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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Good norni ng, everyone. (Good
nor ni ng, everyone.

(Good norni ng.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
| note that the hour has cone and a
quorum of the Council is present.
Council wll now cone to order.
Menbers will take your seats.
Visitors will retire to their seats
outside the rails. Before
proceeding, I'd like to ask that
all those present to please set
your cell phones to silent or
vi brate. Thank you.

Al'l of us in Philadel phia
Cty Council extend our deepest
condol ences in the recent passing
of our esteened col |l eague Counci
Chief Cerk Mchael Decker. | want
to ask everyone to stand so we can
have a nonment of silence in his
nmenory.

(Monent of silence.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. Council Chief derk
M chael Decker has dedi cated
servi ce spanni ng over 36 years in
City Council and has |eft an
i ndelible mark on our city.
M chael was a diligent public
servant and a cornerstone in City
Counci | .
H s conm tnment and

I nval uabl e contribution to the
efficient functioning of our
| egi slative body will be renenbered
with gratitude and respect. He
becane Chief Cerk starting in
Sept enber of 2009 under the late
Council President Anna Verna. He
served under three Counci
Presi dents, Anna Verna, former
Council President Darrell O arke
and nyself until his passing. Qur
t houghts and prayers are with
Mchael's famly, friends and

col | eagues.
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Mchael will be laid to
rest tonorrow March 1st and we
share in the sorrow of his |oss and
wi Il forever cherish the nmenories
of his unwavering dedication to the
betternment of Phil adel phi a.

| would like to thank
El i zabeth McCol | um for her
Wil lingness to serve as Interim
Chief Clerk during our transition.

At this nmonment | will ask
for Father Mark Kunigonis, Pastor
of the St. John Cantius Catholic
Church. He is here today as the
guest of Council nenber Driscoll. |
will ask for all nenbers and guests
to please rise. And I want to al so
t hank Pastor Mark for also doing a
speci al prayer for our bel oved
Chief Cerk Mke Decker.

PASTOR KUNI GONI S: Thank
you very nmuch for having ne here
today. | thank Council man Dri scol

for inviting me, and | bring
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greetings fromny parish of
St. John Cantius and the citizens
of Bridesburg.

Qur prayer this norning is
dedi cated to M chael Decker and his
menory and his soul.

Let us pray.

God of power and m ght,
wi sdom and justice, through you
authority is rightly adm nistered.
Laws are enacted and judgnent is
decreed. W cone to you today
aski ng for your guidance, your
w sdom and your support as you
begin this Gty Council session.

Assi st with your spirit of
Council and fortitude, these
Counci | renbers of the Gty of
Phi | adel phia. Unite our |awrakers
beyond t he personal agendas,
fostering wi sdom and under st andi ng
for the betternment of our city.
May they al ways seek the ways of

ri ght eousness, justice and nercy.
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Grant that they may be enabl ed by
your powerful protection to |ead
our city with honesty and with
integrity.

Let the (inaudible) of this
governi ng body stir thought-
provoki ng ideas that positively
shape our | ocal governnent. As we
enbark on this journey, may your
gui di ng hand be evident in every
deci si on made, grant us
st eadf ast ness and respect for
diversity as we serve together for
comuni ty devel opnent. W pray
this as we pray all prayer through
Christ our Lord.

Anen.

(Amen.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair thanks the Pastor's
I nvocati on.

Council wll now be at
ease.

(Council at ease.)

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 29/ 2024

2/ 29/ 24 - STATED - APPROVAL OF JOURNAL

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The next order of business is the
approval of Journal of the neeting
of Thursday, February 15th of 2024.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you, M. President.

| nove that the Journal of
the neeting of Thursday, February
15, 2024 be approved.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the Journal of the
neeting on Thursday, February 15th
of 2024 stand approved.

Al those in favor w |
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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The ayes have it and the Journal is
approved.

The next order of business
Is request for |eave of absences.
And the Chair recognizes
Counci | renber Kat herine Gl nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,

M. President.

On behalf of the Majority,
there are no requests for |eaves of
absence today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Kendra Brooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Thank
you, Council President.

On behalf of the Mnority,
there are no requests for |eaves of
absence today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you very nuch.
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The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | renber Kat herine Gl nore
Ri chardson for a notion concerning
certain legislative matters that
may arise during the course of
today' s session of Council that
were not |listed on the Cal endar
circulated prior to today's
sessi on.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank vyou,
M. President.

| nove that any of the
matters, if considered today, may
be added to the agenda to this
session of Council and as required
by | aw, subsequently published on
an anended agenda after the
consi deration of those matters:
resol uti ons authori zing heari ngs,
amendnents to bills on first
readi ng, the reconsideration of a
bill vetoed by or recalled fromthe

Mayor, anendnents to bills recalled
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fromthe Mayor, resolutions taking
substantive action to be voted on
this session, a notion to w thdraw
a bill or resolution that is not on
the Cal endar and a notion placing a
bill or resolution on or returning
a bill or resolution fromthe
Suspensi on Cal endar that is not
| isted on today's Cal endar.

The purpose of this notion
Is to provide the public with
noti ce concerni ng possi ble actions
by Council that arose too late to
be included on the Cal endar that
was published prior to today's
sessi on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
|s there a second?

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the | egislative
matters stated by Council nenber

Kat herine G|l nore Richardson may be
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added to the agenda for today
shoul d those matters arise during
t he course of this session of
Counci | .

Al'l those in favor wl|
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the notion
carri es.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair wll dispense with the
regul ar order of business to
recogni ze the guests and visitors
joining us in the chanbers this
nor ni ng.

On behal f of all nenbers of
Cty Council, | welcone you to our
Council session. W appreciate you
taking the tine to join us as we

attend the legislative affairs of
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our great city. W certainly
invite you to cone again.

At this tinme, the Chair
recogni zes Counci | mrenber G ndy Bass
who will present a resolution
honori ng Renee Chenault-Fattah for
her unwavering dedi cati on and
comm tnment to excell ence throughout
her esteened career.

Wul d Renee Chenaul t - Fattah
and t hose acconpanyi ng her please
join the Council nenber at the
podi um

(Counci | menbers and guests
appr oached podi um)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Wl |,
good norni ng, good norning, good
nor ni ng.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Counci | renber, before you start
your presentation, the
Counci | menber will be joined by
Counci | mrenber Kendra Brooks,

Majority Leader Katherine G| nore
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Ri chardson, Council nenber Jam e
Gaut hi er, Counci | menber Quetcy
Lozada, Council menber Rue Landau
and Counci | mrenber N na Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you, M. President.

And | want to start again.
Good norning, everyone.

(Good norni ng.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: W al so
want to invite anyone who is a part
of Renee's village as a nenber of
the Links who is in journalismor
any of the many other areas that
Renee is being recogni zed for today
to please feel free to join us this
nor ni ng.

And as we gat her here today
to honor Renee, we stand at the
I ntersection of two significant
observances, Black Hi story Mnth
and Whnen's History Month. This is
the perfect tinme to reflect on the

prof ound contributions of Bl ack
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wonen t hroughout history whose
resilience, courage and brilliance
have shaped our world in numerous
ways, from being broadcast as a
reporter to serving as | eadership
of nunmerous organi zations to
practicing | aw.

Today we cone together to
honor and cel ebrate the
achi evenents of one remarkabl e
worman Renee Chenaul t - Fattah

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:.  Her
I npact transcends boundaries and
inspires us all. In recognizing
her acconplishnments, we not only
pay tribute to her individual
journey but al so acknow edge the
countl ess narratives of strength,
| eadershi p and excel l ence within
the community of Bl ack wonen.

And | do want to say this
nmorning as | was driving in, on the

radio | heard a song and it really
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crystallized this nmonment for ne.
And it was from Teddy Pendergrass
and it was "Sonebody Told Me to
Deliver This Message." And |
t hought about journalismand how
inportant it is to not just get the
story, but to get the story right
and al so to have diversity in that
newsr oom

So | want to take -- this
IS an opportunity to say on behal f
of all of us that we thank you,
Renee, for all of your
contributions to journalismhere in
Phi | adel phia and noving the City
forward

So that being said, whereas
an Anerican journalist and forner
co- anchor of the WCAU NBC10 News,
Renee Chenaul t-Fattah has served
three decades proven to be a beacon
of journalistic integrity. Wth
ease, she illumnated the stories

of our communities wth conpassion,
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I nsi ght and professionalism and

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Wher eas Renee
Chenaul t - Fattah has denonstrated
| eader shi p, bringing her
perspective to each story while
si mul t aneousl y enbodyi ng
objectivity. She is an inspiration
to her coll eagues and viewers
al i ke.

Earning a Master's of Arts
in Journalismfromthe University
of Mssouri, after a few years
co-anchoring the news broadcast,
she was pronoted to the 4:00 p. m,
6:00 p.m and 11:00 p.m news where
she spent her next eight years
co-anchoring; and

COUNCI LWOVAN AHMAD:

Whereas through film Renee
Chenaul t- Fattah has hel ped to voice
t hose who have been i npacted by
denentia, directing a docunentary

entitled "In Qur Ri ght M nd:
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Al zheinmer's and O her Denenti as'
I mpact In Communities of Color," in
whi ch she bravely showcased her own
journey with her aunt who suffered
fromthe disorder; and

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Wher eas Renee Chenaul t - Fattah
undoubtedly I eft a uni que mark
t hroughout her journey. She has
shown intelligence and grace under
pressure and continues to | ook in
the direction of other's lives with
interest and stories that inpact
wonen as well as health disparities
because of racial and economc
i nequality.
COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:

Wher eas Renee Chenaul t - Fattah has
spoken before universities,
audi ences, church congregati ons and
civic organi zati ons about the
i ssues concerning health disparity
| aw, education and ethics, and

currently serves as a trustee of
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John Hopkins University and a
former trustee of Springside
Chestnut H |l Acadeny, the
Phi | adel phi a Museum of Art, the
Phi | adel phi a Lawyers for Soci al
Equity, served on the Board of the
Phi | adel phi a Zoo and a nenber of
t he Penn Towne Links, Inc.; and

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Wher eas Renee Chenaul t-Fattah's
nost notabl e stories included
political conventions and the
school shooting nmassacre in
Litteton, Col orado, her honet own.
She was inducted into the Broadcast
Pi oneers of Phil adel phia Hall of
Fame in 2009; and

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
VWher eas Renee Chenaul t - Fattah
earned her Bachelor's degree in
Political Science from John Hopkins
where she received the Black Al umi
President's Award and earned her

career in law by first graduating
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fromthe University of Pennsyl vania
Law School, where she received an
alumi award of nerit where working
at Hughes Hubbard & Reed in New
York City and clerking for the late
Judge Danon Keith on the United
States Court of Appeals for the
Sixth Crcuit.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Therefore by virtue of this
citation, the Council of the City
of Phil adel phi a hereby honors Renee
Chenaul t-Fattah for being an active
nmenber of the comunity and an
Inspiration to countl ess
I ndi vi dual s.

And | just want to add that
if this body, if the folks in this
bui | ding have really | earned
nothing else in the |ast couple of
weeks, what we've learned is to
give our flowers to her friends
while they are here to snell them

And so, it is with great honor and
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pride that |'"mable to recognize ny
friend Renee Chenault-Fattah and
thank her for all of the work that
she's done on behalf of the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Chair recogni zes Renee Chenaul t -
Fattah for remarks.

Congrat ul ati ons.

M5. CHENAULT- FATTAH:  Thank
you. | am speechless, which is no
easy feat for sonebody who is both
a lawer and a journalist. |
al ways say the only people who |ike
to hear thenselves talk nore than
| awers are journalists, and yet |
amstruggling to find the words to
| et you know how nuch this neans to
me to be standing here with ny
sisters, to see President Johnson,
to see, you know, | |ook out -- |
don't even know where to begin.

And this is dangerous because |
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know you have a full agenda. But |
do want to say just a few words.

First, let ne just start
of f by saying to hear about the
passi ng of M ke Decker, because |
wor ked so many years in journalism
| know how i nportant he was to this
institution and what a loss it is,
so it breaks ny heart to hear that
| oss.

My heart is full today. |
struggle to find the words in part
because this recognition is com ng
fromGty Council. | so admre and
respect the sacrifices that you all
make for this City. The fact that
you' re public servants, that you
gi ve them your tinme, because you
care and you | ove Phil adel phi a.

As you heard fromthis, |
felt like ny life was flashing

before me. But, you know, |'m not
from Phil adel phia. | was born in
Chio. | grew up in Colorado. |
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went to school in Baltinore. |
practiced aw in New York and
Detroit.

Wen | went into T.V., |
got a journalismin /M ssoural,
because that's how they say it out
there. | worked in T.V. markets in
L.A. and Atlanta and New York and
New Jersey. And | say all that to
say that over all those years,
there is no city | loved nore, no
place | would rather be than right
here in Phil adel phi a.

(Appl ause.)

MS5. CHENAULT- FATTAH.  And |
prom se |'mnot going to go on nuch
| onger, but | do have to say |
really feel like | owe this Cty so
very nmuch. Phil adel phia gave ne ny
| aw degree -- well, no, no, |
earned that |aw degree at the
Uni versity of Pennsyl vania Law
School. It just happened here.

But certainly, Philadel phia gave ne
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ny career.

| can't tell you how
rewarding it is to wal k down the
street or even this norning when
young people cone up to ne and say,
hey, | grew up watching you or they
wer e wat chi ng when | was pregnant
with ny girls who are now 20 and
25, so that let's you know how | ong
ago it was, or people will rem nd
me of the fact, the tinme when |
fainted on the air covering the
Aynpics in Atlanta. People don't
forget things. So you gave ne ny
career. Not just that career, but
| just finished Phil adel phia
Lawyers Social for Equity. City
Council was so supportive and
I nstrunent al .

Counci | man Jones, thank you
so nuch for the support you gave
our organi zation in giving people
second chances. | was at Senior

Law Center. The amazing thing City
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Counci|l did supporting it.

Counci | woman Brooks, ny
God, the things you do around
housi ng and tenants that support
our seniors.

(Appl ause.)

M5. CHENAULT- FATTAH | can
go on and on. Like you said, |
nmean you see | found ny words. But
| owe this City. This is where |
nmet and married ny husband. This
iIs where we raised our kids. MW
parents, ny God, after 40 years of
living in Colorado they noved here,
and they both -- this is their
final resting place here in
Phi | adel phia. So Phil adel phia is
hone.

And this has made ne j ust
want to sort of rededicate nyself
to hel ping however | can in this
amazing time when we're being |ead
by this incredibly diverse Gty

Council, nore diverse than ever and
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di verse across the board, and being
|l ed by a Mayor who, ny God, ny
girls can | ook at her and see
t hensel ves in her.

This is an incredible tine.
So thank you. |1'mgoing to stop.
Like I said, | honestly found ny
wor ds and then sone. Thank you
very much. This nmeans nore to ne
than | can say, but | try. Thank
you. Thank you so very nuch.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Counci| be at ease.

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
At this tinme, the Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Phillips who wll
present a resolution recognizing
the 10th graders at Hi |l -Freedman
Worl d Acadeny for being featured in
t he HBO docunentary Stand Up &
Shout: Songs froma Philly High

School .
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W1l Ezechial Thurman and
t hose acconpanying him pl ease join
t he Council nenber at the podi um

(Counci | renbers and guests
appr oached podi um)

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: Wow.
Hi |l -Freedman, welcone to City
Hal | .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Council menber is joined by
Counci | nrenber Kat herine Gl nore
Ri chardson, Council menber Driscoll,
Counci | menber Squil | a,
Counci | renber Jam e Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: Al
right. As Hill-Freednman cones to
the rostrum | just want to briefly
say that | amproud to say that in
a city where too often young peopl e
have been noted as not being as
engaged, being as responsible, we
have a group of responsible young
peopl e who are doing the right

thing thanks to the | eadership of
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their principal and their
out st andi ng nusi ¢ instructor

M. Thurman and Princi pal ©Mjewski .
Thank you.

But | just want to briefly
say that | had the privilege to sit
t hrough the concert that
Hi | l-Freednman Worl d Acadeny did,
Stand Up & Shout | ast year. And
when | tell you y'all killed it,
y'all killed it. | nmean, these
ki ds got energy and excitenent and
tal ent.

So today we're going to
recogni ze them for not only doing
this incredi ble concert, but having
this incredible -- so incredible to
the point that HBO did a
docunentary recognizing all their
nmusi cal talents, right. In
addition to that, this school
t hanks to the support of Principal
Maj ewski and M. Thurnman who | eads

the initiative have world cl ass
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musi cal instrunents as well as

ot her technol ogy that all owed these
young people to flourish.

So | want to say that today
we are pleased to support and
cel ebrate all of your artistic and
creative endeavors. And |I'm happy
that we're able to present you to
the Gty of Philadelphia all the
way fromM. Airy 19150 and we're
beyond excited to say thank you all
so much. So we're going to kick it
off. Afterwards Principal M --

M. Thurman is going to give sone
remar ks about what you all have
done, but | just want to say we're
so proud of y'all.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: Al
right. So today's resolution we're
recogni zing -- today we'll start
off wwth our resolution which wll
be foll owed by other

Counci | renbers. We're recogni zi ng
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the 10th graders at Hill-Freedman
Worl d Acadeny for being featured in
the HBO -- oh, 10th to 12th ri ght,
there we go. W' re recognizing the
entire Hill-Freedman Wrl d Acadeny
for being featured in the HBO
docunentary Stand Up & Shout:

Songs froma Philly high School,
whereas the City of Philadel phiais
pl eased and proud to support and
cel ebrate the artistic and creative
endeavors of young Phil adel phi ans,
and whereas students at
Hi || -Freedman Worl d Acadeny have
denonstrated an inpressive tal ent
for songwiting and the mnusicship.
The nusic they have witten
and produced beautifully portrays
their nuance experiences as
Phi | adel phi a yout h.
COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  And whereas their
| audabl e nusi cal undertaking is

featured in the HBO docunentary
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Stand Up & Shout: Songs froma
Philly H gh School. Their
docunentary underscores the
I nportance of their artistic
expression and highlights all their
I nspiring nusical creations, and
wher eas the students' inmense
success so early in their nusical
careers denonstrates the inportance
of adequately funding artistic
outlets for students in and out of
academ c settings; and

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Whereas in all that the students of
Hi |l -Freedman Worl d Acadeny have
done, they have furthered the
progress of our Gty of
Phi | adel phi a who t hrough dedi cati on
and excell ence contribute in a
nmeani ngful way to the well -bei ng of
their communities through nusic,
art and filmare integral to the
functioni ng whol esoneness of the

vi brance of our city, as such the
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students of Hi Il -Freedman Wrl d
Acadeny are nuch appreciated; and

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Whereas the Council of the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a does hereby extend its
sincere gratitude to the students
of HIl-Freedman Wrl d Acadeny for
their extraordi nary contri butions
t hrough our conmmunities. W w sh
t hem success in the days ahead and
extend the sincere respect and
admration of this |legislative
body. Therefore be it --

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Resol ve that the Council of the
City of Phil adel phia recognizes the
10th graders at Hill-Freedman Wrld
Acadeny, 10th through 12th, for
being featured in the HBO
docunentary Stand Up & Shout:
Songs from a Phil adel phia H gh
School .

