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1 - - -
2 COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
3 Good norning. | now note that the
4 hour has cone.
5 Clerk, wll you pl ease
6 call the roll to take attendance.
7 Menbers that are in attendance,
8 wi Il you please indicate that you
9 are present when your nane is
10 cal | ed.
11 THE CLERK: Chair
12 Phillips.
13 COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
14 Present.
15 THE CLERK: Vice-Chair
16 Bass.
17 COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
18 Present .
19 THE CLERK: Counci | menber
20 Landau.
21 COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU.
22 Present.
23 THE CLERK:
24 Counci | menber Jones.
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(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Young.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: And,
Counci | menber Thonmas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Present .

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you. A quorum of the
conmttee is present and the
hearing is now called to order.
This is the public hearing of the
Comm ttee on Parks, Recreation and
Cultural Affairs regarding
Resol uti on No. 260346. The purpose
of this public hearing is to hear
testinony regardi ng applicants
seeki ng nom nation to serve on a
Comm ssi on on Parks and Recreation.

Before we begin the
testinony, are there any opening
remar ks from our coll eagues?

(No response.)
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1 COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:

2 Seei ng none, we w |l proceed.

3 Clerk, will you please read the

4 title of the resolution.

5 THE CLERK: Resol ution

6 No. 260346, authorizing Council's

7 Comm ttee on Parks, Recreation and

8 Cultural Affairs to hold public

9 hearings for applicants seeking

10 nom nation to serve on the

11 Commi ssi on on Parks and Recreation,

12 and further authorizing the

13 committee to recomend for

14 Council's consi derati on nom nations

15 to be forwarded to the Mayor.

16 COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:

17 Before we begin, | want to

18 acknow edge the strong pool of

19 applicants that we've had today.

20 We received a nunber of subm ssions

21 fromindividual s across the city

22 who are deeply commtted to our

23 par ks, recreation centers and

24 public spaces. | want to thank our
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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1 Vi ce- Chair Council woman C ndy Bass
2 for working closely with nme on this
3 as well as Council President

4 Kenyatta Johnson.

5 And we want to thank all
6 of you for your diversity of

7 experi ences, your background and

8 your passion for parks and recs in
9 the city. W really appreciate it
10 and thank you for showi ng up. That
11 nmeans a lot. Optional sonetines is
12 really not optional, but people

13 make it optional, | don't know, but
14 y'all cane. W appreciate you all.
15 Al right. derk, wll
16 you please call the first panel we
17 have to testify on Resol uti on No.
18 260346.

19 THE CLERK: Elaine Smth
20 Hol t on, Elizabeth C ass- Ml donado,
21 Jim Mari no, Kam yah G bson.
22 (Wtnesses approached
23 W tness table.)
24 COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
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1 Ckay. Well, thank you so nuch. |If

2 you could for the individuals that

3 are here today who want to be --

4 we're going to go either right to

5 left or left to right. \Woever

6 wants to go first, if you could

7 just state your nane for the

8 record, what part of the city you

9 are fromand why do you want to

10 serve on the Parks and Recreation

11 Comm ssi on, and what makes you

12 qualified and prepared to serve.

13 And if you could do that wthin 90

14 seconds or so. W're going to just

15 start right here.

16 M5. G BSON: Good

17 norning. M nane is Kam yah

18 G bson. I'mfromthe O ney section

19 of Philadel phia. | teach 5th G ade

20 at Longstreth El enentary in

21 Southwest. And | applied for this

22 position because I'mfrom 10th and

23 A ney and Cherashore Pl ayground was

24 literally right in nmy backyard. It
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was |ike the back of ny house; the
all eyway and then the park.

And |'mso grateful and
t hankful that Cherashore is finally
getting the upgrade that it so
desperately needs. But Parks & Rec
has been a community, a hone, a
famly innmy life. | grewup at a
pl ayground and | just pray that |
can be the vessel that it was to
me.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Awesone. And what is one issue you
t hi nk the Comm ssion should focus
on?

M5. G BSON: |'m not
sur e.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
kay. Al right. Thank you so
much for your testinony.

M5. SMTH  Good
norning. M nane is Elaine Smth
Holton. [|'mthe founder and

Artistic Director and teaching
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1 artist at Phonk!Philly. It's an

2 arts and cul ture organi zation that

3 | founded in 2020. W celebrate

4 and we highlight parade culture in

5 the African diaspora. Wy | would

6 like to be on this board is that |

7 have successfully partnered with

8 t he Hawt horne Cul tural Center,

9 which is in South Philly. GCh, I'm

10 from Ger mant own, by the way.

