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6/ 4/ 24 - RULES - BILL 240058, ETC.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: This hearing is
called to order. Menbers and guests will please
take their seats. This is the Conmttee on
Rul es. Today is Tuesday, June 4th, 2024. Madam
Clerk, please call the roll to take attendance.
Menbers that are in attendance will please
i ndi cate that you are present when your nane is
cal | ed.

THE CLERK: Counci |l menber Squill a.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Counci |l nenber G | nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LMEMBER RI CHARDSON:  Present.

THE CLERK:  Counci | menber Jones.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES: Present.

THE CLERK:  Counci |l nenber O Neill.

COUNCI LMEMBER O NEI LL: Present.

THE CLERK: Counci | nenber Thonas.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:  Counci | menber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER:  Present.

THE CLERK: Chair Bass.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Present. Thank

you. A quorum of the commttee is present and
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6/ 4/ 24 - RULES - BILL 240058, ETC.
the hearing is nowcalled to order. And this is
the public hearing of the Conmttee on Rul es
regarding bills nunber 240058, 240157, 240242,
240332, 240368, 240385, 240415, 240421, 240426,
240427, 240432, and 240466. And, Madam Cd erk,
pl ease read the title of these bills.

THE CLERK: Bill Nunber 240058,
amendi ng section 14-702 of the Phil adel phi a Code
entitled floor area, height and dwelling unit
density bonuses to add requirenents related to
the use of paynents in lieu of building
af f ordabl e housing to receive floor area,
bui | di ng height and dwelling unit density
bonuses.

And anendi ng section 14-533 entitled
M N, M xed |Incone Nei ghborhoods Overlay District
to add requirenents related to the use of
paynments in lieu of building affordabl e housing
to satisfy certain mninmm affordabl e housi ng
bui | ding requirenents under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

Bi |l Nunber 240157, anmending Title 14
Zoning and Planning and Title 18 Commerce of the

Phi | adel phia Code to clarify responsibilities of
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t he Departnent of Aviation and elim nated
provi sions related to passenger charges, al
under certain terns and conditions.

Bill Nunber 240242, anendi ng section
14-500 of the Philadel phia Code entitled Overlay
Zoning Districts by amendi ng section 14-524
entitled FDO, Fourth District Overlay District to
establish use regulations on nedical facilities
under certain terns and conditions.

Bi |l Nunber 240332, approving the 6th
amendnent of the redevel opnent proposal for the
Anerican Street Industrial Corridor urban renewal
area being the area generally bounded by Lehigh
Avenue, Burke Street, and Montgonery Avenue on
the north, by Second Street and Phillips Street
on the east by CGerard Avenue, Oxford Street and
Jefferson Street on the south and by Germant own
Avenue, 6th Street and 3rd Street on the west,

i ncluding the 6th Anendnent to the Urban Renewal
Pl an, which provides for changes that woul d nmake
It consistent with the North Phil adel phia

redevel opment area plan and general ly consi stent
with the nost recent conprehensive plan approved

by the City Planning Conm ssion of the Gty of
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Phi | adel phi a.

Bill Nunmber 240368, continuing a
nei ghbor hood i nprovenent district known as the
East Passyunk Avenue Busi ness | nprovenent
District in an area that generally includes both
si des of East Passyunk Avenue fromthe south side
of Federal Street to the east side of South Broad
Street.

Certain bl ocks of streets that
intersect the portion of East Passyunk Avenue,
both sides of South Broad Street fromthe north
side of McKean Street to the north side of Snyder
Avenue and the west side of Broad Street fromthe
south side of Mfflin Street to the north side of
McKean Street.

Desi gnat ed the East Passyunk Avenue
Busi ness | nprovenent District |ncorporated, which
has organi zed itself as a Pennsyl vania nonprofit
corporation as a nei ghborhood i nprovenent
di strict managenent association for the district.

Approving a plan for the district
including a list of proposed inprovenents and
their estimated costs and providing for

assessnent fees to be |levied on property owners
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within the district authorizing the director of
commerce on behalf of the city to execute an
agreenent wth the East Passyunk Avenue Busi ness
| nprovenent District Incorporated related to the
district.

And aut hori zing the East Passyunk
Avenue Business | nprovenent District Incorporated
to assess property owners within the district a
speci al property assessnent fee to be used in
accordance with the approved plan, all in
accordance with the provision of the Conmunity
and Economi c | nprovenent Act and under certain
ternms and conditions.

Bill Nunber 240385, to anend the
Phi | adel phi a Zoni ng Maps by changi ng the zoni ng
desi gnations of certain areas of |and | ocated
within an area bounded by Snyder Avenue, 6th
Street, Cantrell Street, and 7th Street.

Bill Nunber 240415, to anend the
Phi | adel phi a Zoni ng Maps by changi ng the zoni ng
desi gnations of certain areas of |and | ocated
within an area bound by Island Avenue, the
Del awar e Expressway, and Bartram Avenue.

Bill Nunber 240421, to anend the
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Phi | adel phi a Zoni ng Maps by changi ng the zoni ng
desi gnations of certain areas of |and | ocated
within an area bound by Valley Avenue, Dom no
Lane, Ri dge Avenue, Paoli Avenue, Pechin Street,
extended Ri dge Avenue, Hermt Street and Henry
Avenue.

And to anend title 14 of the
Phi | adel phi a Code by addi ng section 14-541, Ri dge
Avenue nei ghbor hoods overl ay and maki ng ot her
rel ated changes, all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

Bill Number 240426, to anend the
Phi | adel phi a Zoni ng Maps by changi ng the zoni ng
desi gnations of certain areas of |and |ocated
wi thin the area bounded by Roosevelt Boul evard,
Adans Avenue, Ranpbna Street, Woni ng Avenue, and
VWi t aker Avenue.

Bi |l Nunber 240427, anendi ng section
14- 305 of the Phil adel phia Code entitled
Nonconform ties by providing further provisions
on changes of non-conform ng uses under certain
terms and conditions.

Bi Il Number 240432, to anend the

Phi | adel phi a zoni ng routes by changi ng the zoning
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designations of certain areas of |and | ocated
wi thin an area bounded by Kensi ngton Avenue,
Tioga Street, Jasper Street, and All egheny
Avenue.

And Bill Nunmber 240466, anendi ng
section 14-314 of the Phil adel phia Code entitled
Public Hearings of the Zoning Board of Adjustnent
to change the nunber of board nenbers required
for a quorumor for action taken at a zoning
board of adjustnment hearing, all under certain
ternms and conditions.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you, Madam
Clerk. And as per the sponsor's request, today
we will be holding Bill Nunber 240432. Madam
Clerk, please call the first panel we have to
testify this nmorning on Bill Nunmber 240058.

THE CLERK: Paul a Brunbel ow Bur ns,
Director of Legislation, Philadelphia Cty
Pl anni ng Comm ssi on.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: And as she's
approaching, | know that the bill's sponsor,
Counci | woman Gaut hier, would |i ke to nmake
remarks. Counci | woman Gaut hi er?

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER: Thank you for
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the opportunity to coment, Madam Chair. | know
that we have a packed agenda for this norning, so
"Il be brief.

This bill is part of a set that ains to
correct what's essentially a lie that currently
exists in our code. Many of our district -- ny
di strict coll eagues m ght have experienced the
situation where there's new devel opnent goi ng up
that's taller than what the zoning code currently
all ows by right because devel opers have paid into
the m xed i ncone housi ng density bonus.

What we know to be true is that not
only does this "paynent in |lieu" nean that no
af fordabl e housing will be secured on site, but
we al so know that these paynents have never |ed
to a proportionate increase in the housing trust
fund. And that, noreover, none of this noney
stays within the geographic vicinity of where the
devel opnent is taking place.

This leads to a situation that conmes up
time and tine again where devel opers are doing
what the city asks of them but conmmunity nenbers
are still upset and di scouraged because they are

getting over scal ed devel opnent in their
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nei ghbor hood w th none of the affordabl e housing
benefits that were promsed to them W cannot
turn a blind eye to this any |onger.

|"ve already proposed a charter change
that would mandate this funding to the housing
trust fund that was favorably referred out of
comm ttee last nonth. The next step is Bill
Nunber 240058 in front of this conmttee today,
which calls on the city to spend the noney on
af f ordabl e housing efforts within the council
di strict where the devel opnent is happening.

This nmorning, we will circulate an
amendnent changing the | anguage in the bill from
a two-mle radius around the devel opnent to the
same council district as the devel opnent to give
maxi num flexibility to Council menbers and the
adm ni stration in investing these funds.

These changes wi Il hel p make good on
the original intent of the density bonus, which
is for there to be a conpensatory benefit that
of fsets the additional density allowed in the
zoni ng code.

"Il note also that the | anguage is

quite flexible, allowng for best efforts and
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mul ti ple years for planning and devel opnent to
spend the funds. And as just referenced, it
allows for these funds to be spent within the
entire council district where the project will be
bui | t.

For this reason, | think this is a
reasonabl e and common-sense bill and shoul d be
referred favorably today. Thank you so nuch,
Madam Chai r .

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you,

Council lady Gauthier. And now to the w tness,
Paul a Brunbel ow Burns. Please state your nane
for the record and proceed with your testinony.

M5. BURNS: Good norning, nenbers of
the Rules Commttee. | am Paul a Brunbel ow Burns,
Director of Legislation for the Philadelphia Cty
Pl anni ng Comm ssion. | amhere to testify on
Bi Il Nunmber 240058, introduced into Cty Counci
on February 1st, 2024 by Council nenbers Gaut hi er,
Landau, O Rour ke, Brooks, and Squill a.

Bil | Number 240058 anends Section 14-
702 of the Phil adel phia Code entitled fl oor,
area, height and dwelling unit density bonuses.

To add requirenents related to the use of
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paynents in |ieu of building affordable housing
to receive floor area, building height and
dwel l'ing unit density bonuses.

And anendi ng section 14-533 entitled
M N, M xed |Incone Nei ghborhoods Overlay District.
To add requirenents related to the use of
paynents in |ieu of building affordable housing
to satisfy certain mninmm affordabl e housi ng
bui | di ng requi renents.

This bill anmends the m xed incone
housi ng bonus and the M N, M xed I ncone
Nei ghbor hoods Overlay District, by adding the
requi rement that the city uses best efforts to
use in lieu fees within five years of the owner
tendi ng paynent to the city for a project or
projects within two mles of the devel opnent.

If pursued in earnest, this new
requi rement woul d i npose an adm nistrative
burden. Each housing trust fund, known as HTF
expenditure, would need to be individually
designated as drawing fromthe fees associ at ed
wi th given devel opnment. And funds remai ning from
each devel opnent's account woul d need to be

tracked.
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In addition, HIFs expenditures are
spent in response to applications by residents
and devel opers. The need for housing prograns is
uni versal throughout the city, but devel opnent is
generally concentrated in select areas of the
city.

As a result, we would need to target
our programs that serve those in the areas in
guestion. Further, HITF is just one source of
funding that is often used interchangeably with
ot her local state and federal funds which are not
constrained by this code section, creating a
somewhat pieceneal approach to serving the city's
housi ng needs.

The Phil adel phia City Pl anning
Conmmi ssion considered Bill Nunber 240058 at its
public neeting on March 21st, 2024, and they
recommended the bill not be approved. ['ll be
happy to answer any questions at this tine.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you for your
testinony. Chair recognizes Counci | woman
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER:  Thank you,
Madam Chair. Thank you for your testinony. As
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noted, we are changi ng the geographi c boundary to
council district.

So with that change and with what was
already in the bill best efforts, the planning
conmm ssi on woul d have five years. The pl anning
conm ssion has the entire council district to
work in with collaboration with the
Counci | menber.

| fail to see how this would be an
adm ni stratively burdensonme program As city
governnent, we have to allocate noney to
di fferent geographic areas all the tine. And |
just want to bring us back to the original intent
of the paynent and |ieu program

When high density market rate
devel opnment is going up in Conmunity X, we are
telling neighbors that that is okay because
they're going to get a correspondi ng i nvest nent
i n af f ordabl e housi ng, which was the original
intent of the program as created by forner
Counci | mrenber Maria Qui nones Sanchez.

These changes, one, to mandate that
that paynment in lieu noney actually finds its way

to the housing trust fund and to require that
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there is sone geographic coordination to where
that noney is spent so that it actually does
provi de an offset.

Qur commonsense changes, and | fail to
see how the admi nistration would not be able to
make a correspondi ng i nvestnent in such a | arge
geographic area within a five-year period. |
think that we are nore sophisticated than that.
Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you,
Counci | mrenber. Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Jones and al so want to recogni ze the presence of
Counci | menber Mark Squill a.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES: Thank you, Madam
Chair. Question, and it cane to our attention
t hat how nmuch noney have we received over the
| ast couple of years for the housing trust fund
fromthis --

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER: Poi nt of
i nformati on, these paynents have never exceeded,
with the exception of one year that was an
anomaly, nore than $10 mllion a year. So it's a
relatively small anmount of noney that equals

about 1.9 percent of the total noney that the
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city is spending on housing assi stance.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES: So it's
approximately 10 mllion a year?

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER: Mbst tines
| ess.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES: Okay. My
question actually is, why does it go to the
general fund and not to the housing trust fund?

M5. BURNS: That is a very good
question that | don't --

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES: | usual ly ask
good questions. Don't be surprised.

M5. BURNS: | don't actually know that
answer. | had originally -- | believe the bil
was originally set up to go to the housing trust
fund. | do not know what happened then that goes

to the general fund. That | do not know.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES: Woul d you provide
that answer to the chair to --

M5. BURNS: Yes.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES: -- distribute to
the conmttee? Because that's the whole
intention of creating a housing trust fund, is to

put these kinds of dollars init. And | don't
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understand why it would go to the general fund.

M5. BURNS: We will get that answer by
this afternoon.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES:  Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you. And |
just wanted to add -- any other questions from
menbers of the commttee? Comments? | just
wanted to add that based on what we've been doing
and the way we've been operating in terns of not
providing funding directly into the housing trust
fund, it's created a fiasco.

It's just a disaster of epic
proportions because when we | ook at the nunber of
peopl e who applied for housing choice vouchers, |
t hi nk the nunber was sonmewhere around 37, 000.

And at $10 million going into the
housi ng trust fund a year and the rate, the price
and the rate of real estate devel opnent right
now, we are never going to be able to see our way
anywhere close to being able to house the fol ks
t hat need to be housed.

| firmy believe that it's our
responsibility as the Gty of Philadelphia to

make sure that there's housing for those of
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| esser nmeans, to nmake sure that we're doing
everything we can to nake sure that people have a
decent quality housing.

So | applaud the bill's sponsor. |'m
glad to hear that we're going to be nmaking sure
that this reaches nei ghborhoods that otherw se
m ght not have been reached.

So we're going to expand the boundaries
of where these funds will go to where they're
comi ng fromand where they're going to. There'l
be a | arger catchnent area, if you wll, so that
the funds can get out into the nei ghborhoods
needed.

So that being said, if there's no other
coments for menbers of the conmttee. Thank
you, Ms. Brunbel ow Burns.

M5. BURNS: You're wel cone.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Madam Cl erk, can
we have you call the next nenbers of -- the next
panelist to testify?

THE CLERK: Panel a Andrews, West
Powel t on/ Saunders Park RCO De' Wayne Drummond,
Mantua C vic Association, and Garrett O Dwyer

fromthe Phil adel phia Associ ation of Community

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmi ttee on Rul es
06/ 04/ 2024

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

Page 19
6/ 4/ 24 - RULES - BILL 240058, ETC.

Devel opment Cor por ati ons.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: And while they're
comng forward, | do want to recogni ze the
presence of Councilwoman Quetcy Lozada fromthe
7th District and Council man Jeffery Young from
the 5th district. Good norning.

M5. ANDREWS: Good nor ni ng.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Wen you' re ready,

pl ease state your nane for the record and

proceed.

M5. ANDREWS: My nane is Panel a
Andrews. | amthe chair of West
Powel t on/ Saunders Park RCO. Good norning. | am

here today to testify in support of Bill 240058.

For us, we feel the nobst inportant
thing that you need to know about this bill is
t hat West Powelton, we deal daily wth the inpact
of the density bonus in our comunity.

Devel opers cone in. Their main focus
in our community is to build multifam |y housing.
It has turned our conmunity primarily into a
bedroom community for the universities. W have
to deal with oversized devel opnent, density,

noi se, trash, all of it.
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And there is no guarantees that none of
the nonies that are generated fromthe density
bonuses cone back into our community. W have
seen absol utely none, and we need to see that
changed.

In our community of West Powel ton, |
will say to you, over the past year, as zoning
chair of RCO | have seen nunerous | arge-scale
buil dings go up. Al right? And no noney has
come back in the community.

The nonies that could be generated, the
mllions that have cone fromthat devel opnent, we
could basically, if it came back into our
comunity, we could put together our own
af f ordabl e housi ng prograns. This needs to
change.

" mconstantly bonbarded every day with
phone calls, and this is a sinple thing. But
seniors who have lived in the nei ghborhood for
30, 40, 50 years, and because how this has
I npact ed the nei ghborhood, they're calling every
day saying, "Pam you know, |'ve been here for 50
years and |'ve never seen rodents running up and

down the street", because wth all of this
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density, the quality of life in our particular
nei ghbor hood i s changi ng.

We are happy about this bill. W
appl aud Counci | woman Gaut hi er for sponsoring this
bill. And we want to see the density nonies cone
back into our nei ghborhood and be utilized
positively to create affordable housing. Thank
you for allowi ng ne to speak today.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you for your
testinony. De'Wayne Drummond.

MR. DRUMMOND: Good norni ng, Madam
Chair and --

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Good nor ni ng.

MR. DRUMMOND: -- the Rules Comm ttee.
I"d like to thank you all for hosting and havi ng
this very, very inportant topic. M nane is
De' Wayne Drumond. | amthe president of Mantua
G vic Association. And the Mantua Civic
Associ ation support this bill 240058.

And | have to stand on the Mantua notto
Is plan or be planned for. This is an excellent,
excel l ent strategy when it cones down to
di spl acenent. And di spl acenent, we call at

Mantua the G spot. |It's a gentrification spot
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where a | ot of devel opnent is taking place and
the current residents is not benefiting fromthe
devel opnent .

And with this bill right here for you
to go to pass through Rules Comnmttee and go up
to city council, I think this will be a win, just
not for Mantua, but for the City of Philadel phia
also. And it should not be that devel opnent take
pl ace and noney get put in a trust. And instead
of North Philly or West Philly getting that
noney, it get placed down in Center Cty, for
exanpl e.

