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COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: Good
afternoon. | now note that the hour
has cone.

Clerk, will you please cal
the roll to take attendance. Menbers
that are in attendance, wll you
pl ease i ndicate that you are present
when your nane is called.

THE CLERK: Counci | nember

Thonas.
(No response.)
THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
Br ooks.
(No response.)
THE CLERK: Counci | mnenber
Johnson.
COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Her e.
THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
Gaut hi er.
(No response.)
THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: Here.
THE CLERK: Counci |l menber
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Lozada.
COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Here.
THE CLERK: Chair Phillips.
COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS:  Here.
Present.

Thank you. A quorum of the
Commttee is present and the hearing
Is nowcalled to order. This is the
public hearing of the Commttee on
Chil dren and Yout h regarding
Resol uti on No. 230662.

Clerk, wll you please read
the title of the resolution.

THE CLERK: Resol ution No.
230662, resolution authorizing the
Committee on Children and Youth to
hol d public hearings exam ning the
response to human trafficking in the
City of Phil adel phia.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: Before |
call the Cerk to call the first
panel, would any of my coll eagues |ike
to make any openi ng comments? Ri ght
bef ore one of ny coll eagues nakes

their opening comments, |'mjust going

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Children & Youth
10/ 10/ 2023

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

to say sonme qui ck renarks.

We are here at Enon for one
particul ar reason. There is a nenber
of this church, who is actually a
| eader in this church, that is our
First Lady Waller who has nmade it a
priority for human trafficking to be
paid attention to not only by the Cty
of Phil adel phia, but also by the state
and federal governnent.

She contacted ne and said,
Council man Phillips, is there
sonething the City of Phil adel phia can
do to address this issue. And | said,
absolutely, let's figure out how we
can work together. So I'mglad to be
here with ny col | eague Counci | menber
Quetcy Lozada, the prinme sponsor of
the resolution we're hearing today,
and menbers of this Commttee.

Today we'l|l be exam ning the
response to the human trafficking in
the city of Philadelphia. This is
such an inportant issue. Sex

trafficking generates $99 billion a
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year wwth 4.5 mllion people forced
into sexual exploitation. Simlarly,

| abor trafficking generates $51
billion a year with 21 mlIlion people
across the world falling prey to | abor
traffickers. It is happening right in
our backyards.

Just earlier this year in
February, the Philadel phia Inquirer
reported 8 wonen between the ages of
14 and 17 forced into prostitution at
the Days I nn on the Roosevelt
Boul evard. Human trafficking is
di sgusting and intolerable and it is
I ncunbent upon this Council to ensure
the Gty is doing everything it can do
to really resolve this unacceptable
activity and that threatens innocent
people. So | look forward to
examning this matter with ny
col | eagues and the esteened w tnesses
we have today.

WIIl any of the Commttee
menbers |i ke to make openi ng remarks?

The Chair recogni zes Counci | wonman
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Quet cy Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Thank
you, M. Chair.

First 1'd like to thank ny
community nmenber, Edw n Desanour, who
on ny first day said, Councilwonan,
this is a topic or an issue that |I'd
like to bring to your attention and
I'd like us to have further
conversation about how we protect our
young people. So | want to publicly
thank himfor his work and bringing it
to our attention.

We recognize that in the 7th
Council District often tinmes our young
people find thensel ves, right, in
wal ki ng our streets and walk into
situations sonetines that are not
expected but that they're curious
about and end up entering in a world
that is extrenely dangerous. Many of
our young peopl e depend on outlets
| i ke social nedia, and a | ot of the
information that they get there is not

often in their best interest and they
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don't know who they're actually
tal king to.

So again, | want to say thank
you to all of you who have expressed
i nterest, who have brought this to our
attention. Thank you, Chairnman
Phillips, for bringing us here
together to start the conversation and
to work together to be able to bring
sone solid solutions to addressing
human trafficking in all of the city
of Phi |l adel phi a.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: Hello --

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: Chair
recogni zes Councilman Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  I'm
sorry. Hello, everyone. |'m
Councilman Harrity. You know, this is
just deplorable. People who practice
this are no good and sonet hi ng needs
to be done about it. [|I'mjust glad
that ny col |l eagues have brought it up
to be addressed and that naybe we can
get sone results out of information

we're going to receive fromyou guys
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so that we can go and actually nake
sonet hi ng happen when it cones to
t his.

Because | |ive in Kensington
and when you're tal king about this
stuff, they do it in the areas of
peopl e who are nost vul nerabl e because
they're preying on them So |I'm gl ad
to see that we're doing this, and |
t hank everybody for com ng out today.
Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: Chair
recogni zes Counci |l man Kenyatta
Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yes. |
just want to thank Chairman Phillips
as well as Councilwoman Quetcy Lozada
for introducing this resolution on
what | believe is a very, very
critical issue. And | renenber sone
time ago having discussions in Gty
Council, particularly looking at this
i ssue around missing girls here in the
city of Philadel phia. And so, | want

to thank M. Chairman for taking this
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I ssue to the next |evel.

I was readi ng online about a
week and a half ago in the city of
Atlanta, it was about 37 girls who
were mssing in a two-nonth period,
right. And every tinme that we see
that a young person is mssing and a
poster here in the city of
Phi | adel phia, there's a variety of
di fferent opinions and reasons as to
why. But we know around the issue of
sexual trafficking it plays a critica
role, particularly why sone of our
young peopl e get caught up in
lifestyles that are very, very

detrinmental to thensel ves.

And so, | just want to thank
Chairman Phillips for always being on
the case. | want to acknow edge and

thank First Lady Waller for being the

forenost leader in the city of

Phi | adel phi a addressing this issue.
So thank you, young man. You

keep up the good work as well.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS: Al

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Children & Youth
10/ 10/ 2023

10

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

right. Thank you all, Council nenbers.
| appreciate your remarks. And al so,

| want to thank Council woman Lozada
for the work that she's doing in

Kensi ngton to nmake sure that this is
going to be an issue that is rid of in
t hat area.

And this is part of her |arger
plan. Her and Councilman Harrity have
been trying to tackle this for a while
to really make Kensi ngton what we know
it can be. And, that is, a safe,
green and wonderful place to |live and
play for our children and fam|lies.

So, Cerk, wll you please
call the first panel or wtness we
have to testify on Resolution No.
230662.

THE CLERK: The first panel is
Gabe Lee, Gennifer Reed, Edw n
Desanour and Ellyn Jo Wall er.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: Can the
Wi t nesses pl ease approach the w tness
table. Thank you.

(Wtnesses approached
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Wt ness Table.)

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS:  And we
are going to have the wi tnesses speak
in the follow ng order: Gabe Lee,
Genni fer Reed, Edw n Desanour and
First Lady Ellyn Jo Waller. Can the
W t nesses say their nane and where
they're fromfor public record.

MR. LEE: Gabriel Lee. [|I'm
the secretary --

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: The mc,
hol d on.

MR. LEE: Good afternoon,
everyone. M nane is Gabe Lee. |I'm
the Secretary Treasurer of Local 2187
D.C. 47. (Good afternoon. Again, ny
name is Gabe Lee. | amthe Secretary
Treasurer of Local 2187. That is the
Local that represents all the
frontline social workers at the
Departnent of Human Servi ces.

Interestingly, this topic is
inmportant to ne. | was a soci al
wor ker at the Departnent of Human

Services for over 12-and-a-half years.

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622



Committee on Children & Youth
10/ 10/ 2023

12

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

During that tine, | spent a
significant anount of ny tine on the
Sex Abuse I nvestigations Unit
encountering many children who were
victimzed for human trafficking. |
woul d like to share with Cty Counci
and the public that we are very | ucky
here in the city of Philadel phia that
we have many soci al workers who are
passi onate of keeping children safe
here in the Cty every single day at
all tinmes of the day.

However, we do have serious
chal | enges at the Departnent of Human
Services. To begin, we are
significantly understaffed and soci al
wor kers are often not able to provide
the attention needed to these
vul nerabl e children. Specifically
speaking toward the unit that | was a
part of, we don't have enough fol ks
there. W need to hire nore soci al
workers and it's just not quantity.
It's also matter of quality.

Whien | was on that unit, it
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was al ways the nost experienced
I nvestigators assigned there. As we
| ose staff at the Departnent of Hunman
Services, we're seeing that the staff
on that unit are becomng | ess and
| ess experienced and the children
suffer. Secondly, the departnent
itself is underresourced and that
often results in the children that are
i nvol ved in human trafficking to be
enticed by the traffickers.

W need to be able to provide
thema | evel of care that wll
di scourage these youth to fall back to
their abusers. Oten |I've seen so
many tinmes whereas a social worker we
put themin situations where they
don't have nuch and they often go back
to their abusers because their abusers
give themsmall things |ike brand new
shoes, brand new i Phones, and that's
scary and that's dangerous.

In conclusion, | want to
stress as a forner social worker and

al so as the treasurer who represents
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folks that are out in the streets
every day, in conclusion we need nore.
W need to bol ster our ranks. W need
to be able to retain these soci al
wor kers so we can keep institutiona
knowl edge and experience in the
departnment, and we need to provide
t hese social workers with nore
resources to provide for these
children. Thank you guys for your
tine.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS:  Thank
you. Thank you for your testinony.

Pl ease state your nane for the
record and proceed with your
testi nony.

M5. REED: Good day,
Commttee. M nanme is Gennifer Reed.
| amthe President of Local 2186 under
District Council 47 and a clinical
track licensed social worker. [|'m
com ng today to speak to you froma
uni que perspective. |'ve been a City
enpl oyee for over 20 years. Before

comng to the union | was a soci al
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wor k supervisor at DHS in Child
Wl fare Operations.

Prior to being pronoted, | was
a social worker in the field for 17
years, had the opportunity to engage
many citizens of this great city by
visiting and assessing the safety of
children and their famlies in
hundr eds and hundreds of their hones
across our county. Additionally, I
wor ked ni ghts and weekends in the
child care roomat 1515 Arch Street,
assisting children and youth with
di sruptive placenents due to nental
and enotional concerns.

Many of the youth that |
served in this environnment suffered
fromenotional issues that we as child
wel fare professionals could not and
have not addressed. | watched youth
cone in at all hours of the night and
day seeking attention that range from
basi ¢ needs, hugs, advice and even
encouragenent. | sat and cried with

some who were just seeking the right
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forever hone and begged and pl eaded
with others to stay off the streets
and gi ve soneone the chance to care
and provide for them

We wat ched young peopl e cone
in, shower, eat and barely sleep in
order to | eave our building to allow
the streets to envel ope them agai n.
Many tinmes | watched young people
m sdi agnosed with nental health
di agnoses when nost of what we were
seei ng were behavioral and enoti onal
I ssues, caused by abuse, negl ect and
abandonnent .

I could go on and on with
personal stories about calls | nmade to
not hers and fam |y nenbers beggi ng
themto reconsider to allow the young
people to come honme with intensive
services. But in the interest of tine
I wll say this: It is incunbent upon
us to provide proper care and
supervision with appropriate enotiona
and behavioral services for the

children and yout h of Phil adel phi a.
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The nental health community
has failed our children due to the
| ack of availability of residential
treatment facilities to neet their
enoti onal and behavi oral needs, which
has caused our popul ation of children
and youth to be susceptible to the
cycle of enotional abuse, neglect,
abandonnment, and as we speak about
here, trafficking.

We as professionals in
positions of power need to find to
I npl ement creative ways to address
what we are seeing today in our City.
We as professionals need to inplenent
nore persistent tried and true nethods
of addressing the enotional and
behavi oral concerns we are seeing with
our youth. W need to stop
crimnalizing these behaviors and get
these children the services they
real Iy need.

Chi | dren need consi st ency,
gui dance and care specific to their

enoti onal and behavi oral needs,
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residential treatnent facilities that
provi de consi stent behavi or al

nodi fication nmethods that will address
t he chal | enges and behavi ors of
children and youth that have been
abandoned, abused, negl ected and

avail able to predatorial caregivers
they are connected w th.

