-denographic,

4 medi cal and econom c factors.

5 Frequently, factors associated wth
6 suicide include intimte partner

7 probl ens and physical health

8 probl ens. Those ot her factors may
9 be a bigger factor than events at
10 wor K.

11 Preserving human life

12 and health is a shared and

13 fundanental value. The city fully
14 enbraces this responsibility and

15 remains commtted to supporting the
16 nmental health and well-being of its
17 enpl oyees. The city supplies a

18 nunber of supports in this regard.
19 "1l start with the

20 medi cal examner's office. The

21 city's nmedical examner's unit is a
22 fully equi pped unit that is very

23 capabl e of managi ng nedi cal and

24 psychol ogi cal matters that nmay
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1 | npact our sworn officers. They
2 have a unit that includes a nedical
3 director who is Dr. Jordan Burnett,
4 Barnett rather. He is a Board-
5 Certified energency nedical
6 physi ci an who has extensive
7 experience in energency nedical
8 servi ces and peer-to-peer support.
9 W also have a clinical
10 psychol ogi st, Dr. Keyoni Rogers,
11 who specializes in nental health
12 i1l ness and the police community.
13 The fire departnent has
14 a peer support teamthat responds
15 to critical incidents and provides
16 outreach to personnel foll ow ng
17 traumatic events. Peers often
18 followup later with a visit to the
19 firehouse in the follow ng days to
20 ensure continued support. In
21 addition to peer support, which is
22 avai l able 24/ 7, the fire depart nent
23 al so offers inhouse initiatives
24  that address substance use
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1 awar eness, trauma recognition and

2 sui ci de prevention. And Local 22

3 and the fire departnent have an

4 enpl oyee assi stance programthat

5 offers a weal th of behavi oral

6 heal t h resources focused on

7 ensuring nmenbers and their famlies

8 have confidential, professional and

9 accessi bl e support when they need

10 it.

11 The police departnent's

12 mental health response prioritizes

13 prevention, resilience, and | ong-

14 termwellness as critical elenents

15 of effective | aw enforcenent.

16 Dr. Andrew Best, Jr. is the

17 Director of the Health and Well ness

18 Di vision for the police departnent.

19 He | eads the departnent's efforts

20 to support the physical, nental,

21 and enotional well-being of sworn

22 and civilian personnel.

23 These efforts include

24 the conpletion of the police
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1 departnent's suicide investigation

2 protocol, the strengthening of the

3 I nternal enpl oyee assi stance

4 program establishnent of an

5 ext ernal enpl oyee assi stance

6 program t hrough Penn Medi ci ne, and

7 supporting a dedi cated peer support

8 program At the federal |evel, the

9 Public Safety O ficer Benefit

10 Program provi des death and

11 disability paynents for first

12 responders, and it has expanded its

13 coverage to include suicides, PTSD,

14 and other nental health conditions

15 resulting fromtraunas.

16 El i gi bl e survivors get a

17 | unp sum paynent of nore than

18  $460,000 in 2026, plus educational

19 assi stance. Notably, the state of

20 Pennsyl vani a has not passed

21 | egi sl ati on extendi ng benefits to

22 first responders who comm t

23 suicide. And | just wanted to note

24  that during the process of these
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1 hearings, the Adm nistration has
2 been working with Council on
3 | anguage to anend what was
4 submtted. And we understand that
5 t hose anendnents have been accepted
6 and we appreciate your partnership
7 in this regard insofar as the
8 | anguage i s concerned. Thank you.
9 But with that said, | do
10 want to stress that it's
11 uni versally accepted that
12 preserving life and health is
13 paranmount. This priority aligns
14 wth the Admnistration's
15 obj ectives. For this reason, the
16 city is constrained from supporting
17 this bill. This concludes ny
18 testinony and | am happy to answer
19 the commttee's questions.
20 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
21 RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
22 very nmuch for your testinony. 1[|'d
23 ask that we call the next panel and
24 then we'll take questions.
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1 kay. Are there any

2 questions for the first panel --

3 well, we'll do questions first. So

4 are there any questions from --

5 okay. We'Ill recognize Dr. Ahnad

6 and then Counci |l nenber Landau.

7 kay. And then we'll nove to the

8 next panel.

9 COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:

10 Thank you, Madam Chair.

11 Good afternoon. |'m

12 sorry. But it just seens extrenely

13 cruel what you just testified.

14 That's just basic cruelty. W're

15 asking for famlies who are |eft

16 behi nd and for us to say that the

17 wor k does not have an inpact in the

18 mental health, the kind of work

19 they do, rushing into situations

20 that we all rush to leave. 1'm not

21 conpr ehendi ng why we are doing

22 this.

23 Wiy woul d we not i ncl ude

24 survivors of those who have
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1 perished to do this -- |I'mjust

2 trying to wap ny head around that.
3 And | just wanted to ask you what

4 wll this expanding benefit cost?

5 And was the cost already funded in
6 t he FY27 budget? What would this

7 cost ?

8 M5. MURPHY: So before |
9 get to the cost, | wanted to

10 address the cruelty, because that's
11 not our intention at all. Qur

12 intention is to focus on the

13 preservation of life. This is a

14 huge human probl em dealing with

15 sui cides, and the Adm nistration is
16 focusing on preserving life.

17 That's never cruel. That's always
18 our intention, to keep people

19 alive. And famlies that we've
20 tal ked to regarding this issue,
21  when we tal k about benefits and we
22 tal k about preserving life, they
23 al ways enphasi ze preservation of
24 |ife and benefits that we provide
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1 to the famlies --

2 COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:

3 Excuse ne. | need to interrupt

4 you. W can always work on

5 prevention, but that doesn't take

6 away that suicides do happen and

7 wll happen. And for us to say

8 that their survivors don't deserve

9 anyt hi ng because we're just going

10 to put all our efforts into

11 preservation and if soneone goes

12 ahead and does die by suicide, oh

13 well. Is that --

14 M5. MJURPHY: That's

15 not --

16 COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:

17 Well, that's what it's sounding

18 | i ke. \Whether you're intending to

19 say that or not, what it's sounding

20 like is, oh, we're going to put all

21 our resources in preventing this,

22 and then if one person slips

23 t hrough, too bad --

24 M5. MJURPHY: That's not
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1 it at all.

2 COUNCI LWOMAN AHVAD: - -
3 you're survivors, too bad. Because
4 that's what |I'm hearing when you

5 say this. And to ne, this is

6 deeply cruel. But | do want to

7 under stand what is the cost

8 associated wth this.

9 M5. MURPHY: Wth all

10 due respect, we're not saying to

11 the famlies, so be it. Wat we're
12 saying to the famlies is we hear
13 you. We hear you that you don't

14 want any other famlies to go

15 t hrough what you've gone t hrough.
16 So we want to focus on preserving
17 life. W want to focus on

18 preventi on.

19 Counci | menber, if we get
20 that right, we never get to the
21 second question. And it is our aim
22 in this Admnistration to get it
23 right to preserve life. But wth
24 respect to your question regarding
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1 cost, the Pension Fund has not had
2 the actuarial analysis conpleted
3 regarding this legislation. But |
4 wll say this, that the expectation
5 is that we'll have nore
6 applications in light of this
7 ordi nance, and the pension benefit
8 regardi ng death is a very generous
9 benefit. So you'll have nore
10 applications at a higher cost to
11 t he Pensi on Fund.
12 COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD: |
13 am-- | have no words to say.
14 First, you haven't done the
15 analysis to tell us what it'll cost
16 and say it's prohibitive. W just
17 heard we give away mllions of
18 dollars to sone preferred devel oper
19 here for housing, and we can't give
20 noney to survivors of -- this is --
21 | am outraged that in the sane
22 hearing we are hearing these two
23 juxtaposed, and it just tells nme we
24 are losing our humanity if we are
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1 trying to push this side of

2 nonsense.

3 So you have to testify.

4 This is not at you. |'mjust

5 saying the kind of focus you're

6 putting on this prevention, of

7 course if there's prevention, you

8 don't have to put out any noney, so

9 let's do it. Let's have

10 prevention. But in case there is a

11 need, then we have this support for

12 t hose who survive. So | don't

13 under stand how you can sit here and

14 say we don't support this bill.

15 But thank you very nuch,

16 Madam Chair. | really --

17 M5. MURPHY: What | wil|

18 say to that is that we do have |ots

19 of resources for famly nenbers and

20 we never step away fromt hat

21 responsibility. W just want to

22 enphasi ze that life is the ultimte

23 | ssue here, preserving it. But we

24 al so do have supports for famly
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1 menber s.

