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COUNCI LMAN JONES: This is
the Commttee on Public Safety to
review t he Kensi ngton Marshall Pl an

M. dass, will you read the
title of the resolution.

THE CLERK: Yes,

M. Chairman.

Resol uti on No. 230120,
aut horizing the Gty Counci
Comm ttee on Public Safety to hold
public hearings to exam ne the
open-drug market and other barriers
to clean, safe and crine-free streets
I n Kensi ngt on.

And Resol ution No. 230121,
calling for the establishnment of a
mar shal | stabilization and recovery
plan to conduct issues facing
Kensi ngton and the surroundi ng areas
of Phi |l adel phi a.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you.
| note for the record we have a
guorum represented by Menber Lozada,

Menber Vaughn, Menber Harrity, Menber
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Driscoll and Menber Johnson.

Before we get started in
hearing testinony, 1'd like to
recogni ze the author of this
resol uti on, Menber Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Good
evening. Thank you all for joining
us tonight. 1'd like to begin first
by thanking Principal Erica Geen and
the entire Conwell famly for opening
the doors to your school for us to
conme together this evening to have
this incredibly inportant
conver sati on.

For decades the Kensington
comunity has faced an ongoing health
crisis along with the loss of this
nei ghbor hood identity. Every single
day residents of Kensington face the
daily quality-of-life issues as
hundr eds of honel ess individual s have
occupi ed the nei ghborhood i n what has
beconme a public health enmergency due
to the open-air consunption of

opi oids, |eading to thousands of
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thefts in this very sane conmunity
where we are here today fueled by a
toxic illegal drug (inaudible).

This crisis is devastating
and it is one that has taken a
devastating toll on those famlies
who have | oved ones who are | ost
battling addiction along with
residents of this comunity who want
sol uti ons.

Since arriving on Council in
Novenber of 2022, | have been worKki ng
closely wwth several community-based
organi zations here in Kensington and
the Commttee on Public Safety and ny
col |l eagues to create a plan that
woul d help us find solutions to this
shared chal | enge, which we believe
will not only save lives but finally
address and i nprove the quality of
life in this community and across our
Cty.

There are billions of dollars
I n services being poured into this

community every day. But as a
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comunity and as a district, we can't
see them This hearing is an
opportunity to hear fromthose who
provi de services and to hear from our
community directly on how the
on-t he-ground services inpact their
everyday |ives.

It will also provide this
Committee with the ability to
eval uate and determ ne what services
overl ap, who's receiving the
services, how the data is collected
as well as how the services are
measured, what is working and what is
not. As a governnent, we wll set
priorities for the year ahead to
di srupt and dismantle the trafficking
of opioids, including illegal
fentanyl and trang and expand access
to public strategies for everyone who
needs them W are here to |isten.
W don't have the answers, but we are
here to work together with the
residents to find concrete

resol uti ons.
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I"d like to thank Chairman
Curtis Jones for allowing us to have
this inportant discussion, and | | ook
forward to today's testinony. Thank
you.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Next we
wll hear from Menber Harrity who is
a proud resident of Kensington.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Hel | o,
everyone. How are you doing. As
Counci | man Jones said, | ama proud
resi dent of Kensington. Just so we
have everybody on the sane page here,
this is for us to get questions and
answers. This is for us to cone to
you and see how you believe your
nei ghbor hood needs to be changed and
what effects this is having on you.

And as a resident here, | can
tell you we're all fully aware of
what's going on in this neighborhood.
This is not a session to place bl ane.
This is not to call anybody out.

This here is to get to the bottom of

what we believe we can change and
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what we believe has to change. For
me it's all about the kids in this

nei ghborhood. | live here. | talk
to these kids.

They're good kids. They're
not asking for anything extra.
They're just asking for the sane as
ot her communities have, and that's to
be able to go to school w thout
seei ng what they have to see on a
dai |y basis wal ki ng through our
nei ghborhoods. So I'mhere to get to
the bottomof this, to cone up with
sone results that we can actually
I npl ement to nmake sone significant
changes here in our conmunity.

You know, drugs are just one
thing in this comunity. W're
| osi ng everything that nade us a
community. W have no stores |eft.
We have buses being cancel ed.
Everybody here who has to ride the E
| feel for you because that's a whole
ot her thing together. So please just

bear with each other so we can | earn
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what you want, not what we want, not
what the elected officials want, but
what you want for your conmunity
because this is where we live. So

t hank you.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: And we
have anot her resident of Kensington.
Menber Vaughn.

COUNCI LWOVAN VAUGHN:  Good
evening. Hello. Can you all hear ne
on this?

(Yes.)

COUNCI LWOVAN VAUGHN:  Good
eveni ng, everyone. Wat a great show
of the community. |'mso excited to
see so many people here to give us
f eedback on what's happening in our
area. As you all know, three of us
are in Council now. W live in the
7th Councilmanic District and we are
here to hear your issues, to hear the
probl ens so that we can begin to
strategi ze and work on ways to nake
this a better place to |ive.

Thank you all for being here.
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Pl ease the next tine tell your
nei ghbors so that this room can be
packed and we can begin the healing
process that is necessary to deal
Wi th what's been happening in this
community for so many years. W | ook
forward to starting the process.
Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
Menber Vaughn.

I will now recogni ze Menber
Kenyatta Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you, M. Chairman.

"' m Counci | man Kenyatta
Johnson representing the 2nd
Council manic District here in support
of this hearing nost inportantly not
to only to listen to you, but nost
I nportantly to work together with
this Council body to make sure that
we nake it a priority to addressing
the issues that are inpacting
Kensi ngt on.

What i npacts the nei ghborhood
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of Kensington inpacts all of us here
in the Gty of Philadelphia and it's
about tinme that we all work together
collectively as a Gty and as a body
to address the issues. And so, |
want to thank our Chairman for
hosting this hearing but also
Counci | wman Quetcy Lozada to making
sure this is the nunber one priority
that she's addressing in Gty
Council. Thank you very nuch.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
Menber Johnson.

Menber Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Thank
you, M. Chairnman.

And t hank you, Counci | woman
Lozada, for this resolution. This is
a wonderful showi ng here. | see the
| eader shi p of the Phil adel phia Police
Departnment. M daily gratitude goes
out to you for everything you do to
make us safe and the chal |l enges you
have. Help is on the way.

Thi s budget we're going to
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get nore police. Everybody on this
stage -- well, Harrington and Vaughn
were not there, but |I'msure they
woul d have voted with us. But
everyone on this stage voted for 300
nore police officers. | know we're
having trouble recruiting, but help
IS on the way.

District Attorney Krasner,
t hanks for being here and
Comm ssi oner Deel ey and
Representative Gall agher. | just
want to let you know that | amnewto
City Council. | was a State
Representative for nmany years. | was
sworn in June 10, 2022. Every 10
years the Districts change.
Effective this year | wll be
representing the area fromthe river
al ong Al | egheny Avenue to K&A and
"Il make a right on Al egheny Avenue
and go all the way up to Nort heast
Phi | adel phia. So this is really
I nportant to ne.

I know ny col | eague
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Councilman Harrity lives here and |'m
here to listen, I'"'mhere to | earn and
" m here to support.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
Menber Driscoll.

Before we hear fromthe first
panel , Menber Lozada, Menber Harrity,
Menber Vaughn insisted that this
heari ng be done here today, not
downtown, not in Cty Hall, but right
up close and personal to the
Kensi ngt on people. Al you have to
do is ride around that avenue and
it'"ll touch your heart.

' ve wondered why every week
these two are so enotionally
hi gh-pitched, but all you have to do
Is to ride down that street and see
the tragedy that all of the people of
Kensi ngt on have to deal with every
single day. And the reason that
we're here is not just to show
support for our colleagues, but to

show support for you. And we're not
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going to allow this to continue, not
under our watch and we will task the
next Mayor to make sure that

Kensi ngt on has a marshall plan.

And we're going to fight and
we're going to stand with you guys
and be a part of your struggle,
because we're only six degrees of
separation, and I"'mgoing to close on
this. It's academc until it
touches -- it's sonebody else's
problemuntil it touches you.

And one of ny staffers lost a
kid to addiction down here, and we
were up and down that avenue | ooking
for her teenager daughter. And it
wi || change your |ife, change your
perspective to see how it inpacts a
not her, inpacts a father. The
child' s nother and father couldn't
agree on nuch, but they agreed they
had to go find her. And to deal with
that reality every day is sonething
that we have to change, and that's

why we're here.

LEXI TAS
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And it's not a one-tine hit
or quit. W're going to conme back
and we're going to nove this plan
until Kensington is safe. And until
Kensi ngton is safe, none of our
Districts are safe. And that's our
comm tnent to you.

M. dass, can you pl ease
read the first panel to testify.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: |
just want to be recogni zed as
present .

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Ckay. |'m
sorry. She's fromWst Philly and
she's here too. Jame Gauthier, who
has been passi onate about Kensington
t hroughout her stay here and
continues. She's here today as wel|.
She borders ny District, and we have
a secret addiction that spills out to
our Districts too. And if we don't
address it here, we will feel it
ever ywher e.

Wul d you |ike to speak?

COUNCI LWOVMAN GAUTHI ER: |

LEXI TAS
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just wanted to say good evening to
everyone. |'m Council nenber Jam e
Gauthier. | represent the 3rd
District, which is West and Sout hwest
Philly. I1'mgrateful to be here
tonight to listen to how this issue
IS inpacting the community. And
t hank you for taking tinme out of your
evening to be here wwth us. Thank
you.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
Menber .

M. dass, who do we have.

THE CLERK: M. Chairman,
before that may | recogni ze nenbers
fromthe Adm nistration and ot her
organi zations before the |istening
session for the record?

COUNCI LMAN JONES: | can't --

THE CLERK: Before we begin,
may | recogni ze nenbers fromthe
Adm ni stration and departnents before
we hear fromthe |istening session
for the record?

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Woul d you,

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




Committee on Public Safety
5/ 9/ 2023

16

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

pl ease?

THE CLERK: Yes,
M. Chairman.

