Conmi ttee on Rul es
10/ 18/ 2024

COUNCI L OF THE A TY OF PH LADELPH A
COMWM TTEE ON RULES

Room 400, City Hal

Phi | adel phi a, Pennsyl vani a
Fri day, October 18, 2024
10: 28 a. m

PRESENT:
COUNCI LWOVAN CI NDY BASS, CHAI R
COUNCI LMAN MARK SQUI LLA, VI CE-CHAIR
COUNCI LWOVAN JAM E GAUTHI ER
COUNCI LWOVAN KATHERI NE G LMORE RI CHARDSON
ALSO PRESENT:

COUNCI LMAN JI'M HARRI TY

Bl LLS: 240499, 240612, 240656,
240661
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COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Good
nmorning. This hearing is called to
order. Menbers and guests w |
pl ease take their seats. A quorum
of the Commttee is present and

this hearing is nowcalled to

or der .

May the O erk pl ease cal
the roll.

THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
Squi I | a.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
G I nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Present.

THE CLERK: Counci | nenber

Jones.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
O Neill.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Thonas.
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(No response.)

THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Present.

THE CLERK:  And,
Counci | renber Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Present .

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: G eat.
This is the public hearing of the
Commttee on Rules regarding Bill
Nos. 240499, 240612, 240656 and
240661.

WIl the derk please read
the title of these bills.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
240499, an ordi nance to anend the
Phi | adel phi a Zoni ng Maps by
changi ng the zoni ng desi gnations of
certain areas of |and | ocated
wi thin an area bounded by Locust
Street, 8th Street, South Street
and Broad Street.

Bill No. 240612, an
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ordi nance continui ng the Fi shtown
Kensi ngt on Area Busi ness

| mprovenent District, in the area
that generally includes both sides
of Frankford Avenue fromthe west
si de of Del aware Avenue to the

sout hwest side of Lehi gh Avenue,
both sides of North Front Street
fromthe north side of Poplar
street to the south side of D anond
Street, both sides of East Grard
Avenue from Frankford Avenue
continuing to the west side of East
Berks Street, the north side of
West G rard Avenue from Frankford
Avenue to North 2nd Street, and the
south side of West G rard Avenue
from Frankford Avenue to Howard
Street and certain bl ocks of
streets that intersect portions of
these streets; approving an

ext ensi on of the boundaries of the
District to include North Front
Street from Montgonery Street to

D anond Street, East Grard Avenue
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from East Fletcher Street to East
Berks Street, and the north side of
West G rard Avenue from Front
Street to North 2nd Street;
continuing to Fi shtown Kensington
Area Business Inprovenent District,
Inc., a Pennsylvania nonprofit
corporation, as the nei ghborhood

i nprovenent district nanagenent
Association of the District;
approving a plan for and report
concerning the District;

aut hori zing the Director of
Commerce, on behalf of the Gty, to
execute an agreenent with the

Fi sht own Kensi ngton Area Busi ness

| mprovenent District, Inc. relating
to the District; and re-authori zing
t he Fi shtown Kensi ngton Area

Busi ness | nprovenent District, |nc.
to assess property owners within
the District a special property
assessnent fee to be used in
accordance with the approved plan;

all in accordance with the
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provi sions of the Community and
Econom c | nprovenent Act, under
certain terns and conditions.

And Bill No. 240656, an
ordi nance anendi ng Section 14-303
of The Phil adel phia Code, entitled
" Common Procedures and

Requirements,” to clarify
provisions related to public
heari ngs of the Zoning Board of
Adj ust rent and nake techni cal
changes, under all terns and
condi ti ons.

And finally, Bill No.
240661, an ordi nance anendi ng
Section 14-524 of The Phil adel phi a
Code, entitled "/FDO Fourth
District Overlay District,"” to
i nclude certain areas of |and
within the Morris Park
nei ghbor hood, under certain terns
and condi tions.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: W |

the Oerk please call w tnesses for

the first panel we have to testify
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this norning on Bill No. 240499.
And | al so want to recogni ze the
presence of Council man Mark

Squi Il a.

THE CLERK: First panel,
Paul a Brunbel ow Burns, Director of
Legi slation for the Philadel phia
Cty Planning Conm ssion.

(Wtness approached Wtness
table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Good
nmor ni ng.

V5. BRUMBELOW BURNS: Good
norning. How are you today?

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: G eat.
How are you?

MS. BRUMBELOW BURNS:  No
conpl ai nt s.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Pl ease
state your nane for the record and
proceed with your testinony.

M5. BRUMBELOW BURNS: Good
nor ni ng, nmenbers of the Rul es
Committee. | am Paul a Brunbel ow

Burns, Director of Legislation for
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the Phil adel phia Cty Planning
Commi ssion. | amhere to testify
on Bill No. 240499 introduced into
Cty Council on May 24, 2024 by
Counci | menber Squil | a.

Bill No. 240499 anends the
Phi | adel phi a Zoni ng Maps by
changi ng the zoni ng desi gnati ons of
| and | ocated within an area bounded
by Locust Street, 8th Street, South
Street and Broad Street in the
Washi ngt on Square West nei ghbor hood
of the Central Planning District.
This bill wll change the zoning of
a nunber of properties in the
Washi ngt on Square West nei ghbor hood
in the Central Planning District.

The changes proposed by the
| egi sl ati on work to protect
commerci al corridors and better
manage the transition between the
nei ghbor hood scale to the south and
east and the conmercial scale to
the north and west. It also

encour ages appropri ate devel opnent
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on vacant and under devel oped | ots,
correct zoning to reduce
non-conformties and protects the
area's character of single famly-
attached hones.

This action is consistent
with the Philadel phia 2035 G tyw de
Vi si on, which recomends
mai ntai ning the scale of the
Washi ngt on Square West
nei ghbor hood, ensuring that new
devel opnent reinforces the urban
scal e and encouragi ng conmerci a
zoning on the strongest retail
bl ocks.

The Phil adel phia City
Pl anni ng Comm ssi on consi dered Bil
No. 240499 at its public neeting on
June 6, 2024 and recommended the
bill for approval. [|'ll be happy
to answer any questions at this
tinme.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you very much for your testinony.

Are there any questions
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fromthe panel ?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Seei ng
none, is there anyone else here to
testify on Bill No. 2404997

Paul a, hold on. Don't go
anywhere yet.

Anyone else to testify?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Seei ng
that there's no one else to testify
on Bill No. 240499, M. derk,
pl ease call the next bill, Bill No.
240656.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
240656, Paul a Brunbel ow Bur ns,
Director of Legislation,

Phi | adel phia Gty Pl anning
Conmm ssi on.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Pl ease
state your nane for the record and
proceed.

M5. BRUMBELOW BURNS: | am

Paul a Brunbel ow Burns, Director of
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Legi slation for the Philadel phia
Cty Planning Conmi ssion. |'mhere
to testify on Bill No. 240656,
i ntroduced into Gty Council on
Septenber 5, 2024 by Counci | menber
G | nore Richardson for Counci
Presi dent Johnson.

Bill No. 240656 anmends the
Phi | adel phi a Zoni ng Code by
changi ng Section 14-303 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled " Conmon
Procedures and Requirenents," to
clarify provisions related to
publ i c hearings of the Zoni ng Board
of Adjustnent. This bill nakes
technical updates to Bill No.
240446, which was passed in June
2024. The original bill revised
t he nunber of Zoni ng Board of
Adj ust ment nmenbers required to vote
on any itemat a public neeting.

It followed the passage of
a change to the Phil adel phia Home
Rul e Charter, which was approved in
2022, which increased the nunber of
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Zoning Board seats from5 to 7.
The Code provi sion being repeal ed
by this bill set the nunber of
nmenbers necessary for a quorumto a
static anmount regardl ess of how
many nenbers have been appointed to
vacanci es of the Board.

Thi s action anmends the
gquorum requi renents to default to a
sinple myjority of nenbers seated.
The Phil adel phia City Pl anning
Commi ssi on considered Bill No.
240656 at its public neeting on
Sept enber 19, 2024 and recomrended
the bill for approval.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you for your testinony.