2 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

3 RI CHARDSON: |'mjust going to be

4 honest. This is real rough. This

5 I's real rough, because many of us

6 in this room have | ost | oved ones

7 to this very issue and fol ks that

8 we actually know who have worked

9 for the City of Phil adel phia

10 previously who we have lost. This

11 one is alittle rough. ay. And

12 It does feel a little cruel.

13 And obviously, we all

14 want to do all that we can from a

15 prevention standpoi nt, but that

16 does not al ways happen. And this

17 feels a little rough. And so, |I'm

18 going to recogni ze Counci | menber

19 Landau and recogni ze Counci | menber

20 Harrity, who | know has recently

21 experienced a |l oss. Ckay.

22 Counci | menber Landau.

23 COUNCI LWOVAN L ANDAUL

24  Thank you, Chair. | will be brief.
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1 Il wll start by saying

2 in nmy years now of serving on

3 Council, this is possibly the

4 saddest and nost bizarre testinony

5 |'ve ever heard fromthe

6 Admnistration. It is so painful

7 and so deep and cruel, that it is a

8 little shocking that it's so public

9 and a matter of fact.

10 Absol utely, we should

11 I nvest in everything we possibly

12 can for nental health services and

13 | i fesaving services of all of our

14 enpl oyees, not just those fol ks on

15 the front line. That's what we

16 should do. Prevention is extrenely

17 I nportant. This has nothing to do

18 wth that. Wat we're asking for

19 Is to have these benefits go to

20 survivors when there's service

21 connected, these are death

22 benefits. And you are now parsing

23 out acceptable types of death and

24 unaccept abl e types of death and |
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1 find that outrageous.

2 PTSD is real. Trauma is
3 real. Trauma from fol ks who are on
4 the front line is especially real.
5 W should do everything we can to

6 support them and their famlies

7 every single day are hoping that

8 their | oved ones conme hone from

9 work and it does not matter how

10 sonebody passes. But suicide is

11 real. It is painful. It harns

12 famlies. It trickles down for

13 generations. W absolutely nust

14 provi de the benefits.

15 And the fact that you

16 don't have the cost here today is
17 extra disturbing. But |I wll ask
18 the question, in the past three

19 years, each year how many of our
20 city enployee staff in these
21 categories have died of suicide?
22 M5. MJURPHY: To answer
23  your question, right now we've only

24 had a very small nunber of
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1 enpl oyees who' ve passed from

2 suicide. Mst of the suicides that
3 cone through risk managenent wil|

4 be the suicides that have a work-

5 rel ationship conponent. |If there's
6 not a work-relationship conponent,
7 ri sk managenent may never hear

8 about the suicide. So fortunately
9 for the city, our nunbers have been
10 very snmall. But today, | can't

11 gi ve you an exact nunber of

12 sui ci des for our enployees in the
13 Cty of Philadel phia for the |ast
14 t hree years.

15 COUNCI LWOVAN  LANDAU:

16 Thankful ly, the nunber is very,

17 very small. Thankfully, we wll

18 even be working to reduce that

19 very, very small nunber. |If the
20 nunber is so small, give those
21 famlies those benefits.
22 COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
23 RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you,

24 Counci | renber Landau - -
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1 M5. MURPHY: Can |

2 respond?

3 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

4 Rl CHARDSON: Pardon ne one nonent.

5 Pl ease allow nme to recogni ze

6 Counci | menmber Harrity, and then

7 we'll recognize you for response.

8 COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:

9 Thank you, Madam Chair.

10 |"mgoing to try to keep

11 my anger in check because |'ve been

12 known to go a little off. But as a

13 son of a police officer and a

14 grandson of a firefighter, this is

15 conpl etel y outrageous, outrageous.

16 |'ve seen ny father's friends who

17 are on the police force comm t

18 suicide. It's not seen. |It's not

19 sonet hing that people admt,

20 especially police officers and

21 first responders who are trained

22 that they are above that kind of

23 thing. They're the protectors. So

24 for themto go to admt doesn't
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happen |i ke that.

And as Kathy said, |
| ost a friend of mne a few nonths
ago, right. This guy had
everything by sight that you can
| magi ne sonebody would want. He
didn't have no noney issues. He
owned a successful business, but he

decided to take his owmn life for

reasons we still don't know to this
day.

Sonme nental illnesses
are seen. |'ve said this before.

I"'mvery well-versed in this. This
isn't ny first rodeo when it cones
to this. | grewup in a rough
nei ghbor hood where a | ot of ny
friends died when they were young,
and a lot of themtook their own
lives when they were young.

For you to say in one
breath that the nunber is a very
smal | nunber and then in the other

breath say that the city can't
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1 afford to cover this is outrageous,
2 especially our first responders,

3 but any city enployee. There's a
4 | ot of stress that conmes with this,
5 right. There's a stigma. So if

6 they tell sonebody they're afraid
7 that they're going to be punished,
8 that they're going to be put on

9 desk duty, that they're not going
10 to be able to do their job, and

11 that al one is another nental bl ock
12 for them because they can't speak
13 about it because that's not who

14 they are. They're that guy that
15 runs into the burning building.

16 They' re that person, that woman

17 that runs at the bullets.

18 You don't think when

19 they get hone at night they're not
20 crying to thenselves. |'ve seen
21 it. M father suffered from post-
22 traumatic stress from Vi et nam

23 ended up in the police departnent

24 where it just got worse. Because
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1 as you said, people were waiting

2 for himto say sonething. But a

3 speci al forces veteran from Vi et nam

4 and a police officer isn't going to

5 tell anybody sonething |like that,

6 you understand. So there is no way

7 to know. You can do all the

8 prevention you want.

9 And this isn't directed
10 towards you. You have a job to do.
11 "' m thoroughly disappointed in ny
12 city. [I'mthoroughly disappointed
13 wth this Admnistration, that this
14 would be the stance they are taking
15 when you, yourself, testified that
16 the nunber is so small that you
17 don't even knowit. So what are we
18 even tal king about here, nma'am |
19 know it's not your decision, but
20 you're in the room This is not
21 going to over well in this Council.
22 | think that you should
23 | ook into your stances on this and
24 | would ask that you reconsider.
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Because if you don't, then one of
us is just going to legislate that
you have to anyway, and | don't
care what (inaudible). Thank you.

M5. MJRPHY:

Counci | menber Harrity --

COUNCI LWOVMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you so nuch,
Counci | menber Harrity.

The Chair now recogni zes
our risk manager.

M5. MJURPHY: Thank you,
Counci | menber Harrity. And you and
| have spoken about this before.

My heart goes out to you for this
situation with your famly, it
really does. And we've actually
spoken to ot her people who have

| ost | oved ones, siblings, children
and we know the pain that's
associated with that.

But | will tell you
this: Everyone that we've spoken

to has said prevention was the key,
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1 that noney can't bring their |oved
2 one back. But what we can do as an
3 Admnistration is prevent this from
4 happeni ng to anyone el se. And we
5 hear them and that's what they say
6 tous. It's not our intention to
7 be --
8 COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
9 Bul | --
10 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
11 Rl CHARDSON: One nonent. One
12 nonent .
13 M5. MURPHY: It is what
14 they're saying to us and that's
15 what we're focusing on. And we too
16 as a city have to prioritize what
17 we can and what we cannot do. But
18 | tell you this for a fact, what we
19 are aimng to dois to elimnate
20 this epidemc fromthe City of
21 Phi | adel phia. And the nunbers are
22 small, thanks in large part to all
23 of the efforts that we have put
24 into prevention and we w ||
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1 continue to fight that fight.

2 So we invite you to join
3 us in that fight to save lives

4 because you have a very powerf ul

5 voi ce because of your experience,

6 but we will continue to push this

7 | ssue of prevention because we want
8 to save every |life that we possibly
9 can. And you know that the city

10 doesn't have unlimted resources,
11 we don't. But we put our resources
12 to where the priorities should be,
13 and we believe that it should be

14 with prevention. So we just thank
15 you for your efforts to support us
16 i n that.

17 COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:

18 Prevention --

19 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

20 RI CHARDSON: And this is what |'m
21 going to do. Hold on --

22 COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: - -
23 Is fine and dandy and I'mfor all

24  the prevention you want. But you
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1 go l ook in those kids' eyes whose
2 father or nother just commtted

3 suicide and then explain to them

4 how they're going to eat next week
5 because the Cty of Phil adel phia

6 won't cover the fact that their

7 parent di ed because they suffered
8 from PTSD that we gave them we

9 gave them

10 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

11 RI CHARDSON: Thank you,

12 Counci | menber Harrity. | am going
13 to respectfully request as Chair,
14 we are going to proceed fromthis
15 particul ar panel and ask that Panel
16 2 pl ease approach the wtness table
17 so that we can take Panel 2's

18 testinony, because this is -- okay.
19 As Chair, please Panel 2.
20 THE CLERK: W |
21 Dr. Melissa Rice, co-founder of
22 First Responders Mental Health
23 Synposi um Thomas Kane, union

24 menber of |International Associ ation
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of Firefighters Local 22; and
Bri anna Wakefield will be reading
for Regan Faul k. Pl ease approach.

