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COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: M. Caneron,
will you please call the roll to take attendance
of menbers. Menbers that are in attendance w ||
pl ease indicate that you are present when your
name is called. Also, please say a few brief
wor ds when responding so that your image wll be
di spl ayed on screen when you speak.

THE CLERK: Council M i zada.

COUNCI LMEMBER M LI ZADA:  Present.

THE CLERK: Vice Chair Squill a.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Menber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER: Present .

THE CLERK: Menber Driscoll?

COUNCI LMEMBER DRI SCOLL:  Present.

THE CLERK: Menber Harrity?

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY:  Present.

THE CLERK: Menber Young.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG: present.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: Thank you. A
quorumof this commttee --

COUNCI LMEMBER DRI SCOLL: Don't worry,
got you Kendra.

THE CLERK: And we're recogni zi ng

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Public Property and Public Wrks
05/ 22/ 2024

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

5/22/24 - PUBLIC - BILL 240187, ETC
Menber Brooks as a guest.

COUNCI LMEMBER LQOZADA: Thank you. A
guorumof this commttee is present and this
hearing is now called to order. This is a public
hearing on the Commttee of Public Property &
Public Wrks regarding Bill Nunmbers 240187,
240383, 240303, 240370, 240423, 240425, 2403431,
240435. M. Caneron, will you please read the
title of the bills.

THE CLERK: Starting with Bill Nunber
240187. An ordi nance anendi ng Chapter 16-700 of
t he Phil adel phia Code entitled Phil adel phia Land
Bank to allow interested parties to require open
bi ddi ng when the Land Bank seeks to exercise
special authority to acquire property at a
sheriff's sale and all ow prior owners to redeem
property when such special authority is
exercised, all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

Bill Nunber 240383, an ordi nance
authorizing the city's chief innovation officer
or their designee to enter into a cable
tel evision franchi se renewal agreenent with

Veri zon Pennsylvania LLC, renewi ng the cable
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tel evision franchise granted by the city to
Verizon for franchise areas 1, 2, 3, and 4 of the
city, all under certain terns and conditions.

Bill Nunmber 240435 an ordi nance
aut hori zi ng the comm ssi oner of public property
on behalf of the city to acquire a free sinple
title or a lesser real estate interest to all or
a portion of all parcels of land situated at 121-
25 East Chelten Avenue, Phil adel phi a,

Pennsyl vani a, all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

Bi |l Nunmber 240303. Norton's
aut hori zi ng acceptance of the grant to the city
of two certain areas |ocated on either side of
Hunting Park Avenue east of Whitaker Avenue a
sl ope easenents under certain terns and
condi tions.

Bi Il Nunber 240370 ordi nance renani ng
and designating the property, comonly referred
to as the West Oak Lane Library, located at 2000
East Washi ngton Lane, as the Dwi ght Evans Library
of West Qak Lane in the city of Phil adel phia.

Bill Nunmber 240423. An ordi nance

aut hori zi ng the comm ssi oner of public property
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on behalf of the city to acquire fee sinple title
or a lesser interest in real estate by purchase,
dedi cati on, donation, condemation, agreenent in
lieu of condemation or otherw se, and parcels of
| and al ong the Schuyl kill River and the
W ssahi ckon Creek for public recreational
pur poses under certain terns and conditions.

Bil | Number 240425. An ordi nance
aut hori zi ng the Comm ssioner of Public Property
on behalf of the Gty of Philadelphia to acquire
a fee sinple title or lesser interest in all or a
portion of a parcel or parcels of land fromthe
Phi | adel phi a Redevel opnent Authority, the
Phi | adel phi a Land Bank, and the Phil adel phi a
Housi ng and Devel opnent Corporation, all under
certain terns and conditions.

Bill Nunmber 240431. An ordinance
aut hori zi ng the comm ssi oner of public property
on behalf of the city to acquire fee sinple title
or a |l esser interest by purchase, dedication,
donati on, condemati on agreenent, lieu
condemation or otherw se of certain parcels of
| and al ong the Del aware River in the Tacony

Hol mesburg area for the purpose of naking,
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enl argi ng, connecting, extendi ng, operating, and
mai ntai ni ng public parks for recreational use
under certain terns and conditions.

And Bill Nunmber 240428. Prohibiting
the comm ssi oner of public property or any other
official of the city of Phil adel phia known as the
city, acting on behalf of the city, fromentering
i nto, executing or authorizing a | ease extension,
| ease anendnent, |ease renewal, or new agreenent
by and between the city and the Comonweal t h of
Pennsyl vania for or on behalf of any Commonweal th
Departnment or Agency at the property |ocated at
2100 West G rard Avenue, all under certain terns
and condi ti ons.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: Before | ask the
clerk to call the first panel, would any of ny
col | eagues |i ke to nake any comments? M. derk,

will you please call the first panel? W have --

COUNCI LMEMBER BROOKS: | do --
COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: -- to testify
this norning on Bill Nunbers --

THE CLERK: Counci | woman.
(Wtness approached witness table.)

COUNCI LMEMBER BROCOKS: | do have
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comrent s.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA:  |'m sorry.

COUNCI LMEMBER BROCKS: Thank you.

Thank you, Council Coll eagues and to the
commttee of Public Property & Public Wrks for
your consideration of the priority bid bill. |
have been advocating for this legislation for a
year and | want to thank Mayor Parker and the | aw
departnent for drafting the bill.

| also want to thank Council President
Johnson for recognizing the key role community
gardens play in our city and having ne introduce
the bill on his behalf. This |egislation
clarifies that the Land Bank has a priority bid
for properties going through sheriff's sale, a
tool that is essential to get community gardens
into the spaces of joy, education, food, and
comuni ty.

Protecting these gardens neans a lot to
me personally because | know firsthand the inpact
that they have on peopl e and nei ghborhoods. 1In
t he absence of this official |egislation, many of
our conmunity gardeners are consi dered squatters

by the city.
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W have seen residents who have faced
decades of disinvestnents in our nei ghborhoods
take the initiative to clean up abandoned | ots
and transformtheminto vibrant conmmunity spaces
t hrough gardeni ng. These gardens have a plethora
of benefits for our neighborhoods. A study by
Dr. Gna South of the University of Pennsylvania,
showed that cleaning and greening vacant |ots
reduce crinme by 29 percent.

These gardens al so provi de green space
and fresh food in nei ghborhoods that have often
have very limted access to these things. The
gardens al so give our children a place to explore
their interests in nature and in science. Far
frombeing a squatter, these residents are sone
of the untold heroes and sheroes that have hel ped
bring healing to neglected communities.

W need to nmake these | egal and neke
sure they remain in the hands of the individuals
who have been caring for themfor years. Two
weeks ago, we held a hearing on urban
agriculture. And at the hearing, we saw the
peopl e power behind the novenent to restore

community gardens to rightful ownership so they
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can continue to benefit our Black and Brown
nei ghbor hoods.

Dozens of gardeners turned out and
testified about the inportance of their community
gardens. And by the end of the day, the whole
bui |l di ng was tal king about it. It was one of the
nost well attended hearings that we've had this
session and a beautiful presentation of people
power in action. And I know this because a
coupl e of mny col |l eagues conplinented the word
that went into the hearing and even stopped by
just to listen in.

If you were not able to attend,
gardeners fromacross the city spoke about the
joy these gardens inspire in their nei ghborhoods.
And as | have built support for this initiative,
|'"ve al so seen how these gardens spark joy for
nmyself. | have spent a couple of years touring
comunity gardens and hearing fromthose invol ved
about all the wonderful prograns and
opportunities they provide.

It has inspired nme to get active in ny
own garden, where |I've learned to find peace in

the sinple act of digging in the dirt and
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bringing plants to life. These gardens are one
of our city's best resources, and the bill we're
di scussing today will ensure they remain that
way .

We have hundreds of these spaces all
over our city, and 70 percent of themare in high
poverty nei ghborhoods where the majority of the
residents are people of color. But as the
property values rise, the threat to these gardens
is growi ng. Phil adel phia used to be hone to over
500 gardens, but over the past 25 years, we've
lost a third of those gardens.

Once the land is sold, we never get it
back, and we | ose the opportunity to nake
Phi | adel phia a greener, nore beautiful city for
our children. As |awmakers, it is our
responsibility to protect these community spaces
and to support the people who care for them
This is an environnental issue, a public safety
I ssue, and a racial justice issue.

By passing the priority bill out of
this hearing, we will continue the progress our
city has made in returning owership of this |and

fromthe big banks to our neighbors. Thank you.
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And | look forward to today's testinony.

COUNCI LMEMBER LQZADA: Can you hear ne
now? Thank you, Councilnmenber. WII the clerk
pl ease call the first panel for Bill Nunber
240187.

THE CLERK: The first panel will be
Angel Rodriguez, Mke Mran, Jennifer G eenberg,
Mm MKenzie, Garrett O Dwyer.

(Wtnesses approached witness table.)

COUNCI LMEMBER LQOZADA: Good nor ni ng.

Pl ease state your nanme for the record and begin
your testinony.

MR. RODRI GUEZ: Good norning. M nane
I's Angel Rodriguez. | amthe executive director
of the Phil adel phia Land Bank. Good norni ng,
Honor abl e Chai r person and nenbers of the
commttee. |'mhere to speak in support of Bil
Nunber 240187, which anmends the Chapter 16700 of
t he Phil adel phi a Code entitled the Phil adel phia
Land Bank.

This bill would allowinterested
parties to require open bidding when the Land
Bank seeks to exercise its priority authority to

acquire property at a sheriff's sale and all ow
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prior owners to redeem property when such speci al
authority is exercised, all under certain terns
and condi ti ons.

The purpose of this ordinance is to
create certain mandatory processes in connection
with tax sales that will allow the Phil adel phi a
Land Bank to lawfully exercise its priority bid
under the state | aw

The adm nistration, Cty Solicitor, and
Phi | adel phi a Land Bank drafted, introducing this
bill so the Land Bank can resune fulfilling an
i nportant part of its intended m ssion, which is
returning tax delinquent, vacant, underutilized
property back to productive use.

Honor abl e chai r person and nenbers of
the coomittee, | respectfully request favorable
consideration of Bill Nunber 240187 and woul d
al so ask the suspension of the council rules to
allow first reading on May 23, 2024. Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA:  If it's okay,
we're going to ask everyone that testifies to
stay on this side and at the end of the panel,
then we'll ask questions.

MR. MORAN. So, ny nanme is M chael
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Moran and |'m here representing Iglesias Garden.
Do | begin ny testinony? Yeah. So, good
norni ng, everyone. | appreciate the tine. As |
stated, |I'mhere representing |glesias Garden,
and today I will submt our organization's verbal
testinony in support of Bill 240187, |egislation
that will grant priority bid to the Phil adel phia
Land Bank.

"' mhere today to express our support
for this bill because we believe it will allow
the Land Bank to serve the comunity in a nore
productive manner and facilitate inportant
functions of its m ssion, such as protecting
comunity green spaces from bei ng | ost at
sheriff's sales and supporting comunity focused
| and devel opnent.

For decades before even the Land Bank
exi sted, l|ocal residents have returned vacant
| and to productive use while profit notivated
devel opers are currently purchasi ng and bei ng
awar ded dozens of lots to gentrify whole
nei ghbor hoods. Long tine residents and gardeners
are still waiting for land security tied up in

red tape. The reality is that our invitation to
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devel op our comunities usually cones in the form
of sheriff's sal e announcenents.

A core belief at Iglesias Garden is
that | and sovereignty is essential to the
foundation of truly enpowering conmmunities. W
are a multicultural nonprofit nade up of
nei ghbors, caretakers, educators, artists,
entrepreneurs, elders, and the youth, and so on.
Yet, with all these skill sets conbined, we have
struggled to navigate the process to save green
spaces threatened by sheriff's sales and the US
Bank |iens.

As a collective and with the support of
many in this room |ast year we nade sone
progress in that struggle through intense
organi zi ng that rai sed awar eness, which
encouraged city council to step in and all ocate
funds to secure and buy sone of these distressed
properties. W often discuss generational wealth
t hrough | and ownership, but let's also include
generational well being and good heal th through
preserving conmunity green spaces.

