Commi ttee of the Whol e
06/ 05/ 2024

PRESENT:

COUNCI
COUNCI
COUNCI
COUNCI
COUNCI
COUNCI
COUNCI
COUNCI
COUNCI
COUNCI
COUNCI
COUNCI
COUNCI
COUNCI
COUNCI
COUNCI

COUNCIL OF THE A TY COF PH LADELPH A
COWM TTEE OF THE WHOLE

Room 400, Gty Hall

Phi | adel phi a, Pennsyl vani a
Wednesday, June 5, 2024
4:00 p.m

L PRESI DENT KENYATTA JOHNSON
LWOVAN NI NA AHVAD

LWOVAN Cl NDY BASS

LWOVAN KENDRA BROOKS

LMAN M CHAEL DRI SCOLL

LWOVAN JAM E GAUTHI ER

LWOVAN KATHERI NE G LMORE RI CHARDSON
LMAN JI M HARRI TY

LMAN CURTI S J. JONES, JR
LWOVAN RUE LANDAU

LWOVAN QUETCY M LOZADA
LMAN NI COLAS O ROURKE

LMAN ANTHONY PHI LLI PS

LMAN MARK F. SQUI LLA

LMAN | SAI AH THOVAS

LMAN JEFFREY YOUNG JR

Bl LLS: 240179, 240180, 240181, 240182, 240492
RESOLUTI ONS: 240193, 240487, 240505, 240168,

240552

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
06/ 05/ 2024

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Good afternoon, everyone.

(Good afternoon.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Good afternoon, everyone.

(Good afternoon.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This is the public hearing of the
public neeting of the Commttee of
the Whol e regarding Bill and
Resol uti on Nos. 240487, 240552,
240168, 240575 -- 240505, 240179,
240180, 240181, 240182, 240193 and
240492.

Ms. Loughead, will you
pl ease call the roll to take
at t endance.

THE CLERK: Counci |l menber

Squi I | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Present .

THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
Gaut hi er .

(No response.)
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THE CLERK: Counci | menber

Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Present.

THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  Present.

THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Present.

THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Present .

THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Present.

THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Present .

THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
O Neill.

(No response.)
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THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Present.

THE CLERK: Counci | mnenber
Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Present .

THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Present.

THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
Ahmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHMAD:
Present .

THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN L ANDAU:
Present.

THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Present.

THE CLERK: Counci |l menber
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O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Present .

THE CLERK:  Counci
Presi dent Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Present. Thank you. A quorum of
the Conmittee is present and this
hearing is now called to order.

Ms. Loughead, will you
pl ease read the titles of the bills
and resol utions.

THE CLERK: 240487,
resol uti on appointing Cari Feiler
Bender to the Board of the
Directors of the Ad Gty Special
Services District.

240552, resolution
appointing Briana Wlkins to the
Board of Directors for the Add City
Special Services District.

240168, resolution
appoi nting Madi son McCarron to the
Board of Directors of the Cty

Avenue Special Services District of
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Phi | adel phi a and Lower Meri on.

240505, resol ution
appointing Mark Jenkins to the
Board of Directors of Cty Avenue
Speci al Services District of
Phi | adel phia and Lower Meri on,
whi ch is being held.

240179, an ordi nance
adopti ng the operating budget for
Fi scal Year 2025.

240180, an ordi nance
anendi ng Chapter 19-800 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled "School
Tax Aut horization," to provide for
an increase in the tax that the
Board of Education of the Schoo
District of Philadel phiais
aut hori zed to i npose on real
estate; and anmendi ng Chapter
19- 1300 entitled, "Real Estate
Taxes," to establish an equival ent
reduction in the tax rate for the
City real estate tax; and naking
techni cal changes, all wunder

certain terns and conditi ons.
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240181, an ordi nance to
adopt a Fiscal 2025 Capital Budget.
240182, an ordi nance to
adopt a Capital Programfor the six
Fi scal Years 2025-2030 incl usive.
240193, resol ution
providing for the approval by the
Council of the Gty of Phil adel phia
of a Revised Five Year Financi al
Plan for the Gty of Philadel phia
covering Fiscal Years 2025 through
2029, and incorporating revisions
wWith respect to Fiscal Year 2024,
which is to be submtted by the
Mayor to the Pennsylvania
I nt er gover nment al Cooper ati on
Aut hority pursuant to an
I nt ergover nnental Cooperation
Agreenment by and between the City
and Authority which is being held.
240492, an ordi nance
amendi ng Chap -- Section 19-1301.1
of The Phil adel phia Code, entitled

"Honest ead Exclusion,"™ to increase

t he anmbunt of the Honestead
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Excl usi on, under certain terns and
condi tions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Ms. Loughead, will you please call
the first witness to testify on the
AOd Gty Special Services
Resol uti on Nos. 240487 and 240552.

THE CLERK: Job Itzkowt z,
Executive Director of Ad Cty
District.

(Wtness approached Wtness
Tabl e.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Good afternoon, Job. Just state
your nane and title for the record
and pl ease begin your testinony.

MR | TZKON TZ: Good
af ternoon, Council President
Johnson and all nenbers of Council.
My nane is Job Itzkowtz. |'mthe

Executive Director of the Ad Cty

Special Services District. | know
what tine of day it is. | know
what tine of year it is. |'ve

submtted ny testinony in witing.
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Everyone shoul d have a copy and |I'm
happy to rely on that testinony if
you prefer and answer any questions
you may have.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch for your
testi nony.

Are there any questions or
coments from nenbers of the
Comm ttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch.

MR | TZKON TZ: Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Are there any other witnesses to
testify on Resol ution Nos. 240487
or 2405527

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Ms. Loughead, are there any other
Wi tnesses to testify on the Gty
Avenue Speci al Services Resol ution
No. 240168?

