Stated Meeting

COUNCI L OF THE A TY OF PH LADELPH A
STATED MEETI NG

Room 400, City Hall

Phi | adel phi a, Pennsyl vani a
May 14, 2026

10: 00 a. m

PRESENT:

COUNCI L PRESI DENT KENYATTA JOHNSON
COUNCI LWOVAN NI NA AHVAD

COUNCI LWOVAN CI NDY BASS

COUNCI LMAN M CHAEL DRI SCOLL

COUNCI LWOVAN CI NDY GAUTHI ER

COUNCI LWOVAN KATHERI NE G LMORE RI CHARDSON
COUNCI LMAN JI M HARRI TY

COUNCI LMAN CURTI S J. JONES, JR
COUNCI LWOVAN RUE LANDAU

COUNCI LWOVAN QUETCY M LOZADA
COUNCI LMAN BRI AN J. O NEILL

COUNCI LMAN NI COLAS O ROURKE

COUNCI LMAN ANTHONY PHI LLI PS

COUNCI LMAN MARK SQUI LLA

COUNCI LMAN | SAI AH THOVAS

COUNCI LMAN JEFFREY YOUNG, JR

ELI ZABETH McCOLLUM NAZARI O, CHI EF CLERK
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5/ 14/ 26 - STATED - | NVOCATI ON

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Good norni ng, everyone.

(Good norning.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Good norni ng, everyone.

(Good norning.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: | note that the hour has
come and a quorumof this Gty
Council is present. This Council
session is now in order.

To give our invocation
this norning, the Chair recognizes
El der Wenton Wight of Oak Lane
Presbyterian Church. He is here
today as guest of Council nenber
Dr. Anthony Phillips. | wll ask
all nmenbers and guests to pl ease
rise.

(Counci | renbers, guests
and visitors rise.)

ELDER WRI GHT: Good
nmorning. As introduced, | am
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Wenton Wight, an Elder at QGak
Lane Presbyterian Church, here this
norning to give the opening prayer.
And | bring fromny congregation at
Cak Lane Presbyterian Church
salutations and a great sense of
gratitude for you all having us
here this norning. Oak Lane
Presbyterian Church, being a church
in the Northwest section of
Phi | adel phia, in the East Oak Lane
nei ghborhood in the 9th
Councilmanic District, where we are
happily and wonderfully represented
here on Council by Council man
Ant hony Phillips, and we thank you
all for all the work that you do.
The gratitude that | bring cones
fromtwo points of origin.

First, being our
gratitude for the work that Cty
Council, as a governing body, does

for this city to nake it the
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wonder ful place that we all |ive
and enjoy and work in, and where
many of us have raised our
famlies. And the second point of
origin, where that sense of
gratitude emanates from is the
fact that we were invited here by
Councilman Phillips to present
this, and I want to thank him for
that. And I want to thank Council,
and | personally want to thank you
all for giving ne the opportunity
to present this opening prayer.

So, wth that, let us pray.

Dear Heavenly Fat her, we
gather this norning with thanks and
praise in our heart for you
awakening us all this norning to
allow us to participate in this
gl ori ous norning that you have in
store for us.

Heavenl y Fat her, not

only are we appreciative of this
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day that we are able to participate
in, but, Heavenly Father, we are
grateful for all of the days in the
past that have brought us to this
point, all the days, the weeks, the
mont hs, years, and hopeful decades
t hat you have planned for our lives
goi ng forward.

Heavenly Father, we al so
t hank you for allowing us to
assenble in this chanber this
norni ng so that the governing body
of Phil adel phia, this wonderful
Cty of Philadel phia, can continue
to deliberate, discuss, discern and
come up with solutions to issues
and obstacles that nmay arise that
may stand in the way of their
continuing to do their due
diligence to nmake this city the
wonderful city that we know t hat
you have in store for it.

And, Heavenly Father, we
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know that with your |eadership and
your gui dance and us as sheep and
you as the shepherd, that the

m ssion of this Council wll go in
the direction that you have fit,
and it wll conme to the successful
concl usion that you have for it.
Heavenly Father, we al so want you
to be with Council as they prepare
for the many exciting events that
are in store for this city in the
upcom ng days, weeks, nonths

t hroughout the rest of the years,
Wi th the biggest one probably being
t he cel ebration of our 250th

birt hday of the founding of this
wonder ful country here on your
wonderful planet Earth, Heavenly
Fat her, where literally within a
mle or so fromwhere we gat her
this norning, the founding and the
foundation of this country was put

in place, whereas we can enjoy it
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as we do today.

So, Heavenly Father, we
thank you for that. W thank you
for the work that the Gty Council
does and wll continue to do to
ensure that this city and the
muni ci pality maintains the vibrant
city that we all enjoy as we are
gat hered today. So, Heavenly
Fat her, continue to be wwth them
| ead them as their shepherd, |ead
us all as the sheep that we are,

di sci pl es of yours, follow ng your
shepherd | ead.

Heavenly Fat her, because
we know t hat everything that you
are involved in wll have the
successful outcone that you have
intended it forward. So, Heavenly
Fat her, please be with us all as we
move forward today and throughout
the days of our lives as we nove

forward and pray in the nane of
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Your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

(Amen.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Anmen. The Chair thanks
the Elder for the invocation.

Council will now be at
ease.

(Counci | at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The next order of
busi ness is the Approval of the
Journal of the neeting of Thursday,
May 7, 2026.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Ci ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. President.

| nove that the Journal
of the neeting of Thursday, My 7,
2026 be approved.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
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properly seconded that the Journal
of the neeting of Thursday, My 7,
2026 be approved.

Al'l in favor indicate by
sayi ng aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it. And
the Journal is approved.

The next order of
busi ness is request for |eave of
absence. And the Chair recognizes
Maj ority Leader Katherine Gl nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,
M. President.

On behal f of the
Majority, there are no requests for

| eave of absence today.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair thanks the
Majority Leader.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menmber Nicol as O Rourke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Thank you, M. President.

On behal f of the
Mnority, we request a | eave of
absence for Mnority Leader Kendra
Br ooks t oday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

The Chair thanks the
Counci | menber. Leave wll be
gr ant ed.

The Chair now recogni zes
Majority Leader Katherine Gl nore
Ri chardson for a nption concerni ng
certain legislative matters that
may arise during the course of
today's session of Council and that

were not |isted on the Cal endar
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circulated prior to today's Counci l
sessi on.

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Thank you,
M. President.

| nmove that any of the
following matters, if considered
t oday, may be added to the agenda
for this session of Council and, as
requi red by | aw, subsequently
publ i shed on an anended agenda
after the consideration of those
matters: resolutions authorizing
heari ngs, anendnents to bills on
first reading, the reconsideration
of a bill vetoed by or re-called
fromthe Mayor, anendnents to bills
re-called fromthe Mayor,
resol utions taking substantive
action to be voted on in this
session, a notion to withdraw a
bill or resolution that is not on

the Cal endar and a notion placing a
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bill or resolution on or returning
a bill or resolution fromthe
Suspensi on Cal endar that is not
| isted on today's Cal endar.

The purpose of this
notion is to provide the public
Wi th notice concerning possible
actions by Council that arose too
| ate to be included on the Cal endar
that was published prior to today's
sessi on.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
| egi sl ative natters stated by
Counci | menber Katherine Gl nore
Ri chardson may be added to the
agenda for today should those
matters arise during the course of
this session of Council.

Al'l those in favor

signify by saying aye.
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(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Anyone opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
notion carries.

The Chair w |l dispense
Wi th the regul ar order of business
to recogni ze the guests and
visitors joining us from chanbers
t hi s norning.

On behal f of all nenbers
of Gty Council, | welcone you to
our Council session. W appreciate
your taking the tinme to join us as
we attend to the |egislative
affairs of our great city. W
certainly invite you to conme again.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber |sai ah Thomas.

COUNCI LMAN THOMAS:  Good

nmor ni ng, Council President. Good
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nor ni ng, coll eagues. Good norni ng
to the Gty of Phil adel phia.

We have sone very
speci al guests here with us today.
| want to thank ny brother in North
Phi | adel phi a, Counci | nenber Young,
representing this great
organi zation. Also, | want to say
t hank you to Rep. Andre Carroll for
recommendi ng this organi zati on.

Can t he Bl ackhawks
Athletic Cub please stand?
They're in the bal cony here. The
Bl ackhawks represented the Cty of
Phi | adel phia in a very positive
way.

Counci | President,
hopefully we can get sone positive
attenti on because when young peopl e
go places and do sonet hi ng
negative, they're all over soci al
nmedi a. But these young peopl e went

to Florida and they defeated the
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Ducks of California to win the
American Youth Football, 12 and
under, Division 1 National
Champi onshi p. Thank you all for
standi ng for our young peopl e.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Yes, absolutely. Let's
encourage themand let's uplift
t hem

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  They
finished the season as one of the
only teans in the history of
Phi | adel phia to bring a national
foot bal | chanpi onship back to the
city, and they are one of the best
teans in the entire country, as
they finish their season as the No.
2 ranked teamin the entire
country. | just want to say
congratul ati ons and thank them for
bei ng here, watching their action

I n governnent.
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But nost inportantly,
l et's nmake sure we highlight these
young people for the great things
they did, just |like we highlight
young peopl e when things don't go
well. So thank you, young peopl e.
W're glad you' re here and we
appreciate all the parents and
adults. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: And | want to acknow edge
one of the coaches is from South
Philly, Coach Moot (ph) and thank
you for the hard work you're doing
for the Bl ackhawks of North Philly.

Let's give a round of
appl ause, y'all. Uplifting our
young people. That's what it's all
about .

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: At this tine, the Chair
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recogni zes Counci |l menber C ndy Bass
who will present a resolution
recogni zi ng and honoring My 21st
of each year as Ona Judge Day in
the Gty of Philadelphia. WII
M chael Coard and those
acconpanyi ng him pl ease join the
Counci | menber G ndy Bass at the
podi um

Joi ni ng Menber Bass is
Counci | menber JimHarrity,
Counci | menber Dr. Anthony Philli ps,
Counci | mrenber Rue Landau,
Counci | menber Dr. N na Ahmad and
Counci | menber N col as O Rour ke and
Counci | menber Curtis Jones. The
floor is yours.

(Counci | renbers and
guests approach podi um)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you. Good norning, everyone.

(Good norning.)

COUNCI LWOMAN BASS: It
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is an honor, and a privilege and a
pl easure to be here with you today
as we cel ebrate Ona Judge Day. And
because we don't have Counci |
sessi on next week, we're here today
to cel ebrate May 21st of each year
as Ona Judge Day in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

Ona Judge was an
ens|l aved African woman who was hel d
by George Washi ngton at the
President's House right here in the
Cty of Philadelphia. On My 21,
1796, she courageously escaped
bondage and cl ai mred her freedom
O the nine enslaved African
descendants held by Washington in
Phi | adel phia, Ona Judge was the
only one who escaped and was never
recaptured. Despite repeated
efforts to force her back into
sl avery, she refused to surrender

her freedomand |ived the rest of
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her life as a freed woman. Her --

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOMAN BASS: Al
right now Yes, yes. Her story
rem nds us that the struggle for
liberty in Anrerica was not only
witten in foundi ng docunents, but
carried forward by peopl e brave
enough to demand freedom for
t hensel ves. By honori ng Ona Judge,
we honor truth, resilience and the
ongoi ng fight for justice. And the
resolution reads: Recognizing and
honori ng May 21st of each year in
the Gty of Philadel phia as Ona
Judge Day.

Wher eas, Ona Judge was
one of nine enslaved African
descendants held i n bondage by
George Washi ngton during his
presi dency from 1790-1797 at the
President's House | ocated at 6th

and Market Streets in Phil adel phia,
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the site of Anrerica's first Wite
House; and

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU.
Wher eas, despite Pennsylvania's
1780 Gradual Abolition Act, along
with its 1788 anmendnment and the
status of Philadel phia as the Gty
with the largest free Bl ack
popul ation in the nation at the
time, Ona Judge and others were
unl awful I y kept ensl aved t hrough
deli berate efforts to circunvent
and actually break the |law, and

Whereas, on May 21,
1796, Ona Judge courageously
escaped from bondage, resisting the
institution of slavery and
asserting her right to freedom
ultimately fl eeing to New Hanpshire
where, as a free wonman, she
outlived George and Martha
Washi ngton by nore than 50 years;

and
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COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Whereas, Ona Judge's life
represents a powerful act of
resi stance, self-determ nation and
courage, as she evaded repeated
efforts to be recaptured and
refused to return to ensl avenent
despite pressure and pursuit; and

Wher eas, her story is a
critical part of both
Phi | adel phia's and the nation's
history, illustrating the
contradictions between the ideals
of liberty and the realities of
slavery in the foundi ng of the
United States; and

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:
Wher eas, Ona Judge was one of nine
ensl aved African descendants held
at the President's House, and while
this resolution recogni zes her
specifically, it does not dimnish

the lives, struggles, and humanity
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of the eight others who were al so
hel d i n bondage, including
Hercul es, who simlarly escaped
from George Washi ngton's househol d;
and

Wher eas, The Avengi ng
The Ancestors Coalition (ATAQ),
founded in June 2002 by M chael
Coard, Esquire, has | ed sustained
advocacy to ensure the truth about
slavery at the President's House is
told, preserved and publicly
recogni zed; and

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE
Wher eas, on May 21, 2003 and every
year since, The Avenging The
Ancestors Coalition has organi zed
conmenor ati ons honoring Ona Judge's
escape, ensuring that her |egacy
and the broader history of enslaved
African descendants in Phil adel phia
are renenbered and uplifted; and

Whereas formally
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recogni zi ng May 21st as Ona Judge
Day wll institutionalize this
history within the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a, ensuring continued
public education, reflection and
recognition of the struggle for
freedom and justice; now,
therefore, be it

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Resol ved, by the Council of the
Cty of Philadel phia, that it
Her eby recogni zes and honors My
21st of each year as "Ona Judge
Day" in the Cty of Phil adel phia,
and encour ages residents,
educators, institutions and
communi ty organi zations to
commenorate this day through
education, reflection and
programm ng that uplifts the
hi story and | egacy of Ona Judge and
all those who resisted ensl avenent;

and
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Furt her Resol ved, that
an Engrossed copy of this
resol ution be presented to The
Avengi ng The Ancestors Coalition,
(ATAC) better known, as evidence of
the sincere admration and respect
of this legislative body.

Congratul ations. Thank you all.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Chair recogni zes M chael
Coard, Esquire, for renmarks.

MR COARD: It's a
dangerous thing to put a m crophone
in front of me. How many hours do
we have? 1In all seriousness, |et
me take about 30 seconds, and 9 of
the 30 seconds, | just want fol ks
to pause in honor of the nine
ensl aved African descendants at 6th
and Market, one of which is Ona
Judge. So just for nine seconds

pl ease, we'll have a nine-second
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monment of sil ence.

(Monment of silence.)

MR. COARD: And now,
with ny remaining 21 seconds, |
want to thank Council for doing
what it did today. Because early
on when we began this battle, we
had hoped that we'd becone
legitimate and official and we have
becone legitimate and official.

| say legiti mte because
ATAC started off as, | don't want
to call us a gang, but we were a
guerrilla army avengi ng our
ancestors. And now, we've gotten
the official sanctioning fromthis
| egi sl ati ve body and we appreciate
it.

And the final thing
want to say is this: it's not only
great that Gty Council has done
this, but it's tinely. W're on

the eve of the 250th anniversary of
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the birth of this country and nany
people will be paradi ng around
sayi ng how nuch of a patriot they
are and how much they |love this
country. But you can't |ove
sonet hi ng unl ess you know t he good,
the bad and the ugly.

You m ght think you | ove
your husband or your w fe because
he or she or they brings you
fl owers every norning, but you
didn't realize that they were a
serial killer at night, so you need
to know everything about them So
when | tal k about Anmerica, you can
tal k about the good. And the good
of Anerica is the battl e agai nst
tyranny. |'ll concede that.

But then you got the bad
about America, the m streatnent of
wonen, and you have the ugly about
Anerica, the genocide of our red

brothers and sisters and the
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ensl avenent of the Bl ack ones.
Thank you, City Council.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Council w il be at ease.

(Counci | at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber M ke Driscoll, who
w il present a resolution honoring
and congratul ati ng sonmeone who is
wel | - deserved of such an honor,
that's Sam Rhoads of PIDC, on his
retirenent after 31 years of
di sti ngui shed servi ce.

PIDC is Phil adel phia's
public-private econom c devel opnent
corporation and recogni zi ng Sam
Rhoads for his transformative
i npact on the GCty's economc
| andscape. Wuld Sam Rhoads and
t hose acconpanying himto the

podi um pl ease j oi n Counci | nenber
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M ke Driscoll.

Joi ni ng Counci | menber
Driscoll are the foll ow ng
Counci | menbers: Counci | mrenber Rue
Landau, Council nenber Mark Squill a,
Counci | menber Jim Harrity,
Counci | menber Dr. Anthony Philli ps,
Counci | menber Quetcy Lozada and
Counci | menber G ndy Bass. And the
floor is yours, Menber Driscoll.

(Counci | renbers and
guests approached podi um)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Well, thank you, M. President.

This is a big day for us
to honor Sam Rhoads and his famly
and his friends. Sams
contributions to the city often go
unnoti ced, but that wll change
today because it will be forever
engrossed in Gty Council history.
Thi s man has been working since

1995 at the Phil adel phia |Industri al
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Devel opnment Cor poration, working on
projects |ike the Navy Yard, the
sports conpl exes, the Medi cal
District now where CHOP is, the old
Schmdt's Brewery site. | can go
on and on about the behind-the-
scenes work that Sam Rhoads has
done, that wll be forever etched
in our history, both in our econony
and in our projects, as we drive
t hroughout the sixth largest city
i n Aneri ca.

So we're very grateful,
Sam for your contributions and for
your famly that allowed you to
gi ve us so many of your weekends
and nights, and you nane it. So
wth that, 1'll begin our well-
deserved recognition of you, Sam
Rhoads.

Honori ng and
congratul ati ng Sam Rhoads on his

retirenent after 31 years of
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di sti ngui shed service at Pl DC,
Phi | adel phia's public-private
econom ¢ devel opnent corporation,
and recogni zing his transformative
I npact on the Cty's economc
| andscape;

Wher eas, Sam Rhoads
j oined PIDC on January 3, 1995,
enbar ki ng on a career spanning nore
than three decades defined by
I nnovation, |eadership as Executive
Vi ce-President and brief tenure as
Interi mPresident, where he gui ded
the organi zation's real estate,
financi ng and busi ness support
functions through its nost pivotal
chapters; and

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU.
Wher eas, Samwas instrunental in
I ntroduci ng and scaling critical
financial tools, including the
first local use of Tax | ncrenent

Financing (TIF), the HUD Section
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108 Loan Guarantee Program and the
| aunch of PIDC s Community
Devel opnent Financial Institution
(CDFlI), which have becone essenti al
engi nes for inclusive | ocal
devel opnent and capital delivery to
under served conmunities; and

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Wher eas, Sanis expertise in public-
private project finance hel ped
catalyze the revitalization of
Phi | adel phia's nost iconic
| andmar ks, including the master-
pl anned transformati on of the
1200- acre Phil adel phia Navy Yard
into a global innovation district;
his integral role in structuring
t he devel opnent of the Phil adel phia
current professional sports
conpl ex; and his contribution in
facilitating the conpl ex financing
required to renovate and repurpose

several vacant, historic high-rises
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into world-class hot el
conbi nati ons; and

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Whereas, his | eadership drove the
transformation of industrial sites,
i ke the forner Schmdt's Brewery
at Second and Grard, a project
that junp-started growth in
Nort hern Liberties, Fishtown and
Kensi ngton and the evol ution of the
former Gvic Center into a worl d-
cl ass healthcare and life sciences
canmpus, now anchored by | eadi ng
I nstitutions such as Penn Medi ci ne
and the Children's Hospital of
Phi | adel phia (CHOP); and

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Wher eas, beyond his technical
mast ery, Sam has dedi cated hinsel f
to the comunity through board
service at the Wck House and The
Wstar Institute as well as through

board service, while serving as a
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st eadf ast nentor to generations of
PIDC staff, cultivating a culture
of excellence and integrity that
will shape the Gty's economc
devel opnent for years to cone; and

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Wher eas, on May 15, 2026, Sam
Rhoads wi |l conclude his 31-year
chapter at PIDC, |eaving behind an
indelible inprint on the city's
skyline and econom c | andscape as
he transitions into a well-deserved
retirenent to focus on his famly.
Good for you, good for you. Now,
therefore, be it

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Resol ved, that the Council of the
Cty of Phil adel phia, Hereby honors
and congratul ates Sam Rhoads on his
retirenment and expresses its
sincere gratitude for his decades
of visionary service to the Cty of

Phi | adel phi a.
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Furt her Resol ved, that
an Engrossed copy of this
resol ution be presented to Sam
Rhoads as a token of this
| egi sl ative body's profound respect
and admration. And if | could
add, as | take a nonent of personal
privilege and just say, as a Board
menber of PIDC, congratul ations on
your retirenent. W have sone
fol ks joining us here on the
podium and with us getting with
the Gty of Philadel phia getting
ready to open up on the world stage
with FIFA and so many ot her things
happeni ng, so nmuch of what is
happeni ng has been acconpli shed
t hrough Sam Rhoads making it happen
for our city.

