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6/8/23 - LAW& GOV. - BILL 230005, ETC

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON: Good
afternoon. Before we begin the public
hearing, | wll nmake the follow ng
announcenent :

Cty Council commttees are
currently neeting renotely. W are using
M crosoft Teans to nmake these renote
heari ngs possible. Instructions for how
the public may view and offer public
testinony at public hearings of Council
commttees are included in the public
heari ng notice -- pardon ne.

Cty Council commttees are
currently neeting renotely. W are using
M crosoft Teanms to nmake these renote
heari ngs possible. Instructions for how
the public may view and offer public
testi nony at public hearings of Council
committees are included in the public
heari ng notices that are published in the
Dai ly News, Inquirer, and Legal
Intelligencer prior to the hearings, and
can al so be found on PHLCouncil.com

| now note that the hour has
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6/8/23 - LAW& GOV. - BILL 230005, ETC
cone.

Ms. Alford, will you please
call the roll to take attendance.
Menbers that are in attendance wl |
pl ease indicate that you are present when
your nane is called. Also, please say a
few brief words when respondi ng so that
your inmage wll be displayed on screen
when you speak.

THE CLERK: Counci | mrenber Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Good
afternoon. | am present.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:  Good
af t ernoon, coll eagues. Good afternoon,
Chai rwoman G I nore Richardson. |'m
present.

THE CLERK: Thank you.

Counci | menber Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: (Good
af t ernoon, Madam Chair and col | eagues.
Thank you for your endurance today.

THE CLERK: And Chair Gl nore
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6/8/ 23 - LAW& GOV. - BILL 230005, ETC
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you, Ms. Alford. | am present.

A quorum of the Committee is
present and this hearing is now called to
order. This is the public hearing of the
Committee on Law and Governnent regarding
Bill Nos. 230005, 230435, and 230411 and
Resol uti on No. 230430.

Ms. Alford, will you please
read the title of the bills.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 230005, an
or di nance anendi ng Section 9-1102 t hrough
1123 of The Phil adel phia Code, entitled
"Verification of Life Partnerships,” by
renovi ng gendered | anguage relating to
sane- sex and sane-gender coupl es,
expandi ng access to this Life
Part nershi ps regardl ess of gender.

Bill No. 230435, an ordinance
anending Title 17 of The Phil adel phi a
Code, entitled "Contracts and

Procurenent," to nodify contractor

reporting obligations related to wonen
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6/8/23 - LAW& GOV. - BILL 230005, ETC
and mnorities serving as board nenbers
and executive staff, to elimnate
reporting requirenents for subcontracted
| abor sources on certain City contracts
for public works, other conpetitively bid
servi ces, bid goods, and professional
services, to renove certain requirenents
for contractor reporting of denographic
data, to nodify the contract threshold
triggering reporting obligations, to
revise reporting deadlines, and to nmake
certain technical changes, all under
certain terns and conditions.

Bill No. 230411, an ordi nance
providing for the subm ssion to the
qualified electors of the Gty of
Phi | adel phia of the proposal set forth in
a Resol ution approved by Counci l
proposi ng an anendnent to the
Phi | adel phia Honme Rule Charter to provide
for the creation of an Ofice for People
wth Dsabilities, to provide for the
powers and duties of such Ofice, to

elimnate a duplicative office and to
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6/8/ 23 - LAW& GOV. - BILL 230005, ETC
ot herw se provide for incorporation of
the Ofice into the Gty governnent; and
aut hori zing the appropriate officers to
publish notice and to make arrangenents
for the special election.

Resol uti on No. 230430, a
resol uti on proposi ng an anmendnent to The
Phi | adel phia Honme Rule Charter to provide
for the creation of an Ofice for People
wth Dsabilities, to provide for the
powers and duties of such Ofice, to
elimnate a duplicative office and to
ot herwi se provide for incorporation of
the Ofice into the Gty governnent; and
providing for the subm ssion of the
amendnent to the electors of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you.

Before we begin to hear
testinony fromthe wtnesses we have for
t oday, everyone who has been invited to
the neeting to testify should be aware
that this public hearing is being
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6/8/ 23 - LAW& GOV. - BILL 230005, ETC
recorded. Because the hearing is public,
partici pants and viewers have no
reasonabl e expectation of privacy. By
continuing to be in the neeting, you are
consenting to being recorded.

Additionally, prior to
recogni zi ng nenbers for the questions or
comments they have for wtnesses, | wll
note for the record at this tine that we
will use the Chat feature available in
M crosoft Teans to allow nenbers to
signify that they wish to be recogni zed.
In order to conply with the Sunshi ne Act,
the Chat feature nust only be used for
t hi s purpose.

|'d now |l i ke to recognize
Counci | renber Brooks before we call upon
the witnesses for Bill No. 230411 and
Resol uti on 230430.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:  Thank
you, Council menber G | nore Ri chardson.
Did | hear that properly?

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Yes,

m' am
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6/8/23 - LAW& GOV. - BILL 230005, ETC

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  It's been
a long day. |'msorry.

Thank you so nmuch for hosting
this hearing, and I want to thank Mayor
Kenney for creating the Ofice of People
with Disability in 2017 and for pushing
for this office to becone a firner
institution in our Charter.

Before | begin, | want to thank
Any N eves, Executive Director of the
Mayor' s Commi ssion on People with
Di sabilities, and Comm ssioner Nico
Meyering, who wll al so be speaking
t oday.

| also want to thank Vicki
Landers and the hundreds of advocates
whose work nmade the creation of the
Ofice of People with Disabilities
possi bl e and who constantly push our city
and society to be nore accessible and
nore j ust.

As many of you know, ny career
before Cty Council was devoted to

provi di ng services and progranm ng for
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6/8/ 23 - LAW& GOV. - BILL 230005, ETC
people with disabilities. This work
hel ped ne to recogni ze the nany obst acl es
that nmake life nore difficult for our
| oved ones and nei ghbors with
disabilities, and it also instilled in nme
a deep commtnent to nmaking our city nore
accessi bl e for everyone.

The Anericans with Disability
Act becane |aw in 1990, and despite its
prom ses, we still have a lot of work to
do to ensure that people with
di sabilities have the sane rights,
opportunities, and access as everyone
el se.

This is especially true in
Phi | adel phi a, which has the highest
proportion of residents with disabilities
as any big city in this country. For
exanple, I'ma big fan of streeteries,
and they popped up during the pandem c.
| love sitting outside with friends and
famly and enjoying the life of the City,
but | also noticed that a | ot of the

streeteries were not fully accessi bl e,
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and that would be difficult for ny

3 friends with wheelchairs to join ne.
4 | see these barriers in other
5 pl aces too. | see themin the subway
6 stations that don't have functional
7 el evators and al so when the machi nes are
8 too tall for people in the wheelchair to
9 be able to access the fare, and on
10 corners that don't have curb cuts, making
11 it difficult for people in wheelchairs or
12 use wal king sticks to kind of navigate
13 corners.
14 Maki ng sure that every
15 Phi | adel phi an can participate in
16 community and culture and the life of our
17 city is not just our noral obligation, it
18 is a legal obligation. And we still have
19 a long way to go to fulfill the prom ses
20 of ADA, and that's why we need a
21 permanent O fice for People with
22 Di sabilities.
23 So by submtting this Charter
24 change to voters, we acknow edge the work
25 that still needs to be done, and we

LEXI TAS
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6/8/23 - LAW& GOV. - BILL 230005, ETC
affirmour commtnent to nmaking

Phi | adel phia nore accessi ble for
everyone.