THE CLERK: No other --
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Heari ng none, Ms. Loughead, wl|
you pl ease call the first wtness
to testify on Budget Bill Nos.
240179, 240180, 240181, 240182 and
240492.

THE CLERK: First person to
testify is John McC enny.

(Wtness approached Wtness
Tabl e.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
John McCl enny. How are you doi ng,
John. Just state your nane and
your title for the record.

MR. McCLENNY: My nane is
John McC enny. O course | just
| ost everything right quick. Gve
me a nonent please. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You' re wel cone.

MR. McCLENNY: Good
af ternoon, nenbers of the
Phi | adel phia Gty Council. M nane
is John Mcd enny, and |'mthe proud

owner of Yes Dear...Milti-Purpose
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| nprovenent Specialist. W
specialize in interior architecture
and design and general construction
| ocated here in Phil adel phia.

"' m here today to advocate
for the continued reduction of the
Busi ness I ncone and Recei pts Tax,
Bl RT, and wage taxes which
unfortunately are not included in
the FY25 budget, as a mnority-
owned busi ness navi gating the
econom ¢ | andscape i n Phil adel phi a
has been both rewardi ng and
chal | engi ng.

Phi | adel phi a has nade
strides in fostering a nore
i ncl usi ve busi ness environnent, but
we still face significant
obstacles. The recent reductions
of BIRT or wage taxes have been a
small but critical lifeline for
many of us. The conti nued
reductions in business taxes woul d
enabl e busi nesses like mne to

invest in our conunities, create
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j obs and contribute to the |oca
econony. Continued reductions in
busi ness taxes create goodw Il and
build trust within the smal

busi ness conmuni ty.

The current business
climate for mnority-owned
busi nesses in Philadel phia is one
of resilience and determ nati on.
However, we often operate with thin
mar gi ns and | ess access to capital
conpared to our counterparts. High
t axes exacerbate the chall enges
making it harder to grow and
sustai n our businesses. Lowering
the BI RT and wage taxes help |evel
the playing field, allowing us to
rei nvest savings into our
busi nesses and wor kf or ce.

Moreover, a thriving small
busi ness sector is essential for
the vitality of our neighborhoods.
M nority-owned busi nesses not only
provi de goods and services but al so

serve as a cultural and social hub
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that strengthens the fabric of our
communities. By continuing to
reduce these taxes, we can support
the growh of mnority-owned
busi nesses, foster job creation,
stimul ate economc growh activity
in areas that need it the nost.

| urge Gty Council to
reconsi der the FY25 budget to
i nclude further reductions in BIRT
and wage taxes. These neasures are
not just financially a relief.
They're also an investnent in the
future of our city. Let's continue
to build a Phil adel phia where all
busi nesses regardl ess of size,
owner shi p have the opportunity to
thrive. Thank you for your tine
and your consi derati on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch.

Any questions or comments
from menbers of the Commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Thank you very nuch for your
testi nony.

Ms. Loughead, wll you
pl ease call the next person for
public testinony.

THE CLERK: Gabriella Paez.

(Wtness approached Wtness
Tabl e.)

THE CLERK: Just state your
nanme and your title for the record
and pl ease begin your testinony.

M5. GABRI EL PAEZ: M/ nane
Is Gabriella Gabriel Paez.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. Pl ease begin.

M5. GABRI EL PAEZ: (ood
af ternoon, everyone and nenbers of
the Gty Council. Again, ny nane
Is Gabriella Gabriel Paez. | am
t he owner and founder of BR
Har dscape and Landscape Desi gn and
here speaki ng on behal f of snal
busi ness owners in Philadel phia. |
extend ny gratitude for the chance

to share nmy views on the 2025
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budget, Fiscal Year budget. And |
commend the efforts of Gty Counci
in crafting this budget.

Regrettably, | nust express
nmy profound di sappointnment in this
budget as a commtted entrepreneur
deeply invested in both ny business
and the future of Philadel phia. M
di sappoi ntment stens fromthe
absence of a reduction in the
City's Business Incone and Receipts
Tax, BIRT.

When we started our
busi ness in 2021, we knew we had to
pay taxes and we were expecting it.
We just didn't know how bad it was
going to be. So this tax to start
with represents a double taxation
on busi nesses, which was a surprise
to me when we started our business.
That neans that we get taxed
whet her or not we make profits
during the year.

Thi s burden wei ghs even

heavi er on m nority-owned
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enterprises which often | ack

hi storical access to sufficient
capital. And if you take

busi nesses |i ke our business which
Is a seasonal |andscape, hardscape
and masonry conpany, starting the
year wwth a large tax bill is not
fun.

A reduction in this tax
wi | | enpower businesses that are
growi ng to reinvesting funds back
into operations, be it through
machi nery and equi pnent, expandi ng
their footprints or increasing the
mar keting efforts. And also, it
will allowus to hire nore people
whi ch of course will help the City
and al so increase the taxes going
into the system

By hol di ng the previous
pattern of reducing the BIRT and
wage taxes, we have regrettably
squandered an opportunity to ease
the financial strain faced by small

busi ness owners |like ne. W have

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia

215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
06/ 05/ 2024

17

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

m ssed an opportunity to create
goodwi | | and trust with
entrepreneurs who want to create
nore job opportunities and offer
sustai nabl e livelihoods for the
resi dents of Phil adel phi a.

Looking forward, | remain
resolute in my commtnent to
advocating for a nore inclusive
Phi | adel phia. And | ask for your
support in a reduction of taxes
fromthe Cty to instill greater
certainty and confidence anong
entrepreneurs like ne as we
endeavor to establish or expand our
vent ur es.