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:

Further resolve that an enbossed
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copy be presented to the students
of HIIl-Freedman Wrl d Acadeny,
further evidencing the sincere
admration and respect of this
| egi sl ati ve body.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS:  So we
will -- just before we -- oh, yes.
| just want to say thank you al
for making this happen, the
Chai rman of Education, |'mthe
Vi ce- Chair of Education, I|saiah
Thomas, these are the things that
we want to see nore of in the Gty
of Phi | adel phi a.

So you guys are doing the
work. Continue to do it. | love
y'all. Continue to press forward
and continue to nake not only the
9th District proud, but the entire
Cty of Phil adel phia proud.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes Ezechi al
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Thurman for remarKks.

MR. THURMAN: Thank you.

On behal f of the H |l -Freedman
Worl d Acadeny school comunity,
we' d |like to thank Council nmenber
Phillips and all the Council nenbers
here, of course Council President
Johnson for this great honor for
our anmazing 12th grade students.

They were 10t h graders when
the filmwas documented, but we
want to be really clear, we're so
proud of these students. An
exanple, Hll-Freednman's programis
very unique in that it's not a
music class. |It's everyone in the
10t h grade makes a record whet her
they |l ove nusic or not.

And so, we have this
amazing journey of witing songs,
creating nusic, publishing an
al bum And HBO, executive produced
by John Legend junped in for a

year-and-a-half filmng in the
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cl assroomto nmake Stand Up & Shout.
W do want to also

acknowl edge while we're in this
hol | owed bui |l di ng Mayor Parker.
She's been a huge advocate support
of our program She's been on

al buns and recordings with students
in videos and actually hel ped
support the program And of course
her Chief of Staff, my better half
Ti ffany Thur man.

But these students
certainly stand alone for their
talents and abilities. And we
encourage everyone in the roomif
you have Max, pl ease see the
docunentary. It's up and it's
stream ng worl dwi de, feedback
com ng from Europe, all around.
Peopl e can't believe the amazing
wor k that our Hill-Freedman
students in Philly, high school
students are doing | eadi ng

I nnovati on and change i n educati on.
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Huge vill age around the
students. Got to give sone credit,
t hank you to of course our school
community. Wirking in public
school s takes a deep, deep
commtnment with |ots of hard | abor.
So first, to our innovative strong
| eader, the head of school,
Princi pal Majewski. Let's give it
up for him

(Appl ause.)

MR, THURMAN. We got to
thank Hi Il -Freedman teachers and
all teachers, thank you for the 5
percent bunp yesterday by the way
everyone who was a part of that.
We appreciate it. And we want to
thank our staff. W're there
day-in and day-out | aboring and
supporting students. Also, of
course Dr. Watlington, our
Assi st ant Superi nt endent Janes
Gordon and all the District-Ievel

staff that supports students every
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day.

W had to go outside the
District to do this one because
it's so outside the box and
different so we had to rely on
nonprofit support. And we were
very blessed to find sone partners
that had deep pockets. And | just
want to say we can never overspend
on amazi ng students who have the
future in their hands.

(Appl ause.)

MR, THURVAN. And with the
| ast two seconds that | have, we
need to acknow edge Hal Real from
Wrld Cafe Live, the founder and
presi dent of that venue, have spent
hundr eds of thousands of dollars
over a seven-year span investing
into this program providing his
contacts, his connections and his
artists, including sone really
prom nent ones that are featured in

the film
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Qur teaching artists staff
at Hll-Freedman, | want to
acknow edge Kristal Tytewriter
Aiver, | want to acknow edge
Andr ew Li pke and Bet hl ehem Rober son
who you'll see in the filmwhen you
check it out. Also, Hal Real was
joined by David Bradley who is the
head of their Education D vision,
and these fol ks poured into our
students.

We al so have been partnered
by El evate 215 and Spring Point,
and | nean big nunbers, not a
little small anmount but | arge
anounts of noney. W want to
acknow edge them Finally, HBO and
John Legend. In addition to making
the film John Legend has donated
along with his partners M ke
Jackson and Ty Stiklorius, they
donated 100k to the Hi Il -Freedman
records programto help keep it

noving forward. Can we give it up
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for John Legend and his col | eagues
M ke Jackson and Ty Stikl ori us.

(Appl ause.)

MR, THURVAN.  We want to
thank Any Schatz. She's the award-
Wi nning director fromHBO that saw
this, heard it and decided to tel
the story worldwi de. Wat an
exciting thing for our school, for
our students. And nost recently, a
really fanmous Phil adel phian, a guy
named Jordan Mailata, who's been in
our studio and recorded with our
students and he just donated
anot her 100,000 to our program W
want ed to acknow edge him publicly
and t hank him

( Appl ause.)

MR THURMAN: | know |I'm
over tinme. Thank you agai n,
Council. Thank you, everyone.
Thank you, students. W are so
honored to have you with us and God

bl ess.
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( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Council will be at ease.

(Counci|l at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The next order of business is the
comuni cations. The Chair requests
that the Sergeant-at-Arns deliver
the nmessages fromthe Mayor to the
Chi ef derk.

The Chief Cerk will read
t he nmessages fromthe Mayor and any
ot her communi cations in her
possessi on.

CH EF CLERK: To the
Presi dent and nmenbers of the
Council of the Gty of
Phi | adel phia, | amtransmtting for
the consideration of your Honorable
Body a resol ution authorizing the
Conmm ssi oner of Public Property to
execute and deliver to the
Phi | adel phi a Redevel opnent

Aut hority deeds conveying fee
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sinple title to 214 North 5th
Street in the 7th Council manic
District in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a; and

A resol ution appointing
Janes Aros, Jr. to the position of
Chi ef Assessnment O ficer of the
O fice of Property Assessnent; and

An ordi nance anending Title
9 Reqgul ation of Businesses, Trades
and Professions of The Phil adel phi a
Code to add a new chapter
concerning protections for
consuners agai nst unfair nethods of
conpetition and unfair or deceptive
acts or practices and providing
remedi es; and

A resol ution authorizing
t he Commi ssi oner of Public Property
to execute and deliver to the
Phi | adel phi a Redevel opnent
Aut hority deeds conveying fees
sinple title to 2903, 2907 and 2925
Cecil B. Mbore Avenue in the 5th
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Councilmanic District in the City
of Phil adel phia; and

A resol ution authorizing
t he Commi ssioner of Public Property
to execute and deliver to the
Phi | adel phi a Redevel opnent
Aut hority deeds conveying fee
sinple title to 5307 Market Street
and 723 North Sedgwi ck Street in
the 3rd Councilmanic District of
the Gty of Phil adel phia; and

A resol ution authorizing
t he Commi ssi oner of Public Property
to execute and deliver to the
Phi | adel phi a Redevel opnent
Aut hority deeds conveying fee
sinple title to 61, 65, 77, 23, 24,
44, 49, 51, 53, 55, 57, 67, 73, 78,
89, 93 and 106 Ashnead Street. 18,
34, 61, and 87 Collom Street, 69,
71, 89, 91, 93 and 95 East Wster
Street in the 8th Council manic
District in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a; and
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A resol ution approving the

5t h Amendnent of the redevel opnent
proposal for the Tioga U ban
Renewal Area being the area
general |y bounded by Hunting Park
Avenue on the north, Broad Street,
Ger mant own Avenue, Venango Street,
15th Street, Allegheny Avenue and
Ger mant own Avenue on the east,
A enwood Avenue and Lehi gh Avenue
on the south and 23rd Street,
Al | egheny Avenue and 22nd Street on
the west, including the 5th
Arendnment to the Urban Renewal

Pl an, which provides for changes
that would make it consistent with
the Ti oga Redevel opment Area Pl an
and generally consistent with the
nost recent conprehensive plan
approved by the Cty Planning
Comm ssion of the Cty of

Phi | adel phi a; and pursuant to
Sections 4-604 and 2-307 of the

Honme Rul e Charter, | am
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transmtting to the Council the
recommendation of the Gty Planning
Conmm ssion on the follow ng bills:
240012, 240020, 240063, 240064,
240065, 240066, 240086.

There are no further
conmmuni cati ons in my possession,
Counci | President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. The nessage will be
printed in the Journal.

The next order of business
Is the introduction of bills and
resolutions. The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Counci | menber -- Council President,
I have one privileged resol ution,
but just want to quickly say with
the privileged resolution, we have
t he organi zation, the United States
of Pennsyl vani a Perel man School of
Medi ci ne here recogni zi ng

Col orectal Cancer Awar eness Mont h,
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so you all can please stand. So |
just want to say thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIl the Cerk please read the
title of the resolution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution recogni zing March 2024
as Col orectal Awareness Month and
pronoting the public awareness of
the risk of colon cancer.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution wll be placed on
today' s Final Passage Cal endar.

The Chair recognizes
Kat herine G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Good nor ni ng, Counci l
Presi dent.

Today | offer four
resol uti ons on your behalf; three
privileged and one non-privil eged.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIl the Oerk please read the

titles of the resol utions.
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CH EF CLERK: A
non-privil eged resol ution
aut hori zing the creation of the
Phi | adel phi a Task Force on Food and
I nsecurity to study and devel op
proposal s, strategies and
recommendations to all eviate hunger
and increase access to high quality
food in the Gty of Phil adel phia.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
the Final Passage Cal endar for
consi deration at our next session
of Council .
CH EF CLERK: A privil eged
resol uti on honoring Kenneth E
Law ence, Jr. on his appoi ntnent as
Board Chair at the Southeastern
Transportation Authority and
recogni zing M. Lawence for his
dedi cation to inproving transit
servi ce across the SEPTA networKk.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This resolution will be placed on
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today' s Final Passage Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: A privil eged
resol ution congratul ating the
Audenried H gh School Grls
Basket bal | Team for w nning the
2024 Public League Chanpi onshi p.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today' s Final Passage Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring the
Def ender Associ ati on of
Phi | adel phia on the 90th
anni versary of the Association's
foundi ng and recogni zing the
contributions of the Association
and its attorneys to Phil adel phia's
crimnal justice system

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution wll be placed on
today' s Final Passage Cal endar.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Jam e Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
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Thank you, Council President.

Today | offer three
resol uti ons; one privileged
resol uti on, one non-privil eged
resol uti on and one non-privil eged
resol uti on on your behal f.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: (One
privileged resolution, honoring
M . Abdul - Rahi m Muhamad on the
occasi on of Black H story Month for
his contributions to West
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today' s Final Passage Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: A
non-privil eged resol uti on
appoi nting James Aros, Jr. to the
position of Chief Assessnent
Oficer of the Ofice of Property
Assessnent .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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This resolution will be placed on
the Final Passage Cal endar for
consi deration at our next session
of Council .

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged aut horizing the
Conmm ssi oner of Public Property to
execute and deliver to the
Phi | adel phi a Redevel opnent
Aut hority deeds conveying fee
sinple title to 5307 Market Street
and 734 North Sedgw ck Street in
the 3rd Councilmanic District.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
the Final Passage Cal endar for
consi deration at our next session
of Counci |l .

The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Thonmas.

COUNCI LMAN THOMVAS:  Good
nor ni ng, Council President. Good
nor ni ng, col | eagues.

Today | offer two
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resol utions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIl the Oerk please read the
titles of the resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on honoring and
congratul ati ng the Educator of the
Mont h, El ai ne Estes, a Spani sh
teacher at Furness H gh School who
recently participated at the U S
Aynpic Trials as a marathon
runner.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution wll be placed on
today' s Final Passage Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
the Iife and | egacy of Baba Joe
Foster, a comunity | eader in the
novenent for African-centered
education in Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on

today' s Final Passage Cal endar.
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The Chair recognizes
Counci |l man Curtis Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you, M. President.

| offer one privil eged
resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please read the
title of the resolution.

CH EF CLERK: A privil eged
resol uti on recogni zi ng and honori ng
Dr. Jo-Ell e Mogerman for her
| eadership as the first femal e and
first Black Chief Executive Oficer
and President of the Phil adel phia
Zoo.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today' s Final Passage Cal endar.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Rue Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:  Good
nmor ni ng, Council President and

col | eagues.
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| offer today one bill and
two privileged resol utions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIl the Cerk please read the
titles of the bill and the
resol uti ons.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
amending Title 9 Regul ation of
Busi nesses, Trades and Prof essions
of The Phil adel phia Code to add a
new chapter concerning protections
for consuners agai nst unfair
nmet hods of conpetition and unfair
or deceptive acts or practices and
provi di ng renedi es, all under
certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill wll be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution recogni zing and honori ng
Joy Par ham Thonas for her i npactful
contributions to a thriving Bl ack

food culture in Philadel phia as a
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chef, culinary educator and
advocate for food justice.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today's Final Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resol ution authorizing
Phi | adel phia City Council to
conduct hearings to investigate the
efficiency, inplenentation and
enhancenent of the outdoor dining
program and i nprove opportunities
for restaurants to operate
streeteries and sidewal k caf és.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today' s Final Passage Cal endar.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | renber Jeffrey Jay Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

Today | offer one bill and
one non-privileged resolution on

your behal f.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

WIl the derk please read
the titles of the bill and
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
aut hori zi ng encroachnents in the
nature of two new |ightpol es and
three existing lightpoles in the
vicinity of the southeast and
nort hwest corners of John F.
Kennedy Boul evard and North Broad
Streets and the northeast corner of
John F. Kennedy Boul evard and North
Juni per Street, all under certain
ternms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill wll be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution
authori zing and ratifying the
desi gnati on of Counci |l menber

Jeffrey Young, Jr. as Council's
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representative in connection with
an appeal of the decision of the
Zoni ng Board of Adjustnent with
respect to 1451 North Broad Street
and all litigation related thereto.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on a
Fi nal Passage Cal endar for
consi deration at our next session
of Council .

The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Good
nor ni ng, Council President.

I have no bills and no
resol utions this norning.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Kendra Brooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:  Good
nor ni ng, Council President.

| have four privileged
resol utions to introduce today.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
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honori ng and recogni zi ng the work
and acconpli shnents of Denise

Ri pl ey, whose dedication to the
Cty to community service and to
the housing rights of all have

I nvi gorated and supported civic
life in the City of Philadel phia.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today' s Final Passage Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on honoring and recogni zi ng
Prudence Powel | for her powerful
advocacy, lover for her community
and her inspiring work to keep
fam |ies and Phil adel phi a whol e and
to provide sanctuary and stability
to all.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution wll be placed on
today' s Final Passage Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on honoring and recogni zi ng

the life, work and acconplishnents
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of Rochell e N chol s-Sol onon whose
dedi cation to serving, teaching and
advocating for students and

mar gi nal i zed peopl es has i nproved
the lives of people across the Gty
of Phi |l adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today' s Final Passage Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring and
recogni zi ng the work and
acconpl i shnments of the Stadi um
St onper s whose dedication to
advocating for the North Phila --

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: -- for the
Nort h Phil adel phia community and
for housing rights for all people
have hel ped secure nei ghborhood
stability for communities in the
City of Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This resolution will be placed on
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today' s Final Passage Cal endar.

The Chair recognizes Jim
Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: | have
one bill today, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please read the
title of the bill.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
anmendi ng Chapters 11-203 and 11-204
of The Phil adel phi a Code to inpose
penalties, applicants for failure
to conply with the terns of their
permt for the conplete and
satisfactory replacenent of the
per manent pavi ng.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill will be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Ni colas N ¢ O Rourke.
COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE

Bl essi ngs, Council President.

| have no bills or
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resolutions to introduce today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci |l man
Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:

Morni ng, M. President.

| offer one privileged
resol uti on today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please read the
title of the resolution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution proclaimng the nonth of
March in 2024 as Irish Heritage
Month in the Gty of Phil adel phia
and honoring the St. Patrick's Day
Observance Associ ation of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution wll be placed on
today' s Final Passage Cal endar.

The Chair recognizes
Councilman O Neill.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:  Thank
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you, M. President.

| offer one privileged
resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please read the
title of the resolution.

CH EF CLERK: A privil eged
resol uti on honoring and cel ebrating
the Iife and | egacy of forner Chief
Clerk M chael Andrew Decker, our
friend, colleague and dedi cated
public servant.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution wll be placed on
today' s Final Passage Cal endar.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Mark Squill a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you, M. President.

| offer three bills and two
non-privil eged resol utions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIl the Oerk please read the

titles of the bills and
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resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
aut hori zi ng encroachnents in the
nature of a sidewal k café in the
vicinity of 2401 East Norris
Street, all under certain terns and
condi tions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill will be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
authorizing Pat Aivieri d/bla
Pat's King of Steaks to vend from a
| ocation in the right-of-way
adj acent to Pat's Steaks |ocation
in the vicinity of 9th and Wharton
Streets, under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill will be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
aut horizing Norris Street Hol di ngs,

LLC, to install, own and maintain a

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 29/ 2024

61

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

2/ 29/ 24 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS
streetery in the right-of-way
adj acent to 2401 East Norris
Street, Phil adel phia, Pennsylvania
19125-2913, under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill will be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resolution al so
nam ng Federal Street between 6th
and 7th Streets as Bob Pantano \Vy.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution wll be placed on
the Final Passage Cal endar for
consi deration at our next session
of Council .

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resolution al so
nam ng Chestnut Street between 12th
and 13th Streets in the Gayborhood
as M chael Hi nson Way to honor the
life and | egacy of Phil adel phia's

first appointed --
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( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: -- liaison
within the City's LGBTQ+
comuni ti es.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution wll be placed on
the Final Passage Cal endar for the
next consideration at our next
sessi on of Council.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | renber Ci ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you, M. President.

No bills or resolutions
this week.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Ni na Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHMAD:  Thank
you, M. President.

| offer one privileged
resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please the title of
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t he resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A privil eged
resolution celebrating the life and
honoring the nenory of trail bl azing
physi ci an, researcher and
humani tarian Dr. Edith Peterson
Mtchell.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today' s Final Passage Cal endar.

The next order of business
is reports fromCommttees. The
Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
C ndy Bass for a report fromthe
Conmmi ttee on Rul es.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you, M. President.