It is our responsibility to
care for those that are vul nerable
anong us. It is our responsibility to
provi de the proper services to care
and neet the specific needs of this
vul nerabl e population. It is our
responsibility as | eaders, parents,
soci al workers and nental health care
wor kers to address a specific plan and
focus ways the needs for enotiona
support for enotionally-battered
chil dren and yout h.

| hope we will not |eave this
place with these concerns |isted as
agenda itens, but we |ist them as
action itens to be addressed with

expedi ency and purpose. | spend a
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| ot of sleepless nights trying to
figure out ways to address these
concerns, but we certainly can't do it
al one. Let us work coll aboratively to
I npl ement a change in how we address
the enotional deficiencies we are
seeing in our vul nerabl e popul ation of
abused and negl ected chil dren and
yout h.

If we don't, we will see nore
behavi ors that | ead to truancy, higher
drop-out rates, vandalism viol ence,
sensel ess deat hs and obvi ously
ki dnapping and the like. W need to
be nore intentional and strategic in
provi di ng appropriate services through
our child welfare and nental health
systens. Thank you for your tine.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:  Thank
you so nuch for your testinony.

Can the next speaker state
your nane for the record and al so your
affiliation and proceed with your
testi nony.

MR. DESAMOUR  Thank you. M
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Edw n Desanour. |'mthe Executive
Director of the Lighthouse and | am a
menber of the Board for the Exodus
Road. The Exodus Road is an
organi zation that exists in order to
di srupt the darkness of nodern day
slavery, which is critical for
citizens living here in Phil adel phi a.
| joined this organizati on because |
ama father, a grandfather and if ny
kids were mssing, | would want to
know t hat soneone was out there
| ooki ng for them

Being a part of this Board
gives ne firsthand know edge of
| ocati ons, what happened, why it
happens, the danmage that it's done.
On the flip side, | also see the
strength and the will to survive
t hrough these travels and interactions
with people all over the world.
Meeting survivors personally and
hearing fromtheir stories allowne to
believe that there is still hope when

there are people supporting this
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initiative.

Humans are resilient and do
have the strength to bounce back. M
role in Phil adel phia is as Executive
Director at the Lighthouse and a
comuni ty advocate in North
Phi | adel phi a has gi ven ne the uni que
opportunity to work both in the
Kensi ngt on conmunity and the
educational setting. On a nultitude
of occasions | have conme across
situations with young people that are
being trafficked, exploited right in
t heir own backyard.

We al so have predators online
who are trying to set our children up
to | ead down these roads. Sexual
exploitation is a billion dollar
industry with an estimted 27.6
mllion victins around the worl d.
Many people think this only happens
overseas, but it's ranmpant in our
City. Philadelphia is |like an open
air market that invites predatory

invitation with our young peopl e.
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Trafficking is an epidemc
that is plaguing our world.
Pennsyl vani a and Phi | adel phia are no
exception to the rule. To believe
that this is sonething that cannot
happen in our conmmunity woul d be the
greatest m stake of arrogance because
it's already happening to our
children. | stand here before you
today as a Board nenber of the Exodus
Road, as a father, as a brother, as a
son, as a comunity nenber and as a
citizen hoping that we could find and
prevent human trafficking and al so
bri ng awareness to protect our
chil dren.

And | just want to end it with
this: | want to thank each and every
one of you for even speaking on this.
I want to thank you for just touching
on this topic. | have traveled
overseas, around the world and |'ve
seen trafficking aggressive and | have
seen it bold, but |I've also seen

synptons of it happening here in
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Phi | adel phia, so thank you.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS:  Thank
you so nuch for your testinony.

For our next panelist, please
state your nane for the record and
proceed with your testinony. Thank
you.

M5. WALLER: Good afternoon
and thank you to the illustrious
Counci | renbers for hosting this. MW
name is Ellyn Jo Waller. | amthe
pastor's wife of Enon Tabernacle, also
the founder of She's My Sister
Mnistry, which I want to tal k about
as part of ny testinony.

Human trafficking is alive and
well in Philly, and it makes ne
incredibly sad to know we are sitting
in this space alnost 10 years to the
day of having this conversation
previously. | appreciate Council man
Johnson for saying he knows there's
been these neetings before, these
heari ngs before. And part of the

difficulty is we neet, we neet, we
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neet and kids in Philly are falling
t hrough the cracks over and over and
over agai n.

For the past 18 years, | have
been engaged in the fight agai nst
human trafficking. Started out
internationally in 2005 and then | was
bl owmn away to know and to | earn that
it was happening right here in our
backyard. Sonetinmes we hear people
say things like, oh, it's happening in
your backyard and we pretend that the
backyard is sonehow the reason for it
happeni ng. But we have to think about
where we are pl aced.

One of the things that | think
peopl e don't recognize is why Philly
Is such a hub. And it's a hub because
of where you can be al ong the road
fromPhilly. Mre than 10 years ago,
a couple of us in this room have been
in this sanme space. W've |ooked at
the issue. W' ve tal ked about the
i ssue. We have tal ked about ways t hat

we could find solutions. And it's sad
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that over and over again a |l ot of
times the conversation is just that, a
conversati on.

And so, |I'mhoping that in
this 10 years, this new decade to | ook
at it, that we'll be able to nmake
sonet hing work. The She's My Sister
M nistry of Enon Tabernacl e Bapti st
Church was founded in 2011 after we
did a docunentary viewing of the film
Very Young Grls, and did it because
we knew the issue was real, we knew it
was happeni ng. The docunentary, if
you all don't know, is placed, it's
set in New York Cty. But as we
wat ched that docunentary, we realized
it's right here as well.

And so, the mnistry was
formed at that point to raise
awar eness, particularly in the faith
community. There are |ots of
organi zations you' ve heard themtal k
about on this panel, and there are
others to conme that wll tal k about

the awareness raising that's
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happening. M concern was that it was
not happening in the faith community.
And often we turn a blind eye to what
is right in front of our faces.

And so, we host annually an
awar eness conference every January
where we share with the faith
communi ty and beyond. So again, the
people in this room have been a part
of that. W have heard from
survivors. W have heard from fol ks
who have been victim zed donmestically
and also internationally. W've heard
fromchildren who, and | don't nean no
harm were supposed to be protected by
child protective services across this
country and in this Gty who were
being victim zed right under your
noses.

"' m happy to hear that the
soci al worker shared that there's just
not enough, there's not enough support
for our social workers. W live in a
city wwth such a high rate of poverty

and we pretend as if our children
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aren't vul nerabl e because of just
that. Black and Brown children are
di sproportionately represented in our
systens and, therefore, are

di sproportionately represented as
victins.

And so, when we start thinking
about what can happen, what can we do,
we have to do nore than have
conversations. W have to decide that
there are steps that we're willing to
take. There are people we're wlling
to anger that there is nothing nore
i nportant than protecting our
children. And so, | also want to just
share that we do a wal k, run.

Again, She's My Sister
Mnistry is advocacy, awareness and
outreach. It's bringing awareness.
It's calling attention to the issue,
and we hear about what human
trafficking is. W get all of these
definitions. W get all of the
i nformati on about the industry. One

thing I want us to renmenber is you can
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sell drugs and guns one tine, but you
can sell a human being over and over
and over agai n.

And |'ve sat in spaces with
persons who have been victimzed, with
survivors where |'ve | ooked into the
eyes of folk who are hopel ess because
it seems that all we do is talk, and
we have to do sonething very
different. If we're going to nake a
difference, it's inportant that we
change the m snoner of us being the
Cty of Brotherly Love and Sisterly
Affection to really being that, to
really loving our brother and sister
and caring enough to nake a
di ff erence.

|'"ve sat in spaces where
chil dren was supposed to be hel ped.
And |'ve | ooked at faces of folks who
wer e supposed to be the hel pers that
have failed. This past March I was in
a situation where | watched nultiple
systens fail a child in our Gty. W
can't keep letting this happen. W
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have to nake a difference. And if we
are wlling, we wll |ook around our
region to cities like Baltinore that
are doing amazi ng work. We can | ook
around the country to cities like
Houst on who have offices that really
address this issue.

And if we do nothing else, |
think we've got to think about how do
we figure out how to do sonething for
real in our City to save the lives of
our children.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS:  Thank
you, Panel, for your testinony.

Really riveting discussion here and we
| earned a | ot.

Are there any questions or
comments from nmenbers of the Commttee
for this panel? Chair recognizes
Councilman JimHarrity.

MR. HARRITY: And thank you
for your testinony again. You' ve been
wor king on this for 10 years, and |
really thank you for that.

It's actually a question for
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all of you: [If there was a wi shli st
let's say of what we could help you
get that would help in this fight,
what woul d that be? And |'m sure each
of you have a different wshlist, so
that's why I'masking all of you the
sanme question because | want to get
I deas on how we can actually do
sonet hi ng about this rather than just
havi ng a conversati on.

M5. REED: | would like to add
a potential answer of ny w shli st
woul d be |'ve been working at DHS
since 1998 and --

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS:  Could
you speak into the mc?

M5. REED: Ch, | thought |
was. | could hear nyself. So |I've
been wor ki ng at DHS since 1998 and
years ago there were placenents called
residential treatnent facilities. And
when chil dren have enotional issues
and behavioral issues, this is ny
thi ng, over the years they've closed

them down with the thought that people
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need forever hones, children need to
be in hones and what's consi dered
possi bly an institution, it's not

conduci ve to good living or teaching

children prosper -- to be |ived
prosper -- you know what |I'mtrying to
say.

Anyway, so what's happened
over the years because of abuse, sone
of these systens were closed. But for
years children were getting what they
needed. Sonme do and sone don't. Sone
specifically to neet their enotiona
needs and behavi oral needs, sone
children need discipline. So we've
gotten away fromit. Discipline is
not puni shnment. There are two
di fferent things between discipline
and puni shnent.

Di scipline is about guidance,
teaching and that's over and over
again. As a young person, how do you
| earn how to tie your shoe? You
practiced it over and over again. How

do you learn how to be kind to people?
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You're taught. You're told that over
and over again. Sone of these
children m ssed those pieces, right.
So a lot of what | was saying was the

years when we went to these treatnent

facilities, they were being abused and

sone of them have cl osed, thinking
that the best way to address
chal | engi ng behavi ors woul d be t hat
children would go into honmes. Sone of
these children can't go in people's
homes.

I"ve worked as | nentioned at
DHS in the child care room and these
children cone in night and day with
di sruptive placenents, never getting
what they need literally enotionally
and behaviorally. Their behaviors
need to be -- children are children
and children need to be taught.
Children need to be guided. Tine
needs to be taken with them Sone of
these children, |ike Gabe sai d,
they' |l make thensel ves avail able for

a phone. They'll nake thensel ves
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avai l abl e for sone sneakers. Wy?
Because they're | ooking to repl ace
what they're not getting.

They need to be taught, |oved
in an environment that is productive
and peaceful. That's not the words |
want to use, but it's an environnent
where they're taught how to behave and
they get their enotional needs nmet. A
| ot of children are subject to these
predat ory individual s because there's
sone attachnment issues. They don't
have soneone to give thema hug, to
take the tinme to even engage them So
this is what we're seeing. So we've
gotten away fromthat.

W' ve cl osed many pl aces, but
sonme children cannot go into regular
homes. They can't. They can't be in
a regular famly hone and they don't
stay. They keep com ng back to DHS
and comng in and out, using drugs and
doi ng all kinds of things, making
t hensel ves avail abl e for whatever

happens. And |'ve seen these little
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beauti ful young children, nmale and
femal e, that are being used by those
predators in the street, and they are
not getting the services that they
need.

So if I had a wishlist, again
I would say that we woul d open
treatnment facilities, comun -- what
aml| trying to say, Gabe -- treatnent
facilities that neet behavioral and
enoti onal needs, but they're under
strict guidelines so that there's no
abuse that occurs in those systens
because that's the kind of thing that
wi Il close those places down.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yeah. |
just want to --

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: Chair
recogni zes Counci | man Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you, M. Chair.

I just want to echo your
sentinents. |'ve had conversations
with different Gty agencies, right,

regarding how we treat trauma and
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nment al heal t h anongst our young
people. And there's a study that a

|l ot of the Gty agencies are saying
it's nore effective for a child to be
in a household, right, to receive
servi ces as opposed to goi ng away,
right.