(Wtnesses approached
W tness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. And then for
the record, we also have witten
testinmony fromJohn C. Becker, Jr.,
Et hos Treatnent; Emly Child G ay
as well for the record. And for
everyone who's here, particularly
Counci | menber Harrity, for everyone
who' s here wat ching on Channel 64
or listening online and for those
who wi Il rewatch this hearing
afterwards, | amvery sorry. | am
very, very sorry.

And if there's anyone
| i steni ng who needs hel p or
support, know that we are here for
you. GCkay. So | just want to
apol ogi ze for just how traumatic

and triggering |I'msure that was
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1 for so many people and/or famlies
2 who may have been inpacted through
3 t he years.
4 Pl ease state your nane
5 for the record and proceed with
6 your testinony.
7 DR RICEE M nane is
8 Melissa Rice, and |'mrepresenting
9 the First Responders Synposi um of
10 Phi | adel phia. A few years ago |
11 was asked to put together and speak
12 at a synposiumfor first
13 responders. And | asked the
14 question why ne. |[|'ve been a
15 mental health advocate for years,
16 but | have never been a first
17 responder so how could | relate to
18 t hese peopl e.
19 When | started
20 organizing it and neeting with
21 t hese speakers on Zoom | could
22 just feel their stories, their pain
23 of losing |loved ones, of struggling
24 with post-traumatic stress
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1 disorder, and I knew there was a

2 reason | was here. | knew that

3 although | couldn't experience what
4 they went through on the job, we

5 all had nental health. W all had
6 things going on. And if we could
7 start the conversation and talk

8 about nental health issues and

9 bring this awareness about, it's
10 very inportant. But we have to

11 focus on those |eft behind who are
12 | ost to suicide, those famly

13 menbers, particularly |I nmet Regan,
14  whose husband was a Phil adel phi a
15 police officer, died by suicide,

16 | eaving 2-nonth-old twns at hone.
17 Her health care was

18 being cut off, funeral expenses and
19 she's neant to dealt with that, but
20 all the grief she's facing. |[|'ve
21 heard this twce already. W're
22 very lucky it's a |low nunber. Do
23 you know why it's a | ow nunber?

24 Because it's not in uniform It's
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1 at hone. Also, if you have

2 addi ction or overdose, suicide and
3 overdose statistics are not

4 accurate because they w il | abel

5 t hem as an overdose or a suicide

6 when it could have been either/or.
7 So we don't even know t he exact

8 nunbers of this.

9 If you | ook at the

10 stats, 13.5 of out of 100, 000

11 peopl e represent the general

12 popul ation that will die by

13 suicide. 18 or 19 of first

14 responders out of 100,000 represent
15 that. It may not seemlike a big
16 junp, but going from13 to 18

17 because of the high-stress

18 pressures of this job and going

19 fromone scene to the next scene to
20 t he next scene w thout being able
21 to cope with what happened, if |
22 was in a traumatic situation, |
23 would have tine to back off and
24 cope.
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1 They are literally

2 risking their lives every day going
3 I nto scene, scene and not being

4 able to cope with these things.

5 And you want to tal k about

6 prevention? Trust ne, there's a

7 | ot of prevention. This man

8 sitting next to ne, peer support,

9 enpl oyee assi stance, | have sat in
10 with his firefighters and done

11 wor kshops with him

12 ' ve done workshops with
13 t he Phil adel phi a Police Depart nent
14 who just started their peer support
15 program w t h Sergeant Jani ne Brown.
16 So there is prevention happening.
17 | don't want to hear that. There
18 are conferences, there are

19 synposi uns, there i s awareness.
20 But when soneone is struggling wth
21 post-traumati c stress di sorder or
22 nmental illness, you |look at ny
23 life, my life's perfect. You think

24 at 15 playing sports, having a
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1 great life with famly, | thought |
2 was going to attenpt to end ny

3 life? No. Wiy, because |I'm

4 struggling so nuch. And | | ook at
5 that struggle and then | see it

6 tinmes a mllion by these first

7 responders who are struggling every
8 day with these scenes that they're
9 seei ng.

10 And | forget the one

11 person that's closest to ne. M
12 husband, who served as a police

13 officer for only one year, and he
14 tal ked to ne the other day and |

15 forgot the situation he went

16 t hrough, that he was a rookie and
17 It was his first couple nonths and
18 he was called to a train station
19 where there was a suicide. He was
20 20- sonet hi ng years ol d and wal ked
21 in, and what he saw of the remains
22 haunt ed hi m for nonths.

23 And you know what, | was

24 so young that | didn't know how to
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1 deal withit. And it's really

2 crazy that |'ve been in this work
3 since 21. [1'm 38, and the fact

4 that last week is the first tinme

5 |'ve renenbered he went through

6 this. | totally forgot ny own

7 husband went through that. And

8 al though he's not a police officer
9 anynore and |' m proud of the work
10 he does, | think of that one scene
11 and hi m waki ng up and hi mt hi nki ng
12 about this and that replaying in
13 hi s head, and wonder that these

14 first responders who were on the
15 job for | don't care if it's three
16 nonths to years about what they see
17 all the tinme, we have to focus on
18 these famli es.

19 And Regan, who was |eft
20 to raise her twns alone with no
21 medi cal benefits. Howis the

22 funeral going to get paid? W have
23 to start focusing because you know

24  what, our first responders serve
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1 us, but their famlies sacrifice so
2 much. And, yes, it's great that we
3 don't have a huge nunber of suicide
4 i n Philadel phia. But there are

5 reasons for that because those

6 nunbers are not being shown.

7 And | can 100%tell you
8 t hat one of the people that spoke

9 on the panel at the first responder
10 synposi umwas a police officer who
11  went in and found their coworker

12 who was supposed to be comng to

13 their shift, they didn't show up, a
14 police officer in Philadel phia

15 because they took their own life

16 that norning. So what does that

17 mean? Because they were hone in

18 their pajamas, taking their own

19 life fromthe stress of the job, we
20 don't focus on that person.

21 And | know you all are
22 i n support of this and | appreciate
23 it. But | have to testify with

24  this passion because nental health
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1 Is so inportant. And | prom se
2 nyself, | don't care if it's young
3 adults, kids, 3-year-olds all the
4 way up to first responders, to our
5 amazi ng ol der citizens, |'m going
6 to fight for nmental health. [|I'm
7 going to fight for prevention and
8 t hose resources, but |I'mal so going
9 to fight for supporting those
10 famlies that are left behind
11 because of suicide, because of
12 first responders who are literally
13 risking their lives for us and
14 those famlies that are
15 sacrificing. Thank you so nuch.
16 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
17 RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
18 very nuch for your testinony and
19 for being here and for sharing your
20 personal story.
21 Pl ease state your nane
22 for the record and proceed with
23  your testinony.
24 MR. KANE: Good
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1 afternoon. M nane is Thomas Kane.
2 |"mrepresenting Local 22. |I'm
3 al so a 34-year veteran of the
4 Phi | adel phia Fire Departnent.
5 Currently, ny position at Local 22
6 I s coordi nator of the peer support
7 team Mself and M ke Yeager,
8 retired Battalion Chief, started
9 out about 10 years ago. Wth the
10 departnent, |'mthe enpl oyee
11 relations officer. | oversee the
12 enpl oyee assi stance program
13 So our representative
14 fromrisk managenent did nention we
15 do have preventi on and we do, we
16 have tons of it. Al so nentioned
17 t he nmedi cal exam ner's office,
18 which we don't really deal wth
19 medi cal examner's office at all.
20 MEU, | believe, nedical evaluation
21 office, Dr. Barnett, who texted ne,
22 says, no, no, hasn't |ost anybody
23 yet. But we deal with this every
24 day.
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1 As a matter of fact,

2 today, today's a beautiful day. |

3 don't know if you noticed it.

4 Qutside, it's beautiful. But even

5 nore so when | stepped out of the

6 room | got a text and one of our

7 guys is okay. Last night he

8 wasn't. We were at his house until

9 about 1 o'clock in the norning and

10 he's okay. It's a beautiful day,

11 and for sone people it is and they

12 go on, they have nonents and

13 they're able to get past those

14 nonents. And sone people aren't.

15 And all the prevention you try, it

16 doesn't stop you fromtrying. You

17 can't stop every suicide, but you

18 can try and you don't stop trying.

19 And that's what we do.

20 We're out there. W talk to our

21 menbers. And so many things that

22 were said by you folks,

23 Counci | people, wth the |ast

24 testinony is so true. |It's like
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1 what do we need to say. You're

2 saying it all and it's so true.

3 W're out there. W have

4 trainings. W talk. | try and get

5 as close as | can to people to let

6 them know t he nessage, you're

7 | nportant, everything you do is

8 | nportant.