The essence of the matter
s undeniable. Elimnating this
double tax will not only benefit ne
as a small business owner but also
numer ous others |i ke ne enabling us
to grow and create enpl oynent
opportunities in Philadel phia.
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
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Thank you.
Any questions or comments
from menbers of the Commttee?
(No response.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Heari ng none, thank you very nuch.
M5. GABRI EL PAEZ: Thank
you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Ms. Loughead, would you pl ease cal

t he next person for public
testi nony.
THE CLERK: Jennifer

Rodri guez.

(Wtness approached Wt ness

Tabl e.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Hel | o, Jennifer. Just state your
name and title for the record and
begi n your testinony.

M5. RODRI GUEZ: Thank you
so nmuch. Good afternoon,
di stingui shed nenbers of City
Council. M nane is Jennifer

Rodriguez. | am President of the
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G eater Phil adel phia Hi spanic
Chanber of Commerce. | am here
today on behal f of the Diverse
Chanbers Coal ition of Phil adel phia,
which is a collaboration of the
African Anmerican Chanber of
Commer ce for Pennsyl vani a, New
Jersey and Del aware, the Asian
Aneri can Chanber of Commerce for

G eater Phil adel phia, the

| ndependence Business Alliance
which is the LABTQ+ Chanber, and of
course the Geater Phil adel phia

H spani ¢ Chanber of Comrerce.

Today we advocate for the
continued reduction of the BIRT and
wage taxes. It is with great
concern that | stand before you as
t he prospect of not reduci ng these
taxes for a third consecutive year
| oons large. Study after study and
report after report have
consi stently concl uded t hat
Phi | adel phi a's business taxes are

anong the highest in the nation.
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In fact, as it relates to
t axes specifically, Philadel phia
ranks 76 out of 83 Anerican cities
in the nost recent Arizona State
Uni versity East of Doing Business
I ndex. These hi gh taxes
significantly hinder our city's
potential for business creation and
grow h, particularly in conmunities
of color.

For years when conpar ed
with its peers, Philadel phia has
underperfornmed in fostering a
vi brant busi ness environnment. This
Is especially true for small
busi ness owners |i ke those who are
represented by our Chanbers of
Commerce. The pandem c may be
behind us but its effects are still
felt. The Gty's recovery has been
uneven, factually |eaving one-third
of Hi spanic residents in poverty
according to Pew s State of the
Cty report.

Smal | busi ness owners face
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ongoi ng chal | enges such as high
inflation, rising interest rates
and a conpetitive | abor narket.
Despite these obstacles, they
continue to persevere, but their
efforts are often overshadowed by
t he burden of high taxes, crine and
City bureaucracy. The good news
about the econony often nasks the
reality that small busi ness owners
are facing an increasingly
chal | engi ng busi ness environnent.

Most smal | busi nesses
pol |l ed by the Diverse Chanbers of
Commer ce have indicated that they
woul d not recomend the Gty of
Phi | adel phia as a place in which to
do business to other entrepreneurs,
earning the Gty a net pronoter
score of -41 out of a maxi num of
100 points. This sentinent
underscores the urgency of our
pl ea.

To support our snal

busi nesses, Cty Council mnust

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
06/ 05/ 2024

22

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

continue to | ower the BIRT and wage
taxes. BIRT especially is a burden
t hat busi nesses nust bear
regardl ess of profitability, and
reducing or elimnating it would
provide significant relief.
Simlarly, reducing the
wage tax will enabl e businesses to
hire nore enpl oyees and expand nore
rapidly. These increnental
reductions sustained over tine wll
have a substantial positive inpact.
They will ease the cost and burden
of doi ng business for
entrepreneurs, particularly those
I n our diverse comunities who
bring vitality and local dollars to
our nei ghborhoods, which wll
enable themto grow and expand
opportunities for all residents.
After enduring years of
hardshi p, there are actionable
steps within your power that can
ease the burden of doing business

i n Phil adel phia. W urge you to

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
06/ 05/ 2024

23

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

support the continued reduction of
Bl RT and wage taxes to help our
smal | busi nesses thrive in these
chall enging tinmes. Thank you for
your tine and consi deration.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch for your
testi nony.

Any questions or conments
from menbers of the Commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Hearing none, Ms. Loughead, could
you pl ease call the person for
public testinony, the next person
pl ease.

THE CLERK: WII Carter.

(Wtness approached Wtness
Tabl e.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
M. Carter, just state your nane
and title for the record. Please
begi n your testinony.

MR. CARTER: Certainly.
Good evening. WIlliam Carter,
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Vi ce-president of Local Governnent
Affairs for the Chanber of Conmerce
and co-founder of the Inclusive
Gowth Coalition or 1GC. Thank
you, Council President Johnson,
menbers of Council and staff for
all the work that you all do. As
you all know, | used to work in
this body so | knowit's a whole
| ot going on at this tinme and we
appreci ate your attention and
consi deration of our request.

| speak because this is
what |'mabout. 1In 2007 | co-wote
the legislation that requires
econom ¢ opportunity plans on all
City contracts, and | advocated for
that when | worked for at that
poi nt Councilman Darrell d arke.
Bot h of ny grandfathers were
entrepreneurs. M grandfather on
nmy dad's side was the first
| i censed Bl ack master plunber in
the history of Richnond, Virginia

and ny grandfather on ny nother's
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side built hones in rural Virginia.
Al t hough ny grandfather on ny dad's
side was from Phil adel phia, he
noved to Virginia for nore
opportunity.

They were by no neans rich
men. Both of them nade a decent
living, but they just are people
who chose to work for thensel ves.
People like them | certainly
bel i eve and ot hers shoul d be
consi dered just as any other person
who works for soneone else. They
are no |less working famlies
because they decided to work for
t hensel ves.