And so, we really
woul dn't be the city that we are
t oday wi thout your expertise, input

and i nvol venent. Thank you, Sam
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for your years of service. Cod
bl ess.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Congratul ations. Chair
recogni zes Sam Rhoads.

MR RHOADS: | didn't
prepare anything, but | started at
PI DC 31 years ago for one reason,
which is | was really born and
rai sed in Philadel phia and | was
really excited at the opportunity
to figure out how to encourage
i nvestnent into every nei ghborhood
of the city, including the | owest-
I ncone nei ghbor hoods of the city
t hat had seen so nuch di si nvest nent
over such a long period of tine.

But | will tell you 31
years ago, that's why | took the
job. I never for a second thought
that 31 years later | would be

standing in this roomin front of
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this group, and | thank you to the
Counci | people, | thank you to ny
famly. You do wonderful,
wonder ful hard work. | appreciate
the positions that you're in every
day and | thank you for this honor.
It's truly an honor.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Council will be at ease.

(Counci | at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The next order of
busi ness i s communi cations. The
Chair requests the Sergeant-at-Arns
deliver the nessages fromthe Mayor
to the Chief O erk.

Wul d the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the nessages fromthe
Mayor and any ot her conmuni cati ons
In his possession.

CH EF CLERK: To the

Presi dent and the nenbers of the
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Council of the Gty of

Phi | adel phia, | am submtting
herewith for the consideration of
your honorabl e body the foll ow ng
proposed: An ordi nance authori zi ng
the Director of Planning and

Devel opnment, on behalf of the Cty,
to file applications with the
United States Departnent of Housing
and Urban Devel opnent for a

Communi ty Devel opnent Bl ock G ant;
to file applications to participate
in the HOVE | nvestnent Partnership
program and t he Enmergency Sol utions
Grant program to apply for a

Housi ng Qpportunities for Persons
with AIDS grant; to file
applications wth the Conmonweal t h
to obtain grants under the Act of
April 12, 1956, P.L. 1449, Section
4, as anended, to prevent and

el imnate blight; authorizing the

Director of Planning and
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Devel opnent and the Director of
Commerce to file applications to
obtain other grants fromthe
Commonweal t h; aut hori zing the
Director of Comrerce to use the
Section 108 Loan Cuarantee Program
and aut hori zing the D rector of
Pl anni ng and Devel opnent and the
Director of Commerce to enter into
al | understandi ngs and all
assurances contained in such
applications, and take all
necessary action to accept the
grants, all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

An ordi nance aut hori zi ng
an increase in the non-el ectoral
I ndebt edness of the Gty within the
Pennsyl vani a constitutional limt;
aut hori zing the Bond Conmittee to
sell bonds at public or private
negoti ated sale, to provide funds

toward various capital nunici pal
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pur poses; providing for
appropriations to the Sinking Fund
Comm ssion for the paynent of such
bonds; and aut hori zing agreenents
to provide credit or paynent or
liquidity sources for the bonds in
connection wth issuance of the
bonds, and certain other actions.
An ordi nance authori zing
t he Comm ssi oner of Public
Property, on behalf of the Cty of
Phi | adel phia, to enter into a | ease
agreenent, including a | ease
amendnment, for a portion of the
prem ses at 1341 North Del aware
Avenue for general office and
adm ni strative use by the Cty, all
under certain terns and conditi ons.
An ordi nance authori zing
t he Comm ssi oner of Public
Property, on behalf of the Cty of
Phi | adel phia, to enter into a
subl ease agreenent with the
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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Phi | adel phi a Muni ci pal Authority
for use by the Gty of a portion of
the prem ses |ocated at 701 Mar ket
Street, all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

An ordi nance anendi ng
Chapter 19-1200 of The Phil adel phi a
Code, entitled "Parking Tax," to
amend the definition of a parking
facility to exclude bus | oading
facilities frominposition of the
par king tax, under certain terns
and condi tions.

An ordi nance anendi ng
Section 14-702 of The Phil adel phi a
Code, entitled "Floor Area Height
and Dwelling Unit Density Bonuses,"
toclarify the terns of the public
street enhancenment bonus and make
rel ated techni cal changes, under
certain ternms and conditions.

An ordi nance anendi ng

Chapter 19-200 of The Phil adel phi a
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Code, entitled "Gty Funds -
Deposits, |nvestnents,

Di sbursenents," by anendi ng Section

19-201, entitled "City

Depositories,” to renove Bank of
New York Mellon as an authorized
financial institution in which the
City Treasurer may deposit funds,
all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

An ordi nance aut hori zi ng
the City Treasurer, on behal f of
the Cty, to enter into a provider
agreenent with the Ctizens Bank
Nat i onal Associ ation for provision
of payroll banking services to the
Cty, under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

An ordi nance authori zing
and approvi ng the execution and
delivery of a Service Agreenent

between The City of Phil adel phia
and The Phi | adel phia Mini ci pal
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Authority relating to the financing
of the acquisition of 400 North
Broad Street and 1501 Cal | owhil |
Street (together with certain
ancillary property rights), which
prem ses the Cty has sub-Ieased
for use as the Gty's police
headquarters and certain ot her

uses; approving the issuance by the
Aut hority of bonds, notes or other
evi dences of indebtedness

(i ncluding reinbursenent
obligations related to |lines or
letters of credit) in one or nore
series to finance or refinance such
acqui sition costs and authori zi ng
and approving the obligation of The
Cty of Philadel phia to pay in full
when due the Service Fee and ot her
anounts payabl e under the Service
Agreenment, authorizing certain Gty
officers to take certain actions

required to i ssue such bonds,
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notes, or other evidences of
I ndebt edness, covenanting that the
Cty of Philadelphia wll make
necessary appropriations in each of
the CGty's fiscal years to provide
for and wll nmake tinely paynents
of the service fee and ot her
anmount s due under the Service
Agreenment, and authorizing and
approving the Director of Finance
of the City and other Gty
officials to take ot her necessary
and appropriate actions to
ef fectuate the purposes of this
ordi nance, all under certain terns
and condi tions.

An ordi nance anendi ng
section 12 701 of the Phil adel phia
Code, entitled "Designation of

Bi cycl e Lanes," to authorize a
bi cycl e | ane and renoval of parking
on Roberts Avenue between Henry

Avenue and Fox Street, under
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certain ternms and conditions.

An or di nance aut hori zi ng
t he Phil adel phia Authority for
| ndustrial Devel opnent to convey
fee sinple title to all or a
portion of the property known as
5501 Tacony Street, for less than a
fair market val ue, under certain
terms and conditi ons.

An ordi nance aut hori zi ng
t he Comm ssioner of Public Property
of The City of Phil adel phia, on
behal f of The Gty of Phil adel phia
and in cooperation with The
Phi | adel phi a Muni ci pal Aut hority,
to undertake a Project to pronote
the health, safety and wel fare of
the residents of The Cty of
Phi | adel phi a; authorizing and
approving (i) a project including
the refundi ng of bonds issued to
refinance the New Youth Center

Facility, (ii) one or nore
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amendnents to an exi sting G ound
Lease, as previously anended,
between The City of Phil adel phia
and The Phi |l adel phi a Mini ci pal

Aut hority, (iii) one or nore
amendnents to an existing Prine
Lease, as previously anended,
between The City of Phil adel phia
and The Phi | adel phi a Mini ci pal

Aut hority and the assi gnnent of
such amendnents to a trustee, and
(iv) the obligation of the Cty of
Phi | adel phia to pay rent under the
Prime Lease as anended, when due,
approvi ng the issuance by the

Phi | adel phi a Muni ci pal Authority of
bonds in one or nore series from
time to tinme to pay the cost of
such project, authorizing certain
officers of the City of

Phi | adel phia to enter into such

| ease amendnents and to take such

ot her actions as may be necessary
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or appropriate to acconplish the

I ntent and purpose of this

ordi nance, agreeing to be bound by
each and every provision, covenant,
and agreenent set forth in the

G ound Lease and Prine Lease, as
anended, covenanting that the Cty
of Phil adel phia wll nake necessary
appropriations in each of the Gty
of Phil adel phia's fiscal years to
provi de for and nmake rental
paynments when due under the Prine
Lease as anended, all under certain
terms and conditions.

An or di nance approvi ng
the Fiscal Year 2027 Capital Budget
provi ding for expenditures for the
capital purposes of the
Phi | adel phia Gas Wor ks, including
t he supplying of funds in
connection therew th, and
acknow edgi ng recei pt of the

Revi sed Forecast of Capital Budgets
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for Fiscal Years 2028 through 2032,
all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

An or di nance approvi ng
t he anendnent of the Fiscal Year
2026 Capital Budget providing for
expenditures for the capital
pur poses of the Phil adel phia Gas
Wor ks (i ncluding the supplying of
funds in connection therew th)
subject to certain constraints and
condi ti ons and acknow edgi ng the
recei pt of the Revised Forecast of
Capi tal Budgets for Fiscal Years
2027 through 2031, as anended.

A resol ution confirm ng
t he appointnent of Layla Bibi to
serve on the Zoni ng Board of
Adj ust nment .

And | am pleased to
advi se you that on May 12, 2026, |
signed the followng bills which

wer e passed by Council at its
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session on May 7, 2026: Bill No.
251029, Bill No. 251067, Bill No.
251100, Bill No. 260242, Bill No.
260265, Bill No. 260266, Bill No.
260337, Bill No. 260338, Bill No.
260339, and Bill No. 260341.

There are no further
comruni cations in my possession,
Counci | President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very much. The
messages wll be printed in the
Jour nal

The next order of
busi ness is the introduction of
bills and resol utions.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Dr. Anthony Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Good norning, Council President
Johnson, and al so good norning to
everyone here today.

| have two privil eged
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resolutions and one bill for
I ntroduction today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very mnuch.

Wul d the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the titles of the bill
and resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance regulating the direction
of nmovenment of traffic on the 6500
bl ock of Pine Ri dge Road between
Chel t enham Avenue and Fari st on
Drive, and renoving the "No Parking
Anytime" restriction on the 6500
bl ock of Pine Ridge Road, all under
certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring and

recogni zing Ad Prinma Charter School
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for being designated a 2026 State
and National School of Character,
becom ng the first school in

Phi | adel phia to receive this

di stinction, and celebrating this
extraordi nary achi evenent as a
testanment to the school’s
commtnment to strong culture,
et hi cal | eadership, character
devel opnent, and educati onal
excel | ence.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privil eged resolution honoring and
recogni zi ng Russell Byers Charter
School on the occasion of its 25th
anni versary, and cel ebrating 25
years of educational excell ence,
civic purpose, and service to

children and famlies in the Cty
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of Phil adel phia, and further
recogni zi ng Laurada Byers for her
vi sionary | eadership and enduring
I npact .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

Chai r recognizes
Majority Leader Katherine Gl nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Good norni ng, Counci l
President. Good norning,
col | eagues.

Today | offer seven
bills on your behalf.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very mnuch.

Chief Cerk, please read
the title of the bills.

CH EF CLERK: An

or di nance anendi ng Chapter 19-1200
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of The Phil adel phia Code, entitled

“Parking Tax," to anend the
definition of parking facility to
excl ude bus loading facilities from
I nposition of the Parking Tax,
under certain ternms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance authori zing an increase
I n the non-el ectoral indebtedness
of the City within the Pennsyl vani a
constitutional limt; authorizing
the Bond Commttee to sell bonds at
public or private negotiated sale,
to provide funds toward vari ous
capi tal nmunici pal purposes;
provi ding for appropriations to the
Si nki ng Fund Commi ssion for the
paynent of such bonds; and

aut hori zi ng agreenents to provide
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credit or paynent or liquidity
sources for the bonds in connection
wi th issuance of the bonds, and
certain other actions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
conm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance aut horizing the
Comm ssi oner of Public Property of
the Gty of Philadel phia, on behalf
of the City of Philadel phia and in
cooperation with the Phil adel phia
Muni ci pal Authority, to undertake a
project to pronote the health,
safety and wel fare of the residents
of the City of Phil adel phi a;
aut hori zing and approving (i) a
proj ect including the refundi ng of
bonds issued to refinance the New
Youth Center Facility, (ii) one or

nore anendnents to an existing
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G ound Lease, as previously
amended, between The City of

Phi | adel phia and the Phil adel phi a
Muni ci pal Authority, (iii) one or
nore anendnents to an existing
Prime Lease, as previously anended,
between the City of Phil adel phia
and t he Phil adel phia Mini ci pal

Aut hority and the assignnent of
such anendnents to a trustee and
(iv) the obligation of the Cty of
Phi | adel phia to pay rent under the
Prime Lease, as anended, when due;
approving the issuance by the

Phi | adel phi a Muni ci pal Aut hority of
bonds, in one or nore series, from
tinme to tinme, to pay the cost of
such project, authorizing certain
officers of the City to enter into
such | ease anendnents and to take
such ot her actions as may be
necessary or appropriate to

acconplish the intent and purpose
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of this ordinance, agreeing to be
bound by each and every provi sion,
covenant, and agreenent set forth
in the G ound Lease and Prine
Lease, each as anended, and
covenanting that the Gty of
Phi | adel phia will nake necessary
appropriations in each of the Cty
of Phil adel phia's fiscal years to
provi de for and make rental
paynments when due under the Prine
Lease as anended, all under certain
terms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance authorizing the Gty
Treasurer, on behalf of the Cty,
to enter into a provider agreenent
with Ctizens Bank Nati onal

Associ ation for provision of
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Payrol | Banking Services to the
Cty, under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill wll be
referred to the appropriate
conm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance approving the Fiscal Year
2027 capital budget, providing for
the expenditures for the capital
pur poses of the Phil adel phia Gas
Wor ks, including the supplying of
funds in connection therewith, and
acknow edgi ng recei pt of the
Revi sed Forecast of Capital Budgets
for Fiscal Years 2028 through 2032,
all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate

comm ttee.
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CH EF CLERK: An
or di nance approvi ng the anmendnent
of Fiscal Year 2026 capital budget,
provi ding for expenditures for
capi tal purposes of the
Phi | adel phia Gas Wor ks, including
the supplying of funds in
connection therewth, subject to
certain constraints and condi tions,
and acknow edgi ng the recei pt of
the Revi sed Forecast of Capital
Budgets for Fiscal Years 2027
t hrough 2031, as anended.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
conm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance aut hori zing the Director
of Pl anni ng and Devel opnent, on
behal f of the Gty, to file
applications with the United States

Depart nent of Housi ng and Urban
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Devel opnment for a Community

Devel opnent Block Gant; to file
applications to participate in the
HOME | nvest nent Partnershi p program
and the Energency Sol utions G ant
program to apply for a Housing
Qpportunities for Persons with Al DS
grant; to file applications with
the Commonwealth to obtain grants
under the Act of April 12, 1956,
P.L. 1449, Section 4, as anended,
to prevent and elimnate blight;

aut horizing the Director of

Pl anni ng and Devel opnent and the
Director of Commerce to file
applications to obtain other grants
fromthe Comonweal t h; authori zing
the Director of Comrerce to use the
Section 108 Loan CGuarantee Program
and authorizing the Director of

Pl anni ng and Devel opnent and the
Director of Comrerce to enter into

al | understandi ngs and assurances
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contai ned in such applications and
take all necessary action to accept
the grants, all under certain terns
and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.

Chai r recognizes
Counci | menber Jam e Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Good norning, Council President.

Today | have seven
bills, five on your behalf and two
privileged resol utions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: Thank you very nuch.

Chief Cerk, please read
the titles of the bills and
resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance extendi ng and preserving

zoni ng approval s, density and
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di nmensi onal bonuses, and m xed
I nconme housi ng bonus entitlenents
granted to the Village Square on
Haverford m xed-use affordable
housi ng devel opnent | ocated at 601
North 37th Street, 3601 Haverford
Avenue, and 3611 Haverford Avenue
i n the Mantua nei ghbor hood of
Phi | adel phi a; and providing for
related matters.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance to anend the Phil adel phia
Zoni ng Maps by changi ng the zoning
desi gnations of certain areas of
| and | ocated wthin an area bounded
by Wal usi ng Avenue, Lancaster
Avenue, Main Street, Westm nster
Avenue, and 47th Street.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance anending Title 14 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled "Zoning
and Pl anning," by anending certain
provi sions of the CMX-1, Conmmerci al
M xed Use, zoning district
regar di ng uses, dinensional
requi renents, and parking, all
under certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill wll be
referred to the appropriate
conm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance anending Title 14 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled "Zoning
and Pl anning" by revising certain
provi sions of Section 14-513,
entitled "/TOD, Transit-Oiented

Devel opnment Overlay District," to
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renanme it "Transit Oiented
Communities Overlay District,” to
expand its applicability radius and
amendi ng various sections to make
changes to applicabl e use,
di mensi onal and parki ng standards,
all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: To anend
Title 14 of The Phil adel phi a Code,
entitled "Zoning and Pl anning," by
revising certain provisions rel ated
to the Transit | nprovenent Bonus to
clarify its paraneters and revise
t he bonus structure, and by maki ng
rel ated changes, all under certain
terms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
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referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance anendi ng Section 14-513
of The Phil adel phia Code, entitled
"Transit-Oiented Devel opnent
Overlay District," by exenpting
certain districts fromground fl oor
use requirenents, all under certain
terns and conditi ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: Anmendi ng
Section 14-600 of The Phil adel phi a
Code, entitled "Use Regul ations,"
to allow transit station use in
comrercial zoning districts, all
under certain terns and conditi ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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comm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution declaring My
13, 2026 as the 41st Anniversary of
t he MOVE Bonbi ng, as a day of
reflection and renenbrance in the
City of Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution authori zing
the Commttee on the Environnent to
hol d hearings on the inplenentation
and progress of vegetated green
stormnater infrastructure (GSl)
under the Geen Cty, Cean Waters
initiative, and to exam ne the
benefits of expandi ng G een
Stormmater I nfrastructure
t hroughout the Gty.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Majority Whip |saiah
Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOMVAS:  Good
nor ni ng, Council President. Good
nor ni ng, col |l eagues.

Today | offer two
resolutions. Thank you, sir.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very mnuch.

Chief Cerk, please read
the titles of the resolutions
pl ease.

