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1 - - -

2 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

3 RI CHARDSON: All right. Good

4 norning. Thank you all so nuch for

5 being here. | now note that the

6 hour has cone to begin today's

7 heari ng.

8 For our Clerk, will you

9 pl ease call the roll to take

10 attendance. Menbers that are in

11 attendance w Il please indicate

12 t hat you are present when your name

13 is called.

14 THE CLERK:

15 Counci | menber Jones.

16 COUNCI LMAN JONES:

17 Present .

18 THE CLERK:

19 Counci | menber Thonas.

20 COUNCI LMAN THOWVAS:

21 Present .

22 THE CLERK:

23 Counci | menber Ahnad.

24 COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
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1 Present .

2 THE CLERK: Counci | man

3 Driscoll.

4 COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:

5 Present.

6 THE CLERK: Vice-Chair

7 Bass.

8 COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

9 Present .

10 THE CLERK: And, Chair

11 G | nore Richardson.

12 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

13 RI CHARDSON: | am present. Thank

14 you. A quorum of the commttee is

15 present and this hearing is now

16 called to order. This is the

17 public hearing of the Commttee on

18 Fi nance regardi ng Resol uti on No.

19 251034.

20 Clerk, wll you please

21 read the title of the resol ution.

22 And the Chair also notes for the

23 record the presence of

24 Counci | menber Curtis Jones, Jr.
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1 THE CLERK: Resol ution

2 No. 251034, a resolution

3 aut horizing the Commttee on

4 Fi nance to hold hearings on the

5 state of the econony for Bl ack

6 wonen i n Phil adel phi a.

7 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

8 RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you

9 so very nmuch. Before we call the

10 first panel we have to testify on

11 Resol uti on No. 251034, | wanted to

12 take this opportunity, one, to

13 thank ny teamfor all of their hard

14 work on this hearing. | wanted to

15 congratul ate Thailee Farnmer, who is

16 a graduate of the North Carolina

17 A&T State University on chairing

18 her first hearing. So let's give

19 Thai |l ee a round of appl ause.

20 (Appl ause. )

21 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

22 RI CHARDSON: And | wanted to

23 recogni ze a few special guests who

24 are here wth us today. Each and
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every one of you are special in
your own right and | appreciate
your presence and for each of you
bei ng here and for the work that
you all have done with us behind
the scenes for this hearing, but we
do have the Chair of our

Phi | adel phi a Del egati on for our
Pennsyl vani a House of
Representatives, State

Representati ve Morgan Cephas is

here --

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: -- representing the

192nd Legislative District but also
t he Phil adel phi a Del egation. W
are anticipating the arrival of
State Representative Darisha Parker
who | spoke with yesterday as well.
Frankie Darcell fromWAS is with
us today. Please stand, Frankie.

( Appl ause.)
COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
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Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




Conmi ttee on Fi nance

1 RI CHARDSON: Thank you for your

2 commtnent to Black wonen in

3 Phi | adel phia. W certainly

4 appreci ate your presence today.

5 And al so, Andrea Lawful - Sanders, A
6 Lawful Truth. Can you pl ease

7 stand?

8 ( Appl ause.)

9 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

10 RICHARDSON: | really appreciate
11 your presence today. | thank you
12 for being here and for all you do
13 to pour into Black wonen in

14 Phi | adel phia. And our Deputy

15 Commi ssi oner of the Phil adel phia
16 Police Departnment is with us today,
17 Deputy Conm ssi oner Massey.

18 ( Appl ause.)

19 COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE

20 RI CHARDSON: M ghty Massey, as

21 Counci | menber Bass is saying. And
22 to the entire Center 1968, |ed by
23 Jasm ne Sessons and all the

24 fellows. If you all could just
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1 pl ease stand from Center 1968.

2 ( Appl ause.)

3 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

4 RI CHARDSON: And if you're here

5 representing one of our African

6 Ameri can wonen organi zations, if

7 you coul d please stand. All the

8 community groups, thank you all so

9 much.

10 ( Appl ause.)

11 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

12 RI CHARDSON: | see the National

13 Coalition of 100 Bl ack Wnmen, Inc.,

14 NCBW and al so ny dear Soror Josie

15 fromZeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc.,

16 and all of the nenbers of the

17 sororities who are here, we

18 appreci ate each and every one of

19 you. But we know that nmany

20 Phi | adel phi ans are struggling

21 financially now, and we heard that

22 in the hearing that was held on

23 affordability wi th Council nenber

24 Thomas and their commttee
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1 yest er day.

2 But for Bl ack wonen, the

3 pressure to navigate this

4 I ncredi bly chal | engi ng econom ¢

5 envi ronnent can be even greater.

6 And so, many of us are supporting

7 our househol ds, raising children

8 and show ng up for our |oved ones

9 and our communities, all while

10 confronting persistent and

11 hi storical inequities.

12 According to recent data

13 fromthe U S. Bureau of Labor

14 Statistics, nationw de Bl ack wonen

15 | ost 319,000 jobs in the public and

16 private sectors between February

17 and July of 2025, the only fenale

18 denographic group to see

19 significant job | osses during this

20 period. A VHYY anal ysis of 2023

21 U.S. Census data al so showed t hat

22 t he gender pay gap persists in the

23 City of Philadel phia across every

24 race and ethnic group, wth Bl ack
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1 wonen ear ni ng $0. 64 and Hi spanic

2 wonen earni ng $0.57 for every

3 dol l ar earned by a Wiite nal e.

4 Addi tional ly, 69% of

5 Bl ack wonen are the primary earners
6 for their famlies per the Center

7 for Anmerican Progress. And |

8 shared that yesterday at Counci

9 Presi dent Johnson's Mot her's Day

10 Lunch. W held an initial hearing
11 on this inportant topic in March

12 where we heard from econom sts and
13 subject matter experts, including
14 t hee Joann Bell from Bl ack Wnen's
15 Leadership Council, who were able
16 to speak to sone of this alarmng
17 data that we've received.

18 So |I''mdeeply grateful
19 for the data, for their expertise
20 and the insight that was shared
21 during the first hearing. But data
22 al one does not tell the story. And
23 so, that's why today we are hosting
24 Part 2, as prom sed, to focus on

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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the Iived experiences of wonen
directly inpacted by the current
econom c¢ climate and the chal |l enges
facing famlies and communities
across the city of Phil adel phi a.

Bl ack wonen are anobng
t he nost educated and engaged
groups in this country. Yet far
too many of us continue to face
econom c challenges. So today is
about creating space for Bl ack
wonen to speak directly about those
chal | enges and the realities that
we are navigating every single day
so we can fully understand what we
are facing and better support one
anot her during this tinme of
econom c instability.

| do want to recognize
that many of the wonmen here nost
| npacted by today's topic, and nany
of the wonen overall who are
| npacted by this topic are not able
to be with us. And why aren't they

888-893-3767
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able to be with us? Because they
are working, they are caregiving,
t hey are managi ng ot her
responsibilities.

And so, it's not |ost on
me and on the nenbers of this
commttee that the very people
experiencing the real economc
pressure often don't have the tine
or the flexibility to cone to Gty
Hal | and to participate in these
forums and to share their stories,
even though they want to. And so,
to those wonen who are unable to
join us today, please know that we
see you, we hear you and that this
hearing is being held with you in
mnd to hopefully identify
solutions that lead to better
out comes for Bl ack wonen, for our
famlies and communities across the
City of Philadelphia. So I'm
| ooking forward to this hearing and

| want to thank each and every one

888-893-3767
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of you again for being here.

Very qui ckly, we have
cards that have been shared. W're
going to do sonething a little
different today to nmake this
hearing a little nore interactive.
And so, you have received cards
that may say on one side soneone |
know and on the other side, ne too.
And if you don't have a card, you
can pick up one at the table that's
by the entrance to ny left at the
table to ny left.

And so, we will listen
to today's testinony, and you may
hear an experience or a challenge
that may resonate with you or
refl ect an experience of soneone
you may know. And so, if that's
t he case, when you hear, you can
hold up the card that says soneone
| know or nme too, neaning this
happened to you as well.

And so, with that, we're

888-893-3767
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going to get started. [|'d like to
recogni ze any nenbers of the
commttee for remarks.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Jones and then
Dr. Ahnad.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you, Madam Chair. And thank you
for convening this worthwhile and,
quite frankly, historic conmttee
and listening to what wonen face in
t he Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a
and t hroughout the nation. Today |
offer not just as a Councilman in
the 4th District, but as the
InterimChair of the Pennsylvania
Human Rel ati ons Conm ssion, sone of
the things that wll be discussed
today are not just travesties, but
they're crinmes. And when it
happens in the workpl ace,

di scrimnation, we want to address
it wth the Pennsyl vani a Human

Rel ati ons Conm ssi on.

888-893-3767

Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




14
Conmi ttee on Fi nance

1 And often, a |ot of
2 times, conpanies, entities don't
3 even know that they are having this
4 negative inpact on a nmajor part of
5 their workforce, there is a thing
6 call ed disparate inpact. So you
7 may not intentionally want to have
8 a pay differential in your
9 organi zation. But when you do, you
10 need to address it and you need to
11 take corrective actions.
12 And so, |'m | ooking
13 forward to hearing the testinony
14 today and wearing two hats, one
15 fromny District but also one from
16 t he Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a.
17 Thank you.
18 COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
19 RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
20 very much, Council man Jones.
21 The Chair now recogni zes
22 Vi ce-Chair Bass and then Dr. Ahnad.
23 COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
24 Thank you, Madam Chair.
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| just really wanted to
wel cone everyone here to have this
very inportant conversation. As
sonmeone who's been a conti nuous
fighter for African Anerican
devel opnent and busi ness here in
the Cty of Philadel phia, the state
of our econony really does tell a
very stark tale right now The
nost troubling part of it all is
t hat what we're tal ki ng about
really hasn't changed.

| see Ms. Bell over
t here and who's been here operating
in the Gty of Philadel phia. And
for those of us who have been here
for a nonent, we all know t hat
we' ve been fighting, working,
I nvesting, doing all the things
that we need to do, that we should
do really, to help bring our
communities forward in a
significant way. And it just has

not happened and it's extrenely

888-893-3767
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frustrating.
But | amreally

heartened that the conversation

conti nues and that we wll continue

this fight to make the progress
that we not only want to see but
really deserve to see as the
backbone of the Gty of

Phi | adel phia, the Black wonen are
t he backbone of the City of

Phi | adel phi a.

And so, |I'mexcited
about the testinony that we're
going to hear. Sone of it I'll be
able to hear in person, but | know
some of it I'lIl have to | eave at
sone point during this hearing, but
certainly we'll work with Madam
Chair to follow up so that we can
keep our foot on the gas on this
| sSsue.

Thank you, Madam Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON: Thank you so nuch,

888-893-3767
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Vi ce- Chair Bass.

And | wanted to just
recogni ze that we know there's the
unveiling of the Dr. Constance
Cl ayt on School Board Educati onal

Center today. W did not schedul e

this to conflict with that, and |'m

just hunbly sorry that we all
aren't able to be there as a result
of this hearing, and | know t hat
many of you wll have to | eave out
as a result of that.

But | just wanted to
hol d space for Dr. Constance
Cl ayton, our first Black wonan
Superi ntendent, the best to ever do
it inthe Cty of Philadel phia.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: The Chair now
recogni zes Dr. Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMVAD:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

It is such a pleasure to

888-893-3767
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be here today. And | thank you for
your | eadership in bringing these

I ssues to the forefront. This is

t he second hearing, and | was
particularly interested in the | ast
hearing in how the city can support
Bl ack entrepreneurs and snal

busi ness owners. And as

| egi sl ators, we have an inportant
role in creating pathways for Bl ack
wonen to devel op generati onal

weal th for thensel ves and their
famli es.

We have to al so be very
creative in how we nmake sure we're
addressing these disparities. |
passed Bill 250849, and this
| egi sl ati on provi ded was for making
sure that enpl oyers gave reasonabl e
accommodati ons for those
experienci ng nenopause,
peri menopause or nenstruation.

This | egislation benefits all

Phi | adel phi ans who are goi ng

888-893-3767
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t hrough these bi ol ogi cal processes,
and it al so addresses raci al

di screpanci es experienced by Bl ack
Wormen.

This bill al so nmade sure
t hose asking for accommobdati ons
were not discrimnated agai nst,
which is why it's inportant to have
the Chair of the Pennsyl vania Human
Rel ati ons Conm ssi on here because
that's where the conpl aint would go
I f sonebody asked for
accomodati ons and they did not get
it, right.

So there was a study of
wonen's health across the nation
sone tine ago, and that
I nvestigation | ooked into the
Il nequity in nenopause in what is
happeni ng, and found that Bl ack
wonen reach nenopause earlier than
White, Chinese and Japanese wonen.
They al so experience certain

menopausal synptons |i ke hot

888-893-3767
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fl ashes nmuch earlier than others.

So when we have a
wor kpl ace accomodati on, we al so
need to have our enpl oyers
understand the differences in who
their enpl oyees are and what
they're experiencing. So it's
really critical that we understand
that if you don't accommopdate us in
t he workplace, if you don't have a
friendly space where we can be our
best selves and in nenopause, that
Is the tinme frane when wonen are at
their best. That is when they have
achi eved, they have | earned and
they're in | eadership.

That is when we want to
make sure that our workpl aces
accommodat e and gi ve support so
that you can be at your best selves
and drive the econony. So it's
really inportant we make that
connection, that we as wonen and,

particularly Black wonen who are

888-893-3767
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experiencing slightly different
ways of the sane issues, get
recogni zed, you know, in a real
manner, so it's not sonething that
you j ust hear about in a study, but
it's put into action in our city.
As was sai d, Black wonen
are the base of what is happening
I n Phil adel phia. They're driving
our econony. And so, we nust nake
sure our workplaces reflect that.
So | amso excited to hear what you
have to say. And again, sorry, but
we m ght have to | eave so | have ny
teamwatching this. So we'll go
t hrough the entire set of
testinonies to see what we can do
collectively to nake sure the
wor kpl ace acconmobdat es you, and you
have your path to econom c success
and buil di ng your generational
wealth within your famlies and
across the board.

So thank you so nuch,

888-893-3767
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Madam Chai r.

COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you so nuch,

Dr. Ahnad.

The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | menmber Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Good
nor ni ng, everybody, and wel cone to
Cty Hall. | just want to take a
nmonment to comrend all of the Bl ack
wonen on City Council,

Counci | menber Bass is here, but
especially our Chair. Can we give
Madam Chair a round of appl ause?

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Thi s
Is a very inportant issue. And
when | think about the idea of nons
getting the job done, this is ny
col | eague who coi ned that phrase
and is always a great exanple of
Bl ack wonen juggling a | ot of
things. | think it's |ike dancing

on a rope in high heels or

888-893-3767
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1 sonething |ike that.

2 So thank you all for

3 bei ng here, Madam Chair. Thank you

4 for your |eadershinp.

5 COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE

6 RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you

7 so nmuch, Council nenber Thonmas.

8 Counci | menber Thomas did a bl end of

9 former Counci | menber Bl ondel |

10 Reynol ds Brown and our sl ogan

11 Wal ki ng on a tightrope backwards

12 wi th high heels on, blindfolded and

13 trying to get it right.

14 ( Appl ause.)

15 COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: |

16 can't even say it right.

17 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

18 RI CHARDSON: Ckay. So seeing no

19 further nmenbers of the conmttee

20 for remarks, | will now ask the

21 Clerk to call the first panel we

22 have to testify. And prior to

23 doing that, | just want to |evel

24 set. W do have another hearing
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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today. This is our crunch tine.
So we have a Rul es
Comm ttee hearing at 1: 00 p. m
today. And so, we'll need an
opportunity to turn the room
around. And so, we would ask
everyone to please, if you can,
abbrevi ate your testinony, if
possible. Try to stick to tw to
three mnutes so we have tine for
questions so that we have the
opportunity to prepare for our
Rul es Commttee hearing with
| nportant zoning bills across the
City of Phil adel phi a.
kay. Cerk, wll you
pl ease call the first panel we have
to testify on Resolution 251034.
THE CLERK: The
Honor abl e Morgan Cephas, 192nd
Legi slative District, Chair of the
Phi | adel phi a Del egati on.
(Wtness approached

W tness table.)
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COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you so nuch,
Representati ve Morgan Cephas.

Wl cone back to your fornmer hone in

Phi | adel phia Gty Council chanbers.

Pl ease state your nane for the
record and proceed with your
testi nony.

STATE REPRESENTATI VE
CEPHAS: Thank you so much. | am
Pennsyl vani a State Representative
Mor gan Cephas, representing the
192nd Legislative District. And |
wi || be as quick as possible
regardl ess of how long it takes.
So good norning, Majority Leader
Ri chardson and nenbers of the
commttee. M nane is State
Represent ati ve Morgan Cephas and
"' m happy to be here wth you
today. Thank you for convening
t hi s much- needed conversation as
part of your continued conm t nment

to addressing a real-life concern
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| npacti ng so many of our
constituents across the City of
Phi | adel phi a and t hroughout the
Commonweal t h.