11 So our organi zation has

12 really utilized Parks & Rec and the

13 Hawt horne Cul tural Center to

14 provide free programm ng to youth

15 and adults in the city of

16 Phi | adel phia. And for ne, what has

17 been so inval uable and what | think

18 the city is mssing is these

19 opportunities to work with

20 organi zations |i ke nyself who do

21 not have the funding for an

22 I nfrastructure. And ny partnership

23 Wi th the Hawt horne Cul tural Center,

24 we have this relationship where |
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1 offer free programmng to the city
2 wher e whoever can participate and
3 that it also benefits ne because

4 |'"'mable to run ny organi zati on

5 t hrough the building and that

6 I nfrastructure.

7 | also feel |ike where
8 we could do a better job with the
9 city is really kind of finding out
10 who are these organi zations that

11 need this type of support. | don't
12 feel like you have to necessarily
13 live in the nei ghborhood to really
14 benefit fromthe parks and recs and
15 the cultural centers in the city.
16 | think also there

17 should be what | think is |like a
18 mat ch day, |ike an opportunity for
19 supervi sors or managers of Parks &
20 Rec to neet organizations in a
21 setting simlarly to this where
22 they could be useful. | also feel
23 | ike there isn't enough
24 communi cati on between Parks & Rec,
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that | know |'ve brought in Afro-
Brazilian master teachers to the
Hawt horne Cul tural Center for free
progranm ng, but yet no one else in
t he nei ghbor hood was aware of that.
And | just feel we |ose these
really great opportunities. So
t hank you for being here. | hope |
answer ed your questi ons.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you so nuch. W appreciate
you.

M5. MALDONADG  Good
norning. M nane is Elisa
Mal donado. | amthe Pennsyl vani a
State Director at Trust for Public
Land. | live in Germantown. | am
originally fromPuerto R co and
noved to Phil adel phia 11 years ago.
And now | call this city ny hone.
My organi zation, our mssionis to
connect everyone to the outdoors
and we do that in many different

ways.
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1 We buil d parks,

2 school yards, trails and we try to

3 protect |and for everyone to have

4 access to these spaces. For ne,

5 it's really inportant because | had

6 the opportunity to grow up in a

7 nei ghbor hood that we have access to

8 par ks and we have beautiful spaces

9 to connect as a community. And now

10 that | live in Germantown and |

11 have a kid, | love the way that we

12 are connected as a comunity and we

13 use our public spaces as a way to

14 gather, to know each ot her and

15 buil d stronger communities that we

16 care and nmai ntai n our spaces.

17 And | think I would

18 advocate for that care and

19 mai nt ai ni ng of spaces and worki ng

20 with friend groups and ot her

21 organi zations that are already

22 activating all of our public spaces

23 just to bring those resources to

24 each one of the communities. Thank
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you.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you. Just a rem nder, please
state your nane for the record and
what part of the city you're from
why do you want to serve on a Parks
and Rec Conm ssion and what mnakes
you qualified to prepare to serve.

MR. MARINO Yes. Hi.
My nane is JimMrino. | currently
reside in the Roxborough section of
Phi | adel phia. However, | grew up
in North Phil adel phia, originally
Al | egheny until 1993. |I'm honored
today to be given the opportunity
to attend this hearing and to
answer any questions you may have
today. | am hopeful that after you
review ny resunme and application,
along with ny answers today, that
you'l | favorably recommend ny nane
to be added to the Parks and Rec
Comm ssi on.

My extensive background

888-893-3767

Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




13
Committee on Parks, Recreation, and Cul tural Affairs

1 as a forner Parks and Recreation

2 enpl oyee, volunteer, comunity

3 fundrai ser and organi zer, and a

4 relationship builder | feel wll

5 serve the Commi ssion well. And if
6 | am appointed, | |look forward to
7 serving the city | |ove once again
8 in this capacity. Gowng up in

9 East Falls, the lower end, | was
10 given the opportunity to becone a
11 pl ayground rat.

12 As a kid that's known
13 as, you know, person that woul d

14 cone to the playground, just

15 basically live there and rely on
16 the | eaders and the rec staff to
17 guide ne along the way. It

18 devel oped into ny career, lifelong
19 passion. And | worked in nunerous
20 recreation centers and pl aygrounds
21 t hroughout the city during ny first
22 21 years, and then | went on to
23 become the Assistant Athletic
24 Program Coor di nator, which was only
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atitle.

| was still considered a
Recreation Leader |11, but | also
became the Race Director of the
Blue Cross Broad Street Run for 21
years. | served on nunerous
citywde commttees for the Parks
and Rec Departnent, helping to
organi ze vari ous prograns
t hroughout the athletic prograns.
One of the main things that | had
done was the golf canps which are
non-exi stent at this point, from
what | under st and.