So | ain't going to be long w nded. |
t hank you for your tine, and | hope you di gest
what everybody is saying about this bill. And
t hank you once again.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you. Thank
you for your testinony. And Garrett O Dwer.

MR. O DWER:  Good nor ni ng.

Chai rperson Bass and Vice Chair Squilla, if he's
still here, and nenbers of City Council Commttee
on Rules. M nane is Garrett O Dwyer, and |'m

t he associate policy director for the

Phi | adel phi a Associ ation of Community Devel opnent
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Cor porations, or PACDC.

W represent 60 Phil adel phia CDC
menbers and anot her hundred associ ate nenbers
engaged in comunity devel opnment, comunity
revitalization, and comrunity stabilization.

Thank you for the opportunity to
testify before the Rules Comnmttee in favor of
Bi Il Nunmber 240058 that adds further requirenents
for paynents in lieu in exchange for obtaining
density bonuses for projects providing m xed
i ncone housi ng.

If the Cty's goal is to create
di verse, affordabl e nei ghborhoods of choice
across Philadelphia, it is inportant that
af f ordabl e housi ng be created where | arger scale
mar ket rate projects are taking place.

What we've seen is that paynents in
lieu in exchange for density bonuses are not
necessarily utilized to expand affordabl e housi ng
opportunities in the nei ghborhoods where the new
devel opnents are taking place.

Currently, the paynments to the housing
trust fund can be used by the Housing trust fund

anywhere in the city. Wile there is value in

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmi ttee on Rul es
06/ 04/ 2024

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

Page 24
6/ 4/ 24 - RULES - BILL 240058, ETC.

havi ng such flexibility, in this case a nore
targeted approach for use of these funds is
warrant ed since new nmarket rates devel opnent may
lead to increases in housing costs in a

nei ghbor hood.

In conmuni ties where we have seen
I ncreases in property values and resident
di spl acenent, an uptick in market rate
devel opnent has been the | ead indicator.

Therefore, if we were to neaningfully
conbat displacenent and build m xed i ncone
comunities, it is necessary for there to be
focused investnents in exactly these comunities
before opportunities for affordability are
forecl osed upon for good.

PACDC supports Bill Nunmber 240058 as
anmended, requiring paynent and lieu funds to be
spent within the council district at the project
receiving the density bonus. But we are
concerned that the council district may be too
| arge a geography to ensure expanded affordable
housi ng opportunities in the nei ghborhood where
the project is being devel oped.

We all know t hat nei ghborhoods can be

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmi ttee on Rul es
06/ 04/ 2024

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

Page 25
6/ 4/ 24 - RULES - BILL 240058, ETC.

qui te conpact in Philadel phia, often smaller than
10 bl ocks or about a mle. The original two-mle
radius is actually four mles fromend to end,

whi ch can span mnul ti pl e nei ghborhoods. Counci
district could be even larger. W would
recommend a smal |l er distance, a nore targeted
geography for the greatest effect.

Whil e not addressed in this bill, we
woul d al so highlight the need to periodically
eval uate whether paynents in lieu are set at an
appropriate rate to nmaxi m ze affordabl e housi ng
devel opnment on site, rather than paynents to the
housi ng trust fund because that is the surest way
to create new affordable units within the
nei ghbor hood experiencing significant market rate
devel oprent .

Lastly, we are concerned that these
proceeds are directed towards the Housi ng Trust
Fund sub fund. VWhile the original Housing trust
fund has restrictions to ensure that at |east 50
percent of funds are spent on our poorest
nei ghbors neking | ess than 30 percent AM, the
sub fund does not simlarly prioritize those nost

i n need.
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Again, we'd like to thank Council man
Gaut hier for her |eadership. And we want to add
our strong support for Bill Nunber 240058 as
anended. And thank you for the opportunity to
testify.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you for your
testinony. Any questions from nenbers?
Counci | woman Gaut hi er ?

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER: Qui ck
comments. One, | wanted to thank everybody for
testifying. Garrett, | just wanted to
acknow edge your testinony. The change the
council district was sonething that woul d nake
the bill work for all of the district
counci | menbers.

So it was an inportant change but | do
note your comment, and | also amvery commtted
to working with you to see how we can strengt hen
on site affordable units and to tackle the AM
I ssue as we nove forward.

And then | also wanted to thank --
well, | call her Ms. Pam-- Ms. Pam and Dwayne
for comng to testify today. They are in the

thick of all of this devel opnent, market rate
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devel opnent, where we're not seeing enough of an
offset in affordable units.

And | just wanted to give one quick
exanpl e, because with the pace of devel opnent
that's happening in and around West Powelton, in
and around Mantua, this budget season, |'ve been
advocating heavily for $14 mllion to support the
rebuil ding of 70 |l owincome units on the forner
University Gty town hone site.

W woul d have had that noney already if
we had this change several years ago. And | w |
note when we asked for it, we would have had that
noney al ready, and we woul dn't be coming hat in
hand to the adm nistration to ask for these units
that we already settled on in federal court.

So this is a very, very inportant piece
of legislation to make sure that communities get
what they deserve and that the nost desirable
nei ghbor hoods in our city are open to working
cl ass people. Thank you so much for being here
t oday.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Seei ng that
there's no other questions fromthe commttee,

Madam Cl erk, please call for the next bill and
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testify. |Is there soneone else here to testify
on Bill Nunmber 2400587

THE CLERK: | have Pastor J. Broadnax
and Eli zabeth Waring.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Good nor ni ng,
Pastor. How are you?

MR. BROADNAX: Good norni ng.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: kay. Pl ease
state your nane for the record and proceed with
your testinony.

MR. BROADNAX: Yes. M nane is Pastor
Jay Broadnax. |'m pastor of Munt Pisgah AVE
Church in West Phil adel phia and a board nenber of
t he West Powel t on/ Saunders Par k RCO

And |'m here in support of Bill Nunber
240058 concerning the use of in |oop paynents
made by devel opers to purchase density bonuses to
get around the requirenent to include affordable
housing in their projects.

And you' ve just heard from ot hers how
the projects taking place are generating nmuch in
the mllions and in |ieu paynents, especially in
our West Powel ton nei ghborhood. And | believe

that the spirit and intent of the density bonuses
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requi rement is good.

It's intended to nmake sure that sonehow
the seemingly unbridl ed devel opnent that is going
on in certain sections of the city |ike ours,
does not | ead to honbgeneous and excl usive
nei ghbor hoods t hrough the spread of the cancer of
gentrification.

It's intended to provide resources to
make sure that there are units being built in
t hose nei ghborhoods that ordinary folk can
afford. The problemis that the funds that are
generated through the provision do not serve that
pur pose.

The noney's generated by devel opnent in
our backyards end up being added to the general
fund, thereby being a discretionary cash cow
applied to purposes that it was never intended to
fund.

So the city's housing trust fund goes
under funded and nore fol ks are priced out of
their nei ghborhoods. 1In addition, even when it
does go to the housing trust fund, the spirit of
the provision is to ensure that the nei ghbor hoods

directly affected by the devel opnent, not sone

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmi ttee on Rul es
06/ 04/ 2024

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

6/ 4/ 24 - RULES - BILL 240058, ETC. rage 50
area that has no connection to the generation of
those funds get the benefit.
Wth all of the demands on city
revenues, that wll never happen unless it's made
to happen by this bill. | look around and |I see

the renewal going on, which is a good thing. But
| also | ook around and | see faces that have been
there for years, |eaving, forced out.

Let's fix this policy so that there's
pl enty good roomfor themand their children to
stay around. Thank you.

M5. WARING  Good nor ni ng.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you for your
testinony. Please state your nane for the record
and proceed.

M5. WARING  Elizabeth Waring, and |I'm
a menber of the West Powel t on/ Saunders Park RCO.
Also, | manage the Holly Street Garden. And I'm
sayi ng these things because of devel opnent and
the pressures and constant calls and ot her things
bei ng done because they want the garden, for one,
to devel op al so the hones.

So when | started in nei ghborhood and

bought my honme 44 plus years ago, it was a great
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place to live. And | could afford to live there,
raise ny children there.

We have | ess honeowners and nore high-
density buil dings, stacking of people. And this
has really created a problem 1'd like for ny
children to cone back to the area where they grew
up in but they can't afford to do it.

So in seeing the constant devel opnent
and what used to be nmultifamly units of three
units, they are nultiple in terns of hundreds now
and it's just too much of a problem And | don't
know what's going to be done. | see certain
nei ghbor hoods, particularly West Powelton, being
nore devel oped than sone areas.

But I'mdefinitely in support of the
bill and bringing sone of that noney back and
hopefully not just a penny on the dollar, so that
we coul d have nore m xed i ncone, that people can
afford to cone back and stay and raise their
children and let it be the continued |ike united
nations that it had been wth all races. Ckay.
Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you very

much for your testinmony. |Is there anyone el se
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here who would Iike to give public testinony
whose nanme hasn't been called? And there are no
nore questions or coments from nenbers of the
commttee? GCkay. Al right.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER: | just wanted
to thank both of themfor their testinony, but
noreover, all of your work in the conmunity.
We're grateful for all of you. Thank you so
much.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you. Ckay.
And so hearing no other witnesses here to
testify, I want to thank the witnesses for their
participation today on Bill Nunmber 240058. Madam
Clerk, please call the first panel we have to
testify this norning on Bill Nunmber 240157.

THE CLERK: Shane Doud, director of
governnent affairs for the Departnent of
Avi at i on.

MR. DOUD: Good norni ng.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:. (Good norni ng.

Pl ease state your nane for the record and
proceed.

MR. DOUD: Shane Doud, director of

governnent affairs for the Phil adel phia
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International Airport, the Departnent of
Avi ati on.

Good norning. Chair Bass and nenbers
of the Commttee on Rules. M nane is Shane
Doud, director of governnent affairs for the
Departnent of Aviation, which manages both
Phi | adel phia I nternational Airport and Northeast
Phi | adel phia Airports.

|"mhere to testify in support of Bill
Nunber 24157, which would clarify
responsibilities of the Departnent of Aviation,
elimnate provisions related to passenger
charges. A thorough summary of these changes was
shared in advance of this hearing.

Most of these changes are technical in
nat ure and update aspects of the Phil adel phia
Code that still reference the Departnent of
Commerce and Division of Aviation as overseeing
PHL and PNE. As this commttee may recall, these
functions were transferred to the Departnent of
Aviation as a result of a change to the Hone Rul e
Charter early in 2023.

Thi s ordi nance al so elimnates

federally preenpted | anguage i n the Phil adel phia
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Code relating to locally assessed passenger
charges. Section 18-204 of the Phil adel phia
Code, which was enacted in 1976, authorized a
| ocal passenger charge.

Several years later, in 1996, this
section of the Philadel phia Code was preenpted by
federal legislation, USC 40116. This federal
| aw, known as the Anti-Head Tax Act, prohibits
states and localities fromassessing a fee, tax,
or head charge on an individual traveling in air
commerce. As this |ocal charge cannot be
assessed, our teamrecommends renoving the
| anguage from the Phil adel phia Code.

I"d like to thank you for the
opportunity to present testinony today on Bil
Nunber 240157. | kindly request adoption of the
amendnents related to the -- to this ordinance.
These anendnents include additional technical
changes to the code that were caught after bil
I ntroducti on.

| respectfully ask for the Commttee
for adoption of the amendnents, a favorable
recommendati on of the ordinance, and that the

rul es be suspended to allow first reading at the
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next session wth council nenbers.
COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you very
much for your testinony. Any questions from
menbers of the commttee? Okay. Seeing none.
Is there anyone el se here to testify on this
bill? Bill Nunber 240157? Okay. And seeing
none. Thank you very nuch for --
MR. DOUD: Thank you.
COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: -- your testinony

today. Madam Cl erk, please call the next w tness
for Bill Nunmber 240242.

THE CLERK: Paul a Brunbel ow Burns,
Director of Legislation, Philadelphia Cty
Pl anni ng Conm ssi on.

MS. BURNS: |'m Paul a Brumbel ow Burns,
Director of Legislation for the Philadelphia Cty
Pl anni ng Comm ssion. | amhere to testify on
Bi |l Nunmber 240242, introduced into Cty Counci
on April 4th, 2024 by Council menber Jones Juni or.

Bi |l Nunmber 240242 anends the
Phi | adel phi a Zoni ng Code by anendi ng section 14-
524 entitled FDO, Fourth District Overlay
District to establish use regul ations on nedi cal

facilities in the Wnfield Hei ghts nei ghborhood
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of the West Park Planning D strict.

This bill establishes a nedical
facility control area in the Wnfield Heights
nei ghbor hood wi t hi n boundaries that include Ford
Road, Conshohocken Avenue and the Schuyl kil |
Expr essway.

The overlay woul d prohibit the nedical,
dental, and health practitioner and hospital uses
wi thin overlay boundaries. The effect of the
bill istolimt future nedical facilities in the
nei ghbor hood.

Pl anni ng comm ssion staff would note
that the zoning bill does not change the status
of legally non-conform ng nedi cal uses and
prohi bit the nedical use as described and could
limt access to needed health care.

The Phil adel phia City Pl anning
Conmi ssion considered Bill Nunmber 240242 at its
public nmeeting on April 18th, 2024 and
recommended the bill not for approval. 1'll be
happy to answer any questions at this tine.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you for your
testinony. Chair recognizes Council man Jones.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES: Al ways a pl easure
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to --
COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: It is.
COUNCI LMEMBER JONES: -- discuss things

wi th the planning departnent. M nicknane for
themis the Departnment of No. You always tell us
no. And | understand you have to take those
positions. But as a district council person who
knows his respective communities, we try to err
on the side of the community.

And in this case, the good news is that
| amreally working well with the devel oper of
this site. W are very close to figuring it out.
But when | introduced this |egislation
col l eagues, it was to nake sure that there was a
bullet in the gun just in case.

Now, whether | was going to pull it and
shoot it and use it is sonething | think with
prayer and working together collegially that the
devel oper and the community will figure it out.

So what | amrecomendi ng at this point
Is that we pass it out a commttee without a rule
suspension so that we can keep it there as the
progress of this particular site.

And maybe I'l| elaborate on the site
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and | want you to know, let ne prefix ny remarks
for the stenographer, high support rehabilitation
of peopl e who have drug dependencies. Not just
in ny words, but in ny deeds.

We have Parksi de Recovery on Parksi de
Avenue, which we've worked out for now over a
decade, good nei ghbor rel ationships. W' ve
actually figured it out so that the comunity
isn't overly burdened with, that the property
val ues in the nei ghborhood aren't negatively
affected, and the people, nore inportantly, that
need that work, need those services get it.

We further went along with the, | think
it's project hone one on Parkside Avenue. Am |
right? We approved a facility for wonen who are
com ng back off of those kinds of dependencies.
So our history speaks for itself.

However, in this case, we have to be
cautious because of the mass inpact that 300 beds
can have on Wnfield Heights. Now, | don't --
nanes |i ke Blondell Reynolds Brown |ive across
the street. Retired judges of all types that I
have to hear fromwant to know what is going on

in their nei ghborhoods.
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So, therefore, we have put this in
place. | am again, I'mgoing to say, for the
record, | am happy with where we are in the
negotiations with the devel oper. However, we
don't want it to go south, and we |ove the
pl anni ng comm ssion weighing in on issues gernmane
to our districts, even if you' re wong. Pause.
Al right. So thank you for your testinony.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:. Chair recogni zes
Counci l woman G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LMEMBER RI CHARDSON:  Thank you.
Thank you so nmuch, Madam Chair. | just wanted to
thank nmy district council nenber, Council nmenber
Jones, for introducing 240242 after nuch robust
di scussion with the Wnfield Heights community.

| know t here has been grave concern
relative to one particular site, but | think,
overall, relative to how devel opnent is taking
pl ace in the comunity.

And so | appreciate the feedback from
t he pl anning conm ssion and the work that you all
do, but | just wanted to underscore the
i nportance of ensuring that the conmunity is

represented in these planning decisions and
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ensuring that the uses that they want to see in
their communities are always considered as a top
priority. So thank you very nmuch. And thank
you, Counci |l menber Jones.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you. Thank
you very much. And this is a very tinely topic.
I know t hat Council man Jones has been on the
forefront of recovery and transitional housing
and just really like a lot of different issues
that are simlarly related in your district for a
very long tine.

| don't want to say how many years, SO
I don't want to make it seemlike you're old or
anything. Yeah. But | know that you've been
working on it for a long tine. But | just wanted
to add this, and we have a resolution that we're
actual |l y hol di ng.

And we wanted to see how things are
going to unfold over the sumrer nonths, because
there is a lot of concern about the anount of
transitional housing that's happeni ng throughout
the Gty of Phil adel phia right now.

And | just wanted to say on the record,

| think that our biggest problemis that we as a
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city have not properly provided the | evel of
enforcenent and just -- | say policing, for |ack

of a better word, but just sort of oversight.

We have not provided the | evel of
oversi ght that we should provide that woul d nake
facilities better and communiti es nore enbracing
of these particular sites. So | just wanted to
throw that out there.

So thank you for your bill, and | thank
you for your testinony. |Is there anyone else --
or actually, Madam C erk, can you call the next
Wi tness to testify?

THE CLERK: Cheryl Wite.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:. (Good norni ng.

M5. WHITE: Good norning. M nane is
Cheryl White. | want to thank all of you who are
before nme today and working hard to represent the
city's best interests and the best interests,
obvi ously, of the conmunities therein.

| represent Park Plaza Condom nium |t
is a vertical community, 350 units. W have over
700 people living in this condom ni um comrunity.
And we are |l ocated at 3900 Ford Road, right
within Wnfield Hei ghts.
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So I"'mhere to support this bill. |
think it's very inportant that communities be
i nvol ved and be represented and respect ed,
especially as it relates to concerns of density,
traffic, parking, etc.

And this particular bill, as I
understand it, puts a |level of oversight, as one
of you nmentioned, at the forefront of devel opers
and other entities comng into the community.

And so with that in mnd, if as it
relates to issues of nedical concerns, etc., if
that puts sone |evel of responsibility with the
RCO for the various areas to have oversight of
what and who is comng into the community, that's
very inportant to ne. And it's one of the
primary reasons that | support this bill.

Sol'd like to thank you for giving ne
the opportunity to represent nmy community and its
interests and for all of the work that each of
you do respectfully.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Well, thank you so
much for your testinony, for being here today.

We thank you for com ng down. No questions for

the witness today. So we thank you for com ng
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and joining us and giving us your testinony.

M5. WHITE: Thank you. My pleasure.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:. Thank you. Okay.
Is there anyone else here to testify on this bil
240242 whose nane has not been called or anyone
el se who wants to speak on this bill? Hearing
none, | want to thank all of the w tnesses for
participating on Bill Nunber 240242.