Are there any questions
fromthe panel ?

Counci | woman Kathy G | nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you so rnuch,
Madam Chai r .

And t hank you, Paula, for

Page 12

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmi ttee on Rul es
10/ 18/ 2024

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

this recommendati on from Pl anni ng
regarding Bill No. 240656 that |
I ntroduced on behal f of Council
Presi dent Johnson. And just wanted
to thank you all for understandi ng
the necessity to update the Code in
this way. It is noreinline with
Robert's Rules of Order but also
for us, Mason's Manual of
Legislative Review. And so, we
appreci ate your support on this
| egi sl ation and ask for the support
of all of our coll eagues.

Thank you so nuch, Madam
Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you, Majority Leader.

Any ot her questions,
coments fromthe panel ?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  I's
t here anyone el se here to testify
on Bill No. 2406567

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  And
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seeing none, will the Cerk please
call forward Bill No. 2406617

THE CLERK: 240661, Paul a
Brunbel ow Burns, Director of
Legi slation, Philadelphia Cty
Pl anni ng Commi ssi on.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Pl ease
state your nane for the record and
proceed.

M5. BRUMBELOW BURNS: | am
Paul a Brunbel ow Burns, Director of
Legislation for the Gty Pl anning
Comm ssion. |I'mhere to testify on
Bill No. 240661, introduced into
Gty Council on Septenber 5, 2024
by Counci | mrenber Jones, Jr.

Bill No. 240661 anends the
Phi | adel phi a Zoni ng Code by
amendi ng the /FDO Fourth District
Overlay District to include areas
of land within the Mrris Park
nei ghbor hood in the West Pl anning
District. This bill proposes to
add a new Morris Park subarea to

the commercial review area of the
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/| FDO Fourth District Overl ay
District to include an area bounded
by Mal vern Avenue, 63rd Street,
Lansdowne Avenue and 68th Street.
Wthin this new review
area, a wi de range of retail uses,
consuner goods, food, beverages and
groceries, Sundries Pharmaceuticals
and conveni ence sal es and drug
par aphernalia sales will require a
speci al exception to be granted by
the Zoni ng Board of Adjustnent for
commerci al |l y-zoned properties where
t hey woul d ot herw se be al |l owed
by-ri ght.
VWhile it is understood that
the intent of the bill is to
di scourage nui sance uses, this
action could al so di scourage the
operation of essential neighborhood
retail services by adding
addi tional adm nistrative hurdles
and |l egal costs to opening a
busi ness. This may pose a

signi ficant burden on potenti al
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smal | busi ness owners.
The Phil adel phia City
Pl anni ng Comm ssi on consi dered Bil
No. 240661 at its public neeting on
Septenber 19, 2024 and reconmended
the bill not for approval.
COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you very much for your testinony.
Questions fromthe panel ?
Chair recogni zes Majority
Leader Kathy G | nore Ri chardson.
COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you very nuch,
Madam Chai r .
And thank you again, Paul a,
for the work of the Pl anning
Commi ssion. But | just want to
uplift my coll eague Counci | nenber
Curtis Jones in the 4th Council
District relative to this 4th
District Overlay for the Mrris
Par k nei ghborhood with the
boundari es i ncluded from Ml vern,
63rd Street, Lansdowne and 68t h.

I f you know anyt hi ng about
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this comunity where |'ve been
privileged to live all of ny life
in the great 4th Council District,
you know t hat we have been

I nundated wi th a nunber of nuisance
busi nesses and drug paraphernalia
stores in this comunity. And in
addition to that, we have been

i nundated with residual devel opnent
because of sone additional |arger
devel opnent or |arger scale

devel opnent projects that have
recently cone to the community with
the conpl etion of the school, which
Is not too far fromthe bounds of
this Morris Park area, as well as
some additional residential

devel opnents that are quite
different than what we are used to
seeing in this area.

But relative to the
commerci al | y-zoned portions of the
community and the type of
busi nesses that we do want to see

in the 4th Council District, | am
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of the belief that we nust have
this 4th District Overlay to ensure
we can nmaintain the quality and the
character of our conmmunity. And
so, for that reason | amin support
of Bill No. 240661 and |'m thankf ul
to ny coll eague Council nenber Jones
for his work with the community to
ensure we can preserve the quality
of our life.

So thank you very, very
much col | eagues. And | ask hunbly
for your support for 240661 on
behal f of Council nenber Jones.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you, Madam Majority Leader.

Any ot her additi onal
guesti ons, comments, suggestions?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Ckay.
| just want to very briefly echo
the sentinments of ny coll eague
Counci lwman G | nore Ri chardson in
support of Council man Jones'

| egislation. As a District
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Counci | nrenber, it is extrenely
difficult to get any |evel of
enf or cenent once a nui sance
busi ness cones in.

And so, | would strongly
encour age the Pl anni ng Comm ssi on
if you don't particularly |like the
| egislation that we're offering to
deal with these natters, to give us
sonething fromyour end if you
think this is going to cause
addi tional adm nistrative and | egal
cost to open a business.

If you think that that's
actually the case, then we would
I npl ore you to provide us a renedy.

M5. BRUMBELOW BURNS: Ckay.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Because
ot herwi se we'll nmake our own
remedi es whi ch the Pl anning
Conmm ssion doesn't seemto really
particularly want to support. So
again, we want to put the ball back
in your court since we know that

you all have a lot to do and say
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Wi th these nui sance busi nesses when
they originally open. W're asking
for your support and your help so
that we can be on the sane page.

But | too want to echo that
I will be supporting this piece of
| egi sl ation today. So thank you.

M5. BRUMBELOW BURNS: Thank
you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you for your testinony and thank
you for being here today.

M. Cerk, can you pl ease
call forward the next panel to
testify on Bill No. 240612.

THE CLERK: First up is
Philip G een, Senior Mnager,

Busi ness Advocacy fromthe
Depart nent of Comrerce.

(Wtness approached Wtness
tabl e.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: (Good
nor ni ng.

MR. GREEN: Hello. Good

norning. Philip Geen, Departnent
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of Commerce. |I'mhere to testify
regarding Bill No. 240612 for
re-aut horizing the Fi shtown
Kensi ngt on Area Busi ness
| nprovenent District for a second
five-year term BIDs are an
I nportant conponent of fostering
vi brant and wel | - managed
nei ghbor hood commercial corridors
that provide essential goods and
services to area residents and
contribute dining and entertai nnent
destinations for Philadel phi ans and
visitors alike.

It's al so hel ped create
cl ean and safe environnments where
entrepreneurs want to invest their
tinme, talent and treasure and where
enpl oyees prefer to spend their
wor k days. The Departnent of
Conmer ce supports Busi ness
| mprovenent Districts because
they're a way for business and
property owners to join together

and fund staff, services and high
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priority projects for their areas.

Passing Bill No. 240612
will continue the BID s ability to
| evy fees on commercial properties
within the District. These fees
fund full-tinme staff whose job it
Is to assi st nom and- pop busi nesses
and attract new ones. These fees
fund crucial services like sidewalk
cl eaning and graffiti renoval al ong
Front Street, Frankford Avenue and
Grard Avenue. The fees also fund
special projects |ike the col orful
pl aza installed at Front and Cecil
B. Mbore.

When commerci al property
owners sel f-fund staff, services
and special projects, it allows the
Departnment of Commrerce to apply its
limted resources toward areas
experienci ng greater |egacies of
hi storic disinvestnent. Through
its Targeted Corridor Managenent
Program its Taking Care of

Busi ness C ean Corridors program
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and its Corridor Enhancenent
grants, the Departnment of Commerce
nostly funds Community Devel opnent
Corporations to performBID-Iike
servi ces.