We had five different
weeks where we would go to the
| ocal driving ranges and gol f
courses to teach youngsters how to
golf. And we al so expanded the
program under ny supervision to go
to approximately 40 rec centers in
North and West Phil adel phia to
I ntroduce the gane of golf to

pl aygrounds and day canpers that
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never saw a golf cl ub.

And during that period
of tinme, it was the Tiger Waods era
so there was a mmj or enphasis on
golf with his support. And
obviously, it's grown in the
fruition of what's happened to
Cobbs Creek. And because of the
Ti ger's backing and things |ike
that, the community in West
Phi | adel phia and the Gty of
Phi | adel phia has an extrenely
beneficial program now where kids
can learn the gane of golf. Adults
can be a part of the comunity. It
could be a | earning center and
things like that. So | feel |ike
way back when, when we were ki cking
t hi ngs around with the playground
gol f, that we m ght have spurred an
interest in the Tiger's Foundation
because he did support us even way
back when.

My ot her invol venent,
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1 obvi ously nmy background |l ed into
2 ot her prograns. | becane the

3 Enmer gency Preparedness Coordi nat or
4 for the Parks & Rec Depart nent

5 working with the Ofice of

6 Emer gency Managenent for 10 years
7 or 12 years. | was the Assistant
8 Director of the Munmers for ten

9 years. | was also the liaison for
10 the Arny Navy gane back in the

11 100t h anni versary.

12 And then the year right
13 after 2001, right after 9/11, ny
14 j ob was basically |I was given the
15 keys to Veterans Stadiumto tour
16 Secret Service and to set up all
17 the logistics for both events. And
18 so, ny background there is, you
19 know, | al so got security
20 I nformation. Special event
21 progranm ng has been ny forte for
22 t he past 20-sonething years, as |
23 nmenti oned the parades and things
24 i ke that.
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1 But |1've also worked in
2 the community, giving back as a

3 vol unt eer and teachi ng and teaching
4 ot her people how to put on

5 fundrai sers through racing or

6 t hrough cow chip bingo for the

7 blind and things like that. 1've

8 wor ked wi th nunerous charities and
9 vol unteer groups. M resune w ||
10 show you. | feel like |I'"muniquely
11 qualified being a fornmer enpl oyee
12 because | know t he depart nent

13 extrenely well. And it's not just
14 t he pl aygrounds or Parks & Rec or
15 the recreation side. It's the

16 cul tural side.

17 It's the parts of the

18 park where |'ve been involved in

19 t he Bel nont Pl ateau, restoration of
20 the cross-country courses. |'ve
21 been friends, groups worked with
22 the Friends G oup at Gorgas Park.
23 | worked the Friends G oup of
24 Riverward. |'ve worked in various
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1 capacities of volunteer in the

2 nei ghborhood with the ball fields

3 and the | ocal youth organizations

4 and hel ped them al ong t he way,

5 rai sed noney, hel ped them beautify

6 the community and make t hem

7 understand the green space.

8 The nost recent

9 I nvol venment | had was about two

10 years ago, and this is a hot topic,

11 was that | worked with kids from

12 t he Lankenau School in our

13 community, and they served as

14 interns for two days a week at the

15 | ocal ball fields with ne. And |

16 got to know those kids inside and

17 out. And they were such a

18 tremendous asset to the facilities,

19 to the nei ghborhood. And I

20 I ntroduced themto a |ot of the

21 conmmuni ty associ ati on peopl e, and

22 It was a wonderful work experience

23 for those kids as part of their

24 schooling. And it was very
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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1 fulfilling for me to be a part of

2 their lives too.

3 And, you know, what they
4 gave back to the nei ghborhood and

5 what | was able to dictate with

6 t hem was a trenendous feeling of

7 acconplishnent. So that's sone of
8 nmy background. Cbviously there's a
9 | ot nore things that |I can talk

10 about, but I'll save you the tine.
11 But ny general idea is to get the
12 public nore involved in pushing the
13 federal governnent and state

14 governnent for funding.

15 | mean, we know fundi ng
16 in the Gty of Philadel phia, the

17 Par ks & Rec Departnent does not

18 nmeet the standards of a | ot of

19 other big cities. And because of
20 that, we have so many assets that
21 are not being fully utilized. W
22 have so many staff people that we
23 can be pushing nore for and havi ng
24 t hem becone engrossed in, in the
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wor |l d of teaching young peopl e and
being a part of senior centers and
bei ng part of the handi capped
facilities and all the other
speci al needs prograns that we

have.

Like | said, | nentioned

at one point | was the Chairman of
the Bingo for the Blind program
If you want to see a group of
peopl e have such a wonderfu
evening, go to a bingo for the
blind at one of our facilities.
COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:

Vell, | want to thank you so nuch

for sharing. You certainly have a

passion for the rec centers, and
that's really, really inportant,
Jim | really appreciate your
preparation for this.