Thank you so nuch, Madam Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you so nuch, Council nenber Brooks, the
| egi sl ati on sponsor, for your comments.

Counci | renber Harrity, for the
record, I wll recognize you when we cal |l
your bill and your panel.

But, Ms. Alford, will you
pl ease call the first panel we have to
testify this afternoon on Bill No. 230411
and Resol uti on No. 230430.

THE CLERK: Ay N eves and Ni co
Meyeri ng.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Ckay.
Excel | ent.

Good afternoon. Are you
connected and ready to proceed wth your
testi nony? Please state your nane for
the record and, Any Ni eves, you can
proceed with your testinony. Thank you.

M5. NI EVES: Thank you,
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6/8/23 - LAW& GOV. - BILL 230005, ETC
Chai rperson Gl nore R chardson. M nane
Is Any Nieves. | use she/her pronouns.
| ' m Executive Director for the Mayor's
Ofice for People with Disabilities.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Ckay.
Thank you. You can proceed with your
t esti nony.

M5. NI EVES. GCkay. Thank you
sSo much.

Good afternoon again,
Chai rperson G| nore Richardson and
menbers of the Law and Gover nnent
Commttee. As stated, again, ny nane is
Any N eves. | use she/her pronouns. |'m
Executive Director for the Mayor's O fice
for People with Disabilities. A visual
description of nyself, I'ma fair-skinned
femal e, blond curly hair, a blue dress,
and behind nme is ny virtual background of
t he Phil adel phia D sability Denographics
Map.

But beyond ny work as the
Executive Director, |I amalso a proud

di sabl ed neurodi vergent with deaf ness and

LEXI TAS
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6/8/ 23 - LAW& GOV. - BILL 230005, ETC
the primary caregiver to ny three
children, who also all have disabilities.
| am al so joined by Adrienne Ewing from
our office and may be joined |ater by our
Chief DEI Oficer, Josie Pickens, and our
Comm ssioner Nico Meyering fromthe
Mayor's Comm ssion on People with
Abilities. W thank you for this
opportunity to testify on Resol ution No.
230430.

This legislation would create a
bal | ot question in the upcomng el ection
related to transitioning our office,
which is the current Mayor's O fice for
People with Disabilities, which was
brought forward into the O fice of
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion by Myor
Kenney in Executive Order 1-20, to now be
a permanent Cty office known as the
Ofice for People with Disabilities and
at the sanme tinme anmend the Charter to
renove harnful | anguage of "handi cap
advocate" fromour Cty Charter.

As outlined in the | egislation,

LEXI TAS
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6/8/23 - LAW& GOV. - BILL 230005, ETC
the Ofice for People with Disabilities
will coordinate the City's ADA and ot her
related conpliance efforts to create and
provi de access by people with
disabilities to Gty services, prograns

t hrough training, policy devel opnent;
receive conplaints and inquiries fromthe
public regarding access to City services
and prograns and confer with Gty
agenci es and places of public

adm ni stration concerning such conpl aints
and inquiries and elevate as needed to

ot her parties; provide education and

gui dance to the public on the rights and
I nterests of people with disabilities and
address abl eismand disability-positive
practices. W want to continue to
support the appointees and activities of
comm ssi ons serving people with
disabilities, including the Mayor's

Comm ssion on People with Disabilities.
W will coordinate with our Gty offices
and departnents so accessibility for

people with disabilities is incorporated

LEXI TAS
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6/8/23 - LAW& GOV. - BILL 230005, ETC
into City policies and prograns.

Nearly one in five
Phi | adel phi ans are a person with
di sabilities. Phil adel phia has one of
t he hi ghest preval ence rates of
disability of all U'S large cities at
nearly 17 percent, and this popul ati on
faces barriers every single day. Qur
wor k and office ains to reduce and
elimnate these barriers while
strengt heni ng our equitabl e engagenents
and partnershi ps.

When | was appointed to this
role two years ago by Mayor Kenney, | had
two goals - to shift the conversation
around disability representation and to
| nprove accessibility for our residents.
Wth this legislation, our efforts have
the opportunity to take root and to grow.
Currently we do provide education, create
resources, and address Title Il concerns
related to Gty progranm ng and so nuch
nor e.

We al so support the Mayor's

LEXI TAS
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6/8/23 - LAW& GOV. - BILL 230005, ETC
Conmmi ssion, as nentioned, and we neke
referrals to services and supports for
residents on a daily basis. This

| egi sl ati on woul d expand and buil d upon
our current work and capacity, but this
w Il take an increased capacity in
funding to do so.

We have acconpli shed nuch,
especially in the last two years. 1In
January 2022, | cane before this body and
the full Gty Council to share our
of fice's success in creating the map that
you see before nme, which is the nation's
first-ever Disability Characteristics
Data Map of a U S. city that brought age,
race, and disability together in a
user-friendly geographic information
systens map. This map has been
transformative for our city on nany ways.
Since its | aunch, thousands of users have
utilized the map to informtheir work
pl an - -

(Background noi se.)

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:

LEXI TAS
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6/8/ 23 - LAW& GOV. - BILL 230005, ETC
Excuse ne.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Can everyone
put --

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON: W
need everyone to go on nute.

M5. NI EVES: Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Wow.

M5. NIEVES: Pardon ne. | |ost
my train of thought.

But as | was saying, this map
has been transformative to our city.
Since its | aunch, thousands of users have
utilized the map to informtheir work
pl ans, gain grant funding, shift their
di al ogues around disability and
i nclusion. It has also had a national
and gl obal influence in disability
denogr aphi ¢ space and how we | ook at
denogr aphi cs.

| n Novenber of 2022, the U S.
Access Board invited us to present this
work to the | eaders of all of our
nation's federal agencies. That sane

week we taught the fifth grade class at

LEXI TAS
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6/8/23 - LAW& GOV. - BILL 230005, ETC
Frankford Friends how to use the nap.
And this July we will present the nap at
t he annual ESRI conference, which is the
worl d's | argest data mappi ng conference.

And so disability
representati on shoul d be accessible for
everyone at every level, and this is just
one exanple of the many projects that
this office has done. And we wll soon
be upgrading the map this sumer, and
with those upgrades, it wll becone the
nmost accessi ble data map currently
avai lable in the world. This project is
bui l ding the | egacy of accessibility for
Phi | adel phi a.