9 This job takes a | ot out
10 of us. It does. And suicide is a
11 result of this job at tines and
12 subst ance use and depression and a
13 | ot of things. But suicide is
14 there and sone folks -- like the
15 connection, | notice in there
16 there's | anguage about it has to be
17 certain things. Yes, yes, we can
18 t ake that and draw those |ines and
19 connect those dots, yes. And the
20 nunber is small. And that's great
21 that the nunber is small. | want
22 the nunber to be -- you want it to
23 be zero. It's not going to be
24  though, but we're going to do our
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best everything we can do.

And again, the
resources. Like | said, with Local
22 -- and | want to give credit to
t he peopl e who' ve hel ped ne out,
with Local 22 and within the
departnment. So when | got in this
position as ERO Comm ssi oner Thi el
was conmm ssioner at the tine.

After him Conmm ssioner Mirphy and
now Comm ssi oner Thonpson. 100%
support, they back nme up 100%

On the union side, Eddie
Mar ks, Andy Thomas before him and
M ke Bresnan now, 100% support. So
we have that commtnent at the top.
M ssy nentioned Regan. What's
Regan -- Regan is her first nane.
Regan Regan, right, how about that.
And Kevin was the police officer
who di ed and her benefits were to
be term nated.

And what happens is --
what coul d happen dependi ng on the
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1 person's situation, they could be
2 actually -- if sonebody conpl etes
3 sui cide on the 27th of the nonth,

4 three days later their benefits are
5 cut off, if they don't have the

6 right pension tine in and stuff

7 like that. That's what can happen.
8 This bill would take that to

9 anot her | evel where they're going
10 to have benefits throughout and it
11 makes a big difference. It really
12 does.

13 Li ke | said, we've had
14 enough sui cides that we' ve seen,

15 and they're fewer now too. They
16 are fewer. And that is a result of
17 prevention and the outreach we do
18 to our nmenbers. But again, there
19 are fol ks who can't cope. And |

20 don't want to say fail, but they
21 | ose the battle. And that's where
22 this coul d hel p.

23 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

24 RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
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1 for your decade of work, and | onger
2 than that, but decade of work

3 specifically in this area and your
4 34-plus years of service to the

5 city and all that you continue to
6 do. W certainly appreciate both
7 of you for being here, for staying
8 for the entire hearing and just

9 uplifting the inportance of the

10 work that you are doing.

11 Agai n, just for anyone
12 who's listening, you can call 988
13 for additional help or assistance.
14 But we want to just say thank you,
15 t hank you for the hard work that

16 you are doing. |It's hard work, but
17 it's heart work. So thank you

18 very, very nuch for that work.

19 Ckay.
20 Are there any questions
21 for these two witnesses before we
22 hear the reading of the testinony
23 on behal f of Regan Faul k?
24 Pl ease, Madam Vi ce-
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Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you very mnuch, Madam Chair.

And | want to thank you
all for being here, hearing the
testinmony. And getting a briefing
fromny coll eagues about sone of
the comentary and sone of the
decisions by the Adm nistration is
extrenely di sappointing. | can
only think of what it is |like, and
| praise God that | haven't had
thi s personal experience, but what
it is |like when you have a sudden
| oss, whether that be a hom cide, a
sui ci de, you know, a naturally-
occurring death and all of a
sudden, if to use your exanpl e,
sir, if you pass away let's say on
the 27th, that on the 30th now you
no | onger have benefits, and trying
to figure out and scranble and j ust
in the mdst of grief is just --

It's i nconprehensi bl e.
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1 The idea that we

2 woul dn't be nore thoughtful about

3 maki ng sure that people have what

4 they need to be able to get through

5 at least this grieving period. And

6 then far beyond that, there's so

7 much nore that we coul d be doing on

8 this issue around suicide and what

9 happens when a city enpl oyee

10 comm ts suicide.

11 But beyond that, we know

12 that there are certain positions

13 that are nore stressful than

14 others. W know that particularly

15 for police and for firefighters and

16 par amedi cs and, you know, there are

17 certain positions, | would say

18 correctional officers are in that

19 as well, and there's a nunber of

20 different positions, but we know

21 that those are positions that give

22 a level of stress or |evel of

23 stress on our enployees that sone

24 ot her positions likely don't affect
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1 themthe sane way. And so, wth

2 t he cause and effect.

3 For exanple, we used to
4 di spute that, say, for exanple,

5 asbest os caused cancer. There was
6 a tinme when we -- well, we said

7 t here was no connection, but we

8 know better now. And there was a

9 time when we said, okay, well, |ead
10 pai nt doesn't cause any sort of

11 | ssues with young children. W

12 know better now. W know t hat

13 there is a direct relationship

14 bet ween exposure to asbestos or

15 | ead paint or to the health effects
16 of an individual. So we should

17 al so by now know that those who are
18 in these very critical positions

19 are affected in a way that could
20 nore likely | ead to depression,
21 anxi ety and ultimtely suicide.
22 And we shoul d know that by now.
23 It's not a secret. |It's not hard

24 to figure out. This is sonething
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1 t hat you know.

2 To nme, it's kind of |ike

3 comon sense at this point. And

4 so, there's just so nuch nore that

5 we can do as a city. | think that

6 this bill is going to be a

7 ganmechanger and |' m happy to

8 support it. But even in supporting

9 it, | would like to see really the

10 city admnistration take a nore

11 conprehensive, just sort of enbrace

12 what it is that needs to happen

13 here. Just enbrace what we're

14 trying to do and help our city

15 enpl oyees do, you know, our city

16 enpl oyees and their famlies when

17 t hese occurrences happen.

18 Just as an aside, | have

19 a relative, ny sister, who works

20 for SEPTA and she works in the

21 subway system And on nore than

22 one occasi on, she's seen soneone

23 walk in front of a train. And so,

24  when peopl e see these kinds of
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traumati c events, when you tal ked
about your husband and how when he
saw a suicide victimand he just
repl ayed it over and over and over
in his mnd, there's an effect.
There is absolutely an effect. And
so, | say all that to say that,
Madam Chair, | look forward to
supporting this piece of
| egi sl ati on whol eheartedly.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
very nuch, Vice-Chair Bass.

The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | menber Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

| just wanted to state
for the record, Dr. Rice, thank you
for what you're doing. You are an
asset to the fire departnent. And,
Tom Kane, |'ve been follow ng your
career wwth admration for years.

Thank you for what you do for the
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men and wonen of Phil adel phia Fire
Departnment. We're lucky to have
you guys advocating for our fell ow
city workers, that we go to sleep
at night and they're awake waiting
for that call. So I just want

to -- I'll be supporting this bil
and t hank you.

MR. KANE: Thank you,
Counci | menber. Just want to add
one thing real quick, if | may.
One of the things like when | talk
to the folks, when | go out to the
stations and talk to them | always
try and throw this out there.
What's the nost inportant thing we
do every day? Go hone. And people
say save lives, do this and
everything. And yes, we're all
going to do all that anyway. But
the nost inportant thing we do is
go hone. And that's what we want
to do.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
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RI CHARDSON:  Thank you.

The Chair now recogni zes
Dr. Ahnmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHIVAD:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

| just have one
sentence. Thank you for your
humanity. We need not hing el se.
Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
both so nmuch for being here, and
t hank you again for all of your
work. And | just apol ogi ze for
today. It was very, very rough.

Brianna, if you could
approach the witness table to read
the testinony on behal f of Regan.
And | believe | was just reading
the previous transcript fromthe
| ast hearing that was in the
Committee on Public Safety. That
the witness you're reading

testinony on behalf of was at the
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1 | ast hearing on the Commttee on

2 Public Safety. Wthin the

3 transcript of that hearing, it did

4 notate the city gave a prelimnary

5 estimte of $1.3 mllion to $1.6

6 mllion to respond to Council nenber

7 Landau' s request, but that it could

8 potentially be nore than that. And

9 that was directly fromthe

10 transcri pt.

11 So, Brianna, please

12 approach. State your nane and then

13 the nane of the individual you're

14 giving testinony on behalf of and

15 read the testinony. Ckay.

16 (Wtness approached

17 W tness table.)

18 M5. WAKEFI ELD:  Good

19 afternoon, nenbers of the Commttee

20 on Finance. M nane is Brianna

21 Wakefield. |'mhere today to read

22 Regan Faul ks' testinony into the

23 record. They're going to know,

24 Kevin said to ne as we were
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1 standing in the | ocal energency

2 room Thur sday, Cctober 6th. Wo's
3 going to know what, | replied.

4 The departnment. They're
5 going to know sonething's w ong

6 wthnme. W're here and it'll be
7 reported back and I'I|l | ose ny job.
8 How is it possible that in the

9 m ddl e of a nental health crisis,
10 nmy husband' s bi ggest concern was
11 |l osing his job and his credibility.
12 Less than 36 hours later, he was
13 gone.