Si nply put, because BIDs
i ke the Fishtown Kensington Area
BID | argely sustain thensel ves, the
Departnment of Commrerce is able to
sustain prograns in areas with
steeper hills to clinb. On behalf
of the Departnment of Commerce, |
encour age your support for Bill No.
240612 to continue the
aut hori zati on of the Fi shtown
Kensi ngt on Area BI D t hrough
Decenber 31, 2029. This will allow
the BID to self-fund the cleaning,
security and beautification
services that residents, businesses
and visitors have cone to expect.
"' m happy to take any questions at
this tine.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank

you very much
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Any questions fromthe
menbers of the panel ?
(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: No?

MR. GREEN. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you very much for your testinony.

M. Cderk, can you pl ease
call forth the next wi tnesses to
testify.

THE CLERK: Next is Mark
Col | azzo, Executive Director of the
Fi sht own Kensi ngton Area BID.

(Wtness approached Wt ness
table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Good
nor ni ng.

MR. COLLAZZO  Good
nor ni ng.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Pl ease
state your nane for the record and
proceed.

MR. COLLAZZO. Certainly.

Mark Col |l azzo, Executive Director
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of the Fishtown Kensington Area
Busi ness | nprovenent District.

Good norni ng, Madam Chair, nenbers
of Council, guests today and
friends and nei ghbors. A community
is a group of people who agree to
grow together. As we conclude 2024
and excitedly plan for the future,
no better quote defines the spirit,
pur pose and m ssion of the Fi shtown
Kensi ngt on Area Busi ness

| nprovenent District.

We've all cone together to
preserve, grow and enhance our
commercial corridor and this union
has made our bel oved hamnl et the
envy of the region. Qur
col | aborative spirit and determ ned
action has |led to unprecedented
growh in both residential and
commercial density as well as the
i ncrease of dynam c dining,
hospitality, retail, professional
and entertai nnent enterprises

t hroughout our entire district.
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It isn't just the daily
servi ces that we provide such as
our award-w nning cleaning crew in
bl ue from Ready, WIIling and Able,
daytine cleaning initiative with
our Fishtown Comunity Corp. and
our cherished safety patrols from
our Fi shtown anbassadors that nake
the Fishtown District stand above
all others.

It is the privilege of
wor ki ng wi th our stakehol ders, many
of whom are here today, to protect
and vitalize their tinme, talent and
treasure that they infused into our
nei ghbor hood. By wor ki ng toget her,
t he Fi shtown Kensi ngton Area BID
has secured over 1.8 mllion in
grant and CDC tax credit funding to
pl an and devel op several capital
devel opnment projects such as our
Pedestrian Pl aza at Front and Cecil
B. Moore Avenue froma | ocal share
account award of $88, 500, our

upcom ng renovati ons i nprovenents
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to Front Street and Grard Avenue,
a Keystone Community G ant award of
72,500 and gateway activations for
Frankford and Lehi gh Avenues from a
pendi ng | ocal share account grant

of $100, 000, respectively.

These public space
anplifications along wth our
Congressi onal Conmunity Project
Fundi ng award of $750, 000 for our
Frankford Avenue Connector Project
to connect our nei ghborhood to the
Del aware River Trail wll provide
design and accessibility to and
from our special Fishtown and
Kensi ngt on communi ti es.

The Fishtown District
believes in the inportance of
accessibility and connectivity to
and from our comunity.

Accordi ngly, we have begun initia
pl anni ng of the second install nent
of our vision plan with | SA

Architects as well as commencing a

first of its kind transfornationa
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connector project with our friends
and nei ghbors in the Northern

Li berti es Business | nprovenent
District.

Thousands travel to our
thriving thoroughfare each day to
eat, shop, work and play. And our
wor k toget her continues to ensure
the | ong-term success, liveliness,
energy and spirit of our
one-of -a-kind | ocale for decades to
cone. The Fishtown District takes
pride in providing effective,
enhanced cl eanli ness and safety
nmeasures to ensure that our
commercial corridor follows the
notto, A clean place is a safe
pl ace.

We are proud recipients of
the Gty of Phil adel phia's Taking
Care of Business Cean Corridors
Program si nce our inception, and
our TCB litter index evaluation
reports repeatedly provide

excell ent scores of litter to no
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litter. In fact, Ready, WIIling
and Abl e have coll ected and renoved
over 34,737 bags of trash since our
inception. |In addition, the
Fishtown District has installed and
serviced 34 new fish-head trash
cans throughout our corridor.

Finally, our safety
nmeasures such as our Fi shtown
Anbassador Safety Team and
surveill ance canera placenent at 12
separate intersection |ocations
I ncreased feelings of physical and
enotional safety for all who |ive,
visit and work in the Fishtown
District.

It has not always been an
easy road. The BID began its work
with little assessnent revenue in
January of 2020. Then the world
shut down due to the gl obal
pandem c. W knew that the nost
i nportant thing we could do was
devote all of our energies to

ensuring the survival of our
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corridor enterprises through this
perilous period. The executive
staff worked tirelessly to bring
federal, Commonweal th and nuni ci pal
resources to our stakeholders to
protect their investnent in our
conmmuni ty.

The Departnment of Commerce
stated that 10 percent of all
ener gency fundi ng provided by the
city of Phil adel phia actually went
to the businesses within the
Fi sht owmn Kensi ngton communiti es.
Toget her we survived this crisis,
uni ted, determ ned and focused on
the future.

Si nce January of 2020, our
Busi ness | nprovenent District has
seen unparall el ed broadening with
conti nued m xed-use devel opnent,
whi ch is expected to bring over
10, 000 units over the next two
years, as well as the opening of
wel | over 50 new businesses. Wth

our assi stance, over 35 business
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property owners have successfully
I nproved their storefronts.

Al'l these conprehensive
nmeasures have |l ed the Phil adel phia
Inquirer to call the Fishtown
District the hottest nei ghborhood
inthe city. As you |listen and
reflect through this testinony, |
hope that you share our pride and
all that we have acconplished to
date and share our sentinents that
the future of the Fi shtown
Kensi ngt on Area Busi ness
| mprovenment District is as bright
as ever.

Pearl S. Buck said, G owh
itself contains the germ of
happi ness. And our caring
conpassi onat e wor k toget her has
brought about a nmagnet of optim sm
that draws many to us. Thank you
all for your tine, and | provided
| etters of support to not totally
glut up your tine today, but we do

appreciate your time and |I'm
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avai l abl e for any questi ons.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you so nuch for your very thorough
testi nony.

MR. COLLAZZO. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Any
questions fromthe panel ?

Counci | mrenber Squi l | a.

MR. COLLAZZO  Madam Chair,
that was actually short for ne as
Councilman Squilla wll attest.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you, Mark. Thank you for your
testinony and your team Cbviously
there's been a lot of challenges as
you nentioned in your testinony.
And as we go through those
chal | enges and you work not only
wi th the busi nesses, because being
a BID is overseeing the business
corridor, but it also incorporates
the community, right. So you have
to wei gh both options when you're
doi ng that and the chall enges that

we feel.
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And | want to thank you and
your team for always being there
for when we reach out when we get
chal | enges and requests fromus, to
be able to then forward themto you
and vi ce versa when you reach out
to us, we work with you. But there
has been sonme things with your
anbassador programthat | thought
was very, very hel pful, at |east
bei ng able to keep data on your
I ssues that you are reaching for
t he busi nesses and what you're
seeing as the real problens in that
area, what you need to address.

And a lot of tines we don't
get that -- |ike people say, oh, we
know what the problens are. But
the way you track your issues and
your concerns, how you address
t hose i ssues and concerns and
know ng that you're not going to
nmake everybody happy all the tine
is part of it, but | appreciate the

efforts that you put in and even
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sort of the out-of-the-box thinking
for looking at new ways to create
opportunities for business and

I ncreasing foot traffic and other
things is inportant. And we still
have a | ot of work to do, right.

There are still sone
chal l enges. We still get sone
concerns from sone of the | ocal
busi nesses on how we can i nprove
that. But |ooking forward to
wor king with you to continue down
that path of making those
I nprovenents and nmaking it better
for all the small businesses there
in the Kensington Fishtown BID. So
t hank you.

