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COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Good
afternoon. Before we begin the public
hearing, | will make the follow ng
announcenent: Due to the continuing
threat to public health from COvVI D- 19
City Council Conmmittees are currently
neeting renotely. W are using
M crosoft Teans to nake these renote
heari ngs possi bl e.

I nstructions for how the public
may view and of fer public testinony at
public hearings of Council Conmittees
are included in the public hearing
notices that are published in the Daily
News, Inquirer and Legal Intelligencer
prior to the hearing and they can al so
be found on PHLCouncil.com | now note
that the hour has cone.

Rachel, will you please cal
the roll to take attendance. Menbers
who are in attendance will you pl ease
i ndi cate that you are present when your
name is called. Al so, please say a few

brief words when responding so that your
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1 i mage will be displayed on screen when

2 you speak.

3 THE CLERK: Vice-Chair Derek

4 G een.

5 COUNCI LMAN GREEN: | am

6 present. Good afternoon, Madam Chair.

7 THE CLERK: Counci | nenber Bri an

8 O Neill.

9 COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL: Good
10 afternoon, everyone.
11 COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:
12 Af t er noon.
13 THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
14 Davi d Oh.
15 COUNCI LMAN OH: Good aft ernoon,
16 Chair and col |l eagues. |'m present.
17 THE CLERK:  Counci | nenber Hel en
18 G/ym
19 COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Good
20 afternoon, Madam Chair. Good afternoon,
21 col l eagues. | am present.
22 THE CLERK: And, Counci |l nenber
23 Mari a Qui nones- Sanchez.
24 COUNCI LWOVAN QUI NONES- SANCHEZ:
25 | am present.
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1 THE CLERK: | believe that is
2 all for now.
3 COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Thank
4 you. A quorum of the Conmittee is
5 present and this hearing is now call ed
6 to order. This is the public hearing of
7 the Conmittee on Law and Governnent on
8 Bill Nos. 220001, 220002 and 220007 and
9 Resol uti on Nos. 220009, 220010, 200082
10 and 210657.
11 Rachel, woul d you pl ease read
12 the title of the bills and resol utions.
13 THE CLERK: 220001, an
14 ordi nance providing for the subni ssion
15 to the qualified electors of the Gty of
16 Phi | adel phi a of an anendnent to The
17 Phi | adel phi a Home Rul e Charter,
18 provi ding for the renmoval of gender-
19 based references throughout the Charter,
20 as approved by resolution of the City
21 Council; fixing the date of the speci al
22 el ection for such purpose; prescribing
23 the formof ballot question to be voted
24 on; and authorizing the appropriate
25 officers to publish notice and to nake
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arrangenent for the special election.
220002, an ordi nance providing
for the subm ssion of the qualified
el ectors of the Philadel phia Charter --
sorry, qualified electors of the City of
Phi | adel phia of an anmendnent to the
educati onal supplenent to the
Phi | adel phia Hone Rule Charter, relating
to the renoval of gender-based
ref erences throughout the Educationa
Suppl enent, as approved by resol ution of
the Council; fixing the date of a
speci al election for such purpose;
prescribing the formof ballot question
to be voted on and authorizing the
appropriate officers to publish notice
and to nake arrangenents for the speci al
el ecti on.
220077, an ordi nance providing
for the subm ssion to the qualified
el ectors of the City of Philadel phia of
an amendnment to the Phil adel phia Hone
Rul e Charter to provide for the creation
of a Fair Housing Conmi ssion as an

i ndependent commi ssion; as approved by
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1 resolution of the Gty Council; fixing
2 the date of a special election for such
3 pur pose; prescribing the formof ball ot
4 guestion to be voted on; and authorizing
5 the appropriate officers to publish
6 notice and to make arrangenents for the
7 speci al el ection.
8 220009, a resolution proposing
9 an amendnment to the Phil adel phia Hone
10 Rul e Charter providing for the renpbva
11 of gender-based references through the
12 Charter; and providing for the
13 submi ssi on of the proposed anendnent to
14 the el ectors of Phil adel phi a.
15 220010, resol ution proposing an
16 amendrment to the Educational Suppl ement
17 to the Philadel phia Hone Rul e Charter
18 provi ding for the renmoval of gender-
19 based references throughout the
20 Educati onal Suppl enment; and providing
21 for the subm ssion of the anendment to
22 the el ectors of Phil adel phi a.
23 220082, a resol ution proposing
24 an anendnent to the Phil adel phia Hone
25 Rul e Charter to provide for the
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establ i shnment of a Fair Housing

Commi ssion as an i ndependent conm ssion
and providing for the subm ssion of the
amendnent to the electors of

Phi | adel phi a.

And 210657, a resolution
calling for the Comm ttee on Law and
Governnent to hold hearings to exam ne
the feasibility of offering election
materials in additional |anguages,
expl oring ball ot random zation, and
enabl i ng safer and nore secure el ections
to adequately prepare for and
participate in local, state and federa
el ecti ons.

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Thank
you, Rachel

Bef ore we begin to hear
testinmony fromthe w tnesses we have for
t oday, everyone who has been invited to
the nmeeting to testify should be aware
that this public hearing is being
recorded. Because the hearing is
public, participants and vi ewers have no

reasonabl e expectation of privacy. By
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continuing to be in the neeting, you are
consenting to being recorded.

Additionally, prior to
recogni zi ng Menbers for questions or
comrents they have for witnesses, | wll
note for the record at this tinme that we
wi Il use the chat feature available in
M crosoft Teans to all ow Menbers to
signify that they wish to be recognized.
In order to conply with the Sunshi ne
Act, the chat feature nust only be used
for this purpose.

Rachel, will you pl ease cal
the first panel we have to testify this
afternoon on Bill Nos. 220001 and 220002
and Resol ution Nos. 220009 and 220010.

THE CLERK: Yes. The only
testifier we have on this legislation is
Cel ena Morrison

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Good
afternoon, Celena. Are you present and
connected and ready to proceed?

M5. MORRI SON:  Yes, | am

COUNCI LWOMAN PARKER:  Thank you

so much. Please state your name for the

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
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record and feel free to proceed with
your testinony.

M5. MORRISON: Ckay. |I'm
trying to get my canmera on. Good
aft ernoon, Madam Chair and memnbers of
the Cormittee. M nane is Cel ena
Morrison and | am Executive Director of
LABT Affairs for the Gty of
Phi |l adel phia. And I'm pl eased to
provi de testinony today in support of
Bill Nos. 220001 and 220002 and
Resol uti on Nos. 220009 and 220010.

Since | began ny role as
Executive Director of LGBT Affairs, ny
office has led the charge to ensure that
our City's workforce is reflective of
the rich diversity of our LGBTQ+
comuni ti es here in Philadel phia,
i ncluding nost recently our efforts to
collect vital data on the conposition of
our wor kforce.

Historically, the options to
self-identify one's gender were linmted
to a nale or fenal e binary, but our

efforts have now expanded the avail abl e
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options to nore reflect our current
under st andi ng of the spectrum of gender.
It is because of efforts |ike these and
these pieces of legislation that are
nmaki ng strides to becone a nore
inclusive city in a place that lives up
to its reputation as a progressive
community to live and work in.

Language has the power to
reflect and influence societal
attitudes, our behaviors, our
perceptions, and nmaking strides to
i ncl ude gender neutral | anguage
encourages us to avoid word choi ces
whi ch may be interpreted as bias,

di scrim natory, deneaning or by inplying
that one's sexuality or gender identity
is the norm

If you want to really
understand the | ens through which a
person sees gender, listen for their use
of gender-neutral |anguage. Not using
it reveals a great deal of unconscious
bi as, which is sonething that we should

all seek to mtigate in our professiona
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and personal lives.

Usi ng gender-fair and inclusive
| anguage and replacing words in the
Charter |ike policeman, fireman and the
i ke hel ps reduce gender stereotyping,
pronotes gender equality and equity and
shows the residents of Phil adel phia that
menbers of this Council are aware and
respectful of the world' s ever-expandi ng
under st andi ng of gender. And while the
si npl est of changes can help to foster a
wel coni ng environnment for all people,
it's not enough for us to just say that
we are inclusive.

We must continue to create
tangi bl e policies and practice |anguage
norns that create affirm ng and
supportive environnents for all. M
office stands ready to help create those
environnents. M hope is that we will
work to create a Philadel phia that is
welconming to all its residents, create a
culture in which nonbinary people can
properly identify and affirm-- |I'm

sorry, creating a culture in which
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nonbi nary peopl e can be properly
identified and affirned fosters that
positive representation with our City's
gover nnent .

In short, inclusive | anguage
reflects our awareness of the world and
denonstrates our conmitnment to
inclusion. This is vital for attracting
and attaining the rich diversity of our
Cty. As global citizens, residents of
Phi | adel phia and fell ow humans, we can
show our solidarity and respect of one
anot her by maki ng changes to represent
all peopl e.

The Admi ni stration
whol eheartedly supports these pieces of
| egi sl ati on neasures which affirm and
support not just wormen and nonbi nary
peopl e, but everyone on the gender
spectrum This is a small change with a
human i nmpact. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Thank you
so very much, Celena, for your
testi nony.

I will now ask ny col |l eagues
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and let nme try to open up the chat. Are
there any questions or comrents from
menbers of the Committee for Cel ena
Morrison?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVMAN PARKER:  Ckay.
There bei ng none, again, Celena, thank
you so nuch for your testinmony. W
greatly appreciate it.

There bei ng none, Rachel, will
you pl ease call the first panel we have
to testify this afternoon on Bill No.
220077 and Resol ution No. 220082.

THE CLERK: Yes. Again, the
only testifier on this legislation is
Kia Ghee. And | apol ogize if |
n spronounced your nane.

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Ki a Ghee,
are you connected and ready to proceed?

MS. GHEE: Yes. Can you hear
me?

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Yes, |
can hear you well. Thank you so very
much. Just please state your nane for

the record and feel free to proceed with

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
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your testinony.

M5. GHEE: Yes. Cood
afternoon, Chair Parker and nenbers of
the Law and Governnent Committee. Thank
you for giving ne an opportunity to
testify in support of Bill No. 220077
and Resol ution No. 220082, which wll
provide for the subm ssion to the
qualified electors of the Cty of
Phi | adel phia of an anendnent to the Home
Rul e Charter to provide for the
establ i shnent of the Fair Housing
Commi ssi on as an i ndependent conmi ssion

| am Ki a Ghee, the Executive
Director for the Philadel phia --

Phi | adel phi a Fair Housi ng Conmm ssi on,
I'"msorry, the agency that enforces the
Fair Housing O di nance. By way of
background, the Fair Housing O di nance
was enacted in 1962 to protect the
health, safety and general welfare of
renters in Philadel phia. The Fair
Housi ng Ordi nance prohibits certain
unfair rental practices by |andlords and

gives the Fair Housing Comn ssion the

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
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authority to address unsafe, unhealthy
conditions in rental properties through
adj udi catory hearings as well as through
i nvestigatory and subpoena authority.

Each year hundreds of tenants
file conplaints with the Fair Housing
Conmi ssi on seeki ng assi stance after
their landlord has engaged in unfair
rental practices, such as termnating a
| ease when a property is cited for a
code violation or retaliating agai nst
tenants for exercising their |ega
rights.

FHC s | eadershi p has played an
active role in the ongoing efforts of
the Mayor's Eviction Task Force via its
subconmmi ttees charged with easing the
eviction crisis that is affecting many
| ow-i nconme Phil adel phi ans. Anong ot her
initiatives, the commttees are focused
on pronoting and strengthening the Fair
Housi ng Ordi nance to provide greater
protections for tenants and | andl ords.

The FHC al so conducts

educati onal outreach to informtenants

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
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and landlords of their legal rights and
responsibilities. The denand for
services fromthe Fair Housing
Conmi ssi on has grown significantly over
the years. The Fair Housi ng Commi ssion
currently has nore than 525 open cases
with nore conplaints filed for the first
half of the current fiscal year than in
all of 2020. These increases are likely
attributed to our enforcenent of
expansive legislation |like the Good
Cause Eviction bill, which requires
| andl ords to provide tinely notice and
articulate a sufficient basis to end
certain residential |eases.

In 2021, the Fair Housing
Conmi ssion created regulations to
provi de gui dance for the Emergency
Housi ng Protection Act, which provides
protections for renters affected by the
COVI D- 19 pandeni ¢ which included an
eviction noratorium a waiver of |ate
fees, mandatory nedi ation prior to
filing of eviction, nmandatory paynent

pl ans for delinguent rent and renedies
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for tenants experiencing self-help
eviction practices.