In fact, they are working
so hard that they are creating work
for others. That's what they're
doing. That's what happens when
they grow. They hire. That's why
you see hel p wanted signs out here.
No one hires just to hire. They
hi re because they need hel p,

because they're growing. And we

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
06/ 05/ 2024

26

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

figure that that is really a
prudent investnent for the Gty to
i nvest in those who are grow ng and
then will in turn hire residents
fromthe Cty of Phil adel phia.

As matter of fact, it's one
of the best investnents that the
City can make, investing in those
who will create nore work. So
al t hough there were no new
i nvestnments this year, we
appreciate the investnents nade
over the past couple of years, and
we al so appreciate Counci
Presi dent and Council form ng the
Tax Ref orm Conmm ssion and we | ook
forward to those reconmendati ons
comng fromthe Tax Reform
Conmm ssion and | ook forward to nore
I nvestnments in those who work for
t hensel ves and those who work for
others in an environnment that
i ncl udes a |l arge and smal |l busi ness
ecosystem that grows busi nesses and

j obs inclusively. Thank you.

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
06/ 05/ 2024

27

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

Any questions or coments
fromnmenbers of the Commttee?

(No response.)

MS. COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Ms. Loughead, will you
pl ease call the next person for
public testinony.

THE CLERK: Bl ane Stoddart.

(Wtness approached Wtness
Tabl e.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
M. Stoddart, just state your nane
and your title for the record and
begi n your testinony.

MR. STODDART: My nane is
Bl ane Stoddart. | hope there's not
an echo in here. Sounds |ike there
may be. |I'mgoing to try to | evel
my voice so you can hear every word
| say. M nane is Blane Stoddart.
| run BFWGoup. BFWGoup is a
proj ect construction, project

management conpany at the Navy
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Yard. | can just go ahead?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
(Nodded affirmatively).

MR. STODDART: Ckay.
G eat.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Pl ease begi n your testinony, sir.

MR. STODDART: Thank you.
To the Council President and the
Honor abl e nenbers of Gty Council
like | stated ny nane is Bl ane
Stoddart and | amthe President and
CEO of BFW Construction Project
Managers. | amalso a snal
busi ness advocate and j ob creator
in the Gty of Phil adel phia.

| want to thank this body
for the opportunity to provide
testinmony on the City's Fiscal Year
'25 budget. | want to acknow edge
the significant work that you have
done along with all the Comm ttees
| read about every day that are
neeti ng day and ni ght devoted to

t he passage of this 2025 budget.
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W started out with two
enpl oyees several years ago 2015.
Before that | had none for the
prior three years except ne. Today
we enpl oy 30 people at the Navy
Yard with salaries ranging from
60, 000 to 150, 000 plus bonus
depending on their role and title.
The 150, 000, M. President, does
not include benefits, so it's
150, 000 pl us benefits.

We're a conpany that you
tal k about in these hollowed halls
when it cones to a |living wage
because we pay a living wage.
However, for us to thrive and grow
we need a city that is business-
friendly, a city that is
conpetitive |like Bala Cynwd and
can conpete with places |ike Bal a
Cynwyd, Canden and Ki ng of Prussia.
W need a city that wll attract
nore Contast and Lincoln Financials
and not drive themout of the city.

Less people and jobs in the
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city leads to nore crine and if you
| ook down while you're wal ki ng,
nore trash, filth and doo-doo |ike
| saw when | was wal king on 12th
Street. | was wal king, alnost |ike
j aywal ki ng avoi di ng the doo-doo.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE: The
feces.

MR. STODDART: The feces,
the feces. |I'mso sorry,
M. President, if | used the
I nproper word. The city is at a
critical stage where we need to do
things that nove our city forward
to conpete in the region and
nation. W nust reduce the wage
and Busi ness and Recei pts Tax,
which is a double tax that business
owners |ike nme nust pay whether we
make a profit or not.

W nust reduce taxes so
t hat businesses will have an
incentive to nove here, to grow
here and to thrive here. By

hal ti ng what has been a regqul ar
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reduction in the BIRT -- and agai n,
pl ease forgive nme, M. President
and Honorable Gty Council peopl e,
if I make a m stake, |I'mjust
telling you what | read in

the paper -- by halting what has
been a regul ar reduction in the

BI RT and the wage tax, we have

m ssed an opportunity to alleviate
a burden on small businesses and
busi ness owners |ike ne.

W have m ssed an
opportunity in the 2025 budget to
hel p entrepreneurs hire nore
enpl oyees and provide nore famly-
sustai ning jobs so Phil adel phi ans
can renmain in Phil adel phia and
thrive in Philadel phia. W m ssed
an opportunity to reduce the cycle
of poverty and cultivate a stronger
society and a striving econony. |
urge you at this late stage in the
gane to anend the budget to include
even a mnimal, de mnims

reduction in the wage and BI RT t ax.
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It wll send a clear nessage even
if it's a small reduction that
Phi | adel phia is open for business.

I want to thank you again.
Again, |'ve been around for 30
years, M. President. And for the
first tinme in Gty Council, | do
not know nost of the City
Counci | mrenbers. So | want to thank
you for giving ne this opportunity.
Finally, finally, we nust be
busi ness-friendly because being
busi ness-friendly puts nore noney
in the General Fund.

And if we don't put noney
in the General Fund, we will not
have noney to address the honel ess
crisis which | know this august
body supports the honeless to
support the affordabl e housing
crisis, which again |'ve read that
this body really supports
af f ordabl e housi ng, to support job
training and to support the

al l eviation of poverty. | am
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prayi ng and hopi ng, M. President,
t hat sonebody asks ne a question.
Thank you and nay God bl ess you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

Any questions or conments
from menbers of the Commttee?

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS:  You
know, it's interesting I was
hol di ng of f on questions. But |
said since he asked for it I'm
going to give it. Just a quick
guestion: |I'mcurious about this
because the business community is
the lifeline of our city, and all
of us on Gty Council are very much
aware of that.