The Committee on Rul es
reports five bills wwth a favorable
reconmendat i on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

The Chief Cerk wll please

read the reports.
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COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
M. President, | apol ogi ze.
Four -- Five.
CH EF CLERK: Four or five?
COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: | have
two scripts. One says four and one
says five.
CH EF CLERK: It's four. |
apol ogi ze, Counci | wonan.
COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: kay.
We'll go with your nunber.
CH EF CLERK: One was hel d.
| apol ogi ze.
COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you. No problem Thank you.
CH EF CLERK: To the
Presi dent and nmenbers of the
Council of the Gty of
Phi | adel phia. The Committee on
Rul es to which was referred Bil
No. 240020, entitled Arending Title
14 of The Phil adel phi a Code,
entitled "Zoning and Pl anni ng," al

under certain terns and conditions,

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622



Stated Meeting
02/ 29/ 2024

65

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

2/ 29/ 24 - STATED - REPORTS

respectfully reports it has
consi dered and anended the sane and
returns the attached bill to
Council wth a favorable
recommendati on; and

The Comm ttee on Rules to
which was referred Bill No. 240064,
entitled, To Anend the Phil adel phi a
Zoni ng Maps by changi ng the zoni ng
desi gnations of certain areas of
| and | ocated within an area bounded
by Sal non Street, Ontario Street,
Ri chnond Street and Westnorel and
Street respectfully reports it has
consi dered the sane and has
returned the attached bill to
Council wth a favorable
recommendati on; and

The Comm ttee on Rules to
which was referred Bill No. 240065,
entitled To Arend the Phil adel phi a
Zoni ng Maps by changing the zoni ng
desi gnations of certain areas of

| and | ocated within an area bounded
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by Hol me Avenue, Acadeny Road and
WIllits Road, respectfully reports
it has considered the sane and
returns the attached bill to
Council with a favorable
recomrendati on; and

The Committee on Rules to
which was referred Bill No. 240066,
entitled To Arend t he Phil adel phi a
Zoni ng Maps by changing the zoni ng
desi gnations of certain areas of
| and | ocated within an area bounded
by Whod Street, 4th Street, Vine
Street and Lawrence Street,
respectfully reports it has
consi dered the sane and returns the
attached bill to Council wth a
favorabl e reconmendati on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
C ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you, M. President.

| nove that the rul es of
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Counci| be suspended so as to
permt first reading this day of
the four bills that were just read
into the record by the derk.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the rules of Council
be suspended so as to permt first
reading of this day of Bill Nos.
240020, 240064, 240065 and 240066.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and these bills
wi |l be placed on our First Reading
Cal endar for today.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Driscoll for a report

fromthe Commttee on Licenses and
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| nspecti ons.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Thank
you, M. President.

The Committee on Licenses
and | nspections reports one bill
with a favorabl e recommendati on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

WIl the Chief derk please
read the title of the report.

CH EF CLERK: To the
Presi dent and nenbers of the
Council of the Gty of
Phi | adel phia, the Commttee on
Li censes and I nspections to which
was referred Bill No. 240013,
entitled Amendi ng Chapter 9-600 of
The Phi |l adel phia Code, entitled
“Service and O her Businesses," by
addi ng a new section regulating the
hours of operation of certain
establ i shnments and providing for
penalties within an area bounded by

East Lehi gh Avenue, Kensi ngton
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Avenue, D Street, East Tioga Street
and Frankford Avenue, all under
certain ternms and conditions,
respectfully reports it has
consi dered and anended the sane and
returns the attached bill to
Council wth a favorable
reconmendat i on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Thank
you, M. President.

| nove that the rul es of
Counci| be suspended so as to
permt first reading this day of
Bill No. 240013.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the rules of Council
be suspended so as to permt first
reading on this day of Bill No.
240013.
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Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
And this bill will be placed on our
First Readi ng Cal endar for today.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Curtis Jones for a
report fromthe Commttee on Public
Safety.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you, M. President.

The Committee on Public
Safety offers one bill wth a
favorabl e reconmendati on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please read the
title of the report.

CH EF CLERK: To the
Presi dent and nmenbers of the

Council of the Gty of
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Phi | adel phia, the Commttee on
Public Safety to which was referred
Bill No. 240010, entitled Amendi ng
Chapter 9-5900 of the Phil adel phia
Code, entitled "Prohibition on
Certain Ganbling Machi nes and
Skills Ganes," to add additiona
prohi bitions and provide for
remedi es, all under certain terns
and conditions, respectfully
reports it has considered and
amended the sanme and returned the
attached bill to Council wth a
favorabl e recommendati on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you again, M. President.

| nove that the rul es of
Counci| be suspended to permt
first reading of Bill No. 240010.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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It has been noved and properly
seconded that the rules of Council
be suspended so as to permt first
reading this day of Bill No.
240010.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and this bill wll
be placed on our First Reading
Cal endar for today.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | renber Thomas for a report
fromthe Conmttee on Educati on.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
you, Council President.

The Committee on Education
reports out one bill with a
favorabl e recomendati on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Thank you.

The Chief Cerk will please
read the report.

CH EF CLERK: To the
Presi dent and nenbers of the
Council of the Cty of
Phi | adel phia, the Commttee on
Education to which was referred
Bill No. 240007, entitled Amending
t he Phil adel phia Code to add a new
Chapter 21-3400, entitled "Youth,
Nanme, |nmage and Li keness
Protection," to establish
provi sions related to education and
counseling for certain Philadel phia
youth and their famlies who are
considering licensing publicity
rights, all under certain terns and
conditions, respectfully reports it
has consi dered the sanme and returns
the attached bill to Council with a
favorabl e reconmendati on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.
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The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOMVAS:  Thank
you, Council President.

I nove that the rul es of
Counci| be suspended so as to
permt the first reading on this
day of Bill No. 240007.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the rules of Council
be suspended so as to permt first
reading this day of Bill No.
240007.

Al those in favor wl|
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and this bill wll

be placed on our First Reading
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Cal endar for today.

The next order of business
I's the consideration of the
Calendar. | note that the bills
just reported fromConmttee with
t he suspension of rules have been
deened to have had a first reading.
These bills will be placed on the
Second Readi ng and Fi nal Passage
Cal endar for the next session of
Counci | .

The Chair recognizes
Counci | renber G I nore Ri chardson
for the purpose of calling up
resol utions on the Second Readi ng
and Fi nal Passage Cal endars.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Thank you,

M. President.

The follow ng resol utions
are being called up fromthe Second
Readi ng and Fi nal Passage Cal endar:
Nos. 240103, 240107, 240108,
240109, 240111 and 24112.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you. Before considering

t hese resolutions, we wll consider

public coment as follows: Your

public comrent must concern matters

of the Second Readi ng and Fi nal
Passage Cal endars for possible
action at today's Council session.

Al | speakers must sign up
in order to testify. |If you have
not already signed up for today's
session, please do so by giving
your nane to Ms. Wendy Prescott at
the table outside the rails to ny
left -- to Ms. Hassan who's over
t here.

Once you have signed up,
you will be called in the order in
whi ch your nane appears on the
sign-up sheet. Under ideal
ci rcunstances, public comenters
will have three mnutes to speak.
However, the tinme will vary from

time to tinme and session to
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sessi on.

Today's tinme limt wll be
two mnutes. In order to be fair
to all those wi shing to speak, |
intend to hold faithfully to the
two-mnute limt. Wen you begin
speaki ng, you will see a green
| ight on the podium \When there is
30 seconds remaining to your tine,
the light will turn yellow which is
your rem nder to concl ude your
remar ks

Once two m nutes have
passed, the light wll turn red and
the Sergeant-at-Arns wl |l
di sconnect the mcrophone. At that
poi nt, please yield the podiumto
t he next speaker if you have not
done so already. | also reserve
the right pursuant to our rules of
Council to limt repetitious
comrents on the sane matter.

I wll now ask the Clerk to

pl ease read the nane of our first
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speaker.

CH EF CLERK: Amanda Ayal a,
I n support of a resolution Gauthier
i ntroduced and adopt ed today.
Amanda Ayal a.

Counci| President, she's
signifying she's upstairs. Gve
her tinme to cone down and cone
back?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Yes.

CH EF CLERK: Ms. Ayala, if
you'd li ke to make your way down.

In the neantinme, Zak Pyzik
I n support of a Landau resol ution
i ntroduced and adopt ed today.

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Are you here, Zak?

(Wtness approached
podi um )

MR. PYZI K. Zak Pyzi k.

Good norni ng, Council President

Kenyatta Johnson and fell ow
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Counci | renbers. M nane is Zak
Pyzik and I'mthe Senior Director
of Public Affairs at the
Pennsyl vani a Restaurant and Lodgi ng
Associ ation, representing 400
operators in Phil adel phia and nore
than 5, 000 nenbers statew de.

Firstly, thank you to this
Council in its prior efforts in
formalizing the City's pernmanent
Qutdoor Dining program | also
commend Counci | nenber Rue Landau
for introducing this resolution
today authorizing Gty Council to
conduct hearings on the Cty's
Qut door Dini ng program

VWi le streeteries have
becone an integral part to the City
both for residents and visitors,
it's inportant to recogni ze that
the Streetery programis relatively
new to Phil adel phia. G ven the
program s novelties and the recent

changes to the Adm nistration and
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Cty Council, we believe it's
critical for Philadelphiato
eval uate the current program
conpr ehensi vel y assessing what is
and isn't effective.

PRLA supports Counci | menber
Landau' s resol ution marking the
initiation of this critical
di al ogue. The coll aboration
bet ween this body, the forner
adm ni stration and stakehol ders
across various industries ensured
t he permanence of outdoor seating
i n Philadel phia, and for that we
express our gratitude.

As with any new initiative,
enhancenents can be made. The
I ncreased opportunities for outdoor
di ni ng showcase the creativity of
our businesses, providing a unique
di ni ng experience for residents and
visitors. | should also note that
there is urgency to this

conversation not only due to spring
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and sunmer being on the horizon,
but especially given all the
visitors we intend to host as a
region in 2026.

Last week the
Adm ni stration rel eased a new
streetery licensed guide offering
updat ed gui dance to owners and
operators facilitating outdoor
dining. W comend this step and
hope it signals a commtnent to
providing certainty, predictability
and gui dance to the hospitality
I ndustry.

Phi | adel phia's thriving
restaurant scene, predom nantly
| ocal | y-owned and refl ecting
di ver se backgrounds, contri butes
significantly to the Gty's appea
for visitors and residents. The
hospitality industry not only
creates jobs but fosters a sense of
community i n our nei ghborhoods.

The Streetery program has
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opened new opportunities for
operators and diners alike
benefiting restaurants and their
surroundi ngs. Once again, thank
you, Council nenber Landau and this
body, for initiating this very
I nportant conversation. W | ook
forward to working with you and
col | aborating in any way we can.
PRLA stands ready to assist in any
way possible as we collectively
nove forward. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.
WIIl the derk please cal

t he next person for public comment.

CH EF CLERK: Erica Brown
commenting on 240109, Viol ence
I nci dent O earance Act.

(No response.)

CH EF CLERK: Erica Brown.
They' re com ng.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Did Anmanda make her way down yet ?
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CH EF CLERK: |'m not sure.
(Wtness approached

podi um)

MR BROM:. M nane is
Erica Brown fromWest Philly.

Thank you for having ne. What |
have here is a poster board full of
postcards that young kids have
drawn of what they want to see at
their rec centers and libraries.
It's very beautiful. [|'mhappy to
send you a picture |ater.

But what |'mhere to talk
about is public safety. And ny dad
was shot. He lives in West Philly.
During Hurricane, ny grandnonis
basenent was destroyed. My dad had
to go there three days a week to
bring her groceries. And the real
solutions to public safety is
maki ng sure that everyone has their
basi c needs, right. So that's why
"' m here.

And | talked to many of
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you. | really appreciate giving ne
the time to go over our G een
Spaces Active Places Canpai gn,
which is, one, fully funding and
staffing rec centers and libraries
to keep them open and have
programm ng; nunber two, repairing
every rec center and library so
they're safe, accessible and
one-on-one 100 percent renewable
energy; nunber three, creating
public community gardens to grow
fresh food; and nunber four,
creating fam | y-sustaining union
j obs and training prograns to
acconplish all of the above.

And if we do this, we wil
have a nmuch safer city, a nuch nore
vibrant city. And so, | appreciate
again having net with nmany of you.
And | woul d pl ease recomend t hat
you put us in contact with the
Mayor because despite our efforts,

we have not been able to contact
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her yet. And | know that this is
sonet hi ng she woul d want to
support. So thank you so nuch.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please call the next
person for public comrent.

CH EF CLERK: Joy Par ham
Thomas speaki ng on 240107, Private
Cty Sector Diversity. Joy
Par ham Thonas.

(Wtness approached
podi um )

M5. PARHAM THOVAS: Good
nor ni ng, everybody. Thank you for
your tinme and your recognition.
I'"d just like to say that this is a
honor to stand here today and be
recogni zed for the work that |'ve
done in this Cty with food,
justice and education through

culinary arts, and | hope to
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connect with sone people in this
roomtoday and nove forward to
create safer spaces with the
community w apped around educati on
and access.

For anyone who knows anyone
in the 19143, we're offering free
neal s and free brunches to everyone
in need. The goal is to feed the
Ki ngsessing area for free. You can
join us there every Tuesday from
3:00 to 5:00 p.m, | believe. W
have our small|l grocery store.
Everything is free down to the
bags.

You do not need to provide
any formof identification. Just
cone as you are. So | hope to see
you guys there. Feel free to share
the word. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: Amanda Ayal a.

(Wtness approached

podi um )
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M5. AYALA: Geetings. W
name i s Amanda Ayala. Thank you so
much for having ne today. |'mhere
i n honor of Brother Rahi m Abdul
Muhammad and al so known as the
Mayor of Lancaster Avenue for those
of you who know himwell. And I'm
just absolutely excited for him

He's such a huge
inspiration. | net M. Mhanmuad
about a couple of years ago. And
he said, why don't you cone on down
and help nme with ny sumrer canp
program-- actually it was a w nter
canp program And | said,
absol utely.

"' ma honeschool nother of
two. |I'malso a nenber of the
Bl ack Farnmers Co-op and farner
nyself. And | cane down and
assisted himw th the program and
we' ve been tied at the hip ever
since. W've had a beauti ful

relati onship working with each

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 29/ 2024

88

2/ 29/ 24 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT
ot her and he's an absolute joy to
work with and a true inspiration to
the community.

He works tirelessly to make
sure that every child in West
Phi | adel phi a has sonething fun to
do any tine they're outside of
school. He gives ne carte bl anche
to run the programthe way | see
fit wwth all the different
activities, and he's just -- he's
one of the nost exciting nmen |'ve
ever net about this New Freedom
District And his redevel opnent
plan. And |'mjust honored to know
him  Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Excuse nme one second. The Chair
recogni zes Counci | menber Kat heri ne
G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you, Counci

Pr esi dent .
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Today | respectfully
request an early leave and | would
like to be recorded as voting aye
on all resolutions that are |listed
on the Final Passage Cal endar,
particularly the resolution for our
dear departed col |l eague M. M chael
A. Decker.

Thank you, M. President.
And t hank you, coll eagues.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You're wel cone. Leave is granted.

WIIl the Cerk please call
t he next person for public coment.

CH EF CLERK: Jeff
Hor nst ei n speaki ng on 240107,
Private Gty Sector Diversity.

(Wtness approached
podi um)

MR, HORNSTEIN. H. I'm
Jeff Hornstein, the Executive
Director of the Econony League of
G eater Phil adel phia. Good

norni ng, M. President and esteened
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menbers of City Council. The
Econony League is our City's and
regi on's i ndependent think-and-do
tank founded in 1909 by forward-

t hi nki ng busi ness | eaders united by
the belief that businesses have a
civic responsibility beyond
profit-maki ng.

And our mssionis to
foster inclusive and equitable
growt h and prosperity in Geater
Phi | adel phia. That's why I'm
thrilled to be here this norning
testifying in support of Resolution
240107. Peopl e who know nme know I
hardly ever testify in support of
anyt hi ng.

W really just try to stick
to the facts. But this Commttee
IS SO inportant to create,
Council's Special Commttee on City
and Private Sector Diversity,
Equity and Inclusion. As many of

you know, the Econony League has
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been t he backbone for collaborative
effort between our eds-and-neds
anchor institutions to boost the
share of their billions of dollars
of annual spending that goes to
di verse and local firms, an
initiative that we call
Phi | adel phia Anchors for Growth and
Equity or PAGE.

In the past five years,
we' ve hel ped dozens of local firns
capture tens of mllions of dollars
of contracts with institutions |ike
Penn, Drexel, CHOP, Jefferson,
Tenpl e, anong others. W' ve hel ped
firms achieve growh by | everagi ng
i nstitutional supply chains.

W' ve gotten significant
fundi ng from Bank of Anerica,
Lenfest, TD Charitabl e Foundation
Barra, J.P. Mdrgan. W' ve |aunched
a portfolio of PAGE-certified
conpanies we're calling the PAGE

100 diverse local firns that are

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 29/ 2024

92

2/ 29/ 24 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT
prequalified to do work with maj or
institutions.

As it happens, tonight we
will be celebrating the 5th
anni versary of our work at our
Annual PAGE Summit to be held on
this, the last day of Black Hi story
Month. 1'd like to call this Black
Leap History Day at the Underground
Rai | road Museum Mayor Parker,
Commerce Director Martinez wll be
featured speakers as we di scuss
breaki ng down barriers to access
for local and diverse firns, access
to capital regional best practices
and a need for robust data-sharing
anong the partners.

W'l | be rel easing our
Annual | npact Report this evening,
| ayi ng out the significant progress
that has been made. But to
par aphrase ny nmentor and our PAGE
Co-chair Harold T. Epps, we need to

be doing nore and doing it faster.
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Frankly, while we have a great set
of partners in our anchor
institutions, and nmany of them are
I nnovators in creating opportunity
for local and diverse firns.
There's a lot of roomfor
I mprovenent .

Qur | npact Report anal yzed
nearly $9 billion in institutional
spend and found | ess than 5 percent
of it going towards |ocal and
diverse firns. So we need this
Committee. We're in support of it.
| ook forward to working with this
Council to increase. And talk is
cheap. It's tinme to act.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

WIIl the derk please cal
t he next person for public coment.

CH EF CLERK: Regi na
Hai r st on, speaki ng on 240107,
Private Gty Sector D versity.

Regi na Hai r st on
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(Wtness approached
podi um )

M5. HAI RSTON: Regi na A
Hai r st on, President and CEO of the
African Anerican Chanber of
Commer ce for Pennsyl vani a, New
Jersey and Del aware. Good nor ni ng,
Presi dent Council and esteened
menbers of City Council.

| stand here before you
today on behal f of the nenbers of
the African American Chanber of
Commerce in support of Resolution
240107, authorizing the creation of
a Special Commttee on Gty and
Private Sector Diversity. AACC
serves as the voice of over 200,000
Bl ack- owned busi nesses in the
Del aware Val |l ey and Sout heastern
region with around 80 percent of
our nmenbership being | ocated right
here in Phil adel phi a.

Yet nore than half report

havi ng | ess than 35 percent of its
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contracts in business in

Phi | adel phia. Too often we've
heard from our nenbers about the
difficulty of navigating the
procurement processes, whether it's
deci ding to becone a mnority-owned
certified enterprise or connecting
to non-mnority firnms in the hopes
of partnering as a JV or
subcontractor on contracts that
have been long held by non-mnority
firms.