CH EF CLERK: A
privil eged resol ution honoring and
congratul ati ng the Bl ackhawks
Athletic Cub Under 12 Football
Team on wi nning the 2025 Aneri can
Yout h Football 12U D vision |

Nat i onal Chanpi onshi p.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
and honoring the nonth of May as
"Youth Mental Health Awareness
Month" in the Gty of Philadel phia
to center the well-being of young
Phi | adel phi ans and urgi ng for
yout h-1ed, trauma-inforned
I nvestnents in every nei ghborhood.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Curtis Jones, Jr.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you, M. President.

Today | offer three

bills, one on your behalf.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  Thank you very nuch, sir.

Chi ef Cerk, please read
the titles of the bills.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance anending Title 22 of the
Phi | adel phia Code, entitled "Public
Enpl oyees Retirenent Code," by
nmodi fyi ng the circunstances when
certain Gty of Phil adel phia
enpl oyees are entitled to service-
connected death benefits, all under
certain ternms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
conm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance anending Title 12 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled
"Traffic Code," to designate East
Menorial Hall Drive and West

Menorial Hall Drive in Fairnount
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Park as one-way streets, under
certain terns and conditions and
aut hori ze and/ or enpower the
Departnent of Streets for the Cty
of Phil adel phia to take any and all
necessary actions to enforce this
Ordi nance pursuant to Chapter
12- 600 of The Phil adel phi a Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance to anmend the Phil adel phi a
Zoni ng Maps by changi ng the zoning
desi gnations of certain areas of
| and | ocated within an area bounded
by Roberts Avenue, W ssahi ckon
Avenue, Hunting Park Avenue and Fox
Street.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be

referred to the appropriate
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comm ttee.

Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Rue Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU
Good norni ng, Council President,
col | eagues and the public.

| have one privileged
resolution today, with you as a
prime co-sponsor. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

Chief Cerk, please read
the title of the resolution pl ease.

CH EF CLERK: A
privil eged resolution recogni zing
the nonth of May as Jew sh Anerican
Heritage Month in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate -- this
resolution will be placed on

today's Final Passage Cal endar.
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Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Quetcy Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you, Council President.

| have nothi ng today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very mnuch.

Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Jeffrey Jay Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

Today | have four bills.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very mnuch.

Chi ef Cerk, please read
the titles of the bills.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance authorizing the revision
of lines and grades on a portion of
Cty Plan No. 120, by striking from
the Gty Plan and vacati ng
Cleveland Street fromGrard Avenue
northwardly to Stiles Street, and
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striking fromthe Gty Plan and
vacating Stiles Street from 18th
Street westwardly to 19th Street,
under certain ternms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance anending Title 12 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled
“Traffic Code,” by anendi ng Chapter
12-800, entitled “Bicycle
Regul ati ons and Penalties,” to
aut hori ze the Departnent of
Li censes and I nspections to
establish an E-Bi ke Delivery
Li cense for persons who use
pedal cycles with electric assist to
perform comrerci al delivery
services in the Gty, and providing
for license requirenents,
i dentification, enforcenent, and
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penalties, all under certain terns
and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance anendi ng Chapter 9-5100
of The Phil adel phia Code, entitled
“Food Delivery Services,” to
require third-party food delivery
services to register certain
delivery workers who use bicycles
or pedal cycles with electric assist
and aut ononobus delivery units to
performdeliveries in the Gty, and
to require related identification,
recor dkeepi ng, reporting, and
conpl i ance neasures, and fees all
under certain terns and conditi ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be

referred to the appropriate
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comm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance aut hori zi ng and approvi ng
t he execution and delivery of a
Servi ce Agreenent between The City
of Phil adel phi a and The
Phi | adel phi a Muni ci pal Authority
relating to the financing of the
acqui sition of 400 North Broad
Street and 1501 Callowhill Street
(together with certain ancillary
property rights), which prem ses
the Gty has sub-|eased for use as
the Gty's police headquarters and
certain other uses; approving the
I ssuance by the Authority of bonds,
notes or other evidences of
I ndebt edness (i ncl udi ng
rei mbur senent obligations rel ated
to lines or letters of credit) in
one or nore series to finance or
refinance such acquisition costs

and aut hori zi ng and approving the
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5/ 14/ 26 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS

obligation of The Gty of

Phi | adel phia to pay in full when
due the Service Fee and ot her
anounts payabl e under the Service
Agreenent; authorizing certain Gty
officers to take certain actions
required to i ssue such bonds, notes
or other evidences of indebtedness;
covenanting that The Gty of

Phi | adel phia w ||l nake necessary
appropriations in each of the
Cty's fiscal years to provide for
and will make tinely paynents of
the service fee and other anounts
due under the service agreenent,
and aut hori zi ng and approving the
Director of Finance of the Cty and
other City officials to take other
necessary or appropriate actions to
ef fectuate the purpose of this

ordi nance, all under certain terns
and condi tions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.

Chair recognizes
Counci | menber JimHarrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Thank you, Council President.

| have no bills or
resol uti ons today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very much, sir.

Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Ni col as O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE
Thank you, M. President.

| have one privileged
resolution and | have two
non-privil eged resol uti ons today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very much.

Chief Cerk, please read
the titles of the resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A
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privileged resolution recogni zi ng
and cel ebrating Ben Fl etcher,

Phi | adel phia's revol utionary | abor

| eader, and honoring Local 8, the
1913 Longshorenen's Strike, and the
Cty's Black-led tradition of
multiracial solidarity in the fight
for dignity and respect at work and
I n our communities.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: A
non-privil eged resol ution urging
the Trunp Adm nistration to renove
Cuba fromthe list of State
Sponsors of Terrorism and urging
Congress to vote to end all
econom ¢ sancti ons agai nst Cuba.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be

pl aced on the Final Passage
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Cal endar for consideration at our
next session of Council.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resolution calling
on the Pennsyl vani a Gener al
Assenbly to enact |egislation that
woul d allow local jurisdictions to
adopt ranked choi ce voting.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on the Final Passage
Cal endar for consideration at the
next session of Council.

Chair recognizes
Counci | menber M ke Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Morni ng, M. President.

| have one privil eged
resolution and one bill on your
behal f.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very much, sir.

Wuld the Chief Cerk
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pl ease read the title of the bill
and resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance aut hori zi ng the
Phi | adel phia Authority for
| ndustrial Devel opnent to convey
fee sinple title to all or a
portion of property known as 5501
Tacony Street, for less than fair
mar ket val ue, under certain terns
and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution recogni zing
May 2026 as Brain Tunor Awareness
Mont h, raising awareness of the
I npact of brain tunors on
I ndi viduals, famlies and
comruni ties, and pronoting

education, research and support for
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t hose affect ed.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar. And thank you for that
resol ution, Council nenber M ke
Driscoll.

Counci | menber Bri an
O Neill.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL
Thank you, M. President.

| have no bills or
resol utions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you, sir.

Counci | menber Mar k
Squi | | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. President.

| offer seven bills.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very mnuch.

Chi ef Cerk, please read

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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the titles of the bills.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance aut horizing the
Comm ssi oner of Public Property, on
behal f of the Gty of Phil adel phia,
to enter into a | ease agreenent,
i ncluding a | ease anendnent, for a
portion of the prem ses at 1341
Nort h Del aware Avenue for general
office and adm nistrative use by
the City, all under certain terns
and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: An
or di nance anendi ng Section 14-702
of The Phil adel phia Code, entitl ed:
Fl oor Area, Height and Dwelling
Unit Density Bonuses," to clarify
certain ternms of public street

enhancenent bonus and nake rel at ed
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techni cal changes, under certain
ternms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance aut hori zi ng the
Comm ssi oner of Public Property, on
behalf of the Cty, to enter into a
subl ease agreenent with the
Phi | adel phi a Muni ci pal Aut hority,
for use by the Gty of a portion of
the prem ses | ocated at 701 Market
Street, all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance aut hori zi ng vari ous

encroachnents in the vicinity of
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1639 South 10th Street, under
certain ternms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill wll be
referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance anendi ng Section 9-208 of
The Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled
"Si dewal k Cafes," to revise
renmedi es and provide for
enf orcenment of sidewal k cafes
provi sions, all under certain terns
and condi tions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance to anend the Phil adel phia
Zoni ng Maps by changi ng the zoni ng
desi gnations of certain areas of

| and | ocated within an area bounded
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by Kensi ngton Avenue, Clearfield
Street, Tulip Street and Lehigh
Avenue.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: An
or di nance aut hori zi ng various
encroachnments in the vicinity of
2101 South 3rd Street, under
certain ternms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.

Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber C ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. President.

| offer one privileged
resolution and one bill on your

behal f.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: Thank you very nuch.

Chi ef Cerk, please read
the title of the bill and
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance anending Title 14 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled "Zoning

and Pl anning," to anend certain
provi sions of Chapter 14-500,
entitled "Overlay Zoning

Districts," by creating the West
Chestnut Street Overlay District,
all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring the
life, |egacy and distingui shed

servi ce of Detective Sanuel P
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Wche, Sr., who served on the first
all -Black detective unit, the D ck
Ander son Squad, in recognition of
Nati onal Police Wek 2026.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber C ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. President.

Can we hold that over
for next week, please?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Yes, we can hold it.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Dr. N na Ahnmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:

Thank you, Council President.
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| "' mintroduci ng four
privileged resolutions, one with
Counci | menber Gaut hier and one with
Counci | menber Bass.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very much.

Chief Cerk, please read
the titles of the resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A
privil eged resolution recogni zing
May 2026 to be Anmerican Stroke
Mont h i n Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: A
privil eged resolution recogni zing
May 2026 as National Tennis Month.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred -- I'"'msorry. This

resolution will be placed on

Page 86

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

5/ 14/ 26 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS

today' s Final Passage Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
May 2026 as Mental Health Awareness
Month in the Gty of Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution authorizing
the Comm ttee on Commerce and
Econom ¢ Devel opnment to hold public
hearings on the process of starting
a m crobusi ness or pop-up shop in
Phi | adel phia, and on how the City
can streanline that process so nore
m cr obusi nesses grow i nto snall
busi nesses.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage

Cal endar.
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Stated Meeting

5/ 14/ 26 - STATED - REPORTS
The next order of
business is reports fromcomittee.
The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber G ndy Bass for a
report fromthe Conmttee on Rul es.
COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. President.
The Conm ttee on Rul es
reports out eight bills with a
favor abl e recommendati on.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very much.
Chief Cerk, please read
t he report.
CH EF CLERK: The
Conm ttee on Rules, to which were
referred the followng bills: Bill
No. 260212, an ordi nance to anmend
t he Phil adel phia Zoni ng Maps by
changi ng the zoni ng desi gnati ons of
certain areas of land | ocated
wi thin an area bounded by MKi nl ey

Street, Leonard Street, Devereaux
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Avenue and Bustl eton Avenue.
Bill No. 260296, an
ordi nance to approve anmendnments to
the University of Pennsylvania
Master Plan in the area bounded by
Wal nut Street, 36th Street, Spruce
Street, and 39th Street, related to
the O ass of 1920 Commons bui |l di ng
at 3800 Locust Walk, and the Stuart
Wei tzman Theatre addition to the
Annenberg Center for the Perform ng
Arts (ACPA) at 3680 Wal nut Street.
Bill No. 260297, an
ordi nance to anmend the Phil adel phi a
Zoni ng Maps by changi ng the zoning
desi gnations of certain areas of
| and | ocated wthin an area bounded
by Spruce Street, 34th Street,
G vic Center Boul evard and
Uni versity Avenue.
Bill No. 260301, an
ordi nance to anend the Phil adel phia

Zoni ng Maps by changi ng the zoning
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desi gnati ons of certain areas of
| and | ocated within an area bounded
by MInor Street, Cottman Avenue,
Cott man Avenue (Extended), the
Del aware Ri ver, Unruh Avenue
(Ext ended), Unruh Avenue,
W ssinom ng Street, and New State
Road.

Bill No. 260302, an
ordi nance to anend the Phil adel phi a
Zoni ng Maps by changi ng the zoning
desi gnations of certain areas of
| and | ocated wthin an area bounded
by Li ppincott Street, 20th Street,
Toronto Street, and 22nd Street,
respectfully reports it has
consi dered the sane and returns the
attached bills to Council with a
favor abl e recommendati on.

Bill No. 260238, an
ordi nance to anend the Phil adel phia
zoni ng maps by changi ng the zoning

desi gnati ons of certain areas of
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| and | ocated within an area bounded
by Ludl ow Street, South 41st
Street, West Grard Avenue, and
North 48th Street.

Bill No. 260298, an
ordi nance to anend the Phil adel phia
zoni ng maps by changi ng the zoning
desi gnations of certain areas of
| and | ocated wthin an area bounded
by Ri dge Avenue, Spring Lane,
Hagy's M|l Road, Port Royal
Avenue, River Road, and the
Mont gonery County Line.

Bill No. 260379, an
or di nance anendi ng Secti on 14-500
of The Phil adel phia Code, entitled
“Overlay Zoning Districts” by
anmendi ng Section 14-520, entitled
“/NDO, Ninth District Overlay
District,” by making techni cal
changes, all under certain terns
and conditions, respectfully

reports it has considered and
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5/ 14/ 26 - STATED - REPORTS
amended the sanme and returns the
attached bills to Council with a
favor abl e recommendati on.

There are no further
bills to report out fromthe
Comm ttee on Rules, Council
Pr esi dent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very mnuch.

The Chair recogni zes the
Chai rwoman of the Rules Commttee,
Counci | menber G ndy Bass, for a
nmot i on.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. President.

| nove that the rul es of
Counci| be suspended to permt
first reading this day of the bills
just read into the record by the
Chief Cerk, with the exception of
Bill No. 260298 to be placed on the
First Readi ng Cal endar of our next

sessi on of Council.
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(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the rul es of
Counci|l be suspended so as to
permt the consideration of these
bills just read by the Chief Cerk
at today's session of Council wth
the exception of Bill No. 260298.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it. The
notion carries. These bills wll
be placed on our First Reading
Cal endar for today.

Bill No. 260298 will be
pl aced on the First Reading
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Cal endar for consideration at our
next session of Council.

The next order of
busi ness is the consideration of
the Calendar. | note that the
bills just reported from Comm ttee
of Rules with the suspension of
rul es have been deened to have had

a first reading. These bills wll

be placed on the Second Readi ng and

Fi nal Passage Cal endar for the next
session of Council.

As there are no
additional bills on the First
Readi ng Cal endar, the Chair
recogni zes Majority Leader
Kat herine G| nore Richardson for a
noti on concerni ng resol utions on
t he Fi nal Passage Cal endar and
bills on the Second Readi ng and
Fi nal Passage Cal endars.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you,
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M. President.

The foll ow ng
resolutions are being called up
fromthe Final Passage Cal endar and
the following bills are being
called up fromthe Second Readi ng
and Final Passage Cal endar today:
Resol uti on Nos. 260469 and 260480.

The fol |l ow ng
resolutions and bills on the
Cal endar are being held: 260481,
250768, 250807 and 260340. 260063
I s bei ng anended.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Before considering these
resolutions and bills, we wl|l
consi der public comment as foll ows:
Your public comment nust concern
matters on the Second Readi ng and
Fi nal Passage Cal endar for possible
action in today's Council sessions.

Al'l speakers nust sign

up in order to testify. |f you
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have not already signed up for
today's Council session, please do
so now by giving your nanme to

Ms. Hasson outside the rails to ny
left sitting at the table. Once
you have signed up, you wll be
called in the order in which your
nanme appears on the sign-up sheet.

Under i deal
ci rcunstances, public commenters
each will have three mnutes to
speak. However, this tine limt
may vary from session to session.
The tine limt today will be two
mnutes. In order to be fair to
all those wishing to speak, |
intend to hold faithfully to the
two-mnute limt,

When you begi n speaki ng,
you wll see a green light on the
podium Wen there are 30 seconds
remai ning to your time, the light

will turn yellow, which is your

Page 96

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

5/ 14/ 26 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT

rem nder to conclude your remarKks.
Once two m nutes have passed, the
light wll turn red and the
Sergeant-at-Arnms wi |l di sconnect
the m crophone. At that tine,
pl ease yield the podiumto the next
speaker if you have not already
done so.

| also reserve the
right, pursuant to our rules of
Cty Council, tolimt repetitious
comments on the sane subj ect
matter. | wll now ask the Chief
Clerk to please read the nane of
our first speaker.

CH EF CLERK: W I
Reverend Gregory Hol ston, Lynn
Landes, Jereny Bl atstein, Adrianna
Ceorge, Briheem Dougl as, David
Al exander Jenkins and Tavi on
Mtchell, please nake your way to
t he podi um

(Wtnesses approached

Page 97

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

5/ 14/ 26 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT

podi um )

REV. HOLSTON: My nane
Is Rev. Gregory Holston. |'mhere
on behal f of Just Nation and the
Philly Worker Project, these
I ncredi bl e young Bl ack organi zi ng
organi zations in the Gty of
Phi | adel phia. [|f you' re wondering
wher e young Bl ack progressive
organi zers are, look right here at
the Philly Worker Project. That's
where you' Il see them at.

And |'m here on the
resol ution regardi ng Ben Fl etcher.
Ben Fl etcher was born here in
Phi | adel phia in 1890 and worked the
docks as a | ongshoreman during one
of the nost racist, exploitive
periods in Anmerican history. Bl ack
wor kers were shut out of many
uni ons. | mm grant workers were
pitted agai nst Bl ack workers.

Enpl oyers used raci sm and di vi si on
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to keep workers powerless, but
Fl et cher hel ped build sonet hi ng
revolutionary through Local 8 of
the Industrial Wrkers of the
Wor | d.

Bl ack workers, Irish
wor kers, inmm grants and poor
wor kers cane together in one
mul tiracial union in the
Phi | adel phia waterfront. In 1913,
at the height Local 8 transforned
t he docks and becane one of the
nost powerful interracial |abor
novenents in Anmerican history. And
because of that, Ben Fletcher was
attacked, he was surveilled, he was
arrest ed.

He was in prison by
federal governnent during the Red
Scare and World War | crackdowns
agai nst | abor organi zations. H's
crime was believing that working

peopl e deserve dignity and that
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Bl ack and Wi te workers together
had real power. That's a |egacy.
That's not just history. It's a
mrror today in Phil adel phi a.

Thousands of workers
still |abor under precarious
conditions, especially tenp
wor kers, donestic workers, |ow wage
subcontract ed workers,
non- uni oni zed workers. Many are
Bl ack and Brown. Many are justice-
I npacted. Many perform sone of the
har dest and nobst dangerous work in
this city, while being treated as
di sposabl e.

But just |ike the
| ongshorenen of 1913, the workers
today are organizing through the
efforts of Al Due Respect
canpai gn. Workers are demandi ng
the sane things Ben Fletcher fought
for 100 years ago, fair wages, safe

wor ki ng conditions, stability,

Page 100

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

5/ 14/ 26 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT

dignity and respect. And here's

t he deeper challenge for us: W
honor peopl e over and over about
what they've done in the past, and
then we don't do what they live to
do in that past in the present.

W conme here and we
share the wonderful stories about
what they did, but then we end up
putting the sane laws in place that
continue to oppress and exploit
peopl e over and over again. It is
time for us to stand up and Ilive
true to who we are honoring today
in so many different ways. Let's
pass the kind of |egislation that
will end these | ow wages, that w |
gi ve people the dignity and respect
that they deserve so we can build a
bel oved comunity for everyone.
This is what these young organi zers
are comng together to do. They're

trying to build it. Let's build it
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with themtoday. Thank you so very
much.

(Appl ause.)

M5. LANDES: Good
nmorning. |'m Lynn Landes of
Philly's Republican Network. [|'m
opposed to Bill 250807 because
Center City District, a quasi
nonprofit organization that is
all onwed to tax and condemn
property, is not required to hold
public neetings nor accept public
comments, and that's not fair nor
per haps | egal .