14 Cct ober 8, 2022, ny

15 world cane crashing down. | not

16 only becane a wi dow, but our twn
17 1l-year-old boys lost their father.
18 There's a |l ot of uncertainty

19 surroundi ng that day and what
20 happened and what went on. But
21 there's one thing I am 100% certain
22 about, and that's that ny husband
23 didn't have PTSD and wasn't in a

24 mental health crisis from spending
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1 time with his famly.
2 He had PTSD and was in
3 crisis because of the stressors of
4 this job. There's no question that
5 first responders are exposed to
6 nore traumatic events in their
7 career than the average human is in
8 their lifetime. 1In fact, they're
9 500 tinmes nore likely. And a study
10 done by First Health has showed
11 that first responders wtness
12 anywhere between 400 and 600
13 traumati c events in a 20-year
14 career.
15 85% of those people
16 report synptons related to nental
17 health conditions. 70% of that 85%
18 wll never use the nental health
19 resources provided to them 57%
20 say they don't ask for help because
21 they're scared of repercussions
22 associ ated. 40% specify that the
23 fear is being denoted or fired.
24 How is this possible?
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1 How can the nen and

2 wonen that put their |lives on the

3 line for all of us, day-in and

4 day-out, fear their own

5 departnents, scared of the benefits
6 that are being provided to them and
7 that they're working hard for?

8 Meanwhi l e, police and firefighters
9 are nore likely to die by suicide
10 than on the job. It just doesn't
11 add up.

12 I n Cctober 2020, ny

13 husband was on the front |ine of

14 the Walter Wallace riots, where he
15 was shot wth bricks, glass and a
16 mul titude of weapons, eventually

17 being injured in the line of duty.
18 Days after the riots, he got in an
19 email with information on howto
20 contact EAP. That was it. W
21 contacted EAP the week we got the
22 email. |t took four phone calls
23 and countless attenpts at getting
24 an appoi ntnent with soneone before
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1 we gave up.

2 I n Cctober of 2022, days
3 after Kevin's passing, | |ooked at
4 ny famly and said, we need to do

5 sonething, we can't just sit here

6 and | et this happen to other

7 people. That day we cane up with

8 Kevin Regan Fam |y Foundation. W
9 are a 501(c)(3) nonprofit

10 organi zation commtted to hel pi ng
11 famlies of fallen first responders
12 in the tri-state area, specifically
13 t hose who have taken their own

14 lives or who struggle with nental
15 i1l ness. W provide not only

16 financial relief, but also the

17 mental health resources needed to
18 support struggling frontline

19 fighters and their | oved ones.

20 We do the job that we

21 realized was so | acking after

22 Kevin's passing. W communi cate

23 wth the famlies, send initial

24 care packages, pay funeral costs,
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1 pay nortgages and do whatever we

2 can to provide benefits for the

3 famly. Because in a tine of great

4 unexpected | oss, noney shoul d never

5 be your first thought or burden.

6 W were born out of our very own

7 experi ence.

8 One, officers are scared

9 to use their health insurance.

10 They're scared of the big brother

11 aspect that the departnent has on

12 them Astonished at the statistics

13 of how many peopl e want or need

14 services, but won't use the ones

15 provi ded, we created a program

16 where first responders and their

17 famlies can sign up for nental

18 heal th services as well as regular

19 heal t h care anonynously, quickly

20 and at zero cost to you or your

21 famly.

22 Two, suicide in general,

23 but suicide related to PTSD is

24 sonmehow seen as | esser than death
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179




Conmi ttee on Fi nance

240

© 00 N oo o A~ W N B

N N NN P B R R R R R R R R
W N P O © 0 N O O M W N B O

24

than those that die in the |line of
duty. Suicide should be pursued as
rel entl essly as any ot her cop
killer, together, publicly and

w t hout unabating courage. | won't
stand here and di mnish in any way
t hose who nake the ultimte
sacrifice, those who get dressed
for work and never come hone.

Those peopl e are heroes.

My question is, howis
suicide different. Both are
tragedies at the job. M husband
put on that uniform nore days than
not, days, nights, weekends,
hol i days, anniversaries, birthdays,
you nane it. He left ne and the
ki ds at honme and went to work. The
only difference is his nental | oad
becane unbearable. And on that
day, he didn't drive hinself to
work. He took his own life in our
bedroom what was supposed to be

our safe space.
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1 We're all aware of what
2 happens when an officer dies in the
3 | ine of duty. There's an
4 out pouring of resources. There's
5 benefits for famlies. There's
6 stains to lift the enotional and
7 mental burden. \Wen an officer
8 dies of suicide, there is a quiet
9 and unconfortabl e, di shonorabl e,
10 qui et .
11 Three, noney shoul d
12 never be your first worry when you
13 | ose your person. About a week
14 after losing Kevin, | got a phone
15 call to let nme know that his |ast
16 check was comng to ne in the form
17 of a paper check. However, it was
18 only $900 because | had prorated
19 and stopped his salary the day he
20 died. | was also inforned that |
21 had only 18 days to find health
22 | nsurance because it would be
23 expiring on Cctober 31st for nyself
24 and ny ki ds.
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1 My son Decl an has Long
2 QI Syndrone, a syndrone that is

3 genetically inherited. In this

4 case, fromhis father. He sees a
5 cardi ol ogi st four tines per year.
6 He takes nedicine three tinmes per
7 day, every single day since he was
8 7 nmonths old. Wth police health
9 insurance that bottle is $10 a

10 nmonth. Qut of pocket or wth other
11 | nsurance, that can range anywhere
12 from $275 to $500 per nonth.

13 Seven days after Kevin
14 was gone, the panic set in:

15 nortgage bills, no health

16 I nsurance, twn toddlers, daycare,
17 everything hit ne Iike a ton of

18 bricks. Three days after that

19 panic, | returned to work, only 10
20 days after the nost traumatic | oss
21 of ny life. | sat back at the desk
22 I n Conshohocken, Pa, left ny kids
23 at hone wth their grandnother who

24 was using PTO, and | went to work
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1 all because the burden of noney and
2 |ife had just been dropped on ny

3  shoul ders.

4 | know many famlies

5 have had their health insurance in
6 days after the loss of their |oved
7 one. There is no nonetary benefit.
8 It's just you and your surroundi ng
9 famly left to pick up the pieces
10 of sonet hing you never want ed.

11 You' re subnerged into a life you
12 didn't choose. About two weeks

13 after the loss of Kevin and only a
14 week left of health insurance, |

15 realized | needed to stand up and
16 fight for sonmething. There was no
17 way | was able to survive on ny one
18 sal ary, and now addi ng health

19 I nsurance bills and copays.
20 | went to the FOP and
21  asked for health insurance for
22 nyself and the kids. |If | couldn't
23 have his salary, could | at |east

24 have health i nsurance. The
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1 Presi dent of the FOP granted ne

2 five years of health insurance,

3 expiring on Cctober 2027. He told
4 me when he resigned as the

5 Presi dent of the FOP, he would | ook
6 into extending it before he left.
7 He never did. 1've called four to
8 five times. 1've spoken to the

9 Pol i ce Comm ssioner tw ce, and

10 still nothing has been done.

11 After fighting for

12 heal th i nsurance, | wondered if

13 there was anything else. A wonan
14 fromthe FOP hel ped ne get Kevin's
15 10-year pension. | was not

16 expecting it, but it felt very

17 l ucky to get. After speaking wth
18 multiple other Philly police

19 wdows, it seens that ny | oud

20 out spokenness i s what grants ne

21 those two things | receive. These
22 ot her wonen recei ve not hi ng,

23 despite being in the sane position,

24 children, now the sol e provider,
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1 etc.

2 The federal governnent

3 mar ks the suicide of a public

4 safety officer as an on-duty death

5 i f PTSD is an underlying condition

6 of that death certificate. So why

7 do we as a state, city and

8 departnment not recognize that.

9 There is a one-tine payout benefit

10 for widows or next of kin. The

11 anmount changes yearly, but for 2022

12 the payout was $422,000. It takes

13 about three years to receive.

14 In those three years, |

15 was essentially forced to sell ny

16 home i n Pennsyl vani a, nove to

17 Florida to be near famly and have

18 help with child care. | lost ny

19 job in March of 2023 due to not

20 being in office enough because |

21 needed to be at hone with ny kids

22 for illness, doctor's appointnents,

23 whatever the case may be.

24 |"'m functioning as a
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single unit, sonething | never
dreaned |'d be. | tell you all of
this not so you'll take pity on ne
and ny famly. W are so |ucky.
My children are so loved. | was
able to get a new job that is nuch
better for nyself and for ny
children. | bought a new hone,
much smal | er than the | ast, but
still filled with the |ove and
safety ny children need.

" mworking as hard as |
can to give ny kids the |ife Kev
and | had planned for them all
W thout the help of the city and
the departnment. So in the case of
having a death benefit, not only is
it a need for these famli es,
especially the ones that aren't as
|l ucky as I, but it is a want for a
chance to grieve and adjust to a
new life we didn't sign up for.