Associ at e Superi nt endent
Evel yn Nunez and Associ ate
Superi ntendent Tonmas Hanna of the
School District of Philadel phia;
Judge Patrick Dugan, President Judge
of the Minicipal Court, First
Judicial District of Pennsylvani a;
Commi ssi oner Cheryl Bettigole,
Depart ment of Public Health;
Comm ssi oner Carlton WIIians,
Departnment of Streets; David
Hol | oman, Chief of Staff, Ofice of
Honmel ess Servi ces; Kei sha Hudson,
Chi ef Defender of the Defender
Associ ation of Phil adel phia; Wendy
Green-Harvey in representation from
t he Sout heastern Pennsyl vani a
Transportation Authority; Lisa
Deel ey, Chairwonman of the
Phi | adel phia Gty Comm ssioners;
Larry Krasner, District Attorney of

Phi | adel phia; Mary Hor st mann, Deputy

LEXI TAS
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Managi ng Director for Health and
Human Servi ces; Noel |l e Foi zen,
Director of the Opioid Response Unit;
Dani el |l e Qutl aw, Conm ssi oner of the
Phi | adel phia Police Departnment; Tom
Conway, Director of CLIP; and Ral ph
D Pietro, Conm ssioner of the
Depart nent of Licenses & Inspections.
COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you.
Wel |l represented by the
Adm ni stration.
| note for the record that
Councilman Squilla is here. Wuld
you like to be recognized, sir?
COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you, M. Chair. |Is that on?
COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Yes.
COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: | really
appreciate having the hearing in the
communi ty today. Thank you to
Counci | renber Lozada and everybody
for bringing it to the community.
It's so inportant to be here where
t he people are dealing day-in and

day-out with the challenges that they

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




Committee on Public Safety
5/ 9/ 2023

18

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

are facing.

It's inportant for us as
el ected officials to cone to the
comunity and see and not just hear
what those concerns are. And |
real ly appreciate the opportunity to
listen today, to hopefully work on
solutions and find ways that we coul d
address the main concerns of the
comunity and nmake sure their voice
Is heard and carry that voice on
t hrough the Adm nistration. Thank
you.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
Menber Squil | a.

M. d ass.

THE CLERK: Yes,
M. Chairman.

Qur first panel to testify is
Principal Erica Geen of Conwel |l
M ddl e School, Principal D ana Garcia
of Wllard Elenentary School, Jam | ah
Hanni bal , parent for student at
WIllard El enentary School and a

student at WIllard El enentary School .

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




Committee on Public Safety
5/ 9/ 2023

19

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Wl cone.
Pl ease cone forth and state your nane
for the record and pl ease begin your
t esti nony.

THE CLERK: Step forward to
the two desks in the front and the
m crophone. And our first speaker
will be Principal Erica Geen.

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Wl cone.

M5. GREEN. (Good eveni ng.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Good
eveni ng.

M5. GREEN. (Good evening to
Counci | menber Lozada of the 17th
District, Council menber and Chairman
Majority Leader of the 4th Curtis
Jones, Jr., all other nenbers of the
panel and Council nenbers this
eveni ng, comrunity nenbers, parents
of Conwell M ddle Magnet School,

Wl lard School, Elkin, doria
Casarez, Mastbaum ny fell ow

col | eagues and the School District of

LEXI TAS
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Phi | adel phi a, ny nei ghbors and
friends in our comunity, our School
District officials along with
District Attorney Krasner, the

Phi | adel phia Police, 24th District as
wel | as our Comm ssioner Qutlaw. On
behal f of Russell H. Conwell M ddle
Magnet School, | would like to

wel cone all of you to the Public
Safety Conmttee hearing and share a
brief history about our school and
Its | egacy.

Conwel | was the first mddle
school in the Gty naned after
founder of Tenple University, who
bel i eved that we did not have to | ook
far. Your dianonds are not in a far
di stance in the nountains, they are
I n your own backyard. | agree. CQur
students are gens with so nuch
potential despite the Kensington
nei ghbor hood where the school is
| ocated in an open-air drug market.

The students here are bright,

intelligent, conpassionate and is

LEXI TAS
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fostered by a loving conmtted team
of educators. Conwell M ddle Magnet
School has been synonynous with
produci ng excellent, stellar
students. A few notable alumi,
Trang Do, CBS news correspondent;
Zyaire Franklin, |inebacker for the
I ndi anapolis Colts; Derek G een who
was recently running for Myor,
former City Council nenber; Dr. Robin
Cooper, CASA President. They're just
a few of the leaders in Philly and
beyond and they continue to show
their support to our young people
with their tine, their talents and
their resources.

Qur conmunity partners have
been val uable with the ongoing
support over the years wth
Counci | woman Mari a Qui nones- Sanchez,
Captain now Detective Rosario of the
24t h, currently Captain Bullick of
t he 24th, Town Watch, TWS,

I ntegrated Services; Afterschool Al

Stars, the Pennsylvani a Ball et
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organi zations and nore recently
ODAAT. However, | would be remss if
| did not highlight the serious
public health and safety concerns of
our nei ghbor hood.

Since 2011 | have observed
t he nei ghborhood decline as a result
of the crinme, the drugs that have
infiltrated the i nmedi ate areas
surroundi ng the school. There have
been al arm ng i ncreases of people
suffering with addiction, |ingering
in the faculty parking | ot across the
street fromthe school, setting up
encanpnents, loitering on the front
steps of the school, setting up
resi dence underneath the school yard
steps, urinating, defecating, eating,
drinki ng, sleeping, shooting up,
participating in lewd acts in public,
setting things on fire, |eaving drug
par aphernalia, blood and, yes,
overdosi ng on the school property,
the front steps and the perineter.

There are individuals who

LEXI TAS
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1 sell illegal drugs. They have noved
2 cl oser to the school at Jasper and
3 Clenentine Streets. There was a
4 deadly shooting in early October |ess
5 than two bl ocks away from our school
6 on Wshart Street. The school was
7 pl aced on | ockdown. There was a
8 second occurrence since that one at
9 the start of the school year, and
10 that was a shooting on or around
11 Sept enber 28t h.
12 This is an extrene safety and
13 public health issue for the school,
14 our school team our students and our
15 Conwel | community. Last student --
16 | ast spring, excuse ne, a student ran
17 to school as a gunfight erupted. The
18 summer of 2021 | was threatened by an
19 unknown nale with a knife in front of
20 the school. Conwell, which was
21 thriving, with over 800 students has
22 now decreased to 180 students. W
23 occupy two buil dings, the Annex which
24 Is two and a half bl ocks away. Now,
25 we're all housed in one building.

LEXI TAS
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This is a direct correlation
to the drugs and the violence in our
community. Often the school office
receives calls fromconcerned parents
that are rescinding their
appl i cations or requesting a transfer
because of the recent events of crine
I n our nei ghborhood that has caused
the parent or the student distress,
to becone nervous or scared.

Oten famlies just don't
want to be subjected to w tnessing
and traveling through prostitution,
drug use, FBI raids or gunfire,

Thus, they opt for other schools just
on that basis. Qur staff are
resilient and patient, and we have
endured the harsh realities of the
nei ghbor hood as wel | .

The Kensington community is
nore than an open-air drug market.
There are | awabiding citizens here,
chil dren, young people who attend
school, who worship at church, they

are busi ness owners, they are

LEXI TAS
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famlies, and they have call ed
Kensi ngt on honme for generations.

There is a fear. There is
danger and trauma as a result of
everything that | have previously
shared. Parents, students,
nei ghbors, business owners are
coexisting in an environment with
peopl e who have taken over and seized
their comunity and their sidewal ks.
W are often left to walk in the
street to get fromone destination to
t he next.

The streets are strewn with
trash, nounds of debris, |uggage,
mattresses, human feces and drug
par aphernalia. There is nowhere that
this would be acceptable in the City
of Phil adel phia, and it should not be
acceptabl e here. The | aw essness,

vi ol ence and crinme has to stop and
there has to be accountability. This
may not be the hone of folks
struggling with addiction or selling

drugs. However, it is our hone, the
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1 home of many. And again, | say that
2 Kensi ngton is nore, so nuch nore than
3 an open-air drug market.
4 Just | ast week | read an
5 article where an alleged crim nal
6 provided an alibi stating that he
7 could not have conmmtted a crine in
8 anot her part of the Gty because he
9 was i n Kensington selling drugs.
10 Ww. Qur school community has found
11 over the last two nonths, rifles,
12 weapons, shell casings that have been
13 |l eft on the rear corner of the
14 school yard. Neighbors are living in
15 fear. Yet they continue to have
16 pride in their conmunity.
17 | inplore you to continue to
18 work with established partnerships to
19 make a change in our Kensington
20 community. Qur young people are
21 val uable. They deserve the best.
22 They are to be protected and they
23 have the inherent right to maintain
24 their innocence and optimsmfor the
25 future.
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In the words of a worman |
admre, Dr. Constance O ayton, "W
have to do what is right, just and
fair for the kids." It is inperative
that we restore calmand normalcy to
t hi s nei ghbor hood. Pl ease consi der
this a formal invitation to visit our
school at any tinme. This wll
provide you with the sense of
chal | enges we face, but nore so an
opportunity to neet the tal ented,
resilient and commtted community and
see the vibrant students.

| look forward to worKking
with all of you. Together | know we
can build equity and probl em sol ve
this very unique situation in our
Kensi ngton community. Thank you for
listening this evening. |'mErica
G een, proud principal and community
nmenber i n Kensington.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
so much for your testinony, but nore
I nportantly for your resilience and

fighting for our children and thank
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1 you for that. |[|'ve heard a |ot of
2 testinony in ny tinme. None nore
3 heartfelt than that. Thank you.
4 Any questions fromthe
5 Committee or we're going to nove to
6 the last -- go ahead.
7 COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: | don't
8 have a question, just a statenment. |
9 just want to say thank you. Thank
10 you because what you do here is
11 needed. | don't know where these
12 kids would be if they didn't have
13 peopl e Ii ke you sticking up for them
14 So pl ease take ny heartfelt thank
15 you.
16 COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you.
17 Any ot her questions?
18 (No response.)
19 COUNCI LMAN JONES: M. d ass.
20 THE CLERK: M. Chairman, our
21 next witness is D ana Garci a,
22 principal of Wllard El enmentary
23 School .
24 COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Good
25 af t er noon.
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1 M5. GARCIA: Is it on?

2 COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Check her

3 mc

4 M5. GARCIA: [Is it on now?

5 (Yes.)

6 M5. GARCI A: (Good afternoon

7 to all the Council menbers, the

8 Phi | adel phia | aw enf or cenent

9 communi ty here tonight, the School

10 District of Philadel phia community

11 that is present, concerned citizens,

12 nei ghbors and friends. M nane is

13 Diane Garcia. | amthe proud

14 principal of the Wllard El enentary

15 School, which is the nei ghboring

16 school to Conwell. W are across the

17 street.

18 And I'd like to tal k basics

19 wth you today. |t sounds pretty

20 sinple, right, basics. However, that

21 word basic is very inportant. 1'd to

22 li ke to start by saying basic human

23 rights -- is this better?

24 (Yes.)

25 M5. GARCIA: [|'d like to say
LEXI TAS
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1 that | feel like basic human rights
2 are being denied. | feel |like on the
3 one hand, |ike Council man Jones sai d,
4 when you wal k or drive through this
5 nei ghbor hood, you know it's going to
6 be bad, right. So we have on the one
7 hand what seens to be thousands of
8 sick individuals. They're sick.
9 They have addiction, right. And al
10 that comes wwth it. W know what it
11 I'S.
12 And we have fecal matter that
13 our students have to wal k through to
14 get to school. The folks that are
15 addi cts are dipping, which is a new
16 termfor nme. | didn't know what that
17 meant, but dipping. W have
18 I ndi vidual s that are openly injecting
19 thensel ves all tinmes of day. It
20 doesn't matter that school is in
21 session. It doesn't matter that
22 school is dism ssing.
23 So as a result of that,
24 there's crine, there's shootings,
25 right. There's drug sales, and nore
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recently there's been anmmunition
sales, right. That's a new
phenonmenon that's happening here. On
the other side, like ny coll eague we
have these amazing children that
attend our school s.