The Fair Housi ng Comm ssion
al so helped to interpret the Renters
Access Act in order to effectively and
qui ckl y enforce agai nst bl anket
excl usi ons of people with eviction
records, crimnal records, credit scores
and a tenant's failure to pay rent or
utility bills during the COVID 19
peri od.

Sonme may be asking why is it
i nportant to propose this Charter change
now. Well, the answer is sinple. Wth
an increased focus on the eviction
crises, especially in Philadel phia,
concerns over living conditions that
sonme renters face and fair renta
screeni ng practices, the Fair Housing
Conmi ssion has proven itself to be an
i nval uabl e resource to tenants in
Phi | adel phi a.

And while the Fair Housing
Commi ssi on has operated for

approxi mately 60 years largely at the

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
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di scretion of the Mayor as provided by
City Council, this work is far too
i mportant not to be established as a
per manent conmi ssi on under the Charter.

Tenants who file conmplaints
with the Fair Housing Conmission are
typically lowincone families in
comrunities of color that are headed by
single nothers. Resolving unfair rental
practices for these comunities reduce
hi storical inequities in housing and
provi des positive outcones such as
ensuring people live in safe, decent
housi ng i n nei ghborhoods that they
choose. Thank you for allow ng nme an
opportunity to testify. The
Admi ni stration supports this |egislation
whol eheartedly. | am happy to answer
any questions that you may have.

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Thank you
so very much, Kia, for your testinopny.
I just quickly want to take sone
personal privilege here to say a speci al
t hank you for all of the work that you

do in this area, not just inside of

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
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government but outside of governnent.

It was an honor to participate with you
on the panel not long ago. And boy, was
it great feedback about the deck that
you put together and all the information
you provided. So thank you so very nuch
for that.

Now, | want to ask ny
col | eagues are there any questions or
comments from nenbers of the Committee
for Kia on her testinony?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Heari ng
none --

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Madam - -

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  |'m
sorry. Chair recogni zes Council nenber
Gym

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER: | j ust
al so wanted to echo ny wel conre and
gratitude to Ms. CGhee. W wel conme you
for your | eadership and thank you for
all the work that you've done. The Fair
Housi ng Commi ssion is a core part of our

work to ensure safety and security,

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
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stability of our nei ghborhoods and
communities and also to be very clear,
to protect famlies, in particular those
with children, many of our nothers, our
seni ors, our veterans. So | know you' ve
been an inportant part of that, and we
really | ook forward to your | eadership

| ooking forward. W're your partners in
all of this.

And t hank you so ruch
Counci | renber Parker, for naking this a
truly independent Comm ssion. So thank
you.

COUNCI LWOVMAN PARKER:  Thank
you, Council menber Gym

Wel |, there being no further
questions from nmenbers of the Comittee
and no other witnesses to testify on
Bill Nos. 220001, 220002 and 220077 and
Resol uti on Nos. 220009, 220010 and
220082, 1 will ask if there's anyone
el se present in this hearing whose nane
we have failed to call and that w shes
to testify and offer any comment on any

of these bills and resolutions that are

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
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bei ng consi dered?
(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Heari ng
none, | want to thank our w tnesses for
their participation today. Please note
that we val ue your opinions. Before we
hear testinony on Resolution No. 210657,
we will now recess the public hearing
and briefly go into the public neeting
to consider the action to be taken on
Bill Nos. 220001, 220002 and 220077 and
Resol uti on Nos. 220009, 220010 and
220082.

| also at this tinme want to
just note for the record that |I'm
| ooking in the chat and | see that
Counci | menbers Squilla, Thonas and |
think Jones has joined us. | see
Samantha here. So | just want the Cerk
to please note that for the record

THE CLERK: CGot it. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you
Madam Chai r.

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  So now,

we are going to convene the public

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
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nmeet i ng.

Rachel, will you pl ease call
the roll to take attendance. Menbers
that are in attendance will please
i ndi cate when your nane is call ed.

Al so, please say a few brief words when
respondi ng so that your inage will be
di spl ayed on the screen when you speak.

THE CLERK: Vice-Chair Derek
G een.

COUNCI LMAN GREEN: | am
present. Thank you.

THE CLERK: Council menmber Bri an

O Neill.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:  Present.

THE CLERK:  Counci | menber David
Ch.

COUNCI LMAN CH:  Present.

THE CLERK: Counci | nenber Hel en
Gym

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Present.
THE CLERK:  Counci | menber Maria
Qui nones- Sanchez.
(No response.)

THE CLERK: | know she was

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
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here, but maybe she stepped away.

Counci | menber Mark Squill a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you
Madam Chair. Present.

THE CLERK: And we are al so
j oi ned by Counci |l menber |sai ah Thonas,
but | believe he's on because his
resolution is being heard next.

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Thank
you. We will now go into our public
neet i ng.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Green for a notion on
bill -- excuse ne, the phone rang -- for
a notion on Bill No. 220001. Thank you,
Counci | menber G een.

COUNCI LMAN GREEN:. Thank you
Madam Chai r.

| nove that Bill No. 220001 be
reported fromthis Conmittee with a
favorabl e recommendati on and further
nove that the rules of Council be
suspended to pernit first readi ng of
this bill at the next session of

Counci | .
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COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Second.

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  The Chair
notes for the record that the notion was
seconded by Council nenber Squilla. It
has been noved and properly seconded
that Bill No. 220001 be reported from
this Conmttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove that the
rul es of Council be suspended to pernit
first reading of this bill at the next
sessi on of Council.

Al those in favor of the
nmotion will signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOMAN PARKER:  Those
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  The ayes
have it and the notion carries.

Agai n, the Chair recognizes
Counci | menmber Green for a notion on
Resol uti on No. 220009.

COUNCI LMAN GREEN: Thank you
Madam Chai r.

| nmove that Resol ution No.
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220009 be reported fromthis Conmttee
with a favorabl e reconmendati on.

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  |'s there
a second?

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Second.

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  The Chai r
notes for the record that Council menber
Gym seconds the notion. It has been
noved and properly seconded t hat
Resol uti on No. 220009 be reported from
this Conmttee with a favorable
recommendat i on

Al those in favor of the
notion will signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Those
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  The ayes
have it and the notion carries.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenmber Green for a notion on Bil
No. 220002.

COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  Thank you

Madam Chai r.
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| nmove that Bill No. 220002 be
reported fromthis Conmmittee with a
favorabl e recommendati on and further
nove that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading of
this bill at the next session of
Counci | .

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Second.

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  The Chair
notes for the record that Council menber
Gym seconds the notion. It has been
noved and properly seconded that Bill
No. 220002 be reported fromthis
Committee with a favorable
recomrendati on and further nove that the
rules of Council be suspended to permt
first reading of this bill at the next
sessi on of Council.

Al'l those in favor of the
notion will signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Those

opposed?
(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVMAN PARKER:  The ayes
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have it and the notion carries.

Again, the Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Green for a notion on
Resol uti on No. 220010.

COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  Thank you
Madam Chai r.

| nove that Resol ution No.
220010 be reported fromthis Conmittee
with a favorabl e recommendati on.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Second.

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  The Chair
notes for the record that Council menber
Gym seconds the notion. It has been
noved and properly seconded t hat
Resol uti on No. 220010 be reported from
this Conmttee with a favorable
recommendat i on

Al'l those in favor of the
nmotion will signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVMAN PARKER:  Those

opposed?
(No response.)
COUNCI LWOVMAN PARKER:  The ayes

have it and the notion carries.
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Agai n, the Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenmber Green for a notion on Bil
No. 220077.

COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  Thank you
Madam Chai r.

| nove that Bill No. 220077 be
reported fromthis Conmttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on and further
nove that the rules of Council be
suspended to pernit first readi ng of
this bill at the next session of
Counci | .

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Second.

COUNCI LWOVMAN PARKER:  The Chair
notes for the record that Council menber
Gym seconds the notion. It has been
noved and properly seconded that Bill
No. 220077 be reported fromthis
Committee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove that the
rul es of Council be suspended to pernit
first reading of this bill at the next
session of Council.

Al'l those in favor of the

notion will signify by saying aye.
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1 (Aye.)

2 COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Those

3 opposed?

4 (No response.)

5 COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  The ayes
6 have it and the notion carries.

7 Again, the Chair recognizes

8 Counci | menmber Green for a notion on

9 Resol uti on No. 220082.

10 COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  Thank you,
11 Madam Chai r.

12 | nove that Resol ution No.

13 220082 be reported fromthis Conmttee
14 with a favorabl e recommendati on.

15 COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Second.

16 COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  The Chair
17 notes for the record that Council menber
18 Gym seconds the notion. It has been

19 noved and properly seconded t hat
20 Resol uti on No. 220082 be reported from
21 this Conmttee with a favorable
22 reconmmendati on.
23 Al those in favor of the
24 notion will signify by saying aye.
25 (Aye.)
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COUNCI LWOVMAN PARKER:  Those
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOMAN PARKER:  The ayes
have it and the notion carries.

Now, we wi |l reconvene our
public hearing. W will now resune our
public hearing on Resolution No. 210657.
And before we hear testinony fromthe
wi t nesses, | know ny col | eague
Counci | menber |saiah Thomas is with us
and he is the sponsor.

Counci | menber Thomas, woul d you
li ke to nmake any openi ng coments?

COUNCI LMAN THOWVAS: Thank you,
Madam Chair. And good afternoon to al
the nmenbers of the Committee.

"1l be brief in nmy opening
comments. | just want to say thank you
for being here this afternoon to convene
this conversation. This is a very
i mportant issue as we | ook at the future
of elections. W have a |lot of things
t hat have changed of this unfortunate

coronavi rus crisis.
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And one of the things that has
changed forever is how we vote, so we
want to really take the tine to examn ne
what el ection day, the election process
as well as | anguage access | ooks |ike
for the constituents of Phil adel phia.

So thank you, Madam Chair. |
appreciate the leeway and |I'mexcited
for this conversation. And thank you to
the nmenbers of the Committee for
allowing ne to be with you this
af t er noon.

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Thank you
so very nmuch for your |eadership on this
i ssue, Council menber Thonmas.

Rachel, will you pl ease cal
the first panel we have to testify this
afternoon on Resol ution No. 210657.

THE CLERK: The first panel is
Conmi ssi oner Orar Sabir, Al Schm dt,
House Denocratic Leader Joanna MC i nton
and Marian Schneider. And | believe
Conmmi ssioner Sabir is running a little
behind so we're going to nove himto the

end of the panel, which neans we can
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begin with Al Schmidt, if that works.

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Thank
you.

Good afternoon, Al Schm dt.
Are you connected and ready to proceed?

MR, SCHM DT: | am Chairperson
Par ker .

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Thank
you. Just state your nane for the
record and feel free to proceed with
your testinony.

MR. SCHM DT: Thank you,
Chai r person Parker, Vice-Chairperson
Green, and nenbers of Law and Gover nnent
Committee. | appreciate the opportunity
to appear before you today and offer
testinony on priorities for a safe and
secure 2022 el ection in Philadel phi a.

My name is Al Schmdt and |I'm
Presi dent and CEO of the Conmittee of
Seventy. Up until recently, | served as
City Commi ssioner of Philadel phia for 10
years, but |I'm not speaking in that
former capacity today. 1've submtted

nmy witten testinony for your
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consideration so | will only briefly
touch on a few of ny remarks.

Wil e much of the needed reform
to inmprove elections in the Conmonweal th
of Pennsyl vani a and Phil adel phia has to
occur or be enacted at the state |evel,
there are much needed i nprovenents at
the City level as well that the
Admi nistration and Gty Council can nake
happen, only when it cones to
oper ati onal assistance such as nore
resources for staff and reall ocating
some City staff during peak el ection
times, but also when it cones to
| anguage access and better conpensation
for our hard-working and
under conpensat ed El ecti on Board workers.
And |'ve testified in front of Cty
Counci | many tinmes about that need, and
| know you all share it as well

I nportantly, when it cones to
safe and secure el ections, we need to
avoi d maki ng fal se choi ces between
i mproving valid access and i nproving

election integrity. There are sone that
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would like us to believe that it's a
zero sumsituation between inproving
bal | ot access and inproving el ection
integrity. There's no greater exanple
than that than the use of mail-in ball ot
drop boxes.

In the 2020 el ection, the
primary el ection and the general
el ection, nearly half of our voters or
about half of our voters voted by mail.
That's 375,000 mail-in ballots to
process in the general election of 2020.
Because of the great use of mmil-in
bal l ot voting, both in Pennsyl vania and
ot her places where it's becone avail abl e
and al so because of the extrenely tight
and | woul d argue unreasonabl e and
unreal i stic deadlines between the
deadline to apply for a mail-in ball ot
and the deadline for the Board of
El ections to receive that mail-in ball ot
back, which is only seven days. And if
a voter is following the rules and a
voter is submitting an application by

the deadline, even if the Cty
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Conmmi ssioners are able to turn that
bal I ot around which they have in 24
hours and get it out the door, that
application processed, a ball ot
generated for that voter and out the
door, it still mght take two to three
days for delivery.