Additionally, the Conm ssion
for People with Disabilities has offered
| npactful events, education, resources to
the community. This past year we spent a
| ot of intentional time restructuring and
expandi ng what it |ooks like to ensure
t hat underrepresented di sabl ed voi ces are
represented within the Comm ssion. W

have been i ntentional around these

LEXI TAS
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6/8/23 - LAW& GOV. - BILL 230005, ETC
efforts to bring our comunity together
to nove beyond just disability awareness
and traditional inclusion nodels and into
a space of belonging and equity for all
peopl e.

Adrienne and | have provided
hundreds of trainings to departnents in
the |l ast two years and over into our
community partners on accessibility,

di smantling ableism and have increased
t he use of Anerican Sign Language and
ot her accessibility features across
departnents in the scope of our
enhancenents of the work of the MOPD.

Even our teanm s account and
contract wwth Mcrosoft has shifted
because of this work. Now you can click
the three dots on your Mcrosoft tab and
you wi Il have cl osed captioning avail abl e
to you, including in this neeting.

Regarding the first-ever Title
|1 ADA Transition Plan that the office is
al so responsible for and was created in

support by the Kenney Adm ni stration and

LEXI TAS
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6/8/23 - LAW& GOV. - BILL 230005, ETC
Cty Council in 2020, we have nade
tremendous strides over the last three
years in addressing corrective actions
and maki ng both our built and soci al

envi ronnents for our city buil dings and
prograns nore accessible. W have
successfully al so | aunched our ADA Unit
with a $300, 000 grant award fromthe
Operations Transformation Fund. Just
yesterday we gathered with the Mayor and
our project leads to celebrate the

unvei ling of 600 fully accessible tactile
signs in Cty Hall. W were able to al so
address many of the | ow and no cost
corrective actions ahead of schedul e
wthinthe Title Il plan with this
project wwthin -- and so, therefore, |
want to also point out that this project
partnered with Parks and Rec, Public
Property, Libraries, and other
departnents to provi de support to vital
community centers that they worked -- as
they work to increase accessibility.

In the scope of our work in the

LEXI TAS
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6/8/23 - LAW& GOV. - BILL 230005, ETC
| ast year, 45 libraries have been
evaluated with this project, with a
nunber of small corrective actions
addressed right on the spot during the
eval uati on process instead of waiting for
a report. And this could include
adj usting a door speed, changing out a
door knob, renoving barriers. By the
month's end, approximately 25 recreation
centers wll also be fully eval uated
within the scope of this project, and
both departnents wll be provided a nore
conprehensi ve eval uation report to better
support their efforts under the existing
Transition Plan to ensure qui cker and
nore readily equitable access to our
| i braries and recreation centers.

Qur strategic priorities for
Fi scal Year '23 and '24 have incl uded
efforts to inprove around efforts of the
Comm ssi on, ADA conpliance, and how we
engage W th our constituents.
Addi tionally, we have focused our

I nternal wor kforce partnerships around

LEXI TAS
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accessible hiring practices, |everaging
exi sting work streans, and setting
strategi es across departnents that have
| ed for inpactful policy changes that
| npact our 30,000 workforce nenbers.

W want to ensure that we
col l ectively are approachi ng our work
accessi bly and equitably and no matter
what we are focusing on and to el evate
t hat di sabl ed people are assets to our
wor kf orce, our creative processes,
program i npl enentation, and how we |ift
equity. D sability and capacity | assure
you co-exist, and prograns created wth
people they aimto support are nore
sust ai nabl e and i npactful than prograns
built for them

The O fice for People with
Disabilities is a small agency. There's
only two of us currently, and yet we have
a community of a quarter of a mllion
Phi | adel phians to serve. Yet |'m proud
of the acconplishnents we have done and

what has been | aid before us, but we know

LEXI TAS
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6/8/23 - LAW& GOV. - BILL 230005, ETC
that the need is vast and there is so
much nore work that nust and can be done.

Under this Charter provision,
the office will continue our work of
ensuring people wth disabilities have
access to City services and prograns and
that in certain situations we wll be
better able to assist in problens of
access regardi ng public spaces across our
city.

Starting out, | do anticipate
our core functions will remain |argely
focused on City services and prograns,
communi ty education and outreach, but as
capacity and funding allows, | plan to
expand our work to address other barriers
that they may face in the public parts of
our city.

This work will also be very
conplenentary to that of our Philadel phia
Conmmi ssion on Human Rel ati ons and ot her
anti-discrimnation | aw enforcenent
entities. OPD already has strong

relationships with and has becone a

LEXI TAS
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6/8/ 23 - LAW& GOV. - BILL 230005, ETC
trusted advocate for people with
disabilities in this comunity.
Mai ntai ning that trust is of the utnost
| nportance and will require focusing our
efforts in certain priority areas as the
agency gets itself established to ensure
that limted resources are used to
maxi mum effort.

| ook forward to building on
my and nmy teams record of success in
col  aboration with nenbers of the
disability comunity, departnents, and
other City partners, conmmunity partners.
|"moptimstic that as OPDis able to
expand our resources and capacity, it
will be better able to address the needs
of Phil adel phians with disabilities. It
will be ny honor to build this work and
| aunch this office for the disability
comuni ty of Phil adel phi a.

Access is a human right. All
citizens of Phil adel phia should be
represented in our Gty governnent. How

society has traditionally addressed
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6/8/23 - LAW& GOV. - BILL 230005, ETC.
accessibility, | often have been quoted

as saying it's much |Ii ke when we bake a

cake and we've forgotten the sugar. It
m ght look |Iike a cake. It certainly
doesn't taste like one. It's a lot

harder to get that sugar back in a cake
after it's been baked. You mght try to
sprinkle it in, but retrofitting
accessibility needs to becone sonething
of the past. W need to start getting it
in at the very start in the recipe card,
In the idea stage when we're thinking
about bills and actions, when we're
bui | di ng prograns.

This Charter change is that
very mndset in action, that at our
foundational core as a city we w ||
prioritize people with disabilities and
this comunity and a commtnent to
accessibility. This legislation codifies
our priorities and intentions to ensure
access and equity for people with
di sabilities.

| again want to thank
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Counci | mrenber Brooks for introducing this
I nportant and historic resolution for the
support -- and for the support of many of
you on the City Council have joined us in
these efforts over the years and in this
resolution to prioritize people with
disabilities. W see seen and heard in
this resolution. This is equity in
action, a historic nonment for our city to
ensure that the work that we do to nake
this city fully accessible wll always
have a place in our city structure and
Charter.

| will close with what has
driven this legislation, ny career, and
our advocacy efforts and work as an
office, which is captured by a disability
advocate, Elsa S. Henry: Representation
matters because there's a richness to
disability you are probably not aware of.