"' m especially grateful
to be here because |I'm proud to be
a partner in this work as State
Representative of the 192nd
Legi slative District, as Chair of
t he Phil adel phi a House Del egati on,
Co- Chair of the Pennsylvania Bl ack
Mat er nal Heal th Caucus, anong many
other roles as a Black wonman here
in the Gty of Philadel phia.

| want to start by
saying clearly, Black wonen are not
failing the econony. The econony
is failing Bl ack wonen, as noted
during the first hearing. Wen
Bl ack wonen are | osing jobs,
under pai d, pushed out of industries
or forced to absorb increasing
economc instability, it signals

deeper instability within the

888-893-3767
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1 econony itself.
2 In my observation, the
3 econom c justice we speak of is
4 | nseparabl e fromreproductive
5 justice, housing, healthcare,
6 transportation, child care and
7 denocracy as a whole. These issues
8 are deeply interconnected. And
9 when we address the barriers facing
10 Bl ack wonen, we create sol utions
11 that strengthen famlies,
12 communi ties and systens for
13 everyone.
14 There is a policy
15 framework titled Bl ack Wnen Best,
16 whi ch i s an approach arguing that
17 Intentionally centering the
18 econom ¢ and soci al well-being of
19 Bl ack wonmen, who are often nost
20 | npacted by systemc inequity, wll
21 create a nore stronger equitable
22 econony for everyone. It pivots
23 fromtraditional economc nodels to
24 directly address historical
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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system ¢ raci sm and sexi sm which
shows up as a doubl e financial gap
in the short termand |ong term
There is a racial gap, a
raci al wealth gap and a gender
weal th gap. Coined by Janelle
Jones in 2019, the Black Wnen Best
Framewor k contends that if Bl ack
wonen thrive, the econony benefits
everyone. Mowving fromthe prem se
that fixing the group that is
di sproportionately inpacted by
every policy decision, funding,
| nvestnent, resource shift, it wll
sol ve systemm de fl aws.
I n essence, bringing
Bl ack wonen fromthe nmargins to the
center of policy discussions wll
benefit the entire econony. The
data makes that clear. According
to the National Partnership for
Wnen and Fam |ies, 81% of Bl ack
not hers in Pennsyl vani a are

breadwi nners for their famli es.
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In 2025, Black wonen's
enpl oynent rate fell by 1.4%
percentage points to 55.7% one of
t he sharpest one-year declines in
the last 25 years. Black wonen
al so continue to carry a
di sproportionate burden of student
| oan debt. Wonen hold nearly
two-thirds of the nation's
collective $1.7 trillion in student
| oan debt, and Bl ack wonen hold
nore student debt than any other
denogr aphi ¢ group, averaging nearly
38,000 in federal undergraduate
| oans one year after conpleting a
Bachel or' s degree.

Pennsyl vania currently
ranks 22nd in the nation for
student debt burden, with nore than
$66 billion owed across
approximately 1.8 mllion borrowers
statewi de here in the Commonweal th
of Pennsylvania. The disparities

conti nue when we | ook at poverty
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and health outcones in
Pennsyl vani a.

12. 6% of wonen over the
age of 18 experience poverty. But
for Black wonen, that nunber
I ncreases to 22.8% According to a
2025 report fromthe National
Wnen's Law Center, nore than 20%
of Black wonen in Pennsylvania |ive
I n poverty, while nore than
one-third of femal e-l1ed Bl ack
househol ds experi ence poverty.

And in naternal health,
non- Hi spani ¢ Bl ack wonen in
Pennsyl vani a conti nue to experience
pregnancy-associ ated nortality at
twce the rate of their Wite
counterparts. At the sane tine,

Bl ack wonmen remain

di sproportionately uninsured and
under supported wi thin our
heal t hcare system wth

approxi mately 8% of Bl ack wonen

ages 19 to 64 |l acking health
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| nsurance coverage between 2017 and
2021.

In communities across
our city and across Pennsyl vani a,
we are al ready seei ng what happens
when systens are either supported
or neglected in realtine. Take
transportation, for exanple. The
ongoi ng fight to fully fund and
stabilize mass transit systens |ike
SEPTA i s not sinply about buses and
trains. It's about whether working
not hers can have reliability to get
to their jobs, child care, nedical
appoi ntnents and other daily
necessities. |It's about whether
working famlies, including many
essential transit workers
t hensel ves, can maintain economc
stability. Wthout reliable
transportation infrastructure,
wor kf orce partici pation becones
condi tional .

W see simlar realities
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when it cones to child care.
According to the Econom c Policy
Institute, child care costs in
Pennsyl vani a now exceed the cost of
public college tuition in many
cases. For many Bl ack wonen and
working famlies, child care is not
just expensive. It's one of the
primary barriers to remaining in
the workforce altogether. But we
al so know that policy solutions can
wor Kk when they are intentionally
designed to neet people's real
need.

When we are exploring
policies, we have to be intentional
about addressing Bl ack wonen's
assets, expenditures and where they
show up in this econony, whether
that be in the public sector,
private sector or as an
entrepreneur. To ensure Bl ack
wonen thrive, we nust focus our

pol i ci es based on where they show
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up.
Here are sone policies
we' ve seen work. The Phil adel phi a
Joi nt Bank, which is a guaranteed
I ncone pil ot program has
denonstrated the inpact of direct,
unrestricted econonm c support for
not hers during pregnancy and
post partum peri ods, which is an
automatic stabilizer. Early
I ndi cators fromthe program showed
many famlies using these resources
to stabilize housing, pay for food,
cover transportation costs and
reduce financial stress wthin the
househol d. These investnents did
not create dependency. They
created stability, which is
sonet hing we shoul d continue to
consi der.
There is recent policy
getting renewed attention, and that
I s baby bonds, which are publicly

f unded i ncone- dependent trust
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1 accounts created for children at

2 birth, designed to grow until

3 adul thood, to close the raci al

4 weal th gap. These funds provide

5 startup capital for wealth-

6 generating assets |ike higher

7 educati on, honeownership or

8 entrepreneurship, effectively

9 breaki ng i ntergenerati onal poverty.
10 I n the Pennsyl vani a

11 General Assenbly, we have al ready
12 begun advanci ng policies that

13 recogni ze these realities. Just

14 | ast nonth, the House advanced paid
15 | eave | egislation rooted in

16 under st andi ng that workers shoul d
17 not have to choose between their

18 i ncome, their health and caring for
19 their famlies. W also passed an
20 enpl oyer child care tax credit,
21 ai mred at hel pi ng busi nesses support
22 working famlies while recogni zing
23 child care as a central economc
24 I nfrastructure, the Wrking
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Pennsyl vania Tax Credit, chanpi oned

by Speaker Joanna Mcd inton, which
Is a new state-|evel earned incone
tax credit providing $193 mllion
inrelief to nearly 940, 000

wor kers, the student |oan interest
deduction, which allows for student
| oan i nterest paynents to be

deducted on state tax returns.

Pennsyl vania is actively

reducing its corporate net incone

tax rate from9.99%to 4.99% by

2031 through a schedul ed annual 0.5

percent age point drop. W' ve also
provided $20 million to small,

di sadvant aged busi nesses, cut

busi ness wait tinmes from eight
weeks to two weeks. We've created
a Smal | Business First fund, which
provi des | owincone |oans to snal
busi nesses under 100 enpl oyees.

Additionally, in the

General Assenbly we passed policies

targeting professions where Bl ack
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wonmen show up. For exanple, the
Pennsyl vani a Student Teacher
Support Program offers $10, 000
stipends for the 2026-2027 academ c
year to eligible student teachers
aimng to alleviate financi al
burdens. There is the G ow PA
Schol arship Grant Program which is
up to $5,000. The PA Nurse
Short age Assi stance Program which
provides tuition assistance and
| oan repaynent and potenti al
student loan relief up to $7, 500.
Lastly, in April 2026 we
are providing one-tine $450
retention and recruitnment bonuses
to eligible Pennsylvania child care
staff funded by |ast year's budget.
Each i ndustry, Black wonen are
present. | know we are an eds,
meds and beds city, but we have to
rei magi ne what ot her hi gh-wage
I ndustries we can attract so we can

truly build pathways out of
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1 poverty.

2 For exanple, at the

3 Community Col | ege of Phil adel phi a

4 we created a programw th Googl e,

5 which is a six-week certificate

6 programin various industries that

7 create jobs here in our region,

8 where the starting salary is

9 $75,000 a year. Additionally, we

10 are becomng a destination at the

11 Navy Yard with the maritine

12 I ndustry, which is a vital gl obal

13 sector we shoul d take advant age of

14 gi ving the pathways into creates.

15 These exanpl es show t hat

16 when policy and i nvestnent and

17 programmng is aligned with the

18 | i ved experience of working

19 famlies, particularly Black wonen,

20 we can create systens that support

21 sustainability, nobility and | ong-

22 termopportunity. For far too

23 | ong, our communities have not only

24 acknow edged but praised the
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strength of resilience of Black
wonen. But policy nust nove beyond
resilience | anguage.

Bl ack wonmen shoul d not
have to survive systens that were
never designed with themin m nd.
We cannot continue aski ng Bl ack
wonen to hold comunities together
whi | e si nul taneously denying them
I nvestnent, rest, fair wages and
opportunity. So the question
before us nowis: How do we
continue to invest, support and
create opportunities for Black
wonen, not sinply to survive but to
truly thrive.

So | want to close with
three next steps: First, align
econom c policy with care
i nffrastructure. W nust treat
child care, paid | eave, naternal
heal th and transportati on not as
optional social supports, but as

core economc infrastructure.
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1 Wt hout these systens in place,

2 wonen cannot fully participate in

3 the workforce, famlies cannot

4 stabilize and communities cannot

5 thrive.

6 Second, invest directly

7 in Black wonen's econom c nobility.

8 We nust scal e what we al ready know

9 wor ks. That includes building on

10 guar ant eed i ncone nodel s |ike

11 Philly Joy Bank, homeownership

12 prograns, strengthening wage equity

13 enf orcenent, expandi ng debt relief

14 pat hways that increase, decrease

15 their tax burden, not restrict, but

16 again create additional economc

17 mobi ity and opportunity.

18 Third, we nust enbed

19 accountability across systens, not

20 just programs. W nust align state

21 and city investnents with the |ived

22 experiences and realities of Black

23 wonen breadw nners. |f Black wonen

24 are the primary econom c support in
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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nost househol ds, then every policy,
every investnent decision rel ated
to transportation, housing, child
care, |labor and heal thcare nust be
designed with that reality at the
center, not as an afterthought, but
as a baseline for consideration.
Now, the question is whether our
policy response will finally match
t he scal e of what we know to be
true. Thank you so nuch.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON: Thank you, thank you,
t hank you to our State Rep Mrgan
Cephas, the Chair of our
Phi | adel phi a Del egation. W thank
you not only for your testinony but
| eaving us with action steps. And
| was taking copious notes as you
were speaking, but I wll just ask
nmy teamfor a witten copy of your
testinony so that we can certainly

follow up on the three next steps
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that you stated around aligning
econom ¢ policy and ensuring that
we are supporting economc

I nfrastructure and investing in

Bl ack wonen's economc nobility and
the continued work that we all have
to do together.

So we thank you for the
wor k that you have done, for being
a nodel for tal king about Bl ack
mat er nal heal th bef ore anybody was
tal ki ng about Black maternal health
and for centering that work in the
State House. We appreciate
everything that you are doing and
we | ook forward to continuing to
work with you on | egislative policy
solutions together. So thank you
very, very nuch.

Any questions for this
W t ness?

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Driscoll.

COUNCI LVAN DRI SCOLL:
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Thank you, Madam Chair.

No questions. | just
want to thank you, Chairwonan.
You're a |l eader not only on the
| ssues you tal ked about today, but
on so many other ones in
Harri sburg. Now that you're in the
majority, so | just want to say for
the record keep up the great work.

( Appl ause.)

STATE REPRESENTATI VE
CEPHAS: | appreciate you. Thank
you.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. The Chair
now recogni zes Dr. Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:

Just to say that | really thank you
for the work you did to make sure
that there was Medicaid

rei mbursenent for doulas. W talked
about it many, nany years ago and
you brought this to fruition, so

that's critical, right. And now, |
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t hank you. And Vi ce- President
Kamal a Harri s when she was Senat or
really put out a whole plan for
addressing all of this and you've
taken parts of it, and | think we
need to continue doing that. That
was a conprehensive plan to address
that. So | thank you so very nuch
for making sure that happened in
Pennsyl vani a.

STATE REPRESENTATI VE
CEPHAS: Absolutely. | want to
t hank you all for the work that you
all are doing. Know that a nunber
of us are watching your hearings,
see what you are introducing here
| ocal |y because we firmy believe
that we do not have to reinvent the
wheel , particularly around your
| ssue with nenopause, perinenopause
and ensuring that workpl ace
accommodations are a real thing
W t h busi nesses i n Phil adel phi a,

particularly across the
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Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a as
wel | .

Because agai n, when we
are goi ng through those
experiences, that is, when we are
I n our career, prine tinme in our
career, making the nbst noney and
you see different areas of
di scrim nation pushing ol der wonen
out of the workforce because of
t hose experiences. So | just want
to say thank you all for what you
all are doing as well.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
so nuch, Dr. Ahnad.

Seei ng no further
questions for this wtness and for
this panel, will the Cerk please
call the next panel to testify.

THE CLERK: Jasm ne

Sessons, President of the 1968

888-893-3767
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1 Col I ecti ve.

2 (Wtness approached

3 W tness table.)

4 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

5 RI CHARDSON: Thank you all so nuch

6 for being here. And I'll ask the

7 Cl erk as Jasm ne approaches the

8 Wi tness table to please alert the

9 next panel so that they are ready.

10 THE CLERK: And then

11 Andrea Lawful Sanders.

12 (Wtnesses approached

13 W tness table.)

14 COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE

15 RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Pl ease

16 state your nane for the record and

17 proceed with your testinony.

18 M5. SESSOVE: My nane is

19 Jasm ne Sessons, and | amthe

20 Presi dent of Center 1968. Chair

21 and nmenbers of Council, thank you

22 for the opportunity to testify

23 today. As stated, ny nane is

24 Jasm ne Sessons, and | work every
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1 day with Bl ack wonen who are

2 bui | di ng busi nesses, creating jobs

3 and anchori ng nei ghborhoods across

4 Phi | adel phi a.

5 I'"'m here to tal k about

6 Bl ack wonen entrepreneurs because |

7 feel uniquely qualified as | run a

8 busi ness Firm 1968, and it's not

9 really a niche group Bl ack wonen

10 entrepreneurs, but it's a core

11 engine of the city's econony.

12 Bl ack wonen are starting businesses

13 at some of the fastest rates in the

14 country and Phil adel phia is no

15 excepti on.

16 W are opening

17 storefronts, |aunching consulting

18 firms, building tech ventures and

19 sustai ning fam | y-owned

20 enterprises. Yet in spite of this

21 grow h, Bl ack wonen-owned

22 busi nesses consi stently generate

23 | ess revenue and have | ess access

24 to capital than al nost any ot her
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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1 segnent of entrepreneurs. |If there
2 Is a Black wonman entrepreneur in

3 here, I'msure they could back ne
4 up on that.

5 We carry the

6 responsi bility of being primry

7 breadw nners and comunity anchors,
8 but we are doing it with fewer

9 resources and thinner safety nets.
10 Nati onal data shows that over a

11 recent five-year period, Black

12 wonen- owned busi nesses grew at

13 roughly twice the rate of wonen-

14 owned busi nesses overall. At the
15 sane tinme, the average Bl ack wonan-
16 owned firmbrings in only a

17 fraction of the revenue of the

18 aver age wonan- owned busi ness.

19 So if a woman- owned
20 business I'Il give you a stat that
21 | just read. If a woman-owned
22 busi ness nmakes $142, 900, a Bl ack
23 woman- owned busi ness nakes $24, 000.
24 That is how big the gap is. It is
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serious and it is sonething that we
cannot ignore. But that gap is not
about effort or talent, because
quite frankly we are nmagical, as
you all know. That gap is about
structural barriers to capital
contracts and networks.

Bl ack wonmen founders are
far nore likely to self-fund their
ventures, to deny traditional |oans
and to face higher interest rates
when they are inproved. And |ess
than 1% of all venture capital in
this country reaches wonen of
col or, including Black wonen.

If you haven't seen it,
there's a woman on | nstagram
She's a Bl ack woman and she is
foundi ng a brand. And every day,
she posts a story beggi ng Mackenzi e
Scott to give her $1 million so
that she can fund 1000 Bl ack wonen
business. So it is that serious

that we are going to the streets,
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1 we are going to Instagram and any

2 ot her social nedia to be funded

3 | i ke our White counterparts.