The ball ot has to be voted by
the voter and then returned. And if
returned by mail, it would likely arrive
back as we saw after the mail-in ballot
deadline on 8:00 p.m on Election day.
It is tragic to see ballots arrive that
were cast by eligible voters, registered
voters on or before Election day and to
recei ve them back after those ballots
can no | onger be counted. Every ball ot
is precious to us. And those
unreal i stic deadlines, as well-
intentioned as they might be, result in
bal l ots being rejected because they
arrived back too |ate.

There is a solution to that
problem and that solution is making

nore drop-off | ocations avail abl e.
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Satellite offices while very hel pful and
very useful in many different ways are
difficult to set up, expensive to
operate and when resources are
avai | abl e, should be used and expanded.
Drop boxes are nuch nore accessi bl e.

So when a voter applies for a
mai |l -in ballot, again we're talking
about half of our voters, gets that
ball ot or holds onto that ballot for too
long, they still need to be able to get
that ballot back to the Board of
El ecti ons.

The fal se choice here is
suggestions that mail-in ballot drop
boxes are sonmehow | ess reliable or
sonehow | ess secure. |If anything, it's
the opposite. The voter is returning
their ballot directly into the Board of
El ections, not putting it in a mail box,
not goi ng through the hands of postal
servi ce workers and nachi nes through
transit stations and all the rest. |It's
com ng directly back to the Board of

El ecti ons.
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Drop boxes are not cheap. They
have to be secured into their |ocation
They have to have 24-hour video
surveillance, but the nore resources
avai | abl e to have nore drop boxes
available to our voters, especially in
hi gh turn-out elections |ike 2022,
likely 2023 and certainly in 2024 will
benefit all of our voters. | appreciate
the opportunity to testify before you
today, and I would wel come any questions
that you m ght have.

COUNCI LWOMAN PARKER:  Thank you

so very nmuch, Al Schmidt. |'msure
there will be sone comments and
questi ons.

| now want to recogni ze our
next witness. W are honored to have
with us today Denocratic Leader of the
Pennsyl vani a House of Representatives
and ny former coll eague Joanna
MeCl i nton. Good afternoon, Leader
McClinton. Are you connected and ready
to proceed?

STATE REPRESENTATI VE McCLI NTON:
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1 (Mut ed) .
2 COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER: | know
3 she was on and may have had sone
4 technical difficulties. Can you hear
5 nme, Leader Joanna McCinton?
6 STATE REPRESENTATI VE McCLI NTON:
7 | can hear you. Can you now hear ne?
8 COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Yes,
9 ma'am | can hear you now. Leader
10 McCinton, it's an honor to have you
11 with us here today. Thank you so very
12 much. Feel free to state your nane for
13 the record and proceed with your
14 testi nmony.
15 STATE REPRESENTATI VE McCLI NTON:
16 Thank you, Madam Leader. M nane for
17 the record, Joanna Mcdinton, State
18 Representative 191st Legislative
19 District, Mnority Leader of the
20 Pennsyl vani a House Denocratic Caucus.
21 Good afternoon, Councilwonan Parker,
22 Counci | man Thomas and all of the
23 di sti ngui shed nenbers of the Conmittee
24 of Law and Governnent.
25 Thank you for allowing nme to
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join you today to discuss an issue that
| am very passi onate about pronoting
saf e and secure el ections and
dismantling the barriers to voting. |
know t hat everyone here is as concerned
as | amregarding the repeated assaults
on our denocracy across the country.
Across the country and right
here in our Commonweal th, sonme of these
attacks have been bold, brazen and even
deadly, like the attack on our nation's
Capital on January 6, 2021, while others
have been nore subtle but equally
dangerous to the long-term health of our
Commonweal th and the denocratic
institution. \Wether it's contesting
the results of the last Presidential
El ection in 2020 and insisting on
t axpayer-funded Arizona-style audits,
chal l enging the legality of no-excuse
mail-in ballots, nmail-in voting or
proposing election reforns that create
barriers to voting, specifically in
urban areas like the only City of the

First d ass, Philadel phia, or advancing
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pl ans to pernmanently gerrymander

Pennsyl vani a Congressional Districts or
weakeni ng our state system of checks and
bal ances, all of these neasures throw
doubt into the integrity of our election
and our election officials, and they

t hreaten our Commonweal th's npbst sacred
institutions. These threats on our
denocracy are sinply too inportant to

i gnore.

My col | eagues in Harrisburg and
| have concentrated our efforts on
countering these bad policy ideas with
real commonsense solutions to restore
confidence and nmake voting safe and
secure for everyone. |Instead of
under m ni ng our denocracy, the House
Denocratic Caucus wants to strengthen
it.

Qur bill the K. Leroy Irvis
Voters Protection Act or House Bill 2090
is named in honor of the first and only
African Anerican Speaker of the
Pennsyl vani a House, and it woul d ease

the burdens on voting while bol stering
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our election security.

First, it would all ow every
Pennsyl vani an to vote maki ng sure that
it is convenient, whether you are a
t eacher or an energency responder or you
live in an assisted care facility. To
acconplish this goal, the Irvis bil
woul d permt early voting, provide for
nore ballot drop boxes and allow for the
same-day registration. These neasures
shoul d not be controversial as they have
al ready been adopted in so many ot her
st at es.

Next, we need to finally listen
to the election officials across the
state who are on the front |ines of our
el ection and voting systens and answer
their calls for assistance. The Irvis
bill would nake updates that our county
el ection officials have requested,

i ncluding the 21 days of precanvassing
where they can prepare and sort mail-in
absentee ballots prior to El ection day.

Finally, everyone wants safe

and secure elections. Wthout that, the
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1 public will lack confidence in election
2 outconmes. The Irvis bill would support
3 el ection security by inplenenting
4 statew de el ectronic poll books for
5 secure realtime nonitoring of election
6 roles, a practice that is currently used
7 by al nbst three dozen states.
8 | believe that the K Leroy
9 Irvis Voting Rights Protection Act will
10 go a long way in stenmm ng the repeated
11 attacks on our voting rights and
12 restoring the public's faith in our
13 el ection system One thing is certain,
14 the right to vote is a sacred right and
15 it is at the core of our nationa
16 identity. |It's being challenged, and it
17 will require all of us to work together
18 to ensure that the threats that have
19 been on our free and fair elections are
20 only threats, that they are never
21 successf ul
22 Whet her it's conbating the
23 policy ideas that threaten the fairness
24 of our election, advocating for measures
25 like the K. Leroy Irvis Voting Rights
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Protection Act or urging our friends and
nei ghbors to register to vote and to
partici pate every six nonths in each

el ection, the stakes are high and our
conmuni ties cannot afford inaction.
Thank you so very nuch at this tine to
share ny thoughts as you all consider
changi ng, upgradi ng and strengthening
our denocracy here in ny Cty, our Cty,
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Thank you
so nuch for your testinony, Leader
MeCl i nt on.

W're going to go to the next
person to testify. But if you could
stick around, |'m sure soneone has a
comment and/or question for you. The
next person scheduled to testify, | hope
| have this correct, is it Marian
Schneider? Marian, are you connected
with us?

M5. SCHNEIDER: Yes, | am Can
you hear ne and see ne?

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER: | can --

okay, now | can see you. Thank you. So
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just please state your nane for the
record and proceed with your testinony.

MS. SCHNEI DER: Thank you. My
name is Marian Schneider and |I'mthe
Seni or Voting Rights Policy Counsel for
the ACLU of Pennsylvania. | appreciate
the opportunity to testify here today.
Thank you so rmuch for inviting ne.
Thank you, Chair Parker, Vice-Chair
Green, nmenbers of the Conmittee and
especi al ly Council menber |sai ah Thomas
for your |eadership in making el ection
issues a priority for Gty Council

|'m here today to tal k about
| anguage access. The ACLU of
Pennsyl vania fully supports and endorses
the efforts of the Coalition Citizens
for Language Access who has taken the
| eadership role in advocating for
expanded resources in voting for those
who are not proficient in English.

The ACLU Pennsyl vani a joins the
Coalition in urging Gty Council to take
the necessary steps, including

al l ocati ng adequate fundi ng towards
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first ensuring that the City of
Phi | adel phia is in full conpliance with
its obligations under the Voting Rights
Act, second, adopting best practices
general ly accepted in other
jurisdictions for inplenenting | anguage
access, and third, taking voluntary
neasures to expand | anguage access to
the tens of thousands of Phil adel phia
voting-age citizens who are not
proficient in English and speak anot her
| anguage that is not within the current
coverage formula of Section 203.

| refer the nenbers of the
Conmttee to the ACLUs witten
testinony submitted yesterday, but 1'd
like to enphasize a few of the points
nentioned in there. The first is
funding. Admnistering elections has
grown increasingly nore conplex in
recent years.

| understand the conplexity
fromfirsthand experience as Deputy
Secretary for Elections and

Administration in the Pennsyl vani a
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Departnent of State from 2015 to 2017.
In the current atnosphere plagued by

wi despread attacks on our denocratic
institutions, it's nore inportant than
ever that election offices, including
the Phil adel phia Gty Conmi ssioners,
have the fundi ng resources to nake

el ections run as snoothly as possible.
ACLU of Pennsylvania joins the Coalition
inurging Cty Council to nmake sure
there's adequate funding to conply fully
with the Federal Voting Rights Act and
to conmmit to expand | anguage
accessibility to other
nonEngl i sh- speaki ng voters.

So sone of the priority itens
that could be supported with additiona
funding i nclude additional bilingual
staff at the Gty Comm ssioner's Ofice
to support and increase their efforts to
engage the comunities in need of
| anguage assi stance. Second is enhanced
coworker training. Third is the
recrui tment and appoi nt nent of bilingual

poll workers in addition to the |oca
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interpreters that they already have.

And finally, conpetent
under st andabl e transl ation of materials
and websites is critically inportant.
It's not acceptable to just rely on
CGoogl e Translate for those efforts.
Third, we urge Phil adel phia to take the
necessary steps to serve the tens of
t housands of Phil adel phia citizens in
need of | anguage assistance to fully
engage and exercise the right to vote.
These citizens are not covered currently
under the Voting R ghts Act and yet
still deserve an accessible voting
experi ence.

Such neasures include having
el ection materials available in the nost
preval ent spoken | anguage in
Phi | adel phia, in addition to Chinese and
Spani sh. Materials include the ballot,
absentee and mail-in ballots,
instructions, signage and other vital
voter information. |In addition, |'ve
al ready tal ked about poll worker

traini ng, but enhanced poll worker
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training in areas that have substanti al
popul ati ons of voters needi ng | anguage
assi stance could go a | ong way towards
ensuring participation by these voters.
Such training could involve respectfu
and wel comi ng attitudes and greetings,
cul ture awareness and sensitivity and
the know edge that voters who are

| egal |y guaranteed and a sister of their
choice in a polling place.

As you wll hear in the next
panel, there are real people who are
experiencing | anguage barriers at the
polls. W urge City Council to take
steps to ensure that all voters have an
easy and accessi bl e voting experience.
"Il end there, but |I'm happy to answer
any gquestions you have and | invite any
Counci | mrenbers to reach out whenever if
they have questions that | may assi st
with. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOMAN PARKER:  Thank
you, Marian Schnei der for your
testi nony.

I now want to ask ny
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col | eagues, are there any questions or
comments from nenbers of the Conmittee.
Just put it in the chat, if you will.
And | see one hand.

Bef ore we proceed, | want to
ask our Mnority Leader MO inton
Leader McCinton, while you listed a
nunber of very significant itens under
the K Leroy Irvis Voting Protection Act
that you all have worked on in
Harri sburg, Leader Mcdinton, is there
anyt hing specifically that you would
identify out of that where you saw sone
sort of conpromni se or |evel of
consi stency between both sides of the
ai sle that you think there could be sone
agreenent on?

STATE REPRESENTATI VE McCLI NTON:
So this bill was just rolled out a
coupl e of weeks ago in January, Madam
Leader. And we do anticipate getting
support of course fromthe
Admi ni stration, from Governor WIf's
| egi sl ative team but even across the

aisle. The irony is that some of these
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measures were in bills that also created
barriers for people to vote. So there
was precanvassing in one of the bills
fromthe Majority Caucus, but it also

i ncluded a very limted nunber of drop
boxes per county no matter how popul ous
the county. And of course, with a
county as popul ous as ours and you go

ri ght next door to Mont Co. and Del Co.
you cannot limt the nunmber of drop
boxes just per county because the

popul ation is so dense where we live.