Meanwhi l e, Gty Council,
its subcommttees and city
departnments are restricting public
comments to agenda itens only,
which is definitely in violation of
the spirit and intent of the
Sunshine Act. Cty Council also
bel i eves that by passing a self-

serving resolution at the beginning
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of its Thursday neetings, that it
then has conplete freedomto add

I nnunerable bills and resol utions
to the agenda, and Council even
votes on them at the sane neeting
at tinmes, thereby denying the
public the tinme necessary to
prepare thoughtful public comrents,
whi ch is another violation of the
Sunshi ne Act.

Maki ng matters worse,
many of Gty Council's commttees
do not have regular nonthly
neeti ngs, which also denies the
public the opportunity to speak and
share inportant information in a
tinmely manner, while sonme city
departnents don't hold public
neetings at all. As the Denbcratic
Party has made No Kings its
unof ficial notto, that hasn't
stopped their elected officials in

Phi | adel phia fromacting |ike kings
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t hensel ves, as they have for
decades systematically and
conpr ehensi vely censored and
restricted our right to free
speech.

As we cel ebrate the
250t h anni versary of the
Decl arati on of Independence, it is
past time for City Council and Cty
officials to finally end this
undeni abl e i njustice and bring back
free speech to Phil adel phia. Thank
you.

MR. BLATSTEIN. Hello,
Gty Council, Gty Council
President. M nane is Jereny
Blatstein. Thank you, Councilwonan
Landau, for your resolution today
for Jewi sh Anmerican History Month.
It's inportant today than ever to
fight anti-Semtism and recogni ze
your Jew sh brothers and sisters.

So thank you for introducing the
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resol uti on today.

Next | know | ast week
you guys tal ked about the Inquirer
articles. | was wondering or
hopi ng you guys read the Inquirer
this past week regarding the
Sheriff's Ofice, right. So
regardi ng that testinony that
happened during your budget
hearing --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Hey, Jereny.

MR BLATSTEIN.  Yes.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Can you speak on
supporting the proposed Sam Wrl ey
El derly Tax?

MR, BLATSTEIN. O
course, of course. | was going to
al so speak on the other resol utions
I ntroduced today, right. And then
we' re tal king about affordability,

right. That is really inportant to
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protect our seniors. There's city
prograns already in place to
protect longtine seniors in our
communities. | think we need to do
a better job, as has been nentioned
in the past, of getting that

I nformation out there to our
seniors so they can utilize that

I nformati on.

The ot her thing we need
to kind of tal k about when it cones
to affordability, right, is
obvi ously Turn the Key. And the
information that's out there on
Turn the Key is that the housing
prices in these nei ghborhoods that
Turn the Key is going into is above
t he $280, 000 sale price, right. So
if we really want to try to help
stabilize and al |l ow hard-working
Phi | adel phia residents nove into
and stay in these nei ghborhoods,

Turn the Key is the option, right.
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Because if you | ook at
the average sale price in these
nei ghbor hoods, it's $400, 000
$500, 000. Turn the Key is $280, 000
and that wll really help hard-
wor ki ng Phi | adel phi a resi dents nove
Into these hones.

And | ast but not | east,
we' re tal ki ng about two things,
right. One, shout-out to our Mayor
and our State Senator, Sharif
Street. They were riding the ride
this norning. | don't knowif you
guys caught that. They were
handi ng out sone flyers for the
el ecti on on Tuesday obvi ously.

But, yeah, our Mayor and our State
Senator are riding the ride. And
the lovely State Senator Kim Ward
was here yesterday wth Scott
Sauer, and Scott Sauer was show ng
her the system of the inprovenent

of our fare gates to inprove our
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systemto fund SEPTA. Ride the
ride. Gow Philly to 2 mlly.
Thank you.

M5. CGECORCE: Good
norni ng, everyone. M nane is
Adrianna. And |I'm here on behalf
of the National Domestic Workers
Al liance, in strong support of this
resol ution honoring the life and
| egacy of Ben Fl etcher, and
recogni zing the nonth of May as a
nmonth to recogni ze the
contributions of workers fighting
for dignity and respect at work.

Ben Fletcher's
| eadership in Local 8 of the
| ndustrial Wrkers of the World
showed us what it neans to organize
wor kers who are pushed to the
margi ns at a tinme when Bl ack
wor kers, 1inmm grants and ot her
mar gi nal i zed wor kers were excl uded

from nbpst uni ons. FIl et cher and his
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fellow | ongshorenen built sonething
different, a nultiracial, nulti-Ied
novenent rooted in dignity,
solidarity and col |l ective power.
That is not just history. It is a
mrror,

Today i n Phil adel phi a,
t housands of workers |abor under
simlar precarious conditions,
especially margi nalized workers
li ke tenp workers, donestic workers
and non-uni oni zed workers. Tenp
wor kers specifically are often
Bl ack and Brown, disproportionately
justice-inpacted and enpl oyed
t hrough staffing agencies that deny
themstability, fair wages and
basic protections. They are
expected to do sonme of the hardest
and nost dangerous work in our
city, yet are treated as
di sposabl e.

Li ke the | ongshorenen of
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1930, tenp workers are organizing
through efforts like the Al Due
Respect canpaigns. Wrkers are
com ng together to demand what

Fl etcher and local A d fought for
over a century ago. This
resolution matters because it
connects past to present. It
affirms that the fight against
exploitation and racial injustice
in the workplace is ongoing, and it
sends a clear nessage that this
Counci |l recogni zed the inportance
of worker |eading organizing in

Phi | adel phia. Wth all due
respect, Black workers in this city
deserve better.

(Appl ause.)

MR. DOUGAS: Good
afternoon -- good norning. | nean,
good norni ng, Council President and
Counci |l menbers. M nane is Bri heem

Douglas. |'mthe Vice-President of
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UNI TE HERE Local 274 and UNI TE HERE
Philly proudly supports wth the
Philly Black Wbrker Project on the
resolution in honoring the life and
| egacy of Ben Fl etcher.

What can we say about
Ben Fletcher? W can say plenty.
He cane at a tinme when, as a Bl ack
man Wt h opi ni ons, organi zi ng was
al nost illegal and he was pushing
for the working rights of Bl ack
peopl e and i mm grant workers. He
was a dock worker at Local 8.  And
i f you didn't know, was born and
rai sed right here in Philadel phi a.
That's what makes this thing so
speci al .

Ben Fl etcher was | eadi ng
a strike at a tinme when nost unions
didn't accept Bl ack nenbers. Let
that sink in for a second. He |led
I ntegrated strikes, show ng the

true power of solidarity wth this
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type of union power. You can only
I magi ne what Ben had to deal wth
in 1917. The U.S. charged Ben
Fletcher with treason in Wrld \Wr
| .

The I ndustrial Wrkers
of the World opposed the war and
capitalism Wth Ben Fletcher's
| eadershi p, they were gaining too
much power. He was sentenced to 10
years in prison. They wanted to
kill the novenent then, nuch |ike
what they want to do with the
Voters' Right Act now. So Ben
Fl etcher served his tine and still
canme out ten toes down on those
sanme beliefs and went to prison
that he went to prison with

He organi zed even after
his time in prison, never fol ded.
He was a strong union | eader, a
Bl ack radi cal that saw the system

for what it was and wasn't afraid
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to challenge it. The Philly Bl ack
Wor ker Project is carrying those
sane principles through the | ens of
Ben Fletcher. Black fol ks have
been organi zi ng and demandi ng a
seat at the table. Ben Fletcher
was at the center of Black | abor

hi story, proving that solidarity
only truly works when we all have a
seat at the table.

This is absolutely with
what the Al Due Respect canpaign
I's doing, creating those seats at
the table for working rights and
creating better standards for tenp
wor kers. Wth all due respect,
let's honor the great Ben Fl etcher.
Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: W I |
Gabriell Ballard, Rabbi Lizzie
Hor ne Mozes, Javonni e New on,

Shal eah Wl lians, Everette Shaw and
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Vani sa Mayers, please make your way
to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um)

MR. JENKINS: Madam
Chair, nenbers, and guests, David
Al exander Jenkins. And ny
patronage of the arts is no secret
in this chanber. But this norning,
as | was rem nded of one of the
nost qui ntessentially inportant
narratives as art, | think the city
beholds, it is a relatively
uncel ebrated work tucked away in
t he shadows of 12th Street, between
a garage and the Convention Center,
hi gh and | ofty, busy at work,
hol di ng up a pedestrian bridge.

It is there that | would
like to rest your mnds for just a
monent, if you would indul ge ne.
ContraFuerte by M guel Antonio Horn

depicts the struggle of man
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col | aboratively to support the
human bri dge betw xt two edifices.
Resol uti on 260481 as presented by
Menber Bass, asks this body to be
the bridge that nmakes art equitable
and accessi bl e.

It asks specifically the
body to grant the connection point
that bridges the cultural and
creative divide. To ne, this
resolution sings to the very fiber
of our essence, our prinmal purpose
inlife, which, if expressed dimy,
can seemrather inconsequential.
That is not to say that we have
only been a dash, the connection
poi nt between two nonents in tine,
past and present.

| f we, however, truly
under st and our purpose, brothers
and sisters of love, that is, that
we are the reflection of that all

changes. It seens |life is the
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bri dge betw xt them  Thus,
biblically, Brother O Rourke, if
inclined to help ne out here, we,
who are created in the i mge of the
di vine, can call ourselves -- | am
the struggle, I amthe bridge, |I am
the problemto be solved, | amits
sol uti on.

| am because | am
saith | am And so, too are you.
We, comma, amthe bridge our
children get to traverse when |
t hi nk shoul d be expressed through
art. Art is not nerely decoration.
It is civic architecture. Art
t eaches us how t o under st and
oursel ves and others. Therefore,
public investnent in equitable
access to art is an investnent in
the human devel opnent. | ampro
this nmeasure, Madam Bass, and | beg

Council to pass it. Pass it today.

(Appl ause.)
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MR. M TCHELL: Good
nor ni ng, Counci |l menbers. M nane
Is Tavion. |'mboth a worker and
entrepreneur here in Philadel phia,
navigating the reality so many of
us face, working hard, trying to
bui | d sonet hi ng of our own, but
still struggling to survive in an
econony that nakes |iving every day
seem harder and harder.

Today |'mhere with the
Bl ack Wbrker Project to advocate
for the nonth of May to be a
comenorative nonth for the ongoi ng
work for dignity, respect and
safety in the workplace. Wrkers
have been | eading this fight
t oget her through novenents all over
the United States, fromthe
Washi ngton Wonen of 1881 in Atlanta
to Ben Fletcher's inpact and a
| ocal agent here in Philadel phia.

These novenents not only
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show us change is possible, but it
gi ves the building blocks to create
it. Today we're fighting many of

t hose sane battles. Thousands of
wor kers and citizens continue to
face m streat nent because of their
posi tion, background and

ci rcunmst ances, i ncluding imm grant
wor kers, gay workers and fornerly

I ncar cerat ed people and wonen.

Too often, the people
that we rely on the nost are the
sane peopl e bei ng under pai d,
over| ooked and denied fair
opportunities. No one working a
full-time job should still struggle
to survive because their job fails
to neet their basic needs. Over a
century ago, the Industrial Wrkers
of the World brought attention to
t hese i ssues and ever since,
wor ker -1 ed organi zations |ike ours

have conti nued supporting
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communi ti es where systens and
wor kpl aces have excl uded, denied
and oppressed nargi nalized groups.

There should not be a
debat e whet her our SEPTA workers
deserve fair pay when majority of
us use themto get to work. CQur
kids rely on themto get to school.
There shouldn't be a debate between
District 7 getting a raise when it
only took a week for everybody to
feel the absence of their work.

The nodel for the
| ndustrial Wrkers of the World is
an injury to oneis an injury to
all. 1 believe the Gty of
Brotherly Love and this Council can
resonate with that. Not only --
hold on. Sorry. | believe that
this Council can resonate with that
message, while still staying true
to the values our city represents.

This resolution natters because it
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recogni zes and supports the
foundation of our society, our

wor kers. It acknow edges workers'
needs while aligning with the

val ues of this city.

W are workers
supporting workers because we know
how it feels to be unappreciated.
Stand with us. Support the Al Due
Respect canpaign. Help contain the
| egacy that this city -- this city
is and the people work to uphold
every day with all due respect.
Thank you.

M5. BALLARD: Good
nor ni ng, Counci | nenbers. M nane
Is Gabriell Ballard, and |I'm an
organi zer wwth the Philly Bl ack
Wrker Project. |'mhere today in
strong support of this resolution
honori ng the | egacy of Ben
Fl etcher. The power, strategy and

coordi nati on exerci sed under Ben
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Fletcher's | eadership as a | abor
organi zer, along with his fellow

| ongshorenen, neant the ports here
in Philly were essentially
controlled by a nultinational
organi zati on of working-cl ass
peopl e for over 10 years. My
uncl es and cousins work at the
ports, so the pride and joy of Ben
Fletcher's story honestly feels
like a famly w n.

My first union fight was
at a prestigious university and
unfortunately was not successful.
| worked al ongsi de adm nistrative
wor kers and tenp workers who were
di srespected and even attacked by
our bosses. W struggled for
al nrost four years to bring workers
t oget her across different
backgrounds, and I'm sad to say
that we didn't win that fight.

Sol knowa little
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sonet hi ng about | osing. W | ost
that fight and it feels |like we
keep losing nore and nore. My
friends count anong the hundreds of
t housands of Bl ack wonen who have
| ost j obs and fought to keep our
children fed and a roof over our
heads. W | ose our hones to
devel opers. W | ose when these
raci st corporations fire our
peopl e, steal our wages and viol ate
our safety.

W have | ost so nuch.
And with all due respect, we
deserve better. This resolution is
part of a novenent to reinvigorate
the | egacy of Ben Fletcher. It
takes guts to organi ze over 4000
people fromall different
nationalities into one union,
especially in such a raci st
society. Wth our nenbers

al ongsi de Bl ack tenp and fornerly
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I ncarcerated workers, the Al Due
Respect canpaign is actively

rebuil ding the | eadership needed to
win in the ongoing fight against
exploitation and racial injustice.

We are wal king in the
footsteps of Ben Fletcher to build
a nore just Phil adel phia, and we
ask you to join us on this path.

We strongly urge you to adopt this
resol ution.

(Appl ause.)

RABBI HORNE MOZES: Good
nmor ni ng, Counci | mnenbers. |' m Rabbi
Li zzi e Horne Mozes from Kol Tzedek
Synagogue in West Phil adel phia and
|"m grateful to Council nenber Rue
Landau for introducing a resolution
this norning recognizing Jew sh
Aneri can Heritage Month.

Jew sh Anerican Heritage
Month is of course an opportunity

to cel ebrate Jewi sh history and
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past contributions to public life,
but Jew sh tradition has never
asked us exclusively to look to the
past. It asks us to consider the
kind of society that we are
bui | di ng together now. There's a
line in Pirkei Avot, an ancient
col l ection of rabbinic teachings,
that says you are not obligated to
conpl ete the work, but neither are
you free to desist fromit.

For many Jews in
Phi | adel phia, that teaching is not
theoretical. It shapes how we nove
through public life in this city
and at communities |ike mne, where
many nmenbers, Council nenber Landau
I ncl uded, are organi zers,
educators, artists, caregivers and
advocates. Jewish life is
I nseparable from protecting human
dignity and building shared life

together. That's why we organi ze
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around af f ordabl e housi ng and food
access, why we show up for
imm grants and asyl um seekers, why
we understand public transit,
public schools, libraries, parks,
and social services as reflections
of whether a city believes people
deserve care, access and bel ongi ng.
Phi | adel phia's Jew sh
community is diverse in every
sense, religiously, racially,
culturally, politically. And
Phi | adel phia is also the birthpl ace
of Reconstructioni st Judaism the
novenent | belong to, which teaches
that Judaismis not only practiced
privately but |ived collectively
t hrough shared responsibility and
communal life.
At a nonent when every
community i s being pushed toward
fear and separation, this nonth

matters because Jew sh safety and
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fl ourishing have never cone from
I sol ation. They depend on strong
public life and on the
under standing that our futures are
bound together. Jewish tradition
teaches that dignity and safety
cannot belong only to sone of us.
|f they are not built collectively,
they remain fragile for everyone.
So I"'mgrateful for this resolution
and for the chance to say clearly
that Jew sh heritage is not
sonet hi ng we honor in retrospect.
It is sonething we are called to
practice today in public life, in
rel ati onship to our nei ghbors and
t he ongoi ng work of shaping the
city.

( Appl ause.)

MR. NEWION. Good
nor ni ng, everyone. M nane is
Javonni e Asante Newton. | am one

of the newest nembers of the
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organi zation called Flip Philly
Red. Resolution No. 260480, the
reason |'m opposed to that
resolution is that not every senior
woul d automatically qualify. The
actual legislation would |ikely
i ncl ude requirenents such as
m ni num age, years of
homeowner shi p, incone limts and
primary residence rules.

| al so disagree with
this resolution, that if tax
revenue drops w thout replacenent
fundi ng from Pennsyl vani a,
governnents may face budget
pressure if seniors are accepted.
O her taxpayers could eventually
face higher taxes, reduce services,
or new fundi ng mechanism The
proposal mai nly hel ps honeowners,
not seniors who rent.

Some critics mght argue

it favors one group, while younger
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honmeowners and renters conti nue
payi ng full taxes. So the biggest
guestion wll be for ne, how
Pennsyl vani a repl aces the | ost
| ocal tax revenue if the lawis
enacted. Thank you.

MS. WLLI AMS ALLEN
Good norni ng, Council nenbers. MW
nanme i s Shaleah Wllians Allen and
"' mhere in support of the
resol uti on honoring Ben Fl etcher
and the | egacy of Local 8. Over a
century ago, Ben Fletcher hel ped
| ead a novenent that proved
sonething radical for its tine,
t hat Bl ack workers, imm grant
wor kers and so-cal |l ed unskill ed
workers all deserve dignity, fair
wages and respect.

At a tinme when many
uni ons excl uded Bl ack workers,
Local 8 built a real nmultiracial

solidarity and showed what's
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possi bl e when workers stand
together. That legacy is not just
history. [It's still urgent today.
Through the Philly Bl ack Wrker
Project's Al Due Respect canpaign,
we are continuing that fight by
demandi ng dignity, safety and fair
treatnent for Black workers right
here i n Phil adel phia, because the
truth is too many workers are still
bei ng deni ed the very respect
Fl et cher fought for. And for ne,
this is very personal.

|'"ma social worker, and
every day I work with famlies and
wor kers who are trying their best
to survive systens that too often
fail them That's why |I'ma part
of this work, because |'ve seen
firsthand how enpl oynent
instability, discrimnation, and
econom c injustice inpact entire

famlies and communities. M

Page 129

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

5/ 14/ 26 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT

husband served as a shop steward
for his union and was just recently
unjustly termnated fromhis job.
Wat chi ng soneone who advocated for
wor kers instead of for fairness
| ose his livelihood rem nded ne
t hat even today workers can face
retaliation sinply for speaking up
and demandi ng dignity on the job.

My brother is a fornerly
i ncarcerated worker. Since com ng
home, he's done everything right,
trying torebuild his life, find
stabl e work and nove forward, but
the barriers he faces every day,
fromlimted job opportunities to
bei ng treated as di sposabl e, show
how far we still have to go.