4 You can see this effort

5 really clearly here in

6 Phi | adel phia. W have a really

7 vi brant ecosystem of Bl ack wonen-

8 owned busi nesses. W have

9 restaurants, boutiques, well ness

10 spaces, creative agenci es,

11 pr of essi onal services and so nuch

12 nore. Entire platforns and

13 directories have energed just to

14 make these busi nesses visible.

15 Comruni ty- based

16 organi zations |i ke Shout Qut to Mom

17 Your Business, the National

18 Coalition of 100 Bl ack Wnen,

19 Center 1968, and | can go on and go

20 on and go on, have sprung up

21 because the need is just so great

22 for Black wonen entrepreneurs.

23 They are hel ping Bl ack and Brown

24 wonen founders find capital, build
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capacity and connect to investors
and nent ors.

But these efforts are
operating with limted resources
and they are trying to fill gaps
t hat policy and system have created
over a decade. | w Il skip through
because Representative Cephas was
so eloquent in the stats, and
you've heard them So | do want to
urge Council that you guys have the
power to change the story.

First, you can require
that small busi nesses and
contracting data be di saggregated
by race and by gender together.

That way, we can really identify
what Bl ack wonen are doing within
our city. Right now they're just
| unped. We cannot fix what we
refuse to see.

Second, you can set
clear public targets for contracts,

grants and procurenent dollars

888-893-3767

Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




51
Conmi ttee on Fi nance

1 going specifically to Bl ack wonen-
2 owned busi nesses. Now, | know t hat
3 IS not popular in this environnent.
4 | know we are noonwal ki ng as

5 qui ckly as we can from Bl ack and

6 Brown and wonen and everyt hi ng

7 el se. But | urge you, the econony
8 needs to acknow edge us. They need
9 to see our color and our gender.

10 Third, you can

11 stream ine certification and vendor
12 onboardi ng so that very small Bl ack
13 wonen-owned firns can realistically
14 get certified in our city and bid
15 for work in the city. Fourth, you
16 can invest directly in the

17 ecosystemthat al ready exists,

18 partner with organi zations that are
19 trusted by Bl ack wonen
20 entrepreneurs and seed a dedi cated
21 Bl ack wonen's entrepreneur fund
22 that blends | owinterest capital
23 grants and techni cal assistance.
24 Shout -out to Jamar Sessons for that
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1 bul | et point.

2 Pair that with the

3 requirements for prime contractors

4 on large city projects to identify

5 and subcontract with Bl ack wonen-

6 owned firnms, and to report those

7 rel ati onshi ps publicly and proudly.

8 Right now | feel |ike we're hiding.

9 We don't want to say that we are

10 partnering wth Bl ack wonen.

11 So today | urge you to

12 see Bl ack wonen entrepreneurs

13 clearly, to neasure our access and

14 our outcones, and to design

15 policies that matches our anbition

16 and our contributions. If we

17 renove the barriers in front of

18 Bl ack wonmen busi ness owners in

19 Phi | adel phia, we will unlock a

20 power ful engi ne for shared

21 prosperity across the city.

22 But | also want to thank

23 you, Councilworman G | nore

24 Ri chardson. You have al ways been
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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on the front lines for Black wonen
consistently. So | thank you for
having ne. And that is all | have.
Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you,
t hank you, thank you to Jasm ne
Sessons and the 1968 Col | ecti ve.
Thank you for your work to center
Bl ack wonen in the Gty of
Phi | adel phia, and not just with the
1968 Col | ective, but the work
you' ve done all throughout our city
with a variety of organizations,
but including She Can Wn. [|'m
going to add that one on the
record.

M5. SESSOVS:  Shout - out
to She Can Wn.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Shout-out to She Can
Wn. Thank you very, very nuch. W

truly appreciate your presence here

888-893-3767
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1 today. And | want to say for the
2 record we are working with the

3 Bar bara Jordan Fell ows of the 1968
4 Col l ective to produce a

5 conprehensive report as a result,
6 not only of this hearing, but Part
7 1 and Part 2 of the hearings. So
8 t hank you very nuch.

9 Any questions for this
10 W t ness?

11 The Chair recogni zes
12 Dr. Ahnad.

13 COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:

14 Good norning. Thank you so nuch
15 for your testinony. A quick

16 guestion related. She nentioned
17 it, She Can Wn. Simlar to this
18 busi ness arena, Black wonen and
19 wonen of color entering the
20 political space have simlar
21 burdens in terns of fundraising.
22 And so, that's |like a small
23 busi ness, you're doing a startup.
24 And | just wanted to
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know what your thoughts were on how
t hose parallel because we can't be
| egi sl ators unl ess we can get
funded to run for these offices?
So that's the nunber one question.
And nunber two, | just
wanted to i nformyou what you said
about m cro busi nesses becom ng
smal | busi nesses, we just are
I ntroducing a resolution to hold a
hearing on that. Wat are the
barriers to doing that, that's
going to be introduced tonorrow and
we'll let you know when the actual
hearing happens to really talk
about that mcro businesses are the
bi g busi nesses of tonorrow. And
so, how are we creating a pat hway
for that. So that's just a point
of information for you. So if you
woul d address that first question.
MBS. SESSOVES:
Counci | wman Ahmad, |'m a wonman of

a certain age and ny nenory ain't
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1 what it used to be. Repeat that

2 first question.

3 COUNCI LWOVMAN AHMAD:  So
4 the first was about the parall el

5 I ssue of Black wonen and wonen of

6 color running for office and how

7 the i nvestnent space is the sane.

8 So that's what | wanted you to kind
9 of reflect on because you have

10 expertise in that.

11 M5. SESSOVE: Yeah. No,
12 t hank you for that question. Black
13 wonen generally have a nuch harder
14 time fundraising for their

15 political canpaigns. |If | can --
16 these aren't ny readers, but we

17 have Counci |l woman Bass,

18 Counci | wman G | nore Ri chardson,

19 and we have Rep Cephas here
20 today -- oh, and Rep Parker. They
21 can tell you, and |I've had the
22 pl easure of working with just about
23 all of you on fundraising, they can
24 tell you how hard it is to
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1 fundr ai se.
2 And | want to be so very
3 clear, finances should never play a
4 part when there are qualified
5 candi dates ready to run, especially
6 Bl ack wonen candi dates. But let ne
7 tell you sonething, Council nenber.
8 You give Black wonen a nulti -
9 mllion dollar contract, you make
10 it alittle bit easier for us to
11 reach where our White counterparts
12 go, we'll invest in Black wonen
13 candi dates all day. W do --
14 ( Appl ause.)
15 M5. SESSOMS: W do a
16 lot with quite a little bit. You
17 heard that stat? $142,900 to our
18 White wonen counterparts, $24, 000
19 for Black ladies. And we will give
20 our last dollar to very qualified
21 Bl ack wonen candi dates. You give
22 us nore noney, you ain't gonna have
23 that issue. It's not a popul ar
24 answer, but it's ny answer.
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1 COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:

2 Well, that is a great answer

3 because weal t h- bui | di ng becones so

4 critical in how we make

5 I nvestnents. So thank you for

6 putting this in the public realm

7 M5. SESSOVS: It's ny

8 pl easur e.

9 COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD: W
10 needed to hear about this because
11 peopl e don't understand why people
12 can't conpete. It is an extrenely
13 uneven playing field. So thank
14 you.

15 Thank you, Madam Chair.
16 MS. SESSOMB: Kat hy, why
17 you let themgive ne this mc on
18 Bl ack | adi es.
19 COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
20 RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
21 so nmuch, Dr. Ahnad.
22 Any addi tional questions
23 for this witness? Dropping mcs,
24 okay.
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1 (No response.)

2 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

3 RI CHARDSON: Seei ng none, we thank
4 you, Jasm ne Sessons, in the 1968
5 Col I ective, so much for being here.
6 WIIl the derk please

7 call the next panel to testify.

8 We're going to start ranping it up
9 because we're down to about an hour
10 and three m nutes.

11 THE CLERK: The

12 Honor abl e Dari sha Parker, 198th

13 Legi slative District. Follow ng
14 her is Andrea Lawful - Sanders;

15 Nyesha Chapman, President, National
16 Coalition of 100 Bl ack Wnen;

17 Jenni fer Powel | - Fol ks, Nati onal

18 Coalition of 100 Bl ack Wnen; and
19 Ai ssia Richardson, Deputy Chief of
20 Staff, Senator Sharif Street.

21 (Wtnesses approached
22 W tness table.)

23 COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE

24 Rl CHARDSON: Thank you so nuch,
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Representative, for your presence
today. |'mso glad you were able
to join us. Please state your nane
for the record and proceed with
your testinony.

STATE REPRESENTATI VE
PARKER: Sure. Good norning. |I'm
State Representative Darisha Parker
of the 198th District, and it is an
honor to be here. But actually, a
sad occasion that we're here. But
t hank you for having ne. Good
nor ni ng, everybody. Thank you for
allowng ne to speak today. But
nore inportantly, thank you to
everyone who was telling their
stories.

We can't tal k about
nunbers and statistics by hearing
personal stories and how they are
af fected by workpl ace disparities,
wei ght gaps and a | ack of
representation in | eadership roles

and nore val uabl e t han
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spreadsheets. | want you to know
we hear you and | feel you. Black
wonen wor kers do not |ack work
ethics. W are not hel pless or
victins. W are hit hardest and
fastest during tines of economc
har dshi ps.

Now, we have anot her
obstacle to clinb: National
attacks on DElI stemm ng from our
own governnent during the recent
mass firings and layoffs in federal
governnent. 30% of Bl ack wonen
federal enployees lost their jobs
across the nation. That is
conpared to 8.1%for nmen. In
Phi | adel phi a, Bl ack wonen are
deeply represented in education,
heal th care, and nonprofit
organi zations. Any rollback in
federal funding or public investing
can cause Bl ack wonen to | ose their
job security or have trouble

obt ai ni ng | obs.
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1 DEI roll backs aren't

2 just talking points or identity

3 politics. It has long-term real-

4 | i fe consequences that keep us from

5 creating generational wealth for

6 our famlies. So when you attack a

7 Bl ack woman, that is attacking our

8 base of taxes and revenue that can

9 hel p this Commonweal th, this city

10 and this region. And today, |

11 stand not just as a representative,

12 but | ama Black nother, a wife, a

13 sister, and an aunt. But it's just

14 di sheartening that we have to have

15 t hese ki nds of conversati ons.

16 So I'mhere today to

17 support you, Councilwoman, and your

18 | eadership, and | thank you for

19 this. And I'mhere to say I'ma

20 part of the solution | ane because

21 we need to nmake sure that any wonman

22 that is going through this

23 di sparity by the egregi ousness of

24 what we called a governnent no
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1 | onger needs to know that they are
2 al one.

3 They need to know t hat

4 we are here and they need to know
5 that the support that they need,

6 tell us. But what | have found is
7 the pride that Bl ack wonen have.

8 They don't want to say the help

9 that really is desired. So |I'm

10 counting on the organi zation Center
11 1968. | am asking the nenbers of
12 the D9, |'m asking for wonen of

13 Bl ack Wbnen's Leadership, |I'm

14 asking for wonen of the Nati onal

15 Coalition Pennsylvania Chapter, |I'm
16 asking for those wonen who have

17 famly, who have friends, who are
18 in these trying tines to let us

19 know. W can only hel p and put
20 pressure on individuals if we are
21 hel ping. But | think they are
22 hurting in situations and we don't
23 know.
24 And al so, because of the
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1 egregi ousness that they were | et

2 go, now they're in the job market

3 and they're trying to get placenent
4 and they're having difficulties

5 there. So we need to nake sure

6 that we uplift these wonen, |et

7 t hem know we are here and we are

8 not goi ng anywhere. But we got to
9 put them back in a society to nake
10 sure that this no | onger happens
11 again.

12 And | know | got to keep
13 it non-political, but | got to say
14 It toy'all. W're encouraging

15 everybody, this is what happens

16 when you don't vote and when you
17 vote for crimnals. Because this
18 I s what happens and they' re doi ng
19 things to constantly, constantly
20 keep attacking the nost popul ar
21 voting base of this country, of
22 this region, of this lifetine.
23 Bl ack wonmen do too nuch
24 for all of us, for any of us, to
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make this happen to them And we
need to |l et them know we are not
going to tolerate this and neither
aml. And | amnot going to be
silent. | need those people to
understand it, that | amgoing to
continue to fight. | love ny
sisters and I'mgoing to be
fighting with themto the end.
Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you,
t hank you, Representative Darisha
Park --

STATE REPRESENTATI VE

PARKER: Be proud of nme. | didn't
cuss. | didn't cuss. | wanted to
but | --

COUNCI LWOVMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: She did well today.
She did well today.

STATE REPRESENTATI VE
PARKER: Al right. Al right.
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1 COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE

2 RI CHARDSON: W appreci ate you,

3 Represent ative Parker, not only for

4 you being here today, but for the

5 fight and for the work that you do

6 in Harrisburg. And I will tell you

7 | was so inpressed, Representative

8 Par ker was seeking to pass

9 | egislation in Harrisburg and she

10 made a day for each day. So

11 Tuesday was -- it was Menstrual

12 Monday, Tanpon Tuesday and it was

13 just so --

14 STATE REPRESENTATI VE

15 PARKER: Thank God for Tanpon

16 Thursday and Flow Friday. That's

17 right.

18 COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE

19 RI CHARDSON: It was so effective in

20 t he advocacy around the

21 | egi slation. And so, | just

22 appreciate and uplift the work that

23 you do and for always show ng up

24 for us and fighting on our behalf.
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179



67
Conmi ttee on Fi nance

1 So we appreciate the work. We'l|
2 continue to do it together. But

3 t hank you, thank you for being

4 here. Thank you.

5 Any questions for this
6 W t ness?

7 (No response.)

8 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

9 RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Seeing none

10 will the Cerk please call the next
11 panel .

12 THE CLERK: Andrea

13 Lawf ul - Sanders; Nyesha Chapnan,

14 Presi dent, National Coalition of
15 100 Bl ack Wonen; Jennifer Powel | -
16 Fol ks, National Coalition of 100
17 Bl ack Wbonen; Aissia Richardson,

18 Deputy Chief of Staff, Senator

19 Sharif Street.
20 (Wtnesses approached
21 W tness table.)
22 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
23 RI CHARDSON: Thank you all so nuch
24 for being here. You could state
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1 your nanes for the record and then
2 you proceed with your testinony.

3 MS. LAWFUL- SANDERS:

4 Good norning. M nane is Andrea

5 Lawf ul - Sanders. | ama nother, a
6 wi fe and an entrepreneur. | think
7 | only worked one year for

8 sonebody. | just couldn't do it.
9 And so, | started -- no, seriously
10 it's a situation. And so, |

11 started ny entrepreneurial journey
12 started because of the inequities
13 that | saw happening, particularly
14 to Bl ack boys.

15 And as a nother of two
16 young Bl ack nen, went and got

17 trai ned by the Departnent of

18 Justice in Mntgonery County, and
19 you're all about to | earn sonething
20 that you did not know until today.
21 | have been working with police
22 officers around the country for
23 decades. And it isn't just about
24 doing diversity, equity and
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1 training. It's about creating

2 narratives and decent

3 rel ati onships, not just with the

4 cops thensel ves, who are finding

5 t hensel ves conpleting the act of

6 sui ci de because of what they have

7 to deal with, but how t hey work

8 within the community and then we

9 change policy.

10 So the A Lawful Truth

11 podcast that you see is just an

12 aside. | love what | do because |
13 | ove tal king to people and creating
14 sol utions for what goes on. But

15 let me tell you how this business,
16 when it started, was on just -- |
17 have not borrowed a dinme from

18 anyone. Every single tine | wanted
19 to get sonething done, | saved the
20 noney. | made the noney instead of
21 spendi ng the noney on stuff. |
22 saved the noney so that | could go
23 buy the equi pnment, go buy the thing
24 that needs to be done, to get the
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pl ane fare, nmake sure | had the
village intact for my children, who
are now 30 and 34 years old so they
could get to where they are. The
pay inequities are obscene.

And so, | have to tell
you that -- | never advertised this
so this is the first tine you're
all hearing this. But it was nen
who woul d step up and say to ne,
Wiite nen in particular who woul d
say, you deserve to be paid better
t han what they're paying you, so
let's pay you well. [I'msorry |I'm
stepping on toes, but let's just
handle it. But it was other people
who said to ne, well, you know, can
you prove, did you do, are you able
to. And so, we have to get better
at this in all |evels, shape and
form

["mliterally sitting
here though because there's a

coupl e of things happening. |[|'ve
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spoken to so many wonen who have

| ost their jobs, who went to
school, got their PhDs, working for
the federal governnent or working
for other jobs, and all of a sudden
t hose jobs were no | onger there.