So it's just been a challenge thus far
because every tine there's a good idea
in one of their bills, it's coupled with
a fewideas that would linmt people's
access.

But what we are hoping to
acconplish this year, particularly
before the next fall election, is to get
a real conpromse so that we don't have
to wait weeks and days even to see who
won for United States Senate, who won
for Governor. W want to be able to

have these things in place so that our
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County election officials get the
support necessary and of course the |aw
so they can organize these nail-in
ball ots and get everything situated.
COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Thank
you, Leader Mcdinton, for that
response. | wll state that when we
have to wait and wait and wait to know
what the results are, you do feel like
it is waning on the public's confidence
in our denocratic process, so thank you

so very much for putting that on the

record

Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Thank you,
Madam Leader. | appreciate it.

And | just want to take a
moment to thank all the w tnesses on
this panel. W appreciate your expert
opinion as well as the work that you do
on a consistent basis to fight for a
denocracy. | know that there are a
nunber of other panelists and witnesses

so | don't want to be too | ong-w nded,
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but you guys have so nuch know edge t hat
| think it benefits us to be able to
hear sonme of the things that you're
wor ki ng on and recommendations as it

rel ates to how we should nove forward as
a municipality.

W' ve heard a | ot of issues
around fraud and i ssues concerni ng
peopl e around fraud with the el ections
as well as this idea of people being
forced to have a ot of their persona
i nformati on being given to parties
that's not necessarily safe. 1'm
wondering if any one of the panelists
coul d speak to that issue and the work
that you're doing in your particular
area to assure that denocracy is being
protected and our personal information

I S being protected.

M5. SCHNEI DER: | guess,
Counci | menber Thomas, | coul d take that.
Am | nut ed?

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: No, we hear
you.

MS. SCHNEI DER: So there's an

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
215-504- 4622




Conmmittee on Law and CGover nnent

2/ 15/ 2022

53

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

effort right now the |egislative
subpoena to subpoena the personally
identifying information of all 9 million
Pennsyl vani a voters, and the ACLU of
Pennsyl vani a represents | ntervener Eight
Voters as well as and the Leauge of
VWnen Voters, Make the Road Pennsyl vani a
and Common Cause Pennsyl vani a asserting
a constitutional right to privacy of
that information, specifically it's the
| ast four digits of the Social Security
nunber and the Driver's License No. that
coul d subj ect Pennsylvania voters to
identity theft or all kinds of m schief
i f people have that information coupled
w th name, address and ot her
information, so that case is pending.
But we're doing everything in our power
to protect the right to privacy of
Pennsyl vani a voters in that case.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank you.
| appreciate it.

MR. SCHM DT:  Counci | menber
Thomas, may | sinply add just to echo

one issue that Marian said was sort of
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at the heart of this that was so

i ncredi bly perverse and, that is, that
this request for all of this additional
information if you're interested in
conbating voter fraud, this personally
identifiable information is the exact

i nformati on you woul d need to conmit
voter fraud.

If you were to apply for a
mail-in ballot, you can't just request
one. To verify identity, you have to
i nclude | ast four of your Social
Security nunber or Driver's License No.
So the information, if it is givento a
third party as we understand it will be
and that third party has no experience
in auditing and no experience with
el ections, much like the ridiculous sort
of Cyber Ninja situation if you foll ow
back in Arizona, it creates a very rea
possibility not just for a breach in
peopl e's personal security and identity
theft, but also a real threat to
el ection integrity.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank you
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1 for that insight. | appreciate it.
2 My | ast question for the panel,
3 and agai n anyone can junp in and answer,
4 when we think about the issue as far as
5 | anguage access approxi nately, how nmany
6 Phi | adel phi ans do we feel |ike are not
7 able to exercise their vote because of
8 not havi ng access to a ballot that
9 particularly comuni cates the ball ot
10 information in the | anguage that they're
11 used to communicating in. And also,
12 fromour state partners, do we know
13 anything that's being done as it relates
14 to dollars that mght be coming from
15 Harrisburg or even on the federal |eve
16 to try to help offset the increase in
17 cost of elections because we know t hat
18 with things being the way they are now
19 post - coronavi rus, el ections do cost
20 significantly nuch nore.
21 So that's ny |ast question,
22 Madam Leader. And again, | want to
23 thank all the nmenbers of this panel for
24 your expert opinion and taking the tinme
25 to be here today. W definitely
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appreciate it. Thank you.

M5. SCHNEIDER: So this is
Marian. | will attenpt to answer the
nunber question. |In Decenber of 2021
when the Census released its
desi gnations, it included 150, 000
vot i ng- age Phil adel phia citizens who
woul d be covered under the existing
Spani sh and Chi nese | anguages. However,
the Coalition had done sone data
research earlier that if people that are
not covered under that 203 nunber also
is in the tens of thousands.

Now, the earlier nunbers were
47,000 to 88,000, but we really need to
study the new 2020 census data, but it's
definitely going to be in the tens of
t housands, and note that not every
| anguage i s covered under the Voting
Ri ghts Act under Section 203. So it's a
signi fi cant anmount of the popul ation.

Sol'll end there, but | will
refer the Council nenbers to the pane
that's following this who are others who

have expertise in | anguage access.
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STATE REPRESENTATI VE McCLI NTON:

"Il attenpt to answer the second part
of Counci | menber Thonas' question. The
state definitely needs to do nore to
support every single county's
significantly rising cost to hold
el ecti ons.

| don't need to tell people
here that we are currently not clear on
whet her or not there will be the Primary
on May 17th, at least for state
| egislative offices. So when you start
to tal k about noving an el ection and the
cost associated with that and of course
if we are able to precanvass and get
that into the law so that the county
el ection officials can get all of the
mail-in ballots organi zed, sorted, ready
to open when polls close. They have to
hire staff to do that, and it's not a
group of people that are currently on
their staff conplenment. So | know that
those costs will soar

So that is sonething that |I'm

prepared to join in with all of the
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advocates and of course our elected Gty
| eaders as | go back up the turnpike to
Harrisburg, we're in budget hearings
right now, to say that -- not just our
City of course, but absolutely every
County election official will say from
the County Conmi ssioner's Associ ation
that nore funding is needed fromthe
state level to nmake sure that these
rising costs are able to be paid for
because there is no slush fund in the
City Comissioner's Ofice to be able to
say, okay, well, we have to do this much
nore work so we can hire 100 people
today. It doesn't work that way. So
definitely want to continue to advocate

for nmore investnent in el ections.

COUNCI LWOVMAN PARKER:  Al, | see

your canera is on. Al Schnmidt, did you
want to add anything to that discussion?
MR SCHMDT: No. | will only
add, as Leader McCinton said, while
there mght be differences anobng
Republ i cans and Denocrats in Harrisburg,

there really isn't much different

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
215-504- 4622




Conmmittee on Law and CGover nnent 59

2/ 15/ 2022

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

bet ween Republicans and Denocratic
el ection adm nistrators across the
Commonweal th. They all want nore tine
to process nail-in ballots and all the
rest. Wiether it's a big city like
Phi | adel phia or a snall rural county,
they all want the same thing. And that
is, to count their voters' votes and to
do so expeditiously so that there isn't
an opportunity to exploit that w ndow of
ti me between when the polls close and
when we know the final results as we've
seen in 2020.

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Thank you
so very nuch.

["m nonitoring the chat,
col | eagues. Are there any questions or
comments from any other nenbers of the
Conmmttee? | can't see the hand raised
signhal, but | can see when you put it in
t he chat box.

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOMAN PARKER:  There

bei ng none, let nme thank each and every

one of you for your testinony today.
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Conmmi ssioner Omar Sabir is
having technical difficulty. So
whenever the Conmissioner is able to
join us, we will include himon whatever
panel we are on during this hearing.

Wth that being said, Rachel,
wi Il you please call the next panel to
testify on the resol ution.

THE CLERK: Yes. The next
panel in this order is Tamy Patri ck,
Karen Yar brough, Kahina Guenfoud and
Andy Toy.

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Thank
you. Tammy, are you connected and ready
to proceed? Can you hear us?

M5. PATRICK: | am Madam
Chai r.

COUNCI LWOVMAN PARKER:  Thank you
so very much. Just state your nane for
the record and feel free to proceed with
your testinony.

M5. PATRICK: Thank you. For
the record, ny nane is Tammy Patri ck
I"'ma Senior Advisor to the Elections

team at Denocracy Fund. Chair Parker
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Vi ce-Chair Green and nenbers of the
Comm ttee on Law and Gover nnent, thank
you for the invitation to speak with you
today on | anguage access for
Phi | adel phia voters who are not
proficient in English. [It's truly an
honor to be here. MW nanme is Tanmmy
Patrick and I"ma forner |ocal election
of ficial from Mericopa County, Arizona,
where | formalize and oversaw the
Language Assi stance program for over a
decade as their federal conpliance
of ficer.

| served as a Conmi ssioner on
the Presidential Commr ssion on El ection
Admi nistration or the PCEA, and |
believe partially based on that program
which we created to serve the 2 mllion
regi stered voters we had at the tine.
W were tasked by President Cbhama via
Executive Order to nmake recomendati ons
on many facets of election
adm ni stration, including the provision
of effective assistance to voters with

limted English proficiency.
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Today |I'd like to share a
coupl e of points around | anguage
assi stance. First, |anguage assi stance
is not new. Second, expansive
interpretation beyond the Voter Rights
Act is established and growi ng. Third,
the inportance of comunity invol venent.
And then lastly and by no neans | east,
the growing need in these uncertain
times. | believe these comments will
support the other testinony that you
wi Il hear here today.

So first, |anguage assi stance
is not new. Voting materials and
assi stance in other |anguages other than
Engl i sh has been common practice well
before the passage of the Voting Rights
Act. At Denocracy Fund's 2021 Language
Access for Voters Summt, M nnesota's
Secretary of State Steve Sinobn shared
that since 1896 M nnesota voters have
had access to assistance and material s
for voting in | anguages other than
Engl i sh.

When the process first started,
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the | anguages were Norwegi an, Swedi sh,
French, German and Italian. The
| anguages have changed. Now, it's
Spani sh, Hnong, Sonmali, et cetera, but
the principles are the sane, providing
citizens with the information that they
need, ensuring our conmunity has what
they need to effectively engage in the
franchise as well as the infornmed voters
is truly the sign of a healthy
denocracy. Expansive interpretation
beyond the Voting Rights Act is
est abl i shed and grow ng.

| nmentioned Secretary Sinon's
coments at the Language Access Summt
i n Decenber, and he shared that in
recent years they nore than doubl ed the
| anguages they provide fromb5 to 12.
M nneapolis, the city of M nneapolis,
provi des information in 10 | anguages,
i ncl uding Amharic, Oono and Russi an.
There are states and jurisdictions
bui | di ng upon what the requirenents are
under the Voting R ghts Act, both in

whi ch | anguages are covered as well as
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what the thresholds are for coverage for
quite sonme tinme.

California has been offering
addi ti onal | anguages outside of the four
categories listed in the Voting Rights
Act for decades. Indeed, Los Angel es
provides materials in 18 | anguages.

Sormre cities like New York City has city-
wi de prograns that include elections and
services in their prograns. Leveraging
those resources and the data coll ected
and utilized by other departnents is
critical. As a way to refine service
provisions, it can informwhere

bi li ngual support is necessary at the
polls, what | anguages are nost requested
and also it's a viable -- what viable
transl ation services are al ready under
City contract for those ever-conplicated
procurenents.

In 2021, Col orado passed new
| egislation to | ower the threshold
trigger for provider |anguage
assi stance. W know that the Census

determ nations can be problematic due to
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system ¢ undercounting as well as the
chal | enges present fromthe gathering of
| anguage data via the Anerican Comunity
Survey. So the need will nost
definitely be greater than what the data
show.

| nportance of community
i nvol verrent, el ection professionals not
only rely on each other's support and
expertise, they thrive onit. It's
wonderful to see Clerk Yarbrough here
today, and |I know that your Conmi ssi oner
and el ection staff has consulted other
adm ni strators, visited their offices
and benefited fromthose exchanges, so
truly encourage continued support of
t hose efforts.

Phi | adel phia is fortunate to
have organi zations |ike those testifying
here today to partner with on this
journey because it takes nore than one
departnent, one organi zati on, one
conmitted individual for a successful
program Col | aborative partnerships

increase the ability to correctly

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
215-504- 4622




Conmmittee on Law and CGover nnent 66

2/ 15/ 2022

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

identify the needs, assess the scale of
necessary resources to allocate and then
eval uate the quality of the transl ations
and assist in the dissem nation of
information and a solicitation of

wor kers.