Wthout this legislation, we won't be

able to conplete the work to protect dozens of
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comuni ty-controll ed parcels frombeing lost to
profit driven devel opers. W ask the city
council to support the longtinme residents and
future generations by passing this bill. Thank
you, Council.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA:  Thank you.

M5. GREENBERG  Good nor ni ng.
Chai rperson Lozada, Vice Chair Squilla, and
nmenbers of the Public Properties and Public Wrks
Commttee thanks for the opportunity to speak in
support of Bill 240187 to all ow Phil adel phia Land
Bank to exercise its right to be sold bidder at
tax sal e under the conditions outlined in the
bill. M nane is Jenny G eenberg.

| serve as executive director of the
Nei ghbor hood Gardens Trust, Phil adel phia's Land
Trust for the protection of community gardens and
shared green spaces. Across the city for
decades, self-organi zed groups of residents, and
nonprofits have responded to abandoned properties
in their nei ghborhoods by taking matters into
their own hands, transform ng neglected lots into
pl aces of conmunity strength, healing, and self-

reliance.
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These residents act out of |ove and
commtnent to their comrunity, investing their
own tinme and noney to transformwhat is often
consi dered a public nuisance into a community
asset .

Just to echo sone of the statistics
Counci | mrenber Brooks cited, close to 70 percent
of community gardens and farnms in Phil adel phia
are in high poverty nei ghborhoods and service
sources of healthy food, safe green space, relief
fromsumer heat, and respite fromthe stresses
of urban life.

Studies fromthe University of
Pennsyl vani a have docunented that cleaning and
greeni ng vacant | ots reduces gun viol ence by 29
percent and significantly inproves nental and
physi cal health of nearby residents, including a
69 percent reduction in feelings of depression.
Despite these and ot her proven benefits, upwards
of 200 gardens and farns face an existenti al
t hreat because the people caring for them do not
have | egal |and tenure.

NGT's mssion is to address this by

acquiring title for the gardens and hol di ng
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ownership in perpetuity for the community's use
as green space so they can't be lost to
devel opnent. We've been able to preserve 53
gardens to date and are working with 30 nore
t hreat ened gardens that have asked for our help.

Once NGT acquires a garden, we can
provi de i nsurance and support stewards on the
ground to troubl eshoot chall enges that arise. W
wor k wi th Pennsylvania Horticultural Society to
provi de techni cal support, supplies, materials,
and infrastructure. Community gardens often
conprise nultiple parcels with different owners.
To protect a single garden, we often assenble
| and held by the various city-|andhol di ng
agencies and private property owners.

The toughest are gardens | ocated on
abandoned tax del i nquent |and, where the owner is
deceased or can't be |ocated. These keep us up
at ni ght because of the frequency with which they
flip to devel opers. The Land Bank's ability to
exercise priority bid at sheriff's sale is
crucial to bringing |longtinme abandoned properties
back into city control. W've seen howthis

process can work successful ly.
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NGT was able to preserve the Five
Loaves Two Fish Garden at 55th in Jefferson after
Land Bank acquired key parcels as sol e bidder at
tax sale, cleared title, and transferred them
into our protection. It's essential that the
Land Bank be able to resune acquisitions so that
it has the resources to scale up the nunber and
pace. |If not, the city will continue to | ose
gardens and we wll continue to scranble to save
t hem when they're acquired by devel opers.

The Grow ng Honme Garden in the First
District, Enerald Street Community Farmin the
Seventh District, and New Jerusal em now Peace
Garden in the Fifth are just a few that would
have been bull dozed and built on in the past few
years if we'd not been able to purchase the |and
or do land swaps with devel opers. To protect and
anplify all the good that gardens and farns do,
we need a | ess reactive, nore scal able, and
equi tabl e strategy.

Wth cooperative working partnerships
bet ween community and city, we can streanline
fair and transparent pathways to garden

preservation. The city took a najor step in this
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direction when it invested over a mllion dollars
| ast year to clear liens owed to US Bank t hat
encunbered 90 garden properties.

For years, US bank liens were the
singl e biggest threat to gardens because the bank
was sending themrapidly to sheriff's sale and
refused to stop or negotiate with us. This was a
huge step and an i nportant one, but just the
first step. The properties are still privately
owned. Now the Land Bank nust prioritize
acquiring them | cannot enphasi ze enough the
urgency to do so.

Further once the Land Bank acquires the
gardens, it then nust prioritize their
di sposition so NGI and ot her community-based
groups can hold title and support the spaces |ong
term | want to flag that there's a breakdown in
the system for garden disposition that al so nust
be addressed. The way the 2019 disposition
policy has been interpreted and inplenented has
had a crippling effect.

Bet ween 2015 and 2019, NGI acquired 44
parcels at 13 gardens fromcity |andhol di ng

agenci es. But since 2020, we haven't been able
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to acquire a single lot. W have pending
applications for land at 10 gardens that date
back many years. Gardens and Departnent of
Public Properties inventory that were approved by
city council to be conveyed nore than five years
ago have never gone to settlenent or even been
transferred into the Land Bank.

Thi s breakdown needs to be fixed so we
can support and invest in these precious green
spaces. It's extrenely stressful for the
gardeners who've been in linbo for years with no
clear information or certainty for the future of
t he gardens into which they have invested so nuch
over years and decades. Thank you, and | | ook
forward to continuing to work with you on this
i nportant issue.

M5. MCKENZIE: Good norning. |I'mMm
McKenzie, the legal director at the Public
I nterest Law Center. For over 50 years, the Law
Center has been advancing the civil, social, and
econom c rights of conmunities in the
Phi | adel phia region facing discrimnation,

i nequal ity, and poverty.

Sone folks are surprised that a civil
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ri ghts organization that overturned
Pennsyl vani a' s gerrynmandered congressional map in
2018 that recently had our system of public
education fundi ng decl ared unconstitutional, also
advances our m ssion by preserving conmunity
gardens and green space.

But these spaces are critical anchors
i n Phil adel phia's Bl ack and Brown nei ghbor hoods.
They are a place for residents to cone together
to grow food, to seek shade and peace, and to
gat her and play. Peer reviewed studies back up
what we all intuitively know to be true. U ban
gardens and green space have significant inpacts
on public health. They increase community access
to fresh produce and i nprove nei ghbors nental and
physi cal health.

They inprove air quality of critica
function, given that Philadel phia' s children have
nore than triple the rates of asthma conpared to
ot her children around the country. C eaning and
greeni ng vacant properties results in significant
reductions in gun violence and overall crine.

And gardens and green space help alleviate the

i npacts of climte change by creating cooling
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effects in blocks otherw se densely packed with
concrete buil dings.

But many of these vital gardens in
green space are on land that is not secure. By
that | nean the nei ghborhood residents who are
stewarding the land, in sone cases for decades,
do not have legal title to the |land. Many of
t hese gardens are owned parcels that are
privately owned and tax delinquent. That puts
the gardens at risk of being lost at a tax
foreclosure sale to devel opers or real estate
specul at ors.

The Law Center provides pro bono |ega

representation to nonprofit gardens seeking | egal

access to land that they've been maintaining. On

occasion, we can quiet title for a garden client
by filing a | awsuit against | ong absent owners
usi ng adver se possessi on.

For exanple, in 2018, our client New
Jerusal em Laura, a nonprofit addiction treatnent
and recovery center in North Phil adel phia run by
two nondenom nati onal nuns, was able to use
adverse possession to obtain clear title to two

vacant parcels, it's been using for over two
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decades to grow food for its residents and
nei ghbor hood chi |l dren.

But many nore organi zati ons and
communities doing simlar work with excell ent
results are struggling to preserve their gardens
because we're not able to neet the required
threshol d of 21 continuous years of adverse
actual exclusive, visible possession. Here, the
Land Bank plays a critical role, and it's why the
Law Center, collaborating w th stakehol ders,
actively sought and supported the creation of the
Land Bank in 2013.

The Land Bank can acquire these tax
del i nquent and | ong abandoned properties at
sheriff's sale by using its priority bid and then
returning the parcels to productive use.
Ordinarily, tax delinquent parcels are sold at
sheriff's sale to the highest bidder. In |ower
i ncome nei ghbor hoods, these parcels often have
| ow m ni rum bids and are attractive to
specul ators who after obtaining the parcel, nake
no i nvestnment in maintenance, fail to pay taxes,
and perpetuate the cycle of delinquency.

Bill Nunber 240187 ensures that the
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Land Bank will continue to be able to use its
priority bid to exercise its right under certain
conditions to be the sole bidder at these tax
sal es and break this cycle.

As you're aware, the city recently nade
a substantial financial investnent to ensure that
90 garden parcels in primarily Bl ack and Brown
nei ghbor hoods will be protected fromsheriff's
sale by clearing liens held by US Bank. Now we
need to ensure that the Land Bank, the
adm ni stration, and city council can finish the
j ob by foreclosing on these properties.

Havi ng the Land Bank exercise its
priority bid clearing title and ultimately
transferring these parcels to their longtine
stewards for nom nal disposition fees. Ensuring
that the Land Bank can continue to use its
priority bid is one inportant step, but just |ast
Fri day, the Phil adel phi a Housi ng Devel opnent
Corporation released its 2023 annual report.

PHD reports that since 2021, the Land
Bank has noved forward with only 12 garden
di spositions. Currently, there are 59 active

applications for conmunity gardens that have not
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gone to settlement. Like affordabl e housing,
gardens, and green space keep nei ghbor hoods
i ntact, equitable, and sustainable.

&oing forward, the city nust include
the disposition of |and for gardens and green
space in its land use priorities, consistent with
the spirit and letter of the Philadel phia Land
Bank | aw we all worked so hard to enact. Thank
you for giving the Law Center the opportunity to
testify today in support of Bill 240187 and in
support of Philadel phia's comunity gardens and
green space.

COUNCI LMEMBER LQZADA: Thank you for
your testinony.

MR. O DAWER  Good norni ng, Chairperson
Lozada, Vice Chair Squilla, and nenbers of city
council's commttee on Public Property and Public
Wrks. M nane is Garrett O Dwer and | amthe
associ ate policy director at the Phil adel phia
Associ ation of Conmunity Devel opnent
Cor porations, or PACDC.

Thank you for the opportunity to
testify this nmorning to support Bill Nunber
240187, which seeks to align the tax delinquent

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Public Property and Public Wrks
05/ 22/ 2024

26

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

5/22/24 - PUBLIC - BILL 240187, ETC
property acquisition powers and responsibilities
of the Philadel phia Land Bank wi th Conmonweal th
judi ci al deci sions.

Si nce 1992, PACDC has been wor ki ng
al ongsi de our CDC nenbers to address the pressing
probl ens facing Phil adel phia's nei ghborhoods. In
that time, few issues have been as intractable as
t he vacant property crisis facing our
communities, particularly | owincone communities
of color. These parcels are a blight that | ower
surroundi ng property val ues, pronote crine, harm
heal th, and tear at the fabric of our
nei ghbor hoods.

Mor eover, each of these vacant
properties represents a | ost opportunity in
addition to the harns caused. These properties
coul d be generating nuch needed tax revenue for
our schools and city services while providing a
home for famlies in need.

They could be a small business
supporting nei ghborhood jobs in the | ocal
economny, or they could be a community garden
provi ding heal thy foods and an opportunity for

nei ghbors to grow together or any other nyriad
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fornms of productive reuse.

This is why, over a decade ago, PACDC
played a lead role in organi zing the Phil adel phia
Land Bank Alliance to push for the creation of
t he Phil adel phia Land Bank to correct the
failures of the existing vacant property
managenent system advocates denanded a
predi ctabl e, efficient, transparent, accountabl e,
and equitabl e process.

To date, the results have been uneven
and much remains to be done to secure the Land
Bank that we envisioned. That is why we joined
with six nenbers of city council, including many
nmenbers of this commttee, in releasing an early
April statenent calling for a review of Land Bank
pol i ci es and procedures.