And, Madam C erk, please call the first
panel we have to testify this norning on Bill
Nunmber 240332.

THE CLERK: Angel Rodriguez, deputy
executive director, Real Estate Phil adel phia
Redevel opnent Aut hority.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: | don't see Ange
her e.

THE CLERK: Angel Rodriguez has
submtted witten testinony.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: kay. |Is there
anyone el se here to testify on Bill Nunber
240332? No. Okay. And seeing no one, Madam
Clerk, please call the witnesses to testify on
Bi Il Nunmber 240368.

THE CLERK: Philip G een, senior
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manager, busi ness advocacy, Departnent of
Conmmer ce.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:. Good nor ni ng.

MR. GREEN. Hello. Good to see you
all.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Pl ease state your
nanme for the record and proceed.

MR. GREEN. Philip Geen with the
Departnent of Comrerce. Good norning, Chairwonman
Bass and nenbers of city council. M nane is
Philip Geen and |I'm seni or manager of business
advocacy within the Departnment of Commerce. M
primary role at conmerce is to assist and
advocate for the needs of the city's 15 business
I nprovenent districts.

I"'mhere to testify in support of Bil
Nunmber 240368, providing for the reauthorization
of the East Passyunk Busi ness | nprovenent
District. |In 2002, property owners and
busi nesspeopl e al ong East Passyunk and a segnent
of South Broad Street created a bid to fund
enhancenents for their district.

Their bid assessnents have funded

mar ket i ng and pronotions, special events,
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cl eani ng and beautification, assistance to |ocal
busi nesses and ot her activities. Conmerce has
been pl eased to support these efforts through
busi ness grants such as the Storefront

| mprovenent Program and support for the bids
operations through the CDC tax credit program

The bids work has been conpl enented by
cl eani ng and property acqui sition nmanagenent and
busi ness recruitnent provided by a separate
organi zation call ed the Passyunk Avenue
Revitalization Corporation.

We're pleased to see both organi zations
wor ki ng together to provide the critical services
that the area needs to remain strong. Over the
22 years since the bid first |aunched, the
di strict has becone a nationally renowned dining
destination and a vi brant gathering place for
nei ghbors and visitors.

The bid has been instrunental in this
gromh, but to maintain the district and the
organi zation's forward nonentum it nust increase
its assessnent revenue. The budget proposed in
this reauthorization wll gradually bring East

Passyunk Avenue bi ds assessnent revenue on par
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with bids of simlar size and scope of services
el sewhere in the city.

The | eadership and services the bid
provides are critical to nmaintaining the success
that |'ve established -- that have established
along with their partner -- they have established
along with their partners. Pardon ne. These
efforts deserve the support of the city. Thank
you for your consideration. |'m happy to take
guesti ons.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you. Any
guestions? Seeing none for nenbers of the
commttee, thank you very much for your
testi nony.

MR. GREEN. Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:  You' re wel cone.
Is there anyone el se here to testify on Bill
Nunber 2403687

M5. DOOBRAJH:  Yes.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Ckay. Please cone
forward, state your nane for the record and
proceed with your testinony.

M5. DOOBRAJH. My nane is Mchelle

G |l en Doobrajh. Good norning, Chairperson Bass
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and menbers of the Rules Commttee. M nane is
Mchelle G llen Doobrajh and I'mthe president of
the board of directors for the East Passyunk
Avenue Busi ness I nprovenent District.

Il own Tildie's Toy Box, |ocated at 1829
East Passyunk Avenue, a retail store focusing on
gender neutral toys, books and gifts for all
ages. | opened the store in 2016 and currently
have four enpl oyees at ny Phil adel phia | ocati on.

| al so have another |ocation in
Haddonfi el d, New Jersey. As | just nentioned,
I'"'malso the president of the East Passyunk
Avenue Business | nprovenent District.

|'ve been a board nenber since
Sept enber of 2020 and | joined the bid in order
to be involved in the coormunity on a deeper |evel
and to do ny best to support the businesses on
East Passyunk Avenue through event pl anning,
outreach and attracting people to the avenue.

Est abl i shed in 2002, East Passyunk
Avenue Bid was fornmed to address increasing
vacanci es on the avenue and revitalize the
commerci al corridor.

Now servi ng approxi mately 300
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properties and over 200 busi nesses, these
Passyunk bid enconpasses a one-mle stretch of
East Passyunk Avenue from South Broad Street to
Federal Street, South Broad Street between
Mfflin and Sni der Avenue, and several adjacent
properties to East Passyunk Avenue at mmj or

I ntersections.

O the businesses within the bid's
boundaries, the vast majority are locally owned
nom and- pop shops, with only a handful of
storefronts being national chains and or big box
retailers.

Further, about half of the businesses
al ong East Passyunk Avenue are wonen-owned. The
m x of businesses on the avenue is w de ranging
frombars and restaurants to bouti que shops and
sal ons to consuner and professional services.

This m x of businesses is one of the
mai n reasons East Passyunk is so wal kabl e and
accessible. Coupled with the proximty to not
one but three broad street |ine stops, several
bus routes and an indi go bi ke share in the heart
of the district. Residents and visitors alike

are able to address nost, if not all, of their
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commer ci al needs in one place.

The bid provides essential services to
the avenue |li ke street cleaning and sidewal k
sweeping. The bid al so supports the businesses
t hrough marketing and PR initiatives, facade
I nprovenent grants and hosting events to draw
people to the avenue.

We focus on naki ng East Passyunk Avenue
an attractive hotspot not only within
Phi | adel phi a, but the surroundi ng suburbs and
tourists as well. Over the years, the first four
commer ci al vacancy rate in East Passyunk has been
as low as 5 percent.

Currently, the vacancy rate is around
10 percent, which, while higher than historically
average, is still considerably | ower than nost
other parts of the city.

Busi nesses are continuing to navigate a
post COVID world where attitudes toward dining
and shoppi ng continue to change. Wth the
changi ng econony, the EPA bid is essential in
continuing to provide support and gui dance to
busi nesses through the changing clinate.

Earlier this year, East Passyunk bid
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| aunched a survey to evaluate the needs of our
constituents and the greater community. Not only
were bid property and busi ness owners notified
via individual email and postcard nmailings, but
so was the general public via email, nmarketing
canpai gns, social nedia and our website.

Over the course of a nonth, the survey
garnered over 360 responses, the majority of
whi ch canme frominmedi ate residents of East
Passyunk crossing and Passyunk Square
nei ghbor hoods. 20 percent, however, were bid
property and or business owners.

Thi s needs assessnent sunmary was
presented to nmenbership virtually on Mnday
eveni ng, March 6th, and subsequently posted on
the EPA bid' s website. This feedback was then
used to drive the bids five-year plan, of which
the details I will get into next. This final
pl an was then presented to the nenbership in a
second neeting on Tuesday norning, April 2nd and
al so subsequently posted on our website.

The general consensus of the survey was
threefold. Continue programm ng and events and

mar keting the avenue, reduce storefront vacancies
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and diversify the business m x, and make Passyunk
Avenue a nore pedestrian friendly and create nore
publ i c spaces.

These directives are very nmuch in |ine
with the bids current m ssion and service
offerings. So today's proposed bid plan ains to
continue that work.

Wiile there are no real changes to the
bi ds proposed services and prograns, there are
several changes to the bids budget, nethod of
assessnent and boundaries. Over the past 15
years, prices have increased by 50 percent due to
i nflation.

During that sane tine period, however,
the EPA bid's assessnent revenue has been | ocked
and remai ned ostensibly flat at $200, 000 a year.

To conpound matters, EPA bid used to
recei ve funding fromthe Pennsyl vani a Downt own
Center's main Street program which provided
$50, 000 in supplenental staff salary and $25, 000
i n facade i nprovenents.

Wth the discontinuation of that
program several years ago and the inability to

keep up with inflation, the bids budget has | ost
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significant buying power over the years.

To right the bids budget to a
sustai nable level, the bid is increasing its year
one budget by $75,000 to $275,000. In years two
to five, the plan allows the board to inplenent a
maxi mum 7 percent year over year increase to
eventual |y catch the budget up with inflation.

In addition to flat assessnent
revenues, the bids nmethod of assessnent
cal cul ation considerably limted the bids ability
to maxi m ze collectible assessnents and update
property owners' assessnments to reflect the
changi ng property val ues.

In this proposed plan, the nethod of
assessnent woul d nove to a budget-based nodel, a
common practice and best practice anong all other
bids in the city.

In this nethod, current year
assessnents will be based on the recent office of
property assessnment market values as of April 1st
of the preceding year. And each property woul d
pay a portion of the bid budget proportional to
their total market value of all assessable

properties in the district.
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There are a few exceptions to this
calculation. First, owner occupied and taxes and
properties would be excluded fromthe equation
entirely.

Al so, properties with outlying market
values will either pay a $365 per year equival ent
to $1 a day or a maxi num of 9 percent of bid
budget. The m ni mrum assessnment would only apply
to properties with structures built on them |In
ot her words, enpty lots and patios would still be
assessed but excused fromthe 365 m ni mum

By our estimates, this mninmum woul d
apply to a dozen or so properties wthin our
district. The capped assessnent at $25, 000 per
year in year one would only affect one property
in our district, the Constitution Health Pl aza at
1930 South Broad Street.

The | ast set of changes to the bid plan
are a handful of additional properties. A few
parcels within East Passyunk Avenue frontage were
m stakenly left out of prior ordinances because
of m sleading mailing address as an exanpl e of
whi ch being 1304 to 06 South 9th street that
doubl es as 1303 and 1305 East Passyunk Avenue.
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833 Wharton Street and 1100 Warton
Street, on the other hand, are bei ng added
because they were recently devel oped and are
specul ated for major devel opnent, respectively.

In sunmation, | support the bid because
| have seen firsthand as a resident, then a
busi ness owner, a board nenber and now the board
presi dent, how much the conmunity and busi nesses
benefit froma bid.

Things that go unnoticed on the avenue,
i ke street cleaning, becone apparent once you
step outside our boundaries. Conmerci al
corridors without bids suffer froma | ack of PR
and events.

Less tangible is a sense of community
and bel onging that cones with a bid. W are a
di verse group with a shared goal of bettering our
comuni ty, supporting our businesses and creating
sonet hing special. The bid is the glue of the
nei ghbor hood and |'ve had the opportunity to see
that from many vi ewpoints.

W appreciate the assi stance provi ded
by Councilman Squilla and his staff and request

your support in reauthorizing the East Passyunk
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Avenue Business | nprovenent District. Thank you
for your tinme.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: And thank you for
your testinony. Councilman Squill a.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  Thank you. |
want to thank you for all the hard work and
dedication to it. | nean, it's always
chal | engi ng when we're dealing with all different
types of businesses and ownership, but also
dealing with community issues and concerns t hat
surround the corridor. And it's not always an
easy j ob.

But | know that it's a lot of hard work
and we appreciate that. And we appreci ate how
East Passyunk has been able to adapt to changes
and chal | enges along the way. So hopefully we'l]l
be able to nove that forward and continue anot her
five years. Thank you.

M5. DOOBRAJH:  Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you. Any
ot her comments from nenbers of the commttee?

No. Seeing none. (Ckay. Thank you very nuch for
your testinony. And is there anyone else here to

testify on this bill? Please cone forward.
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State your nane for the record and proceed. |Is
there anyone el se also here for this particular
bill?

MR. SWEI TZER: Hell o.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Yes, cone forward.

MR, SVEITZER M nane is Jodi Swtzer.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Good nor ni ng.

Pl ease state your nane for the record and
proceed.

MR. SVEI TZER. Jody Sweit zer.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Proceed. Yeah.
Ch, sorry. Thank you.

MR. SVEITZER: | am here representing
nysel f at 1325-29 East Passyunk Avenue, and ny
nei ghbor, Freddi e and Janet Daddy, |ongtine
residents of 1323 East Passyunk Avenue.

They cannot attend due to nedical
procedures they're having today, and they asked
nme to speak on their behalf. They live on a
fixed incone and this yearly assessed fee w ||
only gouge their already limted incone that has
al so been reduced by the OPA

Qur nei ghbor hood has been dramatically

overtaxed in the past couple years. |[|'ve been
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fighting the OPA for years now. |'mnot even
going to tell you how nmuch ny buil ding has been
assessed now.

But anyway, the beautification that the
Passyunk Busi ness | nprovenent District has
instituted seens to really help the younger
busi nesses and not the ol der residents.

And | just bring this forward because
in case Freddie is an ol der resident and we still
don't have trash cans on our block. The
beautification definitely is happening. But if
anything we're feeling is the overtaxing of our
properties.

Freddie wanted ne to also say that him
and his wi fe have been harassed repeatedly at
their honme and at their property on Passyunk
Avenue by soneone fromthe business district.

And as a gentleman, he did not disclose this
person's nane, but he wanted ne to say that he is
really grateful that she finally gave up. They
wanted to buy his property.

| understand that the business
I nprovenent district really wants to make it a

better avenue of thoroughfare. They already own
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several properties. And according to the Exhibit
A, Section 4, they determ ne who gets extra
fundi ng as a busi ness and who doesn't.

That being said, a noisy brewery exists
across the street fromme, and they got hel p when
a coffee shop down the street fromne where
nei ghbors actually really congregated didn't get
the help they needed to stay afl oat.

That was a personal thing. But still,
it just seens to nme that there is favoritism and
us who have been there nore than 20 years before
this was even put into effect don't necessarily
see the results.

I know that they need a third of the
residents need to protest the renewal. And I
know |'monly one of two residents, but | would
be rem ss for nme not to be here to basically
speak for the 1300 bl ock of Passyunk Avenue.
Thank you for your tine.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: And thank you for
your testinony. Chair recognizes Council man
Squi |l I a.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  Yes. Thank you

for your testinony. And so do you own the
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property at --
MR SWEITZER. 1've owned it and |ived

there for -- since 2000.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  You owned it
si nce 20007

MR. SVEI TZER  Uh- huh.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUILLA: And is it a
fully residential?

MR SWEITZER: | live on the third
floor. | have a tenant on the second fl oor.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  And the first
floor is retail?

MR SWEI TZER No, no, no. |It's been
unoccupi ed because | can't find any contractors
to work for ne.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  So it's
unoccupi ed?

MR. SVEI TZER:  Yeah.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  And did you get
a letter about the bid that you received the
packet ?

MR. SWEI TZER: Yeah, it's right here.

COUNC! LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  And did you

submt that a request back?
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MR SWEITZER. No. | did not, sir.
I''mnot sure | understand what that was supposed
to do.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  Well, when a
bid goes out, you get to respond whether you
oppose the bid or not.

MR. SWEITZER: Oh, | thought that's
what | was doing by showi ng up here today.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  Ch, okay.

MR. SVEI TZER: M/ m sunder st andi ng.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  No, during the
packet, you respond one third of the people, one
third of the ownership of the properties. |If
they respond in a negative way, the bid would not
nove forward.

MR SWEI TZER Ch, and how does one
respond w t hout --

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  When you get
your packet, there's a response in the packet
that you send in.

MR. SWEI TZER:  Ckay.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  But 1'd be
happy to work with you on your assessnents

because the bid does not do OPA assessnents.
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They work their assessnents off OPA. If you are
believing that you're being over assessed for
OPA, ny office will work with you on that.

MR. SVEI TZER Wen | was suing the
opaque, your office did try to help ne, but it
didn't really do nmuch. But | would |l ove to redo
that if that's possible.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA: Okay. Wwell,
we'll work with you on the assessed val ues. And
the other issue about the residents, only the
property owner pays the assessnent to the bid and
it's based on your OPA value. So if your
assessnent goes down, your bid paynent al so goes
down.

MR. SWEI TZER: Right. Yeah. The
assessnents don't go down. They just haven't.
l've tried. | really try.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  And you have
appeal ed themin the past.

MR SVEITZER |'msorry?

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  You have
appeal ed the assessnents in the past?

MR. SWEITZER: Ch, tw ce.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  Twi ce?
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MR. SWEITZER: Yeah. | was in court
twice with a lawer. Had to pay the fees. Oh.
So, you know, I'mtrying. |I'mreally trying, but
it'"s just -- | feel like an uphill battle because
the OPA has determ ned that ny property is -- I'm

underval uing ny property. But that's a whole
ot her conversation, so.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA: 1'd like to
talk to you offline on that and see if we could
hel p in any way.

MR. SWEITZER: | woul d appreciate that.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  Thank you.

MR. SVEI TZER: Thank you very nuch.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you, M.
Chairman -- thank you, M. Council man Squill a.
Chair recognizes the next witness. Please state
your nane for the record and proceed with your
testi nony.

MR. G ANG ORDANG  Good nor ni ng,
everyone. M nane is M chael G angiordano I1.
Thank you, Chairperson Bass, Council nmenber
Squilla, and other nenbers of the Rules
Committee. | ama board nenber of the East

Passyunk bid, as well as a business owner.
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My dad and | own Century 21 Forrester,
| ocated on the avenue, as well as being a
property owner and nore inportantly, a neighbor.

And | just am here in support of this
bill to reauthorize our bid for another five
years, because the East Passyunk corridor is
really the lifeline of our neighborhood. And it
really enbodies Main Street Anerica. And the
work that we do at the bid is really inportant to
our conmunity. So thank you. Thanks for your
consi derati on.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you very
much for your testinony. And is there anyone
el se here to testify on Bill Nunber 2403687
Anyone el se here to testify on Bill Nunber
2403687 Anyone? Please cone forward now. Ckay.
Pl ease state your nane for the record and proceed
wi th your testinony.

M5. LISUKA: H, nmy nane i s Anne
Li suka, (phonetic) and I'ma consultant for the
East Passyunk bid on their reauthorization. |
just wanted to make sone clarifying statenents in
regards to Mss Sweitzer's testinmony. | really

do thank her for com ng here and giving her
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f eedback this year.

However, according to our invoicing
records, she actually has not been assessed by
the East Passyunk district at all during its
tenure. So noving forward, she was | abel ed as
owner occupi ed.

We definitely understand hardshi ps and
that sort of thing. However, noving forward,
next year, if she were to be assessed because
it's 50 percent owner occupi ed, she can apply for
an exenption and then the exenption would be
applied accordingly. However, to date, she has
not contributed any portion by assessnent to the
bi d.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:  Okay. All right.
Thank you for the clarification. Anyone el se
here to testify on Bill Nunber 2403687 Al
right. Seeing none. Madam Cl erk, please cal
forward the witnesses to testify on Bill Nunber
240385.