Lastly, the growing need in
these uncertain tinmes: Accurate,
official and trusted information is nore
critical now than ever. W know t hat
when information deserts exist as they
do often within linited English-
proficient comunities, ms- and
disinformation find fertile ground to
grow. Wen talking to reporters about
covering elections, | often advise that
they need to know what is right so you
can tell what is wong, and it hol ds
true here for voters as well. Making
certain that all voters are getting
information that is correct and
legitimte should |l essen the traction of
anti-denocratic narratives and
confusing narratives. Thank you again

for inclusion in this hearing and | | ook
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forward to any questions that you may
have.

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Thank you
so very nuch, Tanmy, for your testinony.
W hope you can stay on once we've heard
fromall of our witnesses. |'msure ny
col | eagues wi |l have questions. So
t hank you for your testinony.

Is Clerk Karen Yarbrough,
Karen, are you connected today? Are you
with us.

M5. YARBROUGH: | am | am

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Thank you
so very nmuch. Just feel free to state
your nane for the record and proceed
wi th your testinony.

MS. YARBROUGH: Thank you,
Madam Chair and nmenbers of the
Committee. I'mthrilled to add nmy voice
to the voices you' ve already heard here
today. M nane is Karen Yarbrough and
amthe County Clerk and the El ection
Authority for Cook County. Qur area in
Subur ban Cook, we have 1.6 million

regi stered voters. And then when you
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include the Gty of Chicago, we have
over 3 mllion registered voters. M

of fice serves as one of the nobst diverse
popul ations in the country, wth al nost
35 percent of househol ds speaking a

| anguage at honme other than Engli sh.

And |'m here today to talk
about how we' ve invested in | anguage
expansi on for election ballots and
materials and how it's paying off for
us. In 2019, | was approached by a
coupl e of our County Board Conmi ssioners
and asked if it was feasible to
voluntarily add | anguages for printing
ballots and el ection materials in
certain areas where | anguage groups were
growi ng, but not quite enough to trigger
a federal mandate to offer their
| anguage.

After consulting with nmy team
and we did an eval uation of our election
software, we realized not only could we
do it, we could | everage our
voter-friendly election | aws all ow ng

vote by mail and early voting to bring
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ei ght new | anguages to all voters in
Subur ban Cook County, and that's what we
di d.

In the March 2020 Primary
El ection with COVID and everything el se
goi ng on, we piloted two new | anguages,
Korean and Tagal og, that's a Filipino
| anguage. Wth no problens that were
reported, we added six nore | anguages in
the Novenber el ection bringing our total
| anguage offerings to 12. Though we
have limted utilization data avail abl e,
it's clear that people are using this
programw th some | anguages tripling in
usage over one cycle. And | can tell
you that on Election day when | went to
sone of these areas, it was thrilling to
see sone of the new Anmericans, if you
will, who for the first time in their
life they were able to see their
| anguage on their ballot.

Now, certainly there was a | ot
of work to getting it done. The vote
program al |l owed us to hire | anguage

consultants and to work with Googl es
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Transl ate El ection programto devel op
custom machi ne | earning el ection
dictionaries, and they guarantee
accurate translation of highly technical
terms. For instance, you don't want
Denocratic party to beconme Denocratic
fiesta on your ballot. In all, it took
us about 15 nonths to inplenment and
about 650,000 in appropriations for
software for reprogramm ng, the Google
Transl at e subscription cost and the
personnel cost. Now, |'m not aware how
much it may cost you in Phil adel phia,
but I will say that we are willing to
share any and all of our data dictionary
to help other jurisdictions defray these
costs.

| finally want to say that it's
been a wonderful and rewarding
experience and it denonstrates how
governnment can actually neet people
where they are and deliver real change.
But to close, some words from | anguage
advocates. |I'maquoting Sik Sohn. He's

the President of the Korean Anerican
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1 Boys. And he said and | quote, "I am so
2 excited. This is a historical day for
3 our community. The | anguage barrier has
4 been the biggest hurdle to stop Korean
5 Arericans with limted English skills
6 fromcasting their votes. The Korean
7 ballot will break the barrier and give
8 the community a voice that has been
9 silenced for a long tine."
10 Ahm Chandi is senior counse
11 at Chicago Lawers Commttee for Cvil
12 Ri ghts and he said, My positive
13 experiences advocating for |anguage
14 access to the polls has hel ped ne
15 rei magi ne what civic participation can
16 ook like in the City of Chicago and
17 Cook County.
18 My Deputy Chief of Elections Ed
19 M chal owski is on the call today to
20 answer any questions you m ght have.
21 And thank you for giving nme this
22 opportunity to add ny voice, and |I'm
23 hopeful that you'll be successful.
24 Anyt hi ng that Cook County can do to
25 advance this initiative, we're here to
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hel p.

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Thank you
so very much, Cerk Yardbrough, for your
testinony. And again, |'msure there's
going to be sone comments and questions
after we hear from each of the nenbers
on this panel

| want to call the next w tness
we have. And pl ease correct your nane
because I"'mgoing to chop it up. Is it
Kahi na? Kahina, are you present?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Kahi na
Guenf oud.

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Ckay.
What about Andy Toy? Andy Toy, are you
connected with us?

MR. TOY: Yes. Can you hear
me?

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Yes, |
can hear you now, Andy. Please just
state your nanme for the record and
proceed with your testinony.

MR TOY: Sure. Good
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af t ernoon, Chairperson ParKker,
Vice-Chair Geen and nmenbers of City
Counci| Committee on Law and CGovernnent.
My nanme is Andy Toy and | am here on
behal f of both Citizens for Language
Access and United Voices for
Phi | adel phia. |'mhere to speak
regardi ng Resol ution No. 210657 in
support of expandi ng | anguage access and
materials in our election process.

I"'msorry that Kahina is not
here as well because she can give sone
firsthand accounting of what's going on
in places |like South Philadel phia. |
know she wote a piece that can be
shared as well. And special thanks to
Counci | person Thomas for introducing the
resol uti on and naki ng | anguage access a
personal priority, thank you again. And
t hanks to nost of those on the Conmittee
who have al ready expressed support for
this effort.

And listening today, | also
have to give thanks to everybody here

and those across the country who are
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fighting for our denocracy right now.
W all have to fight for our denocracy,
and that includes our Gty Conmi ssioners
who we sonetines disagree with or we're
pushing them but they are doing the
right thing. Comni ssioner Deel ey,
Conmi ssi oner Sabir, Conm ssioner
Bl uest ei n and Ex- Conm ssi oner Schm dt,
who we give a lot of thanks to the 2020
el ection of course.

So ny testinony is the Voting
Ri ghts Act of 1965, even while under
attack by sonme, has hel ped to protect
the fundanental rights of nmany
non-native English speakers across the
country, specifically Act -- Section
203. In Phil adel phia, the Voting Rights
Act has supported Spani sh-1|anguage
speakers, and this spring we'll add
Chi nese- | anguage speakers because the
popul ati on crossed the threshold in the
| atest census. Both will now be
required to receive critical election
materials in their native | anguages.

Qur CGtizens for Language
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Access Phil adel phia Coalition of over 66
now cl ose to 71 organi zati ons have been
nmaki ng the case for years to add
addi ti onal |anguages to go beyond these
statutory requirenents. W can reach
many nore margi nalized potential voters
as we are witnessing in nunicipalities
across the country, including Cook
County and many ot hers nentioned here.

W know that nore inforned
citizens are better-engaged citizens who
will be nore likely to vote and al so
nore likely to be actively involved in
their communities. And our core beli ef
is that to achieve equity marginalized
conmuni ties need to have their voices
heard to be truly part of the denocratic
process and to have access to resources
that often get bypassed in these
conmuni ti es.

According to the |last few
census nunbers, Philadel phia's foreign
born population is currently around 11
percent and still growing in nunbers and

percentage. If not for Philadel phia
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being a welcoming city to inmgrants --
t hank you, Mayor Kenney, to a strong
Ofice of Immigrant Affairs -- our

popul ati on and voting power would have
decreased over the past decade. And
this does not include the close to

150, 000 peopl e noving here from Puerto
Ri co, many with Spanish as their native
| anguage.

Esti mates of non-native English
speakers who are eligible to vote, and
this was done by Qur Voting is Local, as
they | ook at the census data research
and this is citizens 18 years or ol der,
are up to about close to 8,000 people.
And even at let's say half of that, if
we can get another quarter of themto
vote, that's 10,000 people. That can be
the difference in an election. And we
need these citizens to exercise this
amazing right, but we nust do nore to
hel p.

A coupl e of years ago while |
was at SEAMAAC in Sout h Phil adel phia

supporting civic engagenment efforts, we
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were able to send out a few hundred
letters with nonpartisan infornmation and
expl anations in | anguage about the
ball ot to Chinese and Vi etnanese citizen
voters. \Wen we were able to | ook back
at those registered voters, we found
that those who we reached out to in
| anguage cane out in significantly
hi gher nunbers than many other voters.
Unsur pri singly, our
col | eagues -- and we could hear this
from Cook County, |'m sure around the
country, at the Denocracy Fund -- |
found this to be true everywhere
el ection nmaterials have been provided in
| anguage. I n Philadel phia there's no
time to waste. Al of our citizens,
including historically marginalized ones
need to vote if our voices and needs as
a city are to match our population. And
i n nei ghborhoods with |arge imrgrant
and under heard and underserved
popul ation, this is hugely inportant
regardl ess of who they vote for.

In 2016, when the Gty
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purchased expensi ve new voting nachi nes,
the public was told that part of the
reason for the choice was the ease of
handl i ng many nore | anguages usi ng touch
screen technol ogy, which made us
optimstic. Three years later we're
still awaiting that promse to fulfill
the capability of these new machi nes.
What the Commissioner's Ofice
has expl ained to us and as we work
together is that there are various costs
and technical issues that nust be
overcome beyond the program and the
machi nes, and we understand that and we
are ready to help with that. What we
have | earned in our outreach to other
nuni ci palities and jurisdictions is that
there are very efficient approaches and
degrees to creating nore inclusive
systens that go beyond the machi nes
thensel ves. And we know that in Cook
County and many ot hers across the
country, including Los Angel es and ot her
cities simlar to Philadel phia, that

successful ly i npl emented prograns that
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could serve as a nodel that we can
replicate in part or wholly, we believe
Phi | adel phia as well as other nearby
jurisdictions can do this, but it takes
| eadership. It takes political will and
a comm tment of resources to take the
first steps.

I n Philadel phia, the birthpl ace
of liberty and denocracy in America, we
can and nust do better. W cannot |et
perfect be the eneny of the good because
if we do that, we'll never start down
this road of greater inclusivity and
equity. What we're asking for today is
a comm tment of resources to begin
addressing the various parts of the
process that will enable the
Conmi ssioners to nove ahead to add
| anguage so it can reach the next let's
say five largest non-native citizen
popul ati ons, because we are still
l earning fromthe inplenentation of
Chi nese, an exact anount per | anguage is
still uncertain. But we do know t hat

Cook County has told us they'll be able
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to i nplement new | anguages at around
$100, 000 per |anguage with their
target ed approach

Qur initial request to enable
t he Conmm ssioners to nove forward in
good faith would be at |east an
addi ti onal $500, 000 for up to five
| anguages, if we can get to five. Even
if we fall short of five, we would have
| earned a ot and built the
infrastructure that would nmake it easier
to expand the effort each year going
forward

W' re aski ng today because the
budget cycle is here and the conmitnent
must be now if we are to reach our goa
to have this in place by this fall.
Again, | thank you for your support and
we | ook forward to continuing to support
t he Conm ssi oners, our current
Conmi ssi oners Deel ey, Sabir and
Bluestein and the City in this inportant
effort to build a nore inclusive
denocracy that we know will result in a

broader, nore equitable and | arger voice
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for all of Philadel phia. Thank you.
COUNCI LWOMAN PARKER:  Thank you
so very nuch, Andy, for your testinony.

If you can just stay around for us until

we conclude this panel. [|'msure ny
col | eagues will have sonme comrents or
questi ons.

| now see our Comm ssioner Qmar
Sabir. He has joined us. Conmi ssioner
Sabir, are you connected and ready to
proceed?

CI TY COW SSI ONER SABI R:  Yes,
Madam Chai r.

COUNCI LWOVMAN PARKER:  Thank
you. Just state your nane for the
record and proceed with your testinony.

CITY COW SSI ONER SABI R: Sure.
City Comissioner Orar Sabir. | serve
as Vice-Chair of the County Board of
El ections for Phil adel phia County. Good
afternoon, nmenbers of City Council and
guests gathered here today. 1'd like to
take this opportunity to thank the
Conmmttee for inviting me to speak on

this nost inmportant occasion. This
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nonth we comenorate the trenmendous
contributions of Black people not only
in America, but across the world. And
as | refer to February as Bl ack History
Mont h, our people continue to nake

hi story every single day. This nation
owes us a debt that can never be repaid.
So | choose to acknow edge the
contributions of Black people al
year | ong.