That's why |I'mvery excited
about what Council President has
proposed for us to look into having
t he Tax Reform Conm ssion hel p us
under st and what we can do to nake

this a better tax season for not
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only just the business community
but also for our residents. So the
question | just had for you has a
lot to do wth the fact that just
out of curiosity, you' re a business
owner, BIRT tax, wage tax, do you
have a rough estimate on how much
noney you're losing as a result of
t hese taxes, you know, conpared to
how nmuch of a deficit is it for
you? And | kind of wanted to ask
the other folks that, but | didn't
get a chance. But |'ll ask you

t oday.

MR. STCODDART: Again, | may
not be able to answer this in an
obj ective manner, but I'mgoing to
gi ve you real nunbers that | see
fromny accountant. M taxes in
Phi | adel phia is well over $100, 000
as a small business. Now, again
"' m payi ng big wages. That does
not include the wage tax. Just ny
net incone tax, ny BIRT tax,

whatever, it's in the $50,000 to
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$100, 000 range. Now, that's a
br oad streak.

| have an office in
Harrisburg. And if they charge ne
$100 in taxes, | don't know what to
say. | have an office in Lower
Merion at ny house, they probably
charge ne -- it's de mnims. |It's
so snmall that | don't even noti ce.
And so, ny point is this, and |
thank you for form ng the Tax
Ref or m Comm ssi on - -

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS:  Yes.

MR. STODDART: -- right.
Busi nesses don't get considered in
the budget. It's like we're not
considered. And what |"'msaying to
you is | agree with you that
busi nesses nmust be considered in
every budget and we're |ike an
after -- we feel that we're an
afterthought. And you're right, we
are the light -- whatever noney
you' re spending, a lot of it cones,

if not npbst of it, conmes fromreal
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estate taxes and the business
conmuni ty.

And | want this body to
start considering in your yearly
budget -- hi, Councilman --

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  ( Nodded
head) .

MR. STODDART: -- in your
year|ly budget how you can hel p the
busi ness community because all
these prograns that are in the
budget, that noney cones from us.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:  Thank
you.

Thank you, Counci l
Pr esi dent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Any ot her questions or conments
from nmenbers of the Commttee?

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  Counci |
Prez.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG | have a
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guestion. | nean, it's unrelated
to anything you testified on but
you asked the question. And so,
|"mjust going to stick to ne being
ne. Are you able to tell us your
scope of work on 2100 Grard
Avenue?

MR. STODDART: |1'mgoing to
defer to -- I"mgoing to defer to
t he Departnent of Public Property

and the Mayor for that question

because --

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

MR. STODDART: Counci | man
Jeff -- 1 call him Councilman Jeff.
Counci |l man Jeff, I"'min trouble

ei t her way.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  Thank
you. No, | appreciate it.

MR. STODDART: And so,
w il defer to them

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  Thank
you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Al right. Any other questions or
comments from nmenbers of this
r obust body?

The Chair recognizes
Counci | renber G ndy Bass and then
Counci | renber 1sai ah Thomas, then
Counci | menber Curtis Jones.

Counci | menber Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: | want
to redirect, M. President.

I want to redirect and j ust
say that nmany nmoons ago | was an
enpl oyee of Blane Stoddart. | know
of his commtnent to Phil adel phi a.

I know that he could have easily
packed up his business and gone
over to Lower Merion with his
business as well. He's nade a
commtnent to the City of

Phi | adel phi a and he's done probably
nmore to hire or to make sure that
African American devel opers and

pr of essi onal s have opportunities to
wor k on devel opnment projects here

in the Gty of Philadel phia. And
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anybody who's been around Bl ane for
five mnutes knows that that's
absol utely accurate and true.

So | don't know about
Grard Avenue, but | just want to
t hank you for the work that you' ve
done in West Phil adel phia and
t hroughout the entire Gty of
Phi | adel phia. Wen | worked with
Bl ane, it was West Phil adel phi a
Partnership CDC and did an
outstanding job. And so, | just
wanted to say keep up the good work
in ternms of making sure that
mnorities have an opportunity to
participate in these very inportant
projects that are happening in
comuni ties throughout the Gty.

So thank you for your work.

MR. STODDART: Respondi ng
directly to Council woman Bass, we
pronote for free over 200 Bl ack and
Brown -- 250 Bl ack and Brown
contractors to get work in

construction and in professional
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services related to construction.
And one of the reasons why we're
not rich, Council President, is
because | spend nost of ny tine
advocating instead of trying to
bui |l d ny busi ness.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you, M. Stoddart. And al so,
just provide the Chair a copy of
that [ist for those 250
pr of essi onal services conpani es and
contractors so we can utilize that
as we make sure that we're
equi tably focusing on econom c

devel opnent in the Cty of

Phil adel phia. So I'Il follow up
with you on that. Is that okay?
MR, STODDART: | wll send

that list to you tonight, sir.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.
Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber |sai ah Thomas and
Counci | mrenber Curtis Jones.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Counci
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President, | know we don't have too
many nore people to testify so |
just wanted to first and forenost
say thank you for your | eadership.
And | wanted to al so thank
everybody who cane in today to
specifically testify and advocate
for some of the tax cuts that we
heard fol ks tal ki ng about the
I nportance of.

|''m proud to be the sponsor
of the legislation that has
essentially cut the taxes the | ast
coupl e years, but it's no secret
that there is no bill this year to
essentially look at tax cuts. | do
want to be clear. W do not want
t he busi ness comunity to feel |ike
Phi | adel phia is not open for
busi ness. W very nuch are open
for business.

Like a ot of the testinony
that we heard today, the tax cuts
t hat we have nade have been small,

to say the | east.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Very smal | .