Thank you, and happy to take
any questions.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON: Thank

you. Thank you so nuch, Ms. N eves, for
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your testinony and for all your advocacy
and for your great work. You are truly a
chanpi on, and we appreciate working wth
you.

|"d like to note for the record
t hat Council nenbers Squilla and O Neill
have joined us and are present for this
heari ng.

In addition, I want to note for
the record that Adrienne Ew ng, ADA
Coordi nator of Diversity, Equity and
| ncl usi on, has joined us for the hearing
and is available for questions at the end
of this panel.

The next person we w ||
recogni ze for testinony is Vicki Landers
of Disability Pride PA

Are you connected and ready to
testify?

THE CLERK: Vicki is not
avail able at this tine, so we can nove on
to Nico.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Ckay.
Thank you so nuch, M. Alford.
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W will now hear from N co
Meyering, Conm ssioner of the Mayor's
Conmmi ssion on People with Disabilities.

Are you connected and ready to
proceed with your testinony, N co?

MR. MEYERING Yes, | am Can
you hear ne?

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Yes,
we can hear you. Thank you so nuch.

Pl ease state your nane for the record,
and you may proceed with your testinony.

MR MEYERING Hi, everyone.
My nanme is Nico Meyering and | use he/ him
pronouns. It is an honor to be here with
all of you today.

So just |ike about 246, 000 of
my fellow Phil adel phians, |'m di sabl ed.
As noted, |I'ma Conmm ssioner for the
Mayor' s Conmm ssion on People with
Disabilities, and | speak today in favor
of maki ng that corresponding office, the
Mayor's OFfice for People with
Disabilities, a permanent and central

fixture of Phil adel phia's governnent.
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The best governnent is one that
meets the needs of its citizens. Well,
al nost 15 percent of Philly residents are
di sabled. Wth nunbers |ike that, one
t hi ng becones very clear: Qur needs
deserve to be net. W also need to see
| eadership that | ooks |ike us, and the
Mayor's OFfice for People with
Di sabilities has never |ooked better than
It has under the | eadership of Director
Ni eves.

Di sabl ed people like ne, |ike
Director Nieves, and ny fell ow
Commi ssi oners have chosen Phil adel phia as
our hone base. Philadel phia is where we
congregate, celebrate, advocate, and
wor k. Philadel phia is coincidently where
| asked a cute, disabled (unintelligible)
to coffee one night, and Phil adel phia is
where two years later | nmarried her.

Di sabl ed peopl e teach and | earn
I n your schools. W work in your stores.
We start new conpanies. W |ead your

civic organizations. And what's nore is
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this, that perhaps sone of you who can
hear ny voice, perhaps sone of you

el ected officials are now realizing that
t hat nunber | said previously, 246, 000,
m ght include sone of you as well.

Di sabl ed peopl e deserve a
governnent that works for them W saw
governnent work for us yesterday. You
know | got to sit in the big fancy
recepti on room and see hundreds of
accessi bl e signage and features unveil ed
in Gty Hall and discussed in our public
Cty buildings. And we can see
governnment work for us again today.

| urge all of you again to nmake
the Mayor's O fice for People with
Disabilities a permanent office in Gty
Hall. W can be that conmmuni cation and
resource hub for disabled people to
Interact with the Gty and flourish in
the Gty. As Director, Any is already
doing this critical work, connecting us
to the Streets Departnent to tal k about

si dewal k access and streeteries,

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




Conmmittee on Law and CGover nnent

6/ 8/ 2023

31

6/8/23 - LAW& GOV. - BILL 230005, ETC

connecting us to the Housing Authority to

3 hel p t hem under stand t he needs of
4 di sabl ed residents | ooking for housing.
5 Your hone, ny non-profit past obliges ne
6 to note, is your biggest financial asset.
7 | used to work in housing repair.
8 Director Nieves has
9 acconpl i shed so nuch on a bare-bones
10 budget, which is why | urge you to
11 al l ocate significant funding to this
12 of fice. Inmagine what we can do then,
13 ri ght?
14 Finally, | want to rem nd us,
15 all of the folk, by the disabled witer
16 and advocate Alice Wng, who tells us,
17 guote, "The narrative trajectory of a
18 di sabl ed person's life is necessarily
19 webbed. W are often only as strong as
20 our friends and famly nmake us, only as
21 strong as our community, only as strong
22 as the resources and privileges we have."
23 Menbers of Council, | dare say
24 we are stronger together, and if you
25 agree, | urge you to nake that city
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stronger. How? Again, you can support
enshrining the Mayor's O fice for People
with Disabilities in our Hone Charter.

Thank you for your tine,

everyone. |'mrooting for you. And you
know what? |'mrooting for ne too.
Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you. Thank you so much, M. Meyering,
for your testinony and for that wonderful
story that you share with all of us. W
were very, very intrigued and interested.

So that concludes the public

comment -- |I'msorry; the public
testinony for Bill No. 230411 and
Resol ution No. 230430. | now recogni ze

any nenbers who nmay have questions for
this panel. Are there any nenbers who
have questions for this panel ?
(Background noi se.)
COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:
Pl ease everyone go on nute. Please go on
mute for the duration of the hearing.
Thank you.
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Are there any nenbers who have

guestions or comments for nmenbers of this

panel ?
(No response.)
COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:
Seeing none, we wll now nove to Bill No.

230005, and I'd now li ke to recognize
Counci | renber Harrity, the |egislation
sponsor, for any comments you may have.

Counci | renber Harrity.

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Ckay.
W will conme back --

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: | am here.
Sorry.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  No
probl em Council nenber. Pl ease proceed.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: Ckay. |
am happy that the Commttee on Law and
Governnent is considering ny Bill 230005
creating wi der access to life
partnerships for individuals of different
genders.

Phi | adel phi a was one of the
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first cities inthe United States to
create life partnerships as a way for
sane-sex couples to get access to sone of
the sane rights as a marri ed heterosexual
couple in a tine before gay narri age was
| egalized. At that tine, it was a nmmjor
step forward for LGBTQ+ rights. However,
now the tinme has cone for Philadelphia to
allow |life partnerships for all

Phi | adel phi ans, especially those from
non-traditional relationships.

It's a fact of |ife that sone
people don't want to be traditionally
married, but they want sone of the
benefits that a life partnership could
offer. These include visitation rights,
rights to make end-of-1ife decisions, and
I n sone cases access to health insurance.
It is vital that this quality-of-life
change be nade to all ow those coupl es
access to these rights.

|'d also like to explain the
| nportance of the anmendnent to ny bill in

conjunction wth the Admnistration. The

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




Conmmittee on Law and CGover nnent 35

6/ 8/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

6/8/23 - LAW& GOV. - BILL 230005, ETC
anmendnent all ows for another agency to
handl e the potential influx of life
partnershi p applications, the

Phi | adel phi a Conm ssi on on Hunman
Relations. It is ny hope that with the
appropriate admni strative capacity, that
t hose couples who apply for alife
partnership find the process seanl ess.

Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you so much, Council nmenber Harrity, for
your remarks and for your great work on
Bill No. 230005.

Ms. Alford, will you please
call the first panel we have to testify
this afternoon on Bill No. 230005.

THE CLERK: Ontoni o Beard.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:
Excel | ent.

Ontoni o Beard, are you
connected and ready to proceed? You can
pl ease state your nane for the record and
proceed wth your testinony.

You are on nute. M. Beard,
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you are on nute, if you could cone off of
mut e.

MR. BEARD. Oh, there you go.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you very nmuch.

MR BEARD: Hello. M nane is
Ontonio Beard and | would like to give
you ny testinony on behalf of the Jim
Harrity bill that he's trying to get.

Li ke being in a relationship
with sonebody, you know, for a very |long
time, like, you know, if two people
together, |ike nme and ny spouse that |I'm
with, we not married, but, you know, we
join each other like in sharing the bills

and hel ping each other out. W live

together and all this now. |If one of us
happened to pass away, like it should be,
you know -- she shoul d have access and

have the right, you know what | nean, to
determne if, you know, if the plug needs
to be pulled on ne on situations |ike

t hat, because sonetines, you know, people

I mredi ate famly is not around. Like,
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you know, they m ght not be able to be
there in the tinme of a death situation
may occur just fromout of nowhere, you
know what | nean, and to nmake deci sions
on, you know, what's best for us. And
i ke, you know, if |I'mworking every day
and |' m hel pi ng her pay her insurance,
why she shouldn't be able to be on ny
| nsurance, you know what | nean, and when
si tuations occur, because we never know
when our due date is going to cone, when
things like that is going to take pl ace.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Ckay.
Wel |, thank you very, very nuch,
M. Beard, for your testinony and for
joining us this afternoon. W certainly
appreciate all the information that you
have shared and just appreciate you bei ng
here with us this afternoon. Thank you.

MR. BEARD:. Al right. |
appreciate it. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Ckay.
There are no additional w tnesses
scheduled for Bill No. 230005, so we wll

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




Conmmittee on Law and CGover nnent

6/ 8/ 2023

38

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

6/8/ 23 - LAW& GOV. - BILL 230005, ETC
now proceed to Bill No. 230435.

We thank the bill sponsor,
Counci | mrenber Phillips, for joining us
t his afternoon.

Ms. Alford, will you please
call the first panel we have to testify.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Excuse ne,
Madam Chai r .

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Yes.
Par don nme, Council nenber Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: | 'm sorry |
was |late to the draw, but just a couple
of brief questions fromthe author of the
| egi sl ati on.

First of all, thank you for
raising this inportant issue. | have
experi enced and know t oo nmany people who
fall wthin that category of being
soneone's significant other wthout
having the exact title of significant
others, and at the tine of expiration in
our lives, it is inportant for soneone to
be designated as the person that we

entrust our above-ground and after-death

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




Conmmittee on Law and CGover nnent 39

6/ 8/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

6/8/23 - LAW& GOV. - BILL 230005, ETC
deci si ons.

Just a quick question. How
does one get that designation? How does
one officially becone soneone's, for |ack
of a better word, significant other?

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: Wl |,
Counci | man, good question. It would be a
process the sane as we did for the LGBTQ
community. You know, it would be a

licensing fee, just like a regular

marriage certificate. | believe the fee
will be $95, | believe, you know, and
that will be processed.

Ri ght now we anended it because
t he Phil adel phi a Conm ssi on on Human
Rights is actually only three enpl oyees,
so they're trying to put it in another
departnent that could actually handle the
I nfl ux of applications that will cone.

But it's a fairly sinply
process. |It's sonething |ike you |ive
together for three years, fill out the
application. There's other ways that you
can be. Owing property together, having
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children together will also qualify you.
And of course it's just a sinple
application and an application fee of, |
bel i eve, $95.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you so
much, Menber Harrity.

Thank you, Madam Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you, Counci |l nenber Jones, and thank you,
Counci | renber Harrity.

W will now proceed to Bill No.
230435.

Ms. Alford, will you please
call the first panel we have to testify
for this bill.

THE CLERK: St ephani e Tipton.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Ckay.
Excel | ent.

Good afternoon. | see you are
connected and ready to proceed. Please
state your nane for the record and
proceed with your testinony.

M5. TIPTON: Thank you. (Good

aft ernoon, Council menber G | nore
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Ri chardson, Chair of the Conmttee on Law
and Governnent, Committee Vice Chair
Counci | renber Jones, bill sponsor
Counci | menber Phillips, and ot her nenbers
of the Commttee on Law and Gover nnent.
My nane is Stephanie Tipton and I amthe
Chief Adm nistrative Oficer for the City
of Philadel phia. | amhere to testify in
support of Bill No. 230435. This bill
proposes nodifications to Chapter 17-1400
and 17-104 of The Phil adel phi a Code
governi ng contractor workforce and
owner shi p denographi cs reporting
obligations. The proposed anendnents are
the result of a conprehensive review of
the inplenentation of the Walter P.
Lomax, Jr. Transparency in Business Act,
which | wll refer to as TIB for short,
whi ch seeks to collect and report on the
denogr aphi ¢ make-up of the busi nesses
with which the Cty contracts.

Over the past year, the Cty
has been working diligently to inplenent

the provisions of this chapter, and
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t hrough the course of that

I npl enent ati on, we have received feedback
fromcontractors and we've identified
ways that we can make this process mnuch
better. These changes that | wll talk
about today wll require the |egislative
changes as proposed by this bill.

The goal of Bill No. 230435 is
to sinplify the process of submtting
owner shi p and wor kf orce denogr aphic
i nformati on for vendors, while
si mul taneously enabling the Gty to
recei ve nore robust denographic data from
busi nesses awarded contracts. The
anmendnents proposed by the bill wll also
support a new onli ne denographic
di scl osure portal, which is expected to
| aunch in early Fiscal Year 2024. W
believe that, in concert, this
| egi sl ati on and the new di scl osure port al
wi Il make the contracting process nore
efficient and will provide the Cty with
nmore robust data, while al so naintaining
conpliance with the Gty's denographic
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di scl osure requirenents.

'l now summari ze the key
provi sions of the bill.

Bill No. 230435 seeks to
resol ve duplicative subm ssions of
wor kf orce and ownershi p denogr aphi c
I nformati on and streanline the collection
and reporting of such information by
consol idating the Wonen and M nority on
Boards, TIB, and Non-Profit Diversity
di scl osure fornms into one consoli dated
form

The bill al so proposes to
collect all required denographic
di sclosures at the tinme of award and only
from awar ded vendors. The proposed
nodi fi cation to Code Section
17-104.1.3(d) will close the gap in the
data collected fromcontractors that are
required to submt | abor source
information. Currently, the disclosure
requi renents differ by contractor tier
and contract type, which can be very

confusing to the contractor thensel ves.
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This difference in requirenents

limts the Gty fromreceiving

transparent denographic data from all

contractors. So by consolidating the

di scl osure forns and requiring all

awardees to submt the sane disclosures,

regardl ess of any contract that they're

wor ki ng on, and when that contract is

val ued over the formal bidding threshold,

it wll streanmline the collection of the
information. It will sinplify the
process for contractors. It wll provide

the City with nore consi stent denographic
dat a.