Are there any further
questions from anyone el se on the
committee?

(No response.)
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1 COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:

2 Are there any comments, anything

3 el se additional that other

4 panelists would |i ke to share about
5 t hensel ves and their experiences

6 and desire to be on this conmm ssion
7 that they did not say?

8 (No response.)

9 COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:

10 kay. Well, | want to thank you so
11 much for com ng out today and thank
12 you for your work as a previous

13 Par ks & Rec enpl oyee. And so,

14 t hank you so nmuch for testifying

15 and not making it optional.

16 MR. MARI NG Thank you
17 very nuch.

18 COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS:  So
19 much appreciate it.
20 Al right. derk, wll
21 you pl ease call the next panel we
22 have to testify on Resol ution No.
23 260346.
24 THE CLERK: Khali
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1 Sal aam Melissa Young, divia

2 Scanl on, Quentin Ellison -- excuse
3 me. Shannon W nk, not Quentin

4 Ellison. Sorry.

5 (Wtnesses approached

6 W tness table.)

7 COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:

8 Thank you. Approaching the

9 rostrum can you pl ease state your
10 name for the record, what part of
11 the city you're from why do you
12 want to serve on the Parks and

13 Recreati on Conmm ssion, what nakes
14 you qualified and prepared to

15 serve, and what is one issue that
16 you really want to tackle on the
17 Comm ssi on hopeful ly.

18 Al right. So over

19 here, state your nanme for the
20 record and everythi ng el se.
21 M5. YOUNG Sure. Good
22 nmor ni ng, Counci | nenbers, and thank
23 you for having ne. M nane is
24 Melissa Young. | grew up in West
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Phi | adel phia, 63rd and Master and
spent nost of ny years in between
West Phi | adel phi a and Roxbor ough.
Par ks and recreation, |ike many of
t he previous panelists said, were
the tapestry of me grow ng up, from
| earning t-ball in West Philly
| ocal pl aygrounds to spendi ng
famly reunions and birthday
parties and cel ebrati ons on Cobbs
Creek to learning howto sw m at
Kendrick Recreation Center in
Roxbor ough, then to being a big dog
and becom ng a counselor in
training at one of the rec sunmer
canps. You couldn't tell ne
anything, |ike that was the cr ne
de la cr me to grow ng up and being
a part of a Phil adel phia sumrer.
Fast-forward, now | own
a communi cati ons agency, Mash
Strategies, where we support
organi zations |i ke Penn Medi cine,

Gft of Life, at one point WJRD
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1 Radi o. W support talent |ike
2 Phi | adel phi a Freeway and ot hers.
3 And seeing the inpact that parks
4 have, it never |eaves ne. Right
5 now | ' ma Del aware County resident
6 living about five stoplights away
7 from Phil adel phia now. And | al so
8 see the stark contrast that we have
9 and the ability to create a
10 pi ckl ebal | park down the street
11 fromny house wthout it being a
12 four-year project, holding our
13 | ar ger organi zations that are
14 enpl oyers in our neighborhoods
15 accountable to invest in our youth,
16 I n our generation. So | think now
17 | have a uni que perspective grow ng
18 up i n Phil adel phia, but being right
19 down the street and seeing sone of
20 t hose benefits that we have. And |
21 want to bring that to the children
22 that |look Iike nme and grew up.
23 | think that having an
24 agency, |'ve worked with
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organi zations |like Police Athletic
League, they need our parks and
recreation centers. They need our
green spaces to know what it | ooks
| i ke. They need to have that

pride. When we go in the
sumertinme and we go visit our
aunts that may live in a totally

di fferent nei ghborhood and you get
to experience Germantown for the
first tinme or you get to go and see
your famly up in the Northeast, we
take pride in those parks and those
green spaces.

So |l would like to bring
to the Comm ssion, that investnent,
t hat perspective of what | know it
feels |like to have a beautiful
par ks and recreation space and hol d
our capital organizations
accountabl e for that.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you so nuch for your work.

Mel i ssa?
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M5. YOUNG Mel i ssa

Young.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Mel i ssa Young, gotcha. | was
taki ng sone notes. | want to nake

sure | had your right |ast nane
t here.

Al right. Perfect.
Now, thank you so nuch. You can
pl ease state your nanme for the
record and share your testinony.
Thanks for being here.

VR. SCANLON: Yes,

hel | o. Thank you, Council nenbers.

| greatly appreciate your tine.

nane i s John Scanlon. | amnot on
the ballot. My wife Aivia Scanlon

Is. She unfortunately is away on

work, so | wanted to cone in and

represent her because she's -- this
I's her Mother's Day present. |'m
very happy to be here. | just have

a few quick remarks on nmy wife.