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: And at
the end of the day, we recognize
that those cuts do not provide the
lifeline that a | ot of our Bl ack
and Brown busi nesses need. | think
about our restaurants. So many
restaurants have cl osed over the
| ast coupl e years since the
pandem c. Qur barbershops, our
beauty sal ons, so many different
type of conpanies across the City
of Phil adel phia who's struggling
ri ght now and we get that advocacy
and we hear it all the tine.

| want to be clear. Mself
and sone other -- | can't speak for
all of Council, but nyself and
ot her nmenbers of Council we still
have that appetite. W still want
people to know that Philadelphia is
open for business. But we want to
approach this in a conprehensive

way that puts us in a position to
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be able to have a holistic
sol uti on.

And | think right now we're
not quite yet at that place, but |
do trust our Council President, the
Counci| | eadership and the
| egi slators who are here to be able
to get this right in collaboration
of working with the Mayor. So
while we may not have been able to
get that bite at the apple that we
m ght necessarily feel |like we
need, we do anticipate a systemc
solution to a structural problem
t hat has made our suburbs
financially beneficial, right.

It's no secret nost people
in this |egislative body know t hat
my cousin is the Mayor of Canden
and we tal k often about sone of the
| egi sl ative things they have going
on and actually sonme of the
advant ages t hey have based on
| egi sl ation that we've introduced

that limts people' s opportunity to
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propel and excel in certain
busi ness at nospheres.

So, Council President, |
just wanted to put that infornmation
on the record because | think it's
very inmportant. And | think it's
al so again inportant that people
recogni ze that Philadel phia is open
for business. This legislative
body is open to dial ogue, but we
want to put ourselves in a position
to have sustai nabl e sol utions.

| think we've had band-aid
nmessaging so far, and |I'm proud of
every band-aid and every nessage
t hat have gone out there. But |
think we're ready to nove into a
nore robust place and cone up with
a systemc solution that can really
put us in a position to address
this problemover the | ong haul.

So thank you, Counci
President. And nore inportantly,

t hank you to everybody who cane out

to advocate for this inportant
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I ssue because at the end of the
day, we know that it's not easy to
spend a |l ot of tine down here with
us, but this is how governnent
wor ks and when you do it, it
matters. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you, M. President.

| wanted to take this
opportunity to say for the record
Bl ane started this. W were all
going to be quiet, but you inspired
us to speak our mnd. Thank you
for that.

| want to go on the record
and thank WIIl Carter. The
de mninus tax cuts that you have
received is your fault. You cane
in here and educated all of us as
to the inportance of not having

this against that, being for the
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all eviation of poverty you can al so
be for the devel opnent of

busi nesses. And you took your tinmne
and | ed a cohort of diverse
Chanbers to convince us and through
your legislation get it passed.

And | would say to you that
when you cone into these chanbers,
know that there are people that are
pro people but they're also pro
busi ness, pro peopl e because
busi nesses are people too. And we
make that -- and we don't have
floor fights out here about that,
but we have those discussions in a
meani ngful way thanks to the
i nformati on you guys provi de every
day.

So to ny col |l eague' s point,
you m ght not have got it this tine
but there'll be a next tine up at
bat and we have to juxtapose that
with sone of the other priorities
that we have to, |ike you say, pay

for. Mayor Parker, to her credit,
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i n her budget deliberation showed
us that the vast majority of our
tax revenues don't come fromreal
estate as nost people believe.

Di sproportionately, it's on the
backs of small businesses |ike
yours.

And what we al so understand
is that we have to fight for the
person that invest their tine,
their treasury into a smal
busi ness. They are the nost
cour ageous people that | know,
because it's one thing to go work
for IBM get a gold watch, your
paycheck cones every two weeks
predi ct abl y.

It is another thing to have
to bal ance a | edger and be able to
pay your enployees first and then
pay us second. It is a difficult
courageous task. And what | |ike
about your generation, M. Carter,
being an alumi fromhere is that

they're sone of the nobst courageous
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people |'ve ever net.

W were taught in ny
generation being the senior nenber
on deck here today, we were taught
go to work for sonmeone el se, work
20 years, make themrich and then
retire. You were taught to believe
in yourself, to put your nouth
where your treasury is and eke a
living in the Gty of Philadel phia.

But for the record every
step of the way you age as ne. |'m
a foundi ng nenber of the African
Aneri can Chanber of Commerce
advocating for small businesses. |
amthe former Director of the
M nority Business Enterprise
Council. I think our tenure under
W son Goode, we held a record of
$387 mllion to mnority businesses
yet to be achieved since.

W are a part of that vote
that reduced taxes. W care about
smal | busi nesses in this chanber

too. So we appreciate your
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testinony today, but our | eadership
Is often open to consider those
ki nds of factors and there's a
budget every year, and we hope to
be alittle nore attentive to the
needs of small businesses.

Thank you, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch

WIl the derk please cal
the | ast person for public comment.

THE CLERK: Yes. W have
Bryan Fenstermaker and they're
testifying on Resolution No. 240487
and 240552.

(Wtness approached Wtness
Tabl e.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Bef ore you begin, Bryan, | also
just want to -- M. Carter and
M. Stoddart, | also just want to

echo the sentinments of ny
col | eagues. Before we wap up, the
pur pose of us putting together the

Tax Reform Conmmi ssion iS SO we can
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| ook at things conprehensively.

And | know when you tal k
about doing cuts it sends the
busi ness signal. But when you're
tal ki ng about small businesses
getting a tax cut of $80, right,
sonething is better than nothing,
right. We had discussions on how
can we get this conprehensively and
nove beyond just synbolic gestures
of us being open for business.

We al so have a Speci al
Committee on Diversity, Equity and
I nclusion, right, because we all
know often too many tines that
Bl ack and Brown and wonman- owned
busi nesses don't even have a seat
at the table, right. They al ways
have to cone in as a sub and not be
the prine.