As an entrepreneur, |'m paying over
$1,000 a month for nmy health

| nsurance. But even nore distinct
Is that in Septenber of 2023, when
nmy daughter-in-law gave birth to
their third child, nmy son and her
third child, within a nonth she was
laid off, let ne tell you. And |
said this on ny radio show this
norning: For 19 nonths, ny
husband, ny ex-husband and nysel f
hel ped to carry themso that they
woul d not be out of their house so
that their nortgage wouldn't go
into foreclosure. The child care
was over $5,000 a nonth for the
twns alone. | need us to talk

about this and stop acting like
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1 it's sone one-off. |'m being

2 vul nerable in this space so that

3 you can under st and.

4 And so, all the noney ny

5 husband and | saved to nake sure

6 that we would be able to retire and

7 be okay, may the Lord rest and

8 bl ess because it went to ny

9 children. And so, when we show up

10 and we're here for the work,

11 pl ease, pl ease, please don't

12 guestion who we are or what val ue

13 we bring to the table.

14 It is inportant that you

15 understand that we are here. W've

16 been doing the work. W' ve been

17 carrying all kinds of people and we

18 have carried nediocrity for far too

19 |l ong, only to be told that we're --

20 | see the signs going up, I'm

21 sorry. Only to be told we're not

22 qualified to do what we do.

23 And so, we're tired, do

24 you hear ne. | had to shut down
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1 for eight weeks because the

2 cortisol levels in ny blood was so
3 hi gh and ny bl ood pressure was

4 200/ 100- and- sonet hing. | al nost

5 died trying to get you all to

6 under stand what is necessary. So

7 the tinme has | ong since passed for
8 us to talk about it and not have --
9 Morgan Cephas, | said to her, how
10 can | get 100 or 200 Bl ack wonen to
11 give you $20 a nonth for two,

12 three, four years before you even
13 start to run for sonething. Wy do
14 we wait? The m sogynistic

15 behaviors towards us is

16 unconsci onable. W need to be

17 supported and strengt hened by our
18 partners, and that's not happening
19 in alarmng rates.
20 So | did not intend to
21 testify today. But after watching
22 all of what was going on and you
23 | ook at nme and you say, oh, she's
24 out here doing her thing, | have
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not borrowed a dinme froma bank,
built nmy credit on nothing | ess
t han Jesus, hope and pricel essness.
| don't know how | did it right to
get where we needed to get. And on
top of that, have been nentoring
young Bl ack wonen in their 20s and
30s and 40s for decades quietly,
and opening doors for themthat
woul dn't ot herw se be open for
t hem

So let's also tal k about
the fact that we get into position
and then we forget the people that
are comng right behind us or
beside us. And that's all | want
to say today. Thank you for giving
nme the space. | think this is
probably the second tinme |'ve
talked to Gty Council. 1'm not
showing up, y'all. [|'mwatching
you online, but I'mjust not
com ng.

And Counci | nenber
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Driscoll, | had to ask who you
were. |'mso glad to see you.
|'ve heard your nane, but this is
nmy first time seeing you. Nice to
nmeet you, sir. Al right, I'm
done.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you, thank you,
t hank you, Andrea Lawful - Sanders.
|"'mso glad that you were able to
make the hearing today, and just
want to uplift and appreciate your
mentorship to Bl ack wonen
t hroughout the years. That's how |
first cane to really know you, and
just thank you for how you've
poured into so many of us over the
years. And we appreciate your work
on A Lawful Truth. And we're
al ways listening and tuning in, so
we appreciate that work. Thank
you --

M5. LAWFUL- SANDERS:
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1 You' re wel cone.

2 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

3 RI CHARDSON: -- for being a part of

4 t his today.

5 Any qui ck questions for

6 this wtness?

7 COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:

8 Yes. Thank you so nuch for that

9 passi onate testinony. W needed to

10 hear that. | wanted to just pick

11 out on sonething you said, what is

12 cal | ed weat hering, the inpact of

13 all the stress and strain that it

14 has on your physiology. It is

15 real. That costs us sonething,

16 because your health care becones a

17 probl em and you don't have

18 I nsurance and it gets even worse.

19 So | just want to

20 underscore that when we are tal king

21 about all this, there's a real

22 physi ol ogi cal inpact on your bodies

23 that are maki ng you even nore

24 vul nerable. So we need to add that
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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to the econom c conversation, that
you cannot forget that that
variable is going to make |ife even
harder. So we need our

pol i cymakers and everybody to
understand every tine there's a
barrier in your path, your

weat heri ng goes up, which neans
your physiology is inpacted. So

t hank you for nentioning that. |
just wanted to make a point of

t hat .

Thank you, Madam Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
so much, Dr. Ahmad. And thank you
again.

W will proceed with the
additional w tnesses. And what
we'll need to do, because we have
50 minutes to hear from 30
W t nesses, so we're going to ask
everybody to do a 90-second

abbrevi ated versi on of your

888-893-3767
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testinony, if possible. W wanted
to do longer. But because we are
in crunch tinmne with budget, this is
the only tine that we can have
hearings. Okay.

And so, we have to have
a Rules Commttee hearing shortly
after this hearing. So please
abbrevi ate your testinony. W wll
keep our questions and comments to
a mnimmand we'll just say thank
you so that we can get in as many
W t nesses as possi bl e, because we
need this for the record for the
report that's being produced.
kay. Thank you so rnuch.

Pl ease proceed with your
testinony. State your nanme for the
record. Thank you, Madam
Presi dent.

M5. CHAPMAN:  Good
nor ni ng, Counci |l woman G | nore
Ri chardson, Council wonman Bass,

Counci | wman Landau just wal ked
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away, and Counci |l menber Driscoll.
So ny nane i s Nyesha Chapman, and |
speak today as the President of the
Nati onal Coalition of 100 Bl ack
Wnen, Pennsyl vani a Chapter. W
are an organi zation with a 40-year
| egacy of advocating on social,
political and econom c enpower nent
of Black wonen and girls in the
city and the Commonwealt h.

We cone here before you
t oday, not to oppose taxation, but
to understand that a functioning
city requires revenue. W cone
today to nane a truth that the data
confirnms and that our community
feels every single day when policy
changes | and, but do not | and
equally. So I've already provided
witten testinony so | won't go
t hrough the witten testinony. But
what | wll do is just go through
the ask of the National Coalition

of 100 Bl ack wonen and to take
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specific actions of City Council.

One of them being create
a BIRT mcro business relief fund.
We ask that Gty Council establish
a targeted relief fund for mcro
busi nesses, those earni ng under
$50, 000 i n gross annual revenue,
wWith priority outreach and
eligibility for businesses owned by
Bl ack wonen. The 38.5 mllion
allocated in last year's budget for
busi ness support is a start.

We need to ensure that
noney reaches the busi nesses that
need it the nost and not the ones
W th accountants and | awers who
know how to find it. W also ask
that you direct the Commerce
Departnent to conduct targeted
I n-communi ty outreach, free tax
prep assi stance and accounti ng
mat chi ng assi st, but awareness in
Bl ack business communities is

uneven at best.
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1 We ask that the Conmerce

2 Departnment be directed to partner

3 wi th Bl ack-|ed chanbers, faith

4 i nstitutions and community

5 organi zati ons, organi zations |ike

6 ours to ensure that every eligible

7 smal | busi ness owner knows what

8 hel p is avail abl e and how to access

9 It before the April filing

10 deadl i ne.

11 And third, we ask that a

12 conm ssion of disparities study

13 focus specifically on Bl ack wonen

14 busi ness owners. You cannot solve

15 what you have not neasured.

16 Phi | adel phia has not -- that's --

17 |"msorry, has not disaggregated

18 Its econonmic data in ways that make

19 Bl ack wonmen busi nesses' realities

20 vi si bl e.

21 We're asking for a study

22 that | ooks specifically at revenue

23 gaps, capital access barriers,

24 contracting disparities and tax
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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1 burden inpact as they affect Bl ack
2 wonen- owned businesses in the city.
3 What gets neasured gets addressed.
4 And in closing today, the wonen we
5 represent, the hair sal on owners,
6 t he hone health ai des who | aunch
7 their own agencies, the caterers,
8 the child care providers, the
9 t herapi sts, the consultants, they
10 are the backbone of Phil adel phia's
11 nei ghbor hood econom es. They
12 survived the pandemc. They are
13 surviving inflation and we're al so
14 asking that you help ensure they
15 survive this too.
16 As the President of the
17 National Coalition, our nenbers
18 stand ready to work with the
19 Counci |, the Commerce Depart nent
20 and the Revenue Departnent to
21 ensure that econom c enpowernent is
22 not a talking point, it is a policy
23 outcone. And |I'mnot a Bl ack
24 busi ness owner, but | do want to
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179



83
Conmi ttee on Fi nance

1 say that we support all Black wonen
2 busi ness owners. And it's one of

3 the things of our advocacy

4 priorities, is that we increase

5 entrepreneurship for Black wonen,

6 and we ask that the Council

7 continue to support this effort.

8 ( Appl ause.)

9 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

10 RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
11 so nmuch, Madam Presi dent, and thank
12 you for the work of the Coalition.
13 Pl ease state your nane
14 for the record and proceed with

15 your testinony.

16 M5. POWELL- FOLKS: Thank
17 you, Madam Chair. | amonly here
18 I n support of ny President, she was
19 very clear -- I"'msorry. M nane
20 Is Jennifer Powell-Folks and | am a
21 Bl ack woman, and | am here in
22 support of ny President, but also
23 t he nunber of organizations by
24 which | also ama part of.
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1 I"'mhere to testify

2 about the displacenent,

3 mar gi nal i zati on and attenpted

4 destruction and spirit of the

5 fortitude of wonen and girls of

6 color, nost especially Black wonen

7 and Bl ack wonmen entrepreneurs

8 nati onw de, and nore to the point,

9 this region. It is with great

10 sadness that | amhere today to

11 give wtness to all that | have

12 seen, heard and experienced about

13 how we are treated not just by

14 corporations, institutions,

15 communi ties, but by the governnent

16 itself, the federal governnent.

17 It is a | ongstandi ng

18 fact that wonen of col or,

19 especially Black wonen, are the

20 nost educat ed, experienced, skilled

21 and seasoned in so many industries

22 and functioning of our country. |

23 wll also yield to the statistics

24 al ready stated, so we'll not repeat
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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them But today | am here to say
that | ampart of a nunber of
i1 lustrious organizations, great
organi zati ons, standing on the
shoul ders of so nmany wonen of
color, here to highlight and
testify, including the Coalition of
Cul tural Conpetence, the National
Coalition of 100 Bl ack Wnen, Bl ack
Wnen's Leadership Council, the
Frankford Nei ghbor hood Advi sory
Council, the great and historic
210-year-ol d Canpbell African
Met hodi st Church, and finally the
organi zation | founded 25 years
ago, the Frankford Coalition of
Nei ghbors, which was founded due to
t he changi ng denographi cs and
stigmati zation of folks of color in
the Frankford comunity.

Inny lifetinme, | have
found nyself the only woman of
color in so many boardr oons,

busi ness foruns, at a PDAC and even
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1 I n educational settings. It's a

2 travesty that we are ones who hold

3 up so many organi zati ons throughout

4 the nation to ensure their success

5 and prosperity, but are deterred

6 and blatantly not allowed, and to

7 be frank, purposefully

8 di senfranchi sed from asserting the

9 fruits of our | abor.

10 Today, | wish to thank

11 Counci | wman Kat herine G | nore

12 Ri chardson and this commttee for

13 giving us the opportunity to put on

14 the record the outright dismantling

15 of our famlies, our schools, where

16 we find sisterhood, nentorship, a

17 way of earning an incone, resulting

18 in Black wonen and girls who bear

19 the brunt of any and every

20 destruction and discrimnation of

21 our nation.

22 Today we find oursel ves

23 with the highest maternal norbidity

24 rate. | wll skip all those
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1 because those are highlights. But

2 | do want to say that it's a tine

3 and tinme again we find oursel ves

4 term nated and fired, |eading that

5 unenpl oynent rate, which conpletely

6 di smantl es our ability to build

7 weal t h.

8 | could go on here

9 saying that these needs should be

10 coordi nated and -- these things

11 that are coordi nated and targeted

12 nmovenents to change these outcones

13 elimnate the attenpts to qui et our

14 voi ce, dimnish our girls, their

15 sel f-esteem and their educati onal

16 opportunities. Black wonen have

17 borne the world's pain and

18 suf fering.

19 Wnen are responsible

20 for the literal birth of this

21 nation, and it continues its

22 exi stence regardl ess of what our

23 nation's federal governnent tries

24 to tell you. And as long as |I and
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so many of ny sisters in this room
live, there is no nountain high or
wi de enough to keep us fromrising
and rising again to change these
statistics. Thank you so nuch.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
so nuch for your service to the
community and for your work with
the Coalition and all the
organi zati ons you represent. Thank
you very much for being here. And
t hank you, Madam Presi dent.

Any questions for this
panel ?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Seei ng none, we w ||
now call the next panel. Thank
you.

THE CLERK: Anber
Harris, Pennsylvani a Human

Rel ati ons Conm ssi on, Phil adel phia
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1 O fice; Lucinda Hudson, Parkside

2 Association; Carla H I, GPS Career
3 and Busi ness Strategies; A ee Cook
4 and Chel sea Cox.

5 (Wtnesses approached

6 W tness table.)

7 COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE

8 RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Pl ease approach
9 the witness table. You can state
10 your nanes for the record and

11 proceed with your testinony.

12 | just wanted to notate
13 for the record we did call Aissia
14 Ri chardson, Deputy Chief of Staff
15 for Senator Sharif Street, and al so
16 Regi na Hai rston, President and CEO
17 of African Anerican Chanber of

18 Conmrer ce.

19 Pl ease state your nane
20 for the record and proceed with
21 your testinony, Madam Chair of
22 Public Policy.
23 M5. HARRI S: Good
24 norni ng, good norning, Majority
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Leader Katherine Gl nore R chardson
and the additional nenbers of
Council. M nane is Anber J.E
Harris, and | serve as the Regi onal
Director of the Philadel phia Ofice
of the Pennsyl vania Human Rel ati ons
Comm ssion. For those that are
unaware, we are the Commonweal th's
civil rights enforcenent agency
charged with enforcing
discrimnation laws in the
Comonweal t h.

We began with remarks
fromour Chair, Council nmenber
Jones, who acknow edged that nmany
of the practices that we are
di scussing today are not only
harnful, but in many instances they
are also illegal. It's inportant
to nane that clearly because too
often these experiences are
m ni mal i zed, normalized or treated
as isolated incidents rather than

systemati c chal | enges.
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1 But nore inportantly, |
2 join y'all today as a Bl ack wonman
3 who has spent years navigating and
4 serving within systens that too
5 often expect Black wonen to carry
6 extraordi nary burdens with limted
7 support. One thing | believe we
8 must acknow edge is that many Bl ack
9 wonen i n Phil adel phia are doi ng
10 everything right and we are still
11 struggling to achi eve econom c
12 stability.
13 We are educated, we are
14 wor ki ng, we are |eadi ng househol ds,
15 or gani zati ons, nonprofits and
16 communi ties, and yet many Bl ack
17 wonen are still navigating wage
18 I nequities, rising housing costs,
19 child care chall enges, burnout,
20 student | oan debt and workpl aces
21 where we often feel underval ued
22 despite being overly relied upon.
23 In both nmy professional
24 and community work, | have seen how
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econom c inability inpacts every
part of a person's life:

enpl oynent, housi ng,
transportation, caregiving
responsibilities and access to
opportunity. Al of these things
are connected. If we truly want
econom c stability for Black wonen
I n Phil adel phia, then we nust
create systens that recogni ze the
full scope of what Bl ack wonen
contribute to the city, while
renovi ng unnecessary barriers to
advancenent and stability. And we
must nove beyond synbolic inclusion
and nove towards structural

I nvest nent .

That neans investing in
| eader shi p pi pelines and nentorship
opportunities for Black wonen and
girls. It nmeans expandi ng access
to affordable child care and
wor kf orce supports -- |I'm w appi ng

it up. It means ensuring equitable
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procurenent opportunities for Bl ack
wonmen busi ness owners. |t neans
strengt heni ng wor kpl ace protections
and accountability neasures. And
It nmeans creating pathways to
econom c nobility that are
sust ai nabl e and not just tenporary.
It al so neans acknow edgi ng t hat
many wonen are not just struggling
financially, they are struggling
adm ni stratively, navigating
systens that are fragnented,
difficult to access and often not
designed wth working famlies in

m nd.

Bl ack wonmen aren't
asking you for charity. Wat we're
asking you for are systens designed
to recogni ze our value, invest in
our | eadership and support our
| ong-term econom ¢ security. Thank
you for the opportunity to testify

t hi s norni ng.