At Kevin's funeral, one

of his fellow 9th District officers
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1 said to ne, he signed the paperwork
2 to put his l[ife on the line, and
3 sonehow now at the expense of the
4 job, you've given the city your

5 everything and barely are

6 surviving. | support Bill 260521
7 because it provides nuch needed

8 conpassion and stability for the
9 famlies of the Gty of

10 Phi | adel phi a during the nost

11 excruciating point in their Iives.
12 By nodi fying the

13 circunstances under which service-
14  connected death benefits are

15 granted, this legislation helps
16 ensure that surviving spouses and
17 famlies receive the support they
18 deserve during one of the nost

19 difficult periods of their lives.
20 When a husband or wife |oses their
21 partner, their focus should be on
22 grieving, healing, and caring for
23 their famly, not navigating

24  financial insurgency or
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1 bur eaucrati c obstacl es.

2 This bill recogni zes the
3 sacrifices made by public enpl oyees
4 and offers their |oved ones greater
5 security and peace of mnd. It is
6 a fair and humane neasure that

7 honors those who serve the city

8 while protecting the famlies that
9 t hey | eave behind. Thank you for
10 the opportunity today to share ny
11 story and thank you for wanting to
12 change for all of us. Being here
13 is |eaps further than | ever

14 t hought we'd get. So thank you.

15 ['I'l eave you with one | ast

16 guestion. M husband, |ike nmany

17 others, sign up to protect you.

18 Who is going to protect then? This
19 concl udes Regan Faul k' s testinony.
20 COUNCI LWOVAN Gl LMORE

21 RI CHARDSON: Thank you, Bri anna.

22 Thank you for reading that

23 testinony and for working with

24 Regan Faul k for all of these nonths

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179 A



249
Conmi ttee on Fi nance

1 and just working on the

2 | egi slation. W are going to get

3 clarification on one question that

4 we have and proceed fromthere.

5 Are there any ot her

6 wtnesses here to testify on Bil

7 No. 2605217

8 (No response.)

9 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
10 RI CHARDSON: |s there anyone here
11  whose nanme has not been called and
12 anyone who'd like to give public
13 coment ?

14 (No response.)

15 COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE

16 RI CHARDSON: (Ckay. Are there any
17 ot her witnesses here to testify or
18 gi ve public coment on any of the
19 previous bills who were unable to
20 do so?

21 (No response.)

22 COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE

23 RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Seeing none, we

24  thank you for being here. And
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given that there are no further
W t nesses, panels or coments, we
wi || concl ude our public hearing.

W will now begin the
public neeting on the previously-
mentioned bills. Cerk, |I ask that
you please call the roll to take
attendance. And nenbers who are in
attendance w Il please indicate
that you are present when your nane
s called.

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Jones.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Thonas.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Ahnmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Present .

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Driscoll.

COUNCI LVAN DRI SCOLL:
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1 Present .

2 THE CLERK: Vice-Chair

3 Bass.

4 COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

5 Present.

6 THE CLERK: Chair

7 G I nore Richardson.

8 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

9 RI CHARDSON:  Thank you. A quorum
10 of the commttee is present, and we
11 t hank you all again for being here.
12 Prior to recognizing for the

13 notions, we wll be holding at this
14 time for the vote, hol ding 260509
15 and 260527 and al so 260521. W are
16 only holding 521 to get an answer
17 to a question. If we could get

18 t hat answer now, we will be able to
19 nove on. So |I'll pause for one

20 nmonment .

21 kay. We will now

22 resune with the public neeting and
23 thank you all so nuch for your

24 pati ence. At the onset of this

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179 A



252
Conmi ttee on Fi nance

1 public neeting, we are going to

2 hol d voting on 260509 and 260527 as
3 well as 260521 until we receive

4 clarification regardi ng one

5 question froma nenber of the

6 commttee regarding who this wll

7 | npact .

8 And so, we will now

9 recognize -- |I'll recognize

10 Counci | menber Driscoll for a notion
11 on Bill No. 260564.

12 COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL.:

13 Thank you, Chair.

14 | nove that Bill No.

15 260564 be reported fromthis

16 committee with a favorable

17 recomendati on and further nove

18 that the rules of Council be

19 suspended to permt first reading
20 of this bill at the next session of
21 Counci | .

22 (Duly seconded.)

23 COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE

24 RI CHARDSON: Chair notes for the
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record that Council nenber Bass
seconds the notion. It has been
noved and properly seconded that
Bill No. 260564 be reported from
this coonmttee with a favorable
recomendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended as to permt first
reading of this bill at the next
sessi on of Council.

Al those in favor of
the notion will indicate by stating
aye.

(Aye.)

THE CLERK: Any opposed?

(No response.)

THE CLERK: The ayes
have it and the notion carries.
Bill No. 260564 will be reported
fromthis commttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on and a
request that the rules of Council
be suspended as to permt first

reading of this legislation at the
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1 next session of Council.

2 The Chair recognizes

3 Counci | menber Driscoll for a notion
4 on Bill No. 260510.

5 COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:

6 Thank you, Chair.

7 | nove that Bill No.

8 260510 be reported fromthis

9 commttee with a favorable

10 recommendati on and further nove

11 that the rules of Council be

12 suspended to permt first reading
13 of this bill at the next session of
14 Counci | .

15 (Duly seconded.)

16 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

17 RI CHARDSON: | note for the record
18 t hat Counci | menber Bass seconds the
19 notion. It has been noved and

20 properly seconded that Bill No.

21 260510 be reported fromthis

22 commttee with a favorable

23 recomendati on and further nove

24 that the rules of Council be
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1 suspended as to permt first

2 reading of this bill at the next

3 sessi on of Council.

4 Al'l those in favor w |

5 I ndi cate by stating aye.

6 (Aye.)

7 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

8 RI CHARDSON: All those opposed?

9 (No response.)

10 THE CLERK: The ayes

11 have it and the notion carries.

12 And Bill No. 260510 will be

13 reported fromthis commttee with a

14 favorable recommendation with a

15 request that the rules of Council

16 be suspended as to permt for its

17 readi ng at the next session of

18 Counci | .

19 The Chair recognizes

20 Counci | menber Driscoll for a notion

21 on the anendnent to Bill No.

22  260508.

23 COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: |

24 of fer an anendnment to Bill No.
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260508. A copy of the anendnent
has been circulated to all nenbers
of the commttee and nove that the
amendnent to Bill No. 260508 be
approved.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: The Chair notes for
the record that Council menber Bass
seconds the notion. It has been
nmoved and properly seconded that

t he anendnent to Bill No. 260508 be

approved.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will indicate by stating
aye.

(Aye.)
COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: All those opposed?
(No response.)
COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: The ayes have it, and
t he anmendnent to Bill No. 260508

has been approved.
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The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | menber Driscoll for a notion
on Bill No. 260508 as anended.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Thank you, Chair.

| nove that Bill No.
260508 as anended be reported from
this commttee with a favorable
recomendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading
of this bill at the next session of
Counci | .

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Bill No.
260508 as anended be reported from
this commttee with a favorable
recomendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended as to permt first
reading of this bill at the next

sessi on of Council.
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1 Al'l those in favor of

2 the notion will indicate by stating
3 aye.

4 (Aye.)

5 COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE

6 RI CHARDSON: All those opposed?

7 (No response.)

8 COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE

9 RI CHARDSON: The ayes have it and
10 the notion carries. Bill No.

11 260508 as anended will be reported
12 fromthis commttee with a

13 favorable recomendation with a

14 request that the rules of Council
15 be suspended as to permt first

16 readi ng at the next session of

17 Counci | .

18 The Chair recognizes

19 Counci | menber Driscoll for a notion
20 on the anmendnent to Bill No.
21 260513.
22 COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: |
23 offer an anmendnent to Bill No.

24 260513. A copy of the anmendnent
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has been circulated to all nenbers
of this comnmttee. | nove that the
amendnment to Bill No. 260513 be
approved.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. The Chair
notes for the record that
Counci | mrenber Bass seconds the
notion. It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
amendnment to Bill No. 260513 be

approved.

Al'l those in favor of
the nmotion will signify by stating
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: All those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: The ayes have it and
the notion carries.

The Chair recognizes
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1 Counci | menber Driscoll for a notion

2 on Bill No. 260513 as anended.

3 COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:

4  Thank you, Chair.

5 | nove that Bill No.

6 260513 as anended be reported from

7 this coomittee with a favorable

8 recommendati on and further nove

9 that the rules of Council be

10 suspended to permt first reading

11 of this bill at the next session of

12 Counci | .

13 (Duly seconded.)