And so, | just want to echo
the sentinments of everything that
nmy col | eagues tal ked about because,
yes, we do support small

busi nesses. And even with the
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Diversity, Equity and I ncl usion
Task Force, it's an effort for us
to break down the obstacles and the
barriers that have prevented us
from devel opi ng generati ona

weal t h.

We're the nunber one big
city when it conmes to poverty, but
yet | see devel opnent taking pl ace
all throughout the Cty of
Phi | adel phia. And so, there's a
| ot of different ways in terns of
how we can nmake sure we're
supporting particularly Bl ack and
Brown smal | busi nesses.

And one of the key ways is
I know | have a track record as the
2nd District Council person that any
maj or devel opnent project that
cones to the 2nd Council manic
District, we're doing 50 percent
mnority participation requirenent,
not just on construction but al so
pr of essi onal services as well as

procurenment, who's getting the
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| awyer work, who's getting the
architect work, who's getting the
cl eaning contract, who's getting
the public relations contract.

And so, as a body we try to
take a conprehensive approach in
maki ng sure we're supporting our
Bl ack and Brown busi nesses, but we
definitely hear you. W thank you
for taking tinme out of your
schedul e and being here today. And
so, keep up the good work as wel|.
Thank you.

You can begin your
testinony, sir. Just state your
nanme and your title for the record.

MR, FENSTERMAKER:  Sure.
Good afternoon. M nane is Bryan
Fenstermaker. | amthe President
and CEO of Gty Avenue Speci a
Services District of Philadel phia
and Lower Merion. Good afternoon,
Presi dent Johnson and
Counci | menbers.

|'"'m here today to offer ny
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support for Resolution 240168
appoi nting Madi son McCarron to the
City Ave District Board of
Directors. Just as sone
background, City Ave District is a
dual municipality munici pal
authority operating on both sides
of Gty Avenue. Qur Board is nade
up of nine directors, Philadel phia
side and nine on the Lower Merion
side. W're a 2.7 mle-long
corridor from63rd Street to the
Schuyl ki 'l Expressway.

Qur budget annually funds
bi ke patrol and safety, cleaning
and i nprovenents, capital
i nprovenents and we' ve rai sed over
$16 mllion since our inception to
do capital projects, nost recently
the reconnection to Presidenti al
Boul evard on the side of Target
al ong Monunent Road. W're
currently working on a retai
strategy and i npl enentati on plan.

And today we just held a
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groundbreaking for a six floor
m xed- use redevel opnent project.
Madi son -- back to the
testinony. Madison McCarron is a
dynam c portfolio manager in real
estate and represents Rose Val |l ey
Managenent and oversees the
financi al performance and
operations of a nulti-famly
portfolio of assets, including the
Mansi on at Bala which is on the
Phi | adel phia side of the district.
Madi son previously held a
position as General Manager of Mack
Property Managenent which is the
owners of Presidential Cty, which
is over 1,000 units within the
Cty, 4th District. She
contributes to the successf ul
acqui sition and operation of C ass
A portfolio valued in excess of $80
mllion and has worked in a nunber
of different apartnment, nulti-
famly use projects within the

district as wel|.
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She's bringing her
expertise in | eadership, vendor
part nershi ps and strategi c asset
managenent to our district and
al i gni ng her professional endeavors
with the continued success of City
Ave District. Thank you for your
time and |I''m happy to answer any
addi ti onal questions on the
nom nati on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch.

Any questions or comments
from menbers of the Commttee?

The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Kat herine Gl nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Well, | just wanted
to -- thank you, Council President.

| just wanted to thank you
for the conversation we had
relative to the Gty Avenue Speci al
Services District. And | want to

thank my District nmenber
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Counci | renber Jones for al ways
working with us in the conmunity
and for the new trash receptacles
that are out, the blue trash
receptacles that are out on Cty
Avenue. And just wanted to put on
the record that nore are comng to
t he Phil adel phia side of the
street.

In addition to that, |
understand that today you all had
t he groundbreaking for the Bal a
Cynwyd Shoppi ng Center, the area of
Lord & Taylor's. And even though
that's on the Cty Avenue side,
It's an inportant shopping corridor
to folks who live on the City side.
And so, | congratulate you all on
that as well.

And finally, | wanted to
just put on the record that |I'm
appreci ative of the work that you
all have done with WRA and the 52nd
ward RCO M. Steve, Steve Jones,

relative to the proposed sort of
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restaurant in between Bryn Maw
Avenue and 51st on City Avenue.
And | look forward to the continued

work you will do with the

communi ty.
So | just wanted to say
t hank you for the willingness to

speak with us and work with us and
work with the property owners
relative to everything that's
happening on the corridor. And I
just wanted to thank Council nenber
Jones for all of his help with
that. Thank you very, very nuch.

MR, FENSTERMAKER: G eat.
Thank you. Appreciate it.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

Any ot her questions or
comments from nmenbers of the
Comm ttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Ckay. Thank you.

Heari ng none, there being
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no further questions from nenbers
of the Commttee and no ot her
wi tnesses on the list to testify, |
will ask if there's anyone el se
present in this hearing who w shes
to offer testinony on Bills and
Resol uti ons 240487, 240552, 240168,
240179, 240180, 240181, 240182 and
2404927

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Hearing none, | wanted to thank all
the witnesses for their
participation today. W definitely
val ue your opinion. W wll now go
into our public neeting to consider
the action to be taken on Bill and
Resol uti on Nos. 240487, 240552,
240168, 240179, 240180, 240181,
240182 and 240492.

Ms. Loughead, wi Il you
pl ease call the roll.

THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
Squi I | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
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Present.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Gaut hi er.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Counci | nember

Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Present.

THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
Lozada.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Present.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Present .

THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
O Neill.