MR. COLLAZZO  Thank you,
Counci | renber Squilla. And | want
to thank al so Council nenber Lozada
and Counci | nrenber Young, our ot her
Di strict Council people. None of
this happens in a vacuum W're
not always perfect. And what we

try to do is always try to learn
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and just try to be better, but
we're very lucky to have very
engaged Council menbers who really
want to work with us to try to
sol ve problens. So thank you and
t hank you all today.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  And
one other point. It is very
difficult soneti nes when you have a
district that spans three different
Counci | renbers, right. So
sonetimes that makes it very
chal  enging and we're able to work
through that also. So a |ot of
times it's, oh, that's not ny
district, you know W have to
tal k to Council nenber Young or
Counci | renber Lozada, so you guys
have done a pretty good job of
trying to bridge that also. So
t hank you.

MR. COLLAZZO. Thank you
all again. Thank you, Madam Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank

you. Thank you for your testinony.
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M. Cerk, can we pl ease
call forward the next witness to
testify on this matter.

THE CLERK: Amanda Aratin.

(Wtness approached Wtness
table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Good
nor ni ng.

M5. ARATIN.  Good norning.
My married nane is Aratin so if you
see ny | ast nane Bosard, |
apol ogi ze for the confusion.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Just
get to the mi crophone. Please have
a seat.

M5. ARATIN. Aratin is ny
married nane. |'musing it for
this because |'mrepresenting the
owners of a property at 111 East
G rard Avenue who are in their 80s
and cannot be here, but they've
asked ne to represent them

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: That's
fine. Please have a seat.

M5. ARATIN.  Mm hmm
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COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you.

MB. ARATIN: Thank you. M
goal here today is to say things
worthy of your attention and |
appreciate it.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Pl ease
start out with your nane. | know
you said it several tinmes, but just
for the record your nane and then
begi n your testinony.

MS. ARATIN: Amanda Aratin,

and I'm here on behalf of Bill

240612.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Very
good.

MS. ARATIN: | represent
opposition to the bill. The first

question that | seek clarity on
that is related to nmy opposition on
behal f of not just those |

represent but those who have handed
ne |etters of opposition in hopes
that | would be able to attend this

neeti ng today.
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The first question is when
does the 45-day opposition period
begin and end? So after reading
the BID plan that we received on
Septenber 12th, it is unclear to
many of us what the limts of the
begi nning and the deadline end for
the 45-day subm ssion for letters
of opposition are. And that point
is essential to this process
wor king the way it's supposed to
wor k and represent everybody
involved in the area. | read it
many tinmes and | conme up with two
separate dates for when the
deadline is, so we definitely need
clarification on that.

The ot her question | wanted
to ask is that in light of the fact
that 17 percent of Phil adel phia are
not English-speaking as a first
| anguage and in consi deration of
our BID area being so |arge and
expansi ve, including two Counci l

Districts and possibly greater than

Page 38

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmi ttee on Rul es
10/ 18/ 2024

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

17 percent property ownership of
non- Engl i sh- speaki ng property
owners as a first |anguage, was a
notice given prior to the BID plan
presentation all ow ng property
owners to choose whi ch | anguage
they would like to receive this BID
pl an presentation?

|'ve had personal
experience with individuals that
are non- Engl i sh-speaking as a first
| anguage and | was not able to
transl ate using Google Translate
and make a point to stress the
I nportance of them being able to
read this through and nake a
deci sion on their own best interest
clearly to themat all, and they
deserve that.

| believe it's their right
to have that. And a notice would
have to go out before the plan
allowing themto choose within a
reasonabl e anount of tinme what

| anguage they need this plan
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delivered to them And it was
really difficult and painful for ne
to see how many people there were

t hat have no idea based on | anguage
barriers. | felt like |I was
apol ogi zing all the tinme for not
speaki ng their | anguage, you know.
That's all | could say.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  How
many peopl e? What was the nunber?

M5. ARATIN. M nunber
personally interacting directly was
three, but they said nore, the son
did. One of the sons called nme and
said, | have other people that |
think is affected by this.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Al
right. So you know of three?

M5. ARATIN | know of
three that | couldn't communicate
with in English.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: | wi Il
ask you to give ne their
informati on so we could reach out

to them
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M5. ARATIN:. Al right, but
that's not all of them | would
assune if 17 percent is the average
for our whole city, 3 is not going
to be the total of themin an area
of 1100 properties.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Just
the ones you know of. [|'m not
asking you to go find everybody.
Just the ones you know of just send
them so we can nake sure we reach
out to them

M5. ARATIN.  Ckay.
Absolutely. Thirdly, the issue
that | need clarification on, that
| believe I'"'mnot the only one that
needs clarification on, is the
total list of addresses on the BID
plan. One situation that is posing
a m sunder st andi ng on our end and
my end is that there's a property
on there that is zoned comerci al
CuX 2.5. But because the owner
occupies it, they've already been

exenpt fromthe assessnent for the
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| ast five years, but their address
is onthe list. So we need
clarification whether or not their
opposition letter would be counted
because --

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  What
Is the address?

M5. ARATIN. Hold on. |
think it's 1812 Frankford Avenue.
So it is owned comercial but it is
exenpt fromthe assessnent. So
does being exenpt fromthe
assessnent mean that you don't get
to oppose the assessnent? Do you
give up your right to --

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  wel |,
if you' re not being assessed, it
doesn't affect you.

M5. ARATIN.  True. But
then that address being on the |ist
becones part of the total |ist of
addresses that opposition has to
neet the one-third requirenent.
It's disproportionately affecting

t he busi nesses and the property
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owners who don't want the BID. So
it's stacking the cards agai nst us
by giving people that don't have a
vote a place in the list where

we' re conparing oursel ves agai nst
the totality of a third.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: I w |
| ook up 1812 Frankford and |I'm
going to ask you to email nme. You
could wite this down. Mark,
Mark.squilla --

M5. ARATIN. May | foll ow
up with you on that after this?

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Yes,
because we want to be able to get
you the answers that you -- we're
not going to be able to answer all
these questions. So we'll be able
to get you the answers that you
need through email and you'll have
them al |l .

M5. ARATIN. Al right.
And so, another clarification with
regard to that list that we are

under a one-third obligation to
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represent a mninmumof a third in
order for opposition to be
effective in its goal. The other
one i s though sone of the addresses
on there are residentially zoned
owner - occupi ed, which we know are
exenpt fromthe BID, but again
their addresses are on the list so
they're creating an aggregate
nunber that's bigger, thereby
maki ng our job of getting one-third
toget her nore conplex and difficult
for us to nanage because the tota
nunber is larger than the anmount of
peopl e that have a say in this BID.
So that list is just -- it
needs so nmuch vetting and conbi ng
through by residents in order to
determ ne where our lines are drawn
for our deadlines and for our
accountability of how many letters
we need. And | think that that is
not an acceptable plan to finalize.
COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: W

coul d get you those answers. Just
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the 45 days starts after the
hearing today, so this is the start
of the process.

M5. ARATIN | see.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Al

right. So --
M5. ARATIN:. | appreciate
that. | did not understand that

readi ng this.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Ckay.
Al right. And then you have a
| anguage question that if people
get to choose what | anguage they
receive the mailer in?

M5. ARATIN.  Yes.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Al
right. | do not know that answer.
"Il have to get back to you on
that. And as far as 1812 Frankford
Avenue about being commercial but
not being assessed, you want to
know i f they're included in the
total nunber of people when you
have to have the 33 percent --

M5. ARATIN. Right. |If
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you' re not being assessed but you
are commercial, are you stil
counted in the aggregate total
properties and does your vote still
count ?

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: 1
woul d say no, but I'Il get you a
cl ear answer on that.

M5. ARATIN. That was two
guesti ons though. Wich one are
you sayi ng no to?

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  That
you are not counted in the tota
nunber and you woul dn't have a
vot e.

M5. ARATIN. Ckay. So you
woul d have to cone off the |ist
t hen, because that |ist has got
nore than a few of those type of
addr esses?

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: W' | ]
be able to -- I"mgoing to ask you
to enmail nme that |ist of questions
and 1'll get you an answer for all

of themjust to be accurate so
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you' re getting the right
i nformation. Hold on one second.
| guess we could bring Philinp.