Wth over 15 years of
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1 fundrai si ng experience in the

2 political, governnment and nonprofit
3 sectors, she has proven in her

4 prof essional career to be a

5 coalition builder and staunch

6 proponent of her causes. She has

7 spent tine in the Mayor's O fice

8 under the Kenney Adm nistration,

9 rai sing funds for the census and

10 the COVID-19 Gty Fund, giving her
11 a deep understandi ng of the

12 conpl exi ti es and nuances of city

13 gover nance.

14 As a nother to our

15 daughter and resident in D strict
16 2, she sees the imense val ue and
17 benefits our public spaces bring to
18 both young and old, and will be an
19 exceptional advocate for the city's
20 parks. She understands that the
21 city's streets nmay be the heart of
22 our city, but the parks are our
23 l ungs. | believe that she will do
24 her best to continue the dream of
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WIlliamPenn, to ensure that we
have a truly green country town by
bei ng a cheerl eader and fundrai ser
for Parks & Rec.

My personal experience,
| also would say that things tend
to end up better when AQiviais
i nvolved. So | thank you all for
your tinme and consideration. |
greatly appreciate it.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you so nuch for being a great
husband, and it seens |ike your
w fe has a great anount of
experience around fundraising. W
appreciate that, which is really
| nportant for our rec centers.

Can you pl ease state
your nanme for the record.

M5. WNK: Thank you.
Good norning. M nane is Shannon
Wnk. | grew up in Northeast
Phi | adel phia and |1've lived in

Fi shtown for about the |last 15 or
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so years, and that's where we are
raising our famly. | have a
background in journalism PR and
communi cations, and | amalso a
|ifelong Parks & Rec user. And |
can say unequivocally, we could not
raise our children in this city
wi t hout the resources and the
prograns that Parks & Rec provides.
I know that there are
chal |l enges to providing those
services equitably. | know that
al so sone of those challenges are
just a conmuni cations chall enge.
And sonetines it's about getting
the word out and nmaki ng sure that
peopl e know what's there and what's
available to them So | believe
t hat ny both professional
experience and ny personal
experience grow ng up here, using
the facilities, raising ny famly
here is a really nice conbination

to hel p the Conm ssion achieve its
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Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




Committee on Parks, Recreation, and Cul tural Affairs

30

© 00 N oo o A~ W N B

N N NN P B R R R R R R R R
W N P O © 0 N O O M W N B O

24

goal s. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
And is there one -- | didn't hear
this part. |s there one issue you
t hi nk the Comm ssion should focus
on and what would you contribute if
you were --

M5. WNK: More
resources for afterschool
programm ng and sunmer canp. W
quite literally won the afterschool
care lottery at our rec center. |
woul d like to nmake it so that that
IS not a gane that everyone has to
play. W did not win the sumrer
canp lottery. | went in person to
five different rec centers to
conplete five totally different
paper applications with different
fees at all of those rec centers.
| think there's a better, easier
way to do that for Parks & Rec and
for famlies.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
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Thank you so much. Appreciate it.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and proceed with
your testinony.

MR. SALAAM  Good
nmorning. M nanme is Khalil Sal aam
| am the I mam and President of
Masjid in West Philly, in the
nei ghborhood in which | was born
and raised right off of 61st and
Webster. | am a business owner. |
run a construction managenent firm
here in the Cty of Philadel phia.
And prior to doing that, | had a
corporate career for 20 years
wor ki ng for Coca-Col a, Pepsi,
Keurig, Dr. Pepper and nultiple
sal es and operational roles before
| transitioning into ny
construction realm

From a personal
perspective and why |'mhere is, of
course | was basically born and

raised in the parks of West Philly
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and Fairnmount Park. | grew up
riding ny bike through the trails
of Cobbs Creek into Fairnount Park
and in the rec centers. | played
basketball here in high school and
in college. | played for John
Bartram H gh School. So that was
ny younger years. And as |'ve
evol ved out of sports, |
transitioned nore into outdoor
stuff.

So | oversee a young
nmen's youth scouting program and we
teach the youth outdoorsman. W
teach them archery, intro to
hunting, canping and horsemanshi p.
And so, that's where ny desire
cones fromto support this
Commi ssion. One of the things that
| think is mssing or one of the
things that | would like to bring
to the Comm ssion is connecting the
resources to the right individuals,

the inner city fol ks that are
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1 normal |y not introduced or

2 connected to the outdoors, right.

3 So | run archery classes. |I'ma

4 certified archery instructor. | do

5 intro to hunting and canpi ng.

6 It's so many of our

7 yout h that have never been in the

8 trails that live in the city that

9 are just totally oblivious to the

10 outdoors and what it wll bring.