And ny response to that was,
my rebuttal was that you're trying to
get a young person that's dealing with
a lot of issues to actually recover in
t hat sanme environnent where the
trauma's taking place, rather it's the
nmom the dad, the famly nenbers, the
nei ghbors, the friends. W're saying
you have to recover and you have to
get your life together in that very
sanme environnment not taking a | ook at
when you are away in a suburban county
somewher e outside of your inmediate
environnent, for some it's an
opportunity to get away from what they
only know, which is a one-block
radi us, two-block radius, right. And

then that actual treatnment facility,
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get that type of help that they need.

Now, there were sone nmj or
i ssues at places like Aen MIIs and
we shut down Sl eighton Farnms, but now
they have a crisis where you got
children sl eeping on the floor at the
yout h study center because there's no
pl ace to send them So, yes, we do
have to go back and took a | ook at
that nodel. But | also want to touch
on your key point that you tal ked
about, and |I'mthinking about from
lived experience, is that telling a
young person to try to get their |ives
together in an environnent that has a
significant anount of obstacles can be
very, very chall engi ng.

| was able -- | went to
Mansfield University. And people
al ways say, how you go to Mansfi el d.
And many of you may or may not know,
Mansfield is called God's country.
It's in Upstate Pennsylvania next to
New York. But the reason | went to

Mansfi el d was because it was 100 m | es
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away fromthe city of Philadel phia
where | was seei ng peopl e being
murdered in te 1990s day-in and
day-out. So for nme it was a chance to
get away, right, focus on ny
schooling, right, but also not be
subjected to the environnent which
day-in and day-out either |I'm seeing
peopl e being nurdered, |I'm dealing
with ny ommn famly's traunma and
I Ssues.

And so, | just want to
acknow edge -- because there's a
t hought of school out there, a very
| eft thought of school that says if we
want young people to go to treatnent,
wel |, | guess we're supporting nmass
i ncarceration. That's not necessarily
the case. It's just that we need to
have different alternatives to hel ping
our young people to get their |ives
t oget her because obviously what's
going on right now is not working.
And so, | just want to say you're

definitely correct and just wanted to
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acknow edge at least fromny
per spective your coments.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Counci | mrenber Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Yes.
Thank you again for your testinony.

In Districts like mne, there are

i ssues that the Gty thinks are
exasperated. This being no different,
right. Wen | canme into office back
i n Novenber with the hel p of
Counci | renber Curtis Jones, we put
together a Marshall Plan. And that
pl an basically called all of the City
services to cone together to tell us
what types of services were happeni ng
in ny Dstrict.

And |'m going to speak about
my District because it's who |
represent, it's what I know well, it's
where | live, it's where |I'mraising
nmy famly and |'msure that nmany of ny
col | eagues experience it in theirs as

wel |, but their perspective is
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different than mne, right.

What | can tell you is that
when we brought the Marshall Pl an
public hearing into the comunity,
what we found was that there are
mllions of dollars and hundreds of
prograns who are supposed to be used
to address needs |like this one, right.
The problemis that no one wants to
address or avoids the conversation of
who are the program providers that are
not providing that service and how do
we pull their funding and reall ocate
themto be able to support prograns
that are actually doing the work with
potentially | ess funding than soneone
el se who is getting majority of the
noney.

And so, | say that to say that
as we work towards creating a plan,
turning conversations into action
items which is what nyself and ny
col | eagues are worki ng towards doi ng,
know that we're aware of these things.

W see these things happening, right.
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| drive down Kensington Avenue, |
drive around in the Harrowgate
community every day and see wonmen who
are working against their wll.

| have taken the opportunity
to talk to many of them about how can
we connect you to services now, why
are you here, do you feel that you are
i n danger. Sone of them kind of brush
me of f because soneone is wthin view,
right. And so, | want you to know
that there is a commtnent. W' re not
just here -- I'"'mnot just here to hear
you. I'mhere to listen and | earn,
ultimately to create conversations and
an action plan, but also comng from
t he perspective of, yeah, we may need
nore resources. The resources may
al ready be there. W just need to
redirect them right.

And that's not always an easy
conversation. It's not always a
popul ar conversation, but it is a
conversation that | am working

towards, and that any one of ny
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col |l eagues that | have talked to is in
support of it. So | think that we're
in a good place. This is a
conversation that is not easy, right.

| think that there are certain
policies in governnent that al so don't
hel p us, that kind of work together
and work against this particular

I ssue.

And so, | think that as tine
goes on and we neet like this, we wll
have to bring others to the table to
hel p us reall ocate funds, re-asses
policies that are put in place that
wi Il again help us bring real action
i nto addressing this problem

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: Do any
ot her Counci | mrenbers have questions or
coment s?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:  Your
testi nony.

MR. DESAMOUR: Thank you. |
just want to get back to the w shlist.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
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(I naudi bl e) .

MR. DESAMOUR: No, no, this is
good. This is really piggybacking off
of you speaking to the young lady or a
couple of the ladies and they're
worri ed about who's watching. Sone of
the things | want to -- because it's a
long wishlist, I'"'mgoing to just hit
one. Usually when | drive by,
everything's bill boards, signage,
right. |If you commt fraud, here's 10
years, right, insurance conpani es and
stuff like that.

So | would |love to see nore
bi | | boards and si gnage out around the
Cty in different |anguages, not just
Spani sh but Asian -- no, different
di al ects, right, because people are
being trafficked in our GCty. But
basically sonmething that's nore than,
hey, get this nmuch tinme for
trafficking, on sonething that
identifies what is trafficking, but
al so signage where here's a

1- 800- nunber and sonmeone will be there
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to direct you to the many different
organi zations that are providing
servi ces and support.

You know, have a little |ist
and maki ng sure that these services
are bei ng done and that person w ||
make sure that they hang or hold that
person to that support system but |
t hi nk si gnage woul d be very good,
because when soneone's on their down-
and- out whether they're in a car, they
can nenorize a nunber, if they're in a
dangerous situation, they know | ater
on when they get a chance they can
make a call and know that there's help
out there.

And al so, our young peopl e who
could fall in the trap of being
predators not know ng that this is a
serious offense and they need to know
this is trafficking, if you get caught
doing it, you can get this nuch tine
for it.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Just one

| ast question: | know that all of you
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provide a very specific service. But
have you all ever talked to each
other? Have you all worked with
another in your work to cross-

col | aborate, share resources? |[|f not,
this is an opportunity to do that,
right. | recommend that we start to
network and share information with one
another. 1'd love to make sure that |
get everybody's information for future
conver sati ons.

M5. WALLER: And I'Ill just add
this last bit to the wishlist, and |
do appreciate -- | cannot say how nuch
| appreciate you all for doing this
even 10 years | ater because there was
a gap. And so, you're stepping in so
| greatly appreciate that. | think
wi shlist, changing how we view those
who are victim zed. Changing, you
know, getting away fromthe Hol | ywood
sensationalized story of trafficking.

It's not always the snatching
folk off the street. |It's the gradua

victim zation that then gets the
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person to the place of brai nwashi ng
and all of those things, so |I think
that's inportant. | think we have to
be careful that we view Brown and

Bl ack girls the sane way we vi ew bl ond
young | adi es.

We | ook for Gabby Petito
forever nore. W got Bl ack and Brown
girls mssing in this Gty every day
nobody's | ooking for. So the w shli st
woul d be changing the view The
second thing would be to have fundi ng.
W tal ked about housing. W talked
about -- but we need funding for an
office where identification is really
happening. Identifications and
trai ning and support and housi ng for
t hose who have been victim zed.

And al so, don't forget
survivors. Because | think sonetines
what happens is we get this nentality
that we're rescuing and we've got to
do the next steps. And |ike you were
saying, just naking sure that there's

sonet hing there that's ongoi ng.
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I ncreasi ng the nunber of soci al
service workers. W just heard -- but
soci al service workers that are
specifically training for trafficking
because traffick trauma is different.

So when we start tal king about
trauma, that's real across the board
and our kids are suffering, but
traffick trauma is different, so we're
maki ng sure we're doing that. Al so,
the willingness. Nothing against you
all, but join us all in press, and the
willingness to really prosecute, the
wi | lingness to hold people
accountable. The wllingness to
provi de signage.

I was in New York at a hotel.
The back of the door had the human
trafficking information on it. W
need nore bill boards. There are sone
that are bl ue canpai gn, but we need to
do stuff in the City that's for the
people. W just did a partnership in
January with SEPTA. They put nore

signs, so signage. Pressing on our
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sports. In our stadiunms we should
have signage in every bathroomin our
stadiuns. And then also, wllingness
to make sure that the [aws that exist
are actually followed. So that's
m ne.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS:  Chai r man
recogni zes Counci | man Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: | had a
gquestion. |Is the Ofice of
Honel essness here today?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: | was
j ust wondering because | know al so
First Lady Waller kind of touched on
this, the Hol |l ywood perspective of
trafficking. And | would think a | ot
of tinmes we | ook at youth and
honel essness, right. It's also
anot her pathway that young | ady or
that young man who definitely have the
faith to stay, but then they start
hangi ng out with sonebody who's ol der,
right. That ol der person befriends

them and one thing | eads to another.
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Just tal king about the need
for us also having a conprehensive
strategy around providi ng honel ess
opportunities, particularly for young
peopl e and specifically for young
peopl e that age out, right, who don't
have a famly honme to go back when
they age out, right, and they nake
that transition to go back to their
community when they're out of DHS.

That's sonething we can al so explore

as wel | .

Thank you, M. Chairnman.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: Thank
you.

M5. LEE: | just want to
answer Councilman Harrity's -- | would

be rem ss not to give ny wishlist for
the workers that are out there with
these kids now. One of our wi shes is
to echo Ms. Reed, we need structured
prograns. Congregate care has been
stressed as such an evil thing in the
Cty, but I work with the kids who

have been successful in these
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prograns, and a |lot of these kids we
need to know need that structure and
they need to work with professionals.

We tal k about kinship care al
the tinme, how sone of these kids can't
go to grandnma and grandpa. Sone
prof essionals can't even handl e t hese
children in the child care room What
makes you think that grandnma and
grandpa are equi pped to be able to
handl e t hese uni que behaviors. W're
putting children at risk sonetinmes who
just literally -- not any of their
fault, but they are not equi pped.

These prograns that we used to
have aren't there anynore. A |lot of
them they' ve been shut down. So the
w shlist and social workers thensel ves
woul d be, and this cones to the
resources, i s proper prograns for
folks, not to trap themin a program
but so that they can get professional
speci al i zed hel p.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:  Thank

you. | just want to also ask -- |
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want to ask one question about -- |'m
not sure if any Council nenbers have
qguestions, but | wanted to see -- |
heard Ellyn Jo Wal |l er nention that
other cities are doing better at this
than we are. Do you know any of the
pi eces of legislation or policies that
are place in other cities?

| know you nentioned sone
recommendati ons. But what are sone of
the cities doing better than us so we
can replicate here in the city of
Phi | adel phia i medi atel y?

M5. REED: There is federal
| egislation. It's called the
I ndependent living bulletin, right.
And so --

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: Can you
speak into the mc?

M5. REED: Sorry. The
I ndependent living bulletin speaks to
young people that aged -- that are
vul nerabl e and aged out, providing the
basi ¢ needs. And so, what happens is

say you want to have an agency t hat
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woul d provi de basi c needs services,
meani ng teaching children how to cl ean
their laundry and how to budget,

et cetera, so there's federal funding
for that.

And so, if people would
present an RFP to open up a system
Val | ey Youth House provides that
service for DHS individuals and
beyond. And, Council nenber, you spoke
of honel essness. This process, this
| O bulletin funding and progranm ng
| eads to a process of hones for young
peopl e, but they have to neet certain
stipulations. They have to be in
school or they have to work.

Additionally, legislation that
really is a barrier for young people
is a legislation that speaks to the
fact that a 14-year-old can decide
whet her or not they can receive
services, nental health and enoti onal
behavi oral services. That's a
problem A 14-year-old's brain is not

devel oped enough to understand what it

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Children & Youth
10/ 10/ 2023

52

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

Is that they need. W as adults,
parents, social workers and caregivers
need to be able to address children's
behaviors without themtelling us I'm
not doi ng that.