Philip, can you cone up
real quick?

(Wtness approached Wtness
tabl e.)

MR GREEN. | would like to
start out by saying that | amnot a
| awyer. But | have read the
Comuni ty Econom c | nprovenent Act
and there are certain areas where
it doesn't specify these finer
guestions. However, | would say
that since they are on the list of
properties, their objection would
count because they are included
even though they're exenpt right
now because they may be an owner -
occupi ed house or there may be a
nonprofit operating on that
property. That property may be
exenpt from assessnent now.

In the future let's say

that that property went into a
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for-profit use. Let's say that a
church | ater becane sonet hing
for-profit, right. Throughout the
termof their reauthorization
period, they could becone
accessi bl e depending on --

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: I f
they change their use. But | think
the question is if you're on that
list now and you are not being
assessed and even though you're on
that list, can you still vote in
opposition to it and does that
nunber count as the total when
you're trying to get to your
one-third opposition?

MR. GREEN:. In ny opinion,
in ny non-lawer opinion, yes,
because in the future their
property could be assessed. And
so, in ny view they would have a
right to object to that.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  But if
you' re not being assessed, you do

not have a vote on the BID
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assessnent even though your address
Is part of the total because you're
not going to -- if everybody who's
not assessed goes and says, we
don't want it, then the people who
do want it who are part of the BID,
it would sort of change the act ual
nunber to get to one-third.

MR. GREEN. Sorry if |I'm
not understanding this correctly.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: By
state | aw everybody who's in the
geographic area has to be notified.

MR GREEN:. Yes.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Al
t he addresses have to be notifi ed.

MR, GREEN:  Yes.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  But
not everybody is assessed.

MR. GREEN. Yeah. So if
it's an owner-occupi ed house,
right --

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Correct.

MR GREEN. -- it's stil
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wi thin the boundaries of the
Busi ness | nprovenent District
because that house could be sold
and then knocked down and turned
into a m xed-use devel opnent,
right.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Ckay.

MR. GREEN. So over the
course of the authorization period,
the use of that property could
change from bei ng not assessed to
bei ng assessed.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: 1
know. But | think the question was
initially that even though you're
bei ng notified, even residential
peopl e are being notified, if you
| ook at the addresses, right,
they're in there. But they're not
bei ng assessed. So when we
cal cul ate the one-third
opposition --

MR. GREEN. Yeah.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: - -
right, the people who aren't
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assessed when they actually get the
list of all the assessnent, that's
what they go by when they say
one-third of those people who are
assessed have to oppose it in order
for the BIDto fail.

MR. GREEN. Yeah, | would
say it's one-third of the total
nunber of properties within the
list that are within the bill.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  See, |
don't think he's right. | don't
believe that is correct. W'I|Il get
you the correct answer on that.

M5. ARATIN:. Can | get it
in like a 5th grade reading |evel
in nmultiple | anguages?

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Yes,
we'll just say -- we'll clarify
that for you. Wen you email us,
we'll give you that answer.

M5. ARATIN. Because |
don't even know who has the
authority right now. Like, |

thought it was him You brought
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hi m up.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Wl |,
| brought himup. But | nean, we
do these all the tinme. And the
clerk actually gets the opposition.

M5. ARATIN. Right, that's
how | understood it. | called the
clerk and --

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  The
clerk tallies those opposition
within the 45 days and then they
| et us know how nmany oppositions
there are to that case. But if you
allow all these people who are
unassessed to vote and they're not
paying it, it's really not the
peopl e who are payi ng the
assessnent that has the bigger
Voi ce.

MS. ARATIN: Well, we're
giving up all of our responsibility
to ourselves to people that have no
skin in the gane basically by
allowing themto vote is what's

happening. And then on top of
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that, the | anguage of the plan is
constantly rem ndi ng peopl e that
are owner-occupi ed that you' re not
subject to the assessnent which
makes them feel apathetic to it at
all even though they have a huge
relationship to our opposition by
bei ng a part of that aggregate need
of athird. So they feel as though
they're exenpted. Therefore,

t hey' ve given up their vote and
they don't participate. But
realistically, the act of community
that's required in order to get
that ki nd of cohesive opposition,

it begs themto participate.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  wel |,
we want people to participate in
the process, right. That's why we
notify everybody. And even people
who are -- by state | aw, you have
to notify everybody, but not
everybody i s assessed.

M5. ARATIN:  Mm hmm

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Ri ght.
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And so, | see where that can cause
a confusi on.

Hold on. Kate, you --

M5. ANDERSON: (| naudi bl e).

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Good.
Conme on up.

(Wtness approached Wtness
table.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Just
state your nane for the record.

M5. ANDERSON: Kay
Anderson, Director of Operations
for the Fishtown Kensington BID. |
amreading fromthe PA state | aw.
This is Chapter 54, Business
| mprovenent Districts in Part 5
fromTitle 53. Part 5 is titled
Public Inprovenents Uilities and
Servi ces.

Agai n, noving down to
Chapter 54 tal ki ng about Busi ness
| mprovenent Districts, Powers of
the Governing Body: To establish
within the nunicipal corporation an

area designated as a Busi ness
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| nprovenent District, which
district or districts may be
designated by all or part of the
community which is zoned
commercial, which is used for
general commercial purposes.

No. 2, to appropriate and
expand those anounts -- let ne just
skip down, sorry. Notice of the
hearing shall be advertised at
| east 10 days prior to in newspaper
circul ating the nunici pal
corporation. The ordi nance shall
speci fy inprovenents. The
ordi nance shall not becone
effective if before the expiration
of 20 days after its enactnent.
Property owners of the proposed
di strict whose property val uation
as assessed for taxabl e purposes
anmpunts to nore than 50 percent of
the total property valuation of the
district's sign and file in the
Court of the Prothonotary, of the

Court of Common Pleas witten
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prot est agai nst the ordi nance.

To appropriate and expand
i n accordance with the specific
provi sions of the enabling
ordi nance, such anounts nust be
required to acquire by purchase or
| ease, real or personal property,
to effectuate the purposes of the
i mprovenent district, including
si dewal ks, retaining walls, et
cetera, et cetera. So by ny
reading of this it does
specifically say assessed.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Peopl e
who are assessed are the ones who
get to vote.

M5. ANDERSON:  Yes.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: W
will clarify that and give that to
you in plain | anguage. And sorry
for creating nore confusion, but we
will definitely give you those
answers and | think you'll
understand that very clearly once

you get that. But the 45 days of
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opposi tion and people submtting
their oppositions all starts after
t he hearing today.

M5. ARATIN.  And | have one
final point of clarification.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you, Kate.

M5. ARATIN.  Thank you.

The opportunity to influence the

pl an's scope and area and i ncl uded
properties, where is that in the
process for the property owners
that are affected by the BID? |
know one property owner on Grard
Avenue who was successfully able to
since the last five-year BID
operational period get his property
off of this BIDIist and a | ot of
properties at the far end of Grard
Avenue.

And |' m wonderi ng what that
process was, why it was effective
and how can ot her peopl e and
property owners within the BID

utilize that opportunity for their
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own area because they know their
area better and whether or not it
really falls into the community
standard of what kind of business
support is being provided and
whet her or not it's actually being
provi ded down in the far reaches of
such an expansive BID area. The
size and scope of the BID, it's not
ringing well with many of us.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Every
five years when the BID is renewed
I's when the boundaries are redrawn.
You coul d always work with the BID
itself and speak to them |f
you're on the outskirts of the BID,
you coul d maybe expand it to make
it bigger or shrink it, but it has
to be continuous so you can't take
the mddle out and break it into
two separat es.

So if you want to add
addi tional, you only could do that
during the renewal process or if

you want to nake it shorter, you
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only could do that during the
renewal process.

M5. ARATIN.  And the
renewal process starting today?

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  No,
the next five years. So five years
from now.

M5. ARATIN:. So we're on
the second five years. Wen did
our renewal process start for this
one? Was it the July introduction?

