Comm ttee of the Wole
6/ 8/ 2023

COUNCI L OF THE G TY OF PH LADELPH A
COW TTEE OF THE WHOLE

Room 400, City Hall _
Phi | adel phi a, " Pennsyl vani a
Thur sday, June 8, 2023

12: 00 p.m

PRESENT:
COUNCI L PRESI DENT DARRELL L. CLARKE
COUNCI LWOMAN CI_NDY BASS
COUNCI LWOVAN KENDRA BROOKS
COUNCI LMAN M CHAEL DRI SCOLL
COUNCI LWOMAN JAM E GAUTHI ER
COUNCI LWOMAN KATHERI NE G LMORE Rl CHARDSON
COUNCI LMAN JI M HARRI TY
COUNCI LMAN KENYATTA JOHNSON
COUNCI LMAN CURTI S JONES, JR
COUNCI LWOMAN QUETCY LOZADA
COUNCI LMAN BRI AN J. O NEI LL
COUNCI LMAN ANTHONY PHI LLI PS
COUNCI LMAN MARK SQUI LLA
COUNCI LMAN | SAI AH THOVAS
COUNCI LWOMAN SHARON VAUGHN

Bl LLS 230144, 230145, 230146, 230147, 230148,
and 230149
RESOLUTI ONS 230162, 230226, 230227, 230228,
230229, and 230262

LEXI TAS

215-504- 4622




Comm ttee of the Wole
6/ 8/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

6/8/ 23 - WHOLE - BILL 230144, ETC

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, and good afternoon, everyone.
Thank you again for your patience as we
continue to deliberate on the FY24
budget .

This is the reconveni ng of the
heari ng/ neeting of the FY24 budget t hat
was recessed |last night. Unfortunately,
we w Il have to take another recess, but
we are getting closer to a concl usion on
that. So we will be recessing the FY24
Commttee of the Whol e budget on Bills
No. 230144, 230145, 230146, 230147,
230148, 230149, and Resol uti on No.
230162, 230226, 230227, 230228, 230229,
and 230262.

The Chair would like to
recogni ze Council man Jones for a notion
to adjourn until 2:00 p.m this
af t er noon.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President. The Commttee of the
Whole wll stand at recess until 2:00
p.m today, at which tine we w |
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consider Bills No. 230144, 230145,
230146, 230147, 230148, 230149, and
Resol uti ons No. 230162, 230226, and
230227.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and approved.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it. The Commttee of the Wole
s recessed until 2:00 p.m this
af t er noon.

Thank you all very much. W
w Il see you shortly.

(Recess from12:02 p.m until
2:31 p.m)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
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Thank you very much, and good afternoon.
We are prepared to resune the public
neeting fromearlier.

This is the recessed public
neeting of the Commttee of the Wole
regarding Bills No. 230144, 230145,
230146, 230147, 230148, 230149,

Resol ution --

(Background noi se.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Pl ease nute yourself if you're not
speaki ng now.

-- (continued) and Resol ution
No. 230162, 230226, 230227, 230228,
230229, and 230262.

M. MDernott, wll you pl ease
call the roll to take attendance, and
menbers, if you are present, please
i ndi cate so.

M. MDernott.

THE CLERK: Counci | nenber Bass.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
Br ooks.
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COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS: Pr esent .
THE CLERK: Counci | menmber

Driscoll.
COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Present.
THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
Gaut hi er.
COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Present .

THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
G | nore Richardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Good
aft ernoon, Council President and
col | eagues. | am present.

THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: | am here
and present, ny famly.

THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
Johnson.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Present.

THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
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Lozada.
COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Present.
THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
O Neill.
COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:  Present.
THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
Phillips.
COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS: Good
af t ernoon, view ng public. Good
af ternoon, Council President. | am
present.
THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
Squi I | a.
COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Good
afternoon, Council President and
col | eagues. Present.
THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
Thonas.
COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Good
af t ernoon, everybody. |'m present.
THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
Vaughn.
COUNCI LMVOVAN VAUGHN:  Good
af ternoon. Present.
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THE CLERK: And Counci |
Presi dent d arke.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: And
| am obviously here. Thank you. Thank
you very nuch.