11 And | know what it has done for ne

12 froma nental capacity, stress-

13 related and so forth. And | just

14 think that's sonething that not

15 only the youth, but our whole

16 community needs to have.

17 | do see that there's a

18 gap with the resources that are

19 avai | abl e because the resources are

20 there, but for the people that need

21 them it's connecting the dots. So

22 when you tal k about the various rec

23 centers that's around, and |I'm

24 noticing it's a beautiful job with
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all of themgetting renovated now
as well as sone of the city-owned
property with the nei ghborhood
barns, but sonme of the other
m ssi on-driven organi zati ons don't
seemto be connected to those
resources. And | feel like if we
can try to bridge those gaps, it
could be a good thing for the
community to benefit fromthe
resources that's avail abl e.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you. And | just wanted to
quickly clarify. You currently
wor k for what organization now?

MR SALAAM So
currently I own a construction
managenent firmindependently,
nyself. |'malso the President of
Masjid Mij ahi deen, so |I'mthe | mam
that's in West Philly. And I'm
al so the Chair of Jawal a Scout
Qut doors Boys program as wel | .

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
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Thank you so nuch for your passion
about finding ways to connect young
peopl e to the outdoors.

| also want to say the
Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Jeffrey J. Young, who is here with
us too on our conmttee.

Are there any questions
fromthe nmenbers of the commttee?
Any further questions?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Are there any other itens that
menbers of this panel would like to
share wth us that we did not bring
up or you just wanted to say that
t here woul d be (i naudible)?

MR SALAAM Is this

time for us to ask any questions or

no?

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
No, we don't take -- do you have a
guestion?

MR SALAAM Yeah. So |
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1 just canme across this opportunity

2 within a day before that the

3 application was in and it just

4 struck nme, so | applied and so

5 forth. But just a sinple question,
6 Is this a new comm ssion and if it
7 s, what birthed it?

8 COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:  So
9 this conmm ssion has existed in the
10 past, but it's going to be a new
11 body of conm ssioners. |t hasn't
12 exi sted in nmany, many years now.

13 And so, they're trying to reinstate
14 It so that we can have an advi sory
15 board for our Parks & Rec.

16 MR SALAAM Cot it.

17 Ckay. Thank you.

18 COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:

19 Al right. Thank you so nuch. |
20 appreci ate your testinony. Thank
21 you all for your passion. Just so
22 you know, you can stay in here for
23 the rest of the folks or you can
24 | eave if you like. W're going to
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do a recess and we're going to
del i berate on who we would like to
recomend to the Mayor for
appoi ntnent. And then the Mayor
ulti mtely nmakes the appoi nt nent of
the final individuals. W're only
appoi nting a handful -- we're going
to make a reconmendation for a
handful and she makes the final
appointnent. |Is that okay? All
right. Thank y'"all being here. It
means a | ot.

MR. SALAAM Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Al right. derk, can you please
call the next panel we have to
testify on Resolution No. 260346.

THE CLERK: FEritrea
Abdul hadi .

(Wtnesses approached
W tness table.)

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you so nuch. |f you can

pl ease state your -- you're our
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1 | ast panel, unless there's anyone

2 el se that we did not call here

3 today that has applied. kay.

4 Pl ease state your nane

5 for the record and proceed with

6 your testinony. Just as a

7 rem nder, the questions that we

8 have i nclude why are you interested

9 I n being a nenber of the Parks &

10 Rec Comm ssion, what nei ghborhood

11 you're from Also, if you could

12 just state nore briefly about what

13 you would Iike to contribute to the

14 Par ks & Rec Conm ssion as well.

15 M5. ABDULHADI : Ckay.

16 First of all, | want to thank you

17 guys for considering nme for this

18 position with the comm ssion. M

19 nane i s --

20 COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: o

21 ahead. Sorry, ny fault.

22 M5. ABDULHADI : Al

23 right. So my nane is Eritrea

24 Abdul hadi. | amborn and raised in
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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1 West Phil adel phia. | ama founder
2 and non-profit owner of an

3 organi zati on that founded on STEAF,
4 whi ch is Science, Technol ogy,

5 Engi neering, Art, and Financi al

6 Literacy. | have been in the

7 Mastery ?? of schools and al so rec
8 centers over the years gaining this
9 I nformati on and organi zations to

10 the youth and their famlies.