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Today -- when the notices went out
30 days ago is when it started.

M5. ARATIN. Is it over?
Are we still allowed to influence
t he boundaries of the BID?

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  No.

M5. ARATIN.  Wien did it

end?

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  What's
t hat ?

M5. ARATIN. When did it
end?

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Wen
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this was i ntroduced, that's when it
started. These boundaries are the
boundari es that we're having the
hearing on today. So five years
fromnow you can work with --
change the boundaries and work with
the BID to change the boundaries or
work with our office or whoever
district you're in to change those
boundari es.

MS. ARATIN. 1100 property
owners is a |ot of people that are
unaware of how long of a tine they
have to wait to have an influence
over the boundaries of this BID.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  They
don't know they're in the BID?

M5. ARATIN:  Not all of
t hem

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Oh,
they have to do a better job of
notifying themif they don't know
they're in the BID.

M5. ARATIN:  Yeah. | think

we have a |ot of old residents and

Page 60

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmi ttee on Rul es
10/ 18/ 2024

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

old property owners. And | also
think we're probably going to run
into a situation where sonme of the
nanmes on the owners of the property
has changed since the BID docunents
went out. They m ght accidentally
get discarded as being able to
oppose the BID because their nane
doesn't match OPA. But, in fact,
they are the owners of the
property.

We have peopl e dying
constantly within this BID area. |
mean, the turnover rate |'ve never
seen anything like it. And --

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  But
al so, they're being assessed. They
don't know they're being assessed?

M5. ARATIN.  You know, it
takes a |l ot of support to keep
octogenarians well-infornmed in
their comunity and especially
| egislatively. | nean, Trunp is
sucking all the oxygen out of the

roomfor their seven seconds of
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attention on a daily basis.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Who?

M5. ARATIN. |I'm just
saying nedia in general. It's an
el ection year. This isn't a good
tine to be trying to add nore
information to the life of an
80-year-ol d.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Ckay.
Al right. Thank you. Thank you
for your questions. And we'll get
the answers to you in witing. |If

you want to email us the specific

questions, | wote sone down, but
email us and we'll get themto you
in witing.

MB. ARATIN: Al right.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Al
right. Thank you.

M5. ARATIN:. Thank you al
for your tinme and attention. |
appreciate it.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you for your testinony.

And can we have the Cerk
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call forward anyone el se who's here
to testify?

THE CLERK: There's no one
el se on ny |ist.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Ckay.
Is there anyone here for public
comment that would |like to speak?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: kay.
Can we have the first two fol ks who
would like to testify conme forward?
W are going to ask that you limt
your testinony to two m nutes.

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

MR. ROOT: Good norning.

My nane is Geg Root and | --

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Good
norni ng. Pl ease state your nane
again for the record and begin.

MR ROOI: How are you. My
nanme is Gregory Root and I am a
proud busi ness owner of at |east
five businesses in the Fishtown

Kensington BID. And |I'mhere to
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obviously be in full support of the
BID s reauthorization. The BID s
efforts and actions have massively
I nproved not only the corridor of
the BID but has al so i nproved and
will also inprove the community as
a whol e.

It is a cleaner and safer
nei ghbor hood now and conti nues to
be than it was in 2010 when | began
to work in the neighborhood. These
I nprovenents include cleaning and
beauti fyi ng our nei ghborhood
t hrough Ready, WIIling and Abl e,
not only our corridor but the
streets beyond.

Safety of the corridor
t hrough the Fi sht own Anbassador
Team this includes protection of
our -- | own restaurants. It's
protection of our restaurant staff
at the end of the night and the
overall safety of the conmunity.

Protection of the

nei ghbor hoods and busi ness best
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i nterests via the nei ghbors and
busi ness owners community and al so
conti nued devel opnent and
assi stance for such. |If one of ny
restaurants needs assistance for
paperwork to inprove streets,
parking, et cetera, Mark K and his
team are qui ck resources for our
assi stance to inprove wanting to do
busi ness in the nei ghborhood.

Fishtown is what it is
t oday because of the wonderful
communi ty, business owners,
residents, staff and visitors but
al so because of the BID s vali ant
efforts. It is a neighborhood
wher e busi ness owners |ike nyself
will want to continue to invest
their tinme and noney. The future
of Fishtown is very bright. And
again, | proudly support the BID s
reaut hori zati on. Thank you very
much for your tine.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank

you for your testinony.
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And can we have you state
your nane for the record and pl ease
proceed.

MR CHLES: Yes. H. MW
nane is David Chiles, Ch-i-I-e-s.
| saw you all yesterday when you
wer e recogni zi ng donmestic viol ence
agencies. You know now that | only
own one blazer. |It's enbarrassing
for me but |'mgoing to push
t hr ough.

' mthe Executive Director
of Lutheran Settlement House. W
are a nonprofit on Frankford Avenue
founded in 1902 serving survivors
of donestic violence, famlies
experi enci ng honel essness, ol der
adults and people who are food
i nsecure. As a nonprofit, we do
not pay to be a nenber of the
Fi sht owmn Kensi ngt on Busi ness
| mprovenment District. But even so,
their work has had particularly
positive inpact on Lutheran

Settl enent House and the peopl e
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that we serve.

The BID s conmitnent to
cl eani ng has been incredible. LSH
has certainly experienced the
chal l enge of fighting trash on our
own property so | know t he heavy
lift that it is to do this in a
full corridor. |I'mgrateful for
these efforts which keep a safe,
inviting and dignified environnent
for our clients as they cone for
services. And |I'mgrateful that
Mark and the BID staff, who | know
have personally picked up trash to
hel p us and who are quick to
contact 311 and graffiti renoval
when there have been issues on our
property.

| also want to highlight
t he Fi shtown anbassadors. W had
concerns about the Fishtown
anbassadors when they started. W
wor ked with many unhoused peopl e
and people in crisis and we were

concerned about how they woul d be
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treated and we worried that
Fi sht owmn woul d be | ess welcomng to
t he people that we serve.

I'"'mgrateful that these
concerns have proven unfounded.

The BID has actually gone to
admrable lengths to bring
resour ces supporting unhoused
people into the conmmunity, even
when there have been individuals
who have caused problens for the
busi ness conmuni ty.

The BIDis first |ooked for
sol utions, rooted in conpassion and
finding resources to help people as
an organi zation that perforns
de- escal ati on on a regul ar basis.
W' ve seen the anbassadors in
action and we appreciate their
skill and sensitivity. As the
nei ghbor hood has changed, we have
wor ked -- we have wondered if our
presence on the corridor and in the
heart of the business community and

the presence of our clients, we
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wondered if they would continue to
be enbraced.

W' ve been grateful that
the BI D has been responsive, eager
to help, open to tal king through
i ssues. The BID has hel ped create
rel ationshi ps between LSH and the
busi ness comuni ty, increasing our
donations and volunteers while al so
hel pi ng busi nesses under st and what
we do.

As a result, we have
received many referrals froml oca
busi nesses, for our donestic
vi ol ence counseling, for our food
pantry and for our center for ol der
adults. LSH has been grateful for
the ways the BID has hel ped us
serve our conmmunity and help the
busi ness community to support LSH

I think thriving
comuni ti es need strong business
busi nesses and strong soci al
services and we're grateful that

the BI D has gone out of their way
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to include us as a val uabl e part of
the comunity. Qur hope is to
continue to coll aborate with the
BIDin the years to cone. Thank
you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you.

Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Squill a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you. | also want to thank you for
t he dunk tank at the event that
Lut her Settlenment had. The water
was col d though.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  You got
dunked? Mark got dunked.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Yes.
Thank you for your testinony.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Any
photos? Love to see that. Thank
you for your testinony.

Any ot her questions from
the -- okay. Al right. Thank you
for being here, for your testinony.

Is there anyone el se here
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for public comment? Please step
forward. Two nore.

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Al
right. Please state your nane for
the record and proceed with your
testi nony.