We have established our quorum
for the Commttee of the Wole.

At this tinme for our public
meeting, the Chair recogni zes Council man
Jones for a notion on the anmendnent to
Bill No. 230144.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President. | offer an anendnent to
Bill No. 230144. A copy of that
amendnent has been circulated to all

menbers of Council, and | nove for the
adoption of the anmendnent to Bill No.
230144,

20 (Duly seconded.)

21 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

22 Thank you. |It's been noved and properly

23 seconded that the anendnent to Bill No.

24 230144 be approved.

25 Al'l in favor indicate by saying
LEXI TAS

215-504- 4622




Comm ttee of the Wole
6/ 8/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

6/8/ 23 - WHOLE - BILL 230144, ETC
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Nay.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: One
nay for the record?

The ayes have it, the notion
carries, and the anendnent to Bill No.
230144 has been approved.

The Chair again recogni zes
Counci | menber Jones for a notion on Bill
No. 230144, as anended.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
again, M. President. | nove that Bill
No. 230144, as anended, be noved from
this Commttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove that the
rul es of Council be suspended to permt
reading of Bill No. 230144 at our next
sessi on of Council.

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




Comm ttee of the Wole
6/ 8/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

6/8/ 23 - WHOLE - BILL 230144, ETC
(Duly seconded.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. It has been noved and
properly seconded that Bill No. 230144,
as anended, be reported fromthis
Commttee with a favorabl e recommendati on
and further noved that the rul es of
Council be suspended to permt first

reading of this bill at the next session
of Council.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Nay.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it and the notion carries.

Counci | man Jones, call for a
notion on the anmendnent to Bill No.
230145.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Yes. Thank
you, M. President. | offer an anmendnent
to Bill No. 230145. A copy of that
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amendnent has been circulated to all
menbers of Council, and | nove for the
adoption of the anmendnent to Bill No.
230145 be approved.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Can
| get a second?

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded that the
amendnent to Bill No. 230145 be approved.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Nay.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and the anendnent to Bill
No. 230145 has been approved.

The Chair again recogni zes
Counci | man Jones for a notion on Bill No.
230145, as anended.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
again, M. President. | nove that Bill
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No. 230145, as anended, be noved from
this Commttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove that the
rules of Council be suspended to permt
reading of this bill at our next session
of Council.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Can
| get a second?

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. |t has been noved and
properly seconded that Bill No. 230145,
as anended, be reported fromthis
Committee with a favorabl e recomendati on
and further noved that the rul es of
Counci|l be suspended as to permt first
readi ng at the next session of Council.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Nay.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
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ayes have it. The notion carries.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Jones for a notion on --

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Hold
on. Council man Jones for a notion on an
anmendnent to Bill No. 230146.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
again, M. President. | offer an
anmendnent to Bill No. 230146. A copy of
t hat anendnent has been circulated to all

menbers of Council, and | nove for the
adoption of the anmendnment to Bill No.
230146.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. |It's been noved and properly
seconded that the anmendnent to Bill No.
230146 be approved.

Al in favor of the notion
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

LEXI TAS
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Those opposed?

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Nay.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, the notion carries, and the
amendnent to Bill No. 230146 has been
approved.

The Chair again recogni zes
Counci | menber Jones for a notion on Bill
No. 230146, as anended.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
again, M. President. | nove that Bill
No. 230146, as anended, be reported from
this Commttee with a favorable
recomendati on and further nove that the
rules of Council be suspended to permt
readi ng at our next session of Council.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's

20 been noved and properly seconded that

21 Bill No. 230146, as anended, be reported

22 fromthis Comrittee with a favorable

23 recomendati on and further noved that the

24 rules of Council be suspended to permt

25 first reading of this bill at the next
LEXI TAS
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sessi on of Council.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER. Nay.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it. The notion carri es.