Bill Nunber 240187 represents an
i nportant step in addressing a major problem the
inability of the Land Bank to use its powers to
acquire tax delinquent properties. It is our
hope that this will allow for acquisitions to
begin as soon as the sheriff's office resunes tax
forecl osure sales.

However, now is also an opportunity for
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the city to be bold and devel op a thoughtful,
forward | ooki ng acquisition policy.
Transformati ve nei ghbor hood devel opnent, |i ke
af fordabl e housing, requires |arge parcels of
| and to build upon.

However, given the still fragnented
ownership of much of the city's vacant property,
a thorough anal ysis nust be conducted to
determ ne where these opportunities are, to
strategically acquire properties, to assenble
| arger sites, and to ensure that these sites
aren't mstakenly sold off pieceneal.

We | ook forward to working with city
council and the adm nistration to ensure the
I npl enentation of today's |egislation yields the
best results for Philadel phia. Again, we're
excited to support Bill Nunber 240187, and thank
you for the opportunity to testify.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: Thank you so
much for your testinony. Before | open up for
questions, | just want to say that | ama product
of being in a famly of comunity gardens. M
grandna took care of eight gardens. She raised

14 children through those gardens, over a dozen
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grandchil dren and great-grandchildren through
those gardens. | watched her bring community
residents together through those gardens.

| saw her work with her community,
bring her community together, to be able to put
fresh food on our dinner table through community
gar dens.

And | say that, to say that |
understand the frustration, | understand the
i nportance, and | amgrateful for all of the work
that people |like Iglesias Gardens and
Counci | nrenber Brooks and her team have done, the
wor k that they have done in order to bring
attention to community gardens and the inportance
of themin nei ghborhoods, in poor neighborhoods
especially. So just wanted to say thank you.

Are there any questions fromthe
commttee nmenbers? The chair recognizes
Counci | renber Squill a.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  This is a
question for the Land Bank, | guess, Angel.
During the disposition policy, sonetinmes there
wer e sone chall enges on how | and is di sposed.

Is there sonmething that we coul d change
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in our land disposition policy that would then
make it easier to be able to either get a garden
out to sale or out to use or to be able to swap a
parcel that is private property, is in the mddle
of a currently used garden so that we could then
swap a parcel out so that we can nmake the garden
whol e again before being able to dispose of it?

MR. O DAWER  Certainly.

COUNCI LMEMBER LQZADA: Before you
respond, |I'd |ike to recognize Council menber
Jam e Gauthier, for a point of reference.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER: | wanted to
offer a point of information, and that's part of
the difficulty, is that our current
interpretation of the disposition policy is
aski ng gardens to take on a 30-year nortgage. So
it's very prohibitive to being able to do these
di spositions in the city. So that's a big part
of the challenge that we've been trying to work
around.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  That's why we
asked the question.

MR ODWER So the first, I'll take

your last point first. Land swaps aren't in the
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di sposition policy. So if |land swaps were in the
di sposition policy, it would allow us to actually
have a codified process. How do we determ ne
what properties are to be swapped and then do
that. But currently, |and swaps aren't an
opti on.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  So woul d t hat
be up to us?

MR. O DWER: Yeah. That's a
| egi sl ati ve change. So let ne just state that to
the point that Council person Gauthier was
mentioning. Prior to January 1st, 2020, when the
di sposition policy was changed. Prior to that,
garden di spositions were a nom nal transaction
from 2017 to 2019, Decenber 31st, garden
di sposition, as long as you were a nonprofit, it
was consi dered, you triggered the di scount piece.
So it was a nom nal transaction.

Nonprofit was just supposed to pay for
the closing costs. And that's why you saw a big
spi ke early on up until 2019, and then a drop
of f, because the disposition policy changed,
asking for a nortgage to be placed in

reinvestnent policies. That's in the disposition
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policy currently.

And then there's also an interpretation
fromthe | ast adm nistration when they issued an
executive order, also layering other issues that
the comm ssioner of public property have to
address. And that also got expanded to the
redevel opnent authority and the Land Bank. So
those are issues in terns of transfers.

| only bring that up because currently
the city of Philadel phiais still the |argest
| andhol der of all the agenci es.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  And the reason
I's, obviously, as we've been going through this
for years, we were able to dispose of them
earlier. Now, that recommendation and | and
di sposition policy that we have, was that done to
put protections in place? Wat was the whol e
point of that? Because it did nake it nore
difficult for us to nove these properties.

MR. O DAWER  Back in 2018 and ot her
times with city properties, there were certain
stories of people flipping side yards and
gardens. |'mnot saying that this group, but the

| egi sl ati on was reacti ve.
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COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  Protect us from
ourselves. |s that what you're saying?

MR ODWER No. | wouldn't say that.
| think you al so have to understand that from
2015 till now, vacant |and has appreci ated
exponentially. So it used to be a side yard.

The initial in 2015, if you |ooked at the side
yard disposition policy properties were assessed
at $35,000. In which case the intrinsic value of
the vacant land wasn't high. It did cost the
city nore noney to maintain it through PHS clip
and all that.

So the side yard program and garden
prograns were there to defray the cost to the
city to maintain vacant |and, which is a
liability. What happened during that tinme period
Is that the appreciable value of a lot of this
vacant land in certain districts has tripled.

Ri ght now, I'd have to tell you it's |ike 100, 000
to 150,000 for a vacant lot. The properties have
gotten a | ot nore val uable.

And agai n, when you put out a policy,
it's much nore. You're trying to address

everybody who would try to utilize that use, and
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It was determned that the city needed to protect
the asset so that you didn't see properties being
flipped.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  But is this an
interpretation thing or is it --

MR. O DAWER  There's an executive
order fromthe previous adm nistration, plus
there's conditional |anguage in the current
di sposition policy, says either or. So that
makes it conditional. Wen you couple that with
the executive order, it no | onger becones
conditional. And we ask for a | egal opinion that
executive order survives the previous
adm nistration. So that's where we're at with
this situation.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  So woul d there
be recommendations to Council on possible
| anguage change or |egislation that woul d make it
nore clear, so it's not an interpretation or?

MR. O DWER  Certainly.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  And | think
maybe, | know with a |ot of our colleagues, |
thi nk that woul d be sonet hi ng.

MR O DWER Yes. Trust me, we |ive
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with these policies every day. W have
recomendations. One thing | will say, too, is
in 2020, the disposition policy was attached to
t he ordi nance. So now you have it as a rule of
| aw, whereas the recommendati on was not to put
the disposition policy in the ordi nance,
therefore allowing flexibility for practical use
and i nplenentation of the policy. So those are
fundanental issues that have to be addressed in
the | egislation.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  And it's
sonet hing that the Land Bank be willing to work -

MR. O DWER  Certainly.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  -- with us to
make sure that we do that? And therefore,
because it does becone a big boondoggle as trying
to nove sone of these.

MR ODWER It certainly is.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  The Land Bank
was supposed to be to expedite the process.

MR ODWER | agree. | think the
ot her issue, which other nmenbers of the group

that have testified, one other issue is the
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transfer of title fromdifferent agencies. It
does take quite a bit, and | know t he counci l
menbers here have seen our resolutions conme in on
a nonthly basis, transferring properties from one
agency to the next just to do disposition, and
that inpacts all dispositions. Affordable
housi ng pl us open space.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA: Wl |, thank
you. |'mlooking forward to continue worKki ng
with you on that and hopefully having | egislation
that will then streamline this process to nmake it
easi er. Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: The chair
recogni zes Counci |l mrenber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHIER: | just want to
be on record expressing ny frustration about this
i ssue. We've been working around this, to ny
knowl edge, for over a year now. | think that
when you prioritize sonething and when you want
to get to yes, you find a way to do that. And
that's not what |'ve seen on this garden issue.

There are a lot of big players in this
city that we allow to get incentives and benefits

wi t hout the sanme anount of rigor that we want to
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put on nei ghborhood fol ks |ike Council nenber
Gaut hi er's grandnom or, other people in our
comunity that are just trying to operate a
comunity space. W approve KOZs. W approve
all kinds of benefits with noble causes for the
econom c growth of our city.

But if we val ue what gardeners are
doi ng, then we woul d place the sanme enphasis on
getting to yes. So | just don't buy the
explanation. And | think that if we care about
this issue as nuch as we have professed, that
we'll find a way to nmake it work.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: | have a
guestion about these restrictions that we're
putting on the applicants. Are we taking into
consi deration the anount of sweat equity that
t hey have invested, right? Yes.

This | and over tine has increased in
val ue, but have we respected the anount, the
financial burden that they have taken on in order
to clean up these spaces, to protect these
spaces, to revitalize themso that their
nei ghborhood is not blighted? Are we taking that

into consideration when we're putting these
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policies and all of these other restrictions in
pl ace for residents? Are we doing that?

MR O DWER No. Sweat equity isn't
factored into the valuation of the property
because all of them are nom nal transactions.

The issue here is what is the value of the
property and what will be the nortgage anount.
It's still a nomi nal transaction, so we convey it
out for a dollar. And it's not that the use
isn't allowable use. The issue now is whether
it's being a nortgage is being attached to it.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA:  Yeah. | think
that's a little disrespectful to residents,
right? They have taken on the responsibility of
ensuring that these spaces are clean and they're
safe and that they prevent fromcrinme from
happening in their neighborhood, right? And so
again, | speak from experience. No one, over the
course of 25, 30 years that ny famly, ny grandnma
took care of a lot. No one cane to say to her,
here's a rei nbursenent.

Now, she passed away wi thout ever
getting disposition of those |lots. Many people

ate off of those lots. The city didn't have to
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I nvest or do anything to maintain those |ots.
But the fact that residents are not even, that
their investnent is not even being considered or
respected is, we should really consider that when
we're creating policy, right? Wen we're
creating these processes in order to continue to
encourage residents to take ownership of spaces
like that in their comunity. And so | |ook
forward to continuing the conversation and
figuring out how we encourage residents to
participate in this type of work, but also that
we incentivize themand that we rei nburse them
for the investnent that they' ve nade.

Are there any other questions? Chair
recogni zes Counci | menber Br ooks.

COUNCI LMEMBER BROOKS: Thank you so
much. So PHDC reported that since 2021, the Land
Bank has noved forward with only 12 garden
di sposition. And there are 59 active applicants
from conmunity gardeners that have not gone to
settlenment. NGI, who you'll hear fromlater, has
simlar difficult experiences. | know that there
are a lot of factors that lead to this problem

and sone of themthat ny coll eagues have al so
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br ought up.

Can you tell us what do you think the
city council should do or the city should do to
break down these roadbl ocks fromgetting this
property into the hands of the gardeners?

MR O DWER | think delay on sone of
t hese dispositions was the negotiation on the
consistent terns on the nortgage in the note. So
the first issue was, should there be a nortgage
in the note that required input fromnmultiple
departnents? When that was determ ned, what's
the formof the nortgage in the note? Just this
past nonth, we had agreed to that.

| know that the Land Bank is noving
forward now that we have new | anguage to get
those projects to closing. So again, what |'I]
bring up is that the disposition policy prior to
2019 did not have a nortgage in the ordi nance or
the policy. It was a nom nal transaction. Since
then, and we're required to foll ow the ordi nance.
It requires a nortgage in a note.

And the previous adm nistration did
I ssue anot her | ayer of conpliance that we have to

follow So this body should choose to revert
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back to the 2019. Qur job is to follow that
or di nance.

COUNCI LMEMBER BROOKS: So after this
| egi sl ati on passes, what is the tineline that we
can tell the gardeners and our constituents who
reach out to us? What is the estimate for the
titles of the bank lien properties, to be clear?
And what is your estimate for when the gardens
Wi Il be conplete of this disposition process?

MR O DAWER  So you nean getting them
to settlenment?

COUNCI LMEMBER BROOKS:  Yeah. Like the
time for the titles to be cleared fromthis
property and then. Yeah. Wen can they expect
to?

MR ODWER | would have to sit down
with ny legal teamto get affirm nunber of dates,
and |'d be nore than happy to follow up with you
as to what that tineline would be.