( Appl ause.)

888-893-3767

Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




Conmi ttee on Fi nance

94

© 00 N oo o A~ W N B

N N NN P B R R R R R R R R
W N P O © 0 N O O M W N B O

24

COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
so nmuch for your testinony, and
t hank you for being here and for
all the work you do. W request
t hat each individual here to
testify today please, if you have
not done so already, subnmt a
written copy of your testinony.
Because believe it or not, | do go

back and read all of the testinony

and | rewatch the hearings as well.

So thank you very, very nuch for
bei ng here and for the next steps

and the action itens.

Al right. Please state

your nanme for the record and
proceed with your testinony.

M5. HILL: To the
honor abl e nenbers of the Commttee
on Finance, ny nane is Carla H II.
"' ma | ong-term Phil adel phi a

resident who retired fromthe Cty

of Philadel phia in |ate 2024, after
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35 years of nunicipal |eadership.
My tenure allowed ne to see the
full breadth of our city's
wor kforce, as | had the privilege
of serving as a Portfolio Manager
for Central HR, providing strategic
staffing services to a collection
of city agencies and | eadi ng
cityw de performance excell ence
training.

| also served as the HR
Manager for several key
departnents, including Public
Heal t h, Behavi oral Health, and
Intell ectual Disability Services,
Fl eet Managenent, before ultinmately
retiring as a Deputy Director for
Pl anni ng and Devel opnent. | | oved
working for the city because there
IS not an occupation that does not
exist wthinit. However,
t hr oughout those decades, |
observed a consi stent tragedy.

90% of career exits are
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1 not due to a lack of skill, but a

2 | ack of alignnment. Today | serve

3 as the co-founder and Chi ef

4 Navi gation O ficer of GPS Career

5 and Business Strategies. M

6 mssion is to chanpion a nmulti-

7 pronged econom ¢ approach that

8 bal ances the needs of our youth

9 W th the support required by all

10 Bl ack wonen, whether they are in

11 the trade, service industries or

12 prof essional roles.

13 My perspective is

14 I nformed by ny current |eadership

15 I n professional organizations,

16 where | serve educati onal

17 conmmttees and vol unteer ny

18 expertise to support workforce

19 devel opnent in high-denand

20 I ndustries. First, we nust engage

21 students nuch earlier than we

22 currently do. W need a curricul um

23 designed to cultivate student

24 | ear ni ng based on their unique
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I ndi vi dual desi gn.

Through ny | eadership in
t hese professional associations, |
advocate | ong-term w apar ound
support that begins in the
classroom We cannot wait until a
wonman i s already facing econonic
instability to offer alife raft.
We nust provi de specialized
resources and assessnent tools
while she is still a student to
i dentify her specific design.

This allows us to pivot
I ndi vidual s into existing vacancies
t hrough intentional retraining,
especially in high-growth sectors
| i ke construction, Al quantum
conputing and clinical research,
where we nust build intentional
pat hways to wonen to enter
techni cal and | eadership roles.

Second, we nust address
the two-way players of our econony:

Bl ack wonen who nust play offense
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1 in their careers while playing

2 def ense agai nst econom c hurdl es

3 and famly responsibilities

4 simul taneously. Qur talent is

5 I ncreasi ngly | ooking outside the

6 United States because they | ack the
7 successi on planni ng and peer

8 nment or ship necessary to thrive

9 her e.

10 Whether it's a scientist
11 in alab, a technician in the

12 trades or a woman running a | ocal
13 restaurant, we are losing talent to
14 I nternational markets that offer

15 better bridges. To address these
16 chal | enges, we nust invest in a

17 foll owup nodel, cultivating first-
18 generati on busi nesses, supporting
19 nei ghbor hood restaurants wi th peer
20 mentors, and buil ding bridges of
21 enpl oyee separation that lead to
22 pi vots, not poverty.
23 | urge this commttee to
24 support policy that treats career
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pat hways across all denmand- hi gh

I ndustries as |ong-terminvestnent,
ensuring our youth and all our
wonen have a written career

bl ueprint and the specialized

know edge to thrive. Thank you for
your tinme and your conmmtnent to
this m ssion.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
so nmuch for your testinony. W
w il take the testinony of all the
W t nesses prior to asking for
guesti ons.

So pl ease state your
name for the record and proceed
W th your testinony.

M5. COOK: Right. Good
norning. | am A ee Cook, CEO and
founder of Done and Done, also
known as Chief "Get It Done"
Oficer. As a Black wonman and

smal | busi ness owner based in
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Phi | adel phia, | know firsthand what
it takes to build sonething from
t he ground up.

| got started as an
entrepreneur because | was laid
off. After searching for a year
and applying for jobs, even
positions | was overqualified for,
the rejection letters kept com ng.
So | decided to use ny own skills
of organi zation and structure and
created Done and Done. | ama
not her, one-nonth postpartum a
wi fe and a business owner. Bl ack
wonen show up every day, just |ike
nysel f, after just being up today
since 4 o'clock aam And just like
we showed up today in this room we
shoul d be seen.

Five years in, and |I'm

proud to say, we are still here,
still growng, still serving and
still getting it done. Thank you

for the opportunity to speak today,
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1 for not just us at Done and Done,

2 but for wonen in business | ooking

3 to thrive who are set back by

4 funding. W work the hardest, but

5 are the | east funded, and that

6 | eads ne to one of the biggest

7 chal | enges we face: Funding

8 Itself.

9 There are a | ot of

10 prograns out there that say they're

11 for small businesses. There's

12 noney out there. There are

13 opportunities. But when you read

14 the fine print, the requirenents

15 are not actually built for snal

16 busi nesses. They ask for five

17 years of audited financials. They

18 want you to have 10 full-tinme W2

19 enpl oyees. They want six-figure

20 revenue before they'll consider

21 you. That's not small business.

22 That's established business.

23 Real small busi nesses

24 are teans of one to five, we're
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1 boot strapping. W' re building

2 credit, we're wearing every hat,

3 and too often we're | ocked out of

4 the very funding that clains to

5 help us. That's why spaces |ike

6 this matter. That's why Done and

7 Done exists. W help founders get

8 operational ready, strong systens,

9 real adm n support. So when the

10 ri ght opportunities do cone, you're

11 not disqualified on a technicality.

12 Fi ve years ago, |

13 started this conpany with a | aptop

14 and a mssion. Today we're a

15 six-figure, 100% renote, serving

16 clients nationw de. W beat the

17 odds. Today we are testifying and

18 aski ng how can Phil adel phia help

19 smal | busi nesses, because we want

20 Phi | adel phia smal| busi nesses to

21 survive the systens that had -- we

22 want to -- sorry. W want

23 Phi | adel phia smal |l businesses to

24 survive. The systens have to neet
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1 us where we are.

2 ( Appl ause.)

3 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
4 RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
5 so nmuch for being here today. One
6 nont h post part unf?

7 M5. COOK: Yes, | am
8 COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE

9 RI CHARDSON: My goodness.

10 M5. COOK: |I'mtired,
11 y'all, but I showed up.

12 COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
13 RI CHARDSON: Thank you for being
14 here. But |I'mgoing to say take
15 good care of yourself. |'mgoing
16 to add that part in there. Ckay.
17 So pl ease take good care of

18 yoursel f and rest when necessary.
19 But we certainly appreciate you
20 being here. But | had to notate
21 that for the record.

22 M5. COOK: Thank you.
23 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
24 RI CHARDSON: Thank you agai n.
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1 Pl ease state your nanme for the

2 record and proceed with your

3 testi nony.

4 M5. COX: Good norning

5 to the honorabl e nenbers of the

6 Comm ttee on Finance. M nane is

7 Chel sea Cox, founder of C2

8 Consulting. M conpany |ives at

9 the intersection of data strategy,

10 civic engagenent and storytelling.

11 |'"'ma Black woman entrepreneur and

12 a not her building a business here

13 I n Phil adel phi a.

14 Before becomng a full-

15 time entrepreneur, | worked in

16 Corporate Anerica, earning over Six

17 figures a year, not including a

18 five-figure performance bonus. |

19 | eft because | did not feel fully

20 valued or fulfilled. | had ideas

21 t hat were bei ng used but not

22 properly conpensated. | had skills

23 t hat were grow ng but not being

24 devel oped and | had a vision I
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bel i eved coul d better serve ny
comunity and the clients directly.

But t hrough buil ding ny
busi ness, | have al so seen sone
real gaps. Philadel phia' s snall
busi ness support system has not
fully caught up to the way many
Bl ack wonen are buil ding busi nesses
today. | amnot a traditional
storefront business. | ama
servi ce-based, digital and largely
virtual business. | create val ue
t hrough strategy, data,
comuni cati ons, content and
consulting. But nmany grant
opportunities are still designed
around physi cal | ocations,
storefront inprovenents or nore
traditi onal business nodel s.

Cties |like Chicago have
created mcro business grants
nodel s that provide funding to
busi nesses |i ke C2 w thout

requiring to repay themlike a

888-893-3767
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1 | oan, and that | eaves out many.

2 And these types of organizations or

3 t hese types of opportunities

4 provide for many entrepreneurs who

5 are building |ean, innovative

6 busi nesses online from hone or

7 t hr ough prof essi onal services.

8 The | oss of the $100, 000

9 Bl RT exenption has al so added nore

10 burden to four small businesses,

11 freel ancers and sel f-enpl oyed

12 peopl e. And business

13 certifications, while inportant,

14 take away a | ot of tine and noney

15 to secure to renew them even when

16 we have access to the

17 opportunities.

18 Phi | adel phi a has an

19 opportunity to noderni ze how we

20 support small businesses, and that

21 means recogni zing digital service-

22 based and m cro busi nesses, not

23 just storefronts. Lastly, | would

24 ask Council to explore a formal way
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1 to eval uate how every econom c

2 devel opnent and finance policy

3 | npacts Bl ack wonen so we are not

4 at the forefront of the policy

5 conversation, but we are also at --

6 excuse me. | would -- lastly, |

7 woul d ask Council to explore a

8 formal way to eval uate how econonic

9 devel opnent and finance policies

10 | npact Bl ack wonen, so we are at

11 the forefront of the policy

12 conversation, not added in

13 deci si ons afterwards.

14 ( Appl ause.)

15 COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE

16 RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you

17 so nuch for being here and for

18 calling our attention to nore

19 non-traditional business nodels and

20 the work that we have to do froma

21 city perspective to support you

22 all. Thank you for your great

23 work. And I will say if you're not

24 foll owi ng Chel sea on social nedia,
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1 she's fantastic and fabul ous and

2 shares wonderful information,

3 easily digestible information for

4 the masses. So thank you very nuch

5 for your work.

6 COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:

7 Madam Chair --

8 COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE

9 RI CHARDSON: The Chair recognizes

10 Dr. Ahnmad.

11 COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:

12 Thank you. | just wanted to add

13 t hat everybody knows you're an

14 actorial.

15 M5. COX: Yes.

16 COUNCI LWOMAN AHVAD: |

17 don't know i f enough peopl e know,

18 because we would | ove to showcase

19 you to say what does that nean and

20 what did you do with that. And,

21 you know, those are wealth-building

22 career options. So thank you for

23 what you do. W appreciate you.

24 M5. COX: Thanks.
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COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: She's great. Thank
you. Thank you all for being here.

W will ask the Cerk to
pl ease call the next panel.

THE CLERK: Dani yah
Ri chardson, Barbara Jordan Fel | ow,
Christina Faith, founder and CEO of
G i ndhouse; Kinberly Nelson, 1001
Face; and Sherri Darden, Scoop USA
Medi a.

(Wtnesses approached
W tness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: And then if you coul d
just pre-alert the next panel so
that they are ready.

THE CLERK: Eboni
Zamani, Pearl's G rl Production;
Armani N ckens; and Darnette Arce,
Lower North Phil adel phia CDC.

COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. And you all can

be prepared to step to the witness
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t abl e next.

So pl ease state your
nane for the record and proceed
W th your testinony.

M5. RI CHARDSON: Hi.
Good norning. M nane is Daniyah
Ri chardson --

COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Can you pull the mc
up?

M5. RI CHARDSON: Yes.

COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Thank you. Al
right. Restate your nanme for the
record.

M5. RI CHARDSON:  Good
nmorning. M nane is Daniyah
Ri chardson. And for sone

background on ne, | ama Philly

native, born and raised. | grew up

in the Northeast section of
Phil adel phia. | went to Grls’
H gh for high school and then I

graduated from Penn State with a
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1 doubl e major in psychol ogy and

2 crimnology and a mnor in

3 soci ol ogy.

4 So one quick question |

5 really had was, do you guys know

6 what adultification bias is?

7 COUNCI LWOVMAN G LMORE

8 RI CHARDSON: | apol ogi ze. |

9 couldn't really hear what you said.

10 M5. RI CHARDSON:

11 Adul tification bias.

12 COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE

13 RI CHARDSON:  Adul tification bias?

14 M5. RI CHARDSON: Mm hnmm

15 in children. And if not, | just

16 wanted to give a personal statenent

17 on what it |ooked like for nme as a

18 child. So at 9 years old, | had to

19 wal k me and ny little brother to

20 school every day. My brother was 5

21 and I was 9. And every day wal ki ng

22 us to school and back, expected to

23 have us ready and in bed by

24 8:00 p.m, we had to eat, | had to
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1 clean us. W had to make sure we

2 wer e together every day for school.

3 And it is different

4 because since childhood, there are

5 many roles that are played on young

6 Black girls. W have to be adults,

7 but also still kind of be children.

8 W' re expected to be mature. And

9 that's sonething that | feel |ike

10 isn't really | ooked at. It's

11 sonething that we don't really

12 t hi nk about, that we have to first

13 | ook at the child before we | ook at

14 the adult.

15 So | ooking at the

16 experiences that a child goes

17 t hrough, a Bl ack child goes

18 t hrough, and expandi ng that onto

19 adul t hood, so nmaking sure,

20 especially when it cones to that

21 mental health, maki ng sure that

22 those resources are avail able for

23 them and starting those policies to

24 make it available for all Black
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children to have those resources,
so that in adulthood those barriers
that we are stuck with, they can be
limted as we continue to grow.
Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you very nuch
for being here and for your
testinony. Another Grls' Hi gh
girl-changer in the world. Wat's
your class nunber?

M5. RI CHARDSON:  264.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: 245. Thank you for
bei ng here.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and proceed with
your testinony.

M5. FAITH Hello. How
are you doing? M nane is
Christina Faith. Thank you to
Majority Leader G | nore Richardson

and nenbers of the Phil adel phi a

888-893-3767
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1 Gty Council. | amthe founder and

2 CEO of the Gindhouse, a

3 Phi | adel phi a- based producti on

4 conpany and event conpany. W

5 produce commercials, digital

6 series, docunentaries, narrative

7 features, corporate content and

8 live events with a teamof talented

9 creatives rooted here in the Gty

10 of Phi |l adel phi a.

11 |"mgrateful for this

12 opportunity at this hearing because

13 what you are exam ning today is not

14 abstract. It isny life. It is

15 the life of nearly every Bl ack

16 woman | know who dared to build

17 sonething on their own. The

18 reality for Black wonen

19 entrepreneurs is this: W are the

20 fastest-grow ng group of business

21 founders in the country, anong the

22 | east support ed.

23 | started the Gindhouse

24 because | had a vision, a skill and
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an unshakable drive. Wat | did
not have access to is capital
contracts in the roons in which the
deci sions are made. | have built
nmy network from scratch, proven ny
credibility twice over and operate
a fraction of the resources ny
counterparts take for granted.
This is not unique to ne.

Nati onal |y, Bl ack wonen-
owned busi nesses generate the
| owest average revenue of any
group, not because we | ack tal ent,
but because of the systemthat
fails us. Less than 1% of venture
capital goes to Bl ack wonen.
Bl ack- owned busi nesses are
consistently deni ed | oans at higher
rates than Wi te-owned busi nesses.
And here in Phil adel phia, despite
Bl ack residents maki ng up 40% of
t he popul ati on, Bl ack-owned
busi nesses represent a fraction of

enpl oyer firnms in this city.
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The gap is not a
coi ncidence. It is a conpounded
result of decades of exclusion from
banki ng contracts, networks and
institutional investnent. Wat |
am asking this Council to do is
sinple: Use your power to close
the gap. Specifically, | urge the
Council to prioritize three things:

First, expand access to
capital for Black wonen-owned
busi nesses. That neans pushing
nore city-backed | oan prograns,
grants, partnerships wth the CDFI
that are designed to reach us, not
prograns that require the kind of
exi sting infrastructure that
system ¢ excl usion has prevented us
from

Second, direct city
contracts to Bl ack wonen- owned
busi nesses. Third, invest in the
creative and cul tural econony of

Pennsyl vani a and Phi | adel phi a.
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Conpani es |i ke the Gindhouse are
not just producing content, we are
creating jobs, training young
peopl e and telling Phil adel phia
stories the way that the world has
never seen.