The Chair again recogni zes
Counci I man Jones for a notion on an
amendnent to Bill No. 230147.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President. | offer an anmendnent to
Bill No. 230147. A copy of that
amendnment has been circul ated to all

menbers of Council, and | nove for the
adoption of the anmendnent to Bill No.
230147,

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. [It's been noved and properly
seconded that the anmendnent to Bill No.
230147 be approved.
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Al in favor of the notion
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Nay.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER. Nay.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it and the notion carri es.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  CP,
for the record, | just want to be clear
that | circulated the anendnent to Bill
No. 230147 for all nenbers. Ckay?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Ckay. That's next up.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber G I nore R chardson for a
notion on Bill No. 230147.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you, M. President. | nove that Bill No.
230147, as anended, be reported fromthis
Committee with a favorabl e recommendati on
and further nove that the rul es of
Council be suspended to permt first
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reading of this bill at the next session
of Council.

(Duly seconded.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: You

know what, | think | nmade a m st ake.

Well, never mnd. W're good. | just
didn't call -- | was supposed to call you
for the earlier anendnent. |'msorry.

It's getting late in the day.

It's been noved and properly
seconded.

Al in favor of Bill No.
230147, as anended, reported fromthis
Committee with a favorable
reconmendat i on.

Those in support, aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Nay.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER. Nay.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. The ayes have it and the
notion carries.
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The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Jones -- this is the PICA
tax -- for a notion on Bill No. 230148.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
again, M. President. | nove that Bill
No. 230148 be reported fromthis
Commttee with a favorabl e recommendati on
and further nove that the rules of
Counci |l be suspended to permt this
bill's reading at our next session of
Counci | .

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. |It's been noved and properly
seconded that Bill No. 230148 be reported
fromthis Commttee with a favorable
recomendati on and further noved that the
rules of Council be suspended to permt
first reading of this bill at the next
sessi on of Council.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
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Those opposed?

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Nay.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it and the notion carri es.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Thomas for a notion on an
amendnment to Bill No. 230149.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Thank vyou,
Council President. | offer an anendnent
to Bill No. 230149. A copy of the
amendnment has been circulated to all

menbers of the Conmttee. | nove t hat
t he anendnment to Bill No. 230149 be
approved.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

Al in favor of the anendnent?

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

COUNCI LWOMAN BROOKS:  Nay.

COUNCI LWOMAN GAUTHI ER: Nay.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
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ayes have it, the notion carries, and the
amendnment to 230149 has been approved.

The Chair again recogni zes
Counci | menber Thomas for a notion on Bill
No. 230149, as anended.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Thank you,
Council President. | nove that Bill No.
230149 be reported fromthis Commttee
with a favorable recommendati on and |
further nove that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading of this
bill at the next Council session.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. [It's been noved and properly
seconded that Bill No. 230149, as

18 anended, be reported fromthis Commttee
19 with a favorabl e recommendati on and
20 further noved that the rules of Council
el be suspended to permt first readi ng of
22 this bill at the next session of Council.
23 Al'l in favor indicate by saying
24 aye.
25 (Aye.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Nay.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
notion carries.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Nay.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: And
Bill No. 230149 has been approved.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Jones for a notion on
Resol uti on No. 230226.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President. | nove that Resol ution
No. 230226 be reported fromthis
Commttee with a favorable
recomrendat i on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Can
| get a second?

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Counci | woman Gaut hier, did you want to be
recogni zed before we take a vote on this
or can we take the vote on this and then
"1l recognize you? |'mjust seeing your

LEXI TAS
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2 hand.
3 COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Sur e
4 t hi ng.
5 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
6 Yeah.
7 |t's been noved and properly
8 seconded that Resolution No. 230226 be
9 reported fromthis Commttee with a
10 favorabl e recommendati on.
11 Al those in favor of the
12 motion will signify by saying aye.
13 (Aye.)
14 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
15 Those opposed?
16 (No response.)
17 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
18 ayes have it, the notion carries, and
19 Resol uti on No. 230226 has been approved.
20 The Chair recognizes
21 Counci | worman Gaut hi er.
22 COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:  Thank
23 you, Council President. | wanted to take

24

25

a few mnutes to explain ny no votes on
t hi s budget.
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Sinply put, | think we are on
the verge of making a catastrophic
m st ake. Even though 14 out of 15 of us
in this neeting cane together to advocate
for a $72 million investnment in the Cty
servi ces our residents desperately need,
this budget only includes a woefully
| nadequate 4 mllion or 1/18th of our
original ask. At the sane tine, we are
putting mllions back into the pockets of
mega corporations by slashing taxes for
busi nesses at rates higher than what the
Adm ni stration even proposed.