They are the bravest and the
strongest people that | know. They
are smart. They're intelligent and
they cone to school against all odds.
But when we tal k about basic, you
know, there has to be sone basic
things that are in place that allow
themto cone to school and really
| earn. We know that. Research tells
us that. So again, that is why |
feel |ike basic needs, basic rights
are bei ng deni ed.

The inplications for the here
and now are real. W have these kids
and they conme to school against all
odds, but this is affecting them and
we can't continue to act like it
doesn't, right. Qur students, |ike

Princi pal Geen said, they're
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resilient, they're intelligent, but
they' re al so human beings, right.
They have to endure a lot just get to
our doors.

So what happens is we as
school | eaders we do whatever we can
and we do anything and everything so
t hat when they cone through our
doors, they feel safe, they feel
| oved, they feel acknow edged, they
feel appreciated. However, we can't
escape our reality, right.

As an adult, like Principal
G een, we have endured and we have
seen things that are horrendous. The
sad part is that this has been
normal i zed for our students. It is
normal for themto have to wal k
t hrough fecal matter to get to
school. It is normal for themto see
folks that are strung out in the
streets. Wen they hear a shooti ng,
they don't even react anynore.

That's the inplications of the here

and now are real and they're

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




Committee on Public Safety 33

5/ 9/ 2023
1 everl asti ng.
2 So | think that -- 1'd like
3 to say that we need this Gty to
4 stand up for our kids. Qur kids are
5 the future, right. That's nothing
6 new. W need chanpions for our
7 students. And | think that you guys,
8 the | eadership of the Cty, is in the
9 right position to make real change
10 for Kensington.
11 | love Council man Jones when
12 you said that this is it, we are
13 going to do this and we are not goi ng
14 to stand for this any longer. That
15 gi ves ne hope. That gives ne hope.
16 So we need to make this comunity a
17 heal thy community. | hope that this
18 community is not being allowed to
19 I npl ode at the cost of thousands of
20 lives. Let's go back to basics.
21 COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
22 for your testinony.
23 M5. HANNI BAL: Hello. M
24 name is Jamlah Hannibal. | wote
25 something frommny point of view as a
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(i naudi bl e) and a forner student.
|'ve attended and graduated from
Wllard Elementary in a nentally
gifted programbefore it was changed
into an apartnent building that | do
not qualify to live in.

| have attended and graduated
from Conwel | M ddl e Magnet School
when it was second to Masterman, and
now becane a bl ack-gated eyesore. |
have attended and graduated from
Kensi ngt on Hi gh School of
I nternational Business in which |
hel p break down into a small school
as a student activist as a part of
Youth United for Change, also while
attendi ng a coll ege prepatory program
by the nanme of Upperbound at Tenpl e
Uni versity.

| have attended Penn State
Abi ngton for psychol ogy. And as |
sat in one of ny last |ectures, |
realized it wasn't for nme. So on one
of the |last Saturdays when | was able

to get ny hair braided at Fatou's
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African Braiding Shop, find sonething
vintage at the Village Thrift Store,
get nmy nails done at Janet Nail's

Sal on and have a nice sitdown
breakfast at Kool ae Di nner and often
times pick up ny nom s nedicine from
Wal greens, | never realized it would
be ny | ast.

Because busi ness and
entrepreneurshi p was al ways sonet hi ng
that interested ne and having a
busi ness on Kensi ngton Avenue, t hat
hel ped kids |ike ne and famlies |ike
m ne becone ny ultimate dream So |
applied and recei ved ny conmerci al
activities license. In 2014 | got to
wor k.

| started to (inaudible)
nmysel f by attending and conpl eting
the Mount Airy CDC Smal| Busi nesses
Expo, the Phil adel phia (inaudible)
Program al ongsi de wth Community
Col | ege, town hall neetings, | have
verification and confirmation of a

certification for COVID 19

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




Committee on Public Safety
5/ 9/ 2023

36

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

contribution and various first-tine
buyer (i naudible).

As | was preparing to uplift
my conmmunity and begin nmy journey to
create generational wealth for ny
famly, | had no idea that the
Kensi ngt on Busi ness Associ ati on would
becone what it has, an inordinate
opportunity of prom se of illegal
drugs, blatant displays of |ow
expectations of life, basically a
danger ous wasting occupi ed by
hal f - dead addi cts and non-operati onal
storefronts. No nore cultural sumrer
canps |ike (inaudible), no nore
comunity block parties and public
di spl ays of celebration, and the
cancel l ation of the sunmer | unch
program Three main things that
cl osing even small er space for kids
to go and show and expand their
abilities and positive productivity.

| can't stop asking questions
li ke after 14 years-plus of

deterioration how do we rebuild a
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community of what was once
establi shed with the basics of
safety, neighborly |ove and
mul ti-cul tural progression. How does
regentrification continue to happen
wi t hout rejuvenation of the
decrepitability of sick human
statues. How does a mllion dollar
bl ack mar ket drug busi ness take over
t he once prom nent Kensi ngton
Busi ness Associ ation and solidified
| ocati on and actual storefronts that
once served this community.

Way is ny chil dhood honme not
good enough to raise ny children.
How did it get to this point. Were
as an alummi of this great school and
once great nei ghborhood, | stand here
years later for the first tine to
di scuss this topic and the obvi ous
reality. YouTube creators and soci al
nmedi a i nfl uencers create open
invitation videos and call it
awar eness. But the positive forward-

novi ng i nfluencers who can really
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create change and help |i ke M Beast
woul d never set foot here.

| have no solutions or plans.
But what | do have is a body that
won't stop noving and a mnd that
won't quit. Please help.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
for your testinony.

M. d ass.

THE CLERK: M. Chairman,
that is our last witness for this
panel .

Chair recogni zes Menber
Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Chair
recogni zes Menber Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you, Principal Geen and Princi pal
Garcia. And thank you, M. Hanni bal,
for your testinony.

But for Principal Geen and
Principal Garcia, can you give ne an
| dea of the type of trauma support
services that your school offers for

our young people as well as the type
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of support systemthat you would |ike
to see around trauma support for our
young peopl e in your individual
school s?

M5. GREEN: Thank you for
that question. | would say here at
Conwel | we don't have any specific
trauma support. So | do have the
support of the 24th District,

Mer akey, the ODAAT program So those
things are really aligned nore with
safety. So could we use support for
young people that are dealing with
trauma, definitely.

W are trying -- we have sone
materials, so we're trying to design
a cal mng roomfor our young peopl e,
but of course that requires funding.
And so, with the cal mng roomthat we
have in mnd it would be therapeutic
supports such as maybe having a pl ant
or having sone goldfish. It seens
pretty basic. Sone therapeutic
spi nners or having nedicine balls for

the young people to sit on. And it
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woul d be a tinme where they could ebb
and flowinto the space as needed.
So again, that all conmes down to
noney.

So with nme having a very
smal | school, that nmeans that there's
been a dearth of funding with the
School District budget for us. So as
aresult, I need to just nake sure |
have in place enough teachers and
staff nenbers. So do we need
addi ti onal somatic trauma, somatic
support in place for our young
peopl e? W definitely do.

We do have one schoo
counsel or here on site. W do work
with the School District of
Phi | adel phi a where they provide
support if needed to cone in, but we
don't have anything in place right
now. Now, | know Principal Garcia
had a situation earlier in the year
so she m ght have sone additi onal
prevention and intervention supports

because she has Kto 4 there.
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M5. GARCIA: So at the
Wl lard School, we do -- every
norning for half an hour we have a
comunity neeting, and that is the
time of the day where if students are
experiencing anything they need to
di scuss, they discuss that in their
cl asses wth teachers.

We al so partnered with COVHAR
to bring in services for population
of our students. W have started a
partnership with Lakeside and they
provi de the course called Neurol ogic.
And what we've decided to do at the
Wl lard School is really learn and
understand how the trauma affects the
brain. So we're doing brain-based
training with our teachers so that we
can di scuss and work through traunma
in a nore intelligent manner.

W're trying to change our
| anguage. We don't call students
bad. W don't do that anynore. But
we al so have a counselor. W did add

a second one for the upcom ng school
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year. So we have 5- to 9-year-olds,
so that | ooks different every day.
But what we intentionally do is we
give lots of |ove, we give lots of
hugs. We try to nake our students
feel safe and we try to understand
t hem

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you. And | know we're getting ready
to go into the next panel. | just
want to dig a little deeper because
sonet hing that you nentioned is
tugging at ny heart when you tal k
about how our children have vi ewed
the actions in this neighborhood as
the norm which is totally
unaccept abl e because it's abnornal,
right, for children, babies, to
actually go to and from school in an
environnent that isn't really
conduci ve to them becomng really
productive nenbers of society unless
t hey have the type of support needed
wi thin that school environnment which

they're going to spend the ngjority
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1 of their day at.
2 And so, | wanted to do a
3 deeper dive fromthat aspect to see
4 have you seen changes in sone of the
5 students based upon what they
6 W t nessed i nside the nei ghborhood
7 going to and from school? And to be
8 quite frank, also sonetinmes it can be
9 wi thin the household, right. Can you
10 give ne a couple of exanples in terns
11 of that?
12 M5. GARCIA: So we have
13 students that we are aware of the
14 chal | enges that they face in their
15 honmes, so we put things in place for
16 those students that we're aware of,
17 right. W also offer a sensory room
18 at our school, which is a small room
19 that has things that are tactile.
20 That hel ps cal mthem down.
21 We have a tranpoline in that
22 room That hel ps cal mthem down.
23 But | think that the bigger danger is
24 how do we deal with the students that
25 we don't know have the traumatic
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experiences. W hear all the tine,
you know, we |ost a parent, we |lost a
sibling, there was a big raid. W
hear all of that and we try to do
t hose students on an individual basis
and tailor sonething for them But
agai n, the danger is not know ng,
right. And if sonething happened
that night, if that child wants to
share it -- sonetinmes we find out
t hat sonet hi ng happened because of
their behavior. And taking the tine
to sort of peel back the |ayers of
that onion, then we get to the root
of it.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you very rmuch.

M5. GARCIA: You're wel cone.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
Menber Johnson. | think that
guestion was extrenely inportant for
t he purpose of these hearings. W
don't want to just be expert
articulators of the problem W want

to recommend sol uti ons on what Menber
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Johnson tal ked about .