THE CLERK: Paul a Brunbel ow Bur ns,
Director of Legislation, Philadelphia Cty
Pl anni ng Conm ssi on.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Good nor ni ng.
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M5. BURNS: Good nor ni ng.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Pl ease state your
name for the record and proceed.

MS. BURNS: | am Paul a Brunbel ow Bur ns,
Director of Legislation for the Philadelphia Cty
Pl anni ng Comm ssion. | amhere to testify on
Bi Il Nunber 240385 introduced into Gty Counci
on May 2nd, 2024 by Council nenber Squill a.

Bi Il Nunber 240385 anends the
Phi | adel phi a Zoni ng Maps by changi ng the zoning
of land | ocated within an area bounded by Sni der
Avenue, 6th Street, Cantrell Street and 7th
Street in the Witman nei ghbor hood of the South
Pl anni ng district.

This bill wll change the existing CMX
1 to CWX 2 conmmerci al m xed-use district for a
portion of the block bounded by Snider Avenue,
6th Street, Cantrell Street and 7th Street.

The change in zoning will reflect the
commercial nature of the block and will support
the construction of a new headquarters and
community center for the Southeast Asian Mt ual
Assi stance Associ ation Coalition.

The Phil adel phia City Pl anning
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Comm ssion considered Bill Nunber 240385 at its
public nmeeting on May 16th, 2024, and recomended
the bill for approval. 1'I|l be happy to answer
any questions at this tine.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you. Any
questions from nenbers of the commttee? Seeing
none. 1|s there anyone else here to testify on
this bill? And we thank you for your testinony
today on Bill Nunmber 240385. Madam O erk, please
call forward the testifier on Bill Nunmber 240415.

THE CLERK: Paul a Brunbel ow Bur ns,
Director of Legislation, Philadelphia Gty
Pl anni ng Commi ssi on.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Wl cone back

M5. BURNS: It was a quick trip this

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:. Pl ease state your
nanme for the record and proceed.

MS. BURNS: | am Paul a Brunbel ow Burns,
Director of Legislation for the Philadel phia Gty
Pl anni ng Comm ssion. | amhere to testify on
Bi |l Nunmber 240415, introduced into City Counci
on May 9th, 2024 by Council nenber G I nore

Ri chardson for Council President Johnson.
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Bill Nunmber 240415 anends the
Phi | adel phi a Zoni ng Maps by changi ng the zoning
within an area bounded by |sland Avenue, the
Del awar e Expressway, and Bartram Avenue in the
East w ck nei ghborhood with the Sout hwest planning
district.

This bill will rezone a portion of |and
that is located along Interstate 95 and the exit
ranps for the airport and Bartram Avenue. The
property is currently a vacant office building
that is owned CMX 3 commercial m xed use and w ||
change to 12 nediumindustrial.

The use will support the preservation
of land for industrial uses that reinforce PHL
operations. The staff of the planning comm ssion
will be reconmendi ng for approval as this
supports the preservation of land for industrial
uses and reinforcing PHL operations within the
Phi | adel phia 2035 cityw de vi sion.

The Phil adel phia City Pl anning
Commi ssion will consider Bill Nunber 240415 at
its public neeting on June 6th, 2024. [|'Ill be
happy to answer any questions at this tine.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you very
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much for your testinony. Are there any questions
from menbers of the conmttee? Seeing none.
Thank you very nmuch for your testinony.

M5. BURNS: Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Is there anyone
el se here to testify on Bill Nunmber 2404157 No?
kay. Seeing none. Madam O erk, please call the
next witness to testify on Bill Nunber 240421
Quess who it is.

THE CLERK: Paul a Brunbel ow Bur ns,
Director of Legislation, Philadelphia Gty
Pl anni ng Conm ssi on.

M5. BURNS: Hello again. W're doing
fast trips today.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Al right. Mving
right along. Please state your nane for the
record and proceed with your testinony on Bil
Nunmber 240421.

MS. BURNS: | am Paul a Brunbel ow Burns,
Director of Legislation for the Philadel phia Gty
Pl anni ng Comm ssion. | amhere to testify on
Bi Il Nunmber 240421 introduced into Cty Council
on May 9th, 2024 by Counci |l nenber Jones.

Bi Il Nunber 240241 anends the
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Phi | adel phi a Zoni ng Code and maps by changi ng the
zoning maps for | and bounded by Vall ey Avenue,
Dom no Lane, Ri dge Avenue, Paoli Avenue, Pechin
Street, Ridge Avenue, Hermt Street, and Henry
Avenue.

The bill also will add section 14-541
Ri dge Avenue nei ghbor hoods overl ay, RAN,

i npacting several nei ghborhoods al ong Ri dge
Avenue of the | ower Northwest planning district.

This bill will update zoning for
several properties along R dge Avenue for a five
mle stretch from Crescent Street to Dom no Lane.
The zoning will correctively zone comercial and
multifamly properties.

The existing Ri dge Avenue nei ghbor hood
conservation area will be noved to a new, unique
overlay and will also apply to |large residenti al
properties that are zoned RM 1 residentia
multifamly. The overlay will also add in new
requi rements that will allow for right sizing new
devel opnents to be nore in character with the
surroundi ng nei ghbor hoods.

The staff of the planning comm ssion

wi |l be reconmendi ng approval for this bill. Qur
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of fice has worked over two years with a
consortium of inpacted comunity organi zati ons
and nenbers to address concerns al ong Ridge
Avenue to create this relocated overlay and
update the zoni ng naps.

The Phil adel phia City Pl anning
Commi ssion will consider Bill Nunmber 240241 at
its public neeting on June 6th, 2024. | wll be
happy to answer any questions at this tine.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you very
much. Chair recogni zes Counci |l menber Jones.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES: Thank you, Madam
Chair. | just want to thank you for being
supportive of this legislation. See, we can al
get along. Thank you so very nuch.

M5. BURNS: It was our pleasure. It
was a very long process but every conmunity group
along that stretch was at every single neeting we
had over the two years. So it really was
benefici al .

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES: Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you for your
testinony. Any other questions from nmenbers of

the coomittee? Seeing none. GCkay. Thank you
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for your testinony. And is there anyone el se
here to testify on Bill Nunber 2404217 Ckay.
Pl ease cone forward and state your nane for the
record. Good norning. Please state your nane
and proceed.

MR. CARPENTER: Good norning. M nane
I's John Carpenter. Thank you, Chairwonman Bass,
Counci | man Jones, and nmenbers of the Rul es
Commttee. M nane is John Carpenter, and |'m
here today as president of the Central Roxborough
G vic Associ ation.

As a registered civic organization,
CRCA has hosted nmany public presentations of
proposed devel opnents that require variances
t hrough the zoning review process. Through these
public nmeetings, we have heard a great deal of
public coment regardi ng these proposals.

W al so heard concerns about the
numer ous projects that have been built by Wi ght
wi t hout formal input over the past few years. As
the volune of this devel opnent increased, the
nei ghbors of these projects grew increasingly
concerned that their quality of |life was being

eroded by these projects.
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As a result, over the past nore than
two years, CRCA worked with our neighboring RCGs,
i ncluding the Ridge Park Cvic, Wssic interested
nei ghbors, Interested G tizens Association, the
W ssi ¢ and Nei ghborhood Civic Association, as
wel | as the Roxborough Devel opnent Corporation
and the Gty Planning Conm ssion to devel op the
bill that's before you today.

A few weeks ago, we al so hosted a
public nmeeting attended by well over 100
residents where this bill was presented and
di scussed in detail

The bill nodifies the Ri dge Avenue
nei ghbor hood commerci al area overlay to address
many of the concerns we heard from nei ghbors at
the past few years of public neetings. It
regul ates the multifamly devel opnents that have,
up until this point, not been subject to any
overlay regul ati ons.

It all ows devel opers to build and use
underground parking facilities for their tenants
t hat had been previously forbidden by a prior
version of this overlay. It creates increased

set backs and |l ower height limts in sections of
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Ri dge Avenue to hel p devel opnent better fit into
our already diverse, historic and thriving
comuni ty.

The conversation that was had a few
bills ago this norning is inmportant to us because
the other thing our bill does is it preserves the
i ncentives for affordabl e housing devel opnent in
our nei ghbor hood.

But it insists that if a devel oper
t akes advant age of those density bonuses, that
t hat noney be spent in that property to create
affordable units in that property. | understand
that may be a little extrene version of what you
wer e tal king about this norning.

But we've had probably nore than 2000
units of new housing built in our nei ghborhood,
and not a single one of those units is affordable
to the people who -- children of people who grew
up in our neighborhood. W think that's
appalling, and we would |like to see that changed.

This bill also pronotes the devel opnent
of new comerci al space at the ground | evel that
can be used by businesses |ike restaurants and

retailers by requiring suitable ceiling heights,
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14-f oot m nimum ceiling heights so the HVAC and
ot her basic systens to support those kinds of
busi nesses can be installed and you still have a
spaci ous space for that use.

It requires appropriate parking for new
residential units to ensure that these projects
do not adversely affect existing residents. And
finally, it rezones a nunber of properties along
the avenue to better fit their current uses or
their planned best use.

W want to thank the planning
comm ssion staff, Council man Jones and your
staff, and the many residents who took the tine
to raise their concerns with our organizations
over the past few years, and we urge you to
support this bill. Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you very
much for your testinony. Please state your nane
for the record and proceed.

M5. CUSACK: Jacqueline Cusack. | am
t he executive director of the Roxborough
Devel opnent Corporation. Thank you for having us
here today, Councilman Bass and the Rul es

Comm ttee.
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Roxbor ough Devel opnent Corporation is a
nonprofit entity that manages the Ri dge Avenue
Busi ness | nprovenent District. And |I'm here
today to express our support for the R dge Avenue
nei ghbor hoods overl ay.

As John nentioned, we worked with the
five other RCOs in the nei ghborhood along with
t he Phil adel phia Pl anning Commi ssion in a very
| engt hy process to find the balance. The
nei ghbor hood of Roxborough Long Ri dge Avenue has
a very unique fabric that defines our area and |
believe this overlay is essential for preserving
enhanci ng t he nei ghbor hood's character.

Ri dge Avenue is not just a
t horoughfare, it's a lifeline of the community of
Roxborough. It's in a period of transition that
is looking to bridge the | egacy busi nesses and
| egacy residents with the transformation al ong
t he business corridor.

As many of the areas of Philadel phia in
the last few years have seen rapid, |arge scale,
dense devel opnent, Ri dge Avenue is experiencing
the sane thing. The recent devel opnent, however,

has not al ways bal anced the needs of the
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residents and the existing business community
with the vision of the devel opers.

The proposed overl ay seeks to address
this i nbal ance by ensuring the future
devel opnents are thoughtful, sustainable and in
harnmony with the existing nei ghborhood.

The overlay presents a conprehensive
pl an that supports increased density while
mai ntai ning the character and livability of our
community with a clear understandi ng of
conprom se and | ong-term pl anni ng.

By i npl enenting these changes for
future devel opnent, we can ensure that the growh
IS managed in a way that benefits everyone. This
means nore opportunities for businesses to thrive
wi t hout conpromising the quality of life for
residents. It nmeans safer, nore wal kabl e
streets, better public spaces, and nore vibrant
community overall

One of the critical conponents of this
overlay is the creation of different height
limts on different segnents of the avenue. By
I npl enmenting these restrictions, we can preserve

t he aesthetic continuation and histori cal
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significance of ridge Avenue while preventing the
over shadowi ng of smaller and historic buildings.

The topography of Roxburgh is
chal l enging and this careful planning is crucial
for maintaining the unique skyline and ensuring
the new construction are harnonious with the
exi sting structures.

Additionally, the incorporation of
residential nmultifamly parcels into the overlay
and the remapping of the parcels to align with
their current use or the paraneters of this
overlay is paranmount. This strategy ensures that
the zoning reflects the actual needs and uses of
the area, providing clarity and stability for
bot h residents and devel opers.

| believe by doing so, we can create a
cohesi ve and wel | -organi zed conmmunity structure
t hat supports di verse housing options and neets
t he evol vi ng demands of our nei ghborhood.

Roxborough's strength lies inits
growi ng diversity and the strong sense of
community anong its residents. The Ri dge Avenue
nei ghbor hoods overl ay recogni zes this by

I ncorporating conmmunity input and addressing
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concerns about preserving the essence of our
area. It pronotes m xed use devel opnent t hat
cater to nodern needs while respecting the
heritage and scal e of our nei ghborhood.

Mor eover, the overlay supports
strategic density. By encouragi ng devel opnent in
targeted areas, we can provide nore housing
options and reduce spraw, l|leading to nore
efficient uses of resources and better
i nfrastructure.

This will help us accomobdat e new
residents and businesses in a way that is
sust ai nabl e and beneficial for RL. The |IDC urges
the Rules Commttee to adopt the Ri dge Avenue's
nei ghbor hood overlay. This plan represents a
bal anced and forward-thi nki ng approach to
devel opnment that respects the unique identity of
Roxbor ough' s nei ghbor hoods whil e pronoting growth
and sustainability.

I just want to thank the Phil adel phia
Pl anni ng Comm ssion staff, Council nenber Jones
and his staff for the guidance during this
process and for your time today. Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you very
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much. Thank you very nuch for your testinony.
Any questions? Councilman Jones?

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES: Not a questi on,
Madam Chai r, but a comment.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:  Ckay.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES: | want to thank
themfor their continued work. This didn't just
pop here today. This is over a year's worth of
work collectively with the respective
organi zati ons al ong the ridge.

The privilege | have to represent the
corridor is that George Washi ngton wal ked up and
down Ri dge Avenue, spent the night there, and |
can only say that sone of those buildings still
exi st because of overlays like this.

| would also say that it is one of the
best small towns in the Gty of Philadel phia and
because of the character of the architecture that
I's being preserved and kind of blending sone of
the design to match that. It's a great wal kabl e
space.

And | appreciate Passyunk Avenue. |
used to work down there. Renenber Squilla? In

another life at PCDC. But y'all ain't got
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not hi ng on R dge Avenue. Yeah, | renenber that.
No PCDC. John Jurasse, (phonetic) a guy who used
to represent the Passyunk Avenue.

So | ook forward to the continued work
that we're doing to preserve sonme of the
qualities of a small town whil e encouragi ng
devel opnent. People need places to live, but the
people who simlar to your plea today, that
peopl e who |ive there through the good tines and
the challenging tinmes should be able to afford to
live there and their children |ive there in the
future.

And | would only say that R dge Avenue
Is only second to Germant own Avenue by way of
hi storic significance. Like, you guys probably
have one of the nobst historic corridors, business
trips in the Gty of Philadelphia. So thank you
for your work. W appreciate it.

And t he unnaned staffer that has worked
so hard on this, his nane is Joshua Cohen. And
he fights very hard for these areas, all of the
district, but in particular that part of the
di strict, because he |lives there. Thank you.

MR. CARPENTER: Thank you.
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COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you very
much for your testinony. Chair recognizes
Counci | woman Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER:  Thank you,
Madam Chair. | wanted to one, commend
Counci | menber Jones on this bill, but also on
what sounds |ike a really robust conmunity
engagenent and comrunity planning process. And
wanted to thank our testifiers.

Special thanks to M. Carpenter for

your conmments on ny bill and just for your work
overall. Wen | was just starting off ny career
at LISC, | was |ooking to people like you and

others in housing and comunity and econonic
devel opnent to learn. R ght?

So thank you so nuch, not only for
today, but for your work in the city over a very
| ong period. Not as |ong as when George
Washi ngton was wal ki ng the streets, but
definitely for several decades. Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you for your
testinony today. Thank you, Council|wonman
Gaut hi er and Jones. |s there anyone el se here to

testify on Bill Nunber 240421? Anyone? Ckay.
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Seei ng none. Madam O erk, please call the next
testifier for Bill Nunmber 240426.

And while we prepare for them | would
like to open this up first to Councilwoman Quetcy
Lozada, who had sone openi ng comments.
Counci | | ady.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: Thank you, Madam
Chair, menbers of the conmttee. For years, the
Nor t heast Phil adel phia has been one of the
resi dents.

There's been a need for health
services. The Northeast has been a public health
desert for areally long tine. Health Center 10
has nore than four tines the average wait tine
for initial visits for children at the city's
ot her health centers, and nearly twice that tine
for adults.

The Departnent of Health produced a
proposal to establish two new health centers that
woul d close this gap in coverage, providing nore
people with care and maki ng our communities
heal t hi er.

The proposed health center, |ocated at

the Friends Hospital canpus, will offer
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conprehensi ve adult and pediatric care and on-
site pharnacy, radiology, dental care, a |ab,
wonen's health services, prenatal care, insurance
counsel ors, health navigators, and behavi oral
heal t h counsel ors.

These services are very inportant to
maki ng our conmunities safer and healthier for
all. Upon ny arrival in council in 2022, | was
under the inpression that robust community
engagenent around this project had been
conduct ed.

| found as we began the process that |
was wong, and | wanted to ensure that we
provi ded patients providers and community
residents an opportunity to voice their concerns,
their support, or conmments around the project.
And so ny office held five comunity neetings
that the health center around the areas of where
the health centers would serve.

At each neeting, the roomwas at or
near capacity and filled wth Passyunk residents
interested to |earn nore. At the conclusion of
each presentation, residents were able to ask

qguestions and give testinony about their concerns
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and just |earn nore about the project.

| would like to thank comunity
residents, some of whom are here today, who
participated in those neetings. Your active
engagenent throughout this process ensured a
vi gorous, properly vetted analysis of this
proposal .

| would also like to thank the city's
public health departnment, Council nenber Philli ps,
whose constituents will also likely use this
health center, and fornmer Council nmenber Sharon
Vaughn, who's al so the board | eader who attended
the neetings and hel ped bring out nenbers of the
comuni ty.

It is after these neetings with each of
these public officials and community residents
that | decided to nove forward with the proposal,
and | encourage ny coll eagues to provide a
favorabl e recommendati on on this bill

There is a ot of controversy when new
t hi ngs are happening in different neighborhoods
and there's always questions. But ny goal has
al ways consistently been to ensure that a

comuni ty engagenent process does occur and that
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people feel that their input was val ued and
respect ed.

And nore inportantly, that it is taken
into consideration. And | believe that after
these five community neetings, we have done so.
And so | ask for a favorable recomendati on for
Bill Nunmber 240426. Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you,
Counci | woman Lozada, for your comrents. Are
there any ot her opening comrents from nenbers of
the conmittee? No? Seeing none. Please state
your nane for the record and proceed with your
testi nony, Paul a.

M5. BURNS: H . |'m Paul a Brunbel ow
Burns, Director of Legislation for the
Phi | adel phia Gty Planning Comrission. | amhere
to testify on Bill Nunber 240426, introduced into
City Council on May 9th, 2024, by Council nmenber
Lozada.

