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COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Good
nor ni ng, everyone. Sorry for the
delay. This is the Commttee on
Fi nance, Wednesday, Cctober 25, 2023.

Bef ore we begin the public
hearing, | would Iike to nake the
foll ow ng announcenent: Due to the
continuing threat of public health
fromCOVID 19, Gty Council
Committees are currently neeting
renotely. We're using Mcrosoft
Teans to nmake these renote hearings
possi bl e.

I nstructions for how the
public may view and offer public
testinony in public hearings of
Council Conmmttees are included in
the public hearing notices that are
published in the Daily News, |nquirer
and Legal Intelligencer prior to the
hearing and can al so be found on
PHLCounci | . com

| now note that the hour has

conre. M. MMonagle, could you
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pl ease call the roll to take
attendance from Menbers who w Il be
in attendance. Please indicate that
you are present. Thank you.

THE CLERK: Counci | woman Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Good
norning. | am present.

THE CLERK: Counci | man
Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Present.

THE CLERK: Counci |l man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Good
nor ni ng, coll eagues, Chairman. | am
present .

THE CLERK: Counci | man
Squi l I a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Present.

THE CLERK: Counci | man Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  |I'm
present.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you, colleagues. Thank you all for
your attendance. A quorum of the
Commttee is present and the hearing

is now called to order.
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This is the public hearing of
the Commttee on Finance regarding
Bill No. 230654. M. MNMbnagle, can
you please read the title of the
bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 230654,
an ordi nance approving a substanti al
amendnent to the Consolidated Plan
2022- 2026 and Annual Action Pl an
2022-2023 to add $163, 204,000 in
Communi ty Devel opnment Bl ock G ant
Di saster Recovery, CDBG DR, fundi ng,
all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you. Before we begin the hearing or
testinony fromthe w tnesses we have
for today, everyone who has been
invited to the neeting to testify
shoul d be aware that this public
hearing is being recorded. Because
the hearing is public, participants
and viewers have no reasonabl e
expectations of privacy. By

continuing to be in the neeting, you
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are continuing to being recorded.

Additionally, prior to
recogni zi ng Menbers for the questions
or comments they have for w tnesses,

I will note for the record at this
time that we will use the chat
feature available in Mcrosoft Teans
to allow Menbers to signify that they
wi sh to be recognized. |In order to
conply with the Sunshine Act, the
chat feature nmust only be used for
thi s purpose.

M. MMonagl e, can you pl ease
call the panel we have to testify
this norning for this bill.

THE CLERK: Yes. Can we
pl ease have Patrick d ark.

MR. CLARK: Thank you, Sean.
Good norning, Chair Squilla and
nenbers of the Finance Committee. My
name is Pat Cark. I'mthe CGty's
Communi ty Devel opnent Bl ock G ant
Di saster Recovery Project Director in
the O fice of Director of Finance.

I''mjoined by nmy coll eagues fromthe
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Di vi si on of Housing and Community
Devel opnent in the Departnent of

Pl anni ng and Devel opnent as well as
t he Departnent of Commerce.

Bill No. 230654 is a
substantial amendnent to the Cty's
Consol i dated Pl an 2022 t hrough 2026
and the Cty's Annual Action Plan
2022 to 2023. This bill allocates
approxi mately $163 mllion in
Communi ty Devel opnment Bl ock G ant
D saster Recovery funds, commonly
referred to as CDBG DR fromthe
Depart nent of Housing and Urban
Devel opnent.

These funds were allocated for
the Gty to advance on the disaster
and recovery caused by Hurricane |da.
The CDBG- DR funds will specifically
hel p address unmet recovery needs
tied to housing, infrastructure,
econom c revitalization and the
i npl enmentation of mtigation
strategies to reduce the risk of

future national hazards.
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The CDBG DR Action Plan, which
was submitted to HUD for review in
August, outlines the GCty's proposed
uses of funds. The CDBG DR Action
Pl an was approved by HUD on Cct ober
19th. The Cty's permtted to anend
the action plan and revise recovery
prograns to better address unnet
needs. We will continue to assess
t he needs and avail able resources in
col I aboration with stakehol ders, such
as residents, conmunity organi zations
and Gty Council throughout the
six-year |life cycle of the grant.

Thank you for your
consi deration and the opportunity to
testify. CDBG DR funds are critica
to (inaudible) long-termrecovery
fromHurricane |da while advanci ng
climate resilience efforts throughout
Phi | adel phia. |'m happy to answer
any questions you nmay have at this
time. To permt tinmely processing of
the grant agreenment w th HUD,

suspension of the rules to permt
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first reading at the next Gty
Council session is requested. Thank
you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you.