14 COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE

15 RI CHARDSON: Thank you. It has

16 been noved and properly seconded

17 that Bill No. 260513 as anended be

18 reported fromthis commttee with a

19 favorabl e recommendati on and

20 further nove that the rules of

21 Counci | be suspended as to permt

22 first reading of this bill at the

23 next session of Council.

24 Al'l those in favor of
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the notion will indicate by stating
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Al l those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: The ayes have it and
the notion carries. Bill No.
260513 as anended will be reported
fromthis commttee with a
favorabl e recommendation with a
request that the rules of Council
be suspended as to permt first
readi ng at our next session of
Counci | .

The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | menber Driscoll for a notion
on Bill No. 260507.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Thank you, Chair.

| nove that Bill No.
260507 be reported fromthis

commttee with a favorabl e
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recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading
of this bill at the next session of
Counci | .

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Chair notes for the
record that Council menber Bass
seconds the notion.

It has been noved and
properly seconded that Bill No.
260507 be reported fromthis
committee with a favorable
recomrendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended as to permt first
reading of this bill at the next
session of Council.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will indicate by stating
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
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RI CHARDSON: Al l those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: The ayes have it and
the notion carries. Bill No.
260507 w Il be reported fromthis
committee with a favorable
recomrendati on with a request that
the rules of Council be suspended
as to permt first reading at the
next session of Council.

The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | menber Driscoll for a notion
on Bill No. 260511.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Thank you, Chair.

| nmove that Bill No.
260511 be reported fromthis
committee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading
of this bill at the next session of

Counci | .
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1 (Duly seconded.)

2 COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE

3 RI CHARDSON: The Chair notes for
4 the record that Council nmenber Bass
5 seconds the notion. It has been
6 noved and properly seconded that
7 Bill No. 260511 be reported from
8 this conmttee with a favorable

9 recomendati on and further nove
10 that the rules of Council be

11 suspended as to permt first

12 reading of this bill at the next
13  session of Council.

14 Al'l those in favor of
15 the notion will indicate by stating
16 aye.

17 (Aye.)

18 COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
19 RI CHARDSON: All those opposed?
20 (No response.)

21 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
22 RI CHARDSON: The ayes have it and
23 the notion carries and Bill No.

24 260511 will be reported fromthis
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1 commttee with a favorable

2 recommendation with a request that
3 the rules of Council be suspended

4 as to permt first reading of this
5 bill at the next session of

6 Counci | .

7 The Chair now recogni zes
8 Counci | menber Driscoll for a notion
9 on the anmendnent to Bill No.

10 260512.

11 COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: |
12 of fer an amendnent to Bill No.

13 260512. A copy of the anendnent

14 has been circulated to all nenbers
15 of this conmttee. | nove that the
16 amendnent to Bill No. 260512 be

17 approved.

18 (Duly seconded.)

19 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

20 RI CHARDSON: The Chair notes for

21 the record that Council nenber Bass
22 seconds the notion. It has been

23 noved and properly seconded that

24 the anmendnent to Bill No. 260512 be
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1 approved.

2 Al those in favor of

3 the notion will indicate by stating

4 aye.

5 (Aye.)

6 COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE

7 RI CHARDSON: All those opposed?

8 (No response.)

9 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

10 RI CHARDSON: The ayes have it and

11 t he amendnent to Bill No. 260512

12 has been approved.

13 The Chair now recogni zes

14 Counci | menber Driscoll for a notion

15 on Bill No. 260512 as anended.

16 COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:

17 Thank you, Chair.

18 | nove that Bill No.

19 260512 as anmended be reported from

20 this conmmttee wwth a favorable

21 recomendati on and further nove

22 that the rules of Council be

23 suspended to permt first reading

24 of this bill at the next session of
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1 Counci | .

2 (Duly seconded.)

3 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

4 RI CHARDSON: The Chair notes for

5 the record that Council nenber Bass

6 seconds the notion. It has been

7 noved and properly seconded that

8 Bill No. 260512 as anended be

9 reported fromthis commttee with a

10 favorabl e recommendati on and

11 further nove that the rules of

12 Counci | be suspended as to permt

13 first reading of this bill at the

14 next session of Council.

15 Al'l those in favor of

16 the notion wll indicate by stating

17 aye.

18 (Aye.)

19 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

20 Rl CHARDSON: Those opposed?

21 (No response.)

22 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

23 RI CHARDSON: The ayes have it and

24 the notion carries. Bill No.
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1 260512 as anended will be reported
2 fromthis commttee with a

3 favorabl e recommendation with a

4 request that the rules of Council
5 be suspended so as to permt first
6 reading of this bill for the next
7 sessi on of Council.

8 The Chair recognizes

9 Counci | menber Driscoll for a notion
10 on Bill No. 260299.

11 COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL.:

12 Thank you, Chair.

13 | nove that Bill No.

14 260299 be reported fromthis

15 committee with a favorable

16 recommendati on and further nove

17 that the rules of Council be

18 suspended to permt first reading
19 of this bill at the next session of
20 Counci | .
21 (Duly seconded.)
22 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
23 RI CHARDSON: Chair notes for the

24 record that Council nenber Bass
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1 seconds the notion. It has been
2 noved and properly seconded that
3 Bill No. 260299 be reported from
4 this committee with a favorable

5 recommendati on and further nove

6 that the rules of Council be

7 suspended as to permt first

8 reading of this bill at the next
9 session of Council.

10 Al'l those in favor of
11 the notion will indicate by stating
12 aye.

13 (Aye.)

14 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
15 Rl CHARDSON: Those opposed?

16 (No response.)

17 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
18 RI CHARDSON: The ayes have it and
19 the notion carries. Bill No.
20 260299 will be reported fromthis
21 conmittee with a favorable
22 recommendation with a request that
23 the rules of Council be suspended

24 as to permt first reading at the
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1 next session of Council.

2 | want to go back to
3 Bill No. 260509. The Chair

4 recogni zes Counci |l menber Driscoll
5 for a notion on Bill No. 260509.
6 COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:

7 Thank you, Chair.

8 | nmove that Bill No.

9 260509 be reported fromthis

10 commttee wth a favorable

11 recommendati on and further nove
12 that the rules of Council be

13 suspended to permt first reading
14 of this bill at the next session of
15 Counci | .

16 (Duly seconded.)

17 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
18 RI CHARDSON: Chair notes for the
19 record that Council menber Bass
20 seconds the notion. It has been
21 noved and properly seconded that
22 Bill No. 260509 be reported from
23 this conmmttee wth a favorable

24 recommendati on and further nove
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1 that the rules of Council be

2 suspended as to permt first

3 reading of this bill at the next
4  session of Council.

5 Al'l those in favor of

6 the notion wll indicate by stating
7 aye.

8 (Aye.)

9 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
10 RI CHARDSON: Those opposed?

11 (No response.)

12 COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
13 RI CHARDSON: The ayes have it and
14 the notion carries. Bill No.

15 260509 will be reported fromthis
16 commttee with a favorable

17 recommendation with a request that
18 the rules of Council be suspended
19 as to permt first reading at the
20 next session of Council.
21 To clarify for the
22 record, 260509 was regardi ng JJSC
23 And then we are hol ding and not

24 voting on Bill No. 260527 or 260521
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1 to receive further clarification

2 regardi ng those two bills.

3 The commttee will now
4 stand in recess. Gty Council's

5 Commi ttee on Finance wll now stand
6 in recess until 4:30 p.m today, at
7 which time we will go back into the
8 public neeting to address Bill Nos.
9 260527 and al so 260521. Thank you
10 very much.

11 (Recess.)

12 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

13 Rl CHARDSON: Good afternoon. Good
14 afternoon. We will now reconvene
15 City Council's Commttee on

16 Fi nance, recogni zing the presence
17 of Counci |l nenber C ndy Bass,

18 Counci | menber Curtis Jones, Jr.,

19 and thank you to our Counci l

20 Presi dent for appointing

21 Counci | menber Jay Young to the

22 committee.

23 The commttee will now

24 stand in recess until 5:30 p.m
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t oday, Wednesday, June 3rd. Thank
you.

(Recess.)

COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Good afternoon. Good
afternoon. Thank you all so nuch
for being here for Cty Council's
Comm ttee on Finance. W wll now
nove back into our public neeting.

The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | menber Bass for a notion on
the amendnent to Bill No. 260521.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

| offer an amendnent to
Bill No. 260521. A copy of the
amendnment has been circulated to
all menbers of the commttee. |
nove that the anmendnent to Bill No.
260521 be approved.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: The Chair notes for

the record that Council menber Jones
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1 seconds the notion. It has been

2 noved and properly seconded that

3 the anmendnent to Bill No. 260521 be
4 approved.

5 Al'l those in favor of

6 the notion will signify by stating
7 aye.

8 (Aye.)

9 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

10 RI CHARDSON: Those opposed?

11 (No response.)