Bill Nunmber 240426 anends the
Phi | adel phi a Zoni ng Maps by changi ng the zoning
of land in an area bound by Roosevelt Boul evard,
Adans Avenue, Ranona Street, Womn ng and Wit aker

Avenues in the Northwood nei ghborhood.
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This bill will correctively change the
zoning district fromRSA 1, residential single
famly attached to SPC, special purpose civic for
the | ower Northwest Friends canpus by allow ng
civic, educational and nedical special purpose
| and use to be permtted by right.

The Phi | adel phi a Departnent of Public
Health is proposing a new city health center on
the canmpus that wll offer conprehensive prinmary
care for adults and children. The proposed city
health center will conplenent buil dings and
| andscapi ng on the historic Friends Hospital
canpus.

The new facility wll also include a
safe drop off lane inside the canpus for those
with nobility inpairnents. Also, public transit
I nprovenents will be nade to the existing SEPTA
Langdon Street bus stop.

The Phil adel phia City Pl anning
Commi ssion will consider Bill Nunmber 240426 at
its public neeting on June 6, 2024, and w ||
recommend the bill for approval in accord with
previous policy. 1'Il be happy to answer any

gquestions at this tine.
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COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Chair recogni zes
Counci | man Jones.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES: Thank you, Madam
Chair. Wat's the dollar anmpbunt size of this
proj ect ?

M5. BURNS: | do not know that answer
at all.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES: | keep asking
good questi ons.

M5. BURNS: You really do. And | don't
have the answers today. But we will -- | wll
read -- I'msorry, the council nenber may know.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: The chair
recogni zes Counci |l woman Lozada.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: W have nenbers
of the health departnent here who will be able to
respond to the size of the project, the nunber of
patients it wll serve. Al of that was part of
the anal ysis that was conducted as we work
towards noving the plan in the process forward.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES: Ckay.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: |If that's okay
wi th you, Council nmenber Jones.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES: Yeah. Can you
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provide those details to the chair? And | nean,
wel |, | support it.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: They're going to
offer it in (indiscernible).

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES: Thank you, Madam
Chair.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you. Al
right. No other questions fromthe commttee.
Thank you for your testinony. Can we have the
clerk please call forward the next group of
W t nesses?

THE CLERK: Pal ak Raval - Nel son, deputy
heal th comm ssi oner, Departnent of Public Health,
and Sarah Enos Thorpe, chief of staff of the
Departnent of Public Health. And Adam CGol dman,
executive director of Philadel phia Unenpl oynent
Proj ect.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Ckay. Good
morning. Is it still norning? Alnost afternoon.
Pl ease state your nanme for the record and
proceed.

M5. RAVAL- NELSON: Dr. Pal ak Raval -

Nel son, deputy health comm ssioner for the health

depart nent.
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M5. ENOCS: And Sarah Enos. [|'mthe
chief of staff for the Departnent of Public
Heal t h.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: (Ckay. Pl ease
proceed.

M5. ENOS: Good norning, Chairperson
Bass and nenbers of the city council Committee on
Rules. As | stated, ny nane is Sarah Enos and
I"'mthe chief of staff for the Departnent of
Publ i c Heal t h.

And we thank you for the opportunity to
testify in support of Bill Nunmber 240426, the
rezoni ng of Roosevelt Boul evard, which will allow
for the construction of a newcity health center
on the canpus of Friends Hospital.

The m ssion of the Departnent of Public
Health is to protect and pronote the health of
al | Phil adel phians and to provide a safety net
for people who are disproportionately inpacted by
societal factors that limt their access to
heal t hcare and ot her resources necessary for
opti mal heal th.

Access to primary and preventive

nmedi ci ne at the health centers enhances quality
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of Iife and inproves overall health outcones. In
some cases, access to the health centers
literally saves lives.

The city health centers offer
conprehensive primary and supportive healthcare
services to all Phil adel phians, regardl ess of
age, insurance status, and ability to pay. Most
patients seeking care at the health centers |ive
under the federal poverty |ine and about 40
percent of them are uninsured.

Patients at the health centers are
friends, neighbors, and relatives. They are
chil dren needi ng physical exans to play sports or
attend school, people who have lost their health
I nsurance, and seniors who can't afford their
medi cati on.

I n northeast Philadel phia, there is
currently one city health center |ocated at
Cottman & Bustl eton where wait tinmes for new
adult patient appointnents are close to a year
and new pedi atric appointnents are close to six
nont hs, both of which are entirely way too | ong.

These long wait tinmes force patients to

forego care for chronic conditions |ike diabetes,
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hypertensi on and heart disease, |leading to

di mi nished ability to work, support their
famlies, enjoy a quality of life, which often
| eads, sadly, to shortened |ives.

For children, this can nmean decreased
access to routine physical exans and
vacci nations, delaying the ability to enroll in
or stay in school. The need for new health
centers in the northeast is not new, and the
departnent has been working for nany years to
identify and secure funding and | ocations to
build a new health center.

We have been able to secure the funding
to build two new health centers, one as part of
an infill devel opnent project with the Frankford
CDC near the Frankford Transportation Center, and
one on the campus of the Friends Hospital.

In searching for sites, we | ooked at
proximty to public transportation and maj or
arteries, space for parking, a | arge enough
footprint to acconmpdate health center
programm ng, visibility to the public, proximty
to local anenities, a safe physical environnent,

and a building that can sustain heavy daily
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utilization for a long period of tine.

The site on the Friends Hospital canpus
neets these requirenents, making it an idea
| ocation for this health center. The site at
Friends Hospital w Il accomodate about 30, 000
patients per year and has plenty of space to
accommpdat e both our current health center
prograns as well as provide roomto grow to
accommodat e t he changi ng needs of the comunity.

The site offers a beautiful, serene
envi ronnment where patients wll be able to enjoy
the wal king trails and make use of the avail abl e
green space. The canpus has plenty of parking
for patients who drive, and the health center
will be located next to the Langdon Street signal
| i ght and SEPTA stop for those who utilize public
transportation.

The Phi |l adel phi a Departnent of Public
Heal th strongly supports this rezoning
| egi slation, which will allow for health center
construction and as a result, will help keep
Phi | adel phi ans heal t hy.

We woul d also like to thank

Counci | mrenber Lozada for her support of this
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project, and thank you to the commttee for
allowing us to testify. W're happy to answer
any questi ons.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you for your
testinmony. Dr. Nelson.

M5. RAVAL-NELSON: | don't have any
formal testinony, Councilnmenber. |'mjust here
to support and answer any questions.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: kay. Chair
recogni zes Counci |l man Jones.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES: Thank you so
much. You nentioned in your testinony sone of
t he unacceptabl e del ays we now face with al
health centers in the Cty of Philadel phia. And
so |'mencouraged by this project to be sone
relief to that.

How does that relate to peopl e who have
di abetes seeking insulin and other -- |'ve heard
horrendous stories about there not being enough
supply. And do we have our own separate supply
within the Gty of Phil adel phia?

M5. ENOCS: So each health center has a
heal th center pharnmacy that di spenses nedi cations

to health center patients. And so once you are
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in the health center systemas a patient, the
onsite pharnmacy can di spense nedi cati ons.

At this tinme, | don't know of any
i nsulin shortages, but we have a pharnacy
contract. W have a pharmacy whol esal er that
provides all nedications sort of on a next day
delivery system

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES: Can you provide
to the chair specifically about the insulin
shortage that is going on because of QOzenpic and
this, that, and the other, there were tinmes where
peopl e couldn't get their prescriptions filled.

And | want to juxtapose that with a
hearing on CVS right aid to see how that inpacts
people wwthin the Gty of Philadel phia. But the
guesti on becones, is the City's health departnent
the relief fromthat for many? So that you don't
have to answer that now. Could you provide that
to the chair?

M5. ENOS: Yes.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES: Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you. Thank
you for the question. Any other questions for

this panel ? And seeing none. Chair recognizes
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Counci | man Lozada.
COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: 1'd also like to

just add that in districts |like mne, because of
everything that we have been experiencing,
because of the high volunme of retail theft,
because of just life. Right? Quality of life.
We have | ost many of our pharmacies. They have
left the district.

Many of our just |ocal doctors' offices
have picked up and taken their practices to other
spaces and ot her places. And so hearing from
residents how long it takes for themto be able
to see a doctor, hearing fromresidents the
anmount or the distance that they have to trave
to be able to go see a physician.

To me, even hearing sone of the
concerns fromthose who are opposing this project
to me, nmaking sure that people have access to
seeing a doctor was inportant.

Maki ng sure that residents are able to
fill their prescriptions before wal king out of
the doctor's offices and not having to nmake an
additional stop to be able to get the nedication

that they need to be able to live healthy, it was
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extrenely inportant.
So | think that all of the
opportunities that will be or could be available

in a project like this one are opportunities that
will create a healthier 7th council district.

And so | want to say thank you to
everyone who's been involved and who has
participated in the conversations of this project
because we all have the district's best interest
at heart and we understand that we're not going
to nmake everyone happy, but we needed to nake
sure that the decisions were nmade in an effort to
i nprove quality of life and nake everyone
heal t hi er.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you,
Counci | mrenber. And can we have the -- thank you
very much for your testinony. Can we have the
clerk call forward the next panel to testify?

THE CLERK: Adam Gol dman, executive
di rector of Phil adel phia Unenpl oynent Project
Nat han Ferris Ballard Spire LLP Council, Carol
Rogers, vice chair of PDPH board of directors,
and Maria Serna, Northeast conmunity nenber.

M5. GOLDVAN:.  Good norning, everyone.
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My nanme is Adam Goldman. |'mthe director of the
Phi | adel phi a Unenpl oynent Project. [|'mgoing to

keep m ne brief because there are a nunber of
folks, I think, who are going to give really
great testinony, but this project is desperately
needed.

You' ve previously heard about the wait
times at Health Center 10. [|'msure you're al
aware of the quality, affordable healthcare that
our -- that's provided at the city health
centers.

You' ve al so previously heard about how
the new health center on Roosevelt Boul evard
woul d provi de services to tens of thousands of
residents fromthe northeast, whether or not they
have i nsurance, whether or not they can afford to
pay, whether they're unenpl oyed, working,
retired, whatever.

Patients have really just waited | ong
enough and I think really time that this noves
al ong because it's been years in the works. As
counci | menber Lozada nentioned previously, she
held a series of really great community events,

comunity mneetings where | think there was a | ot
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of support that was shown.

In addition to that, hundreds of
residents of the Northeast signed postcards and
petitions in support of the project. And so |
really just urge the conmttee to nove this al ong
so that they can begin construction and start
seeing patients as soon as possible. Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you. Pl ease
state your nanme for the record and begin with
your testinony.

MR. FERRI'S: Good norning, Madam Chair,
Counci | renbers. M nane is Nathan Ferris. |'m
with the law firm Ballard Spahr, and | have the
honor of representing the Thonmas Scattergood
Foundation this norning, which is an organi zati on
with Quaker Roots that owns the historic Friends
Canpus.

For nmore than 200 years, that canpus
has served the nedi cal needs of the city's nost
vul nerabl e and forgotten people. And | don't
know i f George Washi ngton wal ked there, but there
is quite a |l egacy at this canpus, and we're proud
to be the stewards of that currently.

The foundation is partnering with the

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmi ttee on Rul es
06/ 04/ 2024

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

Page 99
6/ 4/ 24 - RULES - BILL 240058, ETC.

Departnent of Public Health to build a new city
health center on the Friends Canpus, which wl|
address the urgent need for expanded primary care
i n northeast Phil adel phia.

And we are very excited about this
opportunity to further the canpus's |egacy of
serving the needi est Philadel phians. And we're
here today to encourage you to favorably report
Bil | Nunmber 244426 out of commttee.

This bill remaps the canpus to the
speci al purpose civic zoning classification. And
this remapping is the last major regul atory
hurdle to nmaking this health care -- this health
center a reality.

And wi t hout boring you with the
details, | can tell you that | personally have
been working on this project since 2020, and nmany
peopl e have been working on it for years before
that before | becane invol ved.

So this is a very exciting day for the
whol e project team And passage of this bill is
a major step toward making this desperately
needed health center a reality.

And | wanted to thank Council nenber
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Lozada for her incredible support of this
project, as well as for helping us foster a
robust community engagenent process around this
bill and the project.

And we | ook forward to working with her
on this health center as it continues to devel op.
And the foundation al so wanted to thank the
mul tiple public health comm ssioners and their
staff who have worked tirelessly on this project.

W sinply would not be here today
wi t hout the dedication, hard work, and skill of
those public servants. And with that, |I'm open
to any questions. Oherw se, urge you to
favorably report the bill

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you very
much for your testinony. Please state your nane
for the record and proceed.

M5. ROGERS: (Good afternoon. Buenas
tardes. M nanme is Carol Rogers. | would |ike
to thank you, Councilwoman Bass, and ot her
menbers, and particularly Councilwoman Quetcy
Lozada for the chance after nmany, many years to
testify today.

| amvice chair of the Phil adel phi a
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City Health Center's board of directors. W
oversee the operations of the city health
centers, where we serve nore than 80, 000

Phi | adel phi ans each year, regardl ess of

I nsurance, noney to pay, or immgration status.

I'"'m al so a Phil adel phi a Departnent of
Public Health retiree after 29 years of service.
And |'ma nenber of the coalition that's been
fighting for two new health centers in northeast
Phi | adel phi a now.

So I'mhere to testify in support of
this bill, which wll permt the Departnent of
Public Health to open one of two new health
centers in northeast Philadel phia on the Friends
Site.

As you've heard, it's an urgent issue,
not only for the people of northeast
Phi | adel phia, but for all of us. |'ve testified
many tinmes in front of this body over 40 years
ago, | testified here about this sane issue.

So I'"'mgoing to talk a little bit about
nunbers. |'mnot going to bore you with nunbers,
but the need for new health center to serve

people living in the | ower northeast was
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identified as early as 2010 by the health
depart nent.

At that tinme, 72,000 people were living
in the four zip codes surrounding the area of the
new health center. 72,000 people who had chronic
di seases |i ke high blood pressure and di abetes.

5 percent of themreported having had no health
care in the previous year.

And | thought about the year since
then, 14 years. And | have those people on ny
m nd. How many of them suffer from preventable
conditions |ike stroke, heart attack, kidney
failure, anputation, early death, because they
were unable to get the care they needed then?

And | struggle with the reality. How
many woul d be healthy, healthier today if their
heal t hcare needs had been net? |If we had built a
new health center, then how nmany of them woul d be
alive today?

Qur city has the highest rate of people
living wth disabilities in the country. Wuld
our rates be so painfully high if we had been
able to serve the primary health needs of our

peopl e then?
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kay. |I'mgoing to give you anot her
nunber, 305. It takes 305 days to get an
appointnent if you are a new, new adult patient
at Health Center 10. 305 days is alnobst a year.

And it doesn't only affect Health
Center 10, it affects the rates of. The weights
are higher at Health Center 9 in our
nei ghbor hood, Councilwonan Bass. At Health
Center 6, whichis athird in Grard, they're
much | onger because of the |ower need. As people
fromthe | ower northeast go to those health
centers for care.

Heal t hcare del ayed is health care
denied. | want to personally thank Council woman
Lozada and her staff, who prom sed that they
woul d introduce this -- that she would introduce
this legislation if we could show support for new
health center at the Friends Hospital site.

In the face of the opposition of a few
nort heast residents who opposed the site of this
new health center, nenbers of our coalition
i ncl udi ng thousands of health center patients,
our board nenbers, Phil adel phia Unenpl oynent

Project, Pennsylvania Inmgration and Ctizenship

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmi ttee on Rul es
06/ 04/ 2024

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

Page 104
6/ 4/ 24 - RULES - BILL 240058, ETC.

Coalition, |abor unions and cl ergy, thousands
have spoken strongly in support of this newsite
at a Friends Hospital site wi thout delay, as soon
as is humanly possible, followed up by a new
satellite clinic at the Frankford transportation
site.

Now, | know you have a lot of really
i nportant issues to address. | know how hard it
is out here, but this one is an easy one. At
| east right now, | urge you to support this bill.
And then pl ease nmake sure there's no delay in the
establ i shnent of these desperately needed
servi ces.

92 percent of our patients state that
t hey woul d recommend their health center to a
| oved one. Please |earn about this amazing
system of care that our health centers provide
and the funding that it contributes, not only to
our people's good health, but to our general
fund.

Nobody else is comng to save us. Sone
of you probably don't even renenber when we had a
public hospital in this city. W were the first

city to shut our public hospital, Phil adel phia
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CGeneral Hospital. So nobody else is comng to
save us? Nobody.

| urge you to support and expedite the
bui |l ding of two new health centers in northeast
Phi | adel phi a now and gi ve your enduring and
robust support to the Philadel phia city health
centers, not only with this expansion in the
nort heast, but all over our city as needed.

Heal t hcare del ayed is heal thcare
deni ed. Thank you all so, so nuch for all your
hard work on behal f of us in Philadel phia. Thank
you.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: And we thank you
for your testinony.

M5. ROGERS: Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Are there any
guestions fromnenbers of the commttee for this
panel ? No questions. No? Al right. Seeing
none. Thank you very nmuch for your testinony.
And can we have Madam C erk please call forward
the | ast panel to testify on this bill, 2404267

M5. SERNA: (Speaks in Spanish.)

MR. RODRIGUEZ: And ny nane is Julio.

I'"'mgoing to translate after her.
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M5. SERNA: (Speaks in Spanish.) (In
English) My nane is Maria Serna. Thank you very
much. Thank you, Julio Rodriguez.

MR. JULIO Gacias, Maria. Good
afternoon, Council. M nane is Julio Rodriguez.
["'mw th the Pennsylvania Immgration Ctizenship
Coalition. |It's great to see so nmany strong
advocates here. And I'mgoing to be transiting
for Mari a.

Dear Madam Chair, Council menber Lozada,
and nenbers of city council, ny nane is Maria
Serna and |'mhere to testify in favor of
ordi nance 240426. \Wen we think about people's
lives, it's difficult to inagi ne what we can do
to have a better quality of life and heal th,
especially if you get sick and are | ooking for
somewhere to seek nedical attention

| have lived with ny famly for the
| ast 26 years in the northeast of the city, and I
can testify to how difficult healthcare has been
for all of us. As over the years, we were never
abl e to access healthcare at Health Center 10 on
Cott man Avenue because of how congested it is.

Where, despite getting up at 4:00 in the norning
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to get inline, you find extrenely long lines to
get an appointnent. And if you do get an
appointnment, it's over a year |long waits.