MR. SERRANO My nane is
Robert Serrano. Last nane is
S-e-r-r-a-n-o. Good norning,

Chai rman and nenbers of the
Commttee. M nane is Robert
Serrano. |'m speaking on Bil
240612 as an affected property
owner of the Fishtown BID. I|I'ma
public school teacher and |I've
lived in the nei ghborhood for 40
years.

I would like to voice ny
opposition to the BID plan as
presented with the hope that it can
be di ssol ved or inproved. | want
to first point out that the BID has

not been the best neighbor. | live
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on Frankford Avenue and the BID has
often closed the street in front of
nmy house for events. Sonetines we
get no noti ce.

One time | had schedul ed a
delivery of a new stove for ny
famly. The BID changed the date
of a street closure and | was
unabl e to accept delivery. These
ki nd of inconveni ences have pil ed
up over years. As long as |'ve
lived here, |'ve cl eaned ny own
sidewal k. The BID hires a teamto
pi ck up trash, but they are not
responsi ve and we frequently have
overflow ng trash cans.

W have a sanitation
departnent and we are a union city.
This work should be theirs.

Li kewi se, the BID hires a security
t eam but sone of the neighbors find
this intimdating. Once again, we
have a police departnment and this
shoul d be done by them

We tal k about affordable
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housi ng, but the BID fees nake
housi ng | ess affordable. The
residential properties do not
benefit fromany of the BID
services either. Qur businesses do
not all benefit either. Qur
dentists and barbers do not benefit
fromextra Friday night foot
traffic. None of these business
shoul d be paying for this.

| respectfully ask that
further changes be made to the BID
plan, if not dissolved. | would
like to propose two nodest changes
to this plan. First, 22 of the
properties listed in the plan are
owned by the governnent. Even
t hough they won't be paying, this
inflates a denom nator used to
cal cul ate the share of objectors.

These properties wll
nei t her pay nor object and shoul d
not be counted at all. | would
like to introduce that list to

Council, (inaudible) admt it, ask
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Council to renmove them fromthe
plan. And | have that right here.
kay. 1'd also |ike to propose
that the Chief Cerk keep the
objection letters confidenti al
under certain conditions to prevent
a chilling effect on public

I nvol venent. | have anendnent text
if Council would admt it. And
this is the proposed anendnent
text.

In the event that the final
pl an does not receive a sufficient
nunber of witten objections to
di sapprove the plan, any objection
letters received wll be kept
confidential by the Chief Cerk
until January 1, 2030 or until the
di ssolution of the BID, if any,
whi chever cones earlier.

In the event that the final
plan is not approved, any witten
obj ections will becone public
record. Explanation: To avoid any

chilling effect arising fromthe
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passage of the plan despite

obj ections, identity of the

obj ections wll be kept
confidential for the duration of
the BID term Should the BID not
be approved as a result of the

obj ections, the objections
necessarily becone part of the
public record. And again, | would
love to submt this and this, these
two itens.

One last thing, | just want
to say -- it says here in the
package you sent us that there's
going to be a final plan, so that
was not clear. It didn't state
whet her or not. Then it says, a
copy of a final plan and notice of
the public hearing on the plan wll
be mailed to all property owners
within the proposed district.

I, nyself, own a property
but it's owner-occupied. | feel
l'i ke I should have a vote because

you' re maki ng deci sions on ny
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property. Like, if | decide |I want
toturn it into a rental tonorrow,

| have to pay that noney. If |

want to open up a business, | have
to pay that noney. So | should
have a seat at the table and should
be able to have a vote on it.

As | understood it, that's
what | thought | read here in this
paper that you sent out to us. It
includes -- if you | ook at your
passage, it says affected
properties within the district wll
have 45 days fromthe date of the
| ast hearing on the final plan to
file objections to and di sapprove
the final plan for the proposed
continuation of the district. Such
obj ections nust be in witing.

Now, you've made this
really hard on the people. It's
easy for them because if you don't
vote, it's a yes vote for them
I've never seen anything like that.

It's very undenocratic. They
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shoul d have -- the onus shoul d be
on themto get people to say, hey,
we want this BID, it's such a great
thing. Wiy don't you work it that
way where they have to cone out and
bring the people rather than have
sonet hi ng?

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  It's
the way the Bl Ds were started.

It's state aw. We would have to
change the state law if we were
going to change the way it is, the
voting process takes pl ace.

MR. SERRANO. Yeah. |If
it's sonmething you guys can do
here, Council nenbers --

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: W
can't do it here, but the state can
change it.

MR. SERRANO It's
undenocratic, | nean, the way it's
set up. And at |east we should
have a vote. W should have a say
in our property and what we can do

wth it because it does affect us.
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COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Ckay.
Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Pl ease
state your nane for the record and
proceed with your testinony, sir.

MR, PASTON: Scott Paston
and we own a property at 127 West
Grard. W're onthe list. It's
own commercial. However, we've
owned it since 1989, | think. Qur
taxes are conpletely paid up even
t hough you guys keep raising it
unreasonable. The commercial part
of it has never been occupied. W
store our own personal possessions
t here.

| have bars on the w ndow.
| have a security system And
during Black Lives Matter, |
i nstall ed wooden panels and | never
took themoff. | just painted
them And whenever there's
graffiti which is quite frequent, |
take care of it. | called the Cty

once and they painted it the wong
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color so | had to do it again.
W're really close to the
El , which has a popul ati on that
sone of your peopl e spoke about, |
say honeless, but | guess it's
unhoused nowadays. And they cone
under drug influences and they drop
stuff. They leave trash. [|I'm
constantly picking up trash because
we have had a couple of citations
for trash. |It's not our trash. |
pick it up anyway because |'m not
going to -- | see people do it and
I"'mnot going to say a word to them
because they could retaliate. |
don't want to get involved in that.
Al so, | shovel the snow |
have to dig nyself out at ny own
house to get over and do that, and
| doit wiwthin a certain, | think
it's six hours after it's
officially ending of the snow. |
do all that every single tine. |
have seen Wlling, Able -- WIIing,

Ready and Abl e guys every so often.
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| see a truck but | have never seen
t hem do anyt hi ng.

W' re close to Frankford
Avenue where all the bars and
restaurants are, so there's always
a lot of trash all over the place,
not necessarily there but towards
where we own property and we have
to clean it up. Anyway, basically
I'"'mobjecting to this additiona
tax because this paper cones out
right after you re-assess the
properties and you raised
everybody, so now the percentage --
t he percentage m ght be the sane
but the dollar nunber out of the
pocket is higher. N ce trick for
statistics.

But in the nmeantime since
our conmercial property is
unoccupi ed, we would lIike to be
exenpted fromthe list. 1'1l]
continue to take care of the trash
and the graffiti and the paint and

the snow and all that. | don't
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really have a problemw th that,
but I'mpointing out that | do it
because if you depend on the Gty
or sonebody else to do it, they
won't necessarily do it. Usually
they don't and we don't want a
citation because that's just nore
noney out of our pocket. So we
obj ect .

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Wl |,
t hank you for your testinony.

| do want to state for the
record that Philadelphia Gty
Council has not enacted a tax
i ncrease in recent nenory. | want
to say probably back to AVI | think
was the last time --

MR. PASTON:. Wait. Say
t hat agai n.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Yeah,
you' re tal ki ng about re-assessnent

whi ch is not Philadel phia Gty

Council. It is through the
Adm nistration. It's not
Phi | adel phia --
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MR. PASTON:. Well, the Gty
of Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Al |
right. I'msorry. But as a
| egi sl ative body, | just wanted to
make it clear it wasn't us.

MR PASTON: No, | know
that. I'mjust telling you that
goes into our reasons for
obj ecti ng.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: |
understand. The assessnents are
hi gher and an increased cost as
well to property owners, so |
understand that's the point that
you' re maki ng.

MR. PASTON. They doubl ed
it for no apparent reason. They
say the property has --

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Have
you filed an appeal ?

MR. PASTON. Yes, and they
argue anyway. The definition of
the word inprovenent for the Gty
of Phil adel phia is it inproved in
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the nmarket, but we're not in the
market. |If we were selling, okay,
| agree with that. W're just
payi hg our taxes.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Under st ood. Thank you for your
testinony. | don't want to cut
anybody short but we are going to
| ose our quorum shortly, so | want
to nmake sure that anyone el se who
is here to testify has an
opportunity to do so.