Wiile we know this City

Counci | has taken steps on
di smantling these barriers, they
still persist. Too often we hear
the other stories of not being able
to connect to affordable capital
and favorable returns in order to
scal e and take on new
opportunities. And for those that
do have the capital, they do not
have the talent, which is not

al ways readily avail abl e.
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Too often we hear the
stories of Black wonen-owned firns
yet being the fastest grow ng
popul ati on of entrepreneurs, they
are maki ng average revenues of
$30, 000. For instance, the AACC
conducted a yearlong study with
Bl ack wonen early education
provi ders and found that not only
di sparities in revenue persist but
al so policies that govern the ECE
do not reflect the unique
chal | enges Bl ack and Brown ECE
provi ders face.

We are in support of this
because while we are w tnessi ng DEl
effort being dismantl ed across the
nation, this Council has the
opportunity to doubl e-down on
ensuring all of its residents and
busi nesses have access to
opportunities and basic services
that are the hall mark of our great

city and nation. Thank you for
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this opportunity.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Oerk please call the next
speaker.

CH EF CLERK: Debra Irons,
commenting on 240109 in support of
the Victim Act resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Can the follow ng individuals
pl ease nmake their way to the podi um
if that's okay: M chael Wite,
Angel o Perryman and Donna Allie.

(Wtness approached
podi um)

M5. I RONS: Good norning.
My nane is Debra Irons. | am here
to represent being a part of the
solution, not the problem And I
wor k at Parksi de Evans seasonal | y.
This will be ny eighth year com ng

back. And in those ei ght seasons,
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I've noticed that things have been
di sappearing as in art canp,
organi zed basketball that | used to
officiate there and just popsicle
sticks. W need sone organi zed
prograns at Parkside.

| feel that we've been
negl ected and ny heart is init.
And | would just |ike to once again
be a part of the solution, and we
need sone help there. So |I'mjust
here to state that case. This is
ny first time being here and | I|ike
it. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

(Wtness approached
podi um)

MR VWH TE: M chael Wite.
Good norning. The one thing | know
about everybody in this
intimdating roomis that we |ove
Phi | adel phia. Looking on the news
and seeing you guys in chanbers, it

just | ooks easy but | see this is a
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difficult job that you guys do.

' m here today because of
t he young nman who had the poster
board, Erica. He walked in ny rec
center and asked, what do you guys
need, how can | help. And | just
want to urge everyone in the room
to walk in your local rec center
and do the sane thing Erica did,
say what do we need here and how
can | help.

This is terrifying for ne.
| don't want to be here. | cane up
Wi th every excuse to not cone. But
| don't think I would have had a
good day had | not spoke. W need
funding in our rec centers. Thank
you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please call the next
speaker for public comment.

CH EF CLERK: Angel o
Perryman speaki ng on 240107,
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Private City Sector Diversity.
Angel o Perrynan.

(Wtness approached
podi um)

MR. PERRYMAN: Counci
Presi dent Johnson, di stingui shed
menbers of Council, good norning.
My nane is Angelo Perryman. |'m
the President of Perryman Buil di ng
and Construction Services. Thank
you for allowing ne this
opportunity to participate in this
Council session to offer coments
on the creation of a Special
Commttee on Diversity, Equity and
I ncl usi on, DEIl.

W' ve heard so nuch about
what DEI should be, but | want to
share for a nonent what it is. |In
its sinplest action, DE
acknow edges the beneficial results
delivered in Bl ack, Brown and
woren- owned busi ness conmuni ties

when the odds for nornmal success
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are small er.

Again and again these firns
go out with resiliency to really
chal |l enge the systemto continue to
show that they've earned the right
to be a part of this comrerce and
to be a part of what this Counci
bel i eves and supports.

You guys are the front
line. There is nobody el se that
def ends busi nesses |ike ours the
way you're going to defend us. The
return on investnent to the Cty
and the Commonweal th nmerit support
of DElI. Wile our firmhas created
over 1,000 construction jobs and
conpl eted over 1,000 projects
within this Geater Phil adel phia
market, | can't see all the faces
that we've touched. But | see the
chances that we've created for a
better Phil adel phi a.

We hired the first African

American carpentry foreman in the
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City of Philadel phia. There was a
| ong | egacy before | got here, but
we were the ones that did it. |
can only tell you how-- | can't
tell you how many Council people --
| can't tell you how many people
that we have hired that are on the
apprentice (inaudible), but being a
part of that community allows us a
chance to shape their lives, show
them a better way, give thema
chance to be a different person in
their own conmmunity to show t hat
they can be a valued part of it.

Wth this distinguished
body, | ask -- in short when |I'm
talking to ny team | usually ask
t hem one question every day before
we start out. |Is it a 411 issue or
iIs it a 911 issue. They usually
tell me and | know pretty clear how
critical it is.

This issue regarding DElI is

a 911 issue that requires
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first-hand attention. And that
first-hand attention requires
everybody to look in the mrror.
And when they look in the mrror,
they say | did ny part. In
doing -- when | do ny part as the
busi ness person, you as the front
line, I need that help to say that
we have the opportunities and the
access that we need to continue to
gr ow our busi nesses.

Three qui ck points that |
want to nmake in two areas that are
critical to ne: Education, we need
to create the best next 21st
century educated students that can
take the new jobs that are now
comng out. W need to create sone
grant fundi ng which showed itself
very inportant through the pandem c
to allow us the chance to bridge
what we're planning to correct.

On econonic opportunity, we

want to encourage the financi al
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institutions to better devise
access to grow capital,
specifically intended to address
the issues that keep busi nesses
fromgetting access. |I'Il |eave
comments. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Cerk please cal

t he next person for public comment.

CH EF CLERK: Donna Allie
for 240107, Private Sector
Diversity.

And can Lorina Marshall -
Bl ake, Tom Webster and Evel yn
Sanple-Cates all make their way to
the podium Thank you.

Donna Al li e.

(Wtness approached
podi um )

M5. ALLIE: Good norning,
Counci | President and --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Good norni ng.
MS. ALLIE  --
Counci | menbers. |'m Donna Allie

and |I'm President of Team C ean,
whi ch is a buildi ng mai ntenance
firmhere in Philadelphia. |'m
supporting the passage of

Resol uti on 240107 sponsored by
Counci | President Kenyatta Johnson
that would create Gty Council's
Special Commttee on Gty and
Private Sector Diversity, Equity
and | ncl usi on.

Il wll begin with the
definition of DEI, just the one
sentence. Diversity, this involves
actively seeking out and engagi ng
with suppliers fromvarious
backgrounds, including but not
limted to race, ethnicity, gender,
sexual orientation, disability and
soci oeconom ¢ status.

Equity, equity in

procurenment means providing fair
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and inpartial opportunities for all
supporters regardl ess of their
background or size. 1nclusion,

i ncl usi on neans creating an
envi ronnment where all suppliers
feel val ued, respected and
support ed.

My conpany Team C ean began
over 40 years ago. | was cl eaning
houses with nmy nom around the Main
Line with ny nom and several wonen
from West Africa. The conpany has
grown since then to providing
enpl oynent |i ke Angelo for
t housands of nen and wonen in the
Cty, and I will say good union
jobs. | could not have --

( Appl ause.)

M5. ALLIE: Thank you. |
coul d not have grown ny business
wi t hout the help of Council man
Jones, who was then Director of
MBEC. Thank you, Councilman. |

al ways tell people, Council nenbers,
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if it had not been for OEO and
t hese type of prograns, | would
still be a donmestic housekeeper on
the Main Line. And | want to thank
you all for that.

And today we face an attack
on affirmative action, which
undoubtedly will spill over to
procurenent opportunities. W need
these policies. The next
generation of businesses need these
policies. Like Angelo said, we
need you nore than ever. Upcom ng
opportunities like technology, life
sciences and even the $2.5 billion
new sports conplex right here in
Sout h Phi | adel phi a, these
opportunities are too nunerous to
I gnor e.

| can count on ny hands and
toes the nunber of Black and Brown
busi nesses that are over 20
mllion, and they're not many. |

don't have all the answers, but
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what |'ll say to you is please, |
beg of you, we need your support.
Thank you and God bl ess you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

WIIl the derk please cal
the next individuals for public
conment .

CH EF CLERK: Lorina
Mar shal | - Bl ake for an Ahnmad
resol ution introduced today.

Can al so Tom Webster,
Evel yn Sanpl e- Cat es and Vernoca

M chael make their way to the

podi um

(Wtness approached
podi um )

M5. MARSHALL- BLAKE: Thank
you. | am Lorina Marshall - Bl ake,

the fornmer President of the Orega
Onmega Chapter of Al pha Kappa Al pha
Sorority, Inc. here representing ny

Presi dent Charl ene Collins and our
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over 500 nenbers. | am speaking
today for the Chapter in support of
t he resol uti on which honors the
life and | egacy of renowned
oncologist Dr. Edith Mtchell, a
truly, amazing and inspirationa
woman whi ch was i ntroduced by
Counci | woman Menber Ni na Ahnmad.

Joi ning ne today are sone
of our Al pha Kappa Al pha Sorority
menbers. W have been active in
service to the Phil adel phia
community for alnost 98 years. In
fact, the Chapter just |ast weekend
hosted the Pink Goes Red Heal t hy
Heart Program for the West
Phi | adel phia conmunity.

And speaki ng of service,
Dr. Edith Mtchell was the epitone
of excellence, integrity and grace,
a true trail blazer in cancer
research, a retired Air Force
Brigadier General, the first female

physician to attain this rank and
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she was a nenber of the Omega Orega
Chapter of Al pha Kappa Al pha
Sorority.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
kay.

MS. MARSHALL- BLAKE:
Dr. Mtchell was born and raised in
Brownsvil |l e, Tennessee. And when
she was a little girl, she was
i nfl uenced by a Bl ack doctor,
sonmeone who | ooked just |ike her,
who treated her grandfather when he
made a house call. She was
val edi ctori an of her high school
cl ass and at Tennessee University
she was initiated then into Al pha
Kappa Al pha Sorority, Inc.

Her medi cal degree was from
the Medical College of Virginia.
Her studies continued at Meharry
Medi cal Col | ege and Geor get own
University. Dr. Mtchell was an
oncol ogi st at Jefferson Health and

nost recently was the Enterprise
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Vi ce-president for Cancer
Disparities at the Sidney Kinmel
Cancer Center.

She transitioned at the age
of 76. But nost inportantly, her
| eader shi p extended not just here
in Philly but beyond that. At her
menorial service -- and | see the
red light -- on Tuesday, it was
heartwarm ng to see and hear her

col | eagues tal k about her being a

trail blazer, brilliant and highly
respect ed.
Dr. Mtchell, | hear her

voi ce saying life has not always
been easy but she never gave up.
She faced adversity with poi se and
resolve. She indeed was an amazi ng
person and incredible friend. The
world is a better place because she
was here. Those of us who were
honored to be a part of her life
are truly blessed. Thank you,

M. President.
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( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please call the next
person on public coment.

CH EF CLERK: Tom Webst er
speaki ng on 240107, Private Sector
Diversity.

(Wtness approached
podi um)

MR. WEBSTER  Good nor ni ng,
Counci | President and your esteened
col | eagues here at City Council of
Phi | adel phia. M nane is Tom
Webster and |'m here in support of
Cty Council Resolution 240107,
whi ch aut horizes the creation of
programm ng com ng out that's going
to produce the DEI programfor the
Cty of Phil adel phi a.

My perspective on this
i ssue i s unique. As a 40-year
entrepreneur, | also had the
responsibility in the Casey

Adm ni stration of overseeing
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affirmative action EEO mnority
busi nesses, snall busi ness prograns
across the state of Pennsyl vani a.

It really doesn't matter
whet her you're calling themthat or
during ny era, affirmation action
or civil rights initiative. What
these prograns do is create
opportunities for people who have
been [imted by barriers to achieve
hi gher education, go into business
and even own hones.

Wth ny organi zation Bl ack
Squirrel, we currently founded an
initiative here in Philadel phia to
i nvest in local conmunity
devel opers to build 60 affordable
housi ngs here across the Gty of
Phi | adel phia working with the Land
Bank.

In addition to that, what
you have is historically
limtations put in front of people.

The MBDA, a federal agency puts out
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several facts. The first thing is
that mnority businesses are denied
| oans at three tinmes the
counterparts of their Wites.
Mnority firnms often when given
| oans are forced to pay higher
I nterest for |esser anounts.

And minority firnms in terns
of governnent contracting, whether
it's local, state or federal often
find thenselves limted in terns of
opportunities that's presented to
them In addition to that, what
you have is when prograns are
driving to be significant, you are
then given the opportunity to nake
change.

One of the things that we
saw when | was with the Casey
Adm ni stration that we were com ng
around and i ntroduci ng prograns
com ng out of first the Bakke
deci si on that was changi ng

education in terns of affirmative
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action, in terns of enrollnment and
then the Croson decision which
limted mnority set-aside
busi nesses.

As a result of that, we
were given a mandate to figure out
how to still drive mnority
participation and state contracting
across 30 percent. | amproud to
say not only did we neet that goal,
but also too we exceeded it. And
we exceeded it based on
intentionality.

Thi s body has the
opportunity to do sonething
significant here in the Cty of
Phi | adel phia by being intentional.
And t hrough being intentional, you
can create policies, but nore
I nportantly hold people
accountable. Let ne repeat that,
hol d peopl e accountable for what it
is that you' re nmandating that they

can be done.
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In the Casey
Adm ni stration, we were responsible
for hol di ng cabi net nenbers
accountable for neeting their
procurenent goals and contract
responsibilities, and that's how we
created and funded many of the
signi ficant businesses here in
Phi | adel phia today from PRM to
EMSCO to the Lonmax Conpani es.
Thank you very nmuch Council for
allowing ne to speak this norning.
( Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.
WIIl the Cerk please cal
t he next person for public comment.
CH EF CLERK: We will have
Evel yn Sanpl e- Cat es speaking on a
resol uti on Counci |l nenber Ahnad
I ntroduced and adopted today.
Can Vernoca M chael
Eveline Phillips and Julia Platt

al so make their way to the program
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Evel yn Sanpl e- Cat es.
(Wtness approached

podi um)

M5. SAMPLE- OATES: Good
nor ni ng, Council President and all
nmenbers of City Council. M nane
Is Evelyn Sanple-Cates and | am a
proud nmenber of the Links, Inc. and
Al pha Kappa Al pha Sorority, Inc. |
am here today to speak on the life
and | egacy of ny dear friend
Dr. Edith Peterson Mtchell.

She made her mark in this
wor |l d by giving back and comm tting
her life to elimnating health
di sparities affecting individuals
in comunities in Philadel phia and
beyond. Dr. Mtchell was an
oncol ogi st at Jefferson Health and
determ ned, determ ned to change
the trajectory of nedical outcones
of cancer in the Black and
under served comunities.

She was a teacher, a
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heal er, a health equity chanpion
and a pioneer in her field. She
was highly decorated as a retired
U.S. Air Force Brigadier General,
the first woman physician in
history to attain this rank. She
was a bel oved wife, nother, sister,
grandnot her and friend to nmany.

But to ne she was a nentor, a
confidante and ny sister, not by
bl ood but by | ove.

In Cctober of 2020, | had
t he honor of sponsoring her
menbership into the Links, Inc., a
bel oved organi zati on that was
founded in Philadel phia in 1946 by
two African American wonen. The
Li nks is one of the nation's ol dest
and | argest vol unteer service
organi zations of extraordinary
wormen who are commtted to
enriching, sustaining and ensuring
the culture and econom c survival

of African Anericans.
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Qur core values are
friendshi ps, service and
commtnent. The Links, Inc. has
attracted many di stingui shed wonen
who are individual achievers and
have nmade a difference in their
communities and the world. Like
our very own Mayor, Mayor Cherelle
Parker, City Representative Jazelle
Jones, retired Gty Council nenber
Marian Tasco and the | ate great
Counci | woman Augusta d ark, al
menbers of the Links, Inc.

Dr. Mtchell served our
organi zation well as the Chair of
our Health and Human Services
Commttee. She wll be greatly
m ssed, but her |egacy and her work
will live on to save lives forever.
| want to thank Council nenber Ahnmad
for sponsoring this resolution for
your friend. Thank you, Dr. N na
Ahmad. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please call the next
i ndi vidual s for public comment.

CH EF CLERK: Vernoca
M chael. Al so, can Eveline
Phillips, Julie Platt and D Angel o
Keyes al so make their way to the
podi um

Vernoca M chael

(Wtness approached
podi um )

M5. M CHAEL: President
Johnson, nmenbers of Gty Counci
and all assenbled. Good norning.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Good nor ni ng.

M5. MCHAEL: |'mhere to
speak about Dr. Edith (inaudible)
and Al pha Kappa Al pha Sorority, and
a friend of the | egendary Bl ue
Hori zon, the nunber one boxi ng

venue in the worl d.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Amen.

M5. MCHAEL: Dr. Mtchell
treated both ny friend and ny
Boxing Director of the Legendary
Bl ue Hori zon, but she was al so
supportive of our Annual Cancer
Boxi ng Show, to which we invited
cancer survivors and contributed to
many cancer organi zati ons.

Dr. Mtchell was also a
person who received an honor award
fromthe Blue Horizon Boxing
Pronotion, LLC. She received it
for her excellence in her field of
wor k and her support of the
education of the Blue Horizon
students, and | represent the
students. W continue to support
and salute Dr. Edith P. Mtchell
for a job well done. Thank you
very nmuch, Council.

(Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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You' re wel cone.

CH EF CLERK: Eveline
Phillips speaking on a resolution
i ntroduced by Counci | menber
Phillips today.

(Wtness approached
podi um )

MS. PHILLIPS: Good
nmor ni ng, Council President and
Counci | renbers. M nane is Eveline
Phillips. | ama research
coordi nator and heal th educator at
Penn Medi ci ne' s Abranson Cancer
Center Ofice of Community Qutreach
and Engagenent where | address
di sparities in colorectal care
screeni ng anong vul nerabl e
popul ati ons i n underserved
communi ti es.

We are deeply grateful for
the opportunity to help to clear
March as Col orectal Cancer
Awar eness Month i n Phil adel phi a.

I'd I'i ke to thank Council menber
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Anthony Phillips for his help to
make this happen. Al so, sponsoring
the bill, Jam e Gauthier and
Counci | woman Ahmad.

I would like to share a few
facts about col orectal cancer.
Col orectal cancer is the cancer or
grow h of the large intestine. It
Is the third nost common and | et hal
cancer in the United States. In
2024, approxi mately 150, 000
I ndividuals wll be diagnosed wth
col orectal cancer and about 50, 000
of those wll die of this disease.

I ndi vi dual s over the age of
45 are at risk even if they do not
have synptons. Fortunately, a
col orectal cancer screening is
entirely preventable. There are
many tests available to prevent and
find colorectal cancer early, from
sinple at-hone tests to
col onoscopy. Penn Medicine is here

to help you to prevent you and your

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 29/ 2024

124

2/ 29/ 24 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT
| oved ones prevent col orectal
cancer. W are working with
I nsurance conpani es, foundations
and ot her research agencies and our
bel oved sports teans.