COUNCI LMEMBER BROOKS: Yeah, it would
be hel pful because we have been working on this.
Counci | woman Gaut hier said a year, | think we
m ght be three or so years in the making, and it

woul d be nice to offer a tineline so we can firm
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up or let the gardeners know what's next. So ny
teamw |l be reaching out to see if we can get a
tinmeline on record to be able to have for them
| have questions for other people so far. M ke,
| have questions for you. Yes.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: Cone back up to
the mc. Yes.

MR MORAN: Hi.

COUNCI LMEMBER BROOKS: Good nor ni ng.

MR. MORAN. Good norni ng.

COUNCI LMEMBER BROOKS: So | want you to
tal k about what has it been the inpact in your
comuni ty around your particul ar garden that
you' re working at?

MR, MORAN. Well, it's fromall angles.
It's nultifaceted. So |I can speak to the, in a
sense, the peace and serenity that cones to the
nei ghbor hood by having the garden as a centra
point, but then just the effort that it takes to
produce or protect that piece that we're
creating, in terns of energy that we have to
divert to, in a sense, one burning fire to the
other, if you will, just to protect again that

peace and serenity. | think yeah.
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COUNCI LMEMBER BROCKS: So can you tel
me how has the lack of |and security inpacted
your garden and the work that you're able to
acconpl i sh?

MR. MORAN. That peace of m nd.

Not hi ng that we grow or build there has any rea
per manence until we own the land. |If we can grow
the nost food or build the biggest shed or
whatever. But if that land is taken up from
under us, then what have we done ot her than nmake
a few nenories, if you wll?

COUNCI LMEMBER BROCKS:  Counci | menber
Lozada talk if she tal ked about investnent. She
tal ked about the sweat equity, and | thought
about how many hours and tinme do you actual ly put
in a garden? And do you have an estimte of a
financial investnent that gardeners have done,
particularly at your garden?

MR. MORAN: And so the nunber in terns
of what it's taking us to secure the |and that we
have?

COUNCI LMEMBER BROOKS: Wien you're
wor ki ng right now --

MR MORAN: Yeah.
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COUNCI LMEMBER BROOKS: -- to continue
to take care of the garden, how nuch tinme do you
put in and the financial investnment?

MR MORAN. So I'Il speak on ny behal f.
But let that serve as a slice of a gardener's
life, if you will. | haven't earned a dollar
doing any of this, and |I've been in it for, if
sonme of y'all have heard in the sense, ny life
story. So, essentially personally |I've been
dealing with 30 years of land insecurity. But
now j ust focusing on the garden, this has been a
10-year journey, if you wll. And I'mgoing to
continue doing it.

Because we're here and we' re naki ng
progress. So that for nme is the paynent that |'m
going to in a sense, enbrace or be thankful for.
But overall, though, it is. I'min real estate
nyself, and it's a lot of work. It's a |lot.
It's an investnent and it's one of these things
where, | can sit here and say fromny and this is
nmy small business or ny involvenent in real
estate, | can expect that return because that's
in a sense of a business format.

Wiy can't | expect a return froma
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community format, where | invest into the
community where we grow these gardens and create
t hese spaces for people? W should all be
enriched through that in terns of community w se
and spiritually and nentally, etc. There's also,
agai n, the peace of m nd aspect.

These nei ghbor hoods, they have a rough
background and sonme of the reasons that we have
vacant |lots there now are because of those tough
tinmes, if you will. And now!| have a son. He's
a nine-year-old. And one of ny concerns wth him
Is just, or ny main concern is just | ook both
ways when you cross the street because of that
garden. He'll conme out and he'll ask ne, "Hey,
dad, can | go to the garden?" "Go on, buddy.

At nine years old, | feel that nuch at
peace because of the anmount of in a sense of
sweat equity. Not only that |, but all ny
comunity nenbers. Al of ny neighbors have
contributed to the space. So |I know that that
safety, it's exponential in the sense that it
crosses the street and keeps expanding in that

ki nd of way.
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COUNCI LMEMBER BROCKS: Thank you so
much for your testinony, M ke.

MR. MORAN. | appreciate. Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER BROOKS: Next, Jenny
Greenberg. Thank you for comng out. You
menti oned that between 2015 and 2019, the NGI
acquired 44 parcels at 13 gardens fromthe city
| andhol di ng agenci es. But since 2020, we haven't
been able to acquire a single |ot.

What is the inpact of gardens not being
able to acquire lots? And what does the city
stand to lose if we do not quickly address this
br oken process?

M5. GREENBERG  Sure. Once we're able
to secure title for a garden, we're able to
insure it and to raise noney to invest in the
physical infrastructure, which really helps. W
were just tal king about the sweat equity. The
gardeners are always going to be doing that hard
work on the ground. But there are things we can
do to enhance the infrastructure once we know the
garden i s preserved.

Things like installing a dedicated

water line, fencing, a tool shed, raised beds.
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W' ve been doing nore and nore work with, Iike,
doubl e hi gh, beds for aging gardeners, ADA
accessi bl e pat hways, making sure the sidewal ks
are safe.

| woul d say on average, once a garden
is preserved, we'll often | everage $30,000 to
$40,000 to invest to really just anplify the
benefits that the garden can provide |ong-term
The anmount of crops they're grow ng, of having a
sitting area. So people, after they weed their
garden, they stay and hang around and talk to
their neighbors at the garden. Al of these
I nvest nents shape how people are able to benefit
fromthe spaces.

COUNCI LMEMBER BROCKS: Thank you so
much. One other question for Mm MKenzie. Qur
community garden is able to navigate the process
of protecting their gardens w thout |egal advice
or representation. And is this a process that is
accessi bl e to normal Phil adel phi ans who have
ot her jobs and need to spend tinme working in
their comrunity gardens?

M5. McKenzie: The Law Center woul d

| i ke nothing nore than to have this process for
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communi ty gardens be so user friendly that we
coul d shut down that part of our operation. But
we're definitely not there at the nonent. Just
to give you a few exanples, the application for a
community garden to apply for a parcel. It's an
application that's designed for devel opers.

We get |lots of questions from gardeners
about, "Well, what does this nean? Do | have to
answer this? Do | have to do this?" There's no
application for |eases. Like, not every garden,
especi ally maybe a brand-new garden, is ready to
take on ownership, but a | ease woul d nmake a big
difference. But there's not an application for
that easily accessible.

And then, of course, if and when you
actually go through the process and you get to
settl enment, the docunentation is overwhel mng, |
think, for a lot of conmmunity nenbers. And so we
answer |ots of questions about this 30-year
nortgage, the note, what does it nean? Wat's
the liability? What are the risks? How do we
navi gate maki ng sure we're not in violation of
the nortgage terns and risk |osing the | and?

So at the nmonent, there are | ots of
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ways that the Law Center supports community
gardeners and gardens, but | do think there's a
| ot nore that could be done to make the process
nore accessible. The Law Center can al ways be
there as a backstop, but it would be wonderf ul
not to have to spend that kind of tinme when
there's a way to nake it nore accessible.

COUNCI LMEMBER BROCKS: Thank you so
much for your testinony.

COUNCI LMEMBER LQOZADA: Are there any
ot her questions? There being none, wll the
clerk please call the first panel? W have to
testify for Bill Nunmber 240383.

THE CLERK: For Bill Nunber 240383, we
have Melissa Scott, Eric Fitzgerald Reed, Getjen
Cl ausi ng, Ranses Montes, Zarina Lonmax, and
Shel l ey Wl fe.

(Wtnesses approached witness table.)

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA:  Good nor ni ng.
Thank you for being with us today. Please state
your nane for the record and begin your
testi nony.

M5. SCOTIT: Melissa Scott, CIO for the

city's innovation and technol ogy departnent.

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Public Property and Public Wrks
05/ 22/ 2024

50

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

5/22/24 - PUBLIC - BILL 240187, ETC

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA:  Begi n your
testi nony.

MR. REED: Eric Fitzgeral d Reed,

Veri zon, State Governnent Affairs. D d you hear
that? |Is that better? Eric Fitzgerald Reed,
Verizon, State CGovernnent Affairs for

Pennsyl vani a.

COUNCI LMEMBER LQZADA: Thank you for
being with us. Begin your testinony.

M5. SCOTT: Thank you. Good afternoon.
Chair Menber Lozada, Vice Chair Squilla, and
menbers of the public Property & Public Wrks
Committee. | am Melissa Scott, chief information
officer for the Ofice of Innovation and
Technology. | amjoined today by Steve Robinson,
AT s chief of staff and nmenbers of the city's
| aw departnment, Rachel Rosser, Senior Attorney,
and John G bson, Assistant Gty Solicitor. | am
pl eased to provide testinony on Bill 240383.

The City of Philadel phia's Verizon's
franchi se agreenent renewal. For background the
proposed Verizon franchi se agreenment is a renewal
of a 2009 agreenent that expired February 26,
2024, and has been extended to August 25, 2024.
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The | egi sl ati on before you, has a new
renewal agreenent of five years which will ensure
that Verizon will continue to provide cable video
service to Phil adel phia subscribers while
continuing to pay the city the nmaxi nrum franchi se
fees permtted by federal |aw of five percent of
gross revenues. | will go into nore detail about
the agreenment itself.

However, | did want to share one of the
key highlights of this agreenent, which is we
wi Il have the opportunity to purchase up to one
G gabyte fiber broadband service for at |east 183
recreation centers and ot her Phil adel phia Parks
and rec locations, with all of these sites to be
connected within 24 nonths. So how do we get to
this agreenent that is before you today for
consi deration?

In accordance with federal I aw,
traditional cable TV operations nust negotiate
franchi se agreenents wth | ocal governnents, also
known as Local Franchising Authorities, or LFA,
for access to governnent-controlled rights of way
for the installation and maintenance of the cable

operator's system and infrastructure.
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I n exchange for access to the right-of-
ways, cable operators nmay pay franchise fees to
the LFA and nust neet conditions negotiated by
the franchi se agreenent. After extensive
negoti ati ons spanni ng over the |ast three years,
the city and Verizon have agreed on several major
terms for renewal of the franchise agreenent.
The agreenent is structured in three parts,
consi sting of three separate agreenents.

The first part is the cable franchise
agreenent, which includes franchise fees and the
publ i c educati on governnment support, also known
as PEG Two separate agreenents covering two
institutional networks, also known as | NET. The
city is seeking to obtain fromVerizon |it and
dark fi ber.

I nstitutional networks generally neans
a system of dedicated fibers, coaxial cables or
Wi res constructed and mai ntai ned by an i ncunbent
cable provider, in this case Verizon, which is
reserved and dedicated for city noncomerci al
pur poses. The franchi se agreenent consists of
the followng. The term the proposed renewal

franchi se agreenent is for a five-year term
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The franchi se fees, the renewed
franchi se fees provides the nmaxi nrum al | owabl e
franchi se fees under federal |aw of five percent
of total gross cable revenues. Historically,
based on the |ast five years, Verizon franchise
fees are anticipated to bring an average of 6.7
mllion into the general fund annually. There's
al so a 500K grant for OT to fund technol ogy
initiatives associated with the use of dark
fiber.

Then we have the PEG support where
Verizon will provide the city with a total of
eight mllion in grants for PEG financial support
to be paid in an annual installnent over five
years of 1.6 mllion per year. The city wll
det erm ne, based on need, how to distribute the
PEG paynent anong PhillyCAM public access, school
di strict educational access, and PHL 64
governnental access. The additional benefits are
as follows. There's a managed service | NET
agr eenent .

The city has negotiated terns and the
proposed franchi se agreenent for two distinct

| NET agreenents, a lit broadband and a dark fi ber
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INET. The lit services provide the city the
opportunity to purchase up to one G gabyte fi ber
br oadband service for at |east 183 recreation
centers and ot her Phil adel phia parks and rec
|l ocations. All sites to be connected within 24
nont hs.

Lit services provide the opportunity
for access for community enpl oynent searches,
access to online governnent services, continuing
adul t education, and support student academ c
enrichment. The dark fiber | NET agreenent neans
fiber optic infrastructure that is not yet |lit or
in current use by Verizon.