Sinply put, this budget is a
slap in the face to our working-class
Bl ack and brown residents, who beg City
Hall for the resources they need to live
i n clean, green, and safe bl ocks.

More than six in ten residents
said in a recent poll that conbatting
I 1l egal dunping needs to be a top
priority, and this nunber ball oons even
hi gher when you focus on the residents
living in communities that are dunped on
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each and every day, turning their
si dewal ks into trash cans and their parks
into landfills. But instead of giving
each sanitation district its own dunping
crew, a neasure that the Streets
Departnent, the community, and this body
i dentified as an urgent need, we are
spending a neasly $1.5 mllion to hire
one additional crew.

We can afford 18 mllion for

corporations, but we don't have
$9 mllion to adequately clean up chronic
i1l egal dunping. W can afford 18
mllion for corporations, but we don't
have $4 mllion to keep young people safe
fromreckless drivers around their

18 school s and pl aygrounds.

19 Moving forward with this budget

20 woul d be |ike using a garden hose to

el fight a forest fire, and as we all saw

22 t oday, there are disastrous consequences

23 when fires are allowed to burn freely.

24 So let ne be clear. The

25 proposed $72 mllion investnent is not a
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cherry on top. It should not be
considered that. |It's a surgical
| mprovenent to the |ife-saving services
that are the bedrock of hel ping
nei ghborhoods in a healthy city.

The priorities included in
Council's Just Servi ces proposal are
realistic, they're urgent, and they're
| npactful, and we need to take themin
the next fiscal year to give our
residents the | evel of care and support
they need. And as we continue to grapple
wi th gun viol ence, skeptics have cl ai ned
that Cty Council has very little ability
to make a difference, but we've al ways
rejected this notion because we know t hat
we can save lives if we act boldly as a
Counci | .

That's why | was so full of
hope and optim sm when we united behind
this anendnent, because we showed
residents that we are putting every tool
to work to restore peace to our streets,
nost especially the place-based
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i nterventions that remai ned the | owest
hanging fruit that we have yet to fully
maxi m ze.

Research conducted right here
i n Phil adel phia found that cleaning and
greeni ng reduce violent crine in the
| mredi ate hour -- in the i medi ate
nei ghbor hood by al nost 30 percent, and
cl eaning and greening is the fiscally
responsi bl e deci sion too, so nuch so that
each dollar invested saves society $333
in the | ong run.

So this budget, this vote that
we just took today, | don't think that it
shows residents that we are wlling to
i nvest in the services that they need to
thrive and to survive, and that's why |
cannot in good conscience vote yes to
such an insulting and harnful budget
com ng out of Comm ttee, because | am
driving around and wal ki ng around West
and Sout hwest Phil adel phia every day
seei ng dunping piling up on community
gardens, totaled cars on the side of the
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road next to local elenentary schools,
bl i ghted honmes falling on the property of
an elderly neighbor, and | think that's
nore i nportant for a wealth of Contast
[sic] for conpanies that can afford to
pay their taxes.

Thank you -- a wealth of tax
cuts for conpanies that can afford to pay
their taxes.

Thank you so nuch.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you, Counci |l wonan.

Councilman, did | call 2302267
We already did that, right?

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Yes.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: |
just lost ny place.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Yes.

20 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Al l

el ri ght.

22 COUNCI LWOVAN Rl CHARDSON:

23 Council President, this is Katherine. |

24 requested to be recogni zed.

25 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: |I'm
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sorry. The Chair recognizes Council woman
G | nore Richardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you. Thank you so nuch, Counci |l
President, and thank you, coll eagues, for
this opportunity.

| just wanted to ensure that |
al so cone on the record, because |
of fered and circul ated the anendnent for
the additional reduction in the wage tax,
to explain that part of the process to
t he broader audi ence and also to the
entire City of Philadel phia.