Counci | mrembers, it would be
a great privilege to collaborate
with you. | hope you consider
allowing us to attend future events
and work together towards creating
heal t hi er, happi er and
nor e-i nformed conmuni ties one
screening at a tine. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please call the next
person for public comment.

CH EF CLERK: Julie Platt
speaki ng on a resolution introduced
by Counci | renber Thomas. Al so,

D Angel o Keyes, Lynn Landes and

Mel ba Terrell, please make your way
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to the podium

(Wtness approached
podi um)

M5. PLATT: Hi, everyone.
My nane is Julie Platt. Sone of
you guys m ght know ne because |
work for Bell evue Strategies but
I"'malso a runner. |'mpart of the
Phi | adel phi a Runner Track C ub, and
| just wanted to thank
Counci | mrenber Thomas for honoring
nmy teammate and friend and teacher
El ai ne Estes.

She qualified for the
AQynpic Trials in 5 -- I'msorry.
She qualified with the A ynpic
Trials running 5 mnute 57 seconds
per mle for 26.2 mles which is
really, really fast.

(Appl ause.)

M5. PLATT: And she was
only -- 163 other wonen in the
country nmade the Aynpic Trials.
She ran the Aynpic Trials in
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Olando, did really well, ran a 245
whi ch is about 6:20 per mle people
which is also extrenely fast. And
the best thing about her though is
that she's also a public school
teacher at Furness H gh School in
South Philly and she teaches
Spani sh, and she's been inspiring
her students to really understand
t hat anybody can achi eve sonet hi ng
and that you don't have to be a
prof essi onal runner or be sponsored
by a big conpany to be able to
really follow your dreans and nake
a difference. So | just wanted to
honor her as a fellow teammte and
t hank Counci | menber Thonas.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Gerk please call the next
person for public coment.

CH EF CLERK: D Angelo
Keyes speaki ng on a resol ution

i ntroduced and adopted by Squill a
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t oday.

Can Lynn Landes, Mel ba
Terrell and Dr. Atrayee Basu-
Mal | i ck al so nmake your way to the
podi um

D Angel o Keyes.

(Wtness approached
podi um )

M5. LANDES: Good norni ng.
My nane is Lynn Landes of
safestreetsphilly.org. W do not
support the resolution calling on
the U S. Congress to pass the
VICTIMAct. It is ironic for Gty
Council to want federal support to
stop crinme in the Gty when at the
sanme tinme Gty officials have gone
out of their way to invite crinme by
decl ari ng Phil adel phia a sanctuary
city.

What ki nd of nessage is
City officials sending when they
encourage the violation of federal

immgration |laws, and did the
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citizens of Philadel phia even
support such an unlawful ill egal
policy. WAs our sanctuary city
designation the result of the
i nformed consent of the governed?
Was there a referendumthat the
public could vote on? No.

Qur sanctuary city status
was a result of an Executive O der
fromthe fornmer Mayor's Office. It
IS an open invitation to drug
deal ers as well as sex and human
traffickers. Tens of mllions of
illegal immgrants were already
living in the United States, but an
estimated 7 to 10 mllion
additional illegal aliens, mainly
mlitary-age young nen, have poured
across the borders in just the past
three years.

Do you know how many active
mlitary personnel we have? Only
1.3. Make no mstake, this is an

invasion. W are nowliterally a

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622



Stated Meeting
02/ 29/ 2024

129

2/ 29/ 24 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT
narco state wi th governnment
of ficials assisting the drug
cartels in their takeover of
immgration into the United States
as well as controlling the illega
drug trade across the country. CQur
federal governnent as well as
governnent officials in
Phi | adel phi a and ot her sanctuary
cities and states are responsible
for this invasion, which is a large
part of our crinme problem

And all the noney in the
world won't fix it, but enforcing
the lawwill. 1t's the obvious
solution that Cty Council needs to
finally enbrace. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please call the next
speaker for public coment.

CH EF CLERK: Mel ba Terrel
speaki ng on 240103, Land Bank for
District 3.

(Wtness approached
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podi um )

MB. TERRELL: Happy
Thursday. Kenyatta Johnson,
congratul ati ons being the
Presi dent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you.
MS. TERRELL: | was here 10
years ago. | ama 24-year

col orectal cancer warrior.

M. Jones, | cane to your office.
M. Jones, | spoke to you. | am
bei ng sued over -- | am being sued
over a tangled title. | am being

sued over a tangled title that your
office -- | thought | was getting a
Cty honme. N ne years later |I've
been paying the City. | cannot
even get a nortgage.

| am about to be honel ess
in 60 days. | ama 24-year
colorectal cancer warrior. Al 1'm
asking you, M. Jones, is please

rectify this because there is no
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place for nme to go. There is no
housi ng for nobody. [|'m asking
you, M. Jones, if you can rectify
this. Either I'"'mgoing to have to
sue the City to get all of ny noney
back. So |I'm asking you again can
you please help ne rectify this. |
have everything | need. The City
made an agreenment with ne. For 12
years --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Excuse ne, ma' am

M5. TERRELL: -- to pay off
back taxes --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Excuse ne, ma'am | just want to
make sure that your comments are
germane to the actual Bill No.
240103, which refers to Land Bank,
| and distribution in the 3rd
Council manic District.

M5. TERRELL: President
Johnson, | understand that.

Presi dent Johnson, but this was the
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only way for ne to cone in here to
express nyself. This was the only
way for nme to do this. | done
call ed down there. | done been to
be the Municipal Building, so this
was the only way for nme to express
how | feel. So |I apologize to you
if it's not the resolution for
t oday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Chair recogni zes Councilman Curtis
Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you, M. President.

The young man st andi ng
right there, M. dass, will take
you and we can start that process
ri ght now.

M5. TERRELL: | have
everything that | need right here,
M. Jones

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Ckay.

M5. TERRELL: Okay. Let ne
get ny stuff.
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( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please call the next
speaker.

CH EF CLERK: Dr. Atrayee
Basu- Mal | i ck or Basu-Mllik
speaki ng on the resol ution
Counci | mrenber Ahmad i ntroduced and
adopt ed t oday.

(Wtness approached
podi um)

DR. BASU- MALLI CK: Good
nmor ni ng, Council President Johnson.
Good norning to esteened
Counci | renbers. Thank you to --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Excuse nme. Can everybody tone it
down just for a second so we can
hear the individuals providing
public coment please.

Pl ease restart your
remar ks

DR. BASU- MALLI CK: Good

nmor ni ng, Council President Johnson.

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 29/ 2024

134

2/ 29/ 24 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT
Good norni ng, esteened nmenbers of
the Council. Thank you,
Counci | renber Dr. Ahmad, for
bringing up this resol ution and
t hank you to Council nenber Squill a
for attending the nenorial service
and speaking at Dr. Edith
Mtchell's nenorial service at
Jefferson

| amDr. Atrayee Basu-
Mal | i ck, an oncol ogi st by
prof essi on and one of her nmany,
many nentees. |'mhere with ny
col | eague Hugh Lavery to pay
tribute to the extraordinary life
and | egacy of Dr. Edith P
Mtchell. Born in the |ate 1940s
to a farmer and a honemaker in
Brownsvill e, Tennessee, she was
i nspired to becone a physician
after witnessing firsthand the | ack
of access to adequate health care
for people of color at that tine.

This inspiration al so
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gui ded her career, not only as a
heal th care pioneer but also as a
barrier breaker and civil rights
chanpi on. Perhaps there's no
greater testament to Dr. Mtchell's
| egacy of service than her ability
to prioritize individuals in
nmedi cal | y underserved comruniti es.
Dating back to a tine as stated
Surgeon of M ssouri by vol unteering
at a clinic, she was known to nmake
sick hone drives to exam ne
immgrant farmng famlies in a
renote area with a high rate of
sickle cell disease.

Thr oughout her illustrious
career, Dr. Mtchell had a
mul titude of | eadership roles at
Jefferson. As the Enterprise Vice-
president for Cancer Disparities
and the Director of the Center to
el i m nate cancer disparities, she
tirel essly chanpi oned the cause of

heal th equity.
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Dr. Mtchell was a barrier
breaker. She earned her flight
Wi ngs at the age of 40 with two
t eenage daughters and al so becane
certified in aerospace nedi ci ne.
And in the process, she created
hi story by becomng the first woman
physi ci an who was a Bri gadi er
General in the Air Force. Over her
36 years of mlitary service, she
earned over 15 prestigious mlitary
service nmedal s and ri bbons,

i ncluding the Legion of Merit and
Air Force achi evenent and
commendat i on nedal s.

Dr. Mtchell's extensive
list of professional, civic and
community awards is too lengthy to
cover in this brief talk. Her
I nfl uence transcended her nedi cal
practice with sought-after insights
from prestigi ous organi zations |ike
Nat i onal Cancer Advisory Board and
NI H Council| of Councils as the 116
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Presi dent of the National Medical
Associ ation and a dedi cated nenber
of nunerous professiona
(inaudible). She tirelessly
chanpi oned diversity and incl usion
in health care.

Due to her profound
experience in cancer research
Dr. Mtchell was appointed to the
NCl's Bl ue Ri bbon Panel advising on
then Vice-president Biden's
Nat i onal Cancer Mbonshot
initiative. As we bid farewell to
a true trail blazer, |let us not
nmour n her passing, but rather
celebrate the extraordinary life of
Dr. Edith P. Mtchell. Her |egacy
will continue to inspire us all to
strive a world of equity, justice
and conpassi on reign suprene.
Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

WIIl the Cerk please call the next
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i ndi vi dual s on public coment.

CH EF CLERK: [|s Hugh
Lavery speaki ng? Hugh Lavery.

(Wtness approached
podi um )

MR. LAVERY: Counci l
President, | just want to thank you
for the opportunity to honor the
| egacy of ny friend and col | eague
Dr. Edith Mtchell. Thank you so
much.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: Can we al so
have Rich Garella, Jereny Blatstein
and Ogbonna Hagi ns nake their way
to the podiumas well.

Mal i k Muhanmad.

(Wtness approached
podi um )

MR. MUHAMMAD: Good
nor ni ng, President Johnson,

Counci | mrenbers and ny fellow
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Phi | adel phi a si blings and guests.
My nane is Mali k Mihammad and |'m
the Director of Inclusion
Initiatives and Social Justice
Education at the University of
Pennsyl vani a.

On this, the |last day of
Bl ack Hi story Month, |'m beyond
honored to be here today to speak
in full support of the passing of
the resol ution recogni zing ny
fat her Abdul - Rahi m Muhamuad as a
Bl ack Hi story maker. Since the day
| was born and well before, this
hunbl e man has been commtted to a
life of service. For over 50
years, he has served the Cty of
Phi | adel phia conmunity with the
hi ghest form of dedication and
persistence that is truly
I nspi ring.

| remenber when | was young
he consistently instilled in ne

that patience is a virtue. Today
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IS a testanent to that, his

pati ence and perseverance and
uplifting the African Anerican

Musl i m communi ty of Phil adel phia
are a reflection of a long |ine of
soci al change-makers that have
undoubt edl y shaped the experience
of past, present and future
gener ati ons.

As a young man nyself who
lives here in the Cty, |'ve seen
firsthand how ny father gives of
hinmself tirelessly as an activist,
educator and public servant. H's
energy, spirit and drive for
freedom justice and equality is
all inspiring and needed today nore
t han ever.

As | yield ny tine, |
invite you to enbrace ny father's
| ight as you continue to shine your
own on this City, this country and
our world. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please call the next
speaker.

CH EF CLERK: Speaki ng on
240107, City Private Sector
Diversity.

(Wtness approached
podi um )

MR. MUHAMMAD: That was --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Let me back up. M. Mihanmad, go
ahead, sir. W yield the floor to
you, Ssir.

MR. MUHAMMAD. My nane is
Abdul - Rahi m Muhammad. And |'mthe
Director at the New Africa Center
Musl i m Aneri can Museum and Archive
over at 4243 Lancaster Avenue. And
| would love to thank this
di stingui shed body for honoring ne
as a Black Hi story naker and to the

Counci | renber Jam e for even
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recogni zing the work that we do.

| stand here today really
in ny whole mnd, heart and soul
that 1'mno nore than a
continuation of the spirit of ny
ancestors. M/ father was the
founder of the Lancaster Avenue
Busi ness Associ ation and | stand on
hi s shoul ders. He was known as the
Mayor of Lancaster Avenue. And so,
["mcarrying that title today. |I'm
t he new Mayor of Lancaster Avenue.

( Appl ause.)

MR. MUHAMMAD:. M/ dad had a
dream of transform ng Lancaster
Avenue and make it a vibrant
corridor, and God has blessed ne to
be able to partner with
di stingui shed people |ike Msaic
Devel opnent Partners and ny
capacity to connect wth peopl e,
not because | have any noney, but
because ny social capital and

because of ny sincerity and because
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['"'ma mssion-driven person.

Li ke ny son just said, God
has given nme the quality of
patience. And with patience and
consi stency, God says he guarant ees
you success. So I'ma living
wi tness that you can be successful.
So thank you so nuch for this
di stingui shed honor. | invite you
all to come to our New Freedom
Di strict Nei ghborhood Pl an neeting
that we're hosting Saturday, March
9th at the O ara Muhammad School .

And | invite you all to
come and give your input and your
I deas on how we can use arts and
culture and history and
nei ghborhood identity to transform
our community. So welcone to the
New Freedom Di stri ct.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
I know that's right.

CH EF CLERK: W have Rich
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Garel |l a speaki ng on 240107, the
City Private Sector Diversity

Can Jereny Bl at stein,
Qgbonna Hagi ns and Stephani e Marsh
al so make their way to the podi um

(Wtness approached
podi um )

MR. GARELLA: Well, that's
alittle tough to follow

(Laughter.)

MR. GARELLA: Good norni ng,
Counci | President Johnson and
Counci |l renbers. M nanme is Rich
Garell a and Happy Leap Day,
everyone. Today you will consider
a bill on diversity, equity and
i nclusion. Five years ago the
Par ks Departnent and Fai rnmount Park
Conservancy - -

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Excuse nme, M. Garella.
M. Garella, just one second.

The Chair recognizes

Counci l man Curti s Jones.
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COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you, M. President.

Very briefly, | had the
honor of know ng M. Mihammad's
father. And if you ain't the apple
that fell fromthe tree, | don't
know about trees. And to see your
son following in your footsteps in
his own way is truly, truly
heartwarm ng and to see that
pati ence does pay off. So
As-sal anu al aykum

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Wa ' al aykum sal am

MR. GARELLA: Today you
will consider a bill on diversity,
equity and inclusion. Five years
ago, the Parks Departnent and
Fai rmount Conservancy devel oped a
plan to renovate FDR Park. A nmmjor
part of that plan would repl ace
nmeadows, woodl ands and protected
heritage trees with a |large

subur ban-styl e sports conpl ex
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featuring 16 artificial turf
playing fields at a cost of $100
mllion supposedly in nanme of
equity for the kids.

Now, thanks to this past
Sunday' s Phi | adel phia Inquirer, all
of you know the true cost of this
toxic turf. Young athletes fal
victimnot only to injuries but to
brai n cancer, |eukem a and nore
because --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
M. Rich, M. Rch --

MR. GARELLA: -- of the
forever chemcals --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
M. Rich, can we speak on what's
gernmane to the --

MR. GARELLA: That's right.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
-- bill at hand, which is focusing
on creating a Special Conmittee on
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion in

the public and private sector as it
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relates to addressing equity and
maki ng sure Bl ack and Brown and
wonren and ot her individuals have an
opportunity to have a seat at the
table when it conmes to devel opi ng
busi nesses here in the Gty of
Phi | adel phia. Go ahead.

MR. GARELLA: Well,
Il wll -- certainly | do think it's
rel evant. Thanks to the Inquirer,
you all know that the clains that
there is artificial turf that
doesn't contain these forever
chem cals, they're sinply untrue.
The testing is msleading. The
vendors lie. The Conservancy |ies.

There is no such thing as
safe artificial turf. Yet in that
five years this Council has never
voted on this plan to repl ace a
| arge part --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Rich, I'mbeing --

MR. GARELLA: And that's

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 29/ 2024

148

2/ 29/ 24 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT

why we never get to address --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Al right. Go ahead and -- thank
you, Sir.

WIIl the Cerk please cal
the next person to speak.

CH EF CLERK: Jereny
Bl at st ei n speaki ng on 240103, a
Land Bank resolution in District 3.

Can Ogbonna Hagi ns and
St ephani e Marsh al so make their way
to the podi um

(Wtness approached
podi um)

MR. BLATSTEIN. 1'd just
li ke to say how noving that was
just to hear M. Mihanmad speak
just now. That was really
powerful. | for the |ast year had
spent tinme with Queen Mt her Fal aka
Fattah at the House of Unpja, and
t hose types of people are the
backbone of the communities that we

have in Phil adel phia and their
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or gani zati ons need to be supported.
So | just first off wanted to say
t hat .

But good norni ng,

Kenyatta -- President Johnson,
Counci | nrenber Jam e Gaut hi er and
Cty Council. M nane is Jereny
Bl atstein and |'mthe Director of
Fi nance and Design for Orens
Brothers Real Estate. Sonme of you
in this roommy know ne from ny
Twi tter account, Next PHL Mayor,
but that's not why |'m here today.

(Laughter.)

MR. BLATSTEIN: |I'mhere in
support of Bill No. 240103, which
will transfer land fromthe Land
Bank to allow us to build 11 hones
for ownership in West Phil adel phi a
sold at prices between $200, 000 and
$280, 000. How? The Turn the Key
program

The Turn the Key program

allows us to build these hones and
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sell them at those prices. It
creates generational wealth for
famlies via homeownership. This
is only a small step in tackling
t he af f ordabl e housi ng probl em
faci ng Phil adel phia. But as Mayor
Parker has said in her first term
I'"'mcommtted to building 30,000
units of affordable housing and
putting Turn the Key on steroids.
Let's nmake it happen.

Streanml i ne the Land Bank
process, support organizations |ike
Bl ack Squirrel and of course end
Counci | mani ¢ prerogative. Thank
you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please call the next
person for public comment please.

CH EF CLERK: (Ogbonna
Hagi ns, speaki ng on 240109, the
Vi ol ence I ncident Cl earance Act.

(Wtness approached

podi um )
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Good norni ng, Ogbonna.

MR HAG NS: Before |
start, | would really like to send
Council and the City of
Phi | adel phi a nmy condol ences for the
passi ng of M chael Decker and the
new Cl erk m spronouncing nmy nane --

CH EF CLERK: |'msorry.

MR HAGNS: -- just
remnds ne of the first tine that
M. Decker m spronounced ny nane
and | had to go in the office and
tell himthat it's Ogbonna and the
Gis silent.

CH EF CLERK: (Ogbonna
Hagi ns, ny apol ogi es.