Today | stand before you as an
el ected official charged with helping to
ensure that our City, one of the |argest
in the country, conduct safe, fair and
secure elections. M presence today is
even nore significant because |ess than
60 years ago | and nmany of those of you
serving in elected office were not
guar ant eed the uni npeded right to vote.
If that is not a reason to cel ebrate
Bl ack History, |I'mnot sure what is.

On January 6, 2020, | was sworn
in as City Comm ssioner of Philadel phia.
The Phil adel phia Cty Comm ssioners

consi st of a three-nenber bipartisan
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Board of Elected Oficials that oversee
el ections in Philadel phia County. |
have the honor as serving as Vice-
chairman with Chai rwoman Conmi ssi oner
Deel ey and Conmi ssioner Seth Bl uestein.
Qur charge is to ensure that
eligible voters across the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a have the opportunity to
exercise their right to vote, a critica
and fundanental pillar of our denocratic
system In 2019, the Conmonweal th of
Pennsyl vani a t ook a maj or step
forwardi ng and hel ping to ensure
eligible voters could exercise their
rights by passing Act 77, bipartisan
| egislation that dramatically expanded
mail-in voting in the 2020 el ecti on.
The bill passed w th al nost unani nous
Republ i can support. But since forner
President Trunmp in a loss in 2020, the
bill has come under fire from many of
those who voted in favor of its passage.
As elected officials, it
boggles ny mind that those want to make

it nore difficult for eligible Americans
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1 to vote. In the 2021 general el ection,

2 | and ny fell ow Comri ssioners were

3 tasked with carrying out an el ection

4 that was the first of its kind in

5 Phi | adel phia as over 1 nmillion

6 regi stered voters. To show you the

7 success of Act 77 in 2021, in the face

8 of an ongoi ng pandeni ¢ nore than 230, 000

9 voters cast their ballots and about

10 one-third were cast by mail.

11 Despite these unprecedent ed
12 circunstances, we were able to fulfil

13 our duty to guarantee every |egal ball ot
14 was counted and the voices of our

15 comunity were heard. Despite unfounded
16 accusations and lies to the contrary,

17 this was one of the nbst pure el ections
18 ever held. It was reviewed legally,

19 audited and certified without fraud or
20 falsity. As a requirenent by state | aw,
21 a recount was triggered in the
22 Commonweal th Court race as part of that
23 recount, our machi nes were recali brated
24 and swapped to recount the votes. The
25 results did not change which confirned
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the safe and secure nature of our
procedures. W succeeded in conplying
with the election code, sonething we
never doubted woul d be the case.

As City Conm ssioner, it is ny
job to administer our elections
ethically, effectively and in accordance
with federal and state voter
registration and election |laws. Wthout
question, our doubt of elections are
adm ni stered and conducted fairly in
conpliance with the law. | am an
official sworn to and entrusted with
guardi ng the sanctity and |l egitimcy of
the vote. That is a responsibility and
honor | take w th utnost seriousness.

But as an African American
whose peopl e have a history of being
di senfranchi sed sinply because of our
race, ny conmmtnent to ensuring that
every eligible voter has the opportunity
to exercise their vote, it is also a
personal commitnent. Be assured in our
representati ve denocracy, our vote is

our voice and that voice nust be heard.
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And the words of the late
Congressnman and Civil Rights icon John
Lewis, "The vote is precious. It is
al nost sacred. It is the nost powerful
nonvi ol ent tool we have in our
denocracy. W nust practice voter
accountability and fight against voter
apathy. Qur time is now." Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Thank you
so very much, Conmi ssioner Orar Sabir
for your testinmony. And if you could
just stay with us just in case any of
our coll eagues have any comrents or
questi ons.

One of our witnesses | see has
tenmporarily joined us. Kahina Guenfoud,
correct me if | nispronounce your nane.
But Kahi na, are you with us? Are you
connect ed?

M5. GUENFOUD: Yes. Hi,
everyone. Sorry to join alittle bit
late. Sorry for that.

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Sure. No
probl em Kahi na, just state your nane

for the record and proceed with your
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2/ 15/ 2022
testi nony.
MS. GUENFOUD: kay. M name
is Kahina Quenfoud. I'mgoing to

(i naudi ble). GCkay. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  You can
proceed with your testinony, Kahina.

M5, GUENFOUD: Yes. So ny nane
Is Kahina. | work at SEAMAAC. SEAMAAC
is a non-profit organization |located in
Sout h Phi | adel phia founded in 1984, work
with immgrants with different services.
My role at SEAMMAC is |'mthe Literacy
and Digital Access Coordinator. |I'man
imigrant as well and working with
imrgrants. Under ny program | have the
Ctizenship Program so | fill the
applications and prepare inmmgrants to
get just citizenship fromnulti-Iingual
conmmunities. So nyself, | can speak --
I"'mmulti-language |ike four |anguages,
i ncl udi ng Berber, French, Arabic and
Engl i sh.

So according to ny experience
and the feedback that | receive fromny

clients, even if they get their
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citizenship, they prepare for the
citizenship but they still can't
understand English. They can't make
decisions in English. They can't vote
even if they are Anmerican citizens,
because they said that we can't
contribute to the decision of this
country. W can't nake deci sions
because we can't understand everything
in the Anerican political systemor in
the voting system because of the

| anguage and it's different fromtheir
native country. So that's why many of
our inmmgrants, our clients, are w shing
to have other |anguages in the voting
system Because they understand
English, a little bit English, they
prepare, they learn by hard the answers
for the interview, but they can't think
in English. They can't feel in English,
so they need sonmeone to explain in their
native | anguage so they can contribute
the decision and they say that voting is
very inmportant because you are

contributing in the future of this
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nation, so that's why they ask for --
they wi sh they have all the |anguages.
COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Kahi na,
thank you so very much for your
testi nony.
| now want to ask ny
col | eagues, are there any questions or
comments from nmenbers of the Commttee
for this panel, and renenber -- Chair
recogni zes Counci | menber Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank you,

Madam Chair. |'mnot sure if nenbers of
the Committee who had questions. | do
apol ogi ze. | know that I'mtechnically

a guest of the Committee so, Madam
Chair, | appreciate the opportunity to
engage in dialogue, and | appreciate all
the expert w tnesses and testinony.

| do want to say for the
record, again deep appreciation to
Conmi ssi oner Sabir and the work that the
Conmmi ssioner's O fice has done as well
as former Comm ssioner Schmdt. There
was ot her testinony that was submtted

today that's been placed on the record
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by ot her Commi ssioners, and we
appreciate themas well too.

One of the issues that's been
raised significantly is this issue
rel ated to | anguage access. W heard
sone of the nunmbers. W listened to
some of the expert testinony. |'mjust
wondering fromthe perspective of the
experts that are on the call right now,
what el se do you feel |ike has not been
covered as it relates to what we need to
know on the legislative side as it
rel ates to | anguage access and the
i mportance of us noving on this
initiative right now?

And |'I1l just open that up to
any one of the panelists because again a
ot of information has been
conmuni cated. |'mpretty sure you've
been able to also hear sone information
fromone another. W know that this is
a really inportant issue and we are
going to try to do our best as it
relates to the legislative side to

ensure that we get this right.
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We know that it's going to cost
nmoney. | heard M. Toy comrunicate that
specific initiative -- | mean, specific
task on our end in his testinony. But
based on everything that we' ve heard
today, |'m wondering what holes still
need to be filled and what is it that we
need to know. And that question is open
for any of the nenbers of this
particul ar panel.

CITY COW SSI ONER SABI R |
know we (inaudible). One of the things
that maybe coul d possi bly be assistance
to us as well is the universities. They
all have different |anguage access as
well, so maybe a partnership with the
universities and maybe t he enbassies. |
know t hey may can assist with sone of
the | anguage barriers, which woul dn't
even cost resources. That's basically
political. So maybe hel ping us out, the
enbassi es and the universities could
maybe potentially assist with sone of
the | anguage barriers.

MR, TOY:. Just a quick note,
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along those lines in the past we have
hel ped -- different organi zati ons have
hel ped to at | east nake sure that we're
not saying party when we nean fair and
when we nean party. What was that, the
Denocratic party. It's not a party,
party. It's an organization. So, yeah
we have people that can help with that
too. So happy to provide sone resource
t here.

And | would just say | think
what's done in other places is a grow ng
kind of thing. W start smaller. W're
not going to get to 100 percent right
off the bat. But if we can build froma
dat abase of people who speak let's say
Russian and in a couple of years, you
pretty rmuch have nost of those people,
but the first year you m ght not get
nost of them But if you never start,
you'l | never get anywhere.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Rea
briefly, if soneone fromthe Cook County
side just out of curiosity, can you --

MR. M CHALOWSKI :  Hel | o.
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COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Hey. Rea
quick, if you could state your name for
the record and just talk to us a little
about the cost because we hear the
reoccurring issue of cost. Can you talk
tous alittle bit about cost on your
end and how much do you spend in your
county per constituent? Gve us an idea
of your denographic and hel p us
understand a little bit about the fiscal
side of how you inplenment this for your
particul ar constituents.

MR. M CHALOWSKI: Sure. Thank
you. M nane is Ednond M chal owski. |
work for Cerk Yarbrough as the Deputy
Cl erk managi ng the El ections Departnent.
And in the first inplenentation stage,
we spent $650,000. And one of the key
I ssues that you have to realize when you
begin a programlike this is the
conmuni cation within the respective
technol ogi es that you're going to
enpl oy. Everything from your voter
equi pnrent to the poll books, they have

to be on par with what your objectives
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So for us for the 3 mllion
voters wi thin Chicago and Suburban Cook
County, every tine you go to the polls
at any of the 4,000 election sites on
El ection day or the hundred early voting
sites in the aggregate, every | anguage
is on every ballot both spoken so people
can hear it if they can't read it, and
it's translated on the touch screen. So
really for us, making sure certain that
all of the technol ogies are within reach
of what they can do and staying on top
of it.

When we thought about this, and
["1l digress very briefly, Aristotle
defined inertia as notions in a void.
When | | ook at denocracy, | |ook at
Phi | adel phia as the definition of what
inertia is for denbcracy. So whatever
we can do for you, we're going to be
there. Whether it's our spreadsheets
and docunentation or whatever it is,
we're there, because you guys really led

the charge on denocracy. And whatever
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we can do to support you, we're here for
you.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Thank you,
Madam Chai r.

| don't think I can nmake a
better closing statenment than the one
that was just communicated right there.

So thank you to everybody on this panel.

Thank you, Madam Chair. And to

menbers of this Cormittee, | appreciate
the | everage and asking a few questions
to this particular panel. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Thank
you, Council menber Thonas, again for
your | eader shi p.

I will ask now are there any
ot her questions or comments from nenbers
of the Cormittee for this panel?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVMAN PARKER:  Ckay.
There bei ng none, Rachel, will you
pl ease call the next panel to testify.

THE CLERK: Yes. Alison
Perel man and Marc Meredith.

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Al'i son
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Al'ison Perel man, are you connected and
ready to proceed? Can you hear us?

MS. PERELMAN: | can hear and
see you. Can you see ne?

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER: Can't see
you now. Just keep talk -- now, | can
see you. Thanks so nmuch for being with
us today. Just please state your nane
for the record and feel free to proceed
wi th your testinony.

M5. PERELMAN:  Thanks so nuch
So good afternoon, nmenbers of Council
Thank you, Council nenber Parker, and
thank you to Council nenber Thomas for
inviting me to participate here today.
I"'mgoing to -- My nane is Ali Perel man
I''mthe Executive Director of
Phi | adel phia 3.0, and |'mhere to
conment on Resol ution No. 210657 calling
for the exploration of ballot
randomi zat i on.

So | don't want to waste fol ks
time today delving into the details.
Everyone hear knows how the current

system wor ks whereby valid position is
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assigned by the drawing of lots froma
coffee can. And | think everyone
recogni zes that there are inevitable
shortcom ngs as a function of operating
under such an anachronistic system and
I'"'mhere today to share that there are
some very sinple and legally permssible
ways that the City of Phil adel phia can
random ze its ballot, which would
significantly reduce ballot position
effects and nmake our elections fairer.
In short, it would help resolve the
probl emthat at present, candi dates can
gain or | ose thousands of votes as the
function of a coffee can, which doesn't
seemterribly fair to ne.

So today in ny testinmony | want
to share three reasons why we shoul d
shift to a sinple random zed
alternative. The first is that ball ot
random zati on increases the |evel of
denocracy in elections, particularly in
large fields and | ow salient elections.
(I naudi bl e) doesn't burden voters. And

the third is that ball ot randonm zation
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can be easily achieved in a way that
doesn't burden the City Comm ssioners.