As it happened to ny friend Christina,
she was never able to get treatnent there either.
| actually brought a friend naned Joanna who had
extrenme pain in her nouth. | told her where |
was com ng today and she said, let ne go with
you. |'d rather go spend half a day and try to
get an appoi ntnent than wait a year.

G ve ne one second. One big thing |
want to know is that when people are not able to
get care, they often resort to hone renedies
which we all know can be dangerous. And | want
to al so enphasi ze that this does affect people
like my nom who's 91 and she's in a wheel chair.

So it's challenging to nove throughout
the city. So having access to heal t hcare near by
IS super inportant. And as her condition becones
more difficult, it's also nore and nore difficult
for her to take her to the doctor.

The sane thing happened with nmy sister,
who suffers fromnultiple cirrhosis and uses a

wheel chair, and with ny brother, who also suffers
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fromhis heart and the sane way for ne and ny
children, of which M guel Esteban was about to
die. And | often think if we had a better
quality of health, this would not have happened
to him

Having a place like this new center to
serve us wll be a great help, because the years
go by and it's difficult to have accessible place
to provide nedical care to treat you. That is
why |I'mhere. | took today off to be here and
presenting ny testinony, ny life experience, not
only for ny famly, but for nore and nore people.

Due to not being able to access a
near by accessi ble place to take care of one's
health, we are forced to postpone the right to
care and preventative health. The health center
Is very inportant because this way, ny entire
famly and other famlies, we would obtain the
access to care fromcare of our health.

In the northeast, there are nany
communities living that do not have that
possibility. Please |listen to the people.

Please listen to us. Through ny famly's history

and the great difficulties we have experienced
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over the years due to not being able to receive
proper attention and preventive care.

This health center will help us have a
much heal t hi er Phil adel phi a because the
popul ation living in the area will have sonmewhere
to be treated. Thank you so nuch for your
attention to ny testinony.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you. Thank
you very much. Please state your nane and begi n.

M5. BRADSHAW All right. M nane is
Marl on Bradshaw. Chai rwoman Bass, Council nenbers
and guests of the Philadelphia Gty Council Rules
Commi t t ee.

Back in 1981, | was living the dream
| was married, a honmeowner, and | was expecting a
baby. | gave birth to a beautiful baby boy. But
af ter about six nonths, when our precocious
toddl er started wal king and got a hold of his
father's Christmas train set, ny husband deci ded
he wasn't really ready to be a parent and he
didn't want to be married anynore.

When we finally divorced, | was no
| onger eligible for his health insurance. Qur

son woul d al ways be covered, but nme, not so much.
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At about the sane tine as ny divorce, | was going
to college to beconme a nurse. | thank God every

day for ny nother and ny grandnother who hel ped
nme raise ny son. And for Health Center 10.

I remenber wal king into Health Center
10 to nmake an appoi ntnment 42 years ago. That
process took over three hours. Wen we were
done, | had health insurance and an appoi nt ment
for adult nedicine for one nonth later. That is
nothing like the 10 to 12 nonths it takes today
to get a first appointnent.

About 18 years ago, | was asked to be
on the health center advisory conmttee. The
health center advisory commttee nenbers are a
wonder ful group of patient representatives and
communi ty volunteers and we neet nonthly.

|'"ve been a registered nurse now for
over 37 years. |I'mstill a patient of Health
Center 10. The patient satisfaction surveys
prove that all of the Cty of Philadel phia health
centers provide excellent care.

W need this new health center on the
canpus of Friends Hospital to help those who are

wai ting too long for an appointnment and to nake a
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dent in the healthcare desert that is northeast
Phi | adel phia. | thank you all. M nane is
Mar |l on Bradshaw.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you very
much for your testinony. Thank you for being
here today. Please state your nanme for the
record and proceed with your testinony, sir.

MR. WARRAKA: My nane is Kusema
Warraka, president of the health centers of the
City of Phil adel phia. Thank you, M. Chairman,
Counci | woman Bass, Council Jones, O Neill,

Ri chardson, and --

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Squi I | a.

MR. WARRAKA: Squilla. M apol ogy.
Counci | woman Lozada, | would |ike to thank you so
much. Miuch has been said. | support everything,
really. W work with this together with the
group.

We've been in the community with the
Counci | wonman Lozada, we've been talking to
Counci | renbers, and nmenbers of the community have
been very supportive.

There's overwhel m ng support in the

community for the two new health centers and the
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pressure that is now being exerted across all the
ot her health centers because of the whel m ng
demand of primary healthcare, prevention care and
screenings and all those demands in public health
in the community at Health Center Nunber 10 have
been overwhel m ng.

I[t's just about tine we actually
addressed this issue, and |'mso thankful for the
support we've gotten fromthe comunity. And
Counci | or Bass, you renenber from 2014, we've
been tal ki ng about these issues of the rising
popul ation in the | ower northeast and denand.

So this problemis well known in the
city and in public health. W thank very nmuch of
the Departnent of Public Health nenbers who
presented here toni ght also.

Anyway, |'mnot going to talk too nuch
because |'m just repeating nyself and |I'm so
appreciative. And we thank you so nuch for
payi ng attention to this issue. Thank you so
much.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: And t hank you.
Thank you for being here today. Any questions

from menbers of the conmttee? Seeing none.
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Okay. Thank you very much for being here.

M5. BRADSHAW  Thank you.

MR. WARRAKA: Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you for
com ng today. |s there anyone else here to
testify whose nane has not been called? Please
proceed to the wtness chair. Anyone else here
who would like to testify on Bill Nunber 2404267
Thanks. Yeah, you could take the first chairs
along the rail. GCkay. Please state your nane
for the record and proceed with your testinony.

M5. HUYNH: Hello, city council nenbers.
It's such a pleasure to cone in person and see
you all today because in the past, we have been
comuni cated by email and invite you to ny
comunity event.

My nane is Pearl M ngchu Huynh. [|I'm
the founder and president of the Northeast
Phi | adel phi a Chi nese Association. |'mthe one
who run the petition to get people signed to
support the two health center.

Six years ago, | was a staff at the
Heal th Center 10 and | do a Chinese

interpretation. Wen | worked there, | wtnessed
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that so many peopl e need appointnent to see the
doctor, but they not be able to and they have to
put on a waiting list for six nonths.

And | left health center and | run ny
organi zation, the Chinese Association. And
recently, | cone back to the health center and
served on the advisory commttee. And | was
surprised that the waiting |ist goes up to al nost
a year.

So the healthcare is really urgent,
there's no doubt about it. And so nmany
testinonials today al ready say enough about it.
And |'mhere just want to fill you in with how I
get to 900 sonething people signed a petition.

Most of them are the people who live
nearby the Friend Hospital. Because | live in
t he Lawncrest nei ghborhood. |'ma resident there
and ny famly, we from Southeast Asia. And in
that area nearby, there's a pocket of Chinese
I mm grants and Sout heast Asia, including
Vi et nanese, Laos, and Canbodia. And nmany are
patients of the health center currently.

And so when | talk to them about the

health center going to be -- could be at the
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Friend Hospital, everyone was so happy about it
because it's right in the heart of our conmunity.

W [ive on two sides of the Roosevelt
Boul evard. So every day, famly nenbers just
cross the boulevard and visit each other. And we
shop at the northeast tower and the Asian Strip
Mal | nearby. We like the Friends Hospit al
| ocation very much because it's right in the
heart of our activity. And the transportation is
conveni ent for both driving and wal ki ng.

To sone people, they think the
boul evard is a dangerous area. But for npbst of
the comunity lives there, especially the Asian,
that is part of our life. W live there and you
know, we cross the boul evard every day. W shop
and we do our business, visit famly.

So it is not a matter for us. So
therefore, sone people that are concerned about
the safety, I'"mgrateful for their concern. But
to the concentration of Asian community and al so
maybe ot her inmgrant community. This area is as
safe as any other area in the city. So pl ease
don't worry about it when you nake your deci sion.

And | appreciate that you select a
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Friend Hospital because it's such a nice sight.
And | heard about all the nice things going to be
happeni ng there. Because of the Friend Hospital
it going to be there.

So | heard the transportation
departnent going to put sone noney to invest in
this. And | believe when the Friend Hospital
Friend Hospital becone a health center, the area
will bring up the econony of the whole area. And
it will be nore devel opnent, bring nore good
things to our city.

And the healthcare really shortest in
the northeast. So please treat this health
center as a high priority project. Because every
day is count when it cones down to people life
and wel | -being. And every day that passed
wi t hout adequate healthcare, it risks our famly,
our friend and nei ghbor.

| strongly urge you approving the
zoning for this to new health center w thout
undue del ay. Because let's nove fast. This is
one of the best things you can do for our city
because our people really need it.

And the health center will bring
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happi ness to our community. And | appreciate it
very nmuch, and | hope you -- let's nove fast,
pl ease. Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you for your
testinony. Thank you. Thank you. All right.

Pl ease state your nanme for the record and
proceed.

M5. MORRI SON:  Good afternoon.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: (Good afternoon.

M5. MORRISON:. My nane is Linda
Morrison. Chai rwoman Bass and the honorable city
counci | mrenbers, thank you for allowing us to
speak. |I'mhere to put on record nmy objection to
Bill Nunber 240426. To the proposed zoning
changes to the area containing the Friends
Hospi tal property.

These changes pose a potential threat
to the nationally significant friends, to the
national -- pardon ne. These changes pose a
potential threat to the nationally significant
property through a proposal to construct a
bui |l ding on the contri buting grounds and denoli sh
the historicity contributing resource of |awn

side built in 1859 and is one of the earli est
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bui | di ngs on the property.

| am not objecting to a nedi cal
facility being built. | ambringing to |ight
that it took 186 years for the Friends Hospital
to attain this designation. And it's the only
national historic |andmark in northeast
Phi | adel phia. Let's not lose it with a sw pe of
a pen. Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Ckay. Thank you
for your testinony. Please state your name for
the record and proceed.

MR. HEISER: Terry Heiser. |'mvice
president of the Northwood G vic Association. M
testinony is simlar to Ms. Mxrison's. W in
Nort hwood and a nunber of other nei ghborhoods in
nort heast Phil adel phia, we recognize the need for
addi tional health center capacity. No question
about it. But we are strongly opposed to this
| ocation at Friends Hospital on three points.

Nunber one, it's an extrenely dangerous
| ocation. [It's on a high volune, high speed,
twel ve-l ane nmj or highway with a big Box shopping
center across the street. Police enforcenent of

traffic rules and regulations is mnimal in this

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmi ttee on Rul es
06/ 04/ 2024

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

Page 119
6/ 4/ 24 - RULES - BILL 240058, ETC.

city.

Public transit routes that would stop
there are few There's only one that runs the
| ength of the boulevard and two that cross it.
Patients who would ride public transit or walk to
and fromthe health center would have to cross
all twelve |anes. And they would be 42 percent
of the patients, according to the public health
depart nent.

Sone of those patients would be on a
wheel chair, a wal ker, crutches or a cane. And
the city plans to elimnate left turns at the
i ntersection of Langdon Street. Left turns would
have to be made a bl ock north or south of that.

Additionally, the traffic of the
patients and the staff would disturb the
tranquil, serene atnosphere. That's essential to
psychiatric care at Friends Hospital.

The national historic | andmark aspect
of this has been nentioned. The |awn side
bui l di ng, which is the fornmer gatehouse and
superintendent's residence sits close to
Roosevelt Boul evard. It would be between the

boul evard and the health center as proposed.
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However, it's not in the footprint of
the health center. Yet the historical conm ssion
has approved denolishing it despite the fact that
the architectural commttee of the historical
conmm ssi on recommended not approvi ng because it's
not necessary in the public interest.

But denolishing | awn side would
conveniently relieve the hospital of a burden of
mai ntai ni ng what is now a dil apidated structure
in law side.

Furthernore, on that site, which is 99
acres, the grounds of Friends Hospital, there
have been native Anerican encanpnents. Native
Amrericans had fished and hunted there. Artifacts
have been found, arrowheads, tools and so on.

And if such artifacts were found in the
excavation for the health center there, that
woul d necessitate an archaeol ogi cal survey which
m ght further entail additional preservation and
delay the arrival of the health center.

We have tried to | ook at the other 44 -
- the 44 sites that were considered. W've
requested that from several parties in the city.

We have not received them W would |ike to see
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t hem

We have approached sonme of the el ected
officials who signed letters of support for this
project. There were five of them Two of them
have wi thdrawn their support. Another one says,
who will go with whatever the community wants.

We recommend that this health center be
conbined with a smaller one that's proposed at
Frankford and Pratt. That one is for 5,000
patient visits per year, whereas the Friends
Hospital health center would be for 31, 300.

We recommend that the two be conbined.
They're only 1.4 mles apart. And at Frankford
and Pratt, the traffic is nmuch cal ner and public
transit is abundantly available at the Frankford
Transportation center.

If parking were an issue there, there
I s an abandoned Wal greens just a block north of
that Frankford and Pratt site and we woul d
recommend that the city purchase that.

So again, we are not disputing the need
for additional health center capacity. W're
just concerned about the location. It would be

dangerous at Friends Hospital, dangerous for the
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patients, and detrinmental to operations at the
hospital. So that is ny testinony.

There's just one thing I'd |ike to add.
We | earned about this neeting only three and a
hal f weeks ago and we would -- we request a
continuance so that we can consult with our
attorney and do research on the background here.

And further, we'd like to point out
that this hearing is about the zoni ng change.
Yes, the zoning needs to be changed but we don't
want that to lead to the health center going to
Friends Hospital.

The property is presently zoned for
residential, single famly and it's a hospital.
Sure, it should be changed but we don't want that
to bring this health center there. Again, we
have a solution to the problem Frankford and
Pratt. So that is our testinony. W thank you
for the opportunity.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you for
com ng and thank you for your testinony. Please
state your nanme for the record, sir, and proceed
wi th your testinony.

MR. BUFFI NGTON: My nane is John
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Buffington. | chair the history commttee of the
Hi storical Society of Frankford. Qur position is
consistent with Northwood Cvic. |In fact, our

col | eagues from Nort hwood Civic just stole nost

of nmy best points, not coincidentally, because we
have the sane essential position.

So at Northwood -- Friends Hospital is
not in Frankford. Qur mission is to pronote and
protect the history of Frankford and near by
communities. Friends Hospital is not in historic
Frankford. 1It's adjacent. [It's immediately
adj acent to historic Frankford.

We're very proud of Friends Hospital.
As has been said, it's the only national historic
| andmark in northeast Philadel phia. There are
| i ke four steps of inportance in historic notice,
official notice of history.

You can be on the Gty Register of
Hi storic Places. You can be on the National
Regi ster of Hi storic Places. You can be a
National Hi storic Landmark or you can be a
Nati onal Park. This is nunber three. This is
like close to the top.

This is like the Gettysburg Cenetery.
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It's really, really vitally inportant. Wy?
Because this was the first place ever, in Arerica
at least, to denonstrate that fresh air and not
bei ng shackl ed or | ocked up was ki nd of good for
peopl e that needed to get over their nental

i1l ness. The first place in Amrerica.

That's why it's a historic national
| andmark. |t shows what the treatnent system was
in 1836, the innovative treatnent as of 1836,
which is pretty common now, but it was new when
this place becane a hospital.

And what we have left is the remant.
And it's been changed. It's been changed. Any
historic site is going to have been changed over
tinme.

What is being proposed here underni nes
the historic use of the property. It underm nes
the treatnment of the current people there because
they're not going to have quite the access to the
grounds and what not .

As a matter of fact, Scattergood -- by
the way, Scattergood only owns 20 percent of this
property. It's 80 percent owned by a for profit.

This is different. This is not being done for
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the public good. The Gty Council did not get
full information on this soon enough to head it
of f before stupidity started to nove it al ong.

That is that location. |'mnot saying
there shouldn't be a health center. |'m saying
the locating of that property, of that health
center, of the newest health center at this
| ocation is just dunb. |It's dunb.

It's not in the interest of the health
community. |It's not in the interest of the
peopl e who are being treated there now. [|t's not
in the interest of the people that are going to
be com ng there. You heard that.

A health center delayed is a health
center bungled not by our new council person, not
by the current health director for the city, but
by the previous adm nistration or perhaps nore
than one. They did not actually do their
homewor k. Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Ckay. Thank you
for your testinony. Please state your nane for
the record and proceed.

MR. MENKEVICH M nane is Joseph J.
Menkevich, ME-NK-E-V-1-CH [|'man independent
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researcher. Sone people would call ne a
historian. | call nyself a researcher.

| was fornerly the president of the
Nor t hwood Paci fic Association, and | had the
nerve to tell one politician that he worked for
us. We didn't work for him And, yeah, | got
I npeached, just |like -- yeah, | got inpeached.
So | know what it feels |ike.

Anyway. | live in a neighborhood. [|'m
a stakeholder. | own a honme in Northwood. |'m
not here to talk about health center. | think
this is all snoke and mrrors. The bill here

says, change the zoning map. Oay? Al this
other stuff is reason why you're going to change
t he zoni ng map.

This is a nomnation | filed with the

hi stori cal comm ssi on. It's not about a health
center. It's about the land. Doesn't nention a
buil ding. Doesn't nention any of that. It shows

arrowhead to Indians.

The Friends Hospital knew about the
Indian artifacts found on these grounds since
1977. They downplayed it. They didn't want to -

- nobody wants to find Indian artifacts, just
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like they didn't want it down there at the

casi nos, sugar house. Didn't want to sit there
and dig up everything down, up and down Route 95,
but they did because they had to.

And 1'Il tell you sonething el se |
don't mnd telling politicians no. | don't m nd.
I nmean, we told Rick Mariano no, and we ended up
in state suprenme court. W won. And when | say
we, it wasn't the civic association, it was just
i ndependent nenbers of the community said, "W
don't like what the civic agreed to." They were
going to turn around and build a crematorium over
at G eenwood cenetery. And we said no.

We said our barbecued chicken w |l
never snell the sane again if you' ve got a
cremat ori umin our nei ghborhood. And we said no.
We took it to suprenme court, and we won. And |
would do it again if | had to. But back to this
thing about the Indian artifacts, there's
pictures here if you want to see them

There's pictures of Indian artifacts
getting found on that ground where I'mnot really
opposed to this bill is. |1'mopposed to noving

forward until after you actually have a -- yeah

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmi ttee on Rul es
06/ 04/ 2024

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

Page 128
6/ 4/ 24 - RULES - BILL 240058, ETC.

| guess you can put it up there.

' m opposed to not having an i npact
study done because that actually drains -- the
EPA shoul d do an inpact study because that drains
to Tookany Creek watershed. That's just one
I npact study.