11 | al so am a not her of

12 five and a grandnother of three in
13 West Phi | adel phia, use the

14 recreational centers that we | ack
15 of. | amhere today to speak on

16 t hat because the recreational

17 centers in West Phil adel phia and

18 Sout hwest, we have maybe one. And
19 | would | ove to | everage financi al
20 literacy for that very matter and
21 bring that to the comunities that
22 are underserved.
23 The reason why | woul d
24 be a best fit is because | network
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in my coommunities. |'ma block
captain from52nd and Spruce. [|I'm
in the heart of the city and YMCA
Is where | grew up at. That was a
part of a rec center that we woul d
call -- | learned gymastics and so
on and so forth. And then when |
grew up having ny children, | put
themin the YMCA to learn howto
swmand |l earn things that we don't
have i n our underserved
comuni ti es.

| want to bring
authority. | want to bring ny
knowl edge and education to the
communities and this comm ssion's
state and be able to give you guys
all the education and know edge and
t he di sconnect that | see in our
communities, and the rec center
does play a huge part in our
communities for that. And | want
to make sure that | can get that

out to our comunities and to you
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guys and the Council nenbers t hat
|"mreaching out to as well, if
t hat makes sense.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Yeah, | believe so. | want to say
t hank you so nuch for your
testinony. Thank you for being
here today.

Can you pl ease state
your nanme and proceed with your
t esti nony.

MR. McKAY: M nane is
John Hakeem McKay. | am an
operations manager with Eritrea's
Care and | brahi m Youth Schol ars.
And | just want as a new hire for
transparency in the past 30 days, |
nysel f have been boots on the
ground working in rec centers.
' ve been working with Wrk Ready
since 2015 through University of
Penn.

Many of the

Counci | renbers know ne from
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Security for Philly grassroots, and
|'"ve worked with a variety of

organi zations. And |'m not just
saying this because we're
connected, but | just wanted to
testify that I have not worked wth
anyone that has picked up and noved
out on progranm ng overni ght |ike
Eritrea.

We connected about three
weeks ago, | nmade a call to action,
just an Instagram video. Hey, |
need 12 CEGCs that want to open up a
24- hour content creation center.
She responded, we tal ked about
that. She's opening up a school in
Mont gonery County. This school,
she has a partnership with
Mont gonery County Community Col | ege
that is going to allow students to
get nine credits through this
apprenticeship.

We have apprenticeship
t hrough Phi | adel phia Wrks that she
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1 didn't nention, but the biggest

2 thing I wanted to shout out is her
3 systens, her ability. A lot of

4 entrepreneurs and people in

5 managenent, they don't know how to
6 manage their teans. They don't

7 have the systens in place, the

8 commruni cati on systens, the

9 onboar di ng systens, the proactive
10 out r each.

11 And even being here, |
12 mean, |'msure it sounds |ike -- |
13 heard the other brother say he

14 heard about it, you know, | ast

15 m nute and noved out and showed up.
16 So | just want to attest to her

17 ability to nmanage systens, to bring
18 systens. That's what she's an

19 expert in. And as a person that
20 has worked with the rec centers,
21 havi ng those systens is that thing
22 that we do --
23 COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS: |
24 just want to clarify. So you
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1 didn't apply for the Parks and --

2 MR. McKAY:  No, |'mjust

3 a W tness here.

4 M5. ADULHADI: This is

5 nmy team and support.

6 COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:  So

7 we just need to take her

8 testinony --

9 M5. GBSON:. This is ny

10 testi nony.

11 COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:

12 Ckay. Thank you so nuch. |

13 appreci ate what you do for the Gty

14 of Phil adel phia. And what

15 nei ghbor hood do you live in?

16 M5. ABDULHADI : |'m

17 sorry?

18 COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:

19 What nei ghbor hood do you live in?

20 M5. ABDULHADI: R ght on

21 52nd and Spruce.

22 COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:

23 42nd and Spruce --

24 M5. ABDULHADI : And |I'm
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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the bl ock captain here as well.
And so, | need to get ny word out
iIs what it is. And this is a good
position for ne to do that. And

t hank you so much for sharing what
| wasn't able to share for nyself
and what | do. And I'mreally
hunbl ed at what | do.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:

Amv. Al right.

Are there any questions
from nmenbers of the commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: Is
there anything that you wanted to
share that you didn't get a chance
to share that you just thought
about ?

M5. ABDULHADI :  No. Jon
got it for nme. | appreciate it and
| appreciate ny team And | also
have been seeing you guys in budget
neetings. And also, |I've been

neeting you guys there as far as
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1 education and so on and so forth.

2 And ny house -- I'msorry. This is
3 sonething I want to nention. |

4 apol ogi ze. | have a hone that |

5 own free and clear and | want to

6 turn it into a resource center

7 within there and it'll be in

8 conjunction with the Recs

9 Comm ssion. So this position does
10 place ne in a place to just put it
11 out there.

12 COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:

13 Honme resource center you sai d?

14 MS. ABDULHADI: |I'm

15 creating that -- I'mturning ny

16 honme into a resource center.