14 years old, your brain
devel ops until you're 25, right. So
at 14 years old you know what you
need? | don't think so. And if
anybody ever had any problens with
teenagers, and | had four, they don't
know what they need. You got to tell
them You got to teach them You got
to provide for them So they don't
have the wherewithal to even speak
intelligently about what are the
things they need. That's the
| egislation. | don't know where that
cane from but it's a ness and it
causes a | ot of problens when children
can't get what they need.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: So
you're saying to ne that right now a
14-year-old has to agree to soci al

servi ces even though their parent

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Children & Youth
10/ 10/ 2023

53

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

recommended their 1l4-year-old, a
teenager, pretty nuch an adol escent
has to agree to nmake for something to
happen?

M5. REED: Yes, they can agree
not to take nedication that has been
prescribed for them They can agree
not to engage in the behavioral
services, nental health services --
nostly nmental heal th behavi or, not
behavi or perhaps because we have
changed t hat whol e behavi oral service
system It's al nbst nonexi stent.

This is why we see what we see now.
You see a |lot of these children's
behavi ors being crimnalized.

| just tal ked about PJJSC,
what we're seeing there. What they're
not getting and we see the result of
it at PIJSC. W see the result of it
at DHS child care room It's like a
revol ving door, right. Not addressing
t hese behavi ors, not addressing these
enotional issues appropriately because

they can say |'mnot doing that. They
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can't -- no, unh-unh. It's al nost
li ke a 3-year-old saying, oh, |I'mjust
not going to do it. That's a ness.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: |
recogni ze Counci | woman Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: | think
part of the problem and I'mgoing to
say this probably at every hearing |
participate in, accountability. e
as adults are afraid to hold each
ot her accountable. W're afraid to
hol d our famlies accountable. W're
afraid of -- and | don't know how we
got there, how we got to where we are
today. But hol di ng each ot her
accountable is a huge problem and
agreeing to enforcenent is a problem
All of it is an issue that we as
governnent need to take a step back
and reassess how we are doi ng things.

l"mgoing to use -- ny
frustration cones from an organi zation
who gets I'mgoing to say mllions but
I think billions of dollars to address

enoti onal and behavioral issues wth
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young people in their facility. And
when | ask sonme of ny public safety
partners to give nme an assessnent of
why is police always called to this
particul ar address, they tell ne,
we're trying to figure it out, right.

In a 12-nonth period, this
particular facility has reported over
500 m ssing persons. These peopl e get
I'"'mgoing to say mllions again, but I
believe it's nore, to address nenta
and enotional health for children in
our conmmunity who on a regul ar basis
has to file m ssing persons reports.
These children are just wal ki ng out of
the facility, creating havoc in the
nei ghbor hood and then when they fee
like rolling back in, they do or they
don't show up and then becone a part
of one of our other systens.

And so, again accountability,
enforcenent, responsibility,
conversations into actions, all of
those things are inportant. But we

are going to have to | ook at all of
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these contracts that we have in
governnment and take some very serious
actions about how do we reallocate the
funds who often tines are
or gani zations that have contracts who
will be pissed off because we pulled
their contract. And many of you who
are sitting in this roomare a part of
t hese service providers who |'m sure
at tines you may say to yourself, I'm
not really sure if we're providing the
services we say we're providing. You
are the people we need to hear from
because we're not going to know, but
our children are at risk as a result
of the silence. And that has to
change if we want to change the
direction that our young people are
goi ng in.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: |
recogni ze Councilman JimHarrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: | thank
you for giving us sone things to | ook
into, and | agree with ny coll eague

Quetcy. You know, you can see for
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yourself there's a few new faces up
here and we have our senior nenber
with us who I know has personally
taken it on hinself with gun viol ence
and our kids in the neighborhood. W
all live in the neighborhood. M and
Quetcy live in Kensington, you know
what | nean. |'mthere. I|I'mat G and
Al | egheny.

And the reason | ran was
because nobody was fighting for the
kids in ny neighborhood. They're
happy kids right now, but | know that
time is not their friend. And one
thing else | knowis that in
nei ghbor hoods |i ke ours |ack of hope
Is brutal. And for a child to have no
hope, that's not right and we need to
do better. So you can best believe
that we're going to be | ooking at
t hese departnents. W're going to
| ook at these subcontractors and we're
to see which ones are doi ng what
they' re supposed to be doing. And the

ones that are not, we're going to take
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their funding. That you have our
wor d.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:  Thank
you so nuch, Panel.

Any final conmments?

MR. DESAMOUR: | have --

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: The
Chair recogni zes Edw n.

MR. DESAMOUR: Thank you. |
just want to say | will pass on
information for the Council fromthe
Exodus Road on best practices across
the United States and even sone around
(i naudi bl e), what is working and what
is not working. | would |Iove to share
all that information, so I'll make
sure | send it to Quetcy Lozada's
of fice, Councilwoman's office. 1"l
collect all the data from Exodus Road
on best practices that are going
around across the country, and nmaybe
we can take sonething fromthat and
see what we can instill it in our
Cty.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:  Thank
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you all so nuch. W really learned a
lot. We really appreciate you com ng
forward. W're looking forward to

| earni ng nore from ot her panels.
Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  And |
just want to give a quick shout-out to
Edw n, the work you're doing up there
in ny colleague's District. |'ve been
following you for a while. | think at
the [ast event we were at was the
Father's Day Conm ttee honoring Bilal
Qayyum Just keep up the good work
and staying on the case as you have
been doi ng.

And, First Lady Waller, thank
you for hol ding us accountable to nmake
sure we continue to do what we need to
do to keep our young girls safe.

Thank you. Thank you for your
testinonies.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Absol ut el y.

Yeah, again the church has
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been a beacon of light in Philadel phia
communities for a long tine. And |
wanted our City officials to really
understand that we have a partner in
this church when it cones to this

i ssue. So thank you, Ellyn Jo Waller,
for hosting us today.

| also want to -- let's call
on our second panel. So we can have
our second panelist cone forward to
testify on Resolution No. 230662.

That woul d be, derk?

THE CLERK: Shea Rhodes,
Nadeem Bezar, Kelly Sagastune and
Heat her LaRocca.

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness Table.)

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: A
right. Thank you so nuch.

Clerk, wll you please cal
the second panel of w tnesses we have
to testify on Resol ution 230662.

THE CLERK: Shea Rhodes,
Nadeem Bezar, Kelly Sagastune and

Heat her LaRocca.
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COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS:  Thank
you. Good afternoon. Please state
your nane for the record and proceed
Wi th your testinony.

M5. RHODES: Hi. |[|'m Shay
Rhodes. And I'mthe Director and the
co-founder of the Institute to Address
Commer ci al Sexual Exploitation out of
Vil | anova Law School. Council nenbers,
t hank you so nmuch for this amazing
opportunity to be here today. |'m
actually really thrilled. Along with
Dr. Waller, in Decenber of 2012 | had
the pleasure of testifying before Gty
Council on this sane issue, so it's
actually alnost 11 years later here we
Sit.

And | can | ook back at the
| ast 11 years or so and see a | ot of
progress that the Gty has made. And
| do want to say that when | did
provide that testinony in Decenber of
2012, it was one of the very | ast
things that | did as a prosecutor here

in the city and county of
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Phi | adel phia. And | quit ny job as a
prosecut or because of this very issue,
and | ama | awyer obviously and have a
skill set of being able to read | aws
and apply laws but also to effectuate
| egal change.

And at the tine, | did not
li ke the way the | aw was bei ng
applied. | didn't run for office so
obvi ously no one voted to el ect ne,
but | thought | have a unique skill
set and | would Iike to change the
laws to reflect who is seen as a
victimof trafficking and
exploitation, and to hold the
per petrators account abl e.

And, Councilman Harrity, |
want to start by answering your
qguesti on what do we need. And the
fact that four of you are sitting here
Is exactly what we need, because
not hi ng, absol utely nothing gets done
wi t hout political will. And we need
the political will to effectuate

change. | can give you solution after
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solution after solution. And again,
I"'ma lawer so | thought the best way
to effectuate change was to change the
laws. And in 2014, we did. W
changed the | aw.

Here in the Commonweal t h of
Pennsyl vania we enacted a
conpr ehensi ve human trafficking | aw
It defines labor trafficking and it
defines sex trafficking. But our
state legislature cut the fiscal note.
So what | have learned in the |ast
nine years of watching this | aw
t hroughout our entire Commonweal t h,
and |'ma constituent here in the city
and county of Phil adel phia, so what
Phi | adel phia does is very inportant to
me. And | also think that we're
poi sed to be a | eader.

But because that fiscal note
was passed, the biggest part of new
|l aws was truly stunted which is
i npl enentati on. W can change | aws
all day every day, | think you al

know t hat, nmake things up. But
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wi t hout soneone to coordinate the
I npl ementation, it's al nost
nmeani ngl ess.

| want to focus on 2018 and
the fact that we enacted another |aw
that | was really fortunate to be at
the table during drafting and
negoti ations, which is really rel evant
to why we're here today. It's the
Saf e Harbor for Sexually Exploited
Childrens Act, and that went into
effect in 2018. A lot of us here in
this room advocated for four |ong
years to get this |aw passed. It
repeal ed prostitution out of the
Juvenil e Act because there is no such
thing as a child prostitute. They're
a victimof child abuse, and our child
protective services law reflects that.

So when that [aw went into
effect, we built a couple of things
into it. Funding the Safe Harbor for
Sexual | y Expl oited Childrens Fund.
Part of that fund is to be used for

training and another part of that fund

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622



Committee on Children & Youth
10/ 10/ 2023

65

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

Is to be used for statew de public
awar eness canpai gn, focusing on
anti-demand. Every single dollar that
a sex trafficker makes cones out of
the wallet of a sex buyer.

Again, the fund is to be
popul ated from successful convictions
of sex traffickers and successf ul
conviction of sex buyers. You can
read ny testinony to see the
statistics regarding the convictions
here in Phil adel phia County for both
sex trafficking and sex buying. But
what | think is critical is that the
mandatory fine to be inposed at
sentencing to the best of our
knowl edge, and again we can only | ook
at what's publicly available in
dockets, we can't see that the fine
was i nposed, so that's quite troubling
to us.

| think the other thing that's
really inportant is that just because
the law calls for a statew de public

awar eness canpai gn focusi ng on demand,
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again every dollar a sex trafficker
makes cones out of the wallet of a sex
buyer, it doesn't preclude
Phi | adel phia County fromcreating its
cityw de canpai gn on anti-demand. And
what goes along with that has to be a
credi bl e threat that buying sex is not
going to be tolerated in our GCty.
It's just not going to be tolerated in
our Cty.

And | think again you all can
set an exanple of what you want to
tol erate and what you don't. | know
that M. Bezar fromKline & Specter is
unable to be here today. He's
preparing for trial, but he is
actively holding the hotels in this
Cty accountable for allow ng
traffickers to do their business
inside of their hotels, and | don't
want to speak for him But al so, they
are known | ocations to go to buy sex.

| want to tell you one nore
thing. 1've been around a really |ong

time. And when | started ny career in
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the late '90s, there wasn't even a
federal trafficking victins protection
act. And | was doi ng vol unteer work
as a pro bono attorney for the Support
Center for Child Advocates. And | can
| ook back at those cases that | was
appoi nted to represent those children
on, and the facts of their

victim zation squarely fit what we now
have the | anguage for, which is that
those children were being sexually
expl oited sonetines by famly nenbers,
soneti mes by so-called boyfriends.

But the | aw now mat ches what has been
going on at |east ny entire al nost
27-year career now.

So | turned 50 in the sunmer
of 2022. And | tell you that only
because | took the day off on ny 50th
birthday. And I got a phone call from
a dear friend who was a crim na
defense attorney here in the Gty.

And she wanted ne to give her ny
expert opinion on a case that was

scheduled to go to trial in Juvenile
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Court either the next day or a couple
days later. And she gave ne the
facts, which again are in ny
testinony. But the child who was
facing being adjudicated, it's only
one at trial, was a passenger in a car
that was stopped by police for a
traffic violation.

The driver of that car was a
regi stered sex offender from anot her
state. The child told the police the
driver of the car had rented a hotel
roomfor her close to the airport and
that she'd run way from hone. Again,
the alleged victimof this case was
the driver of the car, again who was a
regi stered sex of fender from anot her
state. And the child allegedly
threatened himverbally. The child
was arrested and charged and was bei ng
held in custody at the Juvenile
Justice Center.