Are there any questions from
anyone on the Commttee?

Counci | mrenber Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. Chairman.

| amin the 4th District and
in definite concern, need for this
grant. There is a thing as you know
call ed the 100-year storm And the
cause of global warmng it seens that
storm cones every two years now.
Fast-forwarding to our communities,
there are about four conmmunities that
I know get hit every tine it happens.
Main Street is definitely one all the
way down to East Falls and Manayunk.
Eastwi ck is downstream fromthat, and
| believe parts of Delaware Avenue in
the Chairman's District. |t happens

every two years.
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It is a disaster that on Main
Street al one inpacted 53 busi nesses,
sonme mnor things like roof |eaks and
fl oodi ng of businesses, but it was
maj or to places at the | ower end of
Main Street where they were
decimated. After the fl oodi ng, cane
the nud. We had the Streets
Departnment, shout-out to them W
had bul | dozers and front-end lifters
to renove that nud.

The Fire Departnent had to
spray that nud before it caked into
concrete, and it disrupted
busi nesses, inpacted inventory,

I npact ed sal es because people were
not allowed in that area to shop. In
addi tion, people were del ayed for
wor k. W wal ked across a bridge. It
took us an hour to go a block just to
get to Main Street fromthe Bel nont
entrance through the County.

What | want to ask you is how
does this grant, particularly in the

infrastructure area of the grant,
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have the potential to inpact ny
District and others?

MR. CLARK: Thanks for your
guestion, Council menber. | think
first off there's this unnet needs
assessnent portion of the action
pl an, and that captures a |ot of the
unnet need that was identified
t hrough vari ous data sources,

i ncluding FEMA, as well as |ocal data
sources through the GCty, and that

hel ped identify different needs
across infrastructure, housing,
econom c revitalization, and we al so
got feedback fromthe public as well
as community organi zations as well as
many devel opnment corporations, East
Falls as well, in addition to the
Eastw ck community, and that's
consistent with the feedback we

recei ved.

That unnet needs assessnent
hel ps i nform how we program CDBG DR
dollars. And you'll notice in the

action plan there are different
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buckets of funding. There's

I nfrastructure, housing, economc
revitalization, there's also
mtigation as well. The action plan
outlines pretty high-level paraneters
on how that funding can be used. And
once we get our full approval from
HUD and get the grant agreenent
signed, we'll be able to nove forward
with the sel ected projects based on
that criteria.

So there are a | ot of
di fferent ways projects could be
I npl ement ed t hrough CDBG DR, and
we're | ooking forward to working with
Council as well as community nenbers
to identify specific projects as soon
as we get the grant agreenent in
pl ace wi th HUD.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: (One
particul ar project that cones to
mnd. There's a damin Blue Mrsh
near Readi ng. Wenever there is a
rain event, significant rain event,

they rel ease the damthat flows down
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the Schuyl kill. That floods Miin
Street and part south. | do not
think there is an advanced war ni ng
systemin pl ace.

We know by Energency
Managenent that if that water
advances bei ng above a certain
hei ght, we know we're going to get
it. But it would be nice if we had
| ow-tech phone calls or high-tech
kind of alerts that would allow
better predictions of when they're
going to rel ease that water so that
busi nesses can nmake preparations,
nove inventory to higher ground,
apartnent buil di ngs can evacuate
people who are in the path of that
f 1 oodpl ai n.

It just seens as though we
don't have a good nei ghbor system
with that township that works with
our Emergency Managenent to predict
and prevent sone of this stuff. And
so, whatever project that we can

glean fromthis grant that can give
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us early warning woul d be wel coned.

MR. CLARK: Understood, and
we' |l make note of that. And that's
al so consistent with feedback
received fromthe public, better
coordi nation planning in preparation
for future energency in advance of
di sasters, so that's also noted. So
we're | ooking forward to working on
that through the lifetinme of the
grant .

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Just one
other thing and I don't know whet her
this applies. Because of the
frequency of the flooding, there are
busi nesses at the |ower end that
cannot get private nmarket insurance.
They've had to self-insure. They've
had to eat the losses. And | don't
know working with our state partners
Is there a way to create a high-risk
pool that these -- otherw se, they
can't sustain these |osses every
ot her year.

So |l don't knowif that's
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within the scope of the grant or
within the study that could be done
within that plan to figure that out
because, you know, there are sone
busi nesses that just don't cone back.
And we need to try to keep that --
t hey' ve been t hrough the pandem c,
survived it. But Mther Nature as
they say is undefeated. She w ns
every time. So whatever we can do
infrastructure-wise to help them |
woul d appreciate it. Thank you.