W spend a | ot of nobney on
CUAS, Community Unbrella
Organi zations. W spend a | ot of
noney on the School District. |If a
school ever deserved that kind of
service, they should have it. And
so, it begs the question if not, why
not. And so, as we nake these notes,
we're going to go back to these
departnents and say, what is a part
of your Kensington pl an.

And so, thank you for that,
Menber Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Menber
Vaughn -- Menber Gauthier.

Chair recogni zes Menber
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: |
wanted to follow up on Counci |l nenber
Johnson's |ine of questioning. But I
want ed to ask about your overal

services. You described the
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conditions that your kids have to
wal k through and deal with on a daily
basis, whether it be trash or human
wast e and things that you just don't
want for our young people or anyone.

And so, | wanted to ask you
all have you seen an increase in
services fromthe District and from
the City as you've been trying to
weat her all of these circunstances
here in Kensington? And | also
wanted to ask if you could |ist the
top two of what you would want to see
the change in ternms of support to
your schools and to your business in
t he next six nonths, what woul d that
top two be for all of you?

M5. GARCIA: So to answer the
first part of your question, | think
that the District is recognizing and
trying to put things in place to
support our schools. So one of the
things that | nentioned earlier is
that we are getting a second

counsel or, which is super helpful. |
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think that starts to help and starts
to help us identify students and it
starts to help us put a plan in

pl ace.

One of the things that | am
very proud of at Wllard is we try
very hard to get as many experiences
as we can knowi ng that our kids can't
go out and play, they can't roamthe
streets |like we used to do back in
the day, so partnerships are crucial.
Partnerships -- we at Wllard
partnered with the DEA for a dance
progr am

We partnered with
Phi | adel phia Ballet. W partnered
wth -- went to the gane, soccer and
basebal |l clubs. W partnered with so
many people to bring experiences to
our building. So to answer the
second part of your question, we need
areas where our kids can experience
things in a safe way. W need our
kids to be able to walk to school and

have corridors clean and safe for
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t hem

I think that every buil ding
Is alittle different, right, so |
can't answer that globally. But for
Wllard we work really hard to bring
experiences to our kids so they can
have those experiences. But we can
control what's in our doors. W
can't control what's beyond our
doors. And what happens and those
experi ences beyond our doors are
I npactful to our Kkids.

So having a safe, clean route
to come to school w thout seeing
people, |'ve just seen things as an
adult that | never had thought 1'd
see and our kids see that as normal,
so that's really inpactful

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Thank
you so nmuch for that. And | would
| ove to hear fromyou as well. And
I"'mreally asking this question and
asking you to think not even just
about the School District. But if

you can have every City agency at
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your disposal and say give ne these
two things to i nprove the experience
of these kids over the next six

nont hs, what woul d that |ook Iike,
right?

It sounds like it would be
maybe the Streets Departnent clearing
the corridors to school so that each
kid can have an experience comng to
and from school that's better than
what it is and partners to hel p kids
have experiences, what would that be
for you?

M5. GREEN. Yeah. So | agree
that each school is really different.
And so, lots of tinmes you don't hear
things unless it's principals because
we are the CEGCs of our buildings and
we have teans and we're holding it
down. So usually you only hear from
me or folks fromthe School District
only hear fromnme when it's at that
poi nt where I'mlike, okay, | need
sone additional help because I'm

havi ng those enotional kind of com ng
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undone, if that makes sense.

W have to be extrenely
strong and you heard ne say resilient
for young people. And so, | cone in
early in the norning a ball of energy
because | know that's what they need.
And so, they often say, Ms. G een,
you're way too loud. | know and
that's okay.

| would say that |"'mreally
happy to see the Streets Departnent
I's cleaning consistently on Tuesday.
That makes a difference. That's
really inmportant for the neighbors
and our residents here as well as for
t he busi ness owners. However, the
fol ks that are struggling for
addiction can't be picked up at that
time, so we do need other |ocations
for themto get the help and the
services that they need. But it does
need to be bl ocks away fromthe
nei ghbor hood.

And of course we understand

that they need to be close to the
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drug, which is like their nedicine.
So | conpletely understand that. |
al so understand that fol ks that sel
illegal drugs, that's how they have
to provide for their famlies as
well. So | do have a clear
under st andi ng of the whol e picture,
al ways about preserving our young
peopl e.

So those things are really
kind of how | can see things. |
mean, | have a plan that | think
could work. But when you're talking
about ny school so, yes, like
Principal Garcia, we have |ots of
partnershi ps. But what | guess |
really need, which we don't have a
|l ot of, is that additional funding or
part nershi ps.

So |like, we have a school yard
where capital inprovenents, |'ve
requested for it to be level. So we
need to rein places that are right
here on the school property.

Principal Garciais a little nore
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i nsul ated, but |I'm sure she needs
sone things there. M/ young people

t hrough their STEAM cl asses here are
now desi gning a yard space, which
consi sts of a green space and gardens
and an opportunity to maybe grow
veget abl es.

But then they also had a
track teamso we had Philly Grls on
the Run, but they also ran in the
Penn Relays. W cane in 3rd place
for girls. So we m ssed our first
pl ace, but that's all good. Another
Philly m ddle school got it so that's
all well because they're all our
kids. So they were designing a pl ace
for track.

W have a flag football team
on Thursdays. |f anybody wants to
come out from2:30 to 4:00, we're
here, and that builds a | ot of
camaraderie. And | have parents who
also join us for that. And so,
that's a really nice feeling because

parents often aren't able to see
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1 their kids play or they don't really

2 want them at the playground for

3 what ever reason. So the school

4 becones everything that the young

5 peopl e need. And so, it needs to be

6 t hat saf ehaven for them where they

7 feel confortable, where the parents

8 feel confortable.

9 So, yes, there's a lot of

10 | deas that we have. But | give it

11 back to the voice of nmy mddle

12 school ers who are devel oping this

13 yard space, so partnerships |ike that

14 woul d make a difference because we do

15 have sone of the other partnerships

16 i ke what Principal Garcia nentioned,

17 but it always conmes down to just a

18 little extra funding.

19 COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Thank

20 you so much. And then from our

21 busi ness owner, have you seen

22 I ncreased services and if you could

23 have the top two over the next six

24 nont hs, what would that |ook Iike?

25 M5. HANNI BAL: | have seen
LEXI TAS
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the Streets Departnent cleaning up,
but then there are separate entities
t hat donate clothes and food to the
peopl e out there also. So as soon as
they clean it up, all the trash
consunmed during that day is back on
the street. Al those sane people
are back there |Iike she said.

| honestly do not know of any
sol uti ons because the change, it's
still mndboggling to ne. So |'m
just here as a vessel and I'mable to
do whatever | can, but that cones
along with progranms for ne to do that
and opportunities. So that's all |
know.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Ckay.
Thank you, M. Chair.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you.
Chair recogni zes Menber Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Thank
you, Chairnman.

| just want to say thank you
to you, the principals, because you

can choose to say | no |longer want to
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be here, but you choose to stay and
you choose to | ove our students. You
choose to |l ove our community. And
so, you're appreciated. Thank you so
much.

Thank you to you as a
busi ness owner because you can pick
anywhere else in the Gty to open up
your business, but you chose
Kensi ngt on and you chose to stay.

I f anybody is really
listening to these fol ks, what
they' re asking for are basic things.
They're very sinple things. They're
not things that are beyond our reach.
And so, let us start thinking about
aski ng the departnments how do we
provi de these resources, how do we
address these needs quickly and
understand the inpact that it wll
make on the lives of our children and
of these people who cone into our
community to provide themwth a
positive experience every day.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




Committee on Public Safety
5/ 9/ 2023

56

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Menber.

Wth that, are there any

ot her questions for this panel?
(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Seei ng
none, thank you so nuch for your
testinony. And we appreciate your
resilience.

M. d ass, the next panel.

THE CLERK: M. Chairman, our
second panel is Lisette Rivera,
Program Coordi nator for Strategic
Part nerships at Elkin El enentary
School .

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Pl ease
approach the witness table and state
your nane for the record, and pl ease
begi n your testinony.

(Wtness approached
Wtness table.)

M5. RIVERA: Good eveni ng.
My nane is Lisette Rivera and | have
lived on (inaudible) for alnost all
my life. Not only do | reside in

Kensi ngton, but I work within the
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1 nei ghbor hood. | renmenber grow ng up
2 and being able to walk to ny
3 el ementary school on ny own and
4 playing in the park with ny friends
5 Wi t hout worryi ng about being
6 attacked.
7 | renmenber sitting on ny
8 steps until dark talking to all ny
9 nei ghbors and eating sunfl ower seeds
10 with no worries. | now don't know
11 all my neighbors. | renenber playing
12 basketball in the park w thout
13 worrying about being shot. M
14 quality of life in my nei ghborhood
15 has shifted for the worst.
16 | cone outside ny house and
17 the first thing | see is people using
18 drugs in broad daylight in front of
19 my kids. Back in the day | renenber
20 t hese drug users hiding in places and
21 bei ng di screet but not anynore. M
22 ki ds witness drug users pooping on
23 the ground and sl eeping in parks, not
24 know ng if they are dead or alive,
25 i1l egal dunping of infested
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mattresses and hazardous things. CQur
| ocal stores barely have nerchandi se
due to | ooting.

My kids and | are not able to
conme outside without seeing a drug
user high as a kite, and we al ways
worry about where we step to be sure
we are not close to any needl es on
the ground. |It's so depressing to
cone outside and w tness sone type of
crinme scene, whether it's soneone
poki ng anot her person in the neck or
soneone bei ng beaten up or robbed.

My 3-year-old asks ne to go
to the park across the street fromny
house every day, and every day | have
to cone up with sone type of excuse
or alie. I|I'mforced to buy
el ectronics and attenpt to entertain
ny kids indoors because there's no
way | can let them go outside.

It's so overwhel mng to know
that this is the nei ghborhood ny kids
are being exposed to. There's no

roomto wal k on the sidewal k, forcing
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my kids to walk on the streets
because these drug users take up npst
of the sidewalk to sleep on and do
drugs. Not to nmention a nunber of
il1legal cars that are not registered
par ked on the sidewal k at an angl e,
bl ocki ng the sidewal k and making it
unsaf e.

Abandoned vehicles are being
used as shelter and parked for nonths
with no avail to 311 or 911.
Abandoned houses are being utilized
for drug use and squatters. Traffic
cones are being utilized to save
par ki ng space due to so many
unregi stered vehicles. The warm
weat her is the scariest. Everyone's
out si de enj oyi ng the weat her, and
those are the days that | worry about
t he nost.

When | shoul d be happy to
enj oy the warm weat her, instead |I'm
worried about an innocent person
getting shot and killed which happens

on a daily basis. W have the nost
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crime and | ask nyself why. Wy is
this happening in ny community and
nothing is being done. There's not a
day that goes by that a gunshot is
not heard in nmy house. There's not a
day that goes by that we don't see
our local library infested with drug
users, prostitutes and kingpins.