The bill al so proposes to
change Code Section 17-104.3 so that the
threshold to di sclose contractor
denographic information aligns with the
formal bidding threshold, which is
adj usted annual ly based on the Consuner
Price I ndex. Connecting the disclosure
requi renent to the formal bidding
threshold will also increase the

| egi sl ative i npact.
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Bill No. 230435 al so proposes
changi ng the requi renent of submtting
the Wonen and M nority on Boards found in
Code Section 17-104.3 to apply to
entities who are awarded the contract.
The reason for this change is that the
I nformation disclosed in this particular
requirenent is conpletely duplicative of
the information that is also captured in
the TIB disclosure form and that's
collected at the tine of award, and thus
that creates two different reporting
requi renents for the sane infornmation
essentially.

Going forward, the information
request ed pursuant to both ordi nances
will be consolidated into one formthat's
collected at the tine of award and is
subm tted through this new online
denogr aphi ¢ di scl osure portal. The new
forms will capture all contractor
wor kf or ce owner shi p and ownership
denographic information at one point in

tine.
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The bill al so proposes to
renmove the subcontractor and | abor source
denogr aphi ¢ di scl osure requirenents.
This data was duplicative again to
information that is al ready being
collected by Gty departnents, in
addition to it being quite chall enging
for sonme contractors in particular.

Finally, another aimof this
bill is to change the reporting timng
for contracts, which is currently found
I n Code Section 17-104.1.6 and 17-1402,
and it wll alignit wth the fiscal year
and nmake it due by October 1st.

So thank you for the
opportunity to testify today. W |ook
forward to working together with nenbers
of Gty Council as we continue to
noder ni ze and reformthe contracting
di sclosure process. 1'd also like to
t hank Counci | renber Phillips for
chanpi oni ng these changes and for his
partnership with the Adm nistration on

t hese efforts.
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Thi s concl udes ny testinony.
| "' m happy to answer any questions from
the Comm tt ee.

COUNCI LWOMAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank

you. Well, thank you so nmuch for your
t esti nony.

Are there any questions or
comrents from nmenbers of the Conmttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Ckay.

Seei ng none, we thank you so much for
your testinony.

M5. TIPTON. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVMAN RI CHARDSON: W
wi |l now proceed with public coment.

Al exander Casper, are you
connected and ready to proceed wth your
publ i c comment ?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON: M5,
Al ford, wll you please call the --

MR. CASPER |'m here.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Ckay.

You're there?
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MR. CASPER  Yes, |'m here.
COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Ckay.
Good afternoon. You're connected and
ready to proceed. Please state your nane
for the record and proceed with your
t esti nony.
MR CASPER H. M nane is
Al exander Casper. | use they/them
pronouns and | am commenti ng on
Resol uti on No. 230430 in favor of
supporting a ball ot neasure to nake the
Ofice for People with Disabilities

per manent and give it further financi al

support.

| have various disabilities
myself. | also serve in our |ocal
governnent. |'mon a resident steering

commttee in the Philadel phia Depart nent
of Pl anning and Devel opnent for the
Rei magi ne Phil adel phia Commttee. | also
serve of the Election Board for Ward 47
Division 14 as mnority inspector.

| have barriers throughout

accessing all different parts of our
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comunity because of ny disabilities. |
had several brain injuries. | got a neck
injury. | have latex allergy, which is
an airborne allergen, and | have asthna,
and these set |limtations and barriers on
the types of indoor spaces and sonetines
even goi ng outside on days |like today.
Sone of the places | can't go
to would be our libraries, sone nedical
public health centers, because we use
| atex itens comonly throughout many of
our governnent facilities. Sonetines
Cty Hall is decorated in ny allergy as
an airborne allergen that inpacts about
si x percent of our community nenbers.
Being able to work with Any has
allowed ne to be able to start these
conversati ons about how we can undo sone
of these barriers, as nine states across
the country have actually witten
| egi sl ation protecting people like nme to
make it so that we don't have the sane
barriers to be able to access our

di fferent community resources.
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And so being able to have
support froma Mayor's O fice for People
with Disabilities was the first tinme |
have ever had support -- feel like |I've
had support froma local office and been
able to make any kind of progress in
tal king to ny Council nenbers or state
| egi sl ators or any governnent office
about how to support soneone |ike ne and
have a place to be safe in the community.

There's other communities with
better -- have common disabilities as
wel | that have barriers that have not
been addressed, and our Council and |
think there's things that this office in
the short tinme that it's existed has been
abl e to nmake progress in undoi ng many of
these barriers, and | think this
resolution wwll allow us to be able to
undo nore people's barriers so that
sonebody coul d have an accessi bl e and
equi tabl e Phil adel phia to live in.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON: Thank
you. Thank you so nuch, M. Casper, for
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your testinony.

|'d |ike to recognize
Counci | menber O Neil .

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:  Yeah.
Thank you, Madam Chair. | have to | eave
the neeting and | would -- | knowit's
not going to be very soon, but | have to
run, and if | could be recorded as voting
aye on all bills and resolutions, 1'd
appreciate it.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:
Certainly. Your vote wll be recorded.
Thank you so nuch for your presence,
Counci | menber O Neil .

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL: Thank you
for your courtesy. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you.

W will now, Ms. Alford,
proceed with the next person to testify
for public coment.

THE CLERK: Cecilia Thonpson.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Ckay.
Excel | ent.
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Ms. Thonpson, are you connected

3 and ready to testify? |If so, please

4 proceed with your testinony.

5 (No response.)

6 COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:

7 Ms. Thonpson?

8 M5. THOWPSON:  Yes.

9 COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Ckay.

10 Thank you so nuch.

11 M5. THOMPSON. Can you hear ne?

12 COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Yes,

13 ma'am Pl ease proceed with your

14 testinony. State your name for the

15 record.

16 M5. THOWPSON: Ckay. Let ne

17 read fromny statenent.

18 Good afternoon, Council menber

19 G I nore Richardson and Vice Chair

20 Counci | menber Jones and al |

21 Counci | renbers on this call. M nane is

22 Cecilia Thonpson and |' m speaki ng as one

23 of the Comm ssioners and Chairperson of

24 t he Mayor's Commi ssion on People with

25 Disabilities. | amtestifying on Bill
LEXI TAS
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230430 to nmake the Mayor's Conmm ssion on
People with Disabilities a pernmanent

of fice in Philadel phi a.