And since 2024, | have

contracted over 300 people. | ama

little bit different when it cones
to business. Qur revenue is over
$1 nmillion, which neans we're

m d-si zed, but we're immedi ately
pushed out of what's avail abl e
because it's consi dered m d-si ze,
right.

And so, one of the
things that I'masking is that you
reconsi der not using our revenue
but using our profits as the way
that you are doing how you are
provi ding | oans and grants and

access to capital. So | want to

t hank you all for this opportunity.

We are not asking for charity. W
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are asking for the conditions that
allow us to do what we are al ready
doi ng exceptionally and at scale in
this city. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
so much for your testinony. And
while you were testifying, | just |
had a few thoughts and |' mj ust
taking little notes. But |I'm
obviously the Chair of Council's
Commi ttee on Finance, so we have to
work with a nunber of financial and
banking institutions relative to
our payroll depository and sone of
the other work, so | think that's a
good opportunity as Chair of
Fi nance to figure out how we get
smal | wonen, small Bl ack wonen
busi ness owners in the roons wth
sonme of these institutions.

And so, that thought

process just cane to ny head
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because we're thinking about the
next Comm ttee on Finance heari ng,
which we'll have to have before the
end of the term in order to ensure
that we continue the payroll
deposits for the city. And so,
that's an opportunity. So |
appreciate the testinony that you
shared specifically because that'l|
hel p us on the back-end. W wll
have followup activities as a
result of this hearing.

M5. FAITH  Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Thank you.
Pl ease state your nane for the
record and proceed with your
t esti nony.

M5. NELSON: Good
nmorning. M nane is Kinberly
Nel son, and |'m here this norning
to testify on behalf of being a
Bl ack busi ness owner. After --

okay, I'msorry. After | had ny

888-893-3767
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1 daughter, | decided to open up a

2 busi ness -- start a business for ny

3 daught er because | needed to teach

4 her how to do math and how to be

5 able to communicate out in the

6 public as well as being a part of

7 the political party, being a

8 commttee woman as well to teach ny

9 daughter how to advocate. So now,

10 it's her spill.

11 What' s the nane of your

12 busi ness, Kennedy?

13 M5. K NELSON: My nane

14 I s Kennedy Nel son. So ny business

15 card is -- so ny business and sone

16 noney.

17 M5. NELSON: Ckay. Now,

18 nmy turn. So she sells graphic

19 T-shirts and children accessories

20 as well as jewelry. And | want to

21 make sure that Gty Council knows

22 that she's not only Black, she's a

23 femal e and she's disabled, to help

24 to create nore funding. M
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daughter is one of the youngest
youth entrepreneurs in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a, and she does pop-ups
around the city.

And | want to nmake sure
t hat she knows how to read,
literacy, math and how to
socialize. Those are the things
that they are | earning inside of
schools. And | decided that we're
going to start advocating nore to
make sure we have nore
accessibility inside of our city.
So | just want to nmake sure that
you guys hold sone fundi ng aside
for disabled children, Black
busi ness owners as well. Thank you
so nmuch. Have a bl essed day.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you and t hank
you, Kinberly, for being here. And
| et' s thank Kennedy. | |ove

Kennedy, y'all. G ve Kennedy a
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round of appl ause.

( Appl ause.)

M5. K. NELSON: Can |
say one thing please.

COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  You want to share one
thing. Go ahead, sweetheart.

M5. K. NELSON: Ol ose
your eyes please. M grandpa, ny
dad, so please go to him And ny
dad and grandpop. People of the
community, so ny grandpop, ny dad,
nmy grandpa. So see ny busi ness.
So ny nom and dad get nmarri ed.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. She's so
sweet. Thank you, Kennedy. W
appreci ate you being here,
sweet heart. Thank you, Kinberly,
so nmuch for being here.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and proceed with

your testinony.
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M5. DARDEN:. (Good
norning, Kathy. |'mgoing to ask
i f Andrea can sit here with ne
because she's speaking on behal f --
well, with nme if you can.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Yes. And then please
if you could just pull the mc up
so we can hear you for the
stenographer. Just state your nane
for the record and then proceed.

M5. DARDEN:. (Good
nmorning. M nane is Sherri Darden.
"' mthe owner and publisher of
Scoop USA Newspaper. And | asked
Andrea to sit behind ne because ny
di scussion is not just about news
and nme and Bl ack wonen. [It's about
Bl ack wonmen in nedia. And sone of
the things that we struggle through
that many people don't realize are
happeni ng.

| think that we all show

up and we show up bright and
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1 bubbly, and nobody knows what's

2 going on, on the inside or that

3 because our people show up to

4 represent and share our stories and

5 resources for us, no one realizes

6 what goes on in the back room And

7 I n those roons, the back roomthat

8 nobody knows exists, we have to

9 figure out how to publish, howto

10 pay, how to nmake sure our staff is

11 paid, howto carry the institution

12 so that then we can show up and do

13 what we do at no cost for other

14 people. | think that it is a very

15 unf ortunate and bad bal ance. And |

16 t hi nk that because we need to show

17 up, we often don't talk about it.

18 That is one of the bad things that

19 Bl ack wonen do. W carry the

20 wei ght and we don't talk.

21 As a Bl ack woman who

22 owns an entity that has been owned

23 for 57 years by a Black man prior

24 to, | often find it hard or
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1 di sheartening that | walk into a

2 room and sonmeone w ||l say they

3 support ne because of the Black man
4 who' s now been gone for 8 years or
5 10 years. They don't support

6 because we're needed. They don't

7 support because we have to be here
8 for our communities. They support
9 because a Bl ack man owned it.

10 | think that | find that
11 way too often people are in the

12 room and they don't recogni ze what
13 it is or who we are or what goes
14 I nto being the product that we put
15 out consistently. W consistently
16 wor k on behal f of our comunities
17 and it's not recognized. And I

18 think that it's just sonething that
19 | wanted to share, that we are
20 here. W are Black wonen in these
21 roons.
22 There are several tines
23 over the past four years Christnas
24 cones, | haven't been able to pay
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ny staff because the noney doesn't
nove. Can you i magine Chri stnas
Day you wake up and you have peopl e
that you haven't been able to pay
and they have kids? But at the
sane tine, the paper is out. The
work is done. |It's pristine. The
communities that we represent don't
know t he heartache that goes into
that. So it's very inportant that
| just share that.

| don't think that
anyone fromthe nedia ever shares
what we go through. I'mthe only
full owner and Kathy is the only
other full owner of a nedia entity.
Andrea now owns her own nedi a
entity. But | think that there are
struggl es that people woul d never
even i nmagi ne exi st.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Wel |, thank you, thank

you so nuch for being here today
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for the work that you do with the
Scoop. And | think it's incunbent
upon us to understand that we al so
have to support Black wonen in
medi a.

M5. DARDEN:. | think
that we have to save ourselves. |
t hi nk that Bl ack wonmen and wonen
w |l save ourselves. W have to
make that first step.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON: Recei ved. Thank you.
Thank you. Thank you so nmuch for
bei ng here.

WIIl the Oerk please
call the next panel.

THE CLERK: Eboni
Zamani, Pearl's G rl Productions;
Armani Ni ckens; Darnette Arce,
Lower North Phil adel phia CDC
Followng themw |l be Felicia
Shanken, Phil adel phia Wnen's
Net work Col | ection LLC, Danielle
McLane, Dianond Beauty Acadeny;
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1 Desarrie McDuffie, Philly Real

2 Estate Diva; and Alia Sutton-Bay, A

3 Sutton Bay LLC

4 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

5 RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Are any of

6 t hose wi tnesses present? Ckay.

7 Pl ease approach the witness table

8 and state your nane for the record,

9 and then you can proceed with your

10 testi nony.

11 (Wtnesses approached

12 W tness table.)

13 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

14 RI CHARDSON: | see two, so we will

15 call the next four as well. Call

16 t he next four.

17 M5. SHANKEN. Good

18 norning. Is it still norning?

19 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

20 RI CHARDSON:  Still norning.

21 M5. SHANKEN. Good

22 nor ni ng, Chairperson Ri chardson and

23 menbers of the coommittee. M nane

24 Is Felicia Shanken. [|'mthe
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founder and the CEO of the

Phi | adel phi a Wnen' s Net wor k
Connection, PWNC Foundati on and
PWNC Digital Futures. For years,
have worked cl osely with wonen
across Phil adel phia who are trying
to survive, rebuild and create
econom c stability for thensel ves
and their famlies.

What | see every single
day is that Black wonen are
carrying the weight of entire
househol ds, busi nesses, children,
agi ng parents and conmmuniti es,
while still being underpaid,
over | ooked and unfunded. WMany of
the wonen | serve are educat ed,
skill ed and hardworking. Yet they
are still living paycheck to
paycheck. Sone are forced to
choose between paying rent, child
care, transportation or investing
I n the businesses they are trying

desperately to build.
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1 QG hers are | eaving

2 corporate jobs because they are

3 burnt out, unsupported or stuck in
4 wor kpl aces where they are expected
5 to work twice as hard just to be

6 seen as equal. As a Black woman

7 entrepreneur nyself, | know

8 firsthand how difficult it is to

9 access capital, secure contracts,
10 apply for grants with thousands of
11 ot her busi nesses and scale a

12 busi ness w t hout generational

13 weal th or strong financial backing.
14 Bl ack wonen are one of
15 the fastest-grow ng groups of

16 entrepreneurs in this country and
17 have been for years. Yet we

18 continue to receive the snall est
19 per cent age of business funding and
20 I nvestnment. Wiy is that? | also
21 want to speak to the enotional and
22 mental toll this creates. So many
23 Bl ack wonen are operating in
24 survi val node every single day,
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I ncl udi ng nysel f.

We are expected to be
resilient while navigating
inflation, rising housing costs,
heal th care chal | enges, caregiving
responsi bilities and econom c
uncertainty. Resilience should not
be the requirenent for survival;
opportunities should be. W need
policies that create real access to
fundi ng, affordable child care,
equi t abl e wages, housing stability,
busi ness education, nmental health
support and pat hways to ownership
and wealth creation for Black wonen
and their famlies.

When Bl ack wonen ri se
economcally, famlies rise,
communities rise and Phil adel phi a
rises. Thank you for allow ng ny
voi ce and the voices of the wonen |
serve to be heard today. And al so,
| et us not forget about those wonen

that are 50 and over that are
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| eaving the corporate world or who
have | ost their jobs. Wat are we
going to do wth then? Were are
they going to go? Were are they
going to get the support? W need
to help them M nane is Felicia
Shanken. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
so nuch for your testinony and
notating that sort of 50 to 65
before you can officially retire,
but you still got to work. Yes,
received. Thank you so nuch.

M5. SHANKEN:. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Pl ease state your nane
for the record and proceed with
your testinony.

Ms. McDUFFIE:  Hello.
My nane is Desarrie McDuffie. Good
nor ni ng, everyone, and thank you

for the opportunity to participate
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i n the Bl ack Wonen in Econony
hearing. Again, ny nane is
Desarrie McDuffie. 1'ma

Phi | adel phia realtor with over 20
years of experience. And before
real estate, | spent over a decade
wor ki ng within social services.

Through both careers, |
have w tnessed firsthand the
econom ¢ burden Bl ack wonen
continue to carry in our
communities. Black wonen are often
doing everything right. W are
earni ng degrees, raising children,
caring for parents, building
busi nesses and working multiple
jobs, yet still struggling to
survive in an econony that grows
nore expensive by the day.

The nunbers tell the
story. The Bl ack honeownership
rate in Anerica is only about 44
percent, conpared to nearly 74

percent for Wite househol ds.
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1 Bl ack wonmen remai n one of the

2 fastest-grow ng groups of

3 honebuyers in this country. That

4 nmeans, despite the barriers, Black

5 wonen are still fighting to build

6 stability and generational wealth

7 for their famlies.

8 But the reality is

9 heartbreaking. | speak with

10 har dwor ki ng wonen every day who

11 have good jobs, pay their bills on

12 times and still cannot afford to

13 buy a home because housi ng costs,

14 inflation and interest rates have

15 pushed stability out of reach. |

16 al so hear from seni or wonen on

17 fixed i ncones who are choosing

18 bet ween rent, nedication, food and

19 utilities.

20 Supporting Bl ack wonen

21 economcally requires intentional

22 I nvest nent, affordabl e housing,

23 access to capital, caregiver

24 support, child care support,
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protections for seniors and real
pat hways to honeownershi p and
weal th creation. Because when
Bl ack wonen are financially stable,
famlies are stronger, conmunities
are safer and econom es grow. And
the Gty of Philadel phia cannot
continue calling itself the City of
Brotherly Love, while the sisters
hol ding the brothers and everyone
el se down are struggling just to
survive.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
so nmuch. You can just concl ude
your testinony. | know you were
trying to wap it up.

M5. McDUFFIE: |
concl uded ny testinony.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: (Ckay. Thank you. And
listen, I want to thank you so nuch

for being here and thank you for
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1 your work. Another great soci al

2 medi a presence in the real estate

3 i ndustry in Philadel phia. Thank

4 you, thank you, thank you.

5 Al right. Please state

6 your nanme for the record and

7 proceed with your testinony.

8 M5. SUTTON BEY: Good

9 norning. M nane is Alia Sutton-

10 Bey, and |I'mthe founder of Essence

11 of Uinma, a |eadership devel opnent

12 program for Bl ack wonen navi gating

13 spaces that were not created wth

14 us in mnd. Good norning,

15 Counci | wman G | nore Ri chardson,

16 menbers, and thank you for creating

17 t he space.

18 |'"ve seen firsthand the

19 | npact of being both Black and a

20 woman on access to sustainable

21 econom c nmobility. Even when we

22 are highly educated, deeply

23 experienced and carrying the weight

24 of organi zati ons on our back, our
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econom c nobility remains stifled.
One of the things that | want to
bring forward today is that we
cannot have a serious conversation
about econom c nobility of Bl ack
wonen w t hout al so tal ki ng about
what i s happening to Black wonen in
t he wor kpl ace.

And to be clear, | am
grateful to live in a city where we
see Bl ack wonen in visible
posi tions of | eadership and power.
That representation matters. But
the presence of highly visible
Bl ack wonen in | eadership does not
negate the realities that many
Bl ack wonen are still navigating
every single day in the workpl ace
across the city.

We cannot confuse optics
with outcone. | know what it feels
|i ke to be highly capable, deeply
commtted and still overl ooked for

advancenent whil e being expected to
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1 carry organi zati ons both

2 enotionally and operationally.

3 Econom c nobility is not just about

4 hel pi ng Bl ack wonen get jobs or

5 access to noney. It is also about

6 ensuring access to opportunity and

7 advancenents once in the workpl ace.

8 So ny ask today is that

9 the Gty of Philadel phia becone an

10 early adopter of the Wrkpl ace

11 Psychol ogi cal Safety Act, its

12 standards and practices wthin city

13 gover nnent and across wor kpl aces.

14 The Wor kpl ace Psychol ogi cal Safety

15 Act is not about ordinary workpl ace

16 conflict. The legislation is

17 designed to address severe,

18 repeat ed psychol ogi cal harm such as

19 bul | yi ng, intimdation,

20 hum liation, retaliation, sabotage

21 and abusi ve conduct that current

22 | aws often fail to cover.

23 Current discrimnation

24 | aws | eave major gaps. |If a Black
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wonman experiences sustai ned
wor kpl ace harm but cannot
explicitly prove discrimnation
tied to her protected class, nmany
har nful behaviors remain legally
actionabl e only through resignation
and internal HR practices, because
when Bl ack wonen can advance
t hrough support, retention,
pronoti on and equitabl e pay,
Phi | adel phi a advances. Thank you
for your tine.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
very much for your testinony. |
wanted to ask, and we'll make sure
the teamfollows up with you, if
you could work with us to review
sone of the laws that are on the
books that are enforced by the
Phi | adel phi a Human Rel ati ons
Comm ssi on around protected

cl asses.
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| know Dr. Ahnmad briefly
t al ked about that and touched on it
earlier in the hearing, but |I was
just taking a few quick notes on
your testinmony. |If you could just
followup with us, and we'l | kind
of go through that with you to see
If there's legislative opportunity
there as well. ay. Thank you.
Appr eci ate you bei ng here.

WIIl the Cerk please
call the next panel.

THE CLERK: Frankie
Darcell; Tonya D. Hinton-G een,
Magi cal Wi spers and Charm ng
Wshes LLC, Mercedes S. Bonill a,
Leverage Econom c Sol uti ons;
Marvetta Col eman; Delisa Roman,
Tyra Wight Johnson; Khanyi a
Johnson; and Mel ani e Serato Ranps.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. |If your nane
was cal |l ed, pl ease approach the

W t ness tabl e.
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(Wtnesses approached
W tness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you so much for
bei ng here. The Frankie Darcell
from WDAS here in Phil adel phi a.
Pl ease state your nane for the
record and then proceed with your
testi nony.