You shoul d have an environnental inpact
study just for the watershed. You should have
anot her inpact -- another study done to see if
there are -- to nove to see either include or
excl ude Anerican Indian artifacts because it was
your heritage, you would care about it.

| didn't bring a tribal (indiscernible)
here to sit here and testify, but we could have.
We coul d have brought -- they cone to
Phi | adel phia to bust the trees anytine you guys
want them Ch, we're going to put a shovel on
bringing in great photo opportunity.

But that's their heritage. That's
their artifacts. There were encanpnents down
there on that ground. | traced every deed from
WIlliam Penn all the way up to present day. And
it's true that Scattergood Foundati on doesn't own

t hat . It's kind of convol uted who even owns t hat
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property right now because it was flipped over
three or four tines.

Friends Hospital owned it. Friends
Hospital was a nonprofit. This was in orphans
court. This whol e deal when Friends Hospital got
purchased by a for profit conpany in Texas, |
think it was in 2015, it had to get approved by
O phans Court and it had to get approved by the
Security Exchange Conm ssion because this was set
up as a trust.

The Friends Hospital set this ground up
as a trust. So it did get approved by various
parties. And the Scattergood Foundation was

founded after it was sold to the people in Texas.

It's just a nane. It's not the sane people that
always ran it. It's not run by the Friends
anynor e.

It was sold again to a conpany in
Tennessee. The Tennessee conpany now sold it
again to soneplace out in Gen. I'mtrying to
think where it is. Just outside the Cty of
Phil adel phia. It's actually in that | actually
have all the deeds in there. Al the deeds and

all the purchases.

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmi ttee on Rul es
06/ 04/ 2024

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

Page 130
6/ 4/ 24 - RULES - BILL 240058, ETC.

The Friends Hospital right now has been
broken up into condom niuns. They rent the
property back to thenselves. They forned.
There's so many | ayers. There's so many | ayers
of different conpanies operating in there. It's
not even clear who owns the property right now.

And if Scattergood Foundation only owns
20 percent of it, where's the majority owner?
Were's the majority owner saying, "Hey, we want
a zoning change. W want this. W want that."
Where is the majority owner of that property
right nowin this hearing? Because it's not a
Scat t er good Foundati on.

| don't know who the Scattergood
Foundation is. [It's just the straw purchaser. A
phony nane. The front. All these people with
the healthcare stuff, that's all snoke and
mrrors. There's plenty of healthcare in
Frankf or d.

They got a place on Frankford Avenue at

Cellar Street. It takes up five parcels that go
from Frankford Avenue to Giscom Street. It's a
health center. [It's not about public health
center. |It's open to the public, and it takes
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people with no health insurance. |[|f you don't
have heal th i nsurance and you go there, they'l|l
get you health insurance.

I'"'m 74 years old. | raised eight kids,
or | had nine. Eight of themare still alive.
Three of them graduated college. | worked a
bl ue-collar job at Bud conpany until Ronal d
Reagan shut every -- all the unions down.

I never had a problemgetting health
benefits. | nmean, it was the tine | was even
collecting welfare when I was out of work. They
put a lien on ny house, and they took all their
noney back when | sold the house.

And poverty is not a disease. It's a
desert. You neke it fromone end of the desert
to the other end of the desert, and you'll find
an oasis. | own a house now. | nean, |'m out of
that poverty thing. |I'mgetting to the end of ny
life now because | got to start playing on, |ike,
where ny stuff is going to go.

But I wouldn't mnd suing the city

again. | wouldn't m nd taking you people to
court because | kind of think that -- and | don't
mnd telling people, |ike, nmy councilwoman
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st opped playing with her phone all tine because
you sit here the whole tine, this neeting, just
pl aying wth.

["I'l just say another thing. The
public nmeetings they said that we had in our
nei ghbor hood weren't public neetings at all.

They didn't conme to the Cvic Association. Wat
they did is they dialed up all their friends from
Facebook, and they all showed up at a recreation
center. That was a prep rally. That wasn't a
publ i c neeting.

One other thing is, | don't |ike Zoom
neetings. So they steal your voice. They
viol ate your constitutional rights.

So right now, I would really just urge
you people to wap up ny testinony, since they
talk too damm nuch, is postpone decision on this
until you really find out who owns the place. |If
they put a health center, it may be as it may,
they put a casino down there on the -- they put a
casino in, but do the studies that need to be
done.

Make sure you do the inpact studies of

the environnment. W©Make sure you do the study to
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see if there are Indian artifacts there. And if
you get a health center in there, then you get a
health center in there. | nean, you can't
control the world.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you for your
testinony, sir.

MR. MENKEVI CH:  Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you.

MR. MENKEVICH. | nean, if you give
that book, | nean, if you want to keep that book,
| want you to --

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: We'll make sure
you get it back.

MR. MENKEVICH Only if it goes to the
mayor, because the last thing | gave the mayor.
Was it the last guy? He didn't read it.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you. Thank
you for your testinony. |Is there anyone el se
here to testify on Bill Nunber 2404267 Anyone
el se here to testify? I'msorry? You already
testified, ma' am

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER
(i ndi scernible).

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Actually, no. |I'm
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sorry. W still have a nunber of bills here that
we have to hear today, but we thank you for your
earlier testinmony. |s there anyone el se who
would like to testify on Bill Nunmber 240426 that
has not al ready spoken?

Ckay. Seeing none. Madam Cerk, can
we have you call forward the panelists for Bil
Nunber 240427? And as they are approaching, |I'm
goi ng to recogni ze Council nenber Jeffery Young
for comments. Council nenber.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you, Madam
Chair. And so Bill Nunber -- what's the nunber?
240427 invol ves a change to the zoning code
regardi ng nonperform ng uses. Zoning regul ates
| and use and structure placenent to protect the
heal th, safety, and welfare of the Gty of
Phi | adel phia's residents and busi nesses.

For al nost 100 years, | ocal
governnent's ability to regulate | and use has
been constitutionally protected as a natural
pol i ce power.

In the andmark United States Suprene
Court decision, Village of Euclid v. Anbler
Realty Conpany in 1926, the court held that as
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|l ong as they are not arbitrary and unreasonabl e,
zoni ng ordi nances are constitutional under the
police power of |ocal governnments, as |long as
they have sone relation to the public health,
safety, norals, or general welfare.

So, in effect, you know, changi ng
zoni ng reqgul ations coul d be considered a taking
of private property. So | fully understand the
angst of this bill. However, although
governnents have brawl powers to take private
property for a public purpose, individual
property owners nust be conpensated for the
property taken.

Accordingly, a zoning restriction that
requires a | andowner to discontinue a previously
| egal use of their land or renove fromthe
property a non-conform ng building or structure
wi t hout conpensation, that is unconstitutional.

However, when zoni ng power i s exercised
in a reasonabl e and proper manner, paynent of
conpensation is not warranted. And so what we're
trying to do with this bill is not take away
property rights. It's not require that all non-

conform ng uses be elim nated.
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But what we're trying to do here is to
ensure that a community has the benefit of
pl anning for the future. And so non-conform ng
uses, referred to when | ocal governnents change
zoning laws and all ow existing property sone form
of exenption, excuse nme, from abiding by the new
regul ati ons.

So the |law of Pennsylvani a regul ati ng
nonconformng uses is well settled. A non-
conform ng use is a use that predates a
prohi bitory zoning regulation. It constitutes a
vested constitutional property right that may be
conti nued unl ess the use is a nuisance,
abandoned, right? Wich is the key to this bill
or extinguished by imm nent donai n.

So, again, this bill today seeks to
provide clarity on when a non-conformng use is
deened abandoned. And I'mgoing to read the
| anguage of the bill. It's really one sentence
long. "A non-conform ng use shall be deened
abandoned whenever such use is discontinued and a
new use is established, with or without the grant
of a zoning permt, and shall not be reinstated."

So the burden of proving the existence
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of a non-conformng use falls upon the property
owner. In order to establish a non-conform ng
use, a property owner nust present objective

evi dence that the subject property was devoted to
such use at the tine of the prohibitory zoning
regul ati on was enact ed.

Property owners with a | egal non-
conform ng use have a constitutionally protected
right to expand that use, notwithstanding its
status as non-conform ng. However, this right is
not unlimted.

But Pennsyl vani a courts have concl uded
that while property owner may increase the
intensity of a non-conform ng use, a non-
conform ng use may not be expanded if it would be
i nconsistent with the public interest.

The owner may al so be prevented from
returning property to a non-conformng use if
that property starts to actually conform to
becone a conform ng use.

So with that said, in determning
whet her a desired use is a change in use or an
addi tional use, or nerely just a continuation of

an exi sting non-conform ng use, Pennsylvani a
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courts have ruled that a new activity may be
permtted continuation of a non-conformng use if
it is asimlar existing use.

So you're going to hear testinony from
fol ks that we nmay have tenants in a property, and
if this bill goes into effect and we have a
nonconform ng use, then our tenants, we may not
be able to get new tenants at that property. And
| understand that.

However, the proposed use need not be
identical to the existing non-conformng use.
Rather, simlarity is all that is required.

So for exanple, the court ruled that --
the Suprene Court ruled that a day canp was
simlar to an anusenent park. R ght? So that's
how | i beral the non-conformng use lawis
construed here in Pennsyl vani a.

So this fear of losing a | egal non-
conformng use, in ny opinion, is msguided.

When is a non-conform ng use abandoned by the
property owner? A use is entitled to |egal
recognition and protection as a non-conform ng
use. It does not |ose such status unless it is

abandoned. And that's what we're tal ki ng about
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inthis legislation. Wat is abandoned?

The courts rul ed that non-conformn ng
use continues until abandonnment, which requires,
one, an intent to abandon, and two, actual
abandonnment. So to ne, if you establish a new
use, then it's clear that you have intent to
abandon, an actual abandonnent.

And so that's what this bill tends to
do. R ght? But there are protections regarding
intent. So if you are you abandoned because of
financial inability, you're protected, your
nonconformty is protected, or if you fail to
register or get a permt for your non-conform ng
use, that's not considered to be abandonnent at
al | .

So this bill does not elimnate non-
conformng uses. |I'mgoing to read the bill
again. A non-conform ng use shall be deened
abandoned whenever such use is discontinued and a
new use is established, with or without the grant
of a zoning permt, and shall not be reinstated.
Al right?

Just to give an exanple, for exanple,

we have a fornmer nursing honme at 2100 Gerard
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Avenue in Phil adel phia. That nursing hone cl osed
in 2022. And after 2022, that nursing home was
used as a honel ess shelter.

Now, a honel ess shelter and a nursing
honme are two totally separate uses. So again, |
feel that in that event where you abandon your
nursi ng hone use and you use it as a shelter use,
then under this legislation, you will be
prohibited fromthen trying to cone back and say,
"You know what? W're going to still use it as
sone kind of nedical facility in the future.”

Once you change that use fromits
original use, you are not able to go back to then
say, "You know, we change our mnd. W want to
go back to this use that is considered to be a
nui sance in the conmunity.”

So that is all this bill is trying to
do is to protect conmunities and prevent
nui sances from happeni ng. So thank you, Madam
Chair.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: We thank you for
the explanation. W just don't want to | ose our
quorum  But thank you very much for a very

t horough expl anation. You know your stuff. So
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we appreciate that. Even Paula gave you a thunbs
up. Right? So can we get you to state your nane
for the record and pl ease proceed wth your

testi nony, Paul a?

M5. BURNS: | am Paul a Brunbel ow Bur ns,
Director of Legislation for the Philadel phia Gty
Pl anning Comm ssion. | amhere to testify on
Bi |l Nunber 240427, introduced into City Counci
on May 9th, 2024, by Council nmenber Young.

Bi Il Nunber 240427 anends the
Phi | adel phi a Zoni ng Code by anendi ng section 14-
305 of the Phil adel phia Code entitled
nonconformties, by providing further provisions
on changes from nonconform ng uses.

The bill proposes an additi onal
standard for how non-conform ng use standards are
applied and when permts should be discontinued,
which will allow-- I'"'msorry -- which will be a
maj or cityw de change in how nonconformties are
treated.

The new criteria for determ ning when a
nonconform ng use i s abandoned will potentially
nove | egally nonconform ng uses out of

conpliance, specifically in buildings with many
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t enant spaces.
The staff of the planning comm ssion
wi |l be recommendi ng an additional 45-day review

to the Planning comm ssion at their upcom ng
neeting. In reviewing the bill within the
adm ni stration, several significant questions
wer e raised.

W would Iike to step back and take a
nore holistic review of our current nonconform ng
section and determne if a full revision to the
entire section of the code, and not just one
smal|l section is warranted.

The Phil adel phia City Pl anning
Comm ssion will consider Bill Nunber 240427 at
its public neeting on June 6th, 2024. | wll be
happy to answer any questions at this tine.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you very
much for your testinony. Any questions fromthe
panel ? Any questions? Council mn Young.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Does the pl anning
conm ssion have -- |I'msorry -- does the planning
comm ssion have a reconmendation on the bill?

M5. BURNS: At this point, we have not.

Wien we net with the |aw departnent and |icense
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and i nspections to see how the bill would be
interpreted, how L& would be reading the bill,
there were just several questions. So we did not
have enough tinme to kind of work around trying to
figure out the best solutions.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you.

M5. BURNS: So we don't actually have
one. We're just recommendi ng the 45 days for
addi tional reviewtine.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you, Madam
Chair.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Ckay. Thank you
very much for your testinony. Can we have the
Madam Cl erk please call our next witness to
testify?

THE CLERK: Rachel Pritzker, Building
| ndustry Associ ati on board nenber.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you. Pl ease
state your nane for the record and proceed.

M5. PRI TZKER  Good afternoon. My nane
Is Rachel Pritzker. | amhere as the owner and
CEO of Pritzker Law Group, which is the city's
only certified wonen owned |law firm focused in

the areas of real estate, business and governnent

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmi ttee on Rul es
06/ 04/ 2024

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

Page 144
6/ 4/ 24 - RULES - BILL 240058, ETC.

relations. |'malso the youngest fenal e board
menber of the Building Industry Association which
Is who |I'mhere today representing.

I'"'m providing testinony on Bill Nunber
240427, anending the zoning code related to non-
conformng uses. | want to first say that |
never | ook forward to testifying in opposition of
| egi sl ati on.

| consider nyself a colleague to many
on city council and city Council menbers and
staffers, given ny fornmer job for this
| egi sl ative body as a city council staffer,
specifically as |egislative counsel.

Wth that said, the bill as currently
witten is anbi guous and can have dangerous
conseguences that goes against our city's goal of
keepi ng weal th i n nei ghborhoods, transparency,
and providi ng af fordabl e housi ng.

| want to start by making it clear that
a legal, non-conform ng use or a property that is
grandfathered in neans that at sonme point prior
to a remappi ng | egislative change code anendnent
or code rewiting, as was undertaken in 2011,

2012, the property obtained a valid use permt
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and certificate of occupancy. W are not talking
about illegal uses at all.

This legislation in its current form
seeks to renove the process and protections in
pl ace for existing nonconform ng uses and instead
provi des a very uncl ear process for how existing
nonconform ng uses that m ght be | egal but maybe
not appreciated in this instance, can get w ped
out under a property owner.

Wiile we are aware of the sponsors
intent for this bill, there are arguably, on the
| ow end, tens of thousands, if not hundreds of
t housands of properties in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a that have and had obtai ned | egal use
permts and cos to use and operate their property
in a certain way.

For exanple, | worked on a project
recently located in the 32nd denocratic ward and
one in Tioga, which were owned by the
grandchi l dren of a | ong-term Phil adel phi a
resi dent and property owner. The grandnother, in
one instance, had owned the triplex for 40 years
until she passed it to her granddaughter.

Since owning the property for 40 years,
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the property had never not been a legal triplex
and had provided retirenment incone for this
famly and generational wealth owning the rea
estate outright. The property had since been
remapped froma zoning classification in the
1960s that had allowed for a triplex by right to
RSAS.

However, given the city's rules for
non-conform ng uses before this recent anendnent,
we were able to help this famly get an updated
rental |license and keep the use as a triplex when
it changed hands to the granddaughter.

G ven the current process, well known
to L& and the city, we were able to show proof
that it was illegal nonconform ng use and this
famly was able to retain their property
hopefully for generations to cone.

| could give you hundreds of these
exanples. Had this legislation been in effect,
or the city process arbitrarily and anbi guously
changed, this famly m ght have had to go through
the variance process, which can cost $3,000 to
$5,000 in city required fees and posting

requi rements al one, not even considering | ega
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f ees.
And in nost cases, they would have
ei ther had no choice but to operate it illegally

or sold the property, as they would not have been
able to fight the battle with L& or weather the
ZBA process. This conversation happens all the
tine.

This is also the case for snall
busi ness owners across the city who have
mai nt ai ned the sanme exi sting nonconform ng uses
for decades. W thout clear and thoughtfu
amendnents to this bill, this is what is at risk
all over the city.

This al so does not hel p keep affordable
units in neighborhoods, as the famly's other
opti on woul d have been if they could have
afforded to denmolish the entire interior of the
bui |l ding and nade it one single famly hone under
the RSA5 zoning, or sell it to soneone to do the
sane thing, the cost of which would have far
exceeded what woul d be reasonabl e and market abl e
i n any nei ghborhood outside of Center City,
Society H Il, Washington Square, northern

liberties, or the |ike.
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And the famly woul d have | ost
generational wealth, and the nei ghborhood woul d
have | ost affordable units.

VWhat we are doing with this bill is
creating a cityw de problemthat does not sol ve
the one issue it was based on. And in fact,
could create even nore loss. It is those in our
city who cannot afford |awers |ike nyself that
we hurt. And it is against ny own bottomline to
stand in opposition to this bill, but it is the
right thing to do.

I want to end by saying we | ook forward
to working with the bill sponsor on various
I ssues that he is chanpioning and that we can see
shared common ground on. Thank you for your
time, and |'m avail able for any questi ons,

Chai rwoman and nenbers of the Rules Conmmttee.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you very
much. Thank you very nuch for your testinony.
Any questions fromthe conmttee? | don't see
any questions.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  One questi on.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Counci | man Young.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Yeah. Good
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afternoon, Rachel. |In your testinony, you
nmenti oned that you had clients that had a
triplex, and you have themthrough that process
now. Did they ever use that property as

sonet hing other than a triplex?

M5. PRITZKER: So they didn't use it as
sonet hing other than a triplex. However, there
were periods of tinme that it wasn't operating
with tenants in it and things. And given
abandonnment, which, as you know fromthe courts
has | ongstanding, it doesn't have to be just
vacant .

They could be trying to fill it.
There's a |l ot of nuances to it, and we had to
spend hours working through this with L& .