In the Mayor's proposal, the
Mayor's Adm nistration offered a
reduction in the wage tax that was at

18 3. 7565 percent. The anmendnent that |
19 offered was 3.75, an additional reduction
20 of 0.0065, and it will have an inpact on
el t he budget of next year of $2.7 mllion,
22 in total of the Five Year Plan
23 $15 million.
24 But we al so know, because each
25 nonth -- every quarter as nenbers of
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Council we receive what we call a
Quarterly Cty Manager's Report, that
based on --

(Background noi se.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Excuse ne. Excuse ne.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Can we make
sure our devices are nuted, please.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you. Thank you, Council President and
M. Mjority Leader.

But we al so know t hat our
projected fund bal ance for Fiscal Year
23 will be $614.9 mllion and our
projected revenue is up by
$189.7 mllion.

| ook at this opportunity to
further decrease our wage as an
opportunity for us to ensure that we can
continue to signal to the broader
Phi | adel phia that we are serious about
not doi ng busi ness as usual.

|f we want to change the
trajectory of this city, if we do not
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want to be the nunber one city for
poverty -- large city for poverty in this
country, if we want to provi de good
quality jobs not only for our young
peopl e but for our residents who need to
re-skill and up-skill, it is inperative
that we make inportant investnents in our
community, of which we have many, but
al so invest in ensuring that we can
create an environnment that is
advant ageous to busi ness growth and
growng jobs in the City of Philadel phia.

| think it's disingenuous to

say that the slight cut that | have
offered today will have an inpact on the
overall investnents that this budget has
made. Each nenber has an opportunity to
submt requests, and this process is just
about that, seeing what you get out of
this process.

And so | just wanted to cone on
the record, because we al so know t hat we
have a Uniformty Clause in the
Commonweal t h of Pennsylvania. So we are
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not able in the Cty of Philadel phia to
say that we're going to do this just for
smal | business and not do this for |arge
busi ness as well. W have to do it for
everybody. But we heard fromnot only
t he Chanber but we heard fromthe diverse
Chanber of Comrerce where they've all
told us that all small businesses, that
Bl ack and brown busi nesses, that mnority
busi nesses, they are crying for help in
our communities and particularly since
the pandemc, and | | ook at this as an
opportunity to do so, especially because
we know t hat al t hough we have projected
fund bal ance and fund revenue nunbers
fromthe Adm nistration early in this
process, we know that we wll be nuch
hi gher than where we started.

So | wanted to cone on the
record to be clear for the public so
t hose who may not fully understand the
budget process knows and under st ands how
t hi s works.

Thank you, Council President.
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Thank you, coll eagues.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Counci |l wonan.

The Chair recogni zes Counci |l man
Thomas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Thank you,
Counci | President.

| really don't want to do this,
but I will try to be brief. | did Ilisten
to the cooments that were nmade by ot her
Counci | menbers, and | want to be clear.

The Mayor's proposal for BIRT
recomended that we cut BIRT to 5.83. M
bill that | circulated -- ny anendnent
that | circul ated reconmmended that we cut
BIRT to 5.81, which is less than a

18 $3 million difference than what was
19 recomrended by the Mayor.
20 So to talk about $18 mllion to
el corporations, |I'mnot sure exactly where
22 t hat nunber cane fromor what that is
23 about, but at the end of the day, when
24 we're tal king about a tax cut for
25 busi nesses, | just want people to
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renmenber a couple facts that we
circulated prior to the conversation so
peopl e can understand where we are.

A busi ness post-pandem c t hat
decides to nove out of the Cty, because
t he pandem c taught us that businesses
can | ocate anywhere, people can do
busi ness from anywhere now, they save --
based on our tax structure right now,
they' || save 75 percent of what they pay
i n taxes by noving out of Phil adel phia
conpared to staying here.

We al so know t hat when you | ook
at Phil adel phia conpared to other big
busi nesses across the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a conpared to other cities
across the country, while we may be the
sixth largest city in the entire country,
we rank 28th as it relates to a city
that's beneficial to small businesses,
whi ch are often Bl ack and brown
busi nesses.