The city, rather than Verizon, wll
pur chase, mai ntain, and operate the equi pnent
required to light the fiber for use by the city
incity related network access and
conmuni cations. Verizon will continue to own and
mai ntain the fiber. Dark fiber provides the
opportunity for potentially up to 2000 vi deo
caneras citywde installing the caneras in high
crime, frequent gun violence, and illegal short
dunpi ng ar eas.

Expanding the city's network, avoid the
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use of tenporary makeshift w ring, stringing
fi ber cables on trees and pol es al ong t he parkway
i n Fairmount Park during various events. So
ultimately, this agreenent is advantageous for
all citizens of Phil adel phia and it addresses the
grow ng i nportance of broadband connectivity and
narrow ng the disparity between individuals who
have online access to information and resources
and those who do not.

The digital gap pertains to the
I nequity in technol ogy and internet access, which
can i npede individuals and comunities fromfully
engagi ng in contenporary econony and society.

Br oadband service is an influential instrunent
for bridging the digital gap and pronoting
devel opnment in major urban areas such as

Phi | adel phi a.

By ensuring universal access to high-
speed internet, we can foster a nore equitable
soci ety and access to econonm c opportunity for
all individuals. That concludes ny testinony.

W are available to answer any questions you nay
have. Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA:  Thank you for
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your testinony.

MR. REED: Good norning. Council nmenber
Lozada, acting as chair, obviously Vice Chair
Squilla, and nenbers of the council of the Public
Property & Public Wirks Conmmttee. M nane is
Eric Fitzgerald Reed and | | ead Verizon's public
policy and state governnent affairs here in
Pennsyl vani a.

I'"'malso joined by Marie Lasota, who is
Verizon counsel, and also Paul Trane, who is
Verizon's external counsel as well. Today I'm
providing this testinony to express support for
the renewal of Verizon's cable franchise in the
city of Philadelphia, and this is in reference to
Bi |l Nunmber 240383. This particular cable
franchise is a five-year agreenent that begins
upon the execution into the agreenent by the
parties this year and will run through 2029.

This renewal allows Verizon to continue
to provide cable television service throughout
the entire city to all residential dwelling units
with the opportunity to provide cable service to
busi nesses as well. One inportant facet of the

overarching franchi se renewal agreenent is the
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opportunity to enhance broadband access and
pronote digital inclusion to conmunities
t hroughout the city.

Verizon will provide broadband I nternet
access to 183 city owned recreation centers
within two years of the franchise effective date,
and up to 261 additional city owned properties at
the city's discretion through an | NET,
institutional network agreenent. The renewal
franchise clearly makes the INET a naterial term
of the renewal franchise and as such, the INET is
subject to all renedies of enforcenent.

These enforcenent tools were required
by the city to ensure Verizon's conpliance in
providing the I NET services. The renedies in
this franchise include a $3 mllion performance
bond, |iqui dated damages of $1,000 a day, and up
to revocation of this particular franchise.

To put the speed and capabilities of
t hese broadband connections at recreation centers
I nto perspective, consider the use cases of these
enhanced connections that will support an online
experience for nmultiple users and devi ces

connected to the network at the sane time. This
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means that nunerous students can access
educational tools, easily streamvideos, and
downl oad and upl oad assi gnnents.

Residents will be able to conduct
tel ehealth consultations with their physicians or
participate in renote job interviews.
Additional ly, robust connectivity fromdark fiber
optics provided by Verizon at the recreation
centers can be used to support other city
technology initiatives such as caneras and LED
smart lighting for resident safety around city
owned corri dors.

Col l ectively, this partnership
represents a uni que opportunity to | everage
br oadband and technol ogy assets to pronote better
outcomes in conmmunities across the city.
Broadband i nternet access at the recreation
centers will cover all 10 city council districts
and the build out period for the INET will be two
years.

The connectivity at the recreation
centers will be available to residents on a
rolling basis as they are conpl eted, and at | east

100 recreation centers will be conpleted within
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the first 12 nonths of this franchi se. In

addition to the benefits of the INET, there is

also a $8 mllion in support from Verizon to fund

PEG public education and governnent access
channel s.

There is also a $500, 000 technol ogy
grant to help fund city technol ogy focused
initiatives including public safety, digital
equity, and Smart City efforts. Under the terns
of the cable franchi se agreenent, the city
determ nes and has conpl ete discretion over how
these 8.5 mllion in funds wll be used, not
Verizon. Finally, Verizon is required to pay
five percent of its gross video revenue to the

city as part of the franchise renewal.

These franchise fees will produce and
provide mllions of dollars in revenue to the
city and each year of the franchise. | want to

thank this commttee and your coll eagues on the
council for your consideration of this franchise
renewal . Verizon | ooks forward to partnering
with the city on this unique effort to connect
and enhance the digital |lives of residents and

comuni ti es throughout Phil adel phia. Thank you
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and we'l|l be available for questions as well.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: Thank you for
your testinony. And just like we did the other
panel, 1'll ask you guys to sit back and then
bring the rest of those who are testifying, and
we'l |l ask questions at the end. Getjen.

(Wtnesses approached wi tness table.)

THE CLERK: Gretjen O ausing and Ranses
Mont es.

M5. CLAUSING Good norning. M/ nane
Is Getjen Causing. |'mthe executive director
of PhillyCAM the nonprofit that has proudly run
Phi | adel phia's public access television station
since we began cabl ecasting in 20009.

Supporters of public access have a | ong
and storied history of comng to this body to
testify on the inportance of public access and
the vital role conmunity nedia centers play in
connecting us to one another through nedia making
and sharing stories. 1'mgoing off script a
little bit just because it was so nice to be here
this norning while you're tal ki ng about comunity
gardens, because that public access is simlar to

how we operate to community space.
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And when we were fighting for public
access, we tal ked about it as an el ectronic park.
So it just feels really fitting that we were here
this norning along with community gardeners.

Si nce we opened our doors, PhillyCAM has trained
over 4,000 people in nedia nmaki ng and who have
gone on to produce over 20,000 hours of [ ocal
tel evi sion and radi o progranmm ng.

The broadcast content produced by our
menbers is a powerful denonstration of how with
equi tabl e access to educational opportunities,
medi a maki ng tools, and distribution platforns,
communities are able to tell inportant stories,
and share vital information to pronote
sust ai nabl e and healthy communities, celebrate
arts and culture, and support organi zations
wor ki ng for econom ¢ and social justice.

Phi | | yCAM and our col | eagues operati ng
Phi | adel phi a's governnment and educational access
channel s work hard every day to ensure that these
platforns contribute inportant information and
bri ng unheard perspectives on critical issues
into conversations that inpact our city. But

none of this would be possible w thout cable
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franchi se agreenents that include strong
commtnents to public, |ocal, governnment, and
educational, the PEG channel s.

These agreenents ensure that we have
the critical funding necessary to support our
servi ces and guarantee that these conpani es serve
the public interest by providing cable channels
on their systens infrastructure the sanme as any
commercial channel. It is for this reason that
I'"'mhere to testify to support the Verizon
franchi se agreenent outlined in Bill 240383.

Franchi se agreenents dictate the terns
in which tel ecom conpanies |ike Verizon and
Contast are able to use the public right-of-way
to operate their business. |In return, they
commt to providing access to cable channels and
fundi ng for PEG channels such as PhillyCAM
Phillygov TV, and the School District of
Phi | adel phi a's educati onal channel, PSTV.

In this newy negotiated agreenent,
Verizon commts to pay eight mllion over the
termof this five-year agreenent. The franchise
al so includes the addition of five dedicated high

-definition PEG channels for the PEG operators,
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and Verizon will pay $500,000 to a technol ogy
fund for digital equity efforts, Smart City
prograns and public safety initiatives and ot her
uses determ ned by the comm ssioner.

We proudly support this agreenent and
t hank Counci | menber Lozada and Counci | menber
Squilla and all of you on the public property
commttee, Mayor Cheryl Parker, O T chief of
staff, and all the others in OT, the |aw
departnent, and City Solicitor Rachel Rosser for
conpl eting these negotiations on a positive note.
It is a clear denonstration that the city of
Phi | adel phi a supports civic engagenent and the
role that public access nedia plays in
strengt heni ng our comunity.

Phi |l | yCAM nenbers are the |ifebl ood of
our city's unique story. Qur prograns preserve
and cel ebrate local culture, traditions, and
hi story, providing a platformfor your
constituents to share and docunment their |ives
and foster a sense of identity and pride. Mre
than ever, inclusive, participatory nedia is
inmportant as it enriches public discourse and

st rengt hens denocracy.
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Wt hout the support of city council and
the city adm nistration, our nenbers, nany of
them here, including PhillyCAM s staff at board,
joining ne today, would not be able to support
the production and stories they |ove. And our
city is a better place because PhillyCAM nenbers
are part of it. So thank you for your tinme and
consi derati on.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA:  Thank you for
your testinony.

MR. MONTES: Hey, how s it going,
everybody? M nane is Ranses Montes. |I'ma
Phi | | yCAM nenber and youth instructor. [|'m about
24 years old. So for alnost a decade, so for a
third of ny life, ny nmenbership at PhillyCAM has
been a prom se that 1'll always have not just a
pl ace, but a community where | can create and
feel safe. As a teenager, PhillyCAM not only
provided me wth skills and opportunities that I
apply today, | could go there and di scuss i deas
with adults that actually cared and took ne
seriously.

And it was a place that | knew that |

woul dn't face the sane degree of judgnent and
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scrutiny that | may face, |ike wearing these sane

cl ot hes, wal ki ng down the street as a queer

I ndi vidual especially as a teenager, | was hard

to just find anywhere where it was |ike, all

these different things try to tell nme what | am

what | should be doing, and things |ike that.
Moving forward in life, PhillyCAM

continued to provide ne with experiences to help

nme find enpl oynent and just support nyself

psychologically as well as financially. |

dr opped out of college, and | was like, "I'm
never going to anount to anything in life. [|'m
never going to do anything." And just |ast year,
| had ny first real journalismjob. [|'mactually

getting a degree now, and |I'mdoing all these
wonder ful and amazi ng t hi ngs.

Because people at Phill yCAM were |i ke,
“I don't believe that about you. | don't believe
that you don't have anything to give. | don't

believe that it's done, that you're over. You're

only 19." And now that |I'm ol der, now that |
have to take |ife nore seriously, |'mabout to be
25. |I'mabout to be 30. PhillyCAM provides ne,
like | said, | was an instructor. So a couple
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nont hs back, it just ended in March, | was
teaching a radi o show called Hear Us Qut.

And it was a bunch of teenagers just
li ke me when | was that age, when | was 18, 19,
and | was teaching them And that's really why I
went back to college, because | was like life
isn't over. Maybe the climate is going to
expl ode, but | can still do sonmething. You know
what |'m sayi ng?

And it's like, just even ne being 24,
bei ng exposed to these kids, it was amazing. And
| get to teach classes fromtine to tine in
Kensi ngton and the library, MVeigh library --
McPherson. |'mdrawi ng McPherson Library. Yeah,
stuff like that. And it's just amazing. Not
just because it's sonmething to put on a resune,
but it really actually inproves ny life. And it
makes nme feel | live in Philly physically. Yeah.

All | have to say is | just hope that
Phi | | yCAM can conti nue being this sanctuary where
Phi | adel phians fromall wal ks of Iife can cone
t oget her and make sonet hi ng beautiful happen.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA:  Thank you for

your testinony. Zahara and Shell ey.
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M5. CLAUSING Serena wasn't able to
conme, so it's just going to be Shelley.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA:  Ckay.

M5. WOLFE: Good norni ng.

COUNCI LMEMBER LQZADA: Good norni ng.

Pl ease state your nanme for the record and begin
your testinony.

M5. WOLFE: Good nor ni ng,
counci |l mrenbers. M nane is Shelley Wlfe. As a
dedi cat ed Phil adel phia resident, | am grateful
for the efforts of negotiating the renewal of the
Verizon franchi se agreenent. Your commitnent to
this community and is truly very conmendabl e in
nmovi ng this forward.

| currently serve as the executive
director for PSTV, the educational channel for
the School District of Philadel phia, and as the
vi ce president of the board for PhillyCAM For
the last 26 years, | have w tnessed the profound
ef fects of PEG access, community access centers
across the country.