(No response.)
THE CLERK: Counci |l menber
G I nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
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Rl CHARDSON: Present.

Thonmas.

Jones.

Young.

Harrity.

Present.

Ahnad.

Present.

Landau.

Present.

Br ooks.

THE CLERK: Counci | nember

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Counci | nember

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Present.

THE CLERK: Counci | nember

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG Present.

THE CLERK: Counci |l menber

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:

THE CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:

THE CLERK: Counci |l menber

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:

THE CLERK: Counci |l menber

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
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Present.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE
Present.

THE CLERK: Counci
Presi dent Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Present.

The Chair recogni zes |saiah
Thomas as bei ng present.

Before we continue to take
action on the bills and
resolutions, this Conmttee will be
in recess. W wll take a brief
recess until 8 o'clock. Thank you
very much. |'ll see y'all back.

["'msorry. That's
8:00 p.m this evening. And for
the record everyone, that's
8:00 p.m this evening.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | woman Lozada as bei ng
present. She's present.

(Eveni ng recess.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Good norning. The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Kat herine Gl nore
Ri chardson for an amendnment to Bill
No. 240179 -- we will now resune
the public neeting. Everybody has
a copy electronically of the
amendnent that was actually
circulated. If you need a specific
hard copy, we will make sure you
get it. But other than that, we
want to nove forward.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | woman Kat herine G| nore
Ri chardson for an anmendnent to Bill
No. 240179.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you,
M. Chai r man.

| offer an anmendnent to
Bill No. 240179. A copy of the
amendnent has been circulated to
all nenbers of the Commttee, and |
nove for its adoption.

(Duly seconded.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair notes for the record that
Counci | menmber Thomas seconds the
nmot i on.

Al in favor will signify
by sayi ng aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the anendnent
to Bill No. 240179 is adopt ed.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Kat herine Gl nore
Ri chardson for an amendment to Bill
No. 240181.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,
M. Chai r man.

| offer an anmendnent to
Bill No. 240181. A copy of the
amendnent has been circulated to
all menbers of the Commttee and |

nove for its adoption.
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(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair notes for the record that
Counci | menber Thomas seconds the
noti on.

Al those in favor w |
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the anendnent
i s adopt ed.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | renber G I nore Ri chardson
for an amendnment to Bill No.
240182.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you,

M. Chairman.

| offer an anendnent to
Bill No. 240182. A copy of the
amendnment has been circulated to

all menbers of the Commttee and |
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nove for its adoption.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair notes for the record that
Counci | menber Thomas seconds the
not i on.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the anendnent
I s adopt ed.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber G I nore Ri chardson
for an anmendnent to Bill No.
240492.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you,

M. Chai r man.

| offer an anendnent to

Bill No. 240492. A copy of the

anendnent has been circulated to
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all menbers of the Commttee and |
nove for its adoption.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair notes for the record that
Counci | menber Thomas seconds the
noti on.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the anendnent
I s adopt ed.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber G | nore Richardson
for a notion on Bill Nos. 240179,
240181, 240182, 240492 each as
amended.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Thank you,

M. Chai r man.
| nove that Bills 240179,
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240181, 240182 and 240492 each as
anmended be reported fromthis
Conmttee with a favorable
recommendati on and that the rules
of Council be suspended as to
permt consideration of these bills
at our next session of Council.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair notes for the record that
Counci | menber Thomas seconds the
notion. |t has been noved and
properly seconded that Bill Nos.
240179, 240181, 240182 and 240492
each as anended be reported from
this Conmttee with a favorable
recommendati on that the rules of
Counci| be suspended to permt
consi deration of these bills at our
next session of Council.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Those opposed?
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(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it. And Bill Nos.
240179, 240181, 240182 and 240492
each as anended wll be reported
fromthis Conmttee with a
favorabl e recommendation with the
suspension of the rules to permt
consi deration of these bills at our
next session of Council.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber G I nore Richardson
for a notion on Resolution and Bil
Nos. 240180, 240487, 240505,
240168, 240552.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Thank you,

M. Chai r man.

| nove that Resol utions and
Bills nunbered 240180, 240487,
240505, 240168 and 240552 be
reported fromthis Conmttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on and t hat
the rules of Council be suspended

as to permt consideration of these
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bills and resol utions at our next
sessi on of Council .

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair notes for the record that
Counci | menber Thomas seconds the
notion. It has been noved and
properly seconded that each of the
Resol utions and Bills nunbered
240180, 240487, 240505, 240168 and
240552 be reported fromthis
Commttee with a favorable
recommendati on and that the rules
of Council be suspended to permt
consi deration of these bills and
resol utions at our next session of
Counci | .

Al'l those in favor of the
notion will signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The ayes have it and Resol ution and
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Bills Nos. 240180, 240487, 240505,
240168 and 240552 will be reported
fromthis Commttee with a
favorabl e recomendation with a
suspension of the rules to permt
consi deration of these bills and
resol utions at our next session of
Counci | .

Thi s concl udes the busi ness
before the Committee of the \Wole
t oday.

"Il see y'all | guess this
norni ng. So thank everybody for
your patience. Good job everyone
for your advocacy as we wap up
this budget session -- the Chair
recogni zes Counci | nenber | sai ah
Thomas for a notion to adjourn.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
you, M. Chairman -- thank you,
Council President. | nove that the
Committee of the Whole stand in
recess.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: |

second t hat.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Al'l those in favor wll say aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it.

(Conmittee of the Wuole

concluded at 1:25 a.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

I, hereby certify that the proceedi ngs
and evidence noted are contained fully and
accurately in the stenographic notes taken by
me in the foregoing natter, and that this is

a correct transcript of the sane.

TANEHA CARROLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of this
transcri pt does not apply to any reproduction
of the sane by any neans, unless under the
di rect control and/or supervision of the

certifying reporter.)
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