M5. DARCELL: My nane is
Franki e Darcell, WDAS Radio. | am
excited to be in this space. And
for as much as this panel is on the
chal | enges of Bl ack wonen, | woul d
choose to be nothing but a Bl ack
woman in this day and in this tine.
Al t hough | did not have prepared
statenents, | will say this to you:
The chal | enges that African
Ameri can wonen face on a regqular
basis in nedia, in business,
personal ly, socially, the stories
that | heard today are so

enpower i ng.
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1 | will say to each wonan
2 who has spoken in this room and

3 every other room though we have

4 tri pped, we've not fallen. Though
5 we may have been bent, we are not

6 broken. We are and al ways have

7 been extrenely resilient at the

8 causes before us. | wll say to

9 you as an eight-and-a-half-year

10 breast cancer survivor, where 1996
11 my not her was di agnosed, one of the
12 nost chal |l engi ng disparities in our
13 health care is maki ng sure that

14 research i s avail able on every

15 | evel , and we've cone an extrenely
16 | ong way.

17 25 years wwth the Sista
18 Strut, and I'"mproud to say that we
19 are now here in Phil adel phia on our
20 ninth year. Wen mammograns and
21 sel f-breast exam nations personally
22 are done, where we take
23 responsi bility and advocate for our
24 heal t h, the outcones are nuch
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better whether we're tal ki ng about
menopause or breast cancer or other
health care disparities. But in
this tinme when health care is one
of the greatest chall enges, we're
going to find that when other
communities get a cold, Black folk
get the flu. Health care and the
| ack of health care are killing
people within our community by
nmerely not being able to go to a
doctor. So when we tal k about
being able to show up in work, we
have to be physically fit to be
able to do so.

So | say to Bl ack wonen
In particular, we take care of
everybody el se, but to renenber as
well to take care of yourself.
"1l close with this as well as a
smal | business owner. First, to
each one, teach one. And with ny
t heat er production conpany that |'m

so proud of and I'mentering ny
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15th year, that for as much as the
fundi ng has 110% been nmy own, it
was two African Anerican wonen who
said, Frankie, what is it that we
can do. We neke it our business
first to do business with each
other. And for as nuch as there
has been a challenge to find
traditional funding to be able to
put to make a dollar out of $0. 15,
| funded it on ny own. Therefore,
| can make deci sions on ny own and
t hi ngs have turned out to be well.
But | can tell you sone
of the greatest chall enges, as we
tal k about doi ng busi ness and Bl ack
wonen in business, sone of the
great est chal |l enges have cone from
Bl ack wonmen. We cannot fix what we
don't acknow edge. So wth that, |
woul d only say that before | sign
any contract with anyone, |
specifically | ook to do business

with other African Anerican women,
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be it catering, makeup and
backst age costunmes or whatever the
case mght be. It is so inportant
to talk the talk and to wal k the
wal k.

"1l close with this: |
t hank you, Madam Chair, for being
the brilliant |ight you are. W
can have chal |l enges, but w thout a
forumlike this for others to be
able to be enpowered. My daughter,
who |'mso proud of, | walk this
wal k because | want to | eave her
better off than ny great-
grandnot her, ny nother left ne.

She graduated with her
Doct orate degree, and | did not
know t hat this weekend on her
scroll she wote and read it at her
cappi ng cerenony, and this is just
an abbreviation. And when she read
it, my sisters and |, who were in
t he audi ence, just cried. And she

said, For ny great-grandnother and
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1 nmy grandnot her and to ny nother, |
2 bring the gifts that my ancestors
3 gave. | amthe dream and the hope
4 of the slave. She said, Mm |
5 rise, and to every Bl ack wonman out
6 there on her grind, rise. Thank
7 you, Madam Chair.
8 ( Appl ause.)
9 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
10 RI CHARDSON: Thank you, thank you,
11 t hank you, Frankie Darcell. Thank
12 you for all that you do here in the
13 Cty of Philadel phia. But not only
14 the contributions you give via
15 nmedi a, but the work that you do
16 W th your production conpany, with
17 Sista Strut, ensuring that we are
18 taki ng care of ourselves and al ways
19 supporting ot her Black wonen.
20 "'l never forget when
21 you arrived here in Phil adel phi a.
22 | was a staffer for forner
23 Counci | menber Bl ondel | Reynol ds
24 Brown, and the two of you
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1 connected. And | will just never

2 forget the comunity that you

3 created. And | took that with ne

4 for the remai nder and the rest of

5 nmy staff career and now as a nenber

6 of Phil adel phia Gty Council. So

7 t hank you, thank you, thank you,

8 Franki e Darcell.

9 Pl ease state your nane

10 for the record and proceed with

11 your testinony.

12 M5. DARCELL: Thank you

13 for that.

14 M5. JACKSON: Good

15 norning. M nane is Khanyia

16 Jackson, and I'm-- Counci | woman,

17 that was so powerful. So ny nane

18 I s Khanyi a Jackson, known to ny

19 community of service as Maya the

20 Doula or Myia or Big Sis. | also

21 represent the PA Doula Comm ssion

22 as being on the Board. | serve as

23 a Bl ack Indigenous doula in

24 Phi | adel phi a, Pennsylvani a where |
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1 was born and rai sed.

2 Thr oughout my support to

3 Bl ack not hers, birthing people and

4 famlies who are often carrying

5 nore than pregnancy, they are

6 carrying the weight of rising rent,

7 | ow wages, unstabl e enpl oynent,

8 food insecurities, child care

9 barriers and the enotional stress

10 of trying to survive while

11 preparing to bring life into the

12 wor | d.

13 And so, Ms. Darcell,

14 that just really touched ne because

15 | am carrying everybody and |

16 didn't -- as a Black woman and

17 communi ty- based doula, | have

18 firsthand seen how econonic

19 chal | enges i npact maternal health.

20 | have supported famlies who have

21 to choose between payi ng for

22 transportation to prenatal

23 appoi ntments or buying groceries.

24 | have worked with
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1 menbers who wanted to rest during

2 pregnancy but could not afford to

3 mss a shift. | have seen famlies

4 struggle to find safe housing while

5 also trying to prepare for |abor,

6 post partum heal i ng and newborn

7 care. For Bl ack wonen, financi al

8 instability is not just about

9 noney. It affects our health, our

10 choi ces, our access to care and our

11 ability to feel safe and support ed.

12 Many Bl ack wonen are wor ki ng hard,

13 bui | di ng busi nesses, raising

14 famlies and serving their

15 communities, yet still face wage

16 gaps, limted access to funding and

17 systens that do not value fully our

18 | eader shi p of | abor.

19 So as a doula, | also

20 see entrepreneurship as both a

21 pat hway and a chall enge. Both

22 Bl ack wonen and our counterparts

23 are creating solutions in our own

24 communities, but we need fair
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funding, fair pay, child care
support, affordabl e housing and
real investnent in our work.

When Bl ack wonen are
econom cally supported, famlies
are stronger, babies are healthier
and communities thrive. Supporting
Bl ack wonen is not a charity; it is
a justice, it is prevention and it
is an investnent in the future of
Phi | adel phia. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you and t hank
you so nmuch for being here, and
t hank you for your work as a doul a
and working in the Bl ack nmaternal
health space. And | wll tell you
that one thing that you nentioned
I n your testinony that we've heard
t hroughout this hearing is relative
to child care. And Counci
Presi dent Johnson has just started

a commttee to study child care and

888-893-3767
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early chil dhood educati on.

And | will tell you that
Eliza, who's a new nomon ny team
has been talking to ne about this
for sonme nonths and has a proposal
for me to review And so, we hear
you, we thank you, we appreciate
you and uplift you being here. And
It was just serendi pitous for the
two of you to be on this panel. So
t hank you both so nmuch for being
here. Thank you, thank you.

Pl ease approach the
W tness table and state your nane
for the record and then you can
proceed with your testinmony. [|'Il
ask the Cerk to call the renaining
W t nesses.

THE CLERK: Angel a
Br own- Vann; Bonita Cumm ngs,
Strawberry Mansi on Community
Concern and RCO.

(Wtnesses approached

W tness table.)
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1 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

2 RICHARDSON: |'Il1 ask that those

3 W t nesses pl ease approach the

4 witness table. And | wanted to

5 state for the record that we did

6 receive witten testinony fromthe
7 Honor abl e Ronnie Green fromthe

8 190t h Legislative District. She

9 was unable to be here today, but

10 she did submt witten testinony.
11 And al so Good as Gol d Foundati on,
12 they submtted witten testinony.
13 And | also wanted to

14 recogni ze the presence again of

15 Josi e Jones from Zeta Phi Beta

16 Sorority, Inc., Beta Delta Zeta

17 Chapter, serving as their first

18 Vice-President. WII| you be giving
19 testi nony, Soror Jones or you're
20 her e?
21 M5. JONES: ( Shaki ng
22 head) .
23 COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
24 RI CHARDSON: Received. GCkay. Thank
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you so much. | just wanted to nake
sure that acknow edgenent happened.

So pl ease state your
nanme for the record and proceed
with your testinony.

M5. H NTON- GREEN. Good
norning. M nane is Tonya Hinton-
Green. (Good norning, Majority
Leader Katherine Gl nore R chardson
and the commttee for creating a
space to hear directly from Bl ack
wonen in Phil adel phia. Again, ny
name i s Tonya Hinton-Geen, and |
am a woman entrepreneur, advocate,
creative strategist and busi ness
owner here in Phil adel phi a.

| stand before you today
not only for nyself but for so many
Bl ack wonen who are highly
educat ed, highly capable, deeply
resilient and still struggling to
achi eve economc stability in a
systemthat often overl ooks us.

Many Bl ack wonmen are carrying
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mul tiple responsibilities at once.
W are caregivers, we are
entrepreneurs, we are advocates, we
are not hers, daughters, community

| eaders and often the enotional and
financi al backbone of our famlies
and communi ti es.

Yet despite all of this,
many of us are still underfunded,
under pai d, overl ooked for
opportunities and forced to work
twice as hard for visibility and
sustainability. As a business
owner nyself, | can personally
speak to the chall enges of
accessing funding and capital,
buil ding visibility w thout major
resources, navigating technol ogy
and Al shifts without institutional
support, bal ancing health
chal | enges while trying to remain
econom cal ly productive and trying
to create generational stability in

an econony that often feels
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designed for us to survive instead
of thrive.

One of the biggest
I ssues | see is that Black wonen
are often expected to already
figure it out because we appear
strong and resourceful. But
resilience should not be m staken
as unlimted capacity. W need
greater access to grants and
busi ness fundi ng specifically for
Bl ack wonen entrepreneurs, nore
city-supported education around Al,
digital business growth and
ener gi ng technol ogy, easier access
to procurenent opportunities and
city contracts, better support
systens for wonen living with
chronic illnesses or disabilities
who still want to contribute
econom cally and nore investnent in
mentorship, visibility, and
sust ai nabl e weal t h- bui | di ng

progr ans.
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1 Bl ack wonen are
2 I nnovators. W are creators,
3 probl em sol vers, culture drivers.
4 But too often we are buil ding
5 w t hout the sanme safety nets and
6 support systemthat others receive.
7 | al so enphasi ze that
8 representation natters. W©Many Bl ack
9 wonen- owned busi nesses are creating
10 culturally rel evant products,
11 servi ces, educational and sol utions
12 that directly inpact our community.
13 Supporting us is not
14 charity. It is economc
15 devel opnent. Phil adel phia has an
16 opportunity to becone a nodel city
17 for how Bl ack wonen are supported,
18 funded, protected and enpowered
19 economcally. | thank you again
20 for listening, for creating this
21 hearing and for recogni zing the
22 voi ces of Bl ack wonen who deserve
23 not only acknow edgenent, but
24 action. Thank you.
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1 ( Appl ause.)

2 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

3 RI CHARDSON: Thank you and t hank

4 you so nmuch for sharing again. |

5 just wanted to notate for the

6 record in your testinony you tal ked

7 about Al and energi ng technol ogi cal

8 advances and ensuring that we're

9 I nvesting in that work as well.

10 And | think that's been a trend

11 t hroughout this hearing also. So

12 t hank you, thank you very nuch for

13 bei ng here and for your work and

14 for your testinony.

15 Pl ease state your nane

16 for the record and proceed with

17 your testinony. And you can

18 approach the witness table. Thank

19 you.

20 (Wtnesses approached

21 W tness table.)

22 M5. CUWM NGS: Thank

23 you. M nane is Bonita Cunm ngs

24 and | amthe Director of Strawberry
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Mansi on Community Concern and the
Vi ce-Chair of the 28th Ward. |
just want to thank you,
Counci | woman G | nore Ri chardson and
the nmenbers of Council. | really
want to say to you how nuch |
appreci ate these beautiful placards
you put together. Soneone | know
and Me Too, so |I'mon both sides of
this beautiful expression that is
bei ng di spl ayed with these

pl acar ds.

As soneone who has spent
decades wor ki ng in Philadel phia
gover nnment and community advocacy,
| have watched a troubling econonc
shift happening in many Bl ack
nei ghbor hoods, particularly in
communities like Strawberry
Mansi on. When we tal k about Bl ack
wonen and the econony, we often
focus on jobs, wages and
entrepreneurship. But | know we

al so need to tal k about econom c
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1 | oss through the | oss of |and,

2 property and nei ghbor hood econom c

3 I nfrastructure.

4 | have wi tnessed

5 famlies | ose hones, inherited

6 property and access to | and over

7 generations. | have watched

8 denolition policies and

9 redevel opnent patterns transfer

10 property into systens that are

11 often nore accessi ble to devel opers

12 than to the children and rel atives

13 of longtine residents.

14 At the sane tinme, many

15 of our educated young peopl e cone

16 home from col | ege or training

17 prograns and find fewer pathways to

18 ownership in their own communities.

19 Commercial corridors that once

20 created opportunities for snal

21 busi nesses, storefronts, sal ons,

22 offices and fam |y entrepreneurship

23 are increasingly disappearing into

24 resi dential devel opnment from
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basenment to roof.

So the issue is not only
enpl oynent. The issue i s whether
Bl ack wonmen and Bl ack famlies can
retain economc roots in the
communities they hel p sustain. For
many Bl ack wonen, econom c
stability has historically cone
t hrough holding famlies together
t hr ough honmeowner shi p, caregiving,
entrepreneurship and conmmunity
net wor ks.

But when ownership
di sappears, inheritance disappears
and nei ghbor hood econom ¢ space
di sappears. Long-termwealth
bui | di ng becones harder with each
generation. | hope this hearing
al so consi ders, one, policies
around | and retention, two, famly
property preservation, three,
prot ecti on of nei ghborhood
comercial corridors and pat hways

to ownership for younger
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1 gener ati ons.

2 And | say that we nust

3 know that if we do not express or

4 have sone type of training for our

5 younger generation, that they too

6 wll |ose their parents' hones

7 because we' ve not taught them

8 succession. W've not given them

9 the ability to know how to not | ose

10 | and, which doesn't depreciate. So

11 | ask that you all take a | ook at

12 that as we speed toward, you know,

13 all of this devel opnent because

14 t hat devel opnent is at the expense,

15 and sone of your own children are

16 at risk of losing what you all

17 presently own. So thank you.

18 ( Appl ause.)

19 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

20 RI CHARDSON: Thank you. And | want

21 to thank you for being the first

22 person to bring that up today

23 around generational wealth and

24 preservation of |and, property and
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parcels. | know you've been on the
front line of that work in
Strawberry Mansion for a long tine,
and it's work that we are
continuing to fund and work on
| egi slative and policy initiatives
to address in Council.

And you know that | have
a personal shared story on tangled
titles, in that we have introduced
| egislation as a result of that,
and then through the NPI
Initiative, made a 7.6 mllion
dollar investnent for the
resolution of tangled titles and
deeds, but also in the new HO ME
Pl an, ensuring that it's a
provi sion there that fol ks have to
get awll. Gay. Because once
you own anyt hi ng, you shoul d have a
will. And so, | thank you for
being the first person to address
generational wealth also in this

hearing. Thank you.
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M5. CUWM NGS:  Can |
just say quickly that generational
weal th, particularly for the 28th
Ward, is real assets. Because our
parents, which were our
grandnot hers and great - grandnot hers
who were wi ves, they weren't
concubi nes or m stresses, they were
married to our grandfathers. They
didn't have nortgages. So that
wealth that we're losing is a real
asset .

So it's a difference
bet ween having a property that's
nort gaged and having one that's
not. So our loss is great and
we're shifting wealth in a way that
we wi |l never, never, ever get it
back.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Received. And thank
you, thank you for your work. W
appreci ate you.

Pl ease state your nane
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for the record and proceed with
your testinony.