So on the first point
random zing the ballot to nake el ections
nore denocratic: So many of us on this
Teans today work to try to inprove
access to the ballot, and that work is
typically focused on renoving the
barriers that exist for eligible voters
to cast a vote. This working franchise
is voters, and it's obviously and
critically inportant. However,
denocracy works in the inverse direction
too, that is, the nechanics of our
el ection system ought to provide al
candi dates for office with the sane
| evel of access to all voters once those
voters have reached the voting booth.

It was not so along ago in
Phi | adel phia that the arrangenent, the
orientation of candi date nanmes on the
bal | ot was used to advantage particul ar
candi dates at the expense of others.
While that practice is no |onger at

i ssue, the fundanental problemrenains.
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Sone candi dates have better access to
voters as a function of where they
appear on the ballot than others do.

Bal | ot randomi zation clearly
matters nore in sonme elections as
opposed to others. Elections which are
hi gh salient and | ow candi date count,
like the Mayor's, DA and Controller, are
very unlikely to be influenced by the
ordering of the candidates' nanes.

Conversely, ballot position is
likely to play a naterial role in
outcone of elections in races where
there are many candidates, like for Gty
Council At-Large or and even nore so,
and this is less the purview of this
panel but | wanted to raise it here,
races for judges, particularly Comon
Pl eas.

Jonat han Tannen, who is a
researcher who lives in Wst
Phi | adel phia, did an analysis in 2016
for Econsult where he found that Cormon
Pl eas candi dates who draw a bal | ot

position in the top left nost portion of
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the ballot triple their vote count as a
result of their advantageous ball ot
position. |In short, election results
anal ysis denonstrate that ball ot
position advantages a snal| nunber of

| ucky candi dat es whil e di sadvantagi ng a
| arger pool of unlucky candidates in
races with bigger fields.

Point 2, we can randoni ze
ballots in a way that does not nake it
harder to vote. Voting is made easier
by havi ng each candi date assigned a
bal | ot nunmber on a fixed ballot. These
two factors, the ballot nunber and the
fixed ballot, will allow the voter to
review a sanple ballot in advance of
voting and allow that voter to easily
identify her preferred candi dates by
bal I ot number once she's in the poll.

There are clear strengths to
this current system And however it is
that we choose to random ze the ball ot
nust be wei ghed agai nst those strengths.
Any reforms to this system which nmake it

harder for soneone to vote should not be

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
215-504- 4622




Conmmittee on Law and CGover nnent 101

2/ 15/ 2022

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

seriously considered.

In order to random ze the
ball ot, we nust determ ne how to
preserve the advantages of a fixed
ballot with ball ot nunbers, while
nm nimzing the di sadvant ages of | uck-
based ball ot position assignnent. And
we can do that by random zing the ball ot
across, for exanple, Wards or Council
Districts. |In this scenario, a voter
woul d be the sane ballot as his or her
ward or council district and that ball ot
woul d be fixed with fixed ball ot
nunbers. Those voters could review
their ballot in advance and know whi ch
bal I ot numbers correspond with their
preferred candidate. So fromthe
voter's perspective, the experience of
voting would be nearly identical to what
they' re used to now.

Candi dates woul d have to
slightly nodify their practices by
produci ng ward or district-specific
conmuni cations |ike mail pieces and pal m

cards, but this would be all together a
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1 pretty lowcost shift and it will be
2 principally adm nistrative. But these
3 candi dates as a result of having to bear
4 this | ow cost would benefit, and the
5 benefit would be significant.
6 I n anot her anal ysi s, Jonat han
7 Tannen found that random zing ballots
8 across wards elimnates over 75 percent
9 of the ballot position effect. That's
10 huge. And Point 3 -- in short, we can
11 random ze across smaller units |ike
12 wards or districts. This would help
13 voters by retaining the benefits of our
14 current fixed ballot systemand help
15 candi dates by drastically reducing the
16 cost of the ballot position effect.
17 So Point 3 finally, we can do
18 t he random zed ballots in a way that
19 doesn't make it harder for
20 Conmi ssioners. So when we tal k about
21 random zi ng the ballot, the question
22 ultimately becomes one of election
23 adm ni stration, can the Conm ssi oners
24 actually do this, is it legal, is it
25 practical, is it within their budget.
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Current election [aws sinply
requires the drawing of lots to assign a
bal |l ot position, but this | aw does not
require that the ot correspond in any
particular way to the ball ot position
once any way that is predeterm ned. So
I"mjust going to share sort of two
exanpl es of ways that this ball ot
random zati on m ght worKk.

The first is that we random ze
across Council Districts. So each
Council District would have its own
random nunber generator, which would
produce the ballot ordering for let's
say At-large candidates in that
district. And Council nenbers woul d draw
a |l ot which would correspond to their
pl ace in each of those 10 Counci
District specific ballots.

Another way to do it if we want
to randomi ze by ward would be to say
that we woul d produce a random ordering
of the ballot position, and that random
ordering would start, for example, in

the 1st Ward. And for every ward after
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that, going into Ward 2, 3, 4, et
cetera, every ballot position would just
nove one nunber down. There are plenty
of ways to do this, and I'm happy to
answer a | ot of questions about this.
It really is very sinple and that is for
folks who are feeling alittle weary
about the technical capabilities we
woul d need to do this, | would just
reconmend Googl i ng random nunber
generator so you can see how this works.

Thi s randoni zati on process
rai ses some questions about
practicality, but fortunately nost of
the recent changes to our election
systemwork in the direction that hel ps
us to random ze ballots. Qur voting
nmachi nes have the capability to
random ze and mail ballots and sanple
ballots are already personalized to the
di vi sion | evel

Finally, there may be an
addi tional financial cost to this
process, but it is likely to be m ninma

particularly after the first cycle and
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1 we get used to this. 1In short, the
2 Conmmi ssioners are within the law to
3 random ze the ballot and have the
4 capacity and the budget to handl e the
5 shift. The coffee can is idiosyncratic
6 and it's quirky, but it is not good for
7 a denocracy. It's like the sorting hat.
8 It just happens to sort candidates into
9 two houses. One house which gives you
10 votes and one house which takes votes
11 away. There are very sinple and
12 straightforward ways to fix this problem
13 and allow all candi dates equal access to
14 voters. Thank you and |'m happy to
15 answer any questions.
16 COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Thank
17 you, Ali Perelman, for joining us. |If
18 you will just stay connected with us and
19 allow us to get through our fina
20 witness on this panel. W'II|l then open
21 it up for questions fromny coll eagues.
22 Marc Meredith, are you
23 connected and ready to proceed?
24 MR. MEREDI TH:  1'm here.
25 COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Thank
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you, Marc. Feel free to state your nane
for the record and proceed with your
t esti nony.

MR. MEREDI TH:  Good afternoon.
My nane is Marc Meredith. And as a
constituent, | want to begin by thanking
the Phil adel phia Cty Council for
hol di ng hearings on the inportant issues
of offering election materials in
addi ti onal | anguages, ball ot
random zati on and hol di ng safer and nore
secure elections. | also really
appreci ate the opportunity to testify on
these topics because they are al
related to the research that | conduct
as part of ny job as an Associate
Prof essor of Political Science at the
University of Pennsylvania. Finally, |
want to thank the students in ny class
adm ni stering elections that |'m
currently teaching for letting ne pause
the class for a fewmnutes so | can
share these thoughts with you

The witten testinony that |

subm tted establishes the following five
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points related to the issues at hand:
First, holding a safe and secure
el ection requires that when an eligible
Phi | adel phi an casts a ballot, that
ballot is counted. Second,
Pennsyl vani a's current rul es about what
disqualifies a nmail ballot from being
counted threaten the ability to hold
safe and secure elections. Third,
i nvesting resources in ballot curing
satellite mail ballot offices and
i nformati onal canpaigns will reduce the
nunber of disqualified mail ballots.

Four, key election nmaterials
shoul d be available in nore | anguages
than the three mandated by the Voting
Ri ghts Act and suppl enented with video
content when possible. And finally,
war d- based rotations of ballot ordering
will help ensure that no candi date w ns
or loses office entirely based on their
bal | ot position.

In the interest of time, | wll
focus ny oral testinony on points of

action that | hope the Cty Council
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consi ders when discussing these issues.
While the City Council doesn't have the
power to change mail balloting rules, it
can invest resources to reduce the

di senfranchi si ng consequences of them
First, funds should be provided to
identify and correct mail ballots when
clerical errors that -- funds should be
provided to identify and correct mail
ballots with clerical errors that may
cause themto be rejected.

When a clerical error is
identified before Election day, the
voter can renedy the situation by
correcting it or by canceling that nai
bal | ot and voting again either by mai
or in person. So the voter can only do
this if they're made aware of the
problem | recomrend nore resources be
allocated to identify problematic mai
ballots and informvoters about themin
atinmely way.

Money can al so be invested in
things that reduce the incidence of

clerical errors in the first place.
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When soneone votes at an inperson mail
balloting site, election workers can
hi ghl i ght potential issues and answer
guestions that the voter m ght have
about the process. Consistent with
this, my analysis shows that voters who
cast an inperson nmail ballot at one of
the satellite election offices in 2020
were less likely to cast a naked ball ot
than voters who received their ballot in
the mail.

Direct mail can also be a
hel pful tool for informng voters about
the process of mail balloting. Al ong
with sone coll eagues at Penn and the
Mayor's OFfice, | evaluated the benefits
of sending followup instructiona
postcards to register and to request the
mai | ballot in 2020. CQur results showed
that people sent a postcard were | ess
likely to have their mail ball ot
cancell ed as well as being nore likely

to return their mail ballot quickly.

Thus, | recommend that the City

Commi ssioners be provided the resources
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that they need to operate satellite
el ections offices and informational
canpai gns targeted at peopl e who have
requested mail ballots. [|I'm
particularly concerned about the
potential for Pennsylvania' s nmail
balloting rule to disenfranchise
Phi | adel phians with [imted English
ability.

My research suggests that
nei ghbor hoods with high proportions of
non- Engl i sh speakers are nore likely to
cast mail ballots that do not ultimtely
count. Wiile the Voting Rights Act
mandat es that communi cation be in three
| anguages, English, Spanish and
Mandarin, | recommend that Phil adel phia
identifies key materials |ike mai
ball ot instructions that could be
provi di ng sone additional |anguages that
are spoken by a substantial nunber of
our citizens.

My research shows that direct
mai | can be a good way to communi cate

with potential voters. | suspect to
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havi ng high quality video content in
many | anguages about both the nmail and
i nperson voting processes mght even be
nore i npactful.

Finally, I want to offer ny
support for a ward-based rotation of
ball ot ordering in primary and
nonparti san el ections so that candi dates
do not have the sane position all
ballots city-wide. | have nultiple
research papers denonstrating that
bal | ot order influences how peopl e vote.
Much of the data that |'ve used to
conduct these studies cone from Ohio,
whi ch provides one illustration of how
the ballot rotation can be done.
Precincts within a county are ordered.
In the 1st precinct of the county,
candi dates in each race are |listed on
the ballot in al phabetical order based
on their last nane. |In the 2nd
precinct, the first candidate in
al phabetical order is rotated to the
| ast ballot position with all other

candi dat es noved up one position
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Studi es estimate the effect of
bal | ot positioning and vote outcone by
conpari ng the sane candi dates next year
when they were listed in different
bal | ot positions. They generally show
that the sane candi date gets the npst
votes when they're listed first on the
ball ot and fewest when they're listed in
one of the mddle positions. This is
particularly true when voters can't rely
on party cues to determ ne who they want
to support such as in a primary
el ecti on.

For exanpl e, one study that |
aut hored found that in about 1 in every
20 California School Board of Gty
Counci|l elections which are nonparti san,
the first-listed candi date won the
el ection they woul dn't have won had they
been listed in a different ball ot
position.

I f Phil adel phia were to
i mpl ement ballot rotation, | think it
woul d make sense for a rotation to | ook

sonething like Chio's, except that the
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rotation woul d be done at the Ward | evel
instead of the Ward division |evel. |
see the nost inportant feature of a
ball ot ordering policy is that it
ensures that no candi date wins or |oses
office entirely based on their ball ot
position, which is not the case in the
current system

Whi | e war d-based rotation wll
not nmake it so candi dates appear in each
ball ot position with the exact sane
frequency, it should ensure that no
candi date's chance of winning will be
significantly changed by their ball ot
position. Moreover, ward-based rotation
has two potential advantages over ward
di vi si on-based rotati on.