Organi zations cone out to
support their needs with cl ean
needl es and food, but there's no
solution for our kids or the people
who live with this eyesore. W can't
cone outside in the dark due to so
many crines happening. Famlies are
suffering from depression and nent al
heal t h i ssues.

They're worried sick every
time they get a call that their kid's
school is on | ockdown, forcing a
st anpede of angry, worried parents to
pick up their children. Famlies are
forced to go to shelters due to not
having their | ease renewed because

rent woul d not be affordable.
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Fam lies are suffering from
all types of abuse. Neighbors are
requesting Narcan to possibly save
soneone's life. It's ridiculous and
sonet hi ng nust be done. W need a
clear action plan to address our
comunity needs. W need your hel p.
When is it enough and how many deat hs
does it take.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
so nmuch for your testinony. W']
wait until the panel concludes and
then we'll ask questions.

State your nane pl ease.

THE CLERK: M. Chairnman,
believe that is the only wtness.

M5. RIVERA: Yes, | had a
parent and a student. But
unfortunately, they were unable to
attend.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Al right.
I think you represented themwell.

M5. RIVERA: Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: M. d ass,

next w tness.
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THE CLERK: M. Chair, that
is the final witness for this panel.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Ckay.
VWhat | wll say is what nmakes you
stay?

M5. RIVERA: So like I said,

this is ny community and | want to

change -- | want to fight for a
change. | just don't want to just

| eave |i ke everyone is doing. | get
letters in the mail, hey, we're

buyi ng your house for this much. |
don't want that. | want to be here.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: | heard
that. Al right.

M. Harrity, Menber.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Li sten,
| feel you.

M5. RIVERA: Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Li ke |
said, | live at G and Al egheny and
Wllard Street. \What you're dealing
with on a daily basis, |I am al so.
It's not right. | have seniors that

can't go to the corner store. Not to
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nmention once they get to the corner
store, there's nothing in it.

M5. RI VERA: Exactly.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  But we
are here now, and I"'mtelling you I'm
not going to rest until this
nei ghbor hood -- | noved here 16 years
ago. My famly, nmy wife and her
not her have been here 50 years. 16
years ago you could wal k around this
nei ghborhood. As a matter of fact,
10 years ago you coul d wal k around
t hi s nei ghborhood and you could go
shoppi ng and you could be in stores.
And |I'm not going to be satisfied or
happy until we are able to do that
agai n.

So | thank you for your
courage to get up here and speak
because | know it's not an easy thing
to do. Especially in our
nei ghbor hood, you never know what's
going to happen. [It's just crazy.
I"'ma Gty Councilman, and | have

come hone to this nei ghborhood every
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day. And every day on ny way hone |
pray to God, God, please |let nme get
honme, find a parking spot and get in
my house in safety. That's
ridiculous. Every day | do that.
I"'mtired of it. I'mwth you.

M5. RIVERA: Thank you so
much. | appreciate your tine.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:

M. Harrity, thank you

M. d ass.

THE CLERK: M. Chairman, our
third panel is Assistant Principal
Julio Nunez from Casarez El enentary
and four students from Casarez
El enentary as well are here to
testify.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Pl ease
cone up to the witness table. W're
glad to have you. W' re proud of
your resilience.

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)
COUNCI LMAN JONES: Al right.

Coul d you state your nane for the
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record and begin your testinony.

MR SMTH M nane is Devon
Smth. Good evening, Council person
Quetcy Lozada and Council person
Curtis Jones, Jr. Thank you for
organi zing this neeting on public
safety in Kensington. M nane is
Devon Smith. |'ma student in 5th
grade at Joria Casarez El enentary.

| have been attending this
school for six years. |'ve also been
very involved in hel ping inprove ny
comunity. | am known as a young
changenmeker to use ny voice to
advocate for a safer and cl eaner
nei ghbor hood and a better community
at school for all. That is why |I'm
here to share with you and the public
what it's like living in Kensington
and goi ng to school here.

| hope ny testinony hel ps
| nprove things for ny famly and al
of us who live and work here. Sone
peopl e who do not live in Kensington

may ask what is it |like living here,
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so l'"'mhere to tell you what it's
like living here for me. On a
regul ar day | see people on the
street selling, buying and using
drugs. That is sonething | see on ny
way to school, on ny way hone from
school and when | have to venture out
to the corner store to buy sonet hing.

There's so nmuch trash on ny
street | feel disgusted and sad to
say this is ny nei ghborhood. People
stand in front of stores all day
selling drugs with no consequence. |
know if | m sbehave at school | wll
get a consequence fromny teacher or,
or --

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Take your

MR SMTH -- or M. Nunez.
How do they not get in trouble. It's
not even safe for us to play outside
at all because you never know when
sonmeone will shoot a gun. M
guestions for you are how cone kids

i n Kensington don't have safe places
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to play like parks or safe streets to
walk to libraries? Are we not worth
it?

How can people walk to their
corner stores wi thout fear of getting
shot? Wiy is Kensington train
station so dirty? Wy is gun
vi ol ence or just violence so bad in
Kensi ngton? There are so many
guestions but no answers. M parents
tell me and ny sister all the tine
about how they grew up in Kensington,
and how back in the day it wasn't
perfect but it was cl eaner and safer.
Way can't ny generation experience
the sane? Thank you for your tine
and for allow ng me to speak.

| hope you can change t hings.
| also want to invite you to ny
school for Career Wek on May 22nd.
| hope you can visit.

M5. SOLANA: Good eveni ng,
Counci | nenber - -

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Good

eveni ng.
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M5. SOLANA: Good eveni ng,
Counci | menber Quetcy Lozada and
Counci | menber Curtis Jones, Jr. M
nanme is Jolene Solana. |'min the
5th grade, a student at doria
Casarez El enentary here in
Kensi ngton. | have been attendi ng
since 2nd grade along with ny younger
sister Wl hem na, who's in the 3rd
grade. | have lived in this area
with my nomand dad and three
siblings for the last four years.

|"mhere to share with you
and the community what ny experience
has been here. It is not good. For
exanple, ny siblings and | are
constantly exposed to secondhand
snoke because of plenty of people
snmoking in front of and around our
house. That's not all.

There are plenty of people
doi ng drugs on the street or while
sitting on our porch laying on our
couch. Sonetinmes we have to wake

themup and ask themto | eave. M
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dad deals with that every day. W
all have fear for our safety. One
time someone threw a beer bottle at
our front door and it broke all over
t he porch.

My parents are worried so
much for our safety that they noved
our bedroons fromthe front of the
house to the room facing the backyard
so that no bullet pierces through our
wi ndows. | walk to school with ny
little sister every day. On ny way
there, | find clusters of people we
have to wal k by qui ckly not maki ng
eye contact who snoke and curse in
front of us and who are definitely
not a good influence on children.

Sonetines | have to advise ny
sister to mnd her own business and
not to pay any attention to them
because we don't know if those people
have guns on them or how they're
going to react if we nmake eye contact
wth them or say anything about what

they're doing. Sonetinmes there's no
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crossing guards and | have to nake
sure | amresponsible for nyself and
ny little sister when crossing the
street. | worry about ny little
sister and | bei ng kidnapped. It
makes me feel very anxious.

| al so wi sh peopl e outside
Kensi ngt on know t hat my nei ghbor hood
could be fun sonetines. For exanple,
on Christnmas | ast year there was a
parade with floats and they were
gi ving everyone presents. Santa even
pi cked up one of the children and
brought themon top of the floats. |
al so want people to know how unsafe
the streets are, especially for
children |ike ne.

| have personally seen nany
car accidents that nmake ne in fear f
bei ng near the road. All of this is
not good for ny nental health. |
woul d |i ke the Mayor and City Counci
to ensure the rule of lawis enforced
so that children |ike ne can enjoy a

safe and healthy comunity. Thank
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1 you.
2 COUNCI LMAN JONES: | have to
3 catch ny breath. Your testinony was
4 amazi ng.
5 Pl ease conti nue.
6 MR. BENJAM N. Good afternoon
7 (i naudi ble) --
8 COUNCI LMAN JONES:  You have
9 to fix their mc. There we go.
10 MR. BENJAM N. (Good
11 af t ernoon, Counci |l peopl e and
12 audi ence. My nane is Donnie
13 Benjamn. |'malso a student at
14 doria Casarez. On G Street and
15 Ontario Street | have been living in
16 Kensi ngton for one year. M famly
17 and | used to live in New Jersey. |
18 live with two sisters, ny brothers
19 too and ny nom and ny dad.
20 My little brother Jal eel goes
21 to the school with ne. Were we used
22 to live in Northside, New Jersey |
23 remenber it was very clean and
24 peaceful, where it is very different.
25 VWhere | live in Westnorel and Street,
LEXI TAS
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It's scary that people do -- what
peopl e do around ne is scary. The
peopl e around ne and the substances
that they carry makes it scary.

| feel like they are very,
very sad. Maybe peopl e who sel
drugs think it's a good way to make
noney, but | don't. | don't feel
saf e because the drugs are avail able
to anybody, adults, young people and
children |like nme. That is not good.
| wi sh people who don't live in
Kensi ngt on knew there are people like
me and ny famly who just want to do
the right thing and do well in school
and work and live in a peaceful place
where there is no trash on the
streets and where children do not
have to see people injecting
t hensel ves or selling drugs. | wsh
nore peopl e cared about this
comunity because then the residents
i ke nmy parents and siblings woul d
feel safe and not feel like we're

trapped in our own house or held
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host age by the viol ence and the drugs
on the streets.

| would Iike to be an
entrepreneur. | |ove technol ogy and
| would Iike to |l earn as nuch as
possi bl e because I knowit's the
future and naybe sone of this can
hel p make mny nei ghbor hood safer.
Thank you for listening to ny
t esti nony.

MR. NUNEZ: Good eveni ng,

Counci | mrenbers. | do not have ny
testinony. | have ny students'
testinmony. I'mgoing to let that

speak for itself.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Let's give
them a round of applause for their
bravery, for their constrictions. W
need to let them know this is not
normal and it's not okay. W're here
and we're going to make a difference.
W're listening, we're witing, we're
maki ng our own notes to nmake
suggestions, so thank you for that

testi nony.
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Are there any questions? Onh,
Menber Squill a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you, M. Chair.

| just want to say when |
first cane, | wasn't going to say
anything and |I've been |istening
because we' ve been doing this for a
long tinme here. But hearing this
testinony today shows us we failed
the community. We failed the
community. We failed the young
people. W failed the teachers, the
parents, everybody. W're all the
bl ane.

This has been going on for a
| ong tinme and everybody's turning
their heads. W allow people to wal k
the streets, doing whatever they want
to do, engaging themand then letting
them continue that sanme path. W pay
nore attention to the people who are
unhoused in the comunity than the
people who live in the comunity. W

don't even help the people who are

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




Committee on Public Safety
5/ 9/ 2023

75

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

unhoused, but we engage them And if
they don't want the help, we let them
conti nue that.