(Hand rai sed.)

COUNCI LWOMAN BASS:  Ckay.
Pl ease cone forward.

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Good
nor ni ng.

M5. DIPIETRO Hi . Good
nor ni ng.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Pl ease
state your nanme for the record and
proceed with your testinony. W

are going to ask you to be brief so
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that we can conduct the business of
the Commttee.

M5. DIPIETRO. Perfect. M
nane is Bianca DiPietro. |'ve been
a menber of the BID since the
beginning. |1've lived in Fishtown
for about 15 years. |'ve owned a
store on Frankford for 11, and 10
years ago we tried to do this
without the BID and it was just a
bunch of busi ness owners getting
together trying to nmake positive
changes in the area, and it was
hard. W could not do this.

Alot of the retail owners
are wonen, they're nothers. They
work multiple jobs. Like, we do
not have tine additionally and
funds to do this wthout the BID,
so we are very thankful to have
them And as you've heard, there's
a lot of concerns over safety and
trash. And, yes, ideally this is
sonething the Gty should be doing,

but the area is grow ng
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exponentially. \Wether you support
it or not it's happening. And the
City just does not have the
resources to give us when it cones
to trash renoval and safety.
I'"'mvery thankful | don't
have to spend the first two hours
every day cleaning up trash out in
front of my store, and |'mvery
happy that | have the security team
avai |l abl e to assist during
altercations. Wen in the past
when you call the police, they
don't show up. So it's been
I nval uabl e to us as busi ness owners
to have themas a resource, and
we're better off with the BID than
we are without. It's not going to
be ideal for everybody, not
everyone's going to like it. But |
think the overall benefits that it
provides to people is invaluable
like | said. So | hope you support
the reauthori zation. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
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you for your testinony.

And can we have you state
your nane for the record and
proceed.

M5. GREEN.  Yes. M nane
Is Janae Green. | ama | ocal
busi ness owner. Al so, a resident
of Fishtown and I'ma commttee
person within that district as
well. And |I'mdefinitely for our
re-aut horization. Being a business
owner in the area for over 11 years
now, we've been really hard struck
on our corner of Front and Grard
and being able to have this speci al
security to help us and to have the
City actually help with the BID of
maki ng sure that our corner is
cl ear and hel ping us clean, and the
police district is not overwhel ned
wi th having so many other things to
deal with, it just nakes it easier
havi ng the BID.

The BI D not only does that,

but if we want to have any speci al
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events wthin the comunity, we're
able to contact Mark and Kay and
they get things done for us, also
with the help of you, Council man
Squilla. W're right at the corner
of Front and Grard, so we
technically have two different
Councilmen and it's very difficult.

And having the BID be the
liaison to go to say, okay, we
would like to get this done, who do
we reach out to, it would be
I npossi ble without them | amalso
now t he Chairperson of the BID and
| feel that -- I'"'mnot trying to
bring anything into it, but being a
mnority and a woman and a not her,
having the BID to be sonething that
| can count on really helps to
all eviate any issues that | have
wi thin ny business.

So | really appreciate the
BID. | appreciate everything that
we have done together. Like

Bi anca, we started the Fi shtown Co.
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before we had a BID just trying to
hel p each ot her out before even
having the Gty back us. So now
that we actually have this BID I
really, truly hope that you
consider reauthorizing it for us.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:. Wl |,

t hank you for being here and thank
you for your testinony.

And is there anyone el se
here to testify or to offer public
comment ?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOMAN BASS:  Ckay.
Seei ng none, we'll now go into our
public neeting. This concludes the
public hearing. W wll now go
into a public neeting shortly to
consi der the action to be taken on
the bills before the Commttee
t oday.

The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | menber Squilla for a notion
on an anendnent to Bill No. 240499.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
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you, Madam Chai r.

| offer an anmendnent to
Bill No. 240499. A copy of the
amendnment has been circulated to
all menbers of the Commttee. |
nove that the anendnent to Bill No.
240499 be approved.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: The
Chair notes for the record that
Counci | menber Katherine Gl nore
Ri chardson seconds the notion. And
it's been noved and properly
seconded that Bill No. 240499 be
reported fromthis Commttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on and
further nove that the rules of
Counci| be suspended to permt
first reading of this bill at the
next session of Council.

Al'l those in favor of the
notion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Anyone

opposed?

Page 89

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmi ttee on Rul es
10/ 18/ 2024

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: The
ayes have it and the notion
carri es.

And the Chair now
recogni zes Counci | menber Squilla
for a notion on Bill No. 240612.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Madam
Chair, we want to do this notion,
as anmended.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: kay.
The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | renber Squilla for a notion
on Bill No. 240499 as anended.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you, Madam Chair.

| nove that Bill No. 240499
as anended be reported fromthis
Conmttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended and submt the first
reading of this bill at the next
session of Council.

(Duly seconded.)
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COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: The
Chair notes for the record that
Counci | menber Katherine Gl nore
Ri chardson seconds the notion.

It's been noved and
properly seconded that Bill No.
240499 be reported fromthis
Conmmttee with a favorable
reconmendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading
of this bill at the next session of
Counci | .

Al'l those in favor of the
notion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Anyone
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: The
ayes have it and the notion
carri es.

The Chair recognizes
Counci |l menber Squilla for a notion

on Bill No. 240612.
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COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you, Madam Chair.

| nove that Bill No. 240612
be reported fromthis Commttee
wth a favorabl e recomendati on and
further nove that the rules of
Counci| be suspended as to the
first reading of this bill at the
next session of Council.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: The
Chair notes for the record that
Counci | nrenber Kat herine Gl nore
Ri chardson seconds the notion. And
it has been noved and probably
seconded that Bill No. 240612 be
reported fromthis Conmttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on and
further nove that the rules of
Counci| be suspended to permt the
first reading of this bill at the
next session of Council.

Al those in favor of the
notion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)
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COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:. Anyone
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  The
ayes have it and the notion
carries.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Squilla for a notion
on Bill No. 240656.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you, Madam Chair.

| nove that Bill No. 240656
be reported fromthis Commttee
wth a favorabl e recomendati on and
further nove that the rules of
Counci|l be suspended as to permt
the first reading of this bill at
t he next session of Council.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: The
Chair notes for the record that
Counci | mrenber Kat herine Gl nore
Ri chardson seconds the notion. And
it's been noved and properly

seconded that Bill No. 240656 be
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reported fromthis Commttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on and
further nove that the rules of
Counci | be suspended to permt the
first reading of this bill at the
next session of Council.

Al'l those in favor of the
notion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Is
t here anyone who's opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  The
ayes have it and the notion
carri es.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Squilla for a notion
on Bill No. 240661.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you, Madam Chair.

I nove that Bill No. 240661
be reported fromthis Conmttee
with a favorabl e recommendati on and
further nove that the rules of

Counci| be suspended as to permt
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the first reading of this bill at
t he next session of Council.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  The
Chair notes for the record that
Counci | woman Kat herine G | nore
Ri chardson seconds the noti on.

It's been noved and
properly seconded that Bill No.
240661 be reported fromthis
Conmttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt the first
reading of this bill at the next
sessi on of Council .

Al those in favor of this
notion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Those
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: The
ayes have it and the notion

carri es.
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And if there's no
addi tional remarks -- okay. The
ayes have it. The notion carries.

If there's no additiona
remarks, this concludes the
busi ness of the Conmttee on Rul es
today. W thank you very nuch for
your attendance. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you.

(Conmittee on Rul es

concluded at 11:40 a.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

I, hereby certify that the proceedi ngs
and evidence noted are contained fully and
accurately in the stenographic notes taken by
me in the foregoing nmatter, and that this is a

correct transcript of the sane.

TANEHA CARROLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of this
transcri pt does not apply to any reproduction
of the sane by any neans, unless under the
di rect control and/or supervision of the

certifying reporter.)
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