The alleged victimin the case
was listed in the police report as the

uncooperative victim And to the best
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of nmy know edge and to ny friend who's
the crimnal defense attorney, he was
not investigated for being a

regi stered sex offender from anot her
state or why he was in the city of

Phi | adel phia to begin with. |
informed the crimnal defense that |
absolutely believe that child to be a
victimof sex trafficking. Again,
under the |aw there doesn't need to be
third party control for a child to be
a victimof sex trafficking.

What that neans sinply is
there doesn't need to be pinp control.
If you buy sex froma child, you are a
trafficker in the eyes of both the
federal |aw and our state. | offered
to call the Chief of the Juvenile Unit
at the DA's Ofice and ultimately |
did. And that case was di sm ssed and
the child was returned hone to her
famly. And to the best of ny
knowl edge, the child is doing well.

But that's just an exanple of why

i npl enentation of the lawis so
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I nportant.

W need to ensure that every
menber of our police departnment knows
how to recogni ze trafficking, howto
hand it off, how we operate in silos
here in this Cty. W have trenendous
victimservices organi zations. W
have trenendous | awyers, defense
attorneys, prosecutors, investigators
at the federal and state level. W're
operating in silos. | think that
there needs to be soneone in charge
here in the Gty of coordinating the
entire operation involving sex
trafficking, not just of our children
but of our adults because just because
you turn 18 years old does not nake
you no longer a victim

Every single one of ny clients
iIs a victimof sex trafficking and has
a crimnal record directly because of
their victimzation. | know that
Heat her LaRocca is here. She's going
to testify about the great work

they're doing in Kensington. But the
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| awyers who work for nme, we provide
office hours at the Drop-in Center in
Kensi ngton and the referral source for
our clients.

Yes, | was a prosecutor. But
| quite ny job because |I didn't I|ike
who was bei ng prosecuted under the
| aw. We changed the law. And now, we
need your help to inplenent it here in
our GCty. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:  Thank
you. Thank you for your testinony.

Can we nove to our next
panelist. Please state your nane for
t he record.

MS. LaROCCA: Heat her LaRocca.
So hello. M nane is Heather LaRocca.
And I'mthe Director of the Salvation
Arny's New Day to Stop Trafficking
Program which is |ocated here in
Phi | adel phia. And we operate a
program for survivors of trafficking.
Al that we do is solely focused on
wor ki ng with survivors. Shae already

nmenti oned our Drop-in Center in
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Kensi ngt on where we served al nost 900
I ndi vi dual s | ast year.

W have a diversion program as
a part of the CGty's PAD initiative,
Pol i ce- Assi sted Diversion. W have
case managenent services, housing, a
24- hour hotline and we al so do
trainings, outreach and awareness. So
t hank you so nmuch for show ng up
today, for caring and being willing to
listen to what we have to say about
this crisis in our Gty. There are a
| ot of issues to care about, a |ot of
things that we all have on our plates,
especially here in our Cty, so we
really do appreciate this tine
dedicated to this issue.

And thank you also to our
fell ow panelists. It's been really
hel pful and good to hear what we all
have to say. And to your question
earlier, we are all collaborating and
trying to do this work together
There are a few new faces to the

table, but | think we'll continue to
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connect and collaborate. | personally
have been on the front lines of this

i ssue of trafficking through both ny
wor k at New Day and al so ny work at
Wnen Agai nst Abuse prior for al nost
17 years.

And | just want to say that |
don't believe that the word
trafficking really expl ai ns what
trafficking is. The word just doesn't
answer. Li ke when you hear that, you
don't think about soneone going after
vul nerabl e individuals here in our
Cty. You don't necessarily think
about youth w thout placenent with a
hi story of chil dhood abuse and trauna.

You definitely often don't
t hi nk about those folks that we see on
the streets of Kensington who are
struggling with honel essness and
substance use. That's not the inmage
that we get when we think of
trafficking. | was hoping that today
we're giving a different inmage.

So just to kind of tal k about
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alittle bit of our experience, we've
wor ked with young individuals, we've
wor ked with youth, we've worked with
adults. W worked with an 11-year-old
child who's experienced abuse, has run
away fromtheir home, |eft placenent
and has been in that placenent that we
ki nd of tal ked about earlier, has
spent sone tinme in an RTF, naybe spent
sone time in a group and then they are
wi t hout placenent staying in the child
care roomthat we heard spoken about
earlier and then do continue to be
exploited. So they have that history
of chil dhood abuse and then that
continues in our system

W' ve al so worked with adults
who' ve grown up in let's just say a
home in South Philly. They've grown
up in a hone of substance abuse,
poverty, lack of resources. And a |ot
of times when we talk to these
i ndi viduals that we're working wth,
they' Il tal k about how the first

person that sold themfor sex was the
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parent or a famly nenber. And we've
worked with youth that the nomis also
at our drop-in centers. W've
actually worked with generations now
of fol ks who' ve been victim zed by
trafficking.

And we've seen unfortunately
now, we've been doing this work for
over 10 years, we've seen that young
peopl e then grow up and becone that
i ndi vidual that we see on the streets
of Kensington as |'ve spoken about
bef ore and even have seen a
not her - daughter situation. And as a
| ot of our other panelists have spoken
about, 10 years ago we sat before Cty
Council. W expl ai ned what
trafficking was and why we as a city
shoul d care about this issue.

And Sal vation Arnmy wasn't at
that table 10 years ago. And us with
our partners decided to do sonething
about the issue. W started a Drop-in
Center 10 years ago i n Kensington

where we knew vul nerabl e fol ks were
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and where they could cone in, get a
war m neal , cl othes, a shower and
ultimately know t hat soneone cares
about them And even since that tine
we have individuals that are stil
comng in 10 years later that we're
still building that relationship with
and we have seen success. W have
seen fol ks get out.

W have seen -- a |lot of ny
teamis here today. They could each
tell you 10 stories about the
I ndi vidual s that they've worked wth.
In 2022, we served 1,377 survivors
through all of our services. W now
not only have a drop-in center in
Kensi ngt on, but we al so have a 16-bed
transitional housing programjust for
survivors of trafficking in our Cty
as well as let 10 famlies in the
Rapi d Rehousing program W're able
to serve up to 10 fam i es.

W have a nobil e case
managenent teamwho is out in the

community. They're boots on the
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ground, working with fol ks, sitting
with themwhile they wait to get into
treatnent, sitting with themwhile
they wait for a bed in a honel ess
shelter. They are out there and they
are neeting with youth and adults.

W are also part of the Gty's
di versi on program for individuals
arrested for prostitution. Sitting
the Vice Unit here behind ne, when
they do their operations, they' re able
to now divert folks to us for services
rat her than charges. And we've al so
been integral in co-leading the
Phi | adel phia Anti-trafficking Task
Force. Again, sonme of our |aw
enforcenent officials are here for
t hat .

W also are a part of the
Cty's specialty famly court for
trafficked youth called WRAP Court.
W' ve helped our City |ooked at its
housi ng system and i npl enent screeni ng
for trafficking, and we have conti nued

to advocate along with our partners
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i ke Villanova Support Center, Enon to
make a dent in this crisis. So | just
finished telling you how the

I nnovative, amazing work that we are
doing. But as you're hearing today
it's just not enough.

We're continuing to see this
probl em get worse. It was just a few
nont hs ago that we served our youngest
survivor yet. W're seeing it happen
younger. W' re seeing our youth be
nore vul nerable. W' re seeing the
drug supply, as you all are very wel
aware, worsen. And so, we do need
actionabl e change as everyone here has
al ready spoken about.

W need to seriously | ook at
our vul nerable youth. And we al so, as
Sister Ellyn spoke about already, to
t hi nk outside of the kidnapped bl onde
little girl that we see in the novies
and that we see in Hollywood, but to
t hi nk about our Bl ack and Brown ki ds
who are often treated as delinquent

and probl em kids rather than children
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who have been exploited by adults.

| have sat in courtroons as
Shae as al ready shared about where
14-year-olds are seen as crimnals and
del i nquents when it is known in the
courtroomthat they are a trafficking
survivor and have been trafficked al
over the CGty. W need neani ngful
i nvestigations at the federal and
| ocal level with resources and
accountability.

When we started the Task Force
in 2015, we had officers who were
fully dedicated to anti-trafficking
I nvestigations. And since that grant
ended, we have not had officers that
are fully dedicated to that. W need
to send a nessage that it's not okay.
It will not be tolerated in our City.
So just kind of an ending, 10 years
ago we sat before you. W had this
conversation. W tal ked about the
11-year-old child who was trafficked.

10 years later that person is

21. They're at our Drop-in Center.
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They' re experienci ng honel essness and
subst ance use and we have failed that
child of 10 years ago. Qur systens
didn't understand that exploitation.
We treated them i ke delinquents.

ask you today to think about who are
those 11-year-ol ds today, who are

t hose 15-year-olds, who are those
kids. And then al so, when we work
with those adults, where were they 10
years ago and what happened t hat
brought themto where they are.

So | invite you to conme and to
see the work that we're doing in our
Cty, to see the work in Kensington,
to see the work at our Drop-in Center
and our housing programand to | earn
about what it is that we're doing, the
wor k that's already happeni ng because
there's a lot of folks here in the
Cty, sone are represented here today
and sonme are not, that are doing this
work. And | invite you to conme and
listen and hear and see that work and

see ways that we can enhance the work
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that's al ready bei ng done.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS:  Thank
you so nuch for your testinony.

W11l our next panelist please
state your nane for the record.

M5. SAGASTUME: Yes. Good
afternoon. | want to start off by
t hanki ng Counci | renber Ant hony
Phillips for inviting me to speak to
City Council on the inportant issue of
human trafficking. M name is Kelly
Sagastunme and |'mthe Program Manager
of Project PROTECT at Support Center
for Child Advocate, where | have
wor ked for al nost five years.

In my role, | represent child
victinms of human trafficking in our
Cty's child welfare system |
coordi nate Phil adel phia's Youth Anti -
trafficking Coalition and convene our
Yout h Survivor Advisory Board, a group
of human trafficking survivors ages 18
to 26, who consult on the coalition.
Three of themare here with us

tonight. Thanks to funding fromthe
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Pennsyl vani a Comm ssion on Crine and
Del i nquency, our Youth Survivor

Advi sory Board has been working
diligently over the past year to
determ ne a policy solution to address
the issue of child trafficking.

They have identified the need
for a 24/ 7 youth drop-in center in
Phi | adel phia to prevent youth from
bei ng exploited and to connect them
wi th supports and services. Wile
Phi | adel phi a has sone spaces in drop-
in center, there is no youth drop-in
center that is available to young
peopl e 24 hours, 7 days a week.

Exi sting youth drop-in centers
are often closed after business hours
and are affiliated with systens |ike
the child welfare and juvenile justice
system which can act as a deterrent
for young peopl e who had negative
system experiences. |In order to nmake
this drop-in center a success and a
reality -- | apologize. | lost ny

pl ace. W need the support of
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comuni ty nmenbers, professionals and
young people which is why we urge you
to consider the need for this
comunity space and support us in our
endeavors.

The 24/ 7 youth drop-in center
woul d serve as critical resource in
our fight against human trafficking,
preventing violence in our comrunity
and connecting youth people to nuch-
needed safety and trauma-i nforned
support. Young peopl e experiencing
honel essness are often forced to
exchange their bodies for basic needs
such as food, clothing and shelter.

I nsufficient placenent options, |ack
of affordabl e housi ng and i nadequat e
opportunities for quality education
and enpl oynent | eave youth vul nerabl e
to traffickers exploiting tactics.

In fact, 1 in 5 honeless youth
are victinms of human trafficking. A
multi-city study, which included
Phi | adel phia data, reported that

traffickers approached 62 percent of
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the youth respondents while they were
honel ess. 41 percent of those youth
respondents were targeted on just
their very first night of

honel essness. I n addition, youth
involved in the child welfare and
juvenile justice systens and LGBTQ+
youth are di sproportionately inpacted
by human trafficking.

A 24/ 7 youth drop-in center
woul d provi de many people with safe
and secure environnment when they can
seek refuge fromviol ence and
expl oitation, receive access to basic
needs, case nmanagenent and escape
trafficker and buyer control. On
average, young people attenpt to
escape their trafficker seven tines
bef ore successfully |l eaving themfor
good. Victins often encounter
countl ess barriers when attenpting to
access services |eaving themno choice
but to return to harnful individuals
to neet their needs.