These platfornms are not just inportant,
but they are critical to fostering denocracy,

transparency, and wor kforce devel opnent and
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comuni ty engagenent, inspiring us all to do nore
in our community. PhillyCAM PSTV, and the ot her
E&G | i neups are nore than just channels. They
are lifelines to our community. They provide |ow
cost-free access to equi pnent enrichnent
training, youth prograns, internships, workforce
devel opnment opportunities, and a platformfor
| ocal voices.

For an exanple, a recent PhillyCAM
vi deo project on sexual abuse in the restaurant
I ndustry, produced by Spani sh speakers, won a
national award hi ghlighting the inportance of
accessi ble nedia for marginalized communiti es.
At PSTV, we too equip our youth with the digital
I ndustry experience and skills needed to shape
our future | eaders.

One of our students recently had
recei ved the Gates Schol arship and through that
they went on to pursue a career in education at
NYU and is now taking on a doctorate at UPenn and
provides credit to PSTV for her success while
continuing to provide training to our young
peopl e.

| have anot her student who was with us
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fromthe tine he was in 9th grade, who | recently
hired in the |ast year and a half to now go out
and teach the students as he once was, in our
Phi | adel phia School District and giving back to
the students in the classroom PSTV al so ensures
transparency by covering our |ocal school board
nmeetings and working with over 1,000 students
annually in the schools as well as outside at rec
centers and ot her | ocations.

So introducing themto these nedia
careers and pathways with our partnerships with
| ocal educational institutions and industry
partners, these enhanced opportunities and career
pat hways, changing |ives every day. Your support
for the Verizon franchise renewal and agreenent
is an investnment in our conmunity. It sustains
critical resources |ike PhillyCAM and PSTV, al ong
with the other E&G channels.

Hel ping us to bridge the technol ogica
di vide and buil ding a nore equitable econony.
Again, | want to thank you all for your tine,
your dedication and unwavering support. W
appreciate the work that you are doing to ensure

that our students and our conmmunity nenbers can
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cone together and have their voices heard in a
way that creates positive inpact not just for our
communi ty, but for our students. Thank you very
much, conm ssioners.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA:  Thank you for
your testinony. | just have one question for
Verizon that | want to put on the record. [|I'm
real ly happy or excited about all of our rec
centers being connected or having the opportunity
to have connectivity because | think that it's no
secret that when fol ks have the capacity to be
able to connect, they are able to receive the
necessary resources and connect with prograns
that would inpact themand their quality of life.

And so I'"'mreally excited about all of
that. Melissa, in your testinony you nentioned
that the 183 recreation centers would be able to
have access over the course of 24 nonths and that
there wll be an additional 440 sites. But |
think that there's sone -- Council nenber, was it
you who said that there were maybe 200
additional. | just want to nmake sure that we're
clear is it --

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA: 261

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Public Property and Public Wrks
05/ 22/ 2024

71

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

5/22/24 - PUBLIC - BILL 240187, ETC

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: The 200 plus or
is it 400 plus additional sites that will be able
to provide connectivity to.

M5. SCOTT: So the total altogether is
400 sites altogether.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA:  200.

M5. SCOTT: Yeah, additional 200.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  It's 261.

MR. REED: It's 261 additional centers.
So 261 plus 183, 444.

COUNCI LMEMBER LCOZADA:  And then ny only
ot her question is, howw Il those set, for the
record, and | know that we had this conversation,
before | ask the question, let ne just say thank
you to everyone who has been invol ved i n maki ng
sure that this agreenent has gotten to where it
Is today. | know that |I've only been here for
about 16 nonths, and since | wal ked in the door,
this agreenent has been a topic of conversation.

And so there's been a | ot of
conversations happening, a |lot of negotiations
happening. And | know that all of this decision
t hat have been nmade in the best interest of

community residents, of progranm ng, of workers,
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and for the city of Philadel phia. So thank you
to everybody that has done their part in making
sure that we are where we are today. How will
those sites be selected and prioritized? WII
council have a say in those sites?

Is it a decision that the
adm ni stration will make? Have these deci sions
al ready been made? Can either of you speak to
t hat ?

MR. REED: Sure, | can speak to that.
So basically, it's going to be two phases, and
this is being driven by the engineering. So
there's going to be sone recreation centers that
just need a light touch in terns of being ready
for service, and there's others that wll need,
"Il say, a nore intense focus or may need nore
| ove so to speak. So that's how we nade those
determ nations, purely based on the engi neeri ng.

As | said, we're going to do this on a
rolling basis. W'Ill have 100 of themin phase 1
community centers that are going to be [it with
broadband service. Like | said, based on the
engi neering, but it's across all 10 council

districts.
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So we really wanted to be intentional
about being careful about digital equity, nmaking
sure that every council district has at | east
sonme formof service at the centers that
resi dents can use throughout the entire city.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: Thank you. And
as part of the agreenent, as the work is being
done, as the lines, the fiber optics are being
laid, howw Il comunity residents be inpacted in
their nei ghborhoods? Residents are saying
there's an agreenent that's being discussed. |If
and when they cone into our neighborhoods, wl|l
we be inpacted as the work is being done?

M5. SCOTT: Well, it really helps with
the digital divide. A lot of residents actually
don't have access to high broadband service. So
this allows themthe opportunity to go to rec
centers to conplete educational activities. It
provi des the opportunity for seniors to go and be
able to maybe sonething as sinple as pay their
bill online rather than comng all the way down
into center city. So it really extends the
opportunity for programm ng, educationa

resources for our youth within the communities,
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whi ch they currently do not have access to.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: Thank you. The
chair recogni zes Counci | menber Driscoll

COUNCI LMEMBER DRI SCOLL: Thank you,
Madam Chair. | don't have a question. | just
have a coment. | just want to congratul ate
Melissa and the O T, your team city's council,
city's outside council. Eric, you know your team
and all that you've done. | know there's been a
| ong process. | know we've had a | ot of asks,
but that's our job, right? And | think this is a
nodel for public private partnership. And |
guess ny final thought is, let's get this thing
done.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOQZADA: Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Harrity.

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY: |, too, want to
commend you guys on putting this together. For
me, it's about the kids and them having access to
be able to do their honmework in line with just
i ke every other kid' s doing.

W tend to take things for granted,

t hose of us who have internet access and not

realizing that some people in our city, nostly in
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nei ghbor hoods |i ke mne, are not able to afford
it. Nowthat we will be giving it to them |
think that it will bring the whol e nei ghborhood
up. It's amazing. | worked for Senator Street
and traveled the state. |It's anmazing that there
are places in the state of Pennsylvani a where
there i s no broadband what soever.

And that just shocked ne when | found
it out. So I'mglad to see that we're going
through. [I'ma big eGnes person, even though I
don't play them but ny kids do and other Kkids
do. And they're able to get scholarships for
Di vision | school now and actually nmake noney
pl ayi ng video ganes. And | think we need nore of
that in the rec centers.

And by doing this, we're going to be
able to put nore of that in our rec centers,
because the bottomline is, not every kid' s into
sports nowadays. | got a 300-pound 14-year-old
at hone. 1'd love himto play football, but he
wants nothing to do with it. But you give hima
conputer and he can do whatever you want. So we
have to neet these kids where they're at, and

this is part of that. So thank you, guys. And
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thank you to the legal for working this out.

And we appreciate you and | ook forward
to noving this forward. But ny one question is,
when you're putting in the systens, will there be
di sruptions to the park areas?

MR. REED: Could you just provide sone
clarity?

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY: Putting lines.
Do you have to run lines and stuff through the
fields or anything like that?

MR. REED: We don't think there's going
to be nmuch disruption in terns of getting the
infrastructure to the centers. | know that we're
going to be working hand-in-hand to nake sure we
get the proper permts with the various
permtting agencies. But at this tinme, we don't
anticipate any disruptions to the rec center that
may have ot her progranm ng going on during this
peri od.

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY: And when's it
going to start? Wen is this?

MR. REED: Upon effective date of when
the agreenent is actually --

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY: Cot it.
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MR. REED: -- executed.

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY:  Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: Chair recogni zes
Counci | nrenber Jam e.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER:  Thank you,
Madam Chair. Simlar coments. | just wanted to
commend the adm n and everyone invol ved, Verizon,
Phi | | yCAM on reachi ng an agreenent that's so
beneficial for our community. |'mgrateful for
the level of PEG grants. W love PhillyCAM W
want to make sure that they continue to be
supported. We also know that this funding
supports Channel 64, so that nmeans ny dad can
conti nue watching ne on here. Hi, Dad.

And it's really beneficial in terns of
access for our community. And | love the rec
center piece because rec centers should be pl aces
of recreation, but noreover, should be places of
opportunity, and that helps us to get there for
our young peopl e and beyond. So congratul ations
to everyone who worked on this. Thank you.

MR. REED: Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: Chair recogni zes

Counci | menber Young.
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COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you, Madam
Chair. Good norning. Just a couple quick
guestions. Can you descri be what opportunities
are out there and what the PEG grants go toward
so fol ks know what type of things that are being
f unded?

M5. SCOTT: So the PEG grant is divided
into three areas. 800k goes to PhillyCAM 400 to
the school districts television network, and then
the other 400 goes to PHL 64.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you.

M5. SCOTT: You're wel cone.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  For the 500k
grant associated with dark fiber use. Can you
describe to us what the city has in mnd for that
500k?

M5. SCOTT: So the 500k can go to
anything regarding dark fiber. So a great
exanpl e of that would be 2026 events. And |
mentioned in ny testinony as hangi ng wires and
trees and just having really not a great
presentation to our city when we have guests cone
in. But it will be a great opportunity for us to

actually connect to dark fiber and have nore of
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sustai nable infrastructure in order to have
connectivity during these various events.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you. |
want to echo the sentinents of ny col | eagues
about how thrilled we are that our rec centers
wi || have access to broadband. But | do have a
question about the capacity. | do recall that
it's 1G per rec center.

Could you tell us, or can you quantify
what that |ooks |ike? How nmany users at one
time? The type of activities they can do at that
particular rec center with that 1G?

M5. SCOTT: Sure. So currently, the
rec centers actually have internet service, but
their Internet service is simlar to, | give the
exanpl e of a garden hose. This particul ar
franchi se agreenment will robust into high-speed
br oadband service, which will be equivalent to a
fire hydrant.

So if you think about the pressure and
water that is comng out of a water hose versus a
fire hydrant, now you can have nore individuals
accessing the internet at higher speeds and

hi gher rates. So you'll have | ess of those
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scenari os where they go in to use conputer and
they can't access. Maybe it's sonething where
it's a lot of students accessing a particular
net wor K.

It will provide themthe opportunity
where all of themw ||l be able to access it at

one tine. So we can always increase one

G gabytes. According to the contract, right now,

they're going to install one G gabyte. But if

there's any chance that we need to increase nore,

we do have the opportunity to do that as well.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you, Madam

Chair.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA:  Are there any
ot her questions? Thank you so nuch for your
testi nony.

M5. SCOTT: Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: W I the clerk
pl ease read the nanes of the first panel to
testify this norning on Bill Nunber 240435?

THE CLERK: The next panelist is
Patrick Livingston, testifying on 240435.

(Wtness approached witness table.)

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: For the record,
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I'"d also like to note that for Bill Nunber
240383, there was an anmendnent that was
circulated in a sinple clerical era anendnent
just noting that a page was out of order. So |
just want to nake sure that there was a sinple
anmendnent made to that bill. Thank you for being
with us this norning. Please state your nane for
the record and begin your testinony.

MR. LI VINGSTON: Patrick Livingston.
Good norni ng, Chairperson Lozada and nenbers of
the commttee of Public Property & Public Wrks.
My nane is Patrick Livingston. |'mthe rea
estate operations adm nistrator of the Departnent
of Public Property, and |'"'mhere to testify in
favor of Bill Nunmber 240435.