MR HAGNS: So | really
send everybody ny condol ences
because it's a great loss. So |

understand the reason to

investigate violent crines. |I'm
speaking on the Violence -- the
VICTIMbill. So |I understand the
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I nportance of dealing with crine.

| understand the inportance
of decreasing the closure rate in
murders, right. But | don't want
Council to forget that the
obj ective of getting rid of the
ghost guns, it was not to nake them
| egal which it actually does
because it provides people who have
federal licenses the ability to
manuf act ure those guns.

And as | spoke two weeks
ago, it actually is structurally
raci st because the only people who
can really get a federal license to
produce ghost guns are Wite folk
who have noney and the individuals
who actually are, for negative
reasons, but popul ari ze ghost guns
are going out of the ghost gun
i ndustry the sane way that Afro
Anericans are | ocked out of the
marijuana industry that Afro

Anericans pretty nuch pronoted and
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made happen.

So | just want to inplore
Council to reviewthe bill that I
I ntroduced as an unseated
Counci | mrenber on structural racism
because al nost everything that |
heard people talk about today is a
result of structural racism \Wen
| was a teacher in an architecture
program we had a contest. W had
to conpete agai nst the suburban
school s.

And t he suburban school s
had conputers and top of the |ine
equi pnent, and ny students had
broken drafting boards. So guess
what we were told, you have to
overconme, you have to overcone.
Why? Because t he Dobbi ns School
shoul d have been equal to the
schools in the suburb. Structura
racismis the greatest problem
that's affecting not only

Phi | adel phia but this country.
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And by Phi |l adel phi a bei ng
the city of first, it would be
absolutely incredible for the
menbers who have not read this bil
toread it and to adopt this bil
because it solves a | ot of
probl ens, particularly gun violence
which is the -- the study Roadnap
to Safer Comunities says at its
roots, gun violence is a result of
structural racism so | decided to
produce this bill since none of you
guys did it. Mybe you're so busy,
I know.

But what |I'm saying to you
is read this bill, adopt this bill.
Soneone pl ease introduce this bil
and get it to the first Afro
American wonman Mayor's desk to sign
this historic legislation. Thank
you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

WIIl the Cerk please call the next
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person for public comment.

CH EF CLERK: W have a
St ephani e Marsh speaking on a
resol ution Council menber Ahnad is
adopti ng today.

(Wtness approached
podi um )

M5. MARSH. Good norni ng,
Presi dent Johnson and
Counci | menbers. Hello to Liz
McCollum a Grls'" Hghgirl. | am
St ephani e Marsh and |' m not
speaking for the Adm nistration or
for AKA, but amsaluting a
remar kabl e woman Dr. Edith
Mtchell. It's still Black Hi story
Month and we are on the cusp of
Wnen's History Month. Thanks to
Counci | renber Ahmad and her
staffers aka Kyra and Duwayne.

Dr. Edith Mtchell rare
like the |l eap day was born on a
Tennessee farm and was | ater high

school valedictorian in
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Brownsvill e, Tennessee. She had
credentials. She was a
bi ochem stry maj or at Tennessee
State University, an HBCU in
Nashville. Think, Oprah, WIlm
Rudol ph, Sixers Robert Covi ngton
are graduates.

Dr. Mtchell was initiated
into AKA in 1966. She graduated
fromthe Medical College of
Virginia and she furthered her
studi es at Meharry, anot her
nati onal HBCU. She was phenonenal ,
brilliant, a rock star. And she
was a worl d-renowned Jefferson
Heal t h oncol ogi st for al nost 30
years. Her expertise was in cancer
research and she concentrated on
colorectal, prostrate and breast
cancer and specifically triple
negative breast cancer, which
di sproportionately inpacts wonen of
color, like Goria Caserez, who has

a state nmarker posted outside of
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Cty Hall.

Dr. Mtchell made breast
awar eness an international focus of
AKA.  How? The past |nternational
Presi dent of AKA, d enda G over, is
the current President of Tennessee
State University. Dr. Mtchell
host ed our AKA Onega QOrega Chapter
menbers at Jefferson Hospital for a
few tinmes. She educated us so that
we coul d educate others. M nom
who's here |liked those events.

In February, for Bl ack
Hi story Month she woul d host a
synposi um at Jefferson Health for
Bl ack Physicians as she invited all
of her other groups for the history
| essons and to honor nedi cal
schol arship recipients. She was a
mentor to scores of nedica
prof essi onal s t hroughout her
car eer.

A focus for her was to

i ncrease the nunber of
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underrepresented individuals in
medi ci ne. \Wen she becane the
Presi dent of the National Mdical
Associ ation, those are the Bl ack
doctors, this was in 2015, she
want ed t hen Mayor M chael Nutter to
appear at an NVA Board neeting. He
attended and then the foll ow ng
year the National Convention of the
NVA was hel d in Philadel phia. That
was Dr. Mtchell, always teaching,
connecting, seeing the big picture.

Interestingly, her menorial
service the other day was held in
the M chael Nutter auditorium
Al so, as the NVA President
Dr. Mtchell and faned attorney
Benjami n Crunp who was the NBA
Presi dent, those are the Bl ack
| awyers, hosted an event for Bl ack
doctors and | awyers during the DNC
hel d in Phil adel phia. The tal ent
in that roomwas all inspiring.

In 2020, she was recogni zed
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as a fellow of the Royal Coll ege of
Physi ci ans of London. The RCP was
founded in 1518 by King Henry the
VI1l, the mark of achievenent and
skill as a doctor. She's a Bl ack
woman bei ng recogni zed in London
for this achi evenent.

Dr. Mtchell's |ife journey
was to elimnate cancer disparities
for all popul ati ons regardl ess of
background or zip code and to
i ncrease the diversity of patients
enrolled in clinical trials. She
had extraordi nary credentials and
accol ades but was very hunbl e, but
al so very demandi ng.

| | earned very quickly when
Dr. Mtchell called, you responded
and made what ever she want ed
happen. She was al ways the
Bri gadi er CGeneral. Like the three
AKAs in Hidden Figures,

Dr. Mtchell was a hidden figure

who shoul d be saluted for her
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contributions to Philadel phia and
beyond.

And | just want to point
out, her sister Phyllis and
daughter Dal e are here today. |
know Dale is here from M ssouri .
Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Are there any ot her speakers on
public coment for today?

CH EF CLERK: Counci |
President, there are no other
speakers on today's Cal endar.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
That concl udes today's public
comrent peri od.

W will now consider
resol uti ons on the Second Readi ng
and Fi nal Passage Cal endars.

WIIl the Cerk please read
the title of the resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: Resol ution

240103, a resol ution authori zing
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t he Phil adel phia Land Bank to
di spose of 18-20, 24-30 and 34-36
South 44th Street, and 4422 and
4426-30 Ludl ow Street |ocated in
the 3rd Councilmanic District in
accordance with the terns of
Chapter 16-700 of The Phil adel phi a
Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | woman
Jam e Gauthier for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, Council President.

I nove for the adoption of
t he resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

Al those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

WIIl the Cerk please read
the title of the next resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: Resol ution
240107, a resol ution authori zing
the creation of a Special Committee
on City and Private Sector
Diversity, Equity and Incl usion
Policies to exam ne the inpact of
such policies and to provide
practical evidence-based
reconmendati ons to enhance policy
effectiveness in the pronotion of
mnority, wonen and di sabl e- owned
busi nesses in the Cty of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber

| sai ah Thomas for a notion on the
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resol ution on ny behal f.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
you, Council President.

On your behalf, | nove for
t he adoption of the resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

Al those in favor w |
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

WIIl the derk please read
the title of the next resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: Resol ution
No. 240108, Counci |l nenber Thonas
for Council President Johnson, a

resol uti on authorizing the
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reconveni ng of the Phil adel phia Tax
Ref or m Commi ssion and its Advisory
Committee to conduct an updated
conprehensi ve anal ysis of all taxes
i nposed in the Cty of Philadel phia
and to nmake recommendati ons
concerning tax refornms that support
the City's economc growth and
conpetitiveness.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
| sai ah Thomas for a notion on the
resol ution on ny behal f.

COUNCI LMAN THOMVAS:  Counci |
President, | just want to take a
second to really thank you for your
| eadership on this particul ar
issue. This is one of the biggest
probl ens we have in our city right
now that's not being di scussed.

So | enthusiastically nove
for the adoption of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Thank you. |t has been noved and
properly seconded the resol ution be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor w il
signify by saying aye.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIl the Oerk please read the
title for the next resolution.

CH EF CLERK: Resol ution
No. 240109 i ntroduced by
Counci | menber Jones, a resol ution
calling on the United States
Congress to pass the bipartisan
Vi ol ent Incident C earance and
Technol ogi cal Investigative
Met hods, VICTIM Act which will

gi ve | aw enforcenent the support
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they need to investigate violent

crime and increase the closure rate

of hom ci de cases.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | man
Curtis Jones for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you, M. President.

| nove for the adoption of
t he resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and properly

seconded the resol ution be adopted.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The ayes have it and the resol ution

i s adopt ed.
WIIl the Cerk please read
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the next title of the resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: Resol ution
No. 240111, introduced by
Counci | menber Lozada, a resolution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 2428 North
Orianna Street located in the 7th
Council manic District in accordance
with the terns of Chapter 16-700 of
The Phi | adel phi a Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | woman
Quet cy Lozada for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Thank
you, Council President.

I nove for the adoption of
t he resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

All those in favor wl |l
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signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the resol ution
i s adopt ed.

WIl the derk please read
the title of the next resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: Resol ution
No. 240112, introduced by
Counci | mrenber Young, a resolution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phi a Land
Bank to di spose of 2464 North
Natrona Street |ocated in the 5th
Council manic District in accordance
with the terns of Chapter 16-700 of
The Phi | adel phi a Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Jeffrey Jay Young for a notion on
t he resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  Thank
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you, M. President.

I nove for its adoption.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resol ution be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the resol ution
i s adopt ed.

WIl the derk please read
any additional resolutions on
today' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution recogni zing March 2024
as Col orectal Cancer Awareness
Mont h and pronoting the public

awar eness of the risk of colon
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cancer introduced by Anthony --
Counci | menber Philli ps.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Ant hony Phillips for a notion on
t he resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS:  Thank
you, Council President.

I nove for the adoption of
t he resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded the resol ution be adopted.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the resol ution
i s adopt ed.

WIIl the Cerk please
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read --

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
i ntroduced on behal f of Counci
Presi dent honoring Kenneth E.
Lawr ence, Jr. on his appointnent as
Board Chair at the Southeastern
Pennsyl vani a Transportati on
Aut hority and recogni zi ng
M. Lawence for his dedication to
i nproving transit service across
t he SEPTA net wor k.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recognizes
Counci | nrenber -- | m ssed that.
Who was that again?

CH EF CLERK: Sorry.
Glnore --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
She's not here --

CH EF CLERK: -- she asked
for | eave.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber

| sai ah Thonms.
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COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
you, Council President.

On behal f of you and
Counci | mrenber G I nore Ri chardson, |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution has
been adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

Thank you very nuch,
Counci | menber Thonas.

WIl the derk please read

the title of the next resol ution.
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CH EF CLERK: A resolution
congratul ati ng the Audenried High
School G rls Basketball Team for
Wi nni ng the 2024 Public League
Chanpi onship. It was a resolution
I ntroduced by Council nenber G| nore
Ri chardson on behal f of Council
Presi dent Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
| sai ah Thomas for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN THOMVAS:  Thank
you, Council President.

On your behalf as well as
Majority Leader G | nore Richardson,
| hesitantly nove for the adoption
of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

All those in favor wl |l
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signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and this
resol uti on has been greatly
adopt ed.

WIIl the Cerk please read
the title of the next resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
honori ng the Def ender Associ ation
of Phil adel phia on the 90th
anni versary of the Association's
foundi ng and recogni zi ng the
contributions of the Association
and its attorneys to Phil adel phia's
crimnal justice system Also, a
resol ution introduced by
Counci | menber G I nore Richardson on
Counci| President Kenyatta
Johnson's behal f.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
| sai ah Thomas for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN THOMVAS:  Thank
you, Council President.

On your behalf as well as
the behalf of the Majority Leader,
| nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Can | get a second?

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor w il
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The ayes have it and the resol ution
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I s adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
honori ng M. Abdul - Rahi m Muhamrad
on the occasion of Black Hi story
Month for his contributions to West
Phi | adel phia i ntroduced by
Counci | menber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | woman
Jam e Gauthi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Thank you, Council President.

I nove for the adoption of
the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Those opposed?
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(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Congrat ul ati ons.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
honoring and congratul ating the
Educat or of the Month, El aine
Estes, a Spani sh teacher at Furness
Hi gh School who recently
participated in the U S dynpic
Trials as a marat hon runner,

I ntroduced by Counci |l menber Thonas.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
| sai ah Thonmas.

COUNCI LMAN THOMAS:  Thank
you, Council President.

I nove for the adoption of
t he resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor w il
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
A resolution recognizing the life
and | egacy of Baba Joe Foster, a
community | eader in the novenent
for African-centered education in
Phi | adel phi a i ntroduced by
Counci | mrenber Thonas.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
| sai ah Thomas for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
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you, Council President.

"Il speak nore indepth
about Baba Joe on the floor. So
for now |l nove for the adoption of
t he resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor w il
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
recogni zi ng and honoring
Dr. Jo-Ell e Mogerman for her
| eadership as the first fenmale and

first Black Chief Executive Oficer
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and President of the Phil adel phia
Zoo, introduced by Council nmenber
Jones.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Curtis Jones for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: | just
want to recognize that that's
nostly in the 3rd Council manic
District, but | nove for the
adoption for the parking lot that |
represent.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
That parking is a big deal though.

It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Those opposed?
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(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
recogni zi ng and honoring Joy
Par ham Thomas for her inpactful
contributions to thriving Bl ack
food culture in Philadel phia as a
chef, culinary educator and
advocate for food justice
I ntroduced by Counci |l nenber Landau.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Rue Landau for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU: |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be

adopt ed.
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Al'l those in favor wll
signify be saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the resol ution
i s adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
aut hori zi ng Phil adel phia Gty
Council to conduct hearings and to
I nvestigate the efficiency,

I npl enent ati on and enhancenent of
t he outdoor dining program and

I nprove opportunities for
restaurants to operate streeteries
and sidewal k cafés, introduced by
Counci | mrenber Landau.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Rue Landau for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU: |
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nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resol ution be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the resol ution
i s adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
honori ng and recogni zi ng the work
and acconpli shnents of Denise
Ri pl ey whose dedication to the
Cty, to conmunity service and to
the housing rights of all --

(Appl ause.)
CH EF CLERK: -- have
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I nvi gorated and supported civic
life in the Gty of Philadel phia,
I ntroduced by Counci | menber Brooks.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Brooks for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Yes,
| nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Al'l those in favor will signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

Congrat ul ati ons.

(Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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WIIl the Cerk please read the
title of the next resolution.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
honori ng and recogni zi ng Prudence
Powel | for her powerful advocacy,
| ove for her community and her
inspiring work to keep famlies in
Phi | adel phi a whol e and to provide
sanctuary and stability to all,

i ntroduced by Counci | nenber Brooks.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Brooks for a nmotion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS: |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that a resolution be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll

signify by saying aye.
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(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

WIIl the Cerk please read
the title of the next resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
honoring and recognizing the life,
wor k and acconpl i shments of
Rochel e Ni chol s Sol onon whose
dedi cation to serving, teaching and
advocating for students and
mar gi nal i zed peopl es has i nproved
the lives of people across the City
of Phil adel phia, introduced by
Counci | mrenber Brooks.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Brooks for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
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Council President, | nove for the
adopti on of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

Al those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the resol ution
i s adopt ed.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Congr at ul ati ons.

WIIl the derk please read
the title of the next resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
honori ng and recogni zi ng the work

and acconplishnents of the Stadi um
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St onpers whose dedication to
advocating for the North
Phi | adel phia conmmunity and for
housing rights for all people have
hel ped secure nei ghbor hood
stability for communities in the
City of Phil adel phia, introduced by
Counci | menber Br ooks.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Brooks for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Counci| President, | nove for the
adoption of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Congrat ul ati ons.

WIl the derk please read
the title of the next resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
proclaimng the nonth of March in
2024 as Irish Heritage Month in the
Cty of Phil adel phia and honori ng
the St. Patrick's Day Observance
Associ ati on of Phil adel phi a,
i ntroduced by Counci | menber
Driscoll.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Make sure you bring them donuts
t 00.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber M ke Driscoll for a

noti on on the resol ution.
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COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that a resolution be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
celebrating the life and honori ng
the nmenory of trail blazing
physi ci an, researcher and
humani tarian Dr. Edith Peterson
Mtchell, introduced by
Counci | menber Ahnad.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Chair recogni zes Council nenber N na
Ahmad for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  Thank
you, Council President.

I nove for the adoption of
t he resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor w |
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the resol ution
i s adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a

resol uti on honoring and cel ebrating

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 29/ 2024

192

2/ 29/ 24 - STATED - 2ND READI NG
the life and | egacy of forner Chief
Clerk M chael Andrew Decker, our
friend, colleague and dedi cated
public servant, introduced by
Counci | menber O Nei l | .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recognizes -- this wll
be a standing vote. The Chair
recogni zes Council nenber O Neill.

Al'l nmenbers pl ease stand.

(AI'l Council nenbers stood.)

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL: 1 nove
for the adoption of the resolution
and a nonment of silence.

(Monent of silence.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIl the Oerk please read the
title of the next resolution.

CH EF CLERK: There are no
nore resol utions on the Cal endar
for consideration, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
That conpl etes our Cal endar for

t oday.
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Are there any speeches on
the part of the Mnority?

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Yes.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Thank
you, Council President.

Today on the | ast day of
Bl ack History Month |I'mintroducing
resol utions in honor of several
Bl ack | eaders who have been nmaking
hi story right here in Philadel phia
as part of Living Hi story PHL.

The first that | introduced
was Prudence Powel|. Prudence was
unable to be here, and earlier you
saw a picture of her because she's
currently in hospice so her
children were here for her and they
wanted to get back.

Prudence is a chanpion for
I mmgrant justice and her work is

an inportant rem nder of the
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I ntersection of racial justice and
immgrant justice in our city. As
a | eader of the Shutdown Berks
Coalition, she succeeded in closing
down the Berks County Detention
Center which inprisoned Bl ack and
Brown imm grant famlies seeking
asylum Prudence is currently in
the hospital, but her famly was
here on her behal f.

Second, | would like to
honor Rochelle N chols Sol onon who
took this kicking and scream ng. |
had to call her personally nyself.
And | have to say this because so
often as Bl ack wonen we feel |ike
we don't deserve the honor after
all the hard work and setting a
pat hway for just wonen in general
in our city.