We have failed. It's tinme to
do sonething about it. W got to
stop listening and start doing. Wen
you hear that it's traumatizing to
see this and think that it's okay,
It'"s not. W are elected to
represent the people of this
community. W can't throw people
away. W need to help the folks on
the street and get themoff the
street.

W need to help the people in
the community by getting themoff the
street and |let thembe able to live
in a community that's safe and cl ean
and |l et them go out and play and go
to the store. This would never
happen anywhere el se, and we're
turning a blind eye to it.

So | wasn't going to say
anything, but | have to. And we're

going to do everything we can to nmake
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sure we're just not cleaning up after
the problem Ceaning up after the
probl em doesn't fix the problem W
need to address the problem W need
to (inaudi ble) we engage them

They need hel p, and we don't
give themhelp by letting them decide
not to take help. So there needs to
be a consequence for them not taking
hel p, and we have to do that. W
have to change our policies. W've
been doing the sane thing for five
years. |t doesn't work. It's
getting worse. So it's tine to
change that and now (i naudi ble).
Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
Menber Squill a.

M5. SOLANA: M. Squilla, you
didn't fail us. It's just a new
option for a new opportunity.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you for that. | (inaudible) and you
t aught us sonet hing today because

every obstacl e and every chall enge
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gives us opportunity. And this is an
opportunity that can happen, and it's
up to us to do that. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  |'m gl ad
you said so. Thank you so nuch.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Li sten,
(i naudi bl e), you all hear ne tal k al
the tinme on Council about ny Kkids.
And you know I don't have any ki ds.
My kids are grown. Wen | say ny
kids, this is what |I'mtal king about.
This is why | care about them This
s what we have to fix.

The fact that they can speak
on this is not right. They should
know not hi ng about this. W are
robbi ng them of their childhood. And
time is -- as Councilman Squilla
said, it's tine for a change. Thank
you.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
so much. Thank you guys.

Menber Gaut hier.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:

want to first thank you all for being
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215-504- 4622




Committee on Public Safety 78
5/ 9/ 2023
1 here and sharing with us. It was so
2 power ful but al so heartbreaking, but
3 necessary. So thank you very nuch.
4 | wanted to know are we allowed to
5 ask questions to the Admin or --
6 COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Yes,
7 ma' am
8 COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
9 Sorry. | just wasn't sure if we were
10 allowed to ask questions to the
11 partners fromthe Adm nistrati on who
12 are here. | agree with Council nenber
13 Squilla that the changes need to be
14 (i naudi bl e), that they need to be
15 real. | also think that |I'm hearing
16 so many things voiced that are just
17 very, very basic things and it feels
18 enbarrassing to ne that we can't neet
19 sone of those things within the
20 short-term
21 So to hear the mddle schools
22 tal k about needing a calmng room
23 | i ke how much would that cost, right?
24 It's probably like a few thousand
25 dollars. | don't even know That's
LEXI TAS
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not a huge ticket item To hear the

young woman tal k about not having

crossi ng guards, why can't we have an

effort through Streets who manages
that effort now to get crossing
guards around these school s.

To hear sone of the children
tal k about the trash on the way to
school or using traffic cal mng,
know t hat sone of these issues are
very big or very deep, but | feel
| i ke we should cone out with a |ist
of very basic things that we are
going to do in the next couple of
nmont hs, right, because the kids
deserve it.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  So,

Menmber, you hit it right on the head.

The idea is to listen. Synpathy is
one thing. Enpathy is another. And
getting involved is a third. And
we're all changed by what we heard
today and we're not going back to
what we --

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
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1 M. Chair, | have a question. Sorry.
2 The question was, and | don't
3 know who's here from MDO, can we
4 develop that list? Can we devel op
5 the list of three nonths from today
6 and whatever tinme period this
7 Commttee wants to pick, these are
8 the short-termthings that we're
9 going to have happen in this area?
10 How hard is that to do?
11 COUNCI LMAN JONES: Who is
12 here fromthe MDO? Wuld you pl ease
13 cone up to the witness table.
14 M5. FOZEN. H . Good
15 afternoon. Noelle Foizen, the
16 Managing Director's Ofice, Drector
17 of the Opioid Response Unit. [|'ve
18 been collecting that |ist,
19 Counci | mrenber. And we wil|l
20 absol utely guarantee to cone back
21 wth a plan.
22 COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Oh,
23 you're fromthe NMDO?
24 M5. FO ZEN:. Yes.
25 COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
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(I naudi bl e) .

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER. W
can't hear you.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: The mic.

COUNCI LWOMAN GAUTHI ER: |
would |i ke to have as a deliverable
of this hearing too, in the very
short-term | think we should have a
list of very sinple things that we
are going to deliver to the
communi ty, and these are things that
the City can do pretty easily. W
just have to get it done.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: To your
poi nt, one of the things on the I|ist
has to be a safe corridor to this
school. That includes caneras, that
I ncl udes crossing guards, that
I ncl udes boots on the ground for the
police departnment so that they can
get safe passage to a school. And
that's the basic.

What you said is true,
not hi ng that they've asked for is

unr easonabl e. These are things that
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are their right. And we just need to

do alist. | saw fromthe Kensington

Busi ness Associ ation comment. W
have the Commerce Departnent here.

On ny way up here | couldn't hel p but

see that across in the park there was

an encanpnent with tents all the way
down the street.

And | couldn't help but
noti ce that every business that was
across fromthat encanmpnent was
closed. That is a direct result of
sone of the uni ntended consequences
that come with trying to hel p people
and then not havi ng consequences for
sone of the quality-of-life crines.

How do you run a business if you

can't keep inventory. It's just not
fair. Al right. [|I'moff ny
soapbox.

Menber Vaughn.

COUNCI LWOVAN VAUGHN:  |'d
just like to say, babies, we hear
you. And we are definitely here

because we want to nake a difference.
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You have people on this stage that
recogni ze, know that this problems
been going on for quite sone tine
because we |ive here al so.

So there's never been a tine
where you have had three
Counci | peopl e representi ng your area
of the Gty, and we nean what we say
and we say what we nean. And it's to
the point that Councilwoman Lozada
will tell you whenever she contacts
me and asks for sonething or support
for the area, |'m saying yes.

No matter who gets of fended,
who doesn't like it or what it takes,
| amfor you and you are guaranteed
changes are comng. A change is
com ng for your conmmunity because we
want you to know we care and we want
to you to feel safe. Now, | don't
know, |i ke one of ny coll eagues said,
I f we can get the policing. But if
not, we'll try to get the (inaudible)
because the police need to do a big

hiring as well.
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It's a | ot of shortages as a
result of the pandemi c that we all
suffered through. But with that
bei ng said, we can provide a common
goal. W can give you sone of the
things that you are asking for. And
understand that sonme of the nost
i nportant people in the Gty are in
this roomtonight listening to you
and we hear you. Please give us a
chance to nmake a difference.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
Menber Vaughn.

Thank you guys for your
testinony and your bravery. W
appreci ate you.

M. d ass.

THE CLERK: M. Chairman, our
next panel is Casey O Donnell, CEO of
| npact Services; Susan Post, CEO of
Esperanza Health Center; and Bryan
Bel knap, LEAP Advocate fromthe
McPher son Square Library.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you

so very nmuch. Please cone up to the
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w tness table. Have a seat.
(Wt nesses approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
for your patience. And state your
nanme and begi n your testinony.

MR. O DONNELL: You want ne
to start?

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Yes,
pl ease.

MR. O DONNELL: Casey
O Donnel |, Inpact Services. M

office is right up the street.

W've --

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Hold the
m c cl oser.

MR. O DONNELL: Casey
O Donnel I, I npact Services. M
office is right up the street. | am

not going to read ny testinony

toni ght because | think hearing from

the kids is the nost inportant thing.

| do have to say a couple of things.
One, we're sitting in the

back of the roomfeeling |ike we're
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getting gaslit. W've had this
conversation three tinmes a year for
the | ast seven years with nost of
this group of people. So I think,
one, we are at an inflection point,
right. W know m dway May there are
going to be changes, hopefully not
too many changes of peopl e that have
been supporters of this work and new
peopl e that have been doing this work
for a long tinme but maybe have never
hel d of fice.

I"monly here because
Counci | wman Lozada asked ne to be
here and read anot her testinony on
the sane subject. [|'mglad the
children were able to speak tonight.
| think froma sol ution-based
perspective | will read two
sentences, which are | can't stress
enough the need for trauma-inforned
and resident-driven plan for
Kensi ngt on.

| want all of you to consider

what you want for your own bl ock.
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Don't think about Kensington for a
mnute if you' re not from here.
Thi nk about what you want for your
own bl ock, your own famly and your
own comunity. Think about the
coll ective power that you posses as a
group to actualize that vision in
your own spaces, right. W need to
of fer that sanme power and infl uence
equally to all nei ghborhoods,
I ncl udi ng Kensi ngt on.
Af fl uent nei ghbor hoods can
make a phone call to solve the
probl ens on their blocks, and that
probl em gets handl ed for them
M ddl e cl ass people are enpowered to
deal with the bl ock thensel ves.
Nei ghbor hoods | i ke Kensi ngton are not
afforded that, right. Oher people
are maki ng decisions for this
solution. And the truth is the
solutions are already in this room
You have a lot of smart,
tal ented people on the stage. Look

at the | aw enforcenent brass that's
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In here. Kevin Bethel's stepped up,
right. He's been working on this,
t he school -to-prison pipeline. You
have talent in this room Al the
police brass work hard and we're
happy to have partnerships with MDO s
Ofice, DBH DS is here, the DA's
O fice who by the way has a brilliant
data | ab.

| don't know if any of you
are accessing the data that the DA
makes avail able. The police have a
data | ab. None of you are working
together. There's ideol ogical
gridlock in the Gty which actually
prevents progress. You're aware that
you have a si dewal k ordi nance, right,
that dictates what can happen in
public space, and you know that it's
not actually enforceable, right. But
It exists in the Cty code, and we' ve
all read it and we don't know why it
doesn't mean anything. So we've been
here before.

And so, let's take the
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opportunity on the 17th to reset,
figure out how all you guys are going
to work together and how we can get
the job done for you. W are here
wor ki ng i n the nei ghborhood every
day. | thought after my son was out
of diapers | wouldn't be cleaning up
human feces anynore, right, but I'm
doing that in my 50s.

| have four guys that just
cl ean up needles all day. That's
their full-tine job, right. W're
all here doing the work. W are here
to support you. W are here to work
for you, but you guys have to work
together to get it done. kay.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: \Weél | sai d.
I"'mgoing to push back a little bit.
I vouch for everybody on this stage
that this is not just talk, that nost
of the people are going to cone back
and we're going to hold the next
Mayor accountabl e and no | onger
I gnore this nei ghborhood. You can

take that to the bank. Thank you so

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




Committee on Public Safety
5/ 9/ 2023

90

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

much.