Aut hori zing the Departnent of Public
Property on behalf of the Gty of Philadel phia to
acquire fee sinple title or a |lesser real estate
interest to all or a portion of the Iand | ocated
at the property known as 121 to 25 East Chelten
Avenue. On behalf of the Phil adel phia Depart nent
of Public Health, DPP is requesting to purchase
121 to 25 East Chelten Ave, for the expansion of
Heal t hcare Center 9.
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The expansi on woul d consi st of
installing an el evator on the side of the
bui |l di ng for patient conveni ence and
accessibility purposes. Qur health centers
provide primary care services directly when the
private sector is unable or unwilling to do so,
and it is inportant that we inprove these
facilities whenever possible.

Deened surplus and vacant, our partners
recei ved board approval |ast nonth to convey
these three parcels to the city. After a handful
of years of pursuing these specific parcels, we
are thrilled to have the opportunity to acquire
121 to 25 East Chelten Ave on behalf of PDPH to
install a nuch-needed el evator. Pursuant to
Section 16-202 of the Home Rule Charter, | filed
with the chief clerk of council an independent
apprai sal of the value of such real estate. The
Departnment of Public Property supports this
measure and accordingly, | respectfully ask that
the city council approve Bill Nunmber 240435. [|'m
requesting a suspension of all roles so as to
allow for the first reading at the next session

of Council. Thank you, and |I'm happy to answer

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Public Property and Public Wrks
05/ 22/ 2024

83

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

5/22/24 - PUBLIC - BILL 240187, ETC
any questions you nmay have.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: Thank you for
your testinony. Are there any questions for this
W tness? Thank you for being wth us today.

WIIl the Cerk please read the bill or
pl ease call the panel for Bill Nunber 240303.

THE CLERK: Next speaker for Bil
Nunber 240303 is Noell e Marconi

(Wtness approached witness table.)

COUNCI LMEMBER LQOZADA: Good nor ni ng.

M5. MARCONI: Good norning, Chairperson
Lozada and nenbers of the Public Property
Committee. M nane is Noella Marconi and I'mthe
director of legislative affairs for the
Departnment of Streets. Wth ne today is Tom
Morrow, city plans officer for the Cty Plans
Engineer. | amhere to offer testinony on Bill
Nunber 240303 i ntroduced by Chairperson Lozada.

This bill authorizes acceptance of the
grant to the city of two certain areas |ocated on
either side of Hunting Park Avenue and extendi ng
froma point approxinmately 345 feet east of
Wi t aker Avenue to a point approximately 186

further eastward therefrom as sl oped easenents.
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These sl ope easenents are required to facilitate
a streets departnent project to renpbve an
exi sting bridge which carries Hunting Park Avenue
over a former railroad |ine.

The space underneath the bridge will be
filled in and the roadway reconstructed with
additional fills sloping up on either side to
support and protect the roadway. This is an
adm ni stration ordi nance submtted by the
Departnent of Streets. Departnent of Street
supports this proposed ordi nance and recomends
it to the coomittee for favorable action.

Thank you for the opportunity to
testify today. 1'd be pleased to answer any
qgquestions you may have.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: Thank you for
your testinony. Are there any questions from any
menbers of the commttee? The chair recognizes
Counci | renber Young.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you, Madam
Chair. W currently owns the | and?

MR. MORROWN The land on either side of
Hunti ng Park Avenue is currently owned by PECO,
Phi | adel phia El ectric Conpany.
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COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG And is there a
fee the city will be paying for this easenent.

MR. MORROW That's still being worked
out by the |aw departnent. M understanding is
no, we're not going to pay anything for this.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you, Madam
Chair.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: Thank you. Are
there any questions fromthe other nenbers of
this conmttee? Thank you so nuch for your
testi nony.

WI1l the clerk please read the panel we
have to testify today on Bill Nunber 240307.

THE CLERK: The next speaker is --

COUNCI LMEMBER LQZADA: 240370. And 1'd
like for the record to nention that we have
received two letters in support of the renam ng
of West Qak Lane Library to Dw ght Evans Library
of West OGak Lane. One letter is from Congressman
Brendan Boyl e and another letter is from
Counci | woman Madel ei ne Dean.

THE CLERK: The next speakers for
204370 are Kelly Richards and Ki m Ll oyd.

(Wtnesses approached wi tness table.)
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MR. RI CHARDS: Very good.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: Thank you for
joining us this norning. Please state your nane
for the record and begin your testinony.

MR. RICHARDS: Kelly Richards, Free
Li brary President and Director. Good norning,
Chai rperson Lozada and nenbers of the commttee
on Public Property & Public Wrks. M nane is
Kelly Richards, and |I'mthe president and
director of the Free Library of Phil adel phia.
I'"'mhere today to testify in support of Bil
Nunmber 240370, introduced by Councilman Phillips
that woul d renane West Oak Lane Library to Dw ght
Evans Library of West Gak Lane.

As you know, West Oak Lane sits in the
nort hwest region of Philadel phia. Today it is
one of our city's predom nantly Bl ack, m ddl e-
class communities with a rich history and a story
of rebirth, diversity, and resilience.

At the heart of its story is
Congressnman Dw ght Evans, a native of North
Phi | adel phia, a well-known chanpi on of urban
renewal, and a longtinme conmunity activist who

wor ked hard to revitalize nei ghborhoods |ike West
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Cak Lane that have been disinvested for decades.
Over the last 30 years, Evans has
becone an advocate for teachers, education,
hel ping start the West Oak Lane Charter Schoo
wher e thousands of kids grades K through 8, have
been taught and inspired. He is also a voice for
the citizens experiencing food insecurity and was
instrunmental in bringing nearly 100 quality
grocery options to underserved areas of our city.
Remar kably, his efforts and approach
wer e adopted by the Cbama adm nistration as a
nodel to end food deserts nationw de. Dw ght
Evans has an inpressive |ist of achievenents
worth recogni zing that make himthe nost fitting
candi date, the renam ng of West Oak Lane Library,
| i ke becoming the first African American chairnman
of Pennsyl vani a's House Appropriations Conmttee.
Designating his nane to West Oak Lane
Li brary, would recogni ze his inpact on our
community and nore inportantly, serve as an
exanpl e and rem nder of what diligence and
activism can achieve for generations to cone.
For these reasons, | encourage you all to vote in

favor of the proposed | egislation and give West
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Gak Lane Library a nane nore representative of
the surroundi ng community and its history.

| wel cone any questions fromthe
commttee, and thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA:  Thank you for
your testinony. Please state your nane for the
record and begin your testinony.

MS. LLOYD: Good afternoon, Chair
Lozada and comm ttee nmenbers of the Public
Property & Public Works. M nane is Kinberly
LI oyd and | am president, CEO of Ogontz Avenue
Revitalization Corp, fondly known as QCARC. |
echo M. Kelly's sentinments in regards to Dw ght
Evans, but to add a little bit nore in ternms of
his | egacy and why that this commttee should
consider his renaming of the library to the
Dwm ght Evans Library of West Oak Lane.

Qovi ously, you know, in terns of his
organi zation, QARC, founded over 41 years ago,
it's not coomon for a CDC to still have the
| egacy that it has. W still continue to do the
work in the community, and it really is his
vision that is allowing us to do that.

So again, | echo the sentinents that
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have al ready been put out there in terns of
| eaving his legacy in his nane, particularly on
the library in West Gak Lane, for all the work
that he has done over tine. And we also know
that the Friends of the West Oak Lane Library
al so share these sane sentinents. Thank you for
allowing ne to testify today.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: Thank you so
much. 1'd like to also just say that I'm
grateful for all of the work that Dw ght Evans
has done, not only to his district, but in the
city of Phil adel phia and the many opportunities
that he has nade possible to others.

He is an exanple of a | eader who al ways
has reached back and has provi ded gui dance and
support and nentorship to many to be able to
follow a positive path, and so grateful for him
and excited for this recognition to him So
t hank you so nmuch for the work in this. Are
there any questions from nenbers of the
commttee?

COUNCI LMEMBER DRI SCOLL: Just a
comrent .

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: The chair
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recogni zes Counci | menber Driscoll

COUNCI LMEMBER DRI SCOLL: Just a quick
coment. | actually served in the House of
Representatives with DM ght Evans. And I'ma big
fan of what he's done for the city of
Phi | adel phia. | just said to Councilman Squill a,
generally, | don't |ike nam ng anything after
anyone that's still alive, because things can
still go south, as we've seen in sone of the
bui | di ngs we've naned in the city. But |I'd nake
an exception for the congressman. So thank you
for your support here.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: The chair
recogni zes Counci |l nenber Young.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you. Just
simlar to Council menber Driscoll, I just want to
be able to put on a record ny gratitude for
Congressnman Evans and want to be able to give him
his flowers while he can still snell them So |
just want to be in support of this |egislation.
So thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: Thank you so
much. Thank you for your testinony.

M5. LLOYD: Thank you.
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MR. RI CHARDS: Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: W1 I the clerks
pl ease read the nanes of the panel to testify
this norning on Bill Nunber 240423?

THE CLERK: The next panelist for Bil
Nunber 240423 is Sarah O ark Stuart.

(Wtness approached witness table.)

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: Good nor ni ng.
Thank you for being with us this norning. Please
state your nanme for the record and begin your
testi nony.

M5. STUART: Thank you very nuch.

Chai rperson Lozada and nmenbers of the commttee
of the Public Property & Public Wrks. M nane
Is Sarah Cark Stuart, and |'mthe trails and
transportati on manager for the Departnent of
Streets. |I'mhere to testify in support of Bil
Nunber 240423, introduced by Council menber Jones.

Bill Nunber 240423 allows the city of
Phi | adel phia to acquire right-of-way |and for the
pur poses of connecting and extendi ng the
Schuyl kill River Trail by constructing the
W ssahi ckon Gateway segnent of the Schuyl kil

River Trail. Upon conpletion of construction,
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the right-of-way will be operated and nai ntai ned
by the Phil adel phia Streets Departnent.

The proposed right-of-way runs between
the Wssahi ckon Creek to the east, the Schuyl kil
Ri ver to the south, the Pencoyd Bridge to the
west, and Ri dge Avenue and Main Street to the
north. The proposed right-of-ways woul d be part
of the larger circuit trail systemin
Phi | adel phia. This concludes ny testinony, and
' m happy to answer any questions you nay have.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA:  Thank you for
your testinony. Are there any questions on
behal f of the conmttee? And you are also here
to testify on Bill Nunber 2404257

M5. STUART: Yes, ma'am (Good nor ning,
Chai rperson Lozada and nmenbers of the commttee.
Bill Nunber 240425 would allow the city of
Phi | adel phia to receive two parcels fromthe
Phi | adel phi a Redevel opnent Authority, the
Phi | adel phi a Land Bank, and the Phil adel phi a
Housi ng and Devel opnent Corporation for the
pur poses of building the Cobbs Creek Trail
extension in the Eastw ck nei ghbor hood.

The two parcels are 2444 |sland Avenue
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and 7401 Wheeler Street. Upon conpl etion of
construction of the Cobbs Creek Trail extension,
the two parcels wll be operated and mai nt ai ned
by the Phil adel phia Streets Departnent. The two
parcels will becone part of the larger circuit
trail systemin Philadel phia. And this concludes
nmy testinony, and happy to answer any questi ons.

COUNCI LMEMBER LQZADA: Thank you for
your testinony. Are there questions fromthe
menbers of the commttee on this bill? The chair
recogni zes Counci | menber Young.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Just a | ogi stical
question. Wiy would these be owned or naintained
by the Streets Departnent versus the Departnent
of Parks and Rec?

MS. STUART: So in the nost recent
past, the Departnent of Streets has decided to
take on the job of building the trail system out
and then assum ng the responsibility for
mai nt enance.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA:  You're al so here
to testify on Bill Nunber 2404317

M5. STUART: Yes, ma'am Thank you.
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Bill Nunmber 2401 is introduced by Council menber
Driscoll. This would allow the city of
Phi | adel phia to acquire right-of-way |and for the
pur poses of connecting and extendi ng the Del aware
River Trail by constructing a trail in the
Tacony, Hol mesburg area. The proposed ri ght- of -
way runs between Princeton Avenue, Pennypack
Pat h, the Del aware R ver, and State Road.