First, it will be logistically
sinpler for election admnistrators to
i npl ement. Second, it will be easier
for candidates to inform supporters
about where they will be | ocated on the
ball ot, when they will be in the sane
ball ot every division and ward. In

conclusion, | want to thank again the
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City Council for their invitation to
testify on these inportant issues, and |
| ook forward to answeri ng any questions
that you nay have.

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Thank you
so very nmuch, Ai and Marc, for, your
testi nony.

Let me ask ny coll eagues are
there any comments or questions from
menbers of the Committee or the chief

sponsor of the resolution Council menber

Thomas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank you,
Madam Chai r.

And | just want to thank this
panel for their testinony. | think it

was very informative and it puts us in a
position where we really have to
brai nstorm what we do --
(Background interruption.)

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: | 'm sorry.
Somebody has --

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Excuse
nme -- | think they caught it,

Counci | menber Thonms.
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COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  So agai n,
just want to thank this panel. | think
when you think about the issue -- and
just one quick coment and then |'I1
pass it back to you, Madam Chair, and
ot her menbers of the issue.

Just when you think about the
i ssue and the inpact that these
el ections have, it matters
significantly. So |I'm wondering based
on the work that you' ve done and sone of
the roons that you've been in, the
di al ogues that you've been a part of,
what's the downsi de of ball ot
random zati on?

W heard a | ot of the
positives. W heard a nunber of
different ways that it can be done. And
| heard the exanpl e about the GChio
el ection where we've seen it take place.
I mwonderi ng what the counterargunent
I S.

And then after, Madam Chair,
"Il pass it back to you. And | just

want to say thank you to everybody again
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for your patience today and for taking
the time to do a deep dive into issues
that we know we really need to explore
and continue the dialogue as it relates
to the work that we need to do as

| egislators to ensure that we have fair
and proper elections here in the Cty of
Phi | adel phia. Thank you.

M5. PERELMAN. | nean, [|'1]
start. The downside is pretty nopdest.
And | think that we both probably heard
today, it's just that candi dates who
typically would have to, for exanple
send out a single nail piece to all
voters if they're running for exanple
for an At-large seat, would in this
scenari o have to send out Ward- or
Council District-specific mail pieces to
account for the fact that they're in a
different ballot position depending on
ward or district. Really it's an
adm ni strative cost nore than it is a
financial cost, and it's sonething the
peopl e runni ng canpai gns woul d get used

to quite quickly. It's a very nodest
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shift.

Fromthe voter's perspective,
really it's exactly the same. A voter
won't notice anything different. And
I"'msure there will be again like a
fairly nodest learning curve within the
Conmmi ssioner's Ofice, but we have the
technology to do it.

And we already are
personalizing so many of the materials
that the voters get. Like the mai
ballots that we receive are personalized
down to the division |l evel anyway, so
this would require that there will be
sone additional |evel nuance to the
materi al s.

COUNCI LWOVMAN PARKER:  Marc, do
you want to add anyt hi ng?

MR. MEREDI TH:  No, | think
Alison sunmed it up well. | think in
some places the inplenmentation night be
harder. But because we al ready do so
many Ward division offices here, | think
the chal l enges you have to prove every

type of ballot that you conme up with and
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nmake sure it's right, but we already
have to do that in Philadel phia because
we have so nmany very |l ocalized el ections
that it's not like we're using the same
ballot for the whole city in the first
place. | agree with Ali that there's
some potential learning curve on this,
but | think it can be |earned very

qui ckl y.

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Thank you
both for your testinony.

Let ne just ask one last tine
for nmy coll eagues, are there any
questions or coments from nenbers of
the Commttee for this panel?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER: | don't
see anything in the chat. Hearing no
further questions, we want to thank you
both for being here.

W will now take a brief break
to ensure that nenbers of the public are
connected to testify. W want to take a
qui ck break to ensure that nenbers of

the public are connected to testify.
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Thank you all so very much for your
pati ence.

COUNCI L TECH SUPPORT: Madam
Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Yes.

COUNCI L TECH SUPPORT: We have
one public participant that joined
Teanms, so | don't think we're going to
need to break today.

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Ckay.

Al right.

COUNCI L TECH SUPPORT:  Thank
you.

THE CLERK: Are the other two
on the |ine?

COUNCI L TECH SUPPORT: They are
going to be called in one by one.

COUNCI LWOVMAN PARKER:  Thank you
so very much.

Rachel, will you please cal
the first public commenter we have to
speak on the resolution.

THE CLERK: Al -Sharif Nassef.

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Good

afternoon. Al -Sharif, are you connected
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and ready to proceed?

MR. NASSEF: Good afternoon.
Yes, ma'am Can you hear ne?

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Yes, we
can hear you well. Just state your nane
for the record and feel free to proceed
wi th your testinony.

MR. NASSEF: Thank you. M
name is Al -Sharif Nassef. |1'mthe
Pennsyl vani a Canpai gn Manager for All
Voting is Local. W're a collaborative
canpai gn of the | eadership conference
and rights, American's |largest civil
rights coalition of over 200 nationa
organi zations. And we work on |oca
advocacy year-round to prevent barriers
to voting before they happen. W work
to protect our denocracy and to uphold
voting rights for every American

On behal f of Citizens for
Language Access, which is a team of over
70 leading local immgrant rights,
voting rights and good gover nnment
groups, I'd like to thank Council man

Thomas for his | eadership and all the
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cosponsors of Resolution 210657 for
hosting this inmportant conversation,
especially as it pertains to | anguage
access in voting.

| did want to direct the
attention of the Council nenbers to two
docunents that |'ve submtted for the
record on behal f of our coalition. The
first is aletter fromthe 70-plus
organi zati ons echoing our call for
| anguage access fundi ng and
i mpl ement ati on support. And the second
is an op-ed we subnmitted to the
Phi | adel phi a I nquirer

| just want to reenphasize sone
of the points that have been nade today.
(I'naudi bl e) and the fact that Anerica's
greatest strength is its diversity, and
that includes |anguages that we speak.
And we really | ook forward to working
with the City of Philly, the Cty
Commi ssi oners, the Departnent of State
to ensure that | anguage is not a barrier
to exercising our fundanental freedomto

vote, which is a cornerstone of our
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cherished denocratic process, and really
work to nmeet the needs of Philly's

di verse and vi brant community who speak
ot her | anguages.

And | just want to enphasi ze
the point that this is not something new
that Philadel phia is doing. |If we go
back to the founding of the 13 original
col oni es, we got Dutch speakers, French
speakers, German speakers. And even
just a few blocks away fromCity Hal
when the Continental Congress, someone
made a proposal to nake English the
of ficial |anguage of the United States,
and that was quickly shot down by the
rest of the Congress, the denocratic
threat of individual liberty.

And so, fromthe very origin of
our country, Americans hailed from all
different parts of the world spoke nany
| anguages. And of course, the Native
Anerican stewards, the noble tribesnen
of the | and spoke dozens of different
| anguages. And | think we fastforward

to 2019 and we spend mllions of dollars
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on these new voting machi nes and t hey
can accommopdate up to 12 | anguages,
nmaybe even nore. And just want to
reiterate the call that we need the
fundi ng and support of the City of
Phi | adel phia to make good on the
i nvestnent that Phil adel phia made in
t hese voting machi nes and fund offici al
election materials in at |east six
different additional |anguages beyond
the bare mnimumrequirenents of federa
| aw.

And finally I'"lIl end with this
point, which is former Georgia
| egi slator and the Voting Rights
Activist Stacey Abrans credits nuch of
her success in changing Ceorgia's
political |andscape to grassroots
outreach to fast-grow ng APl and
i migrant communities that are often
over| ooked.

So here in Phil adel phia which
is the cradle of Anmerican denocracy can
play a pivotal role in both state and

federal elections. W hope our |eaders
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can work together and invest in voting
equity to ensure that voters in
margi nal i zed conmunities are fully
engaged, have every opportunity to cast
a ballot and enjoy a snooth and

wel conmi ng voting experience. | want to
t hank everyone for the opportunity to be
heard and we | ook forward to working

wi th you.

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:

Al -Sharif, | just wanted to note for the
record and for the benefit of the public
the two docunents from Al -Sharif, they
have been circulated to all nenbers of
the Commttee and they have been given
to our stenographer so that they can be
put on the record.

In addition to that,
Commi ssi oners Bl uestein and Deel ey al so
submtted witten testinony and that has
been put on the record as well. So
Al -Sharif, thank you so very much for
your testinony today.

Let me ask Rachel and/or our

Tech team is our next public conmenter
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queued?
THE CLERK: It should be Jean
or Guilluame or Jedn -- |'mnot sure how
you pronounce it -- Guilluarne.

MR, GUI LLUAME: Hell o.

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Hi .
Pl ease state your nane for the record
and fill free to proceed with your
testi nony because we don't want to chop
up your nane.

MR, GUI LLUAME: M nane is Jean
GQuilluame and I'ma comrunity organi zer
for the Haitian community. Thank you
for inviting nme. This is ny first tine
testifying, although | didn't prepare
anyt hi ng because | got the invite very
late. But |'ve been trying to organize
the Haitian community for the |ast six
years, and this year we wanted to take
10, 000 nore Haitians who (i naudible),
but nost of the problens that we've
encountered in the Haitian conmunity is
the | anguage situation

Most of the Haitians don't know

how to speak English, especially the
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ol der folks. And unfortunately, sone of
them al so don't know how to read. So
havi ng Haitians that speak Creole at the
poll as a poll worker and al so
translations at the ballot in Creole,
that would really help Haitians
participate in the voting process. So
|'ve been listening to you guys and |I'm
very glad you guys take that to heart
and to nmaking sure all comunities are
heard. So thank you for the effort.
Hopeful Iy, you guys can make this a
reality because it will be a trenendous
opportunity for a lot of Haitians who
participate and to exercise their
civility. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Jean
thank you so very mnuch for your
testinony here today. W appreciate
your participation.

MR, GUI LLUAME: Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  You're
wel come.

Rachel, will you pl ease cal

the next public comrenter we have to
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speak on the resol ution.

THE CLERK: Yes. The next and
| ast public comenter is Josephys
Dafils. Again, | may be m spronouncing
it alittle bit.

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Josephys,
are you connected and ready to proceed?

(No response.)
COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Hel | 0?
(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Let's

gi ve our Tech team a second here.
(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  For
nmenbers of the viewi ng public, we are
now attenpting to connect wi th our
public comenter and we have to dial
theminto our session. So we want to
say a special thank you to each of you
for your patience while our Techni cal
team attenpts to nake a connection. W
want to ensure that those who are
schedul ed to express their perspective
have the opportunity to participate.

COUNCI L TECH SUPPORT: Madam
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Chair, it seenms that we cannot connect
with the public participant.

COUNCI LWOVMAN PARKER:  Ckay.
VWhat we will do for the final person who
was schedul ed to give a public comrent
today on the resolution is that we wll
all ow that person to submt their
comrents in witing and we will ensure
that it beconmes an official part of the
public record and included for this
resol ution.

Let ne ask right now for the
record is there anyone el se here to
testify on the resol ution whose nane has
not yet been call ed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Heari ng
none, before we actually concl ude the
heari ng, the chief sponsor Council menber
| sai ah Thonmas, Council nenber Thonms, are
there any cl osing remarks or comments
that you wanted to nmake before we
concl ude the hearing?

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  No, thank

you, Madam Chair. | just want to again
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thank you for your |eadership and ny
col | eagues as well, menbers of this
Committee, for bearing with us and bei ng
a part of this inportant conversation,
and of course thank all the experts and
panelists and those who have |ived
experiences with this issue who continue
to advocate and fight.

Just know that we're listening
and we're brainstorming froma
| egi sl ati ve perspective of what we can
do and how can we make it easier for
everybody to have and participate in
fair and accessible elections here in
the City of Phil adel phia.

Thank you, Madam Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Thank you
so very mnuch, Council menber Thonmas. A
| ot of great information put on the
record here today.

There being no one el se here to
testify on this resolution, this
concl udes the business of the Committee
on Law and Government today. This

public hearing is recessed to the call
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of the Chair. | want to thank you all
so very much for your participation and
have a great afternoon.

And to our Tech team and all of
our staff menbers, thank you for making
this possible. Have a great day.

COUNCI LMAN GREEN:  Thank you,
Madam Chair. G eat hearing.

COUNCI LWOVAN PARKER:  Thank
you.

(Commttee on Law and

Governnent concluded at 3:04 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

I, hereby certify that the
proceedi ngs and evi dence noted are contai ned
fully and accurately in the stenographic notes
taken by ne in the foregoing matter, and that

this is a correct transcript of the sane.

TANEHA CARROLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of
this transcript does not apply to any
reproducti on of the sanme by any neans,
unl ess under the direct control and/or

supervision of the certifying reporter.)
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