Rochell e is a chanpion for
Bl ack and Brown young people in
Phi | adel phia. She has been a

| eader in over 10 organi zations
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focused on education equity,
i ncl uding Youth United For Change,
Education Law Center, Schoo
Advocacy Council at Sanuel Powel |
School, Phil adel phia Public School
Not ebook, Research for Action and
POAXER Interfaith. Through her
advocacy, she has known what is
possi bl e when parents, grandparents
take the lead in transform ng our
school s.

Third, I would like to
honor, 1'm co-introducing with
Counci | renber Young, Denise Ripley
IS a seasoned | eader for people in
Nort h Phil adel phia as a bl ock
captain, a comunity person and an
organi zer with Stadi um Stonpers and
t he Phil adel phi a Unenpl oynent
Project, she shows us the power of
bl endi ng direct service and public
advocacy to strength her community.

And finally, I would Iike

to honor the Stadium Stonpers. The
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St adi um St onpers was fornmed in 2015
as a coalition of comunity
menbers, students and faculty who
cane together to oppose a proposed
football stadiumon Tenple
Uni versity's canpus. Through their
efforts, they showed the power of
comuni ty menbers com ng together
to nmake an inpact on how | and and
resources are used.

When we think of history,
we sonetinmes think about the nmusty
t ext books that we had when we were
I n school or we think about
politicians and general s and ot her
famous nmen who dominate all the
pages in the history books.

It's harder to learn the
stories of everyday people who held
famlies and communities together,
who nurtured novenents, who
shoul dered their way into roons
where they weren't supposed to be

and who chal | enged the course of
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hi story through the daily and
persi stent force of their |ove.

Those are the stories that
we are honoring today and these
people are living history, and we
owe themthe reverence and
gratitude for the ways they have
shaped our communities, our city
and our future. And | just want to
t hank each and every one of these
folk that | introduced or the
groups that we introduced because
these are the fol ks that help
fornmulate ne into being a strong
activist when | was
boot s-on-the-ground. And | have
been commtted to that since |'ve
been el ect ed.

So this Living H story PHL
was just a representation of what
It means to be a Bl ack woman,
raising a famly, trying to figure
it out but still standing up and

fighting for your conmunity, and so
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often I went through the |ist of
all these wonen that canme way
bef ore nme never receiving any
recognition. And I think it's
i nportant that we cel ebrate our
own. And we have to nmake sure that
they realize that they are worthy
of recognition, worthy of the
appreciation and worthy of the
support of the Gty that they carry
on their backs and don't conplain
about it.

And lastly, | would be
remss if | didn't just say
sonet hi ng about M ke Decker. You
know, | just remenber just him
tal ki ng about wanting to take a
vacation and that's what he was
going to do. And as | honor this
Living H story PHL, it rem nds ne
that we should all take a break,
step back, snell alittle roses and
enjoy our famlies while we still

have ti ne.
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And | think in Mke's
honor, Living Hi story PHL | just
remenber all the amazing stories
that he would tell ne over in the
Clerk's Ofice. And I just want
himto know that he will be
remenber ed.

And | also want to wel cone
our new Acting Chief Cerk Liz
McCol | um for stepping up to the
pl ate and hel ping us get back on
track. This is hard for all of us.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  It's
a hard transition for all of us
here in Council, so | just want to
t hank her for her service and being
able to do that.

And | ast but |east, a part
of this Black History PHL, a few
years ago | think we honored M ke
H nson in this room and it's
really nmy honor to continually see

t hi ngs noving forward based on his
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life and | egacy of the work that
he's done around HIV preventi on,
LGBTQ communi ty and housi ng, al
the intersections com ng together.
And we're still seeing his |egacy
play out. So |I'mvery warned and
ki nd of hunbl ed by that.

And | want us -- ny | ast
shout-out. See, | saved it all. |
usual ly don't say anything so be
patient because all of y'all talk a
| ot .

(Laughter.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS: So
one other thing is that we said
that we wanted to do sonething in
honor of Black Hi story Month. So |
want to thank all of ny coll eagues
for being willing to cone and
represent what it neans to be a
part of Black Hi story, whether
you're representing a fraternity or
sorority or African history and

your sorority over there in the
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cor ner.

| just want to thank you
for us com ng together. And thank
you everyone that was willing to
just take a pin, because it's Bl ack
Hi story 365 for ne. However, it
woul d be a | ost opportunity if we
didn't cel ebrate our history today
collectively, realizing that Black
peopl e have made a huge
contribution on our city and
continue to do so.

Thank you so much, Counci
Presi dent .

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You' re wel cone. Good job

Any speeches on the part of
the Majority?

The Chair recognizes
Council man Curtis Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you, M. President.

As | | ook at that weath
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and think about M. Decker, the
18t h nmenber of City Council, Menber
Brooks is so right. He was next
door to me and | would see himin
the hallway. And | asked him are
you going to stay around anot her
term And he tal ked about whet her
or not he would, |I'msure you know
t hat .

You got to take the tine
y'all to -- this is inportant work
that we do, but no nore inportant
than you. It's inportant work that
we do, but it's not nore inportant
than self-care and neki ng sure that
you' re okay.

Transitioning from ny
friend M ke Decker, | want to thank
everybody that canme out | ast
Saturday to Parent University.
Menbers of this body included
hi msel f, M. President, showi ng a
| ot of parents that they are

i nportant, that they matter.
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As you | ook at sone of the
findings we've had in the Crine
Summt and the Blueprint for a
Better Phil adel phia, what we
realize is what goes in the wash
cones out in the rinse. |If we
don't address our children early,
they will be problemadults |ater
on.

You wi nd up spending
what ever the investnent was as a
child three to five tinmes as nuch
trying to correct grown people.
And of the workshops, the resource,
| thank you and your famly for

taking the tinme to walk to each of

t hose 100 -- no, 75 resource
t abl es. It neant a lot to the
provi ders.

Sone of the workshops were
I nsightful, informative but
frightening. The one about words
do matter, they showed a clip from

t he novi e Precious. | don't know
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if you saw it but there's a part in
there where the nother is berating
her daughter and it brought tears
to people's eyes to think that
soneone that you | ook to for
gui dance can push you so | ow.

Anot her wor kshop that |
t hought was inpactful was -- and |
got this from Menber Bass, and |
give you credit every tine | say
it -- what do you do when you
realize when the shooter lives with
you, and it was informative about
what to do wi thout overprosecuting
your child but keeping them safe
even if it's fromthensel ves.
The ot her one that |

t hought was pretty inpactful was
grandparents with a second tour of
duty. More and nore grandparents
are stepping up to the plate for
the second tinme to take on the
responsi bility of raising kids.

This was a first tine, an inaugural
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effort, that we're working with
DHS, CUAs, JEVS and the Parker
Adm nistration to not only make
Parent 2.0 but Parent 3.0 to be
able to provide this. And thank
you for your generous commitnent to
fund this activity, M. President.
Thank you so much

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You' re wel cone, absol utely.

The Chair recognizes
Councilman -- it was a very, very
informative event. | was raised by
my Nana so | get it, the second
tour of duty as well.

The Chair recognizes
Councilman JimHarrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Good
evening -- well, good afternoon,
col | eagues and Council|l President.

I'd like to cormmend ny
col | eague Counci | woman Gaut hi er for
recogni zi ng Brot her Muhammad. It

is true that we wait sonetinmes too
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| ong before we recogni ze the work
that they're doing. And I
encour age anybody that hasn't been
over to the nuseumthat he keeps
there on Lancaster Avenue. As a
student of history, | was very,
very inpressed.

Wth that being said, |'d
also like to thank the co-sponsors
of nmy pothole bill today. You
know, during the canpaign there was
a poll that cane out of what the
citizens of Phil adel phia thought
that we were short on. O course,
the top two we all know which is
crime and education, but nunber
three on that poll by far -- nunber
four wasn't even close -- was
pot holes. And as a hi ghway worker,
| thought there was sonething that
we shoul d be doi ng about that
because the bottomline is what's
bei ng | abel ed a pothole is not a

pothole. It is a construction hole
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that was done illegally by a
contractor.

And the way | know it was
done illegally is because if that
contractor was to pull a permt,
then the Gty of Philadel phia would
come out and fill that hol e because
we want to make sure it's done
right. There's a certain way it
has to go. And it always drives ne
crazy when they get |abeled a
pot hol e.

And |'msure it drives the
citizens of Phil adel phia crazy when
they think that they hit a pothole
and call us in the City trying to
get sone noney for the damage that
was done to their car, and then
they are told once we go out and
I nvestigate that, no, that wasn't a
pot hol e, that was a construction
hole. And of course then we have
to figure out who did that

constructi on hol e.
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So | thank you. This is
very inportant to the citizens of
Phi | adel phia. This is commbnsense
stuff that we need to be doing as a
City. People need to be able to
get around. People need to be able
to drive on our roads w thout
having to worry about losing their
suspension or a tire to one of
t hese massive construction hol es.

So | thank you all and | ook
forward to what we're going to do
in the future. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | renber N na Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  Thank
you, Council President.

I just want to thank
everyone, including her sister
Phyllis Arnold and her daughter
Dal e and all that spoke so

el oquently about the trail bl azing
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physi ci an, researcher, humanitarian
Dr. Edith Peterson Mtchell.

| wanted to just speak to
one aspect of her amazing career.
Her work that she did that hel ped
I ncrease mnority participation in
clinical trials, and she worked
tirelessly to elimnate health
di sparities affecting too many
i ndi vidual s and conmunities in
Phi | adel phi a and across our
country.

If nothing else, | want her
endearing |legacy to continue in
maki ng sure we end nedi cal racism
That is a huge issue in our nedical
communities and it is literally
killing people. So | want to
commend her for all the work she's
done, and I want all of us to
continue and carry out that work so
that nedical racismis no nore.

| also wanted to thank ny

staff nmenbers here Kyra Harris and
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Duwayne Terry who put this
together, since | actually never
met Dr. Mtchell and |I'm sad that |
didn't. And speaking to the point
that giving people their flowers
while they're here and she died
very suddenly, so | want to thank
all of you for recognizing her, but
nost inportantly continue her
| egacy. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Ant hony Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Counci | President, Counci
col | eagues as well as all of
Phi | adel phi a, good afternoon.

Several weeks ago
Counci | wman Lozada and her
col | eagues Counci |l nenbers Harrity,

Driscoll and Squilla rendered and
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commenced several initiatives of
good will to end the |ong nights of
human captivity that residents of
Kensi ngt on nei ghbor hood of
Phi | adel phi a have experi enced.

Unfortunately, their noble
deci si on has not gone w thout
opposition. This opposition has
risen to incredible proportions.
While the majority of residents of
Kensi ngt on wel cone the swift noves
of the Kensington Caucus, there
remains a loud mnority of
I ndividuals that live in places
i ke Ardnore, Narberth and ot her
nei ghbor hoods out si de of Kensington
voi ci ng harrow ngly comrents about
their efforts.

Though Kensi ngt on does not
enconpass the 9th District, | w sh
to offer ny public and unqualified
support for a dramatic, thoughtful,
conpassi onate and tinely shift in

policy for one of Phil adel phia's
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nost bedeviling and vexing
chal | enges and, that is, what do we
do about Kensi ngton.

Most of us here on Council
wel cone the efforts of the
Kensi ngt on Caucus. Qur coll eague
Counci | woman Lozada and the ot her
nmenbers of the Kensington Caucus
and our new Mayor Cherelle Parker
have struck out on the early stages
of a new and wel coned approached to
battling the chall enges faced by
Kensi ngt on resi dents.

| want to be reflected on
the record that they are not al one.
| stand, think, act, pray and
strategize with themas we seek to
address a noral inperative.
Kensi ngt on despite its richness and
resilience represents a gl obal and
| ocal call to action for those who
care about people of the future of
the Gty of Phil adel phia.

As Kensi ngton goes, soO goes

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 29/ 2024

213

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

2/ 29/ 24 - STATED - SPEECHES
Phi |l adel phia. | rise today to say
to the opposition fromindividuals,
that for over a decade we have
tried it your way. W have offered
food, clothes and counseling
services. Yet the problemin
Kensi ngton still exists.

W have calmy tried to get
i ndividuals into treatnent and have
done protection support. Yet the
problemin Kensington still exists.
After we tried it your way for over
a decade, the residents of
Kensi ngton are still held hostage
in their hones.

Wil e many of those in
opposition can afford to go back to
their privileged |ives, there are
peopl e in Kensington, the residents
have to live through this treachery
of reality and they're calling out
for our wavering support. It is
now tinme to give our Mayor Cherelle

Parker and Gty Council's
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Kensi ngt on Caucus the ability to
|l ead differently.

| would be remss if |
didn't say that 7th District
Counci | woman Lozada is a hero.
She's going to lead us into
sonet hing greater when it cones to
this issue.

To quote our Police
Conmm ssi oner Kevin Bethel who nmade
remar ks about Kensington severa
weeks ago, "Phil adel phia, we won't

be in this position this tinme next

year." |'mconfident in our Police
Conmm ssioner. |'mconfident in our
Mayor. |'mconfident in

Counci | woman Lozada and the rest of
t he Kensi ngton Caucus to solve this
I ssue.

In too many corridors
Kensi ngt on has becone a code word
for coomunity in freefall. Online
and in the mnds of too many

peopl e, Kensi ngton has becone
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synonynous with ills of nodernity.
| want to say it's a new day
dawning. |I'min conplete support
of new direction that enphasizes
bot h conpassi on and responsibility.

In ny world and the rest of
wor | d, nost of the people we serve
there are twin towers of the
probl em sol vi ng, conpassi on and
responsibility. One wthout the
other is sinply inconplete. It
says | care about you but wlling
to | eave unchal | enged and
unchanged, that sonehow the state
government cares nore about you
than you care for yourself cannot
be the position. This is
ultimately i nhumane and does not
transform peopl e. People nust be
active agents in their own healing
and transformation. And our city
i n Kensington needs to transform
desperatel y.

|"'mrem nded of soneone in
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my owmn famly who was active in
their own healing and own
transformation. |'mrem nded of
one of ny aunt's stories. M aunt
who struggled with addiction for
several years once canme to ny
grandnot her's house in North
Phi | adel phia strung out on drugs.

The grandnot her from Sout h
Carolina said, Cuda -- that was ny
mom s ni cknanme -- don't let her in
my house. |t pained ny grandnother
not to |l et the daughter she | oved
for several years not to cone into
t hat house, but she knew that the
only way to support her was not
supporting her addiction. She knew
that she wasn't raised that way and
nmy grandnot her fromthe south was
not going to tol erate that
f ool i shness.

My aunt at the tinme did not
understand. She said, Momy, you

won't | et your own daughter in the
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house, how could you, Mommy. And
nmy grandnot her just | ooked and
said, Go do what you got to do. |If
nmy grandnot her woul d have |et ny
aunt in that house, ny aunt would
not have graduated from col | ege
with two Master's degrees. |f ny
gr andnot her woul d have | et ny aunt
in that house, ny aunt woul d not
have becone a great health care
prof essi onal that she is today.

| say to you all today that
we have to stop enabling these
peopl e so they can be people |ike
ny aunt and understand that they
have to be able to support
t hensel ves, and we're going to be
there with them every step of the
way. As policynmakers, we nust
endow our policymaking with equal
parts of conpassion and
responsibility.

We nust act bold, ninbly

wi th our paralyzed ideol ogies that
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i n the past superseded reason,
responsi bility, experience and
human nature. That when we act
aggressively, we are doing so out
of | ove and sonetines fuel ed by the
desperation of our nei ghbors who
are forced to drive the streets of
Kensi ngt on | ooking for their
children or nothers or fathers who
have been sucked into an
unescapabl e web of addiction and
nodernity.

Kensi ngt on Caucus, push us,
bring us along. Tell us what you
and the communities represent and
need. We're not here for Narberth.
We're not here for Ardnore and
we' re not here for anyone el se that
I's not other than the residents of
Kensi ngton. W are with you. W
stand with you and you are our
nei ghbors and we're here to listen

and do. W're here. Thank you.
( Appl ause.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Jam e Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Thank you, Council President.

First, | wanted to invite
all my colleagues and their staff
to a briefing and a report |aunch
by Phil adel phia Coalition for
Af f ordabl e Cormunities on the state
of affordable housing in the Cty.
It will be happening i medi ately
followi ng Council, and lunch w |
be provi ded.

Next, | wanted to just
offer a few words about the late
M chael Decker. First, | want to
express ny condol ences to his
famly and friends and everybody
who knew and loved him | think
the thing that nade ne nost sad
about his passing beyond the fact
that he's not here is that | never

personally got to tell him how nuch
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| appreciated himand everything
that he did for this place to keep
it running and going. And | just
hope that he knew how nmuch all of
us appreciated himfor his efforts
and how i nstrunental he was to
keeping City Hall running every
day.

And it also made nme want to
say a word of appreciation to al
of the staff here. W appreciate
everything that you do to keep our
of fices noving forward, to keep
Gty Council noving forward. And I
hope that we can show each ot her
t hat every day.

But | also wanted to say
t hat when | think about how nuch
M ke Decker gave to this place, it
makes ne al so want -- | hope that
people realize that they' re nore
val uabl e than the work that they
produce, right, on behalf of other

peopl e.
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Al'l of us are public
servants, but all of us at the end
of the day are whole people. And I
hope that we all realize that. And
| hope that we continue to give a
lot to the Gty of Phil adel phi a,
but | al so hope that we take the
time to give to ourselves and to
recogni ze that beyond the work that
we do we are val uabl e because we
are humans and because we exi st.
And so, thank you so nuch.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Counci | mrenber |sai ah Thomas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Af t ernoon, Council President.

Simlar to the energy of
Counci | mrenber Brooks, | don't
normal |y do speeches on the floor
but | have a lot to say. So |I'm

going to try to get through this as
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soon as possible. And y'all know
I'"'ma big fan of lunch, right.

First, M. Decker, simlar
to Council nenber Gaut hi er, great
mnds think alike, | was literally
t hi nki ng about all of the staff,
right. So we had an Educati on
Commttee hearing earlier in the
week, and | offered nmy condol ences
as well as the nenbers of the
Education Commttee to M. Decker.

But listening to Elizabeth
today, she did a phenonenal job and
| ooki ng at the Tech staff as well
as the Sergeant-at-Arns, | was on a
panel recently listening to an
educator tal k about the fact that
often teachers spend nore tinme with
our children than we do because we
spend so nuch tine here.

And you | ook up, we all
spend so nuch tinme together as a
unit, as a Council famly, that you

j ust never know not only when your
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nunber is going to be called, but
you never know how these | osses are
going to inpact us.

O course, ny condol ences
to M. Decker, but simlar to the
spirit of Council nmenber Gaut hier |
just want to say thank you to
everybody who allow us to kind of
sit here, stand here, get all of
the credit for all this stuff that,
you know, nost of it we don't even
t hi nk of oursel ves, right.

W' ve got great staff and
great people around us who advi se
us and who recommend what we do in
the best interest of the City. So
nmy condol ences to M. Decker.