Upon conpl etion of construction, the
right-of-way will be operated and mai ntai ned by
the Phil adel phia Streets Departnent. The
proposed right-of-way wll be acquired as part of
this larger circuit trail systemin Phil adel phia.
This concludes ny testinony. Happy to take any
guesti ons.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: Thank you for
your testinony. Are there any questions from
menbers of the commttee?

There being none, wll the clerk please
read the nanes of the panel that are here to
testify on Bill Nunber 240428.

THE CLERK: Council woman, there are no
speakers signed up for 240428, but we do have --

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: | under st and.
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THE CLERK: -- we do have witten
testinony fromDavid WIson, Deputy Managi ng
Director for General Services.

(Wtness approached witness table.)

COUNCI LMEMBER LQOZADA:  Davi d.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG |'d i ke to nake
a coment first, if you don't mnd,
Counci | menber.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: The chair
recogni zes Counci | menber Young.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you.
Col | eagues, this bill, 240248, is a bill that I
i ntroduced that would prohibit the city from
entering into a | ease or extended any | eases for
a site at 2100 West G rard Avenue that we are,
particularly ny office and nenbers of the
Fai rnount community and ot her communities in
Nort h Phil adel phia, just have sonme questions
about that specific usage.

But | think that, we put this bill in
to have a substantive conversation with the

adm ni stration on the property rather than

putting in sone resolution or anything |ike that.

W wanted to be able to tal k substance, and |
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think it is unfortunate that the adm nistration
has chosen not to have sonmeone cone and testify
on this bill so nenbers of the public can hear,
or menbers of the conmmunity can hear what the
adm nistration's position is in their community.

And | amgrateful that there are fol ks
here who stuck around who want to give their
testinony on the record. But | just think that
these fol ks are owed a conversation, a public
conversation, a transparent conversation. And as
your councilnmenber, that's what | try to do by
putting forth this legislation. So | just want
that comunity to know and all comunity to know
that we're trying our best to get information and
to communi cate that back with you. So thank you
all for comng today and being willing to testify
on this.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA:  Thank you.

THE CLERK: So we will now be opening
to public comment. And the next speakers are Tim
Butters, speaking on 240428, Teresa Hoberg
speaki ng on 240428, and Richie from PhillyCAM
speaki ng on 240383.

(Wtnesses approached wi tness table.)
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MR. BUTTERS. (Good afternoon, nenbers
of council. M name is TimButters. | amthe
presi dent of the Fairnmount G vic Association.
I'"'mhere to support the bill introduced by
Counci | man Young, 240428. The Fairnmount G vic
Association is a group of volunteers, and we
represent the residents of Fairnmount Community.
| agree with Council man Young that what we want
is nore dial ogue and transparency around the
| ease at the 2100 Grard facility.

Currently we're concerned about the
safety of the building, which has multiple
violations at this tinme, and the inpact on the
nei ghbori ng communities, which include two direct
school s, Gerard College, and the city school in
Fairmount. And it's adjacent by a couple bl ocks
to the Beige-Martin Elenentary School and M ddl e
School, as well as St. Joseph's Prep.

Since the facility has been expanded to
i ncl ude i ncreased honel ess services, we' ve had
reports of increased drug use, increased drug
par aphernalia and trash, including needl es and
baggi es, overdoses. And these are things that we

were not ready to be hel ping people with because
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we didn't know that it was com ng. And maybe if
we were nore prepared, we had a dialogue with the
city, we would be nore prepared to hel p our
community take on these chall enges.

Thank you for letting ne talk to you
guys.

M5. HOBERG  Thank you. M/ nane is
Teresa Hoberg. | ama director of the Fairnount
Civic Association and obviously a resident of
Fairmount. | agree with what JimButters has
said. M concern is also that in considering
this lease, that it be structured -- this is our
only avenue for dealing with the use of the
property. W don't really have a | egal avenue.

So we're counting on city council to
hel p structure the current and prospective use of
this property, and that would include, obviously,
putting in a use that has sone controls on the
popul ati on, which it does not seemto have at
this point, and that it be a reputable operation.
And al so going forward, it's inportant that we
bring in to the extent that we have ill egal
activity happening on the streets that we involve

the police departnent because that can be
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sonet hing that the operators of the property
t hensel ves cannot handl e.

It falls outside their purview. So it
needs to be two-pronged issue. |'m hopeful that
we don't just consider termnating the |ease at
the end of two years. [It's only two years left,
because, as | understand it, the state then has
the opportunity to make a | ease with sonebody
el se or sell it to sonebody else or enter into a
contract with another provider that we nay have
even | ess control over.

So |l think it's in our benefit to work
with the state to try to negotiate the terns of a
| ease and control the type of use and the
operators of that facility that works both for
their needs and al so considers the community.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA:  Thank you for
your testinony. Oher questions fromthe nenbers
of this coonmittee? The chair recognizes
Counci | renber Young.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you. And
these aren't questions that are for you, too,
specifically, but | just wanted to put them on

the record if, in case there was soneone here

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Public Property and Public Wrks
05/ 22/ 2024

100

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

5/22/24 - PUBLIC - BILL 240187, ETC
fromthe adm nistration who were able to testify
on this lease. Just a couple of questions about,
what are the services being offered at the site.
Who are the providers of these services? Wen
were these providers sel ected?

WI1l there be nedically assisted
treatnment here at this site? What is the census
of the site? How many participants are at the
site? How are you able to conme to the site in

the first place? So just a few, | think, basic

questions that the community nenbers have that we

woul d definitely would like to see answered as we

nove forward this process.

And just for the community's
understanding, Cty Council's authority is to
aut hori ze | eases that are for nore than a year.
And so in this particular case, if the mayor or
i f anyone decided, any folks fromthe city
deci ded that we're going to just continue on a
year-to-year basis, they also have that ability
wi thout comng to Gty Council. So | wanted to
put that clear on the record.

This legislation will only prevent the

city fromentering to any | eases that are nore
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than a year. So, the adm nistration does have
the ability, like | said, to enter to | eases at a
smaller length of tine. But | also hope that our
state partners use their state prerogative. They
like to throw that word around there because it's
a state-owned facility.

And so hopefully, they will use sone of
their influence in trying to ensure that the
comunity that they represent as well is being
heard when it cones to the use of that state-
owned facility. And so | just want to, again,

t hank you both for comng out to testify on this
matter, just to give a sense of the sentinent of
that comunity. And I know that it's sonething
that is just new or hasn't been seen in that
community in over 30 years. |'ll say.

And so we want to make sure that we
have the ability to mtigate sone of the negative
I ssues that could potentially arise and that are
arising in that coomunity. Because, as | stated
yesterday at a hearing, people need treatnent,
peopl e need service. No one is questioning that.
No one is against that.

| think that when you are placing that
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type of service in the comunity and there are
negative quality of life, things that happen, a
community should just be prepared to deal with
those things and understanding that treatnent is
necessary. So | just want to, again, thank you
for comng out, for your testinony on this bill.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: Thank you for
your testinony. M. Cerk, are there any anynore
panel i st or anyone here to testify?

THE CLERK: Yes. | have Richie on
behal f of a PhillyCAM for 240383. |Is there
Richie in the roonf

(Wtness approached witness table.)

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA:  Good nor ni ng.

Pl ease state your nane for the record and begin
your testinony.

M5. SANDERSON. Sorry. My nane is Zoe
Sanderson. | ama Fairnount resident. [I'min
Counci |l man Young's district. | just wanted to
echo what ny nei ghbors and FCA board directors
said. | appreciate you bringing this to the
council's attention. And as a nei ghborhood, we
sort of felt blindsided by this.

And so we just want sone transparency
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and conmuni cation about this facility,
understanding that it's a necessity, but also
hopi ng that we can have sone di scussi on about
what that neans for our community. And we want
to be hel pful, but we also want to be inforned.
So going forward, |I'm hoping that we can have an
open di scussion with the admnistration on this
particul ar issue for the sake of the conmunity
and for the city.

COUNCI LMEMBER LQOZADA:  Thank you.
Thank you so nuch for being here --

M5. SANDERSON:.  Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: -- and sharing
your testinony with us. Thank you.

M5. SANDERSON: Thank you very nuch.

COUNCI LMEMBER LQZADA: Are there any
guestions fromany nenbers of the commttee for
this? The chair recogni zes Council nenber Young.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: | just want to
t hank you for comng out and testify today and
waiting out this hearing on this |egislation.
And | ook forward to working with you and the
comunity nmenbers on trying to continue this

di al ogue to get information so we can best work
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with the adm nistration on providing that
service, but al so making sure that the comunity
Is protected as well.

M5. SANDERSON. G eat. | appreciate
it. Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA:  Thank you.

There being no further questions from nmenbers of
the coomittee and no further witnesses to testify
on the bills before this commttee today, | wll
ask if there is anyone el se present in the
heari ng whose nane we have failed to call and

wi shes to offer testinony on the bills being
consi dered today. Hearing none, | want to thank
the panels and the witnesses for their

partici pation today.

W val ue your advocacy. This concl udes
the public hearing of the conmttee. W will now
go into public neeting to consider the actions to
be taken on the bills before this conmttee
today. We will now convene the public neeting.

M. Caneron, will you please call the
roll to take attendance of nenbers. Menbers that
are in attendance, will you please indicate that

you are present when you hear your name is being
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cal | ed?

THE CLERK: Madam Chair.

COUNCI LMEMBER LQOZADA:  Present.

THE CLERK: Vice chair Squilla.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  Present.

THE CLERK: Menber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER: Present.

THE CLERK: Menber Driscoll.

COUNCI LMEMBER DRI SCOLL:  Present.

THE CLERK: Menber Harrity.

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY:  Present.

THE CLERK: Menber Young.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG.  Present.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA:  Thank you al | .
A quorumis present. And we will now begin the
public neeting. W wll now nove to anmend Bill
Nunber 240383. The chair recognizes
Counci | menber Squilla for a notion on the
amendnent to Bill Nunmber 240383.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
Madam Chair. | offer an anmendnent to Bill Nunber
240383. A copy of the anendnent has been
circulated to all nmenbers of the commttee.

nove that the anmendnent to Bill Nunmber 240383 be
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approved.
(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: The chair notes
for the record that Council menber Jam e Gaut hi er
seconds the notion. It has been noved and
property second, that the anmendnent to Bil
Nunber 240383 be approved. Al those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)
COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: Those opposed?
(No response.)

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: The ayes have it
and the anmendment to Bill Nunmber 240383 has been
approved.

The chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Squilla for a single notion on Bill Nunbers
240383 as anended, 240187, 240435, 240303,
240370, 240423, 240425, 240431, 240428 be
reported fromthis conmttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove that the rules of
council be suspended to permt first readi ng of
these bills at our next session of Council.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
Madam Chair. | nove the Bill Nunmber 240383 as
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anmended and Bill Nunber 240187, 240435, 240303,
240370, 240423, 240425, 240431, 240428 be
reported fromthis commttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove the rul es of
Counci| be suspended. | submt the first reading
of these bills at the next session to Council

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: The chair notes
for the record that Council menber Young seconds
the notion. It has been noved and properly
second that Bill Nunber 240383 as anended. Bill
Nunmbers 240187, 240435, 240303, 240370, 240423,
240425, 240431, 240428 as reported fromthis
commttee wwth a favorabl e recommendati on and
further nove that the rules of council be
suspended to permt first reading of these bills
at the next session of Council.

Al those in favor of the notion wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: Those opposed?
(No response.)

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: The ayes

carries, and the notion is approved. This
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i ncl udes the business before this commttee of
Public Works and Public Property for today.
Thank you all very nmuch for your attendance.

(The Comm ttee was adj ourned.)
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CERTI FI CATE OF TRANSCRI PTI ONI ST

I, KEZI AH MMANG , Legal Transcriptionist, do
hereby certify:

That the foregoing is a conplete and true
transcription of the original digital audio recording

of the proceedi ngs captured in the foregoing matter.

IN WTNESS THERECF, | have hereunto set ny
hand this 19th day of June, 2024.

.

Kezi ah Mwnangi
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