What Fl etcher and Local
8 understood is that dignity at
wor k shoul d not be conditional.
And renmenber, an injury to one is

still an injury to all. By passing
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this resolution, you are not just
honoring history, you are affirmng
that Philadelphia is conmtted to
bui | di ng an econony where all
wor kers, including Black workers,
tenp workers, and fornerly
I ncarcerated workers, are treated
with dignity and respect. Show
your support and solidarity today.
Support the Al Due Respect
canpaign and | urge you to pass
this resolution. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: WIIl Any
Federer, Schinmen Scott, Sterling
Johnson, Julie Platt, Crystal
Canty, Caleb Tonpsett and Jordana
G eenwal d, please nake your way to
t he podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

M5. FEDERER:  Good
nmor ni ng, Any Federer. (ood
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nmor ni ng, esteened Counci | nenbers.
My nane is Any Federer. And |I'm
here wth Schinmen Scott, and we are
here on behal f of NAM

Phi | adel phia, the National Alliance
on Mental Illness, where we offer
free education, support, advocacy
for anyone inpacted by nental

i1l ness and/or their | oved ones.

We are proud to support
the resol ution recogni zing May as
Mental Heal th Awar eness nonth in
the city of Philadel phia. This
resol ution does sonething
incredibly inportant. It
solidifies the city's commtnent to
accessi ble nental health
treatments. Mental health is
wealth. |t shapes how we think,
how we feel, how we connect with
one anot her and how we nove t hrough
our daily lives. Yet too many

Phi | adel phians are still forced to
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navigate that reality in silence.

Every day at NAM
Phi | adel phi a, we neet people who
are doing everything they can to
get well, parents trying to support
their children, young people facing
anxi ety and depression, ol der
adults dealing with isolation,
communi ti es who have been
hi storically excluded from care.
That is why this resolution
matters.

It sends a nessage that
Phi | adel phia is a city where nental
health can be tal ked about openly
and safely, where seeking help is a
sign of strength and where recovery
I's possible. But awareness al one
Is not enough. It nust lead to
action. That neans conti nued
i nvestnment in community-based
services, stronger connections to

care and policies that reflect the
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needs of our nei ghborhoods. W
t hank Counci | nenber Ahmad and t he
broader Cty Council as a whole for
the | eadershi p and acknow edgenent.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR, JOHNSON:. My nane is
Sterling Johnson and I'mw th ACT
UP Phil adel phia. |'mhere to
support Resolution 260480. It is
to support just the idea that
peopl e that are (inaudible) and
their seniors are usually the ones
becom ng honel ess. Nowadays we
have to understand that people in
their 50s and 60s, they're
suffering fromthis econony. Those
people are not really taken into
account when we're tal king about
honel essness.

| wll say | want to
t hank Counci | menber Gaut hier for

staying with us with the townhone
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and we see that that is going
forward, but there's still sone
problens with what |'m seei ng on
the street, especially at this one
pl ace called Canp Chl oe in South
Philly. Those peopl e have owned
homes, they've raised children,
they' ve worked their bodies to the
bone. They're not there because
they want to be. They're there
because that's the only choice they
have.

The city has only
offered a shelter bed, and they
j ust keep saying shelter bed,
shelter bed. Then they stopped
saying that and they said, now a
solution though. But if it's in a
congregate housing situation with
where you're just sharing a cot
next to a person or a bed next to
| i ke three other people, that's

still a shelter. Just because
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you're rebranded, it doesn't nean
it's different, and these people
are di sabl ed.

| wll say | was born
di sabled. And that's the thing,
but | wll say with people I'm
neeting, it's like they're
physi cal | y di sabl ed because they
wor ked their whole damm |i ves.
They wor ked and when they cone out
of it, they got sick or they | ost
their honme or they just can't find
a job for any reason and now
they're waiting for disability,
wai ting for a housing voucher. And
what we found is that honestly,
people are waiting in that Soci al
Security line to die.

| f anything, they need
I ncone support, they need bridge
assi stance. We've seen ot her
pl aces where there is a way for

peopl e to get access to resources
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while they're waiting for Soci al
Security. Actually | nean, what
we've seen is the people at Canp
Chl oe, they've been really fighting
for their space. And even anong a
space where peopl e have been
agai nst them Councilman Squill a
was agai nst them He said that
they were a nui sance around there.
But, no, they've been taking care
of their comunity and they aren't
a nui sance just because you say it.

It's just really
I nportant to know that those people
are waiting to be a part of their
community and they're not going to
| et anybody get in the way, but
they're not going to die either,
you know. They're not going to die
just |ike you want themto.

M5. PLATT: H . M nane
is Julie Platt and | wanted to

t hank nmenbers of Cty Council for
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their support of May as Mental

Heal th Awareness Month. | amthe
Director of Policy and External
Affairs for Mental Health

Part nershi ps. And as we know, May
Is Mental Health Awareness Month
and the need has never been nore
urgent.

One in five adults
experience a nental health
condition each year. And in our
city, that reality shows up in our
ener gency roons, our schools and
our streets. For 75 years, Mental
Heal th Partnershi ps has stood al ong
i ndividuals and fam lies navigating
their nost difficult nonents and
that |egacy is proof that
comruni ty- based servi ces work when
we commt to it.

A cornerstone of that
work is our certified peer

specialist. These are credenti al ed
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pr of essi onal s who draw on their own
lived experiences in recovery to
hel p others heal. They build trust
where systens have fallen short,
and they are anong the nost
effective tools we have. Investing
in this workforce is investing in
out cones.

| ask this Council to
make nental health a year-round
priority through sustained
i nvestnent in community-based
servi ces, especially the peer
speci al i st wor kforce devel opnent
and real crisis alternatives.
After 75 years, Mental Health
Part nershi ps has been the Gty of
Phi | adel phia's partner and we w ||
continue to be so for another 75
years. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

M5. CANTY: H . M nane

iIs Crystal Canty. | was here to
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support Counci |l nenber Young's Act
for the Elderly. But after hearing
this gentleman and his concerns, |
need to read a little bit nore into
it. I'ma person who serviced the
el derly for 27 years and | just
want to read a little bit.

| "' m here today because
on January 31st ny property at 4131
North Broad Street, Hunting Park
section of Phil adel phia, known as
t he Purpl e House, the Queens
Towers, caught fire during the
tragic event. M fire alarmsystem
notified all residents that there
was a fire inside the building.
Sadly, due to the incident one of
my elderly clients lost their lives
before | ever had the opportunity
to fully process what happened.

The city denolished ny
building in two days. | stand here

not just as a property owner, but
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as a human bei ng who experienced
trauma, |oss, enotional distress
and financial devastation all at
once. | understand that public
safety matters. | understand the
city has a responsibility after a
fire, but I also believe the
property owners deserve due
process, communi cation,
transparency and respect before
i fechangi ng deci si ons are nade.
My buil ding represents
years of hard work, sacrifice,
I nvestnent, future opportunity.
And t he denolishnent affected ny
livelihood, ny financial stability
and ny ability to rebuild. |[I've
spent 27 years caring for elderly
people in this city since 1999. |
was 19 years old when | started.
My wor k has been hel pi ng
vul nerabl e people live with

dignity, care and support so |
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stand here asking to rebuild. This
Is not just a building to ne. It
is al so a purpose, stability,
comrunity and continuing to serve
peopl e who need hel p. Wat
happened to ny building is bigger
than one property. And in

Phi | adel phi a, many peopl e al ready
are unheard.

Fam lies are worried
about schools closing. Elderly
residents are struggling with
honel essness, raising prices and
instability. Communities want
safety, fairness and investnents
that they can trust -- give ne a
second. That is why what happened
to me matters. Wen a city
denol i shes a person's property
al nost imedi ately after tragedy
wi t hout maki ng people feel properly
i nformed, supported or included in

the process, it damages the public
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trust --

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON: Pl ease concl ude your
remar ks

MS. CANTY: | want ny
bui l ding back. It was $1.3 mllion
and your code enforcenent guy tore
down ny buil di ng wi thout proper due
process. And I'mhere to tell the
world that you really don't care
about honel essness, you don't care
about elderly people and you don't
care about children or schools --

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ma'am respectfully --

M5. CANTY: | will be
back.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. | am goi ng
to ask if sonmeone fromthe team can
just get her contact information so
that they can follow up with her.

|"mgoing to ask if sonmeone from
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the team can get her information so
t hat sonmeone can follow up with
her, but | have to keep it fair for
public comment. Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: WI | Kwame
Acheanpong, Eileen Anne Chavez,
LaShawn Bradwel |, Terrence Bell,

Eri ca R chardson, Ronald Reed, Wen
Ganey and Shevel | Hi ggs, please
make your way to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

MR. TOWSETT: Good
nor ni ng, Counci |l menbers. M nane
is Caleb Tonpsett, and | ama 7th
grader at McCall School. | am here
today in support of the resolution
recogni zing May as Brain Tunor
Awar eness Month. In April 2020, I
was di agnosed wi th nedul | obl ast oma,
a type of brain cancer. | had
surgery, six weeks of radiation and

t hen chenot her apy.
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| finished treatnent at
CHOP in Decenber of 2020 with a
brain tunor. Finishing treatnment
doesn't nean that |'mdone wth
doctor's visits or nedication.
That' s because nost brain tunor
treatnent, especially for kids,
| eave long-termeffects on
hor nones, ki dney function and nore.
Brain tunor awareness i s inportant
because it hel ps peopl e underst and
that nore research and better
treatnments are still needed. Thank
you for hel ping raise awareness in
Philly.

( Appl ause.)

M5. GREENWALD: (Good
nor ni ng, Counci |l nrenbers. M/ nane
I's Jordana Greenwald, and |'m here
today in ny nost inportant job,
which is as Caleb's nom |'m here
to support himand his work as an

advocate for children wiwth brain
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tunors and to support the
resol ution recogni zing Brain Tunor
Awar eness Mont h.

He has been wor ki ng
really hard to advocate. He's
traveled to D.C. to visit wth our
el ected representatives there since
they hold so nmuch of the power over
whet her fundi ng continues for
I nportant research initiatives,
many of them happening right here
i n Philadel phia, that can help
I nprove the treatnent options for
kids and adults with brain tunors.

Because whether it's
recogni zed or not -- and brain
tunors don't do as great a job of
mar keting as sone ot her cancer
causes, whether it's recognized or
not, brain tunors continue to
af fect both kids and adults at
incredible rates. Brain tunors are

now t he | eadi ng cause of cancer -
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related death in children, and
about 40,000 kids are currently out
there right nowliving with brain
or central nervous systemtunors.
And one of the really
I mportant things for us to keep in
mnd as a famly inpacted by a
brain tunor is that we are very
privileged. W are privileged to
live here in Philadel phia where we
have access to top nedi cal
institutions and excell ent care.
We're privileged to have a kid who
came out of treatnent relatively
heal thy and continuing to be an
active part of his comunity.
We're privileged that we both have
j obs that provide health insurance
and privileged to live in a state
Il i ke Pennsyl vani a that provides
Medi caid for children facing brain
tunor diagnosis that cover the gaps

that inevitably arise in that
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I nsurance, but we al so recognize
that the sane disparities face
famlies facing a brain tunor
di agnosis all over this country, as
we see el sewhere in health care,
based on race, based on econom c
status, and a lot of the tinmes just
based on where they happen to |ive.
So we thank you for raising
awar eness here in Philadel phia and
across the United States for brain
tunors. Thank you very nuch.

( Appl ause.)

MR ACHEAMPONG  Good
nmor ni ng, Counci | nenbers. M nane
I s Kwane Acheanpong, and |'m an
organi zer with the Philly Bl ack
Worker Project. |'mhere in strong
support of this resolution honoring
the life and | egacy of Ben
Fletcher. The | egacy of Ben
Fl etcher is a shining exanpl e of

what it neans to build worker
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power .
As a | ongshorenman here
i n Phil adel phia, Fletcher
co-founded Local 8 of the Marine
Transport Workers Industrial Union
in 1913. This powerful Bl ack-Ied
| ongshoreman's union controlled
Phi | adel phia's waterfront for a
decade while fighting for the
I mredi at e needs of workers and
advocati ng for working-class
solidarity. The fight to inprove
the lives of workers still
continues, and that fight is
happening in the tenp industry.
| have spent a decade of
nmy life working for various tenp
and staffing agencies. | have done
work that has had ne in various
envi ronnents, from planting seeds
in fields during sweltering heat,
handl i ng hazardous chem cals in

factories and working with
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technology in the offices of sone
of the |argest corporations in the
United States.

What remnai ned the sane
with each job was the exploitation
that ny fell ow Bl ack and
mar gi nal i zed wor kers were subj ected
to. W have seen wage theft, a
| ack of concern for our physical
wel | -being and no pathway to full-
time work to escape the trap of
nmoving fromone tenp job to
another. W deserve nore. Wth
all due respect, we deserve better.

Through our Al Due
Respect canpaign, we intend to
continue the | egacy of Ben Fl etcher
by buil di ng worker power in the
tenp industry, nmuch |ike how
Fl etcher built worker power anong a
mul ticul tural workforce of
| ongshorenen. This resolution is

the start of that work. W want
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the city to recognize a | egacy that
showed wth determ nati on and an
organi zed coalition of workers.

We can put the ability
to change the conditions of harnful
wor kpl aces directly in the hands of
the people. W urge you to follow
us in our fight for a nore just
city. W strongly urge you to
adopt this resol ution, because
again wwth all due respect. Thank
you.

( Appl ause.)

M5. CHAVEZ: Hell o,
everyone. M/ nane is Eileen Ann
Chavez. |I'mhere today to talk
about the problens of the elderly.
Expecting the elderly to pay
property tax is unbelievable. A
| ot of elderly people have probl ens
just paying their nortgage and
buyi ng food, and | should know, and

getting a decent place to live.
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Because right now I'melderly and
I"mliving in a room ng house wth
my Ger man Shepherd dog and two
cats.

And | rent fromthis
kind woman Crystal Canty. Now,
Crystal Canty is a very wonderful
person. She lets ne live there. |
used to pay $600 a nonth for rent,
but what she has done, she | owered
my rent to 400 and she's the only
person that would rent to ne. |1've
been trying over and over and over
to get a place to live. 1've tried
to get affordabl e housing, but
there's none. Al they give ne is
waiting |ist.

|'"mgoing to be 73 years
old, 73 in Septenber. And I m ght
be dead in 10 years, in 5 years,
and | can't even get a decent pl ace
tolive. I'mstuck inalittle

room but thanks to God, to Crystal
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Canty, she allows ne to live there
and pay $400 for rent. It doesn't
cover all ny bills. | have a | ot
of bills, pets to take care of, but
she hel ps ne.

| was sick. | didn't
have enough noney for food. She
canme over |ast sumer to feel ny
forehead. She thought | had a
fever. She was so worried. That
was 1 o'clock in the norning. And
then just recently this past nonth,
| didn't have enough to cover ne
for the rest of the nonth for food.
She brought nme honmenade neal s and
paid neal s and got takeout neals
for ne.

l"min a situation where
l"'mtrying ny best to get a pl ace
to live, a better place to live for
my famly, ny pet famly. | need a
yard. | just need a place to live,

getting into sone affordable
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housing. M (inaudi ble) $1,000 a
nmonth, and | can't get any place to
live and |'mjust stuck in a
room ng house. Thank you,
everyone. | hope you have a
wonder ful day. Thank you for
allowing nme to talk.

(Appl ause.)

MR, BRADWELL: H . How
Is everyone? So | kind of didn't
really conme up here with anything.
| didn't conme up here with no
paper, nothing, just right off the
mnd. This mght be alittle bit
different for everyone, but | just
wanted to plant that seed, | guess,
in a way of just |ike nental
health, |ike conquering your m nd.
And - -

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Sir, | apol ogi ze for
the interruption. My you state

your nanme for the record pl ease.
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MR. BRADVELL: LaShawn
Br adwel | .

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you.

MR. BRADWELL: And what
| mean by conquering your mnd is
just, you know, it's way nore than
that. It's very broad with just
the enotions and vibrations and
energy. | nean, | can't really say
too much because of the elites in
the room but to a certain degree.
| nmean, sone people in here already
know what |'mtal ki ng about.

It's a ot of power.

W' re very divine peopl e,
especially the people that got ny
skin color that, you know, do the
sane things, all of that, |ike
really you need to search and
really dig deep into yourself and
figure out the divine spiritual

gifts that God has given you, Jesus
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Christ, Jehovah Christ, that he's
gi vi ng you, because we are very,
very, very strong people.

And | nean, at the end
of the day all of this is just a
m ndset thing. They're going to
continue to keep having us on a
survival mndset. W're going to
keep trying to fight. These people
Is not going to care. |It's all
i ke an agenda matrix, all of that.
Soit's all self-mastery. Once you
recogni ze that it's all really just
internal, just the self, you'll
find that's where the happiness is
at. That's where the peace is at.

The peace is not in the
material. The peace is not in --
it'"s not in none of that. Wen you
get ol der, when you get in that
death bed, you'll recognize, you'll
recognize. That's all | wanted to

say.
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MR BELL: Good
af ternoon, Council nenbers, | adies
and gentlenen. M nane is Terrence
Bell. I'"mhere with ny famly, the
Bl ack Workers Project, in strong
support of the resolution honoring
Ben Fletcher. W recognize the
ongoi ng fight for dignity and
respect at work.

Ben Fl etcher, a | ocal
ai de of the Industrial Wrker of
the Wrld, showed us that when
wor kers, especially Bl ack, Brown
and margi nalized workers, stand
together, we can build power and
demand change. But today 10
workers like nme still face the sane
struggl es.

For 10 nonths, | worked
through First Step Staffing at a
pl ace |i ke Manhei m Aut o Aucti on,
Renew Laboratory and Subaru Park.

At every site, we were denied basic
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gear for dangerous weat her, paid
| ess than full-tinme workers and
doi ng the sane hard | abor and gi ven
no path to stable jobs. They even
stol e our wages by not paying for
all the hours we work.

| put up with it because
after 20 years in prison, work is
how | stay focused. But when ny
coworkers was injured in a First
Step van wth bad brakes, a van we
had warned them about, | knew I had
to speak up. Enough is enough.
The solution is the workers deserve
fair pay, safe conditions and
respect. That's why we organi zed
t hrough the Al Due Respect
canpai gn, just |ike Fletcher and
Local 8 did over a century ago.

We provided that the
peopl e closest to the problemare
cl osest to the solution. The

sol uti on connects past to present.
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It affirns that the fight for
justice is the work in the
wor kpl ace is far fromover. W
urge you to please, please pass the
Ben Fl etcher resolution and stand
with us like the Philly Bl ack
Wor kers Project, who are conti nuing
this |l egacy, with all due respect.

(Appl ause.)

M5. RI CHARDSON: Good
nmorning. M nane is Erica
Ri chardson, Executive Director of
t he Bl ackhawks Athletic C ub.
Bl ackhawks, stand up, up there,
It's your tinme to shine. Let's go.
Bl ackhawks is a youth football
| ocal program |l ocated at 11th and
Cecil B. Moore. W're celebrating
58 years. |It's been established in
1968 as a way to get young Bl ack
men off the streets during the
hei ght of the gang war era.

We're still standing
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strong today. W have over 300

ki ds yearly, over 80 coaches and
vol unteers and parents and teen
nons. We're a famly-oriented
program and we're happy that you
invited us here today to cel ebrate
us. We appreciate it. W have
brought many city chanpi onshi ps,
many | ocal chanpi onshi ps and many
nati onal chanpi onshi ps, but our
goal is to keep young Bl ack nen off
the streets, keep them from out of
this (inaudible) era or whatever
you guys call it these days.

It's our job down there
to make sure we keep themactive in
sports as a tool to keep themto be
productive citizens in tines to
cone. | want to turn it over to
Coach Ronnie Flowers, who is the
nati onal chanpi onship coach of the
2025 football teamfor the

Bl ackhawks. Bl ackhawks, y'all up
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here stand up.

( Appl ause.)