By offering a safe space and
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support, a 24/7 youth drop-in center
can prevent revictimzation and
provi de resources to break the cycle
of trafficking. Wen youth are able
to get their basic needs net and
afford quality long-termstability,
they are less likely to rely on

exploitative adults and are

better-equi pped to | ead heal t hy, happy

l'ives.

The center would play a vital
role in raising awareness about human
trafficking and enpoweri ng young
people to identify the signs, red
flags and ways to support one anot her
when in potential danger. Survivors
can connect to youth in a way others
wi t hout |ived experience cannot.

I nt erested young people would be able
to connect wth survivor nentors on
site.

In summary, | urge you to
consider allocating the necessary
resources and support to establish

this 24/7 youth drop-in center in our
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comunity. By doing so, we can
denonstrate our comm tnment to the

wel | - bei ng and safety of our young
peopl e and send a strong nessage that
human trafficking will not be

tol erated in Phil adel phi a.

Currently other cities across
the country operate drop-in centers
for trafficked youth and youth at risk
of being trafficked. W hope the
successful creation of this drop-in
center will serve as a litnust test
for other cities to develop 24/7 youth
drop-in centers as well.

And finally, a few words on
the need from sone of our Youth
Survi vor Advisory Board Menbers. One
said, A drop-in center would provide
youth with a safe space where they can
be heard, have their short- and their
| ong-term needs net, receive care and
support w thout judgnent. Another one
said, A drop-in center would be a safe
space to be heard and to find a

per manent sol ution, not just a
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tenporary fix.

And | just wanted to add, this
was not part of ny testinony but in
heari ng what others have said,
specifically ny coll eague Shae and
others here, | did just want to
address in ny role | see too often
young people crimnalized and
vill ainized for their abuse and
exploitation. | see professionals and
systens charge these young peopl e,
send them far away, take themfrom
t heir honmes, renove them from
comunities. And what that says to
t hose young people is that they are to
bl ame, they are at fault and they have
done sonething, they are the
crim nal s.

They have done not hi ng w ong.
They are victins of child abuse,
trauma and those that have commtted
of fenses are the traffickers and
buyers, and we should hold them
account abl e and treat young people as

the victins that they are. Thank you.
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COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS:  t hank
you so nuch for your testinony.

Are there any questions or
comments from menbers of the Commttee
for this panel?

I recogni ze Counci |l man
Kenyatta Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yes. |
want to thank all three of you for
your testinony. W were just having
this conversation. So in the city of
Phi | adel phi a, how many drop-off
stations are there for young people?

M5. RHODES: That's a great
guestion. So we're doing that
research ourselves right now There's
a couple. Like | said, there's ones
that are affiliated with the Gty's
child welfare and juvenile justice
system There's a couple that we're
maki ng outreach right now that have
| ate hours that aren't 24/7, so |
can't respond to your question as to
how many. But it's sonething we're

conducting research on right now.
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And | think our intention
woul d be to collaborate with them It
woul dn't be to invent another drop-in
center. It would be to provide
resources, staffing, funding, support
to existing drop-in centers to further
meet the needs of the young people.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: When you
finish the research, can you provide
the Chair with that information?

M5. RHODES: Absolutely, |
woul d be happy to.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you, M. Chair.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: Are
t here any ot her questions from nenbers
of the Commttee? | have a
guestion -- oh, go ahead.

The Chair recognizes
Councilman JimHarrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  I'm
sorry. | didn't catch your name. |
was in the restroomand | apol ogi ze
for that, but | did hear your comments

and your statenent.
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So you were sayi ng about
I npl ementing our own fund just as the
State. The State has a fund that we
get fromthe conviction of these
I ndi vidual s now, right?

M5. RHODES: |'m Shea Rhodes,
and |"'mthe Director and the
co-founder of the CSE Institute out of
Villanova's Law School. It's nice to
neet you. There is a state fund that
was established when the Safe Harbor
for Sexually Exploited Children's | aw
was passed. It's called the Safe
Har bor for Sexually Exploited
Children's Fund. And | believe that
t he Pennsyl vania Comm ssion on Crine
and Del i nquency is the point agency to
be di ssem nating that fund.

I think 50 percent goes to
training. | know that 40 percent of
it isto go to a state-wide public
awar eness canpai gn. W don't know how
much noney is in that fund. W don't
know if |I'meven the right person to

ask that question. But | don't
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believe that what the law calls for is
a statew de public awareness canpai gn,
focusing on anti-demand, neaning the
sex buyers.

Just because the State has not
done that yet, it doesn't preclude
Phi | adel phia fromdoing its own public
awar eness canpaign. And if the Cty
chose to do so, you can really be
setting the exanple for the rest of
the Commonwealth to foll ow and get up
to speed.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Thank
you.

M5. RHODES: You're wel cone.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: This is
a question for actually Shae and
others can address it. | was curious
to learn -- earlier you said politica
wll is really inportant to push this
agenda forward. | couldn't agree with
you nore.

But | also wanted to | earn
nore about what are sone current |aws

or policies that are in place that we
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need to do a better job ensuring that
it's enforced to protect our children
and our babies?

M5. RHODES: | think |aw
enforcenent has the law, right. W
have a conprehensive | aw that defines
sex trafficking. It gives very clear
definitive elenents for a prosecutor
to ultinmately go to court and prove
beyond a reasonabl e doubt. | think
what's really critical is -- and this
IS not unique to Phil adel phia or even
our common law. It's nationally.

There is a conversation that
we have to go after traffickers. Yes,
that is true. The traffickers are in
t he busi ness of doing one thing and
one thing only, and that's naking
noney. So we shoul d target
traffickers, but we have to target
what we refer to as a third party
facilitator, those that are know ngly
benefiting financially, neaning
t hey' re maki ng noney from hel pi ng

traffickers do what they do.
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And we al so need to use our
trafficking law, not just our buying
sex |law which is called patronizing
prostitutes which is stigmatizing, the
nanme in and of itself, a conversation
I''m happy to have on a different day,
that's | egislation that Speaker
McClinton is getting ready to propose,
again this session, she did it |ast
sessi on.

But we can use our sex
trafficking stat sheet to target sex
buyers as traffickers. |If you buy sex
froma child, you are a trafficker,
and the | aw shows that. It's very
clear. So | think that if we spin our
wheel s as a collective United States
of Anmerica on targeting traffickers
only, okay, great, a bad guy's going
away. Another bad guy is going to
nmove in because there's a market for
himto nmake noney. It's econom cs.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:  Thank
you all so nuch for your testinony.

really, really appreciate it. It was
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quite riveting to hear sone of the
stories as well as your
reconmendat i ons.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: |
have - -

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: Ch --

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Just
really quickly. So I'massum ng that
we are saying that some of the |aws
that are in place are currently not
wor ki ng to deter the behavior or are
we not -- or are we just not enforcing
those laws in the way that we can?

M5. RHODES: | think that's a
resource issue and | think that there
needs to be a clear political wll
fromall of the powers in the Cty on
where to spend those resources.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: Cot it.
Yeah, | think that's what's hitting
all of our brains right now about how
are we spending these resources. And
even this 24-hour center, one of the
things I'mcurious about is the center

will be able to help bring in young
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peopl e who are being trafficked, but
then are there going to be people on
the streets who may be worKki ng

al ongsi de the police departnent trying
to get these people to utilize the
center so that these fol ks feel
confortabl e.

Those are the things that are
crossing ny m nd because as
Counci | mrenber Lozada said, she will go
up to soneone that clearly | ooks |ike
they're being trafficked. Yet they
woul d not feel confortable wth taking
a resource because one of the
traffickers are nearby. So those are
things i ke | said about how do we
rol | out the 24-hour center.

M5. SAGASTUME: We'll just add
sonet hing that we've been talking
about as a Youth Survivor Advisory
Board Commttee is the idea of various
sites throughout the Cty. So
sonet hing that our Youth Survivor
Advi sory Board nenbers have tal ked

about is that there are a | ot of
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concerns from young peopl e around
bei ng i n nei ghborhoods that aren't
their own, being in neighborhoods
where there mght be territorial

I ssues or violence issues and al so
just access, right. So why would you
go across the Gty to a drop-in center
in West Philly when you live in North
Philly and that's the area that you
know.

So one of the discussions that
we had was about having sort of
various |locations across the Gty, and
that's why | nentioned partnering with
exi sting drop-in centers that do exist
across the City to just better support
themto be able to offer services
24/ 7. 1 think there's definitely a
conversation we need to have about
safety and what safety |ooks |ike
because there is a reality.

I wll just note that
unfortunately traffickers are really
astute as nmuch as we don't like to

admt it and they al ready know where
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young peopl e who vulnerable are. It's
why we know that they hang around
group honmes. They know where the DHS
building is in Center Gty. This is
sonet hing that they already know, so
just addressing it head-on and
figuring out how we can to turn the
young people to spaces that are safe.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Are there
currently laws on the books for us to
go after these third party individuals
such as hotel s?

M5. SAGASTUME:  Yes.

MS. LaROCCA: Just real
quickly I'd also add to the question
around engagi ng the fol ks who are
being trafficked. | will say that |
will agree wth you that even when we
have fol ks cone into our center and we
start hearing about their story, there
are not ever -- it's very rare and you
could ask any of ny staff that are
here today how many peopl e woul d be
like I"mbeing trafficked, please help

ne.
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What we found in doing this
work for a long tine is it's about
bui |l ding the relationship and buil di ng
safety and trust, and it really is
getting out of trafficking and then
healing fromtrafficking is a |ong
gane. It's alifetine of healing and
getting out is also as nentioned
earlier with leaving nmultiple tines,
so it's really having prograns that
are like ours that are in the spaces.

W al so do outreach to our
child care room W' re building
rel ationships with those youth. But
again, we don't have youth just cone
to us and say we're trafficked. But |
will say after a few nonths of just
meeting with them building a
rel ati onship and getting that started,
t hey have di scl osed what happened to
t hem when they were at the group hone
when they were younger. So it's not
I nsur nount abl e.

But I will say that we served

over 1300 survivors |last year and we
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have a teamof 30 staff. W have two
part-tinme individuals who work the

fl oor of our Drop-in Center where we
see up to 50, 60, 80 wonen a day and
we only have two part-tine staff
because we | ack the funding and
there's not a ot of federal or state
grants that really |look at drop-in
centers as sonmething -- there's not,
like, it doesn't fit the niche of
fundi ng sources, so that is still an
I Ssue.

And | think just one nore
thing I want to bring up, is that we
currently have in our Mayor's O fice
an O fice of Donestic Violence
Strategi es where again there's two
staff dedicated to ensuring that our
entire Gty is looking at the issue of
donestic viol ence and havi ng
accountability in a systemthat
responds in a traunma-inforned manner.

So there is a skel eton
structure here. | would suggest even

| ooking at that office, making it nore
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about gender-based violence in
general, so looking at trafficking and
domesti c viol ence and sexual assaults,
| ooki ng at those issues and giving
behind their work, sone ability to
have accountability. Earlier it was
menti oned about Houston having an
office like this or Baltinore having
an office like this. W have at | east
a small start-up version of that so
how coul d we expand that and how coul d
we give them accountability to ensure
that we are |l ooking at this issue
across our City.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS:  Thank
you. Thank you all so nmuch for your
testinony. Very appreciated.

WIIl the Cerk call the third
panel to testify on Resol ution 230662.

THE CLERK: Amanda Davi d and
avai |l abl e for questions are Lieutenant
O onde Watson and O ficer Stanley
Kal uza.

(Wtnesses approached

Wtness Table.)
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THE CLERK: Deputy
Conmm ssi oner Francis Healy.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:  Thank
you so nuch. W're going to start on
our left side. |If you can please
state your nanme for the record and
proceed with your testinony.

MR. WRI GHT: Good afternoon.
My nane is Dr. Jean Wight. |'mthe
Deputy Comm ssioner for the Depart nent
for the Behavioral Health and
Intell ectual Disabilities Service and
|"mhere to support ny col |l eague
Amanda Davi d.