THE CLERK: M. Chairman, our
next witness is Susan Post, CEO of
Esperanza Health Center.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Wl cone.
Thank you for your patience. State
your nane for the record and begin
your testinony.

M5. POST: Thank you. |'m
Susan Post. |I'mthe CEO of Esperanza
Heal th Center (inaudible). Esperanza
has three health centers in North
Philly, and our largest is at
Kensi ngt on and Al |l egheny. W
recently opened our first wellness
center, the CORE, on the sanme bl ock
to provide health and wel | ness
services in Kensington, and |'m very
glad to be here tonight.

We're a bilingual faith-based
heal th center conpelled by Christian
faith serving al nost 10,000 people in
Kensi ngton. | believe we are one of
t he biggest investors in Kensington.

W' ve spent nore than $30 mllion on
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this one bl ock to provide high
quality health care and wel | ness
progr anm ng.

We noved to Kensington about
15 years ago. Qur goals are |ong-
termfor these guys, and we're hoping
to see nmany peopl e achi eve wel |l ness
In our community. We're |ooking for
the health that both those who are
suffering fromthe addiction of
opioids as well as for the residents
of the conmmunity who are experiencing
the trauma and health risks that this
brings to everyone.

In recent years a substance
use di sorder has noved t hroughout
Kensi ngton. |'ve been heartbroken to
encounter nothers who are just
wal ki ng around | ooking for their
adult children, have you seen ny boy,
can you help ne find ny daughter.
This is a space where famly tragedy
I ntercepts with social, nental health
and nedi cal needs of a community.

Fam | ies are devastated by
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the opioid epidemc, both those who
are addicted as well as those who
watch on the streets. These famlies
could be ny famly or your famly.

W can't hel p Kensington w thout
first considering the needs of the
addi cted (i naudi bl e) opioids.

W operate our health center
and encourage the Cty to engage in
comunity-driven public strategies to
I nprove the quality of life in
Kensi ngton and to address the opioid
crisis. As a local business, we're
devastated by the destruction and
vi ol ence around us. It's rough every
single day. Qur staff and
unfortunately our patients are faced
with the chall enges of being
physically present in a community
where the open market scene of
opi oi ds and narcotics has turned into
a disaster in ternms of safety and
because of gun vi ol ence.

At Esperanza we respond to

frequent overdoses on our sidewal k,
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sonetines nultiple times in the day.
And it's not really our
responsibility to do so on the

si dewal k, but we do it because
preserving life is our business. On
mul ti pl e occasi ons our enpl oyees have
been caught in crossfire within 100
feet of an active shooter in the
course of their workday.

Qur security peopl e now wear
bul | et proof vests. After one
shooting, a nedical assistant said
that she was torn between dropping to
the sidewal k to escape the bullets
and al so worryi ng about the danger of
the needles that were on the
si dewal k. And she does this because
she's choosing to serve here in
Kensington. And it isn't right that
that's what she's worried about
during her day. She's a healthcare
wor ker .

In the fall |1 was attending
an anti-vi ol ence eveni ng neeting at

Esperanza with many people in this
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roomand with the DA's Ofice as
gunfire broke out literally 10 yards
fromwhere | sat in the neeting. A
| oad of nore than 50 rounds was shot
endangeri ng everybody in our
communi ty neeting, and nore
I nportantly one nman was | eft dead on
the street right next to where we
nmet. And | felt a dilemma after
that. | wondered is it right for
patients to have to consider the
danger of traveling into a violent
comunity in order to see their
doctor. How do | respond to this.

| don't believe that we are
doi ng enough to Iimt the open-air
drug dealing. The nunber of people
living on the sidewal k continues to
grow and the |ack of sanitation is
absol utely overwhel m ng. The gun
viol ence resulting fromthe drug
trafficking is totally out of
control. W need to do nore and we
need to do it coll aboratively. This

is vital to the health of the entire
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Cty.

And so, from Esperanza's
perspective |'d like to request that
the Gty consider the follow ng
priorities: Nunber one, address the
enor nous safety concerns wth regard
to the gun violence, and that al
begi ns with stopping the selling of
the drugs here. To ne this is the
nost i nportant issue.

Secondly, increase the City's
capacity for inpatient rehab for
opi oid use disorder. Third, find
creative solutions for sheltering
I ndi vi dual s who are still using
substances so they can be brought off
the streets safely. Four, depl oy
addi ti onal outreach workers to serve
as bridges to rehab, energency
shel ters and ot her needed |inkages.
In many ways, this wll be
(i naudi bl e) for greater inpact than
addi ng nore police presence.

Fifth, inprove the sanitary

condi tions of our community, as this
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1 Is an urgent need and will go far in
2 I mprovi ng everyone's health. And
3 | astly, what | think would be best
4 for us is that the City would comm t
5 to creating a safe corridor for those
6 of us who are comng to the Esperanza
7 Health Center, that they m ght be
8 protected as they arrive at our
9 medi cal center and the well ness
10 center. This would help get help
11 into our community. Please do not
12 abandon us.
13 There are a good nunber of
14 amazi ng organi zati ons who |ike
15 Esperanza are putting thensel ves out
16 there to serve this inportant
17 community. And the residents, while
18 often rightfully angry, are engaged.
19 We need nore people fromthe Gty to
20 add to the solution. W can't do it
21 on our owmn. We need help. The City
22 must protect our safety and the
23 safety of the residents. Wat is
24 happeni ng now i s not okay.
25 The nmassive probl ens facing
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Kensi ngt on need a nmassi ve response.
There has to be relentless will from
the City that matches the will of the
residents to nake a change. All that
we and the nei ghbors want is no nore
and no | ess than any ot her

nei ghborhood in the Cty. Thank you
for listening.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you.
Vel | said.

M. d ass.

THE CLERK: M. Chairman, our
next witness is Bryan Bel knap, Youth
Advocate at the Mpherson Square
Li brary.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Wl cone.
State your nane for the record and
begi n your testinony.

MR. BELKNAP: Bryan Bel knap.
I'"'ma resident of Kensington and |
wor k at McPherson Square Library as
the LEAP Youth Advocate. Thank you,
Comm ttee, for holding this hearing.
|"mreading this statenent put

t oget her by nyself and Joel Nichols,
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(i naudi bl e) | eader of the North
Phi | adel phi a Nei ghbor hood Li brari es.

Qur statenent is not a full
list of our safety concerns for the
people of this conmmunity. W are
choosing to focus our observations
and concerns of our library staff for
the nental well-being of young people
grow ng up in Kensington. W know
Kensi ngton is consistently a | eader
I n gun viol ence and hom ci des.

Each person shot has a famly
and the trauma of these incidents
ri ppl es across our community. One
teen that works for the library
W t nessed his cousin bleed out on the
street after being shot. He
struggled to sleep for weeks
afterward and admtting to having
anxi ety nearly bei ng outdoors.

Anot her of our attendees was
hit by an autonobile as the driver
fled a shooting in the street.
Unfortunately, many of our children

have wi tnessed gun viol ence while

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




Committee on Public Safety
5/ 9/ 2023

99

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

famlies have been victins

t hensel ves. As staff, we work to

find these young peopl e supports. W

take classes and trainings on trauna-
i nformed practice. W seek out
resources in the City and community.
We partner with schools, conmunity
organi zations and City agencies to
expand support structures avail able
to young peopl e.

However, we are unaware of
any Kensi ngt on-focused groups
specifically addressing the nental
I npact of gun violence. Wen we
sought resources for our teen, what
we found out was that he, a person
experi enci ng anxi ety bei ng outdoors,
woul d need to travel to another part
of the Gty to find help catering to
hi s needs.

From our training and
education on trauma, we know t hat
children learn by mrroring the
behavi or around them Last year

out door fires were commonpl ace
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t hr oughout Kensi ngton. That spring
we had a rash of teens and preteens
setting fires in the park. W
experi enced vi ol ence throughout our
community and we see unshel tered
people living in dehumani zi ng
conditions. And unfortunately, we
continually find young children
throw ng rocks at the unsheltered.
We al so hear reports of teens
initiating violence on young
chi | dren.

As a staff, we are extrenely
concerned about what mrroring | ooks
like in the young peopl e of
Kensi ngton. W work at nodeling
ki ndness and enpathy to all people,
and we are making a conscious effort
to grow the nunber of adults that our
young peopl e see practicing healthy
stress responses and conflict
resolutions. And we've been thrilled
wi th gai ns made.

The Departnent of Parks &

Recreation led a massive nmultiple
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group effort to activate MPherson
Square last summer. This fall we saw
significant gains in the healthy
stress responses from our frequent
attendees of those sumrer prograrns.
We are encouraged by this. What we
remai n concerned is if children of
Kensi ngt on keep reflecting the
behavi or that they see around them
can we bal ance the heal thy behavi or
agai nst the unheal thy enough t hat
they mrror that heal thy behavior.
We al so note the training of

| nportance of stability in gaining
resilience.

However, we w tnessed nassive
instability in the lives of our young
people. Poverty, crine and racism
keep many of our famlies fromstable
housi ng. Many of our famlies nove
multiple tinmes each year. W had a
famly of multiple siblings cone to
the library because they could not
find their way to their new hone, but

they could find their way to the
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library.

W work with several famlies
each year that find thensel ves
honmel ess. The fragnentati on and
instability of the lives of
(i naudi bl e) peopl e extends beyond
housi ng i nsecurity. The heart of
Kensi ngt on has no | ocal nei ghborhood
hi gh school. This neans that it is
unli kely that all of your young
person's friends fromel enentary
school will attend the sane high
school as them Because sunmmer
enpl oynment prograns are often housed
at high schools, this fragnentation
extends into sumrer enpl oynent
opportunities.

Qur traumatized teens w |
i kely be asked to travel to an
unfam liar |ocation in order to find
sunmer enploynent. W have al so
w tnessed instability of assistance
I n our young person's life. No one
wal ks the streets of Kensington al one

before a stranger offers them
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assistance. This is true of our
young people as it is for the adults.
O'ten that stranger, that assistance,
w Il never be seen by the young
person agai n.

The young person still face
all the sane chall enges as before.
This is a fairly unique part of life
I n Kensington and one that adds to
the instability in the |ives of our
children. A young person's life in
Kensington is full of potenti al
trauma. As the library staff, | seek
to pronote resilience. W're
concerned about the |evel of
instability in the Iives of our young
peopl e.

Peopl e working in the field
of trauma experience common burden.
You interact with people who often
need you to be hopeful and positive.
You need to remai n hopeful even when
you find situations heartbreaking.
You need to stay upbeat when you find

yoursel f di scouraged. But the staff
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at McPherson Square Library, we
understand this burden well.
Everyone wor ki ng i n Kensi ngton
under st ands thi s burden.