As the proud parent of a
24-year-old living with severe autism
when ny son was nuch, nmuch younger, |
needed assi stance and resources unrel ated
to special education. | found the help
provi ded by the office then extrenely
valuable to a then frantic nom j ust
seeki ng services for ny son. | have
since referred hundreds of individuals to
this office to get the services and
supports related to either their physical
disability or their neurodiversity.

Furt hernore, as soneone who now
has ny own physical chall enges, under the
| eadership of Ms. Adrienne Ew ng, the
Cty and ot her governnent buil di ngs
shoul d have accessi bl e entrances and push
pad to enter the facility.

|"'mal so in support of
I ncreasing the funding so the office can

do so nuch, nuch nore than what they have
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greatly acconplished with just a staff of
three people, which is Ms. Any, the new
constituent person, and Ms. Adrienne.
They have done a phenonenal | ob,

I ncl udi ng, although I couldn't be there
on the 7th, show ng how they've made City
Hal | much nore accessible to individuals
wi th physical disabilities and

neur odi versity.

So | amasking, | aminploring
that this bill goes through for the --
whil e people with disabilities are
17 percent, anybody, if you just get hit
by a car and now you're paral yzed, now
you're part of the disability world.

So thank you for listening to
me and allowing ne to provide testinony.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you. Well, thank you so nuch,

Ms. Thonpson, and thank you for all your
hard work and advocacy wth your son. W
appreciate all of your service and what
you' ve done on behalf of the Gty.

Ms. Alford, will you please
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call the next person here for public
conment .

THE CLERK: Patrick MO oskey.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Ckay.
Patri ck McC oskey, are you connected and
ready to proceed with your testinony?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:
Patri ck McC oskey, are you connected and
ready to proceed with your testinony?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:
Patrick McC oskey?

MR. McCLOSKEY: Hell o?

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Yes.
Are you connected and ready to proceed
with your testinony?

MR. McCLOSKEY:  Yes.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Ckay.
Pl ease state your nane for the record and
proceed.

MR McCLOSKEY: M nane is
Patrick McC oskey and | amtestifying on
Resol uti on No. 230430.
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Good afternoon to everyone, all
t he Counci | nenbers, and thank you for
your tinme. |I'mhere today to speak in
support of an anendnent to the
Phi | adel phia Hone Rule Charter to provide
for the creation of an Ofice for People
with Disabilities.

| have lived in Phil adel phi a
for ny entire life, which is 37 years,
and | have a physical disability called
tetraplegia that requires the use of a
wheelchair. | amcurrently a
Conmi ssi oner on the Mayor's Conm ssion
for People with Disabilities. | joined
| ast year in July.

| know firsthand the chall enges
that people with disabilities face in our
city. Sone of these chall enges include
access to Phil adel phia G ty-owned
properties and facilities to people with
disabilities. This can make it difficult
for people like nyself to participate in
activities and prograns, and it can al so

Create Safety concerns.
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|"d also like to tal k about the
hi gh rate of gun violence in our parks as
a safety concern for people with
disabilities. People with disabilities
may be nore vul nerable wth gun viol ence,
and they may al so have difficulty
escapi ng from dangerous situations.

| was recently on the news
because there was a gunshot wound t hat
occurred in front of ny house right in
front of Pennypack Park and it created a
situation where | becane a little
concerned about whether | should be going
into the park by nyself and what tines of
day to go in.

And, lastly, I'd like to talk
about sone of the sidewal ks that have
been super inaccessible due to just old
age and not being repaired and it's
caused safety concerns again.

So over 2,000 people with
di sabilities live in Philadel phia, which
represents about 17 percent of the

popul ation. An Ofice for People with
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Di sabilities woul d be established to help
address disparities in enploynent,

housi ng, and educati on.

The O fice for People with
Disabilities has al so been working to
| nprove access for Gty services,
prograns, and to pronote the inclusion of
accessibility. The office has nmade
significant progress in inproving the
| ives of people with disabilities in
Phi | adel phia. Here are sone of the
achi evenents that have been stat ed:

They' ve advocated for a
policies program and systemati c changes
t hat maxi m ze i ndependence and community
I ntegration for Philadel phians with
di sabilities.

They' ve provi ded resources and
referrals to | ocal organizations that
support residents with disabilities.

They've witten policies and
procedures and devel oped resources to
ensure equal access to Cty-provided

services, progranms, and activities for
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people with disabilities.

They' ve educat ed enpl oyees and
Cty entities on disability-related | aws,
oversaw t he Phil adel phia Transition Plan
and structural access wwthin Gty
bui | di ngs, responded to grievances from
residents with disabilities who feel --

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON: M.
McCl oskey, | apol ogize. M. MOd oskey, |
apol ogi ze for the interruption, but due
to accessibility issues, we nust concl ude
this hearing in the next ten m nutes.
WIIl you please wap up your testinony so
that we can recognize the final wtness
and vote. Thank you very nuch.

MR. McCLOSKEY: Overall an
O fice of People with Disabilities is an
| nportant step forward for Phil adel phi a,
and the office helps to ensure that
people with disabilities have the sane
opportunities as everyone else and it
makes our city a nore inclusive and
wel com ng pl ace for everyone.

| urge you to vote in favor of
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this resol ution.

Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you. Thank you so nuch for your
testinony and for your patience and for
bei ng here this afternoon.

Ms. Alford, please recognize
the final wtness we have for public
conment .

THE CLERK: Brian Val dez.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:

M. Val dez, are you connected and ready
to proceed with your testinony? | ask if
you could just give us the 60-second
versi on of your testinony, please.

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Bri an

Val dez?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON: W
wi Il now proceed. There being no further

guestions from nenbers of the Conmttee
and no other witnesses to testify on Bill
Nos. 230411, 230005, and 230435 and
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Resol ution No. 230430, | will ask if
there's anyone else present in this
heari ng whose nane we failed to call that
Wi shes to offer testinony on the bills
and resol uti ons bei ng consi dered today?

MR VALDEZ: Yes, mm'am

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:
Heari ng none, | want to thank the panel
and wi tnesses for their participation
t oday.

Ckay. |s soneone seeking to be
recogni zed?

MR, VALDEZ: Yes, please.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Ckay.
Pl ease state your nanme for the record,
proceed with your very abbrevi at ed
60- second version of your testinony. As
per accessibility issues, we nust ensure
that we conclude this hearing within the
next ei ght m nutes.

MR. VALDEZ: Yes, ma'am Thank
you. My nane is Brian Val dez.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON: (n,
okay.
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MR. VALDEZ: |'ve lived in
Phi | adel phia for over 20 years and ri ght
now | work with Inglis. | wanted to
submt this testinony in support of
Resol uti on 230430, and on behal f of the
I nglis Leadership Team and those we
serve, | am pleased to submt this
testinony in support of the resolution to
make the O fice for People wth
Disabilities a permanent part of the
Phi | adel phia Hone Rule Charter.
The resolution represents an
| nportant step towards naking
Phi | adel phia nore inclusive. It
recogni zes the indi spensable contribution
residents with disabilities are making to
our city and ensures that we wll always
have a place to voice our concerns.
| want to thank Council menber
Brooks for introducing the resolution and
for all those that voiced their support.
And on a personal level, | want
to thank the Mayor's Conm ssion for all
the work that they are doing. They have
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really hel ped ne stay connected on a

| ocal level with everything that's going
on in terns of advocacy but also on a
state | evel, connecting nme to resources.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you. Geat. Thank you very nuch for
your testinony. Thank you for being here
and for your patience.