MS. DAVID: Good afternoon,
Commttee Chair Phillips, Commttee
Vi ce-Chair Thomas and nenbers of the
Comm ttee. |'m Amanda David, Chief
Program O ficer and Director for the
DBHI DS' s Di vi si on of Behavi oral
Health. Joining nme today is Dr. Jean
Wi ght, Deputy Conm ssioner, DBHI DS s
Behavi oral Health Division Director.
"' m happy to provide testinony for

Resol uti on No. 230662 on the efforts
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of the Departnent of Behavioral Health
and Intellectual D sabilities
Services, DBH DS in conbating human
trafficking in the city of

Phi | adel phi a.

As referenced in Council nenber
Lozada's resolution calling for this
hearing, DBHI DS provides a w de array
of information and resources of human
trafficking as part of our
conprehensi ve efforts to bl anket the
Cty with trauma supports through a
vari ety of evidence-based initiatives,
i ncl udi ng our human trafficking
awareness initiative. DBH DS follows
t he Federal Departnent of Health and
Human Servi ces definition of human
trafficking as a form of nodern day
sl avery that occurs both within the
United States and around the worl d.

Human trafficking can be
broken down into two nmain types, sex
trafficking wherein an individual is
obt ai ned for the purposes of

comerci al sex acts induced by force,
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fraud or coercion and | abor
trafficking, wherein an individual is
obt ai ned for |abor services by force,
fraud or coercion, and all together
generates $150 billion per year, and
al nost 26 mllion people worldw de
find thensel ves forced into sexua
exploitation or | abor.

In addition to providing
resources and awareness, DBHI DS wor ks
wi th and supports several community
groups and organi zati ons dedicated to
conbati ng human trafficking in
Phi | adel phi a and provi di ng
conpr ehensi ve services and supports
for victins |looking to get their |ives
back. Three key prograns that are or
have been supported by DBH DS over the
years include the Sal vati on Arny New
Day Center in Kensington; Project Dawn
Court; the WOAR, Phil adel phia Center
Agai nst Sexual Viol ence.

"Il give a bit of details on
each of these three key prograns. The

Sal vation Arny New Day Center, which
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we heard fromearlier, provides
I ndi vi dual i zed person- and
fam |y-centered support and drug and
al cohol case managenent services to
i ndi vidual s with substance use
di sorder and co-occurring disorders
who present nultiple needs and require
advocacy and assi stance in accessing
servi ces.

A key feature of the New Day
Center is specialized drug and al cohol
case managenment services for
I ndi vidual s, particularly
femal e-identifying persons who are
victins of human trafficking. The New
Day Center captures these individuals
not currently accessing the behavi oral
heal th system on a grassroots |evel,
provi des themw th specialized trauna-
I nformed care and connects themto a
wi de array of services, including
behavi oral and physical health care
servi ces, access to government
entitl ement and support prograns and

housi ng.
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These services are avail able
t hrough nedi cal assistance and funding
is facilitated by DBHI DS t hrough the
Communi ty Behavi oral Health. Project
Dawn Court was founded in January 2010
to address the growi ng nunber of wonen
arrested for prostitution who were
violating the conditions of their
probation and parole by rel apse or
recidivism Project Dawn Court
provi des treatnment and support
services for wonen so they can break
free fromthe cycle of re-arrest and
I ncarceration, specifically targeting
wonen with three or nore prior
prostitution or prostitution-related
convi cti ons.

Proj ect Dawn Court
participations go through a four-phase
recovery programthat includes
attendance at intensive treatnent
services as well as collateral
servi ces provided through the Joseph
J. Peters Institute, what we call

JJPI, which provides nmental health and
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speci al i zed servi ces.

Finally, the WOAR
Phi | adel phi a Center Agai nst Sexual
Violence is the ol dest and | argest
rape crisis center in Philadel phia,
Pennsylvania. WOAR s mission is to
elimnate all fornms of sexual violence
t hrough speci alized treatnent
servi ces, conprehensive prevention
educati on prograns and advocacy for
the rights of victins of sexual
assault. Survivor services at WOAR
I ncl ude bilingual and bicultura
i ndi vi dual therapy for survivors and
their | oved ones, group therapy for
victinms and survivors, forensic
acconpani nent and court acconpani nent.
Direct services are offered for free
to all survivors of sexual harassnent,
sexual abuse, sexual assault, sex
trafficking, human trafficking and
commerci al sexual exploitation. Wile
WOAR is no | onger contracted with
DBHI DS t hrough CBH, the services it

provi des are billable through state
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medi cal assi stance.

In addition to these prograns,
DBHI DS works tirelessly to educate its
staff on the realities of human
trafficking to ensure they provide
i nformed care and services to victimns.
Internal initiatives have included a
presentation fromthe New Day Center
on their efforts and workshop on human
trafficking prevention as part of our
Advocating for Equity Lunch and Learn
series facilitated by our DElI team

Furt hernore, DBHI DS provides
clinical care manager specialists to
famly court through Comunity
Behavi oral Health to make
reconmendati ons for behavioral health
services for children and famlies to
address their unique behavioral health
needs, including individuals who have
been victins of human trafficking.
CBH al so provides specialists on the
Wor ki ng to Restore Adol escents Power,
WRAP Court, in conjunction with the
District Attorney, Public Defender,
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FBI, SVU, the Child Advocate, DHS and
Sal vation Arnmy Anti-human Trafficking
case nanagers.

WRAP Court functions as a
trauma-infornmed diversion court to

meet the needs of donestic violence -

donmestic sex and |l aboring trafficking
victins in Philadelphia. Currently
there are seven youth involved in the
WRAP Court between the ages of 13 and
20. Each of these youth are linked to
behavi oral health services.

In closing, we appreciate the
ongoi ng support of City Council in all
of our efforts, especially those to
provi de trauma-inforned care and
supports to those nost vul nerabl e,

i ncluding victinms of human
trafficking. DBHIDS is comrmitted to
working with our Gty partners,
communi ty stakehol ders and provider
network to safeguard the health and
wel | -being of victins of hunman
trafficking in Philadel phia.

We | ook forward to continuing
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to work with these stakehol ders as
well as the City Council to advocate
for resources to support these

i ndi viduals. My col |l eagues and |

wel cone the opportunity to neet with
Counci | mrenbers at their convenience to
engage in further discussions
regarding the content |'ve presented
before you today. M coll eagues and |
are happy to respond to questions.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:  Thank
you for your testinony.

Can our next panelist please
state your nane for the record and
proceed with your testinony.

DEPUTY COW SSI ONER HEALY:
Good afternoon. M nane's Deputy
Conmmi ssioner Fran Healy. | oversee
the Ofices of Legal Affairs and
Prof essi onal Responsibility. On
behal f of the Conm ssioner, we
appreci ate the opportunity to be here.
W were asked to conme to provide
subject matter experts, so we don't

have written testinony per se, but
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we're here to answer any questions you
may have.

Wth nme | have the commandi ng
officer of the Vice unit, O onde
Watson. | have with nme Oficer
Stanl ey Paluza -- Kaluza fromthe FBI,
PPD and FBI Anti-trafficking Task
Force. | also have subject nmatter
experts fromthe Special Victins Unit,
Capt ai n and conmandi ng of fi cer Margo
Al l eyne-Parker is here to answer any
guestions you may have.

But I want to say one thing.
| do give kudos to nmy own peopl e when
t hey deserve them You nentioned
Dawn's Court. The issue with Dawn's
Court is people have to be arrested
for Dawn's Court to actually be
applicable. W all understand in the
| ast several years there's been a | ot
| ess arrests of prostitution or
prosecutions, so it was --

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Speak up.

DEPUTY COW SSI ONER HEALY:

Sorry. It was actually at the
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outreach of the Vice Unit to actually
expand our Police-Assisted Diversion
program which | helped to bring into
Phi | adel phia, so it was actually at
their request we expanded the scope of
the PAD programto include
prostitution offenses. So that was
anot her nmechani smthat the Police
Departnent, Vice Unit specifically
sought ways to find resources for
t hese wonen as best they possibly
could, so that's kudos to them
reaching out to ne to actually expand
that program And as such, they've
been in well over two-and-a-half
years, | believe. Wiile we're here,
happy to answer any questions from
both the Vice Unit as well as fromthe
Special Victinms Unit perspectives.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS:  Thank
you.

I recogni ze Counci | woman
Quet cy Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: | just

have two questions. For DBHI DS, we
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tal ked earlier about providers and
services on the ground. Do you know
how many provi ders specifically you
all have addressing this particular

I ssue? And of those providers, how
many have received contracts fromthe
Cty for five-plus years?

M5. DAVID: | do not have that
information with ne, but we can
provi de that to your office.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQZADA: | f you
can, that would be great. |[If you can
send it to the Chair, that wll be
awesone. Thank you.

And then to the Police
Departnent, |'ve said many tinmes |'m
not a big fan of diversion prograns.
| think that we have tons of them
And as opposed to getting rid of one
di ver si on program because it doesn't
work, we tend to create another
di version programto fill in the gaps
fromthe previous one.

And so, tell nme how the

di versi on programthat you all use has
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hel ped bring or connect services to
sonme of these wonen who are conducting
sex work?

DEPUTY COW SSI ONER HEALY:
The whol e purpose of the programis if
I ndividuals are arrested for certain
| ow-| evel offenses, they have
basically opportunity if they in lieu
of being arrested were cited for those
| ow-| evel offenses to volunteer to go
into services, so we have drop-off
poi nts on Kensi ngton Avenue as to
where we bring nost of the
individuals. So it's surely a
voluntary program but it's an
opportunity. Is it an end-all be-all?
Wt hout any doubt, no. But it's an
entity to give sone people the
services or access to the services,
but it's only one hour and equi val ent
Wi t hout any doubt .

COUNCI LWOVAN LQZADA:  And when
did you all start this diversion
pr ogr anf

DEPUTY COWMM SSI ONER HEALY: I
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beli eve 2017 or 2018. |It's been quite
sonme tinme we've had it running now.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: Can you
tell us how many peopl e actually have
gone through the progran? How many
peopl e have accepted services or how
many peopl e have cone in and wal ked
out ?

DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER HEALY:
Absolutely. W have all that data
avai l able. | can get that to you.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  That
will be awesone. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: |
recogni ze Councilman JimHarrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: |'m j ust
wonderi ng how many actual arrests and
convi ctions have we had for sex
trafficking in Philadel phia in the
| ast year, say?

MR WATSON. How are you
doi ng? Lieutenant Oronde Watson from
the Citywide Vice Unit. So this year
we had 206 prostitution arrests -- |I'm

sorry, 216. CQut of those 216
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prostitution arrests, we had 212
decl amations. Declamation is the
actual arrest and facts of the case
will go to the District Attorney's
O fice and based on their criteria,
they withdrew all of the charges. So
216 arrests, 212 have been decli ned.
So --

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  So 212
were actually trafficking --

MR. WATSON:. No, they were
prostitution, sex workers.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Sex
wor kers, right. Have we had any
convi ctions of any actual sex
traffickers?

MR. WATSON: No, we have not.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  \Wy?

MR. WATSON: Well, one is
identification. Ildentification
pur poses, |ike when we get soneone in
our custody that gives us a hint that
they are willing to talk to soneone
saying that they are being a victim of

human trafficking, then we take them
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over to our Special Victins Unit.

They have professionals. They can
actual ly have conversations with them
and get themto cone forward to say
exactly what happened.

Wthout a victim it's really
nothing we can do. And it's a small
wi ndow. As soon as we get themin, we
got to get themto Special Victins so
they can actually have a conversation
with the professionals. So as of
right now, there hasn't been any.

COUNCI LMAN HARRITY: So is
there a difference in labeling from
pinps to traffickers? Because | would
say the pinp's a trafficker.

MR. WATSON. Yeah, they're
basically one in the sane. A pinp is
a trafficker, yes.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  But we
have no convictions of anybody at the
top, just the actual people who are
being forced to be trafficked?

MR. WATSON: That's correct.

At this tine, yes.
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COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Is there
a reason for that? |Is there a lack in
the law or --

MR. WATSON: No, it's just
identifying the victins. GCetting the

victinse willing to conme forward and
say, listen, this is exactly what's
happening to ne. | nean, that's --

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: Ckay. So
the victinms are not providing that
I nf or mati on?
MR. WATSON: That's correct.
COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: Cot it.
COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: | just
wanted to comment just based off of
Shea Rhodes' remarks earlier, that
trying to find the third party
i ndi vidual is probably the nost
productive thing that we can possibly
do. Because the reality is that sone
of the people who are the buyers, yes,
we can get those people. Yet they,
t hensel ves, need hel p and support as
well, right. There's sone things that

they're going through that's causing
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this type of bad behavior. But we
need to prevent this all together, as
Shea has nenti oned.