MR. REED: Thank you,
t hank you. The standing ovation is
very heartfelt, very warm

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: | apol ogize. | didn't
hear your --

MR. REED: My nane is
Ronal d Fl owers Reed, head coach of
t he Phil adel phi a Bl ackhawks. |
appreci ate everything. The boys
deserve everything that they're
given. They did an amazing job on
and off the field, not only in the
field that they reached the
pi nnacl e of being nati onal
chanpi onshi ps, but they did it in
the classroomal so. So please give
them a round of appl ause for doing
it in the classroom

Last but not |east, |

want to give a big shout-out to the
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parental support. Wthout the
parents, man, we couldn't have did
it. They stood by us. They

wat ched us work hard. And w thout
them we couldn't reach the levels
we reached w thout the parental
support and ny coaching staff. So
agai n, thank you for everything.
Thanks for having us and appreciate
ever yt hi ng.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: WI| Betty
Un, Jake Zychick, Ml ba Terelle,
Wil liam Small, Ogbonna Hagi ns and
Antoni Matt, please nake your way
to the podi um

(Wt nesses approached
podi um )

MR. GANEY: Cood
nor ni ng, Phil adelphia Cty
Counci | menbers. M nane is Wen
Ganey, and |'mhere in strong

support of the resolution
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aut horizing a hearing on green
stormnvater infrastructure or GSI in
Phi | adel phia. As the advocacy
manager for Penn Future, | work to
advance the quality of life for
Phi | adel phi ans, especially when it
comes to ensuring healthy, clean
and resilient water systens.

| want to especially
t hank Counci | renber Gaut hier for
i ntroducing this |legislation and
for her steadfast |eadership on
wat er issues, including the
essential role of GSI. GSI uses
nat ur e- based designs |like trees,
pl ants and green spaces that
natural ly soak up our rain water
and keep pollutants out of our
wat er ways.

It reduces sewage
overflows during storms, protects
rivers, cools our nei ghborhoods and

strengt hens comunities. Al ong
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wth Geen Cty Cean Waters, GSI
targets other city goals, such as
the Philly Tree Plan and the
Climate Action Plan. To get the
full benefits of green solutions,
we have to expand our nature-based
designs in new areas across our
city. It needs to be easier for
private property owners to install
these GSI projects and ensure
steady fundi ng so they can
experi ence the val ue of
envi ronnental practices.

PWD has nade strong
progress with GSI on our public
| ands, but the next big opportunity
to expand these green solutions is
on the city's commerci al,
I ndustrial and institutional
properties, additionally private
land and six in all of our
nei ghbor hoods, i ncl udi ng

communi ties that have historically
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been left out of environnental

i nvestnents. This is not just

about greening our city. It's also
about equitable access to those
green spaces.

This resolution w |
open the door to a (inaudible) on
Philly's progress in nature-based
desi gns, and the opportunities
ahead for expanding this work. |
ask and thank you in the support of
this adoption for the resolution so
we may continue the conversation on
saf equarding our city's water
future. On behalf of Penn Future,

t hank you all for your tine and
t hank you again to Counci |l menber
Gaut hi er for her chanpi onshi p.

( Appl ause.)

M5. H GGS:  Good
nmor ni ng, Council President and
Phi | adel phi a Counci | nrenbers. M

name i s Shevell Higgs and |'m here
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with ny coll eague Wen as the

Phi | adel phia G vi c Engagenent
Coordi nator for Penn Future. |I'm
proud to stand in strong support of
the resolution on green stormater
infrastructure, as | ask you to
vote yes for its passage.

Thank you to
Counci | menber Gaut hi er for her
advocacy and conmtnent to
protecting Phil adel phia's
environnent. It's an honor to
speak on behalf of Penn Future
today. Stormwater runoff in our
city doesn't just disappear. It
sweeps up pol lutants, overwhel ns
our agi ng conbi ned sewer system and
sends untreated sewage straight
into our rivers and creeks.

G een stor mwat er
I nfrastructure, such as rain
gardens, green roofs and stormater

pl anters keep that pollution out of
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our wat erways by capturing and
filtering stormnvater before it
reaches the drain. These tools
I nprove water quality, protect
public health and i nprove safe
access to our rivers. This
| egi sl ation al so opens the door to
a critical conversation about how
GSI can deliver clean water
solutions that are affordable and
don't place additional burdens on
ratepayers. As civic engagenent
coordi nator, | see every day how
envi ronnental burdens fall hardest
on Phi |l adel phi a's nei ghbor hoods.
Residents tell nme about how the air
t hey breathe, the extrene heat they
endure and the flooding and sewage
overflows they face, conditions
they did nothing to create.

This |l egislation sends a
cl ear message: Their city | eaders

see them hear them and are taking
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action. In Phil adel phia, GSI
doesn't just nmanage stormaaters, it
cool s our bl ocks, greens our
nei ghbor hoods, i nproves public
heal th and strengthens our clinmate
resi stance. The Geen Cty, Cean
Wat er s program has al ready shown
vegetated GSI is a smart, long-term
solution and investnent that
delivers for both our environnment
and our communities, and we need to
keep that nonent um goi ng.

On behal f of the
nei ghbors |'ve spoken with across
the city, | say thank you to
Counci | menber Gaut hier for your
| eadershi p and thank you to all
menbers for voting yes on the
resol ution.

(Appl ause.)

M5. UN.  Good norning,
Council menrbers. Hi. M nane is

Betty Un and I aminvolved with the
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Water Center at Penn and the
Hawt hor ne community's greening
efforts within the Hawt horne
Enmpower ment Coal ition and the
Fri ends of Hawt horne Park G oup.

| want to first say
t hank you for the opportunity to
speak here and | also want to thank
Counci | menber Gaut hier for
i ntroduci ng the Geen Stornater
I nfrastructure resolution. |I'm
here today to support the
resol ution and the continued
i nvest nent for green stornmnater
i nfrastructure.

| " ve seen how t hese GS
projects can do a | ot nore than
j ust manage stormmater. They can
I nprove public spaces, reduce
pol [ ution and urban heat, and build
stronger conmmunities through the
Hawt hor ne conmunity's greening

efforts. |'"ve seen how even snal |

Page 169

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

5/ 14/ 26 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT

i nvestnents in green space can
change how peopl e experience the
nei ghbor hood.

| ' ve seen ny nei ghbors
conme together around shared
projects and heard community
menbers tal k about how spaces |ike
par ks and gardens bring them peace,
confort and relief during stressful
times of their days. To ne, that
shows ne that green stornmater
i nfrastructure supports not only
envi ronnental goals, but also
supports stronger and heal thier
communi ti es.

Wth that, it's been
Inspiring to see how investnments in
green infrastructure can both help
address fl oodi ng and sewage
overflow in Phil adel phia and create
spaces that people genuinely care
about and feel connected to. As

Phi | adel phi a conti nues wor ki ng
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toward its Geen City, Cean Waters
goals, | think continued investnent
in GSI, especially across nore
nei ghbor hoods, is really inportant.

Thank you agai n,
Counci | menber Gaut hier, for
introducing this resolution and |
hope we can continue to support
green stormnater infrastructure for
not only our environnments but for
our communities. Thank you for
your tine.

( Appl ause.)

MR, ZYCHI CK: Jake
Zychi ck. Thank you, Council nmenber
Ahmad, and the entire Phil adel phi a
Cty Council for recognizing My as
Stroke Awareness Month. Stroke is
the fifth | eadi ng cause of death in
the United States and a mmj or cause
of long-termdisability for adults,
but is preventable and treatable.

One in five wonen have a

Page 171

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

5/ 14/ 26 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT

stroke. About 55,000 nore wonen

t han nmen have a stroke each year.
And anong wonen, Bl ack wonen have
t he hi ghest preval ence of stroke.
About one in four stroke survivors
are at risk for another. My is
al so Bl ood Pressure Awareness
Mont h. People with high bl ood
pressure have an increased risk of
havi ng a stroke.

Unfortunately, nore than
one in three Anerican adults with
hi gh bl ood pressure don't even know
they have it. Hi gh blood pressure
is a major risk factor for stroke.
That is why the Anerican Heart
Association is conmtted to
I nprovi ng access to self-nonitored
bl ood pressure nachines. Access to
t hese machi nes can hel p nmake and
ensure pressure i s checked and kept
I n checked, that can hel p reduce

the risk of stroke.
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The Anerican Heart
Associ ation continues to work
closely with stakeholders in the
city like you all and the Health
Departnent, to inprove access to
t hese bl ood pressure nachines in
the clinical and community setting.
Once again, we'd like to thank
Counci | menber Ahnmad for recogni zing
May as Stroke Awareness Month, and
thank all of you in Gty Council
for a conmtnent to addressing
heart di sease and stroke. Have a
wonder ful day.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you, Menber Ahmad.
Nunmber one killer of all people,
all people, no matter what your
background is, is heart disease.
Thank you.

MR SMALL: Good

afternoon. M nane is WIIliam
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Small and | amthe Republican
candidate for United States
Congress in Pennsylvania's Third
District. | oppose Bill 250807
because Counci | nenber Bass sneaked
260242 off of there, even though ny
entire nei ghborhood wants to know
what's going on with that buil ding.
The peopl e of Phil adel phia are
tired of being ignored while our
city falls apart around us.

You want to sell public
property while Kensington is
drowni ng i n addiction, crine,
honel essness, hopel essness.

Vet erans who fought for this
country are struggling to survive.
Qur children are trapped in failing
schools. W rking famlies can
barely afford rent, groceries or
safety anynore.

Look at the Philly Bl ack

Wor kers here today, advocating for
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t he people, you know, and yet this
city continues to prioritize
illegal inmmgrants and policies
that put our citizens last. So |et
me ask why. Wy do taxpayers keep
getting pushed to the back of the
l'ine while our resources,
protections and benefits are
constantly being allocated to
peopl e who are not even citizens,
whil e our own communities coll apse?

You swore an oath to the
peopl e of Phil adel phia, not to
political agendas --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: M. Small --

MR. SMALL: |'mtelling
you why |' m opposed to the bill.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Ckay. Just wanted to
keep you on --

MR. SMALL: -- and not

t he people who enter this country
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illegally. And while this city
faces real problens, Council nenbers
i ke Quetcy Lozada spends tine on
Ti kKTok scrolling to lock kids up
while ignoring the drug epidemc in
her own community --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: M. Small, could you stay
on the bill, sir.

MR, SMALL: Snoke shops
fromillegal immgrants with
fentanyl -1 aced weed are fl oodi ng
our communities. Famlies are
terrified. The people see it, the
people feel it and the people do
not trust this Council. And now --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Let's just focus on the
bill, sir.

MR, SMALL: -- the
Departnent of Justice is |aunching
I nvestigations to illegal

immgration policies. Onh, |I've
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been cut off again. Y all a trip.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: W didn't cut you off.

We just said stay on the nessage.
That's all, on the bill.

Under st ood. Thank you very nuch
for your conmments, sir. Appreciate
your comments, sir.

Call the next person
pl ease. Got the West Powelton
Steppers in here today, Antoine
Mapp.

MB. TERRELL: Happy
amazi ng day, all.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Hel | o.

M5. TERREL: Amazi ng
day. | am Mel ba Terrell and | |ive
i n West Phil adel phia. M question
is | live next door to a lot. |
don't know whose bright idea it was
to not put sonething over the |and.

My basenent is flooded each tine it
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rains outside. | requested to do a
community property. | was told I
had to pay a mllion dollars for a
lot. It's messing up the
foundation where | am And |I'm
just trying to see if we can cone
up with a resol ution.

It's for any |l ot, that
any lot that y'all have around the
city, y'all wonder why houses is
collapsing. |It's because it's
nmessing up the foundation. And I
don't want the house that this
ol der lady is paying the taxes
every year, | don't want her house
to fall on ne. So |I'm asking
y'all -- | nmean, that goes for any
lot. | asked to nake it a
comruni ty garden.

| couldn't even nake it
a community garden and ne and ny
nei ghbors clean it up. Curtis

Jones don't send nobody out to
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cl ean up the nei ghborhood I'min --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: | can't even hear you.

M5. TERRELL: | know you
don't like it, Kenyatta.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: | ain't saying nothing.
| said | can't hear you. | don't
even know you, ma'am to not |ike
you.

MS. TERRELL: Yes, you
do, Kenyatt a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: | don't have a clue who
you are. | was just about to
recomend that you talk to
Counci | menber Jeffrey Jay Young who
actually has a bill to address your
needs, m'am |I'mtrying to be
supportive of what you're talking
about, because we do have menbers
wor ki ng on addressing i ndivi dual

contractors who are doing
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devel opnent in our comunities
that's having significant inpact on
the people who |live next door to
them Just wanted to give you sone
resources so we can follow up on
your issue, ma'am That's all.

M5. TERRELL: All right,
Kenyatta. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You're wel cone, nma'am
But | want you to speak to this
young man right here, Jeffrey Jay
Young. Jeffrey, could you just
talk to her for a mnute, please,
if you don't mnd, your staff, if
you don't mnd, sir.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Ckay.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: M. Obama Hagins, go
ahead, sir. The floor is yours.

MR. HAG NS: Actually
pronounced Ogbonna.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  Ckay.

MR. HAG NS: Yes. Al
right. M nane is Ogbonna Paul
Hagins. [|'ma fourth-generation
chattel slavery survivor. As
Phi | adel phi a renenbers the MOVE
Bonmbi ng, we are rem nded that
peopl e who do not confront their
history are destined to repeat its
failures. The MOVE Bonbi ng was not
just a tragedy, it was a warning, a
war ni ng about what happens when
gover nnent becones di sconnected
fromthe people it is supposed to
serve, especially comunities
descended fromchattel slavery.

Peopl e died in that
bonmbing. Children died in that
bonmbi ng. An entire nei ghborhood
was destroyed. And for decades,
many people wanted the city to nove
on without fully confronting the

deeper neani ng of what happened.
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But today does not disappear -- the
hi story does not just disappear
sinply because politicians stop

tal king about it. And that is why
the current closing of 17

Phi | adel phi a public schools cannot
be separated fromthe |arger

hi st ory.

Once again, the burden
falls heavily on the sane Anerican
Freednmen communi ti es that have
endured generati ons of
di si nvestnent, redlining, economc
excl usion and institutional
neglect. Once again, we are
hearing | anguage of necessity,
budget crisis and reorganization,
but our communities have heard that
| anguage before.

After Reconstruction,
Freednen schools were di smantl ed
using the sane | ogic: underfunded

institutions serving our people.
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Decl are them unsust ai nabl e, then
close themwhile calling it
progress. The MOVE Bonbi ng taught
us what happens when gover nnent
stops seeing certain communities as
wort hy of protection and

I nvest nent .

That is why renenbering
history matters. Because if we
don't renenber the past, we
continue the future. And that is
why | have decided in 2027 point of
order, point of order, point of
order --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Can you wap up, sir?

MR. HAG NS: Wiy are you
bot hering ne? Let ne finish.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Your tine is up, sir.

MR HAGNS: No, ny tinme
is not up. Can | finish?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  Thank you, sir.

MR, HAGQ NS:
(I naudi bl e).

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you, sir.

MR, HAG NS:
(I naudi bl e).

MR. MAPP. VWhat's up,
y'all? On alighter note --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
M. Antoine Mapp, sir. Please
begi n your testinony.

MR. MAPP. Yes, sir. M
nanme is -- first of all, good
af ternoon, everyone. M nane is
Antoine Mapp. |'mthe Drector of
t he West Powel ton Steppers and Drum
Squad. And as of June 25th, we'll
be cel ebrating 35 years straight of
keeping kids off the streets. So |
just want to say, you know, | hope
you guys -- thank you to Ms. Jam e.

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

5/ 14/ 26 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT

Thank you so nuch, introducing --
we want to get the street renaned
after us.

After 35 years, we done
sent over 1000 kids to college we
done paid for it out our own
pockets. W are infected with --
first of all, thank you again for
you guys standing up to the school
district. | knowy'all tried your
best. | was out there with you,
Ms. Jame. W tried our best, but
nmy school that we practice at, Paul
Robeson is one of the school s being
affected as well so we don't have
nowhere to practi ce.

| got over 50 kids in ny
program M/ youngest nenber is 4.
My ol dest nenber is 47. This is
how we conbat the gun viol ence.
Every kid in ny programis on honor
roll. | just hope that you guys

vote to hel p honor us on June 27th
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that we can renane the street after
us. And hopefully one day, you
guys can nmake us the official team
the official teamof the Gty of

Phi | adel phi a, because | see all you
guys' faces and | performfor every
| ast one of you guys in here, so
it'"s only right that we shoul d
beconme the official Gty drill team
to help ne keep these kids off the
streets and please help us get a
bui | di ng.

Once Paul Robeson
closed, | don't know where |I'm
going to take these kids. But |
t ake over five to seven
performances a day. | know |I'min
a Sixer uniform the sanme inner
city kids are the Sixers druniine,
the sane inner city kids are the
Philly drumine, the sane inner
city kids are the official drumine

of the airport, the official
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drum ine of the Sheriff's
Depart nent.

So listen, |I'mdoing ny
best to help save the city, y'all.
| "' m doing ny best to keep these
kids fromrobbing and killing
people. Al they're doing is
entertaining and |I'' m nentoring
them They're |l earning so nuch. So
just please help us and pl ease vote
Sso we get the street renaned after
us. And you guys are doing a good
job. | don't care what nobody say.
You guys are doi ng your best at
what y'all can do. Ken, you know,
it's all |ove, baby.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Keep up the good work for
our young peopl e.

MR. ALLEN. Peace and
greetings, Council President
Johnson and the rest of City
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Council. M nane is Marcus Allen
and I'"'ma tenp worker, and |I'm here
with Philly Black Wrker Project.
|"m al so here in strong support of
the resolution honoring the life
and | egacy of Benjam n Fl etcher,
and recogni zing the nonth of May as
a nonth recognizing as a tribute of
wor kers fighting for dignity and
respect at worKk.

Ben Fletcher, a Philly
born slave of -- a Philly-born son
of formerly enslaved parents,
organi zed brilliantly and
commtted -- to racial comm tnent
to racial justice nmade himone of
the nost permttabl e Bl ack | abor
| eaders in the United States
history. Ben Fletcher, as a worker
hi nsel f, recogni zed and seen for
hi nrsel f that workers were being
objectified as if they weren't

peopl e, so he decided to take a

Page 188

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

5/ 14/ 26 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT

stand and hel p the peopl e.

Well, today |I'm al so
ready to take a stand for our Bl ack
and Brown people. For workers of
today, it's nowtinme again, of the
people, for the people, as tenp
wor kers to get their due respect
and what we deserve. | can give a
list of problens with being a tenp
worker. Yet I'monly going to nane
a few Unfair treatnent, neaning
being treated with sone -- being
treated with the sane respect as
direct hires. Wen we are tenp
wor kers doi ng the sane work as they
do, if not working better or harder
because we have to prove oursel ves.
Bei ng under pai d neans we know t hat
the direct hires are making two to
four nore dollars than the tenp
wor ker s.

Were's the extra noney

going? W're not getting it and
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we're doing all the work. |'m
standi ng here today asking you to
stand with us and join us in our
Al'l Due Respect canpaign to start a
new novenent to get tenp workers
what we deserve and what we work
hard for, |like health benefits,
better pay and the respect we
deserve. Let's start our own
| egacy and begi n anot her powerf ul
nmovenent in the Cty of Brotherly
Love, with all due respect.

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: Counci |
Presi dent, this concludes our
listing for public comment today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.
Thi s concl udes our public coment
peri od.

"' mgoing to ask for
sone very special guests that we

have i n our bal cony, and al ways
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remenber that the future of our
city is always observing this body.
So I'"'mgoing to ask for the
children from Universal Institute
Charter School to please stand.
Let's give thema round of
appl ause.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: We wi |l now consi der
resol utions on the Final Passage
Cal endar and bills on the Second
Readi ng and Fi nal Passage Cal endar.