17 COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:

18 Oh, wow.

19 MS. ABDULHADI :  Yes, |
20 need the funding. | need the
21 commtnents fromyou guys. And
22 that's why | show up at these
23 pl aces that | do. And because |I'm
24 so hunble, it leads ne to not
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1 project what | need to project.

2 And that's why |I'mgrateful for ny

3 partner here.

4 COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:

5 Yeah. 42nd and Spruce, | think

6 your Counci | nenber is Gauthier.

7 MS. ABDULHADI: Yes. W

8 were just with her, yes.

9 COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:

10 She's extrenely hel pful. She could

11 be able to support you and | ook

12 i nto ways in which she can be

13 resourceful to you.

14 MS.  ABDULHADI

15 Absol utely, and One PA as well.

16 COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS: And

17 One PA, awesone. All right.

18 M5. ABDULHADI: | sit on

19 the board with them

20 COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS: You

21 sit on the board with thenf

22 MS. ABDULHADI : \Wow.

23 COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:

24 |'"'mactually reading all these
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resunes again as you as you all
speak, so | want to say thank you.

M5. ABDULHADI : Thank
you.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you so nuch.

M5. ABDULHADI : Thank
you all. Do you guys have any

questions for ne, because | know |

didn't give as nuch as | needed to?

But do you guys have any questi ons
for nme?

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
No, we're good. Thank you. You
answered them

MS. ABDULHADI @ |
appreci ate you.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Clerk, are there any other panels
for this commttee?

THE CLERK: At this

time, there are no other panels for

this commttee.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: To
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1 testify on Resolution No. 260346.

2 kay. So there being no further

3 W tnesses listed today, | wll ask
4 if there is anyone el se in chanbers
5 to testify on Resol ution 260346

6 whose nane has not yet been cal |l ed?
7 (No response.)

8 COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:

9 You just -- you did that. Seeing a
10 few hands up -- Cerk, will you

11 pl ease -- sorry about that. Wth
12 t hat being said, this concludes the
13 testinony on Resol ution No. 260346.
14 W will now go into an executive

15 session to consider the

16 applications submtted. However,
17 we're going to recess until -- hold
18 on one second.

19 Al right. So we wll
20 now recess until 12:40, and we w ||
21 then make a public recommendati on
22 of the nenbers that we're
23 recomendi ng to the commttee, all
24 right, the Comm ssion. Thank you
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So nuch.

(Brief recess.)

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
The hour has cone that we are back
in Commttee session fromrecess.

Clerk will you pl ease
call the roll to take attendance.
Menbers that are in attendance,
pl ease i ndicate you are present
when your nane is call ed.

THE CLERK: Chair

Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Present.

THE CLERK: Vice-Chair
Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Present .

THE CLERK: Counci | woman
Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU.
Present.

THE CLERK: Counci |l man
Thoneas.
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24

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS.
Present .

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you. A quorum of the
conmttee is present and this
hearing is now cal |l ed back to
order. | would like to make a

notion for this to be recessed

until May 26th at 12:00 p.m Can |

have a second?

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Any opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
The ayes have it and the notion
w il be resuned on May 26th at
12: 00 p.m Thank you.

(Comm ttee on Parks,
Recreation and Cul tural Affairs

concluded at 12:59 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

I, hereby certify that the proceedi ngs
and evi dence noted are contained fully and
accurately in the stenographi c notes taken
by me in the foregoing matter, and that

this is a correct transcript of the sane.

C\ll)&/\,«%«/ C f@,\md?,

TANEHA CARROLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of this
transcri pt does not apply to any
reproduction of the sane by any neans,
unl ess under the direct control and/or

supervi sion of the certifying reporter.)
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City of Philadelphia

City Council
Chief Clerk's Office
402 City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

Meeting Agenda

Monday, May 11, 2026

10:00 AM

Room 400, City Hall

Committee on Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs




Committee on Parks, Recreation Meeting Agenda May 11, 2026
and Cultural Affairs

The Committee on Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs of the Council of the City of
Philadelphia will hold a Public Hearing on Monday, May 11, 2026, at 10:00 AM, in Room
400, City Hall, to hear testimony on the following items:

260346 Resolution Authorizing Council’s Committee on Parks, Recreation and Cultural
Affairs to hold public hearings for applicants seeking nomination to serve on the
Commission on Parks and Recreation and further authorizing the Committee to
recommend for Council’s consideration nominations to be forwarded to the
mayor.
To apply for the Commission on Parks and Recreation access the following link:

https://phicouncil.com/philadelphia-city-council-opens-application-process-for-commissi
on-on-parks-and-recreation/

Copies of the foregoing items are available in the Office of the Chief Clerk of the
Council, Room 402, City Hall.
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