MR. CLARK: Under st ood.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. Chairman. M. Chairman?

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you. Thank you, Council nmenber Jones.
And thank you, Patrick. And also
too, | don't knowif it's possible if
we could share. | know there was a
zip code list of affected areas where
sonme of the challenges were. That's
sonet hi ng you can share with the
Conmmttee so we can give it to

Menbers so they can see exactly where

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622



Commi ttee on Fi nance
10/ 25/ 2023

15

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

the -- at |least the large inpacted
areas are.

MR. CLARK: Yes, absolutely.
| think one thing I just want to note
on any data, | think it's areally
hel pful tool but doesn't always show
the conplete picture. And it's going
to be FEMA individual assistance
data, so we're happy to provide that.
It's part of how we informthe
analysis. So | just want to nake
sure that's noted when you | ook at a
map. It's not the full picture, but
it is helpful informtion.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Yeah, |
know. Wen | first sawit too, | was
| ooki ng and said, how conme ny
District wasn't inpacted, what are
the challenges there. So | get it,
and | think the goal is to get it to
the people who really need it and to
be able to address the concerns
hopefully in the future.

But are there any ot her

questions from nmenbers of Council ?
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(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Seei ng
none, no further questions from
menbers, this is the only panel
testifying.

M. MMnagle, is there any
people who will be testifying for
public coment ?

THE CLERK: | do not have any,
M. Chair.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Ckay.
Seeing that there's none for public
coment, is there any additional
comments or questions fromthe
Comm ttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  There
bei ng no further questions from
menbers of the Commttee, no
Wi tnesses to testify, | wll ask if
there's anyone present in the hearing
whose nanme we have failed to call the
witness to offer testinony on the
bill being considered today?

(No response.)
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COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Hearing
none, | want to thank all the panels
and wi tnesses for participation
today. Thank you, Patrick. W value
your input.

I nowinvite all panels and
W t nesses to disconnect fromthe
neeting before we go into our public
neeting. We will now pause the
proceedi ngs briefly as participants
| eave.

Thi s concl udes the public
hearing of the Commttee. W wll
now go into the public neeting to
consider the actions to be taken on
the bills today.

Counci | mrenber -- | nean,

M. MMonagl e, can you pl ease cal
the roll.

THE CLERK: Counci | woman Bass.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Counci | man
Johnson.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Wy

apol ogies. |'mpresent. Present.
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THE CLERK: Council man Jones.
COUNCI LMAN JONES: (Muted).
COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: He's

present. He was nuted.

THE CLERK: | can actually see
him --

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Present.

THE CLERK:  Counci | man
Squi |l I a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Present.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Sean?

THE CLERK: Counci | man Thommss.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Good
norning. |'mpresent.

THE CLERK:  Counci | man
Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Present.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Sean, did
you hear nme say present? |'msorry.

This is Council woman Bass.
THE CLERK: Yes, ma'am Thank
you.
COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank you.
COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:

Counci | renber Bass, do you have the
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script?
(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Counci | mrenber Bass?

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Yes,
getting the script right now.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Ckay.
Thank you. We'll hold one second.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank you.
Ckay. We're ready.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  You're
wel cone.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  We're
entering the public neeting on Bil
No. 230654.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | woman Bass for a notion on
Bill No. 230654.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank you,
M. Chai r man.

| nove that Bill No. 230654 be
reported fromthis Conmttee with a

favorabl e recommendati on and furt her
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nove that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading of
this bill at the next session of
Counci | .

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Second.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Chair
notes for the record that
Counci | menber Jones seconds the
notion. |t has been noved and
properly seconded that Bill No.
230654 be approved.

Al'l those in favor of the
nmotion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Those
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  The ayes
have it and the notion carries. Bill
No. 230654 be reported fromthis
Commttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove that
the rules of Council be suspended as
to permt the first reading of this

bill at the next session of Council.
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COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Second.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  No,
that's all. Thank you all.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  |'m sorry.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  That wi |
conclude the neeting. This concl udes
t he business before the Committee on
Fi nance. Thank you all very nmuch for
your attendance. Everybody have a
great day.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank

you.
COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Sorry for
t he del ay.
(Hearing concl uded at
10: 29 a. m)
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I, hereby certify that the proceedi ngs
and evidence noted are contained fully and
accurately in the stenographic notes taken by
me in the foregoing nmatter, and that this is a

correct transcript of the sane.

__Q_Xb____w\__g_@Mu

TANEHA CARROLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of this
transcri pt does not apply to any reproduction
of the sane by any neans, unless under the
di rect control and/or supervision of the

certifying reporter.)
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