Wul d the derk pl ease
read the title of Resol ution No.
260469.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol ution al so nam ng the 4100
bl ock of Powel ton Avenue as West
Powel ton Steppers Way to honor the
| egacy and inpact of the West
Powel t on Steppers and Drum Squad on

the community.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Jam e Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOMAN GAUTHI ER
Thank you, Council President --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: For a notion regarding
Resol uti on No. 260469.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Thank you, Council President.

If | can add a very
brief comment, | just wanted to
note that as a result of Robeson
cl osing, the West Powel ton Steppers
have no place to practice even
t hough they are keepi ng young
peopl e off of the street. And as
they are the official drumine of
the Sixers, who you know are very
weal thy, |'m hoping that they wll
come to the table to help find
these kids a place to practice.

And t hank you, Antoine, for com ng
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to Gty Council today. And with
that, | nove for the adoption of
t he resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: | expect to see them on
t hat budget priority list. It has
been noved and properly seconded
t hat Resol ution No. 260469 be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Anyone opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it. The
notion carries and the resol ution
Is adopted. And | second that. |
hope the Sixers do step up. |

don't know, that |ast perfornmance |
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don't even know if they deserve a
heari ng.

WIl the derk please
read the title of Resolution No.
260480. Thank you, Coach Thonas.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol ution supporting the proposed
Sam Wrl ey Elderly Tax Relief Act,
| egislation to exenpt qualifying
| ong-term el derly homeowners from
school, county and nuni ci pal
property taxes on their prinary
resi dences i n Pennsyl vani a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Jeffrey Jay Young for
a notion regardi ng Resol uti on No.
260480.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  Thank
you, M. President.

And for the record, this
proposed | egislation is being

proposed by a Republican in
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Harrisburg. So for the record for
t hose who were speaking earlier,
but | nove for its adoption.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 260480 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Anyone opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it. The
notion carries. The resolution is
adopt ed.

Clerk, please read the
title of Bill No. 260063.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance renam ng and desi gnati ng
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the property comonly referred to
as Panati Pl ayground, |ocated at
3100 North 22nd Street, to the
Al | egheny West Recreation Center,
in recognition of the community and
nei ghbor hood that it serves.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Ci ndy Bass for a
not i on.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. President.

| would i ke to offer an
amendnent to Bill No. 260063. A
copy of the anendnent has been
circulated to all nenbers of
Council and | nove for the adoption
of the anendnent.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and

properly seconded that the
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amendnment to Bill No. 260063 be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
bill has been anended. This bill
wi |l be placed on our Final Passage
Cal endar for our next session of
Counci | .

Wul d the Cerk please
read any additional resolutions on
t oday' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring and
recogni zing Ad Prinma Charter School
for being designated as a 2026
state and national school of
character, becom ng the first
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school in Phil adel phia to receive
this distinction and cel ebrating
this extraordinary achi evenent as a
testanment to the school's
commtnent to strong culture,
et hi cal | eadership, character

devel opnent and educati onal
excel l ence. Introduced by
Counci | menber Philli ps.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Dr. Anthony Phillips
for a notion.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Council President.

In partnership with
Counci | menber Jones, who shares the
school, | nove for the adoption of
t he resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: It has been noved and

properly seconded that the

Page 198

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

Page 199
5/ 14/ 26 - STATED - 2ND READI NG
resol uti on be adopt ed.
Al'l those in favor
signify by saying aye.
(Aye.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Anyone opposed?
(No response.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution i s adopted.
Chi ef Cerk, please read
the title of the next resol ution.
CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring and
recogni zi ng Russell Byers Charter
School on the occasion of its 25th
Anni versary and cel ebrating 25
years of educational excell ence,
civic purpose and service to
children and famlies in the Cty
of Phil adel phia, and further
recogni zi ng Laurada Byers for her
vi sionary | eadershi p and enduri ng
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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I npact. I ntroduced by
Counci | menber Philli ps.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Phillips for a notion
on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN PHILLIPS: In
honor of Laurada Byers, who's been
an inspiration to nyself, and al so
in partnership with the district,
Council President, for Russell
Byers, Jeffrey Young, | proudly
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  Anyone opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it. The
resol ution has been adopt ed.

WIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of the next
resol uti on.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution declaring My
13, 2026 as the 41st Anniversary of
t he MOVE Bonbi ng as a day of
reflection and renenbrance in the
Cty of Philadel phia. Introduced
by Counci | menber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Gauthier for a notion
on the resolution.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.
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(Duly seconded.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol ution be adopt ed.
Al'l those in favor
signify by saying aye.
(Aye.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Anyone opposed?
(No response.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it. The
resolution is adopted.
Chi ef Cerk, please read
the title of the next resol ution.
CH EF CLERK: A
privil eged resolution authorizing
the Conmttee on the Environnment to
hol d hearings on the inplenentation
and progress of vegetated G een
Stormwat er I nfrastructure, GSI,
under the Geen Cty, Cean Waters
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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Initiative, and to exam ne the
benefits of expandi ng green
stormnat er infrastructure
t hroughout the CGty. Introduced by
Counci | menber Gaut hi er.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Gauthier for a notion
on the resol ution.
(Duly seconded.)
COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, Council President.
| nove for the adoption
of the resolution.
(Duly seconded.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.
Al'l those in favor w !l
signify by saying aye.
(Aye.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  Anyone opposed?
(No response.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it. The
resolution is adopted.
Chief Clerk, please read
the title of the next resolution.
CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring and
congratul ati ng the Bl ackhawks
Athletic Cub Under 12 Foot ball
Team on wi nning the 2025 Aneri can
Yout h Football 12U D vision |
Nat i onal Chanpi onship. |ntroduced
by Counci | menber Thomas.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber |saiah Thomas for a
notion on the resolution.
COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Thanks, Council President.
Congr at ul ati ons agai n,
Counci | menber Young, North
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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Phi | adel phia. Thank you, sir. |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.
(Duly seconded.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol ution be adopt ed.
Al'l those in favor w |
signify by saying aye.
(Aye.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Y'all want to be on the
record?
(Aye.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  |' m bei ng serious though.
Al those signify by saying aye.
(Aye.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Anyone opposed?
(No response.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON: The ayes have it. And
the resolution is adopted.

Chi ef Cerk, please read
the title of the next resolution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
and honoring the nonth of May as
"Youth Mental Health Awareness
Month" in the Gty of Philadel phia
to center the well-being of young
Phi | adel phi ans and urgi ng the
yout h-1ed, trauma-inforned
I nvestnents in every nei ghborhood.
| nt r oduced by Counci |l nenber Thonas.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber |saiah Thomas for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN THOMVAS:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

Page 206

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

Page 207
5/14/ 26 - STATED - 2ND READI NG
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  All those in favor
signify by saying aye.
(Aye.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Al Gty Council nenbers
signify by saying aye.
(Aye.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Anyone opposed?
(No response.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it. The
resolution is adopted.
Chi ef Cerk, please read
the title of the next resolution.
CH EF CLERK: A
privil eged resolution recogni zing
the nonth of May as Jew sh Anmerican
Heritage Month in the Gty of
Phi | adel phia. Introduced by
Counci | menber Landau.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Rue Landau for a
notion on the resol ution.
COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU
Thank you, Council President.
| nove for the adoption
of the resolution.
(Duly seconded.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  All those in favor of the
notion will signify by saying aye.
(Aye.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Anyone opposed?
(No response.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it. The
resol ution i s adopted.
Chief Cerk, please read
the title of the next resol ution.
CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
and cel ebrated Ben Fl etcher,
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Phi | adel phia's revol utionary | abor
| eader, and honoring Local 8, the
1913 Longshoreman Stri ke, and the
City's Black-led tradition of
multiracial solidarity in the fight
for dignity and respect at work and
in our communities. Introduced by
Counci | menber O Rour ke.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Ni col as O Rourke for
a notion on the resolution.
COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Thank you, Council President.
| nove for the adoption
of the resolution.
(Duly seconded.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  All those in favor of the
nmotion will signify by saying aye.
(Aye.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Anyone opposed?
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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(No response.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resolution is adopted.
Chief derk, please read
the title of the next resol ution.
CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
May 2026 as Brain Tunor Awareness
Mont h, raising awareness of the
I npact of brain tunpors on
i ndividuals, famlies and
comruni ties, and pronoting
education, research and support for
those affected. |[Introduced by
Counci | menber Driscoll.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber M ke Driscoll for a
notion on the resol ution.
COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: |
nove for its adoption.
(Duly seconded.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  All those in favor of the
nmotion will signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Anyone opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it. And
the resolution is adopted. Chief
Clerk, please read the title of the
next resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
May 2026 to be Anmerican Stroke
Mont h in Phil adel phia. [Introduced
by Counci | menber Ahnad.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Dr. N na Ahmad for a
nmotion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD: |
nove for the adoption of the
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resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion being adopted signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Anyone opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it. The
resol ution i s adopted.

Chief Cerk, please read
the title of the next resolution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
May 2026 as National Tennis Month.
| nt r oduced by Counci | nrenber Ahnad.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Chair recogni zes
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Counci | menber Dr. N na Ahmad for a
notion on the resolution.
COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:
Thank you, Council President.
| nove for the adoption
of the resolution.
(Duly seconded.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.
Al'l those in favor w |
signify by saying aye.
(Aye.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?
(No response.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution i s adopted.
Chief Cerk, please read
the title of the next resolution.
CH EF CLERK: A
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privileged resolution recogni zi ng
May 2026 as Mental Heal th Awareness
Month in the Gty of Phil adel phi a.
| nt roduced by Counci | nenber Ahmad.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Dr. N na Ahmad for a
notion on the resolution.
COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:
Thank you, Council President.
| nove for the adoption
of the resolution.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol ution be adopted.
Al'l those in favor
signify by saying aye.
(Aye.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?
(No response.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON: The ayes have it. The
resolution is adopted.

Wuld the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution authorizing
the Conmttee on Commerce and
Econom ¢ Devel opnent to hold public
hearings on the process of starting
a m crobusi ness or a pop-up shop in
Phi | adel phia, and on how the Cty
can streanmline that process so nore
m cr obusi nesses grow i nto snall
busi nesses. I ntroduced by
Counci | menber Ahmad.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Dr. N na Ahmad for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
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of the resolution.
(Duly seconded.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopted.
Al'l those in favor
signify by saying aye.
(Aye.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Anyone opposed?
(No response.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it. And
the resolution is adopted.
Chief Cerk, please read
the next resol ution.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |
President, there are no further
resolutions in nmy possession.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: That conpl etes our
Cal endar for the day.
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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Are there any speeches
on behalf of the Mnority?

Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Ni col as O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Thank you, Council President.

| want to thank the
Philly Black Wrker Project, the
whol e crew that cane out to
conmenor at e what can happen when
Bl ack workers unite. | want to
thank M nority Leader Brooks in her
absence as |'mintroducing that
resol uti on on her behalf today.

What excites ne about
the Bl ack Wrker Project is howit
takes a certain politic that's
concerned with the fornerly
i ncarcerated directly into the
wor kpl ace, not only fighting
agai nst enpl oynent di scrim nation,
which is critical, but fighting for

wor ker conditions, for proper | abor
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rights. This is what we call
denocrati zing the workplace. And
in that spirit, this is in fact
al so what denocracy | ooks |iKke.

It's always an honor to
col l aborate with them especially
as they honor local history that
isn't told enough. And | think to
t hat poi nt, when Phil adel phi ans
who' ve been around a while think
about desegregati ng workf orces,
when they think about any of that
sort of work, you're probably
rightly to renenber the |ate
Reverend Leon Sullivan, and | know
| have a few witnesses in the room

Ben Fl etcher and his
conr ades enforced a desegregated
wor kpl ace on Philly's docks years
bef ore Reverend Sullivan was born,
and did it through mlitant | abor
action 113 years ago, right,

hi story that we don't always know
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or tell often.
Fletcher did this
radi cal work in an era when
Anerica's Cvil R ghts Mvenent was
rebuilding itself, while reeling
fromthe first Glded Age and the
dem se of Reconstruction and trying
to survive the deceptively titled
Progressive Era that y'all probably
heard Cl arence Thomas recently
exploit in his bizarre revisionist
| ecture at the University of Texas.
Don't encourage you to listen to
it, but if you know, you know.
Today we're |iving
t hrough a second G | ded Age,
t hrough the dem se of our second
Reconstruction, and | believe,
along wwth the Philly Bl ack Wrker
Project, that there's a wellspring
of w sdomthat Ben Fletcher and his
conr ades have for us to survive and

thrive, dare | say, in our own
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trying era in time, then as now.
When it really cones
down to it, our power is in our
nunbers. It's in our labor. |It's
I n our organizing, in our
organi zation, the structure of our
econony. It has changed, but this
system cannot run w thout us. And
| know that | have col | eagues here
who al so want to resist the
aut omat ons and robots that want to
try to make it so to operate
Wi t hout us. They need our | abor.
|"man el ected official, but the
Wbblies' firmbelief in worker
power above and beyond the
el ectoral real mdoesn't offend ne,
not even in the slightest.
Endeavoring collectively
towards true governance by the
peopl e nmust be our aim even as we
fight for a representative

denocracy worth the nane. To that
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poi nt, as Black representation is
snuf fed out across the South, |
don't want to underplay the
significance of three Bl ack

candi dates who have run, in ny
opinion view, a clean race for a
congressional seat, a race swft,
at | east between them Ilittle
backbiting or disrespect, vying for
t he support of a very diverse

el ectorate here in our city.

As sone parts of the
country go backward, | continually
and i ncreasingly see Phil adel phi a
as one of the bastions, one of the
out posts, as it were, of the
America our ancestors dared to
dream of during that first and
second Reconstruction. So whatever
happens on Tuesday, | want Philly's
next representative to know and
know wel | that that's the America

we are sending themto Washi ngton
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to defend wth every ounce of their
st rengt h.

Whoever's in that seat
needs to deeply understand that the
gl oves are all the way off now So
do not expect a job where you
aren't punching back. Punch back.
They punch, punch back hard. Your
city will have your back if you do
that. W are in atrying tine. So
to get you started on having your
back, y'all don't nake ne foolish
now, know the details on what
Tuesday all ows you to do.

You have to return a
mail-in ballot to a Gty satellite
of fice or drop box by 8:00 p.m on
Tuesday, the latest. |f you need
to know your polling site, because
| know fol ks may have been noved
around a bit, you can | ook up your
address on atl as. phila.gov. That's

a-t-l-a-s.phila.gov and scroll to
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the voting section.

Pol |l s are open from
7:00 a.m They close at 8:00 p.m
Phi | adel phia, do what we do best.
Whoever you support, for whatever
your reasons, you can start having
their back by nmaking sure that you
vote and you talk to soneone who
you know ain't thought about voting
and get out to vote that day as
wel | .

So, thank you,
M. President. Let's get out to
vote on Tuesday, y'all. Let's wn
for our people.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Speeches on behal f of the
Maj ority?

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Rue Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU.

Thank you, Council President.
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Just a qui ck one today.
Today | co-introduced a resol ution
Wi th you recogni zing May as Jew sh
Anmerican Heritage Month in
Phi | adel phia. This nonth is an
opportunity for all of us to
encourage all residents to learn
nore about Jewi sh heritage in
Phi | adel phi a.

As Rabbi Lizzie Horne
Mozes told us today, this nonth is
not just about | ooking back, but
it's very inportant to | ook at what
we're doi ng now and what we're
doing in the future. And as a
proud nenber of Kol Tzedek
Synagogue, that is exactly what we
do when we are organi zing with our
nei ghbors, when we are advocati ng
agai nst injustices.

It's very inportant to
lift that work up today though. So

thank you to all ny coll eagues for
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co-sponsoring this resolution. |
invite you to join us downstairs in
the Mayor's reception roomright
after Council for a brief
resolution reception. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very mnuch.

Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Jeffrey Jay Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  Thank
you, M. President.

And it's in the spirit
of Counci | nenber Thomas' Youth
Ment al Heal th Awar eness Month, |
want to let you all know that on
Saturday, May 30, ny office is
hosting, along with an organi zati on
in North Phil adel phia called As |
Plant the Seed, we're hosting a
yout h nental health awareness
conference entitled "Al About

Yout h" for ages 12 to 18 years ol d
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at the Martin Luther King
Recreation Center in North
Phi | adel phia from 10: 00 to
3:00 p.m

We're asking all young
people to be acconpani ed by a
parent, guardi an or organi zati on.
But again, that will be on May 30,
the All About Youth Mental Health
Awar eness conference from 10:00 to
3:00 at Martin Luther King Rec
Center this Saturday.

My office is hosting,
along with Park to Broad Busi ness
District, the Grard Avenue
Festival in Brewerytown. It's a
free community cel ebration from
11:00 to 5:00 along the Grard
Avenue business corridor from 29th
Street to College Avenue, and it is
rain or shine. There wll be 100
| ocal vendors, live nusic across

stages, community perfornances,
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great food, famly-friendly fun,

I ncl udi ng the bounce houses for the
kids. So let's bring them on out.

Events like this bring
our nei ghborhoods together, support
the small businesses along those
corridors, celebrate culture,
creativity, and the energy that
makes our community strong.

Al ong that sane note,
there will be a briefing that's
being held or info session being
hel d by the Adm nistration, the
O fice of Special Events, OIl S and
Streets Departnent along with the
Par ki ng Authority and our office on
the tenporary parking permts that
wll be required during the 2026
FI FA Fan Fest peri od.

We know t hat many
nei ghbors have questi ons and
concerns about parking, traffic,

accessibility, quality-of-life
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I npacts, so hopefully this info
session on Mnday at 5 o'clock w |
answer sone of these questions. It
Is a virtual session. Qur goal is
to work hand in hand wth the
community to make sure that
residents are inforned, protected
and able to enjoy the excitenent
and the econom c opportunity that
this gl obal event brings

Phi | adel phia. And so, we encourage
again all residents if you live in
Fai rmount, live in Brewerytown, you
live in the southern part of
Strawberry Mansion, you live in
Spring Garden, we encourage you to
log on to this info session.
Again, it'll be Monday, May 18th
from5:00 to 6:00 p.m You can
contact ny office or the Parking
Authority to get nore information
on the registration permts.

And at the Grard Avenue
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Festival this weekend, if you live
In that comunity, if you're
af fected by the parking permt
regul ations, the Parking Authority
will be out issuing the permts on
the spot. So if you live in that
community, make sure you cone out
to the Grard Avenue Festival.
You'll get your tenporary parking
permt for the FIFA Fan Fest on the
spot this Saturday at the Grard
Avenue Fest .

We introduced a couple
bills today, M. President. | know
fol ks -- saw sone fol ks' faces when
the titles were read. W
I ntroduced two bills | think that
will bring safety to Philadel phia's
rapidly grow ng e-bi ke delivery
i ndustry. The first bill wll
allow L& to establish an official
e-bi ke delivery license to create

cl ear standards and i nprove
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enforcenent, particularly here in
Center City, where that is an
I ssue.

The second bill w |
require app delivery conpanies to
mai ntain formal records of e-bike
delivery workers on their
platforns, and it also creates a
fee for autononous delivery robots,
as we see that these robots are
vehicles that are driving on our
streets -- on our sidewal ks, excuse
ne. So if we are going to give
t hese vehicles perm ssion to drive
on our sidewal ks, then | think we
need to regulate that a little bit
nor e.

We need to have smart,
bal anced | egi sl ation that protects
the public safety, supports workers
and ensures that these corporations
take responsibility for the systens

and technol ogi es they profit from

Page 230

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

5/14/ 26 - STATED - SPEECHES

And on that sane note,
El ecti on day bei ng next Tuesday, |
want to encourage people in North
Phi | adel phia to get out and vote.
You | ook at nunbers from sone of
the wards in North Phil adel phia
over the years, it has not been
sonething to be proud of. But I'm
asking you, all those who are
listening, to please let's hit the
streets on Election day, My 19.
Let's show Phil adel phia that North
Phi | adel phia is worth your
attention during these el ection
cycl es.