12 COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE

13 RI CHARDSON: The ayes have it and
14 the notion carries.

15 The Chair recognizes the
16 presence of Council menber Dr. N na
17  Ahnmad, Council nmenber M ke Driscoll,
18 Vice-Chair Bass and al so

19 Counci | menber Curtis Jones, Jr. and
20 in the gallery, Council nmenber
21 Jeffrey Jay Young.
22 The Chair now recogni zes
23 Counci | menber Bass for a notion on

24 Bill No. 260521 as anended.
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1 COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank

2 you, Madam Chair.

3 | nove that Bill No.

4 260521 as anended be reported from

5 this coonmttee with a favorable

6 recomendati on and further nove

7 that the rules of Council be

8 suspended to permt first reading

9 of this bill at the next session of

10 Counci | .

11 (Duly seconded.)

12 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

13 RI CHARDSON: The Chair notes for

14 the record that Council nenber Jones

15 seconds the notion. It has been

16 noved and properly seconded t hat

17 Bill No. 260521 as anended be

18 reported fromthis commttee with a

19 favorabl e recommendati on and

20 further nove that the rules of

21 Counci | be suspended as to permt

22 first reading of this bill at the

23 next session of Council.

24 Al'l those in favor of
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the notion will signify by stating
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: The ayes have it and
the notion carries.

For the record, we wl|
hold Bill No. 260527 until the call
of the Chair tonorrow norning,
Thur sday, June 4th at 9:30 a.m
Thank you very nuch. And the
commttee will stand in recess
until Thursday, June 4th at
9:30 a.m Thank you.

(Commi ttee on Fi nance

concluded at 5:50 p.m)
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1 CERTI FI CATI ON
2
I, hereby certify that the proceedi ngs
? and evi dence noted are contained fully and
4 accurately in the stenographic notes taken
> by me in the foregoing nmatter, and that
j this is a correct transcript of the sane.
8
9
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13 TANEHA CARROLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public
14
15
16
17
18
19 (The foregoing certification of this
20 transcri pt does not apply to any
21 reproduction of the sane by any neans,
22 unl ess under the direct control and/or
23 supervi sion of the certifying reporter.)
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City of Philadelphia

Recessed Hearing Notice

The Committee on Finance of the Council of the City of Philadelphia held a Public Meeting on
Wednesday, June 3, 2026 and recessed the public Meeting until Thursday, June 4, 2026 at 9:30 AM,
in Room 400, City Hall, to hear further testimony on the following:

250915

260299

260507

260508

An Ordinance amending Chapter 19-2600 of The Philadelphia Code, entitled
“Business Income and Receipts Taxes,” to establish a partial exemption for
certain child care service businesses, all under certain terms and conditions.

An Ordinance amending Section 9-803 of the Philadelphia Code, entitled “Fair
Housing Commission,” and Section 20-304 of The Philadelphia Code, entitled
“Compensation for Members of Boards, Commissions, Committees and
Councils,” to amend the compensation paid to members of the Fair Housing
Commission and delete superfluous provisions, all under certain terms and
conditions.

An Ordinance amending Chapter 19-1200 of The Philadelphia Code, entitled
“Parking Tax”, to amend the definition of parking facility to exclude bus loading
facilities from imposition of the Parking Tax, under certain terms and conditions.

An Ordinance authorizing an increase in the non-electoral indebtedness of the
City within the Pennsylvania constitutional limit; authorizing the Bond
Committee to sell bonds at public or private negotiated sale, to provide funds
toward various capital municipal purposes; providing for appropriations to the
Sinking Fund Commission for the payment of such bonds; and authorizing
agreements to provide credit or payment or liquidity sources for the bonds in
connection with issuance of the bonds, and certain other actions.

City of Philadelphia



Committee on Finance

City of Philadelphia
Recessed Hearing Notice

Wednesday, June 3, 2026 at 10:00 AM

260509

260510

260511

260512

An Ordinance authorizing the Commissioner of Public Property of The City of
Philadelphia, on behalf of The City of Philadelphia and in cooperation with The
Philadelphia Municipal Authority, to undertake a Project to promote the health,
safety and welfare of the residents of The City of Philadelphia; authorizing and
approving (i) a project including the refunding of bonds issued to refinance the
New Youth Center Facility, (i) one or more amendments to an existing Ground
Lease, as previously amended, between The City of Philadelphia and The
Philadelphia Municipal Authority, (iii) one or more amendments to an existing
Prime Lease, as previously amended, between The City of Philadelphia and The
Philadelphia Municipal Authority and the assignment of such amendments to a
trustee and (iv) the obligation of The City of Philadelphia to pay rent under the
Prime Lease, as amended, when due; approving the issuance by The Philadelphia
Municipal Authority of bonds, in one or more series, from time to time, to pay the
costs of such project; authorizing certain officers of The City of Philadelphia to
enter into such lease amendments and to take such other actions as may be
necessary or appropriate to accomplish the intent and purpose of this Ordinance;
agreeing to be bound by each and every provision, covenant and agreement set
forth in the Ground Lease and Prime Lease, each as amended; covenanting that
The City of Philadelphia will make necessary appropriations in each of The City
of Philadelphia’s fiscal years to provide for, and make, rental payments when due
under the Prime Lease, as amended; all under certain terms and conditions.

An Ordinance authorizing the City Treasurer, on behalf of the City, to enter into a
provider agreement with Citizens Bank National Association for provision of
payroll banking services to the City, under certain terms and conditions.

An Ordinance approving the Fiscal Year 2027 Capital Budget providing for
expenditures for the capital purposes of the Philadelphia Gas Works, including
the supplying of funds in connection therewith, and acknowledging receipt of the
Revised Forecast of Capital Budgets for Fiscal Years 2028 through 2032, all
under certain terms and conditions.

An Ordinance approving the amendment of the Fiscal Year 2026 Capital Budget
providing for expenditures for the capital purposes of the Philadelphia Gas
Works (including the supplying of funds in connection therewith) subject to
certain constraints and conditions and acknowledging the receipt of the Revised
Forecast of Capital Budgets for Fiscal Years 2027 through 2031, as amended.

City of Philadelphia



Committee on Finance

City of Philadelphia
Recessed Hearing Notice

Wednesday, June 3, 2026 at 10:00 AM

260513

260521

260527

260564

An Ordinance authorizing the Director of Planning and Development, on behalf
of the City, to file applications with the United States Department of Housing and
Urban Development for a Community Development Block Grant; to file
applications to participate in the HOME Investment Partnership program and the
Emergency Solutions Grant program; to apply for a Housing Opportunities for
Persons with AIDS grant; to file applications with the Commonwealth to obtain
grants under the Act of April 12, 1956, P.L. 1449, Section 4, as amended, to
prevent and eliminate blight; authorizing the Director of Planning and
Development and the Director of Commerce to file applications to obtain other
grants from the Commonwealth; authorizing the Director of Commerce to use the
Section 108 Loan Guarantee Program; and authorizing the Director of Planning
and Development and the Director of Commerce to enter into all understandings
and assurances contained in such applications and take all necessary action to
accept the grants; all under certain terms and conditions.

An Ordinance amending Title 22 of The Philadelphia Code, entitled "Public
Employees Retirement Code," by modifying the circumstances when certain City
of Philadelphia employees are entitled to service-connected death benefits, all
under certain terms and conditions

An Ordinance authorizing and approving the execution and delivery of a Service
Agreement between The City of Philadelphia and The Philadelphia Municipal
Authority relating to the financing of the acquisition of 400 North Broad Street
and 1501 Callowhill Street (together with certain ancillary property rights), which
premises the City has sub-leased for use as the City’s police headquarters and
certain other uses; approving the issuance by the Authority of bonds, notes or
other evidences of indebtedness (including reimbursement obligations related to
lines or letters of credit) in one or more series to finance or refinance such
acquisition costs and authorizing and approving the obligation of The City of
Philadelphia to pay in full when due the Service Fee and other amounts payable
under the Service Agreement; authorizing certain City officers to take certain
actions required to issue such bonds, notes or other evidences of indebtedness;
covenanting that The City of Philadelphia will make necessary appropriations in
each of the City’s fiscal years to provide for, and will make timely payments of,
the Service Fee and other amounts due under the Service Agreement; and
authorizing and approving the Director of Finance of the City and other City
officials to take other necessary or appropriate actions to effectuate the purposes
of this ordinance; all under certain terms and conditions.

An Ordinance authorizing encroachments in the nature of a sidewalk café in the
vicinity of 2351 South Front Street, under certain terms and conditions.

City of Philadelphia



City of Philadelphia
Recessed Hearing Notice

Committee on Finance Wednesday, June 3, 2026 at 10:00 AM

Immediately following the public hearing, a meeting of the Committee on Finance, open to the public,
will be held to consider the action to be taken on the above listed items.

Copies of the foregoing items are available in the Office of the Chief Clerk of the Council, Room 402,
City Hall.

City of Philadelphia -4-
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