Great job, Elizabeth. But thank
you to everybody who noves Counci
forward

El aine is here today. |
don't know if she's still here.

W' ve been here for a while, but

El ai ne was the person who we want ed
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to recogni ze as our Educator of the
Mont h during public comment. She
Is here. Can we give Elaine a
round of appl ause. She's stil
her e.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: |
t al ked about those teachers who
spend so nuch tine with our
children. And, Council President,
|"mpretty sure it's your District,
not only is she spending tine with
t hose children that we all |ove and
care so much about, she al so found
time to represent the Gty of
Phi | adel phia in the U S. A ynpics
doi ng sonething that | woul d never
do, which is run a marathon. So
t hank you, Elaine. Thank you for
| eadi ng by exanple. And of course,
t hank you for all you do for our
chil dren.

A coupl e of quick

announcenents and then I'mgoing to
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get alittle spicy, Counci
President, if that's okay with you.
| wanted to thank ny coll eagues
Counci | menber Philli ps,
Counci | menber O Rour ke,
Counci | renber Young. [It's not
necessarily popular to tal k about
sone of the things that they stand
for, but the nost inportant thing
that | want to recognize themfor
today is the denographic that they
represent.

On Monday | had a chance to
share the stage with the Mayor. It
was actually ny first time sharing
the stage with the new Mayor.

She's phenonenal. But | had an
opportunity to | ook at the young
Bl ack girls who seen Mayor ParKker
for the first tinme in person, and
she didn't even have to say any
wor ds, her presence, right, where
she's from her story, it inspired

t hem young si sters.
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And it got us thinking
about what we can do because | ust
li ke she's a sister fromthe Cty,
we're all young brothers who live
and represent different parts of
the Gty, and | conmmend each and
every one of those Council nenbers
for stepping up to the plate and
deciding that we are going to fight
one of the nost inportant issues we
have in 2024, which is getting
young Bl ack nen to participate in
the denocratic process.

So our goal in 2024 is
2024. W want to get 2400 young
Bl ack nmen regi stered and pl edged to
vote in this year's General
Election. And this is a bipartisan
effort. W appreciate the
Conmm ssioner's Ofice for joining
us in this initiative. And we wll
continue to announce other efforts,
events and activities to get young

Bl ack nmen educated, inforned and
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regi stered to vote.

| also want to take a
nmonent to announce that starting
tonmorrow and, Council President,
we're in a lot of neetings
together, so | want to publicly
t hank Harrisburg, right. W're
t hanking our legislators in both
t he House and the Senate.

Sonebody, pl ease record
this and put this out there because
they say we don't thank them
enough. But | really want to thank
them for what they did in enacting
and enabling the Gty of
Phi | adel phia to be able to put up
nore canmeras to address issues
around traffic safety, traffic
cal m ng and | ooki ng at what we need
to do to keep cyclists safe,
pedestrians and the citizens across
the Gty of Phil adel phia.

So | want to thank all of

the District Council menbers who
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have agreed to partner with ny
office. This is a canpaign that
will be starting tonmorrow. And we
want to hear from constituents al
across the City of Phil adel phia as
it relates to where they think
t hese caneras should go and what
corridors in the Gty of
Phi | adel phia are not safe and what
we need to do as governnent to
I nprove that.

I['"'mgetting towards the
end, Council President. |
I ntroduced a resolution today in
recognition of Baba Joe Foster.
Anybody who knows ne knows that |
believe in African-centered
education and African-centered
pedagogy and Baba Joe Foster who
while we were in Council today,
famly and friends and educators
actually buried himthis norning.

And Baba Joe Foster, for

t hose who don't know, was a
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prom nent | eader in
African-centered educati on not just
i n Phil adel phia but all across the
country. He was one of the
co-founders of the African-centered
Public Charter School of PA, former
principal at Inmhotep and just to
get a little closer to hone,
actual ly taught with ny father.

For those who don't know,
nmy father was a teacher in the
School District for over 40 years.
And Baba Joe and ny father as well
as M. Art Steinberg for those who
m ght not know is the | eader of the
PFT, all of those fol ks worked
together. And when we tal k about
standi ng on the shoul ders of those
who came before us, the entire
African-centered community, the
entire education community nourns
the loss of Baba Joe. And | felt
that it is only befitting on the
| ast day of Black Hi story Mnth
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that this Gty Council body honors
him his work and his | egacy and
what he neans to education and
specifically African-centered
education here in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

In the spirit of Baba Joe,
we know that we're having sone
issues as it relates to Bl ack-1|ed
institutions here in the Gty of
Phi | adel phia, and there were sone
deci sions that were nmade around a
speci fic school, Math, G vics and
Science that | publicly and
privately disagreed wth.

Based on the hand that we
have right now, as governnent we
shoul d feel obligated to step up
for the famlies and the children
at Math, C vics and Science and
make sure they have a soft |anding.
Toni ght the School Board of
Phi | adel phia is going to be nmaking

an inportant vote as it relates to
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what happens with the famlies and
children involved in Math, G vics
and Sci ence and whet her or not
we'll be able to give those folks a
soft landing as it relates to the
possibility of transitioning as
many staff nmenbers and famlies and
st akehol ders to the possibility of
them being a part of the d obal
Leader shi p Acadeny program

Il will be at the Board
neeti ng toni ght, Council President.
| encourage anybody who cares about
what's going on wwth those famlies
to be at the Board neeting tonight.
And | enphatically ask the School
Board of the Gty of Phil adel phia
to please get this right.

W need to nake sure that
the things that we can't control
that have put us in a position to
have to nake a tough decision, we
have to do what's in the best of

children, we have to do what's in
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the best interest of famlies and
we have to preserve what a | ot of
us call ed The Pub.

Mat h, G vics and Sci ence
has done a great job of being a
phenonenal brand of what we called
The Pub. And sonme of the things
that they've done as it relates to
protecting the integrity of the
Publ i ¢ League needs the opportunity
to continue, and that journey needs
to essentially nove forward.

And so, I'min the position
ri ght now where |'m sonewhat
frustrated, |I'mextrenely concerned
and "'mwlling to do everything in
nmy power as the Chair of the
Education Commttee to protect the
famlies, the children and those
who are suffering fromthe
unfortunate decisions that adults
have made.

W tried for nonths to get

this right, and it's unfortunate

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622



Stated Meeting
02/ 29/ 2024

233

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

2/ 29/ 24 - STATED - SPEECHES
that at the end of Black History
Month we put ourselves in a
position where sonme of the nost
vul nerabl e Bl ack people in the Cty
of Phil adel phia nay becone even
nore vul nerabl e because adults in
government can't get it right.

So I'Il stop right there,
Council President. | probably can
gi ve anot her 15-m nute dissertation
about this issue, but I"'mgoing to
save that nonol ogue for the Schoo
Board neeting tonight. Thank you,
Counci | President.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch.

The Chair
recogni zes Counci | menber -- you
sure you don't want another 15,
Counci | man Thomas? You good?

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  No, |'m
good.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Because you can go. The floor is
yours, opportunity for Majority
speeches.

At this tinme, | want to
acknow edge Counci | nenber Rue
Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:  Thank
you so nuch. | know it's been a
|l ong afternoon, so | will be quick.
First, I want to shout out
Phi | adel phi a chef Joy Par ham Thomas
who' s made remar kabl e contri butions
to Phil adel phia's culinary scene.

My resol ution that |
I ntroduced today honors not only
Chef Joy, but her acconplishnents
i n Phil adel phia's food scene and
her advocacy for the well-being of
food and hospitality workers. As
we heard from her today, she is
giving out free food in
Ki ngsessi ng, and she needs to be
honored. So during Black Hi story
Month, nmy office has been proud to
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lift up Philadel phia chefs who nmake
our city the vibrant and exciting
city we know it to be.

Second, 1'd Iike to thank
nmy col | eagues who cosponsored and
supported ny new resolution to
re-open the conversation around
streeteries and sidewal k cafés. As
a city renowned for its culinary,

di versity and innovati on,

Phi | adel phi a's outdoor dining scene
was a wonderful addition that
benefited restaurants and visitors
al i ke.

However, the transition
from energency measures to
per manent regul ati ons has presented
over bearing hurdles for many
restaurateurs. Through ny new
resolution, we aimto engage in
constructive dial ogue, identify
areas for inprovenent and pave the
way for a nore inclusive and

thriving dining experience. At
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this critical nonent, we have the
opportunity to chanpi on our snal
busi nesses, enrich our culinary
| andscape, especially as our city
noves toward 2026.

And finally, I'"'mexcited to
I ntroduce the Consuner Protection
ordi nance today. This ordinance
chanpi oned by Mayor Parker's
Adm nistration is a crucial step in
conbating unfair business practices
and safeguarding the interest of
Phi | adel phi ans.

Phi | adel phi a doesn't have a
consuner protection ordi nance, and
this ordinance gives our city the
ability to act on the public's
behal f to protect Phil adel phians
fromunfair and unscrupul ous
busi ness practices, fraud and
scans. By enpowering our Law
Departnent to swiftly investigate
and act agai nst deceptive

practices, we send a cl ear nessage
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that fraud will not be tolerated in
our city. From m sl eadi ng
financing to fal se product
advertising, we are conmmtted to
protecting our residents from
expl oi tation.

| thank Mayor Parker for
prioritizing this ordi nance and
each of you for your support. Let
us conti nue working together to
create a fair and secure
envi ronnment for all Phil adel phi ans.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You' re wel come.

Counci | renber Jeffrey Jay
Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

First, I want to
congratul ate Ms. Denise Ripley, a
resident of the 5th Council
District in the 47th Ward.

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622



Stated Meeting
02/ 29/ 2024

238

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

2/ 29/ 24 - STATED - SPEECHES
Ms. Ripley has taught ne a | ot
about her work in the past and her
conti nued support for residents in
Nort h Phil adel phia and beyond.

| also want to thank the
Stadi um Stonpers. As a forner
staffer, I worked on that matter
under Council President Darrel
Cl arke, and their advocacy actually
led ne to take a trip down to New
Oleans with Tenple University to
figure out if it was actually
feasible for a stadiumto be in
Nort h Phil adel phia, which we
concluded it was not. So thanks to
the efforts of the Stadi um Stonpers
for that.
| want to thank

Counci | nrenber |sai ah Thomas for
giving us the platformto reach
young nmen of color in the Gty,
particularly Black and Brown nen,
because it is inportant that our

I ssues are pushed to the forefront
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of the Gty because it is us who
are jailed nore frequently than
others. It is us who are nurdered
nore frequently than others. And
so, it is inperative that us as the
young | eaders of this body to nmake
sure that they see representation
intheir Gty.

| want to give ny sincere
condol ences of the famly of
M chael Decker. Again, as a forner
| egi sl ative staffer his insight was
i nvaluable to nme when | first
started working here in this body
as the legislative counsel to
former Council President Darrel
d arke.

And | want to nmake sure
that | acknow edge the passing of a
former 5th District staffer,
Zenobia Harris who has worked in
Counci|l for over 30 years, worked
for former Mayor John Street when

he was Council man of the 5th
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District and al so for Counci l
President Darrell d arke.

Wen | first started
wor ki ng for Council President
Cl arke, | took over zoning duties
fromher. | was an attorney so |
knew t he | egal aspects of zoning,
but | didn't know the community
side and she taught ne the
communi ty aspect of zoning, and she
will forever be mssed and w ||
forever have a place in ny heart.

But what | want to speak on
Is last Friday was not just another
day in the 5th District. It was a
t hunder ous decl aration of our
community resilience and resol ve.
As Chair of the Streets and
Services Commttee, a nmenber on the
Comm ttee on Commerce and Econom c
Devel opnent and al so a nenber of
the Public Safety Conmttee, ny
teamled by this indomtable spirit

of Bonita Cumm ngs and then in
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col | aboration with conmunity
partners, Mayor Cherelle Parker
| aunched her first ever Safe, G een
and C ean Tour in the heart of
Strawberry Mansi on on the 29th
Street Corridor, showed her
comm t ment and dedication to North
Phi | adel phi a.

W sei zed the nonent
rallying together with fiery
determ nation to reclai mour
streets, our pride and our future.
We didn't just show her the blight,
t he short-dunpi ng, the nui sance
busi nesses, we thrust themin the
spot | i ght exposing the neglect ny
constituents have endured for far
too | ong.

We didn't just point
fingers. W pointed the way
forward. Qur initiative was a
battl e cry agai nst the decay that
has marred our streets, a rallying

call to recl ai mour nei ghborhoods
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fromthe grip of neglect. And |et
me tell you our nessage was heard
| oud and cl ear.

The O fice of O ean and
G een Initiates under the steadfast
| eadership of Carlton WIIlians
didn't hesitate. They pounced into
action, coordinating City agencies
along with departnent heads such as
Streets, Sanitation, Comrerce,
Bui | di ng Enforcenent and Quality of
Life, also with the Parking
Authority who |'ve never seen to
nove this fast to renove abandoned
vehi cl es.

Essential ly, Parking
Aut hority purged our streets
renmovi ng abandoned vehi cl es.
Streets Departnent renoved tons of
debris. Their swift response was a
testanent to our unwavering
commtment. We will not tolerate
negl ect in our community, not now

and now ever. Qur conmunity spirit
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soars higher with each eyesore
renmoved, each blight bani shed.

Last Friday wasn't just
about cleaning up our streets. It
was about unl eashi ng the power of
col l ective action and community
pride. W stood shoul der-to-
shoul der, a force to be reckoned
with, united in our mssion to
build a better tonorrow

Qur work has only just
begun. This is not the end. This
was just an exanple of our
unwavering commtnent to the 5th
District and the transformative
power of our collective efforts.

So I"'murging all comunity
menbers in the 5th District and
beyond, that was just the first
tour that we wll have, but there
wi Il be many others. So if you
have a comrercial corridor, if you
have an area in the Gty that needs

this type of rapid response, we
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will be there. But we need your
support to keep it up.

We can cone through, renove
the debris, but it's up to the
community to maintain this effort.
And we will provide you with al
t hose necessary resources to
mai ntain those efforts.

So, M. President, | want

to thank you for this time. Thank

you.
(Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Quetcy Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Thank
you, Council President.

I just want to take the
opportunity to al so extend ny
condol ences to M chael Decker's
famly. He was sonmeone who was
very supportive of nyself and ny

| egi sl ati ve team since the day |
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wal ked in the door but also was
very supportive of me as a Chief of
Staff walking into City governnent
with no i dea what gover nnent
actually had to do, and he really
provi ded his know edge and
unwavering support. So ny
condol ences to all of his famly.
Pl ease know ny famly is keeping
all of you in our prayers.

And then 1'd also like to
take an opportunity to thank
Counci | mrenber Phillips. Hi's
District does not abut mne. H's
District does not abut any of us in
the 7th Council District, but I am
grateful for the fact that when
there is a question, when he is not
cl ear, when he connects with people
on soci al nedia about the things
that are happening as a result of
the work that the Kensington Caucus
is doing or as a result of the work

that |'m doing as an individual
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el ected in the 7th Council manic
District, he picks up the phone, he
calls, he asks questions.

He corrects ne, right, if |
need correction and he al so
provi des support and i deas and
reconmendat i ons about how to
further inprove the quality of life
for the residents of the 7th
Council District.

And so, | say that to say
to all of ny colleagues here, the
work that we are doing in the 7th
Council District and through the
Kensi ngt on Caucus will not be easy.
The optics are going to be painful
and they are going to chall enging,
but they are absol utely necessary.
And |'ve said that nmany tines.

| invite you, nmy door is
open, ny cell phone is always on,
ny text nessages are al ways
available. | invite you and your

staff to sit wwth me, sit with the
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Caucus, ask us questions. Don't
take the things that you read in
the paper or the comments that
peopl e make that often tines are
not of those who live in that
community. Don't take that as
facts because often tines they are
not and/or there is nore
I nformati on associated with that.

My providers are being
bonmbarded by calls from fol ks on
this legislative body about wanting
to provide support to them W are
grateful for that. W appreciate
that, but please connect with us
because we are working. | don't
want themto be overwhel ned and
confused and fear that they are
doi ng sonething incorrect as a
result of supporting us.

And so, again ny doors are
open, 484. 6-3448 is our nunber.
My staff and | are ready to provide

the necessary information and
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support. W may not agree and it's
okay, right. W my not agree and
it is okay, but we will be
respectful to each other. | wll
al ways, always take what you say
with respect even if | don't agree.
|"'mhere to serve. I|I'mhere to
serve al ongsi de you, but ny
priority is my comunity, the
peopl e who live, work and play in
t he Kensi ngton Harrowgate
comuni ty.

Thank you, Council
Presi dent .

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. There are no nore
speeches on behalf of the Majority.

Bef ore we adjourn, | just
want to take a nonent, again as we
continue to nove forward, the life
and | egacy of our bel oved M chael
Decker, | give ny condol ences and

prayers to his famly.
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And | want to take a
personal nmonent to thank Wendy
Prescott-Tate as well as John
Christmas for just stepping up and
wor king with the team and Chi ef
Clerk's office, Elizabeth McCol | um
Nazario and the rest of their staff
just to nake sure in the spirit of
M chael Decker we conti nue noving
this great institution forward.

And | thank all ny col |l eagues for
bei ng patience with us through this
pr ocess.

But nost inportantly, |
just want to take a nonent to
acknow edge them as we continue to
do the work on his great behal f.

On behalf of this great city of

Phi | adel phia, as well as John Finn
and his team and Lopez and the
Sergeant-at-Arns team just making
sure they stay available to all the
staff and Council nenbers during

this period. So | just want to
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personal |y say thank you.

And at this particular
time, the Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber |saiah Thomas for a
notion to adjourn.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
you, Council President.

Bef ore we adjourn, | just
want to take a nmonent to announce
that services for M. M ke Decker
are as follows: Visitation wll be
Friday, tonorrow, March 1, 2024
from9:00 a.m to 10:45 a.m at
Holy I nnocents Church, which is at
1337 East Hunting Park Avenue and L
Street in East Hunting Park Avenue,
19124.

The actual funeral wll be
at the sane | ocation, Holy
I nnocents Church. And the funeral
will start at 11:00 a.m Agai n,
visitation 9:00 to 10:45. Funeral
services at 11: 00 a. m

And with that being said,
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Counci | President, | nove that
Counci| stand adj ourned until
Thursday, March 7, 2024 at
10: 00 a. m

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that Council stand
adj ourned until Thursday, March 7,
2024 at 10:00 a. m

Al those in favor w |
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the notion
carries.

Thank you very nuch,
everyone. Have a great weekend.

(Stated Meeting adj our ned
at 1:15 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

I, hereby certify that the proceedi ngs
and evi dence noted are contained fully and
accurately in the stenographic notes taken by
me in the foregoing natter, and that this is

a correct transcript of the sane.

__C__Xb____w_é\_g_QmMu

TANEHA CARRCOLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of this
transcri pt does not apply to any reproduction
of the sane by any neans, unless under the
di rect control and/or supervision of the

certifying reporter.)
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