Hour s.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG And | get it.
And | get that point regardi ng abandonnent. But
this bill says and establish -- a new use is
established. That's the only difference here.
So if they never established a new use, then they
woul d not fall under this bill. Right?

It only fall -- is it considered if

they, for exanple, were to say, try to use it as
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a store or sonething like that. As long as you
mai ntai n your sane grandfather use under this
bill, you' re fine.

It's just that when you establish a new
use, even if it's a conform ng or another non-
conform ng use, you then lose the ability to say
you want to go back to that previous use once you
establish a newuse. That's all this bill does.
And that's howit clarifies that.

M5. PRI TZKER: Wen you have it say
things like with the zoning permt or not with
the zoning permt, it's a lot of gray area.

And what you want to have people do who
are not really well versed in this is make sure
it'"s really clear not only for the people that
are operating in the city, the people who are
buying real estate in the city, the people that
own real estate in the city, and then the people
that have to enforce all this, |ike the
Departnent of |icenses and inspections.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG | think that our
L& have the technical capability of enforcing
this. And | do think that when it cones to the

issue, with or without the grant of a zoning
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permt, that goes to show that intent as well.
Ri ght ?

So if you're using a property and you
don't have a zoning permt for it, you' re not
using it in a legal manner anyway. And so |
think what this bill does is just try to clarify
and to bring those properties on record to be a
| egal , whether they're illegal, non-conform ng
use or legally permtted use.

M5. PRITZKER. |'mgoing to, as respect
for the board, or the commttee wanti ng a quorum
Il wll leave ny rebuttal to where it is. | think
the reality here is that this bill could be
cl eaned up a lot cleaner, just a | ot nore
transparent and easier for everybody to follow

And the reason that the BIA is opposing
the bill is because we want to nake sure that
ot her council menbers are aware, when we nake bi g,
broad changes in the zoning code that affect a
| ot of different properties and a | ot of
different people, that we're really thoughtfu
how we do it and it's really clear and conci se.
And that's all we're asking for.

We appreciate the intent in the bill.
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|"ve offered, off the record, a thousand tines to
help work on the bill. | just want to nake sure
that when we're dealing with clients and peopl e

I n our industry who are not always well versed,
don't always have | awers, don't always have
architects, and they have been in nei ghborhoods
for many years, and they don't understand the
nuances that it's clear to all of them

So they don't wake up one day, and then
they have to figure out, how am| paying a
| awyer? How am | doing this, how |I'm doing that?
And that's really what |'mhere to support,
because al though | have this big, fancy title, |
started ny career representing nei ghborhood
peopl e because nobody was hiring nme for bid
projects and centers city.

And so |'ve seen a |lot of the issues
that cone fromthis, and | have done probably
nore zoni ng board cases than nost people in the
city. So | could tell you firsthand that we want
to be really careful before we push people
t hrough what is a very expensive and ti me-
consumi ng process.

And that's all we're |ooking to achieve
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here and we're happy to work collectively on
t hat .

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  And j ust sone
point of information, if a person was to disagree
with this particular provision, they woul dn't
have to go to the zoning board to seek a
variance. R ght? If they disagree, you would
appeal to L& and basically say that L& mnade the
wr ong deci sion by saying ny property does not
fall under this grandfathered provision. If it's
not a simlar.

Again, it's only for new uses. So if |
have a use and L& is saying, well, nope, it
doesn't fall under there. And your argunent is
that, yes, it does, it's still a simlar use,
then you make an appeal against L& . You don't
seek a variance. That's a nuch different
process.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: So | think that
this is sonething that, in this particul ar case,

I think that Council man Young is probably nore
than willing that if we see, when we |egislate
sonething, that if we see that it is -- that your

concerns do cone to the forefront in a
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significant way, then that's sonething that we
can certainly revisit. | believe so.

Counci | man Young, would you say that
you woul d be certainly open to neki ng anendnents,
adj ustnents after passage to this bill so that we
can make sure that it's not an undue burden on
the taxpayer of the property owners?

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG. Madam Chair, one
nore comment, if | may. Just given the fact that
t he pl anning conm ssion is asking for 45 days. |
mean, this bill won't pass before the end of the
session in reality anyway.

So we still have the sumrer to work on
things. | just would like to nmake sure that if |
ask this conmttee to hunbly pass this with
favorabl e recommendati ons so we can nove forward
with the process.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: So there is tine?
So there is a period over the sumrer nonths where
we can get together. |[|'d be happy to convene a
neeting so that we can wal k through what your
concerns are and try to figure out sonething.

So let's keep that on the table over

the summer nonths. W work all summer | ong.
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Peopl e say city council doesn't work. W work
all sunmer long. So we'll be here and woul d | ove

to work with you on this to get it done. kay.
Al right. Thank you so nuch.

Is there anyone else here to testify on
Bill Nunber 240427 anyone else? No. Seeing no
one. Madam C erk, please call the next w tness
on Bill Nunmber 240466.

THE CLERK: Paul a Brunbel ow Bur ns,
Director of Legislation, Philadelphia Cty
Pl anni ng Conm ssi on.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:. Pl ease state your
nanme for the record and proceed.

M5. BURNS: Good afternoon to the
menbers of the Rules Conmittee. | am Paul a
Brunbel ow Burns, director of the |egislation for
the Phil adel phia Cty Planning Comm ssion. | am
here to testify on Bill Nunber 240466, introduced
into Gty Council on May 16th, 2024 by
Counci | mrenber Bass for Council President Johnson.

Bill Nunmber 240466 anends the
Phi | adel phi a Zoni ng Code by anendi ng section 14-
30314 of the Phil adel phia Code, entitled Public

Heari ngs of the Zoning Board of Adjustnent. To
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change the nunber of board nenbers required for a
guorum or an action taken at the zoning board of
Adj ust ment heari ng.

This bill addresses the question of
what constitutes a quorumin light of the recent
charter change that increased the zoning board of
adj ustnent to seven nenbers. The bill as
i ntroduced increases the static nunber of nenbers
necessary for making a quorum and taking action
fromthree to four nenbers.

The anmendnent before you today w ||
revise the quorumrequirenent fromthe static
nunber of nenbers to a nmpjority of the nenbers of
the zoning board constituting a quorum

The staff of the planning comm ssion
supports the anendnent to adjust the | anguage to
a mpjority of nmenbers. | wll be happy to answer
any questions at this tine.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you for your
testinony. Any questions fromcommttee?
don't see any. Thank you very nuch for your
testi nony.

M5. BURNS: Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Is there anyone
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el se here to testify on Bill Nunber 2404667

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER:  No.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Ckay. Seeing
none. It's been a marathon. Seeing none and
being that there are no further witnesses, let's
see where are we. This concludes the public
hearing. |s there anyone here for public
comment ?

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: No.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Ckay. | didn't
think so either. GCkay. Al right. So seeing
none. This concludes the public hearing. We'lIl
now go into a public neeting shortly to consider
the action to be taken on the bills for the
comm ttee today. We want to thank you for your
pati ence and now go into our public neeting.

The chair recogni zes Council man Squill a
for a notion on Bill Nunmber 240426.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  The quorumis
present. And thank you, Madam Chair. | nove the
Bi Il Nunber 240426 be reported fromthis
conmttee with a favorable recommendati on and
further nove the rules of council submt the

first reading of this bill at the next session to
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counci | .
(Duly seconded.)
COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:. Thank you. The
chair notes for the record that Council nenber
Gaut hi er seconds the notion. It's been noved and

properly seconded that Bill Nunber 240426 be
reported fromthis conmttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove that the rul es of
council be suspended to permt the first reading
of this bill at the next session of council. Al
of those in favor of this notion will signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Any opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Ayes have it. And
the notion carries.

COUNCI LMEMBER RI CHARDSON: |'d like to
be recorded as voting aye on the bill that | just
m ssed. Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Yes. And chair
recogni zes for the record that Council woman Kat hy
G I nore Richardson voted aye on Bill Nunber

240426 as well. Chair recogni zes counci |l menber
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Squilla for a notion to the anendnent on Bill
Nunmber 240058.
COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
Madam Chair. | offer an anmendnent to Bill Nunber

240058. A copy of the anendnent has been
circulated to all nmenbers of the commttee.
nove that the anmendnent to Bill Nunber 240058 be
approved.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: It's been noved
and properly seconded that the anmendnent to Bill
Nunmber 240058 be approved. Al of those in favor
of this nmotion will signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Does anyone
oppose?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Ckay. The ayes
have it. And the notion carries. Chair
recogni zes Counci |l menber Squilla for a notion on
Bi Il Nunber 240058 as anended.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
Madam Chair. | nove the Bill Nunmber 240058 as

anmended to be reported fromthis comrittee with a
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favorabl e recommendati on and further nove that
the rule of council be suspended. | subnmit the
first reading of this bill to next session to
counci | .

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: The chair notes
for the record that Council nmenber Kathy G| nore
Ri chardson seconds the notion. |It's been noved
and properly seconded that Bill Nunber 240058 as
anmended be reported fromthis conmttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on and further nove that
the rules of council be suspended to permt the
first reading of this bill at the next session of
counci | .

Al'l of those in favor of the notion
will signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)
COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: |s anyone opposed?
(No response.)

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: The ayes have it.
And the notion carries. Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Squilla for a notion on the
amendnent to Bill Nunmber 240157.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
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Madam Chair. | offer an anendnent to Bill Nunber
240157. A copy of the anendnent has been
circulated to all nmenbers of the commttee.
nove that the anmendnent to Bill Nunber 240157 be
approved.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: It's been noved
and properly seconded that the anmendnent to Bill
Number 240157 be approved. Al of those in favor
of the notion signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)
COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Anyone opposed?
(No response.)

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: The ayes have it.
And the notion carries. And the chair recognizes
Councilman Squilla for a notion on Bill Nunber
240157 as anended.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
Madam Chair. | nove the Bill Nunber 240157 as
anended be reported fromthis commttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on and further nove that
the rules of council be suspended and submt the
first reading of this bill at the next session of

counci | .
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(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: The chair notes
for the record that Council nmenber Kathy G I nore
Ri chardson seconds the notion. And it's been
noved and properly seconded that Bill Nunber
240157 as anended be reported fromthis conmttee
with a favorable recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of council be suspended to permt
the first reading of this bill at the next
session of council.

Al'l of those in favor of this notion
will signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)
COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:. Anyone opposed?
(No response.)

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Ckay. The ayes
have it. And the notion carries. Chair
recogni zes council menber Squilla for a notion on
Bi |l Nunmber 240242.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
Madam Chair. | nove the Bill Nunber 240242 be
reported fromthis conmttee with a favorable
reconmendati on and further nove the rul es of

counci| be suspended and submt the first reading
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of this bill the next session accounts.
(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: (i ndiscernible).

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
Madam Chair. To correct the nmotion, | nove the
Bi Il Nunmber 240242 be reported fromthis
conmmttee with the favorabl e recommendati on.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: The chair notes
for the record that Council menber Kathy G I nore
Ri chardson seconds the notion. [It's been noved
and properly seconded that Bill Nunber 240242 be
reported fromthis conmttee with a favorable
recommendation. All those in favor of the notion
wi Il signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)
COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Anyone opposed?
(No response.)

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: kay. The ayes
have it. And the notion carries. Chair
recogni zes Counci |l menber Squilla for a notion on
the anmendnent to Bill Nunber 240332.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  Thank you,

Madam Chair. | offer an amendnent to Bill Nunber
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240332. A copy of an anendnent has been
circulated to all nmenbers of the conmttee, and |
nove that the anmendnent of the Bill Nunber 240332
be approved.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: It's been noved
and properly seconded that an anmendnent to Bill
Nunber 240332 be approved. Al those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)
COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Anyone opposed?
(No response.)

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: The ayes have it.
And the notion carries. Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Squilla for a notion on Bill Nunber
240332 as anended.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
Madam Chair. | nove the Bill Nunmber 240332 as
anended be reported fromthis commttee with a

f avorabl e recommendati on and further nove that

the rules of council be suspended. | submt the
first reading of this bill the next session to
counci | .

(Duly seconded.)
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COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: The chair notes
for the record that council menber Kathy G I nore
Ri chardson seconds the notion. |It's been noved
and properly seconded that Bill Nunmber 240332 as
anmended be reported fromthis conmttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on and further nove that
the rules of council be suspended to permt the
first reading of this bill at the next session of
counci | .

Al of those in favor of the notion
will signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)
COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Any opposed?
(No response.)

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: The ayes have it.
And the notion carries. Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Squilla for a notion on Bill Nunber
240368.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
Madam Chair. | nove the Bill Nunber 240368 be
reported fromthis conmttee with a favorable
reconmendati on and further nove that the rules of
council be suspended. | submt the first reading

of this bill at the next session of counsel.
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(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: The chair notes
for the record that Council nmenber Kathy G I nore
Ri chardson seconds the notion. (Coughs) |'ve
been tal king for 3 hours straight, so.

COUNCI LMEMBER RI CHARDSON:  Yeah.
That' s okay.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you. It's
been noved and properly seconded that Bill Nunber
240368 be reported fromthis commttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on and further nove that
the rules of council be suspended to permt the
first reading of this bill at the next session of
counci | .

Al'l of those in favor of the notion
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)
COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Anyone opposed?
(No response.)

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: The ayes have it.
And the notion carries. The chair recognizes
Counci | menber Squilla for notion on Bill Nunber
240385.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
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Madam Chair. | nove the Bill Nunber 240385 be
reported fromthis conmttee with a favorable
reconmendati on and further nove that the rules of
counci| be suspended and submt the first reading
of this bill at the next session of council.
(Duly seconded.)
COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: The chair notes
for the record that Council nenber G | nore
Ri chardson seconds the notion. |It's been noved
and properly seconded that Bill Nunber 240385 be
reported fromthis conmttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove that the rules of
council be suspended to permt the first reading
of this bill at the next session of council.
Al'l those in favor say aye.
(Aye.)
COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Any opposed?
(No response.)
COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: The ayes have it.
And the notion carries. Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Squilla for a notion on the
amendnment to Bill Nunmber 240415.
COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  Thank you,

Madam Chair. | offer an amendnent to Bill Nunber
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240415. A copy of the amendnent has been
circulated to all menbers of the conmttee. And
I nove that the anmendnment to Bill Nunber 240415
be approved.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: It's been noved
and properly seconded that the anendnent to Bil
Nunber 240415 be approved. Al those in favor of
the notion signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)
COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Anyone opposed?
(No response.)

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: The ayes have it.
And the notion carries. Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Squilla for a notion on Bill Nunber
240415 as anended.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
Madam Chair. | nove the Bill Nunmber 240415 as
anended be reported fromthis commttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on and further nove that
the rules of council be suspended and submt the
first reading of this bill at the next session of
counci | .

(Duly seconded.)
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COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: The chair notes
for the record that Council menber G | nore
Ri chardson seconds the notion. |It's been noved
and properly seconded that Bill Nunmber 240415 as
anmended be reported fromthis conmttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on and further nove that
the rules of council be suspended to permt the
first reading of this bill at the next session of
counci | .

Al'l of those in favor of this notion
will signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)
COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Anyone opposed?
(No response.)

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: The ayes have it.
And the notion carries. Chair recognizes
Counci |l renber Squilla for a notion on the
amendnment to Bill Nunmber 240421.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
Madam Chair. | offer an anmendnment to Bill Nunber
240421. A copy of the amendnent has been
circulated to all nenmbers of the conmttee, and |
nove that the anmendnent to Bill Nunber 240421 be

approved.
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(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: It has been noved
and properly seconded that the anmendnent to Bill
Nunmber 240421 be approved. Al those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)
COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Anyone opposed?
(No response.)

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: The ayes have it.
And the notion carries. And | want to recognize
Counci | renber Squilla for a notion on Bill Nunber
240421 as anended.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
Madam Chair. | nove the Bill Nunber 240421, as
amended, fromthis commttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove that the rul es of
counci| be suspended and submt the first reading
of this bill at the next session to council.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: The chair notes
for the record that Council nmenber Kathy G| nore
Ri chardson seconds the notion. [It's been noved
and properly seconded that Bill Nunmber 240421 as

anended be reported fromthe coommittee with a
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favorabl e recommendati on and further nove that
the rules of council be suspended to pernmit the
first reading of this bill at the next session of
council. Al those in favor of the notion wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Anyone opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: The ayes have it.
And the notion carries. Chair recognizes
Counci | renber Squilla for a notion on Bill Nunber
240427.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
Madam chair. | nove the Bill Nunber 240427 be
reported fromthis conmttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove that the rul es of
counci| be suspended and submt the first reading
of this bill to the next session of council.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: The chair notes
for the record that council menber Kathy G| nore
Ri chardson seconds the notion. [It's been noved
and properly seconded that Bill Nunber 240427 be

reported fromthis conmttee with a favorable
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recommendati on and further nove that the rul es of
council be suspended to permt the first reading
of this bill at the next session of council.

Al'l those in favor of this notion wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)
COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Anyone opposed?
(No response.)

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: The ayes have it.
And the notion carries. Chair recognizes
Counci | renber Squilla for a notion on --
actually, we're going to be holding Bill Nunber
240432. So there will be no notion on Bil
Nunmber 240432.

Chair recogni zes Council menber Squill a
for a notion on the anmendnment to Bill Nunber
240466.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
Madam Chair. | offer an anmendnment to Bill Nunber
240466. A copy of the anendnent has been
circulated to all nmenbers of the commttee.
nove that the anmendnent to Bill Nunber 240466 be
approved.

(Duly seconded.)
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COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: It's been noved
and properly seconded that the anmendnent to Bill
Nunmber 240466 be approved. Al those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)
COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Anyone opposed?
(No response.)

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: The ayes have it.
And the notion carries. Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Squilla for a notion on Bill Nunber
240466 as anended.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
Madam Chair. | nove the Bill Nunber 240466 as
anended be reported fromthis commttee wth a

fabl e recommendati on and further nove that the

rul es of council be suspended. | submt the
first reading of this bill to the next session to
counci | .

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: The chair notes
for the record that Council nmenber Kathy G| nore
seconds the notion. It's been noved and properly
seconded that Bill Nunber 240466 as anended be

reported fromthis conmttee with a favorable
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reconmendati on and further nove that the rules of
council be suspended to permt the first reading
of this bill at the next session of counsel.
Al'l of those in favor of this notion
will signify by saying aye.
(Aye.)
COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Is there anyone
opposed?
(No response.)
COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: The ayes have it
and the notion carries. And if there is no
addi tional remarks, this concludes the business
of the Commttee on Rules for today. Thank you
all very nmuch for your attendance.

(The Comm ttee was adj ourned.)
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