PASTOR BROMWN VANN:  Yes,
yes. (Good norning, good norning,
Counci l wman G | nore Ri chardson.
"' m Angel a Brown Vann, and I'mthe
Pastor of Alleyne Menorial A ME.
Zion Church in West Phil adel phi a.
In ny corporate days, | worked as a
nort gage | ender and fi nanci al
pl anner and | saw sonet hi ng that
still breaks ny heart today.

Many people in our
community were not |iving
sustai nably. They were surviving,
and there's a difference. Survival
IS paying one bill |late so another
can stay on. Survival is choosing
bet ween nedi ci ne and groceri es.
Survival is being smart enough to
dream bi gger, but never being given
the tools, training or opportunity
to conpete. And Black wonen carry

so nmuch of that weight.
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1 And as Pastor now, | see

2 it every week through our food

3 mnistry and church work. | see

4 har dwor ki ng wonen rai sing children

5 W th special needs, caring for

6 parents, trying to hold famlies

7 t oget her while the econony keeps

8 novi ng faster around them and

9 pol i ci es keep changi ng underneath

10 them One is fighting hard to pass

11 her GED, but can't quite get there

12 and she's at her wits' end with it.

13 QO hers don't read well or

14 conpr ehend wel | .

15 Speaki ng with them about

16 resources takes tine because they

17 may not understand the rul es when

18 the rules are stated. |If you give

19 t hem pages with many rul es, what

20 will or what can they do wth them

21 Read them perhaps. Understand

22 them maybe. | went to grade

23 school and col |l ege in Phil adel phi a.

24 And when | got to college, |
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realized I was behind. | thought I
was brilliant when | wal ked in
until | sat beside students who had

access to resources and an
education | never had. | had to
catch up.

That taught nme sonething
| nportant. Many peopl e are not
failing because they |ack
intelligence. They're starting
behind. And after No Child Left
Behi nd, they're extrenely behind.
Years ago in college, | read
Rei nventi ng Governnent. One idea
stayed with ne: Communities nust
enpower people, not just rescue
them That's why faith
i nstitutions and faith-based
initiatives matter.

For exanpl e, the Bl ack
Church has al ways been nore than
worship. W taught people to read,
organi zed comunities, built

busi nesses and created hope where
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systens created barriers. Msques,
Bl ack Panthers, they did it. And
we nmust do it again. Faith-based
initiatives can hel p churches teach
financial literacy,

ent repreneur ship, technol ogy, child
care and survival skills, because
prayer and preparation bel ong

t oget her.

Qur people do not |ack
desire, but hope is being deferred.
They | ack access, education and
resources. And when we invest in
Bl ack wonen and Bl ack children, we
hel p entire generations. That's ny
t esti nony.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
so nuch for being here and for your
work at the A ME. Zi on Church.

Tell me the full nanme because | was
trying to wite it down.

PASTOR BROWN- VANN:
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1 Al l eyne, A-l-l-e-y-n-e, Menorial.

2 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

3 RI CHARDSON:  Yep, AME. --

4 PASTOR BROWN- VANN:

5 Menori al .

6 COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE

7 Rl CHARDSON:  Menori al .

8 PASTOR BROWN- VANN:

9 Al | eyne Menorial A ME. Zion

10 Chur ch.

11 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

12 Rl CHARDSON: Recei ved. Thank you

13 so nuch for being here and for

14 bei ng one of the first witnesses to

15 testify regarding adult literacy

16 and the inportance of adult

17 literacy in education and access.

18 So thank you very, very much for

19 being here. W'IIl be certain to

20 follow up with you.

21 PASTOR BROWN- VANN:

22 Thank you.

23 COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE

24 RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Are there
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any further wtnesses that | did
not call? Are there any w tnesses
to give public comment whose nane
has not been call ed?

Pl ease approach the
w tness table. | saw two hands,
three. Ckay.

Are there any further

W t nesses whose nanes have not been

call ed or any wtnesses who wish to

gi ve public comment today?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Al right.
Pl ease state your nane for the
record and then proceed with your
testinony. |It's good to see you.
Thank you for hanging out with us
al | norning.

M5. RAYNER  Good
afternoon. M nane is Nefertiti

Rayner. |'ma community organi zer

and a Phil adel phia resident. Thank

you for this hearing on the State
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1 of the Econony for Black wonen in

2 Phil adel phia. It is a critical

3 conversation that reflects real

4 condi tions affecting wonen across

5 the city.

6 Last tinme | was here, |

7 spoke about the sal on where |

8 wor ked and the owner, a Bl ack

9 wonman, and her experience trying to

10 access support through the Catal yst

11 Fund Grant program |'mreturning

12 because that experience reflects a

13 broader economc reality for Bl ack

14 wonmen- owned busi nesses across

15 Phi | adel phia. Black wonen are not

16 only workers but al so business

17 owners and key contributors to

18 nei ghbor hoods.

19 They operate essenti al

20 smal | busi nesses |i ke sal ons and

21 servi ce-based shops that create

22 j obs, support famlies and sustain

23 comercial corridors. Despite that

24 role, access to capital remains
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1 uneven, especially for mcro

2 busi nesses wi thout institutional or

3 grant witing support. This gap

4 bet ween econom ¢ contri bution and

5 access to funding defines the

6 current conditions facing Bl ack

7 wonen entrepreneurs in this city.

8 This can be strengthened through

9 targeted funding set aside for

10 Bl ack wonen- owned busi nesses with

11 exi sting small business prograns.

12 It also requires

13 sinplified and standardi zed grant

14 access, along with technical

15 assistance with mcro businesses

16 W t hout institutional support, and

17 it wll also include nmandatory

18 public reporting on who is applying

19 for and receiving funding so equity

20 and access can be nmeasured and

21 accountability can be ensured. |If

22 we cannot neasure who is receiving

23 fundi ng, then we cannot claimthe

24 systemis equitable. Thank you.
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( Appl ause.)
COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

RI CHARDSON: Thank you, and thank
you so nuch for being here again.
And |' m hopeful that you all were
able to connect with the Commerce
Departnent since the last tine that
you were here. | know we had them
meet wth you all on the spot.

M5. RAYNER W were,
and | advised ny boss, the owner of
the salon, to reach out to
Counci | menber Curtis Jones because
he is her Council nmenber in that
District. But we were told that
she had an LLC before and she
changed her nanme. She connected
both of them on the application.
They did not review both of them
so they denied her for the grant.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ch, okay. Received.
So that's why the technical

assi stance on the back end that you
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1 mentioned in your testinony is

2 I nportant, which is sonething that

3 we have been seeking to fund, even

4 t hrough the work that we've done

5 recently on the HO ME. Plan.

6 | think it will be

7 advant ageous for you all to again

8 meet with Comrerce and/ or Revenue

9 to ensure that whatever happened on

10 t he back end doesn't happen

11 potentially in the future for

12 addi ti onal opportunities. So |'l

13 make sure we take your information,

14 okay, and then nake sure we do the

15 connection wth Council man Jones'

16 of fice, Revenue and also with the

17 Commer ce Departnent. Ckay.

18 M5. RAYNER  Thank you

19 so nuch.

20 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

21 Rl CHARDSON: Because | renenber you

22 fromlast tine. Your hair was

23 different last tine, but | didn't

24 forget you. kay. Thank you.
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Thank you so much for being here.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and proceed with
your testinony.

M5. IRVINE: Yes. Thank
you for having us. |I'm--

COUNCI LWOVMAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Pl ease pull the mc up
so the stenographer can hear you
and just restate your nane for the
record.

M5. IRVINE: |'m Fol am
Irvine. | wasn't going to speak,
but | had kind of, you know, the
young peopl e encouraged ne to cone
today, so I'mglad | did cone. |
was being a little stubborn because
| was kind of through wth
politics. I'mjust a straight-
faced person to speak honestly.

So one of the biggest
things I"'mseeing is |'"mvery
passi onate about the work | do. |

didn't just talk about community.
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| invested init. | purchased a
home to create a space for naternal
heal t h, education, culture
preservation, youth prograns,
storytelling, herbal education and
communi ty gat hering.

Many wonen over 50 are
carrying projects like this with
very limted fundi ng and resources.
We're still doing the work because
the community needs it, but we need
stronger support systens,
partnershi ps, investnents, so these
spaces can survive and grow.

Anot her thing | also
wanted to add to it is that |'ve
been fully funded to do a program
in the school district. | reached
out to over 30 schools. Only one
principal returned ny call, and
t hat was Overbrook H gh School. So
| al so brought other wonen who are
quilters, sewers, that we can bring

activities in schools for children.
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1 Unfortunately, there are
2 alot of tines -- as the young | ady
3 here was sayi ng, sonetines

4 gat ekeepers. They won't let us in
5 the schools. The children want us
6 in here. The last tine | was able
7 to come into school, it took ne

8 five years. And that was because

9 of my Councilman Curtis Jones and
10 M. Overton. | worked with five

11 girls. | was supposed to get $500
12 per wor kshop. | got nothing. |

13 got not hi ng because the counsel or
14 threwto nme all the young | adies

15 who were a probl em

16 So the funders have --
17 we had funding here in Phil adel phi a
18 where all of us in here today can
19 be getting paid. But if that
20 princi pal does not want that
21 programin her or his school, that
22 program cannot go in there and it's
23 sad. It's an atrocity. And |
24 speak because ny daughter will be
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1 starting nedical school in two

2 weeks. And | give all praises.

3 And | know it's the work
4 that | gave back to other people.

5 And these schools do not have a | ot
6 of prograns. |'ma veteran and

7 |"ve been a nentor and |'ve been

8 giving back in the comunities.

9 Li ke she said, | conme fromthe

10 bootstrap. | don't get -- |

11 brought a house in Strawberry

12 Mansion. | pay $2,000 every nonth.
13 | don't get nothing back fromit.
14 So it's just really unfortunate.

15 W need prograns in

16 t hese schools. It's not just about
17 my daughter being successful. If |
18 wi n and nobody else wins, it

19 doesn't nean nothing. It neans
20 nothing to ne, you know. And |
21 al so thank you very nuch. M
22 sister was killed. But before ny
23 sister was killed, you reached out
24 and cal |l ed our hone. You had your
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staff call because ny sister was

unhoused and was nentally ill. And

you reached out to ny famly. |

wi |l never forget you. You reached

out and ny sister was killed. But
bef ore she was killed, you reached
out and you tried to get her help
along with the police officer in
Lower Meri on.

Unfortunately, they put
her in the streets and she was
killed. Two weeks after y'all
hel ped her get into a place, the
soci al worker was very nasty, put
ny sister on the street, put her
out in the cold rain and she was
| ater killed two weeks later. But
| renmenber you reaching out to ne.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: My -- | renenber
you - -

M5. IRVINE: Yes, your
daught er wal ked by and saw ny

sister and she was frightened.
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1 Your office called ny hone up. And
2 | was caring for ny nom who j ust

3 passed. Yeah.

4 COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE

5 RI CHARDSON: Oh, I'mso sorry for

6 your | oss.

7 M5. TRVINE: [|'IIl never
8 forget you. So you about the only
9 person that | really kind of -- two
10 ot her ones, y'all do the work.

11 Because everybody don't do no

12 work - -

13 COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE

14 RI CHARDSON: Thank you. |'mso

15 sorry for your loss. | wll

16 never -- | thank you for saying

17 t hat because | still renmenber the
18 day that ny daughter and | -- |

19 think at that tinme nmy daughter may
20 have been 6 or 7 years old, and we
21 saw your sister on the side of the
22 road. And we stopped and we asked
23 her if she needed hel p.
24 And | don't know how we
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1 figured out howto find you all

2 with no informati on or anything. |

3 t hi nk your sister may have given us

4 a tel ephone nunber.

5 M5. | RVINE: She gave --

6 ny sister sent you to ne because |

7 was caring for ny nomat the tine.

8 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

9 RI CHARDSON: Yes. | called you

10 fromthe side of the road, trying

11 to get her help to ensure she could

12 be sonewhere safe in housing. |

13 wi Il never forget that day. |

14 remenber exactly where we were.

15 But 1'mso sorry for your |oss and

16 t hank you for the work that you do.

17 M5. IRVINE: Thank you.

18 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

19 RI CHARDSON: But | also wanted to

20 say that I'mexcited to hear about

21 Over brook Hi gh School. But |

22 wanted to connect you with

23 Dr. Robin Cooper from CASA. That's

24 the adm ni strator over all of the
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1 principal union, and she works with

2 all the different principals. So

3 we want to connect you with

4 Dr. Robin Cooper. So I'll ask ny

5 teamto do that so that maybe she

6 can hel p make the soft introduction

7 with all of the other principals.

8 | know Principal G aham

9 I's doing a great job at Overbrook

10 and al ways | ooki ng for resources

11 for his students. But we want to

12 make sure we nmake the connection

13 with Dr. Robin Cooper. Thank you

14 for saying that because | never

15 forgot your sister.

16 M5. IRVINE: Thank you

17 for |looking out for ny sister.

18 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

19 RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Pl ease

20 state your nane for the record and

21 proceed with your testinony.

22 M5. G LLESPIE: (Good

23 afternoon. My nane is Alicia

24 Gllespie. 1'ma nother, a change
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advocate, a nover and a shaker and
a thriver. |1'mhere to give

I nsi ght on ny experiences and to
share solid solutions to enpower
and strengthen the Bl ack wonen of
Phi | adel phi a.

As a sol e provider, ny
life has been full of ups and
downs, victories, |osses and w ns.
From si cknesses, dealing wth
systens of many kinds, ny nunber
one policy will be to create a
safety net to help wonen invest,
bui |l d, and grow and have fi nanci al
stability, which can pronote steady
mental health, savings, asset
bui | di ng and honmeowner shi p.

Wth this policy in
pl ace, everyone can benefit from
this generation and the generations
to cone. A bill only designed for
Bl ack wonen to thrive called the
Thrive Bill. This city, country,

world was built on the backs of our
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1 ancestors. Yet we are constantly

2 bei ng overl ooked. \Why not start

3 W th us, the experts, the ones wth

4 the Iived experience.

5 Many tinmes | dreaned of

6 this opportunity to share about the

7 darkest tinmes | endured in ny life

8 and just needed a push to assi st

9 with rent, bills, so | can escape

10 the shelter system abusive

11 relationships with no strings

12 attached. Wiy not partner together

13 wi th such organi zati ons as Wnen's

14 Way to hel p change the narrative of

15 wonen in Phil adel phia? W are not

16 | ncapable. W need a source to

17 create resources. Thank you.

18 ( Appl ause.)

19 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

20 RI CHARDSON: Thank you and t hank

21 you for being here again. |

22 remenber you at our |ast hearing

23 and | appreciate the work that

24 you' ve been doing. So thank you so
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1 much for hanging in there wth us

2 and continuing to support the work.

3 W want to continue to support the

4 wor k you' re doi ng.

5 M5. G LLESPIE: Thank

6 you. | appreciate you.

7 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

8 RI CHARDSON: Thank you so nuch.

9 Are there any additional

10 W t nesses here to testify?

11 (No response.)

12 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

13 RI CHARDSON: Any panel s or nanes

14 who have not been call ed, w shing

15 to testify or who were called and

16 are unable to testify?

17 (No response.)

18 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

19 RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Seeing none, we

20 t hank you all so nuch for being

21 here. | want to thank all ny

22 col | eagues who were here. W have

23 two hearings today and several

24 ot her events, but they were all
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here today in support of this
resol uti on.

There being no further

bills or resolutions on the agenda,

this will conclude the business
before the Commttee on Finance
today. Thank you very nuch for
your attendance and for your
participation. Thank you, thank

you, thank you.

( Appl ause.)

(Comm ttee on Fi nance

concluded at 12:33 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

I, hereby certify that the proceedi ngs
and evi dence noted are contained fully and
accurately in the stenographi c notes taken
by me in the foregoing matter, and that

this is a correct transcript of the sane.

C\ha,wuﬂvu C ! amnscd

TANEHA CARROLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of this
transcri pt does not apply to any
reproduction of the sane by any neans,
unl ess under the direct control and/or

supervi sion of the certifying reporter.)
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City of Philadelphia

City Council
Chief Clerk's Office
402 City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

Meeting Agenda

Wednesday, May 13, 2026

10:00 AM

Room 400, City Hall

Committee on Finance




Committee on Finance Meeting Agenda May 13, 2026

The Committee on Finance of the Council of the City of Philadelphia will hold a Public
Hearing on Wednesday, May 13, 2026, at 10:00 AM, in Room 400, City Hall, to hear
testimony on the following items:

251034 Resolution Authorizing the Committee on Finance to hold hearings on the state of the

economy for Black women in Philadelphia

Copies of the foregoing items are available in the Office of the Chief Clerk of the
Council, Room 402, City Hall.

City of Philadelphia Page 2 Printed on 4/28/2026


https://phila.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=26666
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