And | think how do we get to
what work are we doing currently in
the city of Philadelphia to get to the
I ndi viduals who are the third party
i ndi vidual s who are profiting big tine
from human trafficking?

MS. ALLEYNE- PARKER: |'m
sorry. | didn't hear the whole

guestion. But just to introduce

nmysel f --

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS:  Yeah, go
ahead -- |'Il repeat ny question and
you can introduce yourself. | just

wanted to ask, what are we doing to
get to the individuals who are the
maj or players and profiting from human
trafficking, those are the third party
I ndi vidual s who are actually behind
the scenes making the profits from
this, this and that?

M5. ALLEYNE- PARKER: Ckay. So
nmy nane i s Captain Margo Al l eyne-
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Par ker and |'mthe conmmandi ng officer
of the Special Victins Unit. | can
say with our teamthat we have put
together we also work with our state
and federal partners, so we have open
I nvestigations. Last year we had an
arrest, but that case is still open.
There hasn't been a conviction yet.
So we still have investigations with
our partners.

As far as targeting the
traffickers, that can be kind of
difficult because |ike Lieutenant
Wat son said we have to have a
conplainant, a victim And as we
heard testinony, they typically don't
cone forward and say, hi, |'m being
trafficked. 1t takes years and years
of being confortable with a person to
finally cone forward.

But | work with New Day. |[|'ve

been to the Drop-in Center, so we just

make sure we tell themwhen the victim

does want to cone forward, we are

willing to speak to themand we w ||
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begin the investigation.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: |
recogni ze Council man Kenyatta Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: | want to
follow up on that question. In terns
of your unit, is there a unit within
the District Attorney's Ofice that
wor ks with you regardi ng going after
traffickers? But then also, are there
any other City agencies at the table
when y'all coordinating together, I|ike
the nental health, the behavi oral
heal th organi zations to hel p address
this issue?

MS. ALLEYNE- PARKER: Yes. At
the DA's Ofice, we work with the
famly violence section. W work
closely with (inaudible). W also
work with New Day. W have the Anti -
trafficking Human Task Force. W work
with state agencies |ike the Attorney
Ceneral's Ofice. W work with
Honel and Securities. W work with the
FBI and we all have cl ose

rel ati onshi ps, and al so the Behaviora
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Health Unit and G tyw de Vice.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: |
recogni ze Counci | wonan Quetcy Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  The
wonen that have cone forward that you
all have referred to your diversion
prograns, do you all follow themin
the process? How successful have they
been in going through these diversion
prograns? And have they kind of -- |
don't want to say relapse, right, but
have t hey deci ded, yeah, |I'm here, |
had originally thought that | wanted
to address this issue and have changed
nmy mnd and find them back on the
street again, and how often does that
happen?

MR. WATSON: My experi ence,
when a person fits the criteria to be
in the PAD program it's really no
criteria of what a successful
di version neans. That can be just

give themthe information that they
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have in order to see when they do
want hel p, they know exactly where to
go. A lot of problens is they don't
know where to go to find the hel p.

So part of the PAD programis
they go there and they know that these
resources are available to you and
this is the nunber you call, this is
the address we go to, so they have
that information. So when they are
ready, it mght not be the day that
they get arrested by the police. It
m ght be a nonth later, two nonths.
But they do know, listen, | need help
and this is where | can go. Based on
my experience when a person gets
entered into the PAD program | don't
see them back out on the street. Once
they're in the PAD program we don't
see themagain. So it is working, it
I'S.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: | was
wondering if there's --

MR WRIGHT: | would just add

that those that are diverted fromthe
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PAD programto the DBH DS we can get
you the information that they -- what
Counci | woman Lozada tal ked about in
terms of the outconmes with the

part nershi p.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:  Thank
you. So based off earlier testinonies
from Heat her, Kelly, Ellyn Jo Waller,

I was thinking about the idea of
they're on the ground working with
these victins every single day, them
and their colleagues. |Is there a way
i n which you all are neeting with them
nont hly or biweekly just to check in
to get information that they need to
get intoreally catch these third
party candi dates, because one of the
things I'mcurious about is how can
City Council assist in overcon ng

t hese chal | enges, but al so how can you
all work together with -- are you

wor king with these organi zations or
how can you work better with these
organi zations that kind of get the

answers that we need?
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MR. WATSON:. Yeah. So
general |y, we have neeti ngs,
especially with Salvation Arnmy. W
have neetings with them W try to do
it once a nonth just to touch base,
what is working, how can we inprove,
how can we make things better because
we want to get better day by day. It
i s working now, but how can we better
our best. So we do have neetings
every nonth with our partners.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: |
recogni ze Councilman JimHarrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  So what
Is the conviction rate of these
predators that's going after these
ki ds because we are tal king about
kids? | know with the prostitution
some of themare not kids. But ones
that we are catching with children
under the age of whatever is the |aw,
what are we doing to then? Are they
actual ly bei ng prosecuted?

MR. WATSON: | don't have that

information in front of ne. [''m
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pretty sure we can get that to the
Counci | man when this is over.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Yeah, |'d
| ove to see the nunbers of actual
convictions. W're in a church so
"Il keep it nice. But I1'd love to
know what we're doing with them

DEPUTY COW SSI ONER HEALY:

Yes, sir. |If | could also, this kind
transcends nultiple jurisdictions and
that's why the FBI and AGs Ofice are
i nvolved in our Task Force. Oten
times when they cross different
jurisdictional boundaries, they're the
best agency for the prosecution, for

t he nost part maximum penalties. So
we'll try to work out and see what the
total conviction rate is.

| don't want to give a
m sgiving that there's no action being
done on this, where often tines the
federal and state take priority over
the prosecution if something happens
i n Philadel phia County, Bucks County,
Mont gonery County and Del aware County.
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But we will look into that and get
back to you as soon as possible.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Thank
you. So what it is, is sonetines it
wi Il be picked up by the state, so
then the FBI. So you guys, then the
state and then the FBI?

DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER HEALY:
Yes.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  And it
woul d be better to be picked up by the
hi gher so we can get bi gger charges?

DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER HEALY:
And that was the very purpose of
creating the Task Force so all the
pl ayers of |aw enforcenent as well as
sone social services, Salvation Arny
were a part of that. | actually
hel ped draft that original agreenent
to make sure that we had the regular
meetings with the different agencies.
But, yeah, we are trying to do the
best we can. But the feds and the
state have probably nore power and

nore resources and actually have the
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ability to actually do sonme very
strong prosecutions through the U S
Attorney's Ofice.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  You know
| thank you for your work. You know,
it cannot be easy for you. W talk
about their trauma, but | know there's
trauma that you guys are facing just
fromwhat you see every day. So thank
you.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS:  Are
there continued training prograns in
pl ace for | aw enforcenent officers to
help themto identify and respond to
human trafficking? This is a question
that was al so brought up by one of our
(i naudi bl e) ?

DEPUTY COVWM SSI ONER HEALY:

The answer to that question is yes.
The | ACP put together about a year or
so ago a programfor identifying and
it's actually geared towards a patrol
of fi cer when they nmake that vehicle
stop, what to look for, what are cues

and signs. | have the video. W're
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| ooking to nodify it slightly for

Phi | adel phia. But, yes, we're | ooking
to do those awareness type of

canpai gns.

W' ve done a simlar one in
the past but it wasn't as robust as
what the | ACP, which is the
I nternational Association of Chiefs of
Police. And |I've just been recently
asked to work on another -- they're
| ooki ng to expand the scope of sone
policy inprovenents at the | ACP on the
I ssue of human trafficking, and I
vol unteered to devel op those
standardi zed protocols that | can
bring back to Philadel phia to bol ster
what we're al ready doing.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: Al so,
| ast question fromne: \What neasures
are in place to protect the human
trafficking victins during
I nvestigations and prosecution because
maybe if one of the organizations that
wor ks closely with these victins can

work closely with you, they may be
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nore confortable wth, you know,
understandi ng that they're going to be
protected if they conme forth and
testify?

DEPUTY COVWM SSI ONER HEALY:
Again, part of the agreenent that we
have with Salvation Arny is actually
to act as that conduit for |aw
enforcenment and they' ve been a great
partner. They actually hel ped draft
the protocol along with us. And |
bel i eve Shea Rhodes was invol ved as
wel |l in the devel opnent of that
protocol. So | appreciate all the
hel p and the comm tnent and passi on
that they bring to the table and for
everyt hing they do.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS:  Thank
you.

Are there any other questions
from Counci | renbers or comments?

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: | don't
have a question. | just want to say
thank you to all of you who work on

this issue. | knowit's extrenely
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sensitive. | knowit's extrenely
difficult, especially when you're
wor ki ng with young peopl e and you see
how they're inpacted by this activity
or by the environnent that they find
t hensel ves in.

I just want to say thank you
because | know that often tines
outreach with their social workers,
case nanagers, police departnent,
mental health providers, often tines
we don't say thank you enough to them
And we tal k about the victins who are
suffering, but not the person or we
don't address or recogni ze the people
that are providing the necessary
support and services to them

And so, you are appreciated.
And sonetines we ask typica
questions. W tend to beat people up
sonetines, but your work is
appreciated and it is recogni zed and
it is absolutely necessary in order
for us to be able to inprove the

quality of life for all of us in the
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Cty.

COUNCI LMAN J OHNSON:
M. Chairman, | have a coment.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS:  Yes. |
recogni ze Council man Kenyatta Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yeah, |
just had one additional comment from
the crimnal justice standpoint,
right. |If we can possibly get sone
judges to the table, because I'm
al ways seeing these stories where
there's a young | ady who takes the
life of the trafficker or the young
| ady who shoots the trafficker, right,
it's the young | ady that w nds up
doing the tine.

And again, | can't say | know
t he whol e dynam cs of what happened,
but that's usually how t hey play out
in terns of the young |ady giving her
story about she's been trafficked
agai nst her own will, and | guess one
day she nmay have a breakt hrough and
Wi nds up turning on the actual person.

And I'mnot saying it's right to turn
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on them but at the sane tine there's
sonme trauma as it relates to why |
think that situation may be different
t han anot her situati on.

And so, obviously |I'm an
advocate of accountability but in this
particul ar case hopefully the judicial
system shoul d be able to just kind of
gi ve a whol e perspective as to why
sone of this nmay take place. | just
wanted to put that out there. That's
all.

Thank you, M. Chairnman.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: Thank
you, Counci | man.

| just really want to thank
Counci | woman Lozada for | eading the
charge on this particular issue as
part of her Marshall Plan for the city
of Phil adel phia. | know that she's
exci ted about making sure that the
rest of us at Gty Council are held
accountable on this issue, and al so
JimHarrity is like a partner in this

effort as well, Councilman JimHarrity
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as well. So | just want to thank all
of us, including Council man Kenyatta
Johnson of being supportive of this
initiative. | want to thank our
Council -- | also want to thank our
host for today, Ellyn Jo Waller, and
so forth.

Before we go forward, there
bei ng no further panels to testify
today I'Il ask if there is anyone el se
here to testify on Resolution No.
230662 whose nane has not yet been
called? |If so please, raise your
hand.

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: Al
right. Seeing no hands have been
raised, Cerk, wll you please call --

THE CLERK: That's the fina
panel .

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS:  kay.
Al'l right. That's it. Thank you for
your testinony, everyone. And seeing
there are no questions and so forth,

we would Iike to -- there being no
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further questions fromthe nenbers of
the Commttee and no witnesses to
testify, this concludes the business
before the Commttee on Children and
Youth today. Thank you all very nuch
for your attendance. God bl ess.
(Hearing concl uded at

4:19 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

I, hereby certify that the proceedi ngs
and evidence noted are contained fully and
accurately in the stenographic notes taken by
me in the foregoing nmatter, and that this is a

correct transcript of the sane.

TANEHA CARROLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of this
transcri pt does not apply to any reproduction
of the sane by any neans, unless under the
di rect control and/or supervision of the

certifying reporter.)
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