Like | said in the briefing, |
do have a great relationship with our
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friends in Al egheny County in
Pittsburgh, but it nakes no sense that
Pittsburgh is a better place for a small
busi ness to locate than the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

So at the end of the day, | did
support the Council nenber's advocacy as
it relates to providing JustServices to
the Gty of Philadelphia. | appreciate
her effort. | think that's a very
| mportant notion, and it's sonething that
we really need to happen, but to tie the
| ack of support or the |lack of delivery
on her request to the tax cuts to ne is
not connected. It's sonewhat
di si ngenuous, because at the end of the
day, the anopunt of noney that we're
t al ki ng about on this particul ar
initiative conpared to the Just Services
I s appl es and oranges. It doesn't even
conpar e.

So it's disappointing that we
have to cone on the record to put these
remarks out there. This is information
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that we've already circulated to
Counci | menbers and ot her | egislators as
wel |, because we need support from
Harrisburg on sone of this stuff, and |
just thought it was inportant to put that
on the record, because we need the
citizens of Philadel phia to understand
that we're trying our best to nove in the
best interest fromthe econonic
perspective to ensure that we're doing
what's best for our city.

So thank you, Counci |l
President. | just wanted to put those
facts out there.

And, coll eagues, | do apol ogi ze
for the rant and for the delay in taking
this vote.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you, Council man. Thank you.

Let's just go on and I'll say a
coupl e of words at the end of the
process.

The Chair recogni zes Council man
Jones for a notion on Resol ution No.
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230227.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President. | nove that Resol ution
No. 230227 be reported fromthis
Committee with a favorable
recomrendat i on.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. |t has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution No.
230227 be reported fromthis Conmmttee
with a favorabl e recommendati on.

Al'l in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it and the notion carries, and
that resolution is adopted.

The Chair recogni zes Counci |l man
Jones for a notion on Resol ution No.
230228.
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COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
again, M. President. | nove that
Resol uti on No. 230228 be reported from
this Conmttee with a favorable
recomrendati on.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol uti on No.
230228 be reported fromthis Conmmttee
with a favorabl e reconmmendati on.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it. The notion carries.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Jones for a notion on
Resol uti on No. 230229.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
again, M. President. | nove that
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2 Resol ution No. 230229 be reported from
3 this Commttee with a favorable
4 recommendat i on.
> (Duly seconded.)
6 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
! Thank you. |t has been noved and
8 properly seconded that Resol ution No.
9 230229 be reported fromthis Commttee
10 with a favorabl e reconmendati on.
11 Al'l in favor indicate by saying
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aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, the notion carries, and
that resolution is adopted.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Jones for a notion on
Resol uti on No. 230262.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President. | nove that Resol ution
No. 230262 be reported fromthis
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Commttee with a favorable
recomrendati on.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded that
Resol uti on No. 230262 be reported from
this Comnmttee with a favorable
recomrendati on.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, the notion carries, and
that resolution is adopted.

That concludes the bills on the
public hearing. | do want to say -- |
want to thank the nmenbers, although we do
have a final vote com ng next week, for
their participation. As always, it is a
very chal l enging issue with respect to
negotiating a budget. The ol d saying,
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maki ng budgets are |i ke naki ng sausage.
They' re al ways nessy, but at the end of
t he day, the nenbers have stepped to the
pl ate and requested things that's going
to enhance the lives of the citizens of
the Gty of Philadelphia. So I want to
thank all of you all's commtnent.

There wll be a budget summary
rel eased that references all the various
amendnents and that are in addition to
the original budget proposal that reflect
all aspects, be it tax cuts, be it
service delivery, be it anti-violence
initiative, whatever it is. That wll be
reflected in that, and people can | ook at
t hat and nmake a determ nation as to
whet her or not the commtnment by this
Council as it relates to negotiating a
budget on their behal f.

That being said, | want to
t hank you very nmuch for your patience.

That concl udes the business on
the Comm ttee of the Wole.

Menbers, we need to go back
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into the Council Chanbers so we concl ude
t he Council session by reporting the
bills out of Commttee and then cl osing
out our Council session. So as soon as
you can, please go back to the Council
Chanber s.

Thank you all very much agai n.
(Commttee of the Whole
concluded at 3:00 p.m)
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