So thank you,
M. President.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch,
Counci | menber |sai ah Thomas.

COUNCI LMAN THOMAS:  Good

af ternoon, everybody.
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Very quickly, first and
forenost, during Council session
today a student was hit by a car.
And normally, we don't do this, but
this is the second tinme, and the
Counci| knows this is the second
tinme in eight days, that a student
from Swenson Hi gh School
specifically has been hit by a car,
so | just wanted to offer our
t houghts and prayers to the
Adm ni stration, to the entire
Swenson famly.

W will be reaching out,
and we have to think about what we
do as it relates to sone of the
things that we've already done with
speed caneras and ot her things
around school zones to keep people
safe, so that's the first thing.

Second thing, | wanted
to take a nonent of personal

privilege, as a Gty Council, we're
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all a famly and | know Team Thomas
and everybody who's on Team Thonas,
there's no exception to that rule.
And for us, | wanted to take a
nonent to acknow edge, and if you
could stand up, ny friend, sonebody
who |'ve known forever, Preston
Ti Il man.

Preston's last day in
Gty Council is tonorrow, and he's
been a phenonenal servant to the
Cty of Philadelphia. Cdearly,
he's going on to great things, but
| do want to |et himknow that his
service to the Gty of Philadel phia
I's appreciated. Team Thomas
appreci ates himand he is always a
famly nenber to this |legislative
body. Thank you for your service.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you for your

servi ce.

Page 233

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

5/ 14/ 26 - STATED - SPEECHES

Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Quetcy Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you, Council President.

| just want to take an
opportunity to respond to sone of
the noise that is happeni ng out
there. And | know that sonetines
we, and you |augh, but | really
find it frustrating and |I' m goi ng
to tell you why, Council President.

We allow for people to
come in here and express thensel ves
and freedom of speech, and
everybody is |like rah, rah, rah.
But then they all are gone when we
are responding to them hol di ng us
account abl e when we're respondi ng
to issues that are happening in our
own communities, because the
| oudest noi se-nakers are the people
that don't live in the

nei ghbor hood.
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| do not want children
I n anybody' s nei ghborhood to be
| ocked up, but the reality is that
what children see in their
nei ghbor hood det erm nes who t hey
becone as adults. \What they see in
t heir nei ghborhood responds to
t hei r behavi oral health condition,
their enotional condition, their
social skills. It determ nes the
kind of citizen that they're going
to be in the future, right.

In the Gty of
Phi | adel phia, we've invested $24
mllion in gun viol ence prevention
prograns. Yet you have all these
peopl e tal ki ng about you just want
them arrested because they're
wal ki ng around in your
nei ghbor hoods with a certain type
of weapon.

So | said an automati c,

| don't want to see an automatic, |
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don't want to see a pistol, | don't
want to see a rifle, because
responsi bl e gun owners do not wal k
around i n nei ghborhoods wth their
gun or with their weapons strapped
to their chest. W have worked
really, really hard as a

| egi sl ati ve body and as an

adm ni stration and as a group of
public safety officials to change
the narrative in communities |ike
Kensi ngton and across the Cty of
Phi | adel phia. W've worked really
har d.

Hom ci des and shooti ngs
are down because of the collective
effort that we have had in
respondi ng directly to gun viol ence
and to violence in general in our
nei ghborhoods. Yet there are
certain individuals that insist on
the negatives of communities |ike

mne, right. And if we put up
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videos, if we put up photos, we're
press-thirsty. |f we speak up,
we're angry, we're just talking.

If we fight, we're angry
and pissed off. If we cry, we're
weak. |If we conplain, they want us
to shut up, right. | don't
under st and what people want from us
as elected officials. | don't
under stand what they want from us.
At the end of the day, why are they
not tal king about the fact that in
communities |ike mne, the people
that live there are resilient, the
peopl e that are conducti ng
busi nesses there are just trying to
survive, the children that are
being raised there are just trying
to grow up in a place where they
could be joyful in their rec
centers, where they can play.

But people Iike nme and

ot her el ecteds can't speak up when
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we see things that are outright
wong. We're supposed to just sit
back and allow for people to treat
our nei ghborhoods |Iike we're
cowboys and I ndi ans back in the
day. | don't understand that we
have children in our chanber, we
invite children to cone and talk
and tell us how they feel. Yet
when people in this chanber respond
to the negatives that they
W tnessed in their nei ghborhoods,
then we are the problem W're the
probl em

Wiy are these peopl e not
tal ki ng about the fact that through
t hose $24 mllion we should be
wor ki ng with organi zations to
connect young people to nentorship
prograns, to job opportunities, to
sports opportunities, to financial
literacy prograns, to enpl oynment

opportunities, to nental health
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wel | ness prograns, to violence
prevention prograns, to art
prograns, conflict resol ution,
apprenti ceshi p prograns.

Wiy are we so focused on
whet her we said a word that didn't
mat ch what they |iked on the street
or whether this individual was
legally or illegally carrying.

What we shoul d be tal king about is
what our children are exposed to
every day that affects who they can
becone in the future. M children
deserve all of that.

Al |l of our nei ghborhood
children deserve to be able to live
In communities that are safe, where
they' re not wal ki ng around and
seeing this stuff and being afraid.
My nmessage to those individuals who
have a whole ot to say, those
keyboard bullies, we're going to
keep fighting.
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We're going to keep
fighting for nei ghborhoods |ike
Kensington. W're going to keep
fighting for the good peopl e that
are just trying to survive there.
We're going to keep connecting
young people to all of those
prograns that | nentioned, and we
al so need to fight to change how
the state determ nes how long it
takes for people to respond to
their food insecurity and food
stanps conpared to how long it
takes you to get a gun permt,
because they don't bal ance out.

It takes people 30 days
to be able to get food stanps
approved for food stanps. It takes
you | ess than two days to get a gun
permt. How are we supposed to
check the nental stability, the
responsibility and whether this

person i s capable of handling a
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weapon? How are we supposed to do
that? And why are we not talking
to our counterparts about how
| opsided this is?

W have to do better.
W have to do better. Qur children
deserve better. Qur communities
deserve better. Qur city deserves
better. There's no nei ghborhood
that deserves to w tness what ny
conmunity continues to witness. W
are tired. W're tired. It has to
st op.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Dr. N na Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Thank you, Council President.

Thank you, Council nenber
Lozada, for rem nding us what our
job is. | appreciate your passion

and under stand your frustration,
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and we are going to keep worKking
and keep fighting. | stand with
you.

| wanted to tal k about
the stress and trauma
Phi | adel phi ans are feeling every
day, particularly now we have a war
bei ng fought in our nane far away.
We have wars being fought right
here, and Counci |l nenber Lozada | ust
referenced that, and we have so
many ot her stressors in our life.
And that's why, in partnership with
Counci | menber Bass, | co-introduced
a resol ution recogni zing May as
Mental Heal th Awareness Month, and
make sure that the stigma in an
ongoi ng barrier to nental health
care, that we can renove it. This
stigma, especially preval ent anong
men, older adults, inmm grant
comunities, communities of color

and LGBTQ+ residents, and today's
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resolution works to conbat that.

In addition to Mental
Heal t h Awar eness Mont h desi gnati on,
| want to thank the Nati onal
Al liance on Mental Health for your
service, providing free education,
support and advocacy for people
i npacted by nental illness. | |ook
forward to speaking on their panel
t onmor r ow.

Continuing in the vein
of public health, | introduced a
privileged resolution to recogni ze
May as Anerican Stroke Month in
Phi | adel phia. Approximately
800, 000 people suffer a stroke in
the U S. annually. This resolution
acknow edges the role of the
Anerican Heart Association in
conbating this and encourages
Phi | adel phians to famliarize
t hensel ves with the risk factors

associ ated with stroke.

Page 243

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

5/ 14/ 26 - STATED - SPEECHES

Wth this in mnd, |
al so co-introduced a resolution
wi t h Counci | menber Gaut hi er
recogni zing May as National Tennis
Mont h, so we can get noving and not
get a stroke. Philadel phia has a
|l ong history with tennis being the
birthplace of Ora Mae Washi ngt on,
an African American wonman who won
her first national title in tennis
in 1925 after only a year of
pl ayi ng.

Phi | adel phi a al so hosted
the first U S Wnen' s Lawn Tennis
Chanpi onshi p at the Phil adel phi a
Cricket Club in 1887 and will be
hosti ng a new WA 125 event at the
Uni versity of Pennsyl vani a,
bri ngi ng professional tennis back
to our city for the first tinme in
20 years. | thank the United
States Tenni s Associ ation for your

| ocal work in Phil adel phi a,
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pronoting the sport. And |

encour age everyone to get out and
get active.

| al so introduced a

resol ution authorizing the

Commi ttee on Comrerce and Econom c
Devel opment to hold public hearings
on the process of starting a

m cr obusi ness or pop-up shop.

have spoken to so many fol ks who
have been having cottage industry
that they want to put out and see
If 1t's a viable business,

m cr obusi ness entrepreneurs,
crafters, flea market vendors, that
the process of selling their wares
Is confusing. W need to
streanline the process to help
pop-ups eventually nove into a

per manent sust ai nabl e busi ness,
whet her it be brick-and-nortars
online. And | look forward for

themto contribute to our econony.
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| want to personally
t hank Counci | renber Jones for
i ncluding ne as a co-sponsor on
Bill 260298 this week. The bill
changes the zoni ng designation for
areas surroundi ng Lankenau H gh
School, and I'm so pleased that the
bill, as anended, has been reported
favorably out of the Rules
Comm ttee.

Despite the school
district's decision to nove forward
with their facilities plan, | have
not given up on Lankenau or any of
the other schools on this closure
list, and I'll continue to use all
tools at ny disposal to change this
cl osure pl an.

And | want to thank
Counci | menber G | nore Ri chardson,
our Majority Leader, for continuing
hearings on the Bl ack wonen's

econom ¢ health. Your |eadership
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in this space is so inportant. Not
only do we have to tal k about the
barriers Black wonen face, but what
those barriers cause
physi ol ogi cal | y.

| made a point of
t al ki ng about sonething called
weat heri ng that has an inpact, the
stress, the trauma, all of the
things that you face when you're
trying to do things in an
I nhospi tabl e environnent has a toll
on you physiologically. So it's
I nportant that we renove these
barriers for everyone to
participate in our econony.

| al so want to thank
Council President for inviting ne
to this week's Mt her's Day
 uncheon. It was an uplifting
event, and | was glad to connect
with so nmany anazi ng nothers in our

city. Also, the food was
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fantastic, Council President.

And | astly -- oh, before
the rem ndi ng about the el ection, |
wanted to make sure you all knew we
have a hearing on a Charter change
to create a Philadelphia Child
Wel fare Comm ssion. This is going
to be on Wednesday, May 27th at
10: 00 a.m in this room | invite
everyone to cone and testify and we
woul d |i ke to hear from you.

And finally, don't
forget, May 19th is the Primary
El ection. Polling places are open
from7:00 to 8:00. You can go to
the Gty Conm ssioner's website
@otephila.gov to find your cl osest
polling place. And | want to thank
all of you every day for what you
do. And you know we are still
having to fight for reversing the
cl osure of the schools that are on

the |ist.
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| want to thank Counci l
Counci | menber |sai ah Thomas, who is
the Chair of the Education
Commttee, for standing with us in
that fight, and fighting and not
giving up on this. Qur children
are watching. They're watching how
we're responding to a crisis, just
i ke Quetcy Lozada, Council nmenber
Lozada said, we are doing this for
our future generations. And once
again, I wll be sending another
letter to the board outlining all
different ways that this plan nakes
no sense, particularly for
Lankenau. So | thank you all for
l'i stening.

And t hank you, Counci l
President. | yield back to you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch for

your renarks.
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As there are no nore
speeches, the Chair recognizes
Counci | menber |saiah Thomas for a
notion to adjourn.

COUNCI LMAN THOMAS: Have
a good holiday, everybody. Thank
you, M. President.

| nove that Council
stands adj ourned until Thursday,
May 28, 2026 at 10: 00 a.m

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Council
stands adj ourned until Thursday,
May 28th at 10:00 a.m

Al'l those in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the

notion carries. Thank you all very

much.

(Stated Meeting

adjourned at 1:45 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON
|, hereby certify that the proceedi ngs
and evi dence noted are contained fully and
accurately in the stenographic notes taken
by me in the foregoing natter, and that
this is a correct transcript of the sane.
_ QAN
TANEHA CARROLL —
Court Reporter - Notary Public
(The foregoing certification of this
transcri pt does not apply to any reproduction
of the sanme by any neans, unless under the
di rect control and/or supervision of the
certifying reporter.)
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City of Philadelphia
City Council Calendar
Thursday, May 14, 2026

PUBLIC COMMENT

City Council receives public comment on bills and resolutions that are printed on this
agenda for the meeting. Speakers will have up to three minutes to speak; please prepare
your comments to fit within that time limit. The Council President, may, depending on
circumstances, establish a lower time limit. The Council President will announce the
applicable time limit at the beginning of the public comment portion of the agenda. The
Council President may also limit repetitious comments on the same agenda item or defer
comments to the next meeting of Council.

Speakers for public comment can sign up in advance, submit comments electronically, or
sign up to speak the day of the meeting.To sign up in advance, speakers may call
215-686-3406 or email chiefclerk@phila.gov by no later than 3 p.m. the day before the
meeting. Speakers who sign up in advance will be added to the list. Speakers must sign up
individually, not on behalf of others or groups, and provide the following information:

*  Full name (including proper pronunciation and spelling)

e The bill number or resolution number that will be addressed

*  Whether you support or oppose that particular bill or resolution
* Telephone number where you can be reached

e Street address

Speakers may also submit public comment electronically by email to chiefclerk@phila.gov
no later than 3 p.m. the day before the meeting, preferably as a PDF attachment to the
email. Electronic submissions become part of the written record of the proceedings but
they are not read aloud in Council. To sign up the day of the meeting, come to Room 400,
City Hall and check in at the desk by the entrance.

*If you require an accommodation or service to fully participate, please let the Chief
Clerk’s Office know when signing up for Public Comment.

*If you need an interpreter for these events, please call or email the Chief Clerk's office
for information about our language services.

*Please note that this is an in-person meeting, and open to the public. This meeting may
also be viewed on Xfinity Channel 64, Fios Channel 40, or
http://phlcouncil.com/watch-city-council/.
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CITY COUNCIL Calendar for Thursday, May 14, 2026

ORDER OF BUSINESS IN A COUNCIL SESSION

Note: Some items do not occur at every session:

Invocation.

Approval of the journal of the preceding meeting.

Requests by Councilmembers for permission to be absent from the session.
Reading of communications from the Mayor.

Introduction of bills and resolutions (to be referred to appropriate Committees of
Council).

Reports from Committees of Council.
Special business.
Bills on first reading.

Public comment on bills and resolutions on the Second Reading and Final Passage
Calendars - titles are printed below.

Bills that Council passed but that need to be returned by the Mayor for reconsideration.

Consideration of bills and resolutions on the Second Reading and Final Passage
Calendars.

Bills and resolutions on the Suspension Calendar.

Speeches by Councilmembers.
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RESOLUTIONS ON FINAL PASSAGE

260469
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Gauthier

Resolution also naming the 4100 Block of Powelton Avenue as “West Powelton Steppers
Way” to honor the legacy and impact of the West Powelton Steppers and Drum Squad on the
community.

260480
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Young

Resolution supporting the proposed Sam Worley Elderly Tax Relief Act, legislation to exempt
qualifying long-term elderly homeowners from school, county, and municipal property taxes on
their primary residences in Pennsylvania.

260481
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Bass

Resolution calling for the expansion of equitable cultural opportunities for children enrolled in
childcare facilities throughout the City of Philadelphia through membership access to the
Art-Reach ACCESS Program, particularly during the summer season when the City welcomes
visitors from around the world.

BILLS ON SECOND READING AND FINAL PASSAGE

250768
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Gauthier

An Ordinance amending Title 17 of The Philadelphia Code, entitled “Contracts and
Procurement,” to prohibit contractors providing solid waste, recycling or composting services
to the City from incinerating discarded matter, under certain terms and conditions.
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250807
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Squilla

An Ordinance authorizing the Commissioner of Public Property to acquire, on behalf of the
City, fee simple title or a lesser interest, by purchase, dedication, donation, condemnation,
agreement in lieu of condemnation or otherwise, for the purpose of making, enlarging,
connecting, extending, operating, and maintaining public parks for recreational use, certain
parcels of land, generally bounded and located between Vine Street, Fairmount Avenue, 8th
Street and 12th Street, together with all improvements thereon and all associated easements
and appurtenances; and to lease the property, or a portion thereof, to the Center City District;
all under certain terms and conditions.

260063-A
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Bass

An Ordinance renaming and designating the property commonly referred to as Panati
Playground, located at 3100 N 22nd Street, to the “Allegheny West Recreation Center” in
recognition of the community and neighborhood that it serves.

260340
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Squilla

An Ordinance authorizing various encroachments in the vicinity of 323 N. Broad St,
Philadelphia, PA 19107, under certain terms and conditions.

RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTIONS

260537
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Phillips

Resolution honoring and recognizing Ad Prima Charter School for being designated a 2026
State and National School of Character, becoming the first school in Philadelphia to receive
this distinction, and celebrating this extraordinary achievement as a testament to the school’s
commitment to strong culture, ethical leadership, character development, and educational
excellence.
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260538
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Phillips

Resolution honoring and recognizing Russell Byers Charter School on the occasion of its 25th
anniversary, and celebrating 25 years of educational excellence, civic purpose, and service to
children and families in the City of Philadelphia, and further recognizing Laurada Byers for her
visionary leadership and enduring impact.

260539
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Gauthier

Resolution declaring May 13th, 2026, the 41st Anniversary of the MOVE Bombing, as a day of
reflection and remembrance in the City of Philadelphia.

260540
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Gauthier

Resolution authorizing the Committee on the Environment to hold hearings on the
implementation and progress of vegetated green stormwater infrastructure (GSI) under the
Green City, Clean Waters initiative, and to examine the benefits of expanding Green
Stormwater Infrastructure throughout the City.

260541
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Thomas

Resolution honoring and congratulating the Blackhawks Athletic Club Under 12 Football
Team on winning the 2025 American Youth Football 12U Division I National Championship

260542
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Thomas

Resolution recognizing and honoring the month of May as "Youth Mental Health Awareness
Month" in the City of Philadelphia to center the well-being of young Philadelphians and urging
for youth-led, trauma-informed investments in every neighborhood.

260543
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Landau

Resolution recognizing the month of May as Jewish American Heritage Month in the City of
Philadelphia.
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260544
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember O'Rourke

Resolution recognizing and celebrating Ben Fletcher - Philadelphia’s revolutionary labor leader
- and honoring Local 8, the 1913 Longshoremen's Strike, and the city’s Black-led tradition of
multiracial solidarity in the fight for dignity and respect at work and in our communities.

260547
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Driscoll

Resolution recognizing May 2026 as Brain Tumor Awareness Month, raising awareness of the
impact of brain tumors on individuals, families, and communities, and promoting education,
research, and support for those affected.

260549
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Ahmad

Resolution recognizing May 2026 as American Stroke Month in Philadelphia

260550
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Ahmad

Resolution recognizing May 2026 as National Tennis Month

260551
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Ahmad

Resolution recognizing May 2026 as Mental Health Awareness Month in the City of
Philadelphia.

260552
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Ahmad

Resolution authorizing the Committee on Commerce and Economic Development to hold
public hearings on the process of starting a microbusiness or pop-up shop in Philadelphia, and
on how the City can streamline that process so more microbusinesses grow into small
businesses.
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