Are there any further w tnesses
to testify this afternoon?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN Rl CHARDSON:
Heari ng none, we want to thank all of
you - -

MR TOMCZUK: Yes.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:

Par don ne?

MR TOMCZUK: Yes.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Ckay.
|"mgoing to ask as the Chair of this
Comm ttee, recognizing that we have
accessibility issues at this tine and
must concl ude this hearing by 5 o' cl ock
due to the budget issues in Gty Council
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today, that if you could please submt
your testinony for the record for this
Commttee's review. W must concl ude
this hearing by 5:00 p.m to ensure that
we are legally appropriately hosting this
heari ng today.

Ckay? Thank you very, very
much. Seeing no further w tnesses -- and
t hank you, Luke, for your understandi ng,
but we want to be sure that we are
foll ow ng the rules.

W wi Il now conclude this
public hearing today. |[|'ll nowinvite
all panels and wi tnesses to pl ease
di sconnect fromthe hearing before we go
into the public neeting on the bills and
resolutions. W will now pause the
proceedi ngs very, very briefly as
multiple participants | eave the heari ng.

This concludes the public
hearing of the Commttee. W will now go
into a public neeting to consider the
action to be taken on the bills and

resol utions before this Conmttee today.
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W wi Il now convene the public neeting.

3 Ms. Alford, will you please
4 call the roll to take attendance.
> Menbers that are in attendance wl |
6 pl ease indicate that you are present when
7 your nane is called. Also, please say a
8 few brief words when respondi ng so that
9 your inmage wll be displayed on screen
10 when you speak.
1 THE CLERK: Counci | menber
12 Phil I'ips.
13 COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: Present.
14 THE CLERK: Counci | nenber Bass.
15 COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Good
16 afternoon. I'mstill present.
17 THE CLERK: Vice Chair Jones.
18 COUNCI LMAN JONES: Present.
19 THE CLERK: Counci | menber
20 Squi | | a.
21 (No response.)
22 THE CLERK: And Chair Gl nore
23 Ri char dson.
24 COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON: | am
25 present.
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The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | menber Jones for a notion on Bill
No. 230411.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
Madam Chair. | nove that Bill No. 230411
be noved fromthis Comnmttee wth a
favorabl e recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be suspended to
permt first reading of this bill at our
next session of Council.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON: Al
right. Is there a second?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  |'s
there a second?

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you. The Chair notes for the record that
Counci | menber Bass seconds the notion.

|t has been noved and properly
seconded that Bill No. 230411 be reported
fromthis Committee with a favorable
recomrendati on and further noved that the

rul es of Council be suspended to permt
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first reading of this bill at the next
sessi on of Council .

Al'l those in favor of the
nmotion will signify by stating aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Those
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  The
ayes have it. The notion carries.

| will now recognize
Counci | menber Jones for a notion on the
amendnent to Resol uti on No. 230430.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
again, Madam Chair. | have an anendnent
to Resolution No. 230430. A copy of that
amendnment has been circulated to all
menbers of Council. |, therefore, nove
for the adoption of the anmendnent to
230430.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you. The Chair notes for the record that

Counci | nrenber Bass seconds the noti on.
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It has been noved and properly
seconded that the anmendnent to Resol ution
No. 230430 be approved.

Al'l those in favor of the
nmotion will signify by stating aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Those
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  The
ayes have it and the anendnent to
Resol uti on No. 230430 has been approved.

The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | menber Jones for a notion on
Resol uti on No. 230430, as anmended.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
again, Madam Chair. | nove that
Resol uti on No. 230430 be noved fromthis
Committee with a favorable recommendati on
and further nove that the rul es of
Counci | be suspended to permt first
reading of this resolution at our next
sessi on of Council.

(Duly seconded.)
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COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Ckay.
The Chair notes for the record that
Counci | menber Bass seconds the notion.

It has been noved and properly
seconded that Resol ution No. 230430, as
anended, be reported fromthis Commttee
with a favorabl e recommendati on.

Al those in favor of the
motion will signify by stating aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Those
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  The
ayes have it.

The Chair now recogni zes

18 Counci | menber Jones for a notion on the
19 amendrment to Bill No. 230005.
20 COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
21 again, Madam Chair. | offer an anmendnent
22 to Bill No. 230005. A copy of that
23 amendnment has been circulated to all
24 menbers of Council, and | nove for the
25 adoption of the amendnent to Bill No.
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230005.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  The
Chair notes for the record that
Counci | menber Bass seconds the notion.

|t has been noved and properly
seconded that the anmendnent to Bill No.
230005 be approved.

Al those in favor of the
nmotion wll signify by stating aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Those
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  The
ayes have it. The notion carries.

The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | menber Jones for a notion on Bill
No. 230005, as anended.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
Madam Chair. | nove that Bill No. 230005
be noved fromthis Conmttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on, as anended, and

further noved that the rules of Council
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be suspended to permt first reading at
our next session of Council.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you. The Chair notes for the record that
Counci | menber Bass seconds the noti on.

It has been noved and properly
seconded that Bill No. 230005, as
anended, be reported fromthis Commttee
with a favorabl e recommendati on and
further noved that the rules of Council
be suspended to permt first reading of
this bill at the next session of Council.

Al those in favor of this
notion will signify by stating aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Those
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  The
ayes have it. The notion carries.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Jones for a notion on Bill
No. 230435.
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COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
again. | nove that Bill No. 230435 be
noved fromthis Conmttee wwth a
favorabl e recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be suspended to
permt first reading of this bill at our
next session of Council.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  The
Chair notes for the record that this
noti on has been seconded by Counci |l nenber
Bass.

It has been noved and properly
seconded that Bill No. 230435 be reported
fromthis Commttee with a favorable
recomendati on and further noved that the
rules of Council be suspended to permt
first reading of this bill at the next
sessi on of Council .

Al those in favor of the
nmotion will signify by stating aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Those

opposed?
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(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  The
ayes have it. The notion carries.

Thi s concl udes the busi ness
before the Comm ttee on the Law and
Governnent Comm ttee today. W thank you
all so very much for your attendance and
for allowing us to conclude at 5:00 p. m

Thank you so nmuch, Vice Chair
Counci | menber Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Well done,
Madam Chai r .

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you, coll eagues.

(Commttee on Law and

Gover nnent concluded at 5:00 p.m)
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