Qur building is frequently
used as a (inaudible) and we are
often aware of all sorts of wars
happeni ng around the area. W feel
t he struggl es and hardshi ps of our
comunity. Still when that
ki ndergarten wal ks t hrough the door
at 309, they deserve a smling,

j oyful wel cone.

(1 naudi bl e) deserves to nmake
this happen. W do so daily.
Wor ki ng at McPherson Square Library
comes with a toll on your nental
health. Thank you to the Committee
for hearing (inaudible).

THE CLERK: M. Chairman,
that is our final witness to testify
for this panel.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Are there
any questions for nenbers of this

panel ?
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1 COUNCI LWOVAN LQZADA: | know
2 we' ve been here before. W know t hat
3 as governnent we tend to work in
4 silos. W tend not to share
5 information. W tend not to collect
6 data that we're willing to share with
7 others. | think what we can prom se
8 you here today is that we will change
9 that. We will change how we do
10 business in this comunity so that
11 not only is this District better, but
12 so that our City is better.
13 W will break up the
14 concentration that is happening in
15 Kensi ngt on regardl ess of whether sone
16 of us are here or not in the future.
17 Everyone up here when | ask to cone
18 to Kensington, when | talk to them
19 about maki ng Kensington a priority
20 and many of them who are sitting in
21 t he audi ence who work for City
22 governnent have all said yes.
23 They all understand that what
24 we' ve done up until now has not
25 wor ked. They all understand that a
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big part of what has been mssing in
t he past has been the comunity
voice. | think one of the biggest

t hi ngs was the young people's voice
inall of this, right, because |
think it brings a different
perspective to the conversation. |t
brings a different comm tnent not
only fromus as el ecteds, but from
all of those folks who work in Gty
gover nnent because that's their want
and we have a responsibility to them
We have a responsibility to their
famlies. So | think that that is
what is different.

And you have commtnent. Al
| ask you as providers, as
communi ty- based organi zations in this
comunity is to give us that
opportunity. This young | ady said
today is another opportunity to make
sonething different and we want to
take that opportunity. W just ask
to be a partner in that process.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Chair
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1 recogni zes Menber Harrity.

2 COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: You

3 know, |'m kind of overwhelned with

4 what's going on here tonight. As

3) been said by you guys, this has been

6 done before. | wasn't up here

7 before. |'mup here now | can

8 honestly say that ne, Sharon, and

9 Quetcy who is our District

10 Counci | person, Squilla who is our

11 Di strict Council person, we are going

12 to support them

13 Everybody up here is ready to

14 do what needs to be done. You have a

15 voice now. W are not -- |'m not

16 goi ng anywhere. | nean, | may not be

17 el ected in May, but they got to deal

18 wth me until January. And | can

19 guar antee you (i naudi bl e) worse.

20 So with that being said, I

21 appreciate the work that you do. As

22 the boots on the ground, you see

23 what's going on. And |I'm not going

24 to disappear. | live at 722 Wllard

25 Street. Everybody knows. | put it
LEXI TAS
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1 out there all the tinme. People

2 al ways | augh and say, well, you put

3 your home address on things, aren't

4 you afraid sonebody is going to cone

3) to your house. And | say, | live in

6 Kensi ngton, let themcone to ny

7 house. 1'd love themto see what |

8 have to see every day and what the

9 ki ds and seniors in ny nei ghborhood

10 have to see.

11 So while we have done this

12 before, | can guarantee you that

13 t hese people haven't been here

14 before, and we are all here now And

15 "' mjust happy to have Council nman

16 Jones and Counci | man Johnson whose

17 nei ghbor hoods actually were kind of

18 li ke ours a while back and they were

19 able to fight and bring their

20 nei ghbor hood back.

21 And |'mgoing to fight and

22 we're going to bring this

23 nei ghbor hood back. Quetcy Lozada has

24 got your back. Sharon has got your

25 back. | got your back. This ain't
LEXI TAS
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happeni ng any nore. Things are going
t o change.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Chair
recogni zes Menber Vaughn.

COUNCI LWOVAN  VAUGHN
M. O Donnell, while I have enpathy
for what you' ve been through in the
past, please ask sonebody about ne.
| don't play the ganes with anyone in
nmy life or inny -- inny
prof essi onal or personal life. And |
don't have to be BS your or gaslight
you to believe anything that cones
out ny nout h.

When | say we hear you and
we're here to make a difference,
believe that. | amnot running for
re-election. | have nothing to | ose.
| have served this Cty for 35 years
of ny life, and I'm not going
anywhere either. And you can ask a
| ot of people in this room about ne
and nmy reputation of providing
services to the Gty of Philadel phia.

| amnot afraid. And | need
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1 you to give us a chance. | get
2 of f ended when sonebody says that |'m
3 full of it, and that's what you said,
4 but we'll prove you w ong.
5 COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
6 Menmber Vaughn.
7 Menber Gaut hi er.
8 COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER. Thank
9 you, M. Chair.
10 | wanted to thank all of you
11 for your trenendous public service to
12 t hi s nei ghbor hood and just everything
13 that you do on a daily basis to serve
14 everyone that's trying to |ive and
15 survive here.
16 | have a question for
17 Ms. Post. | really appreciated the
18 very sort of concrete recommendati ons
19 that you offered. | had a question
20 about one of your recommendations. |
21 want to get clarity on the need to
22 expand the Gty's capacity for
23 I npatient rehab. Can you just
24 clarify for me what does the City's
25 current inpatient rehab capacity | ook
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| i ke and how shoul d we be thinking
about expanding that capacity to help
what's going on here in Kensington?

M5. POST: | think it's not
just a nunber of beds that are
avail able, but it's also being able
to get a person in them A lot of
tinmes we'll have sonebody conme that's
(i naudi bl e) they've deci ded that
they're ready for rehab, but there's
just so nmuch -- it's very conplicated
and very hard to actually find a
pl ace that wll take a patient,
especially if they're uninsured and
don't have the ability to pay. But
we do find them but it's just very
har d.

And | think if we wanted
people to get into a place of help
for thensel ves, that's what we'l]|
need, maki ng an easi er pathway for
t hem

COUNCI LWOMAN GAUTHI ER:

M. Chair?
COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Yes.
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COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Do we
have anybody from Public Health or
MDO t hat could speak to this issue of
rehab capacity and howthe Cty is
t hi nki ng about expanding it or if the
Cty is thinking about expanding it?

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Yes, there
I s someone from Public Health.

Pl ease conme to the witness stand and
state your nanme for the record.

(Wtness approached
Wtness table.)

DR BONEN:. H. [|'mJil
Bowen, Comm ssioner --

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Can we
switch mcs.

DR. BOVNEN. How s that?

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Much
better.

DR. BONEN: First of all,

t hank you for having this hearing

today, this listening session. |I'm
Dr. Jill Bowen, Comm ssioner of the
Depart nent of Behavi oral Health and

Intell ectual Disability Services.
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There is capacity. W've been
expanding a bit. W've been doing
that this year pretty intensively.

W' ve al so been standing up
real ly innovative progranms that break
down barriers to access, including
prograns that are especially created
so that people who have wounds from
the intensive Xyl azine i npact can get
their rehab. W al so have prograns
now t hat can hel p people who are on
IV antibiotics to be able to begin
their rehab. Al of these are
barriers that are breaking down one
after the other after the other after
t he ot her.

As far as access for people
who don't have insurance, we have the
BHS. It's absolutely created exactly
to provide the services for people
who are uninsured, so that is not a
barrier if they're uninsured. And if
they're on Medicaid, that's why we
have Community Behavioral Health in

Phi | adel phia, then they should be
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abl e to have access.

I f anybody is having any
difficulty with access, they should
be reaching out to us, especially
Esperanza or any of the prograns.

"1l tell you what |'m nore concerned
about is the workforce and bei ng able
to have the staffing that we need in
all of these prograns. This is
amazi ng when there's staff that are
tal ki ng about what their experiences
are on the ground. W hear that a

| ot fromthe people who are worki ng

I n the nei ghborhood, and of course
fromthe residents in the

nei ghbor hood.

So any support we can get
fromCty Council, |I know we've been
talking with you all a lot to help
support the providers that are doing
t hi s unbelievabl e, incredible work.
But we do have capacity, we've been
breaki ng down barriers left and right
over this past year and a half and

have al so i ncreased the nunber of
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beds in the inpatient rehab and
expanded the type of care we can
provide to address the realties on
t he ground.

COUNCI LWOMAN GAUTHI ER: So
hear often in the situation where
there's like a msmatch or a gap
bet ween what people in a community or
what the providers are saying and
then what the Cty is saying. So |I'm
wondering there probably needs to be
a nore specific conversation about
the access to rehab, but that also
| eads me to question what regul ar
contact is there between providers
and community nenbers and agenci es of
the City to tal k about what resources
and services are avail abl e and how
they' re working on the ground.

And that's all | have,

M. Chair.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: (Good
question. Good question.

DR. BOWEN: There's lots and

|ots and lots of effort. W're
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t al ki ng about door-to-door effort,
getting materials out, palmcards,
all sorts of efforts to get
I nformati on out through nultiple
nodalities. There are PSAs running
constantly telling people about the
way to access services night and day.
As you know, there's posters up.
There's trauma cards that are
del i vered, thousands of them across
the Gty to many | ocations. There
are websites and social nedia. So
there's many, nany, many, nany
efforts to get that information out
to people. Still there is a question
t hat people have. And as nmuch as we
are trying to renove fromthe

equation | don't know what to do,

there is still a lot of that out
t here.

So we are trying -- we don't
sit and say, oh, well, we've done

that. W try another approach,
anot her approach, another approach.

So begi nning what we call TEC, TEC
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for Trauma, Equity and Community
which is going to community to
community to community to talk to the
peopl e around the table who can al so
further get the word out, the people
fromthe community who can spread
this informati on out because we want
peopl e to have access to all of our
robust treatnent prograns and al so
goi ng provider-to-provider, which
we' ve al ready begun doi ng, to nake
sure that people who are using the
servi ces, people who are providing
services, people who live in the
communi ty that we serve, that
everybody has the sane information.
And as | said, multiple
nodal ities where we've done a | ot of
these very intense focus groups to
try to figure out what the nessage
fromcomunity to community is,
because not every conmmunity obviously
speaks the sane | anguages, processes
the sane informati on the sane way.

W need to communicate to people in

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




Committee on Public Safety
5/ 9/ 2023

118

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

the way that they want to be

communi cated to. So | can say

sonet hing, but that doesn't nean that
t he person has heard sonet hi ng or
that |'ve said it in the way that's
nost neani ngful or that |'mthe right
nmessenger for that particular
nmessage.

So we take all of this very,
very seriously because this is at the
core of the work that we do, so
that's our promse as DBHI DS. That's
my prom se. Just like you are making
your prom ses that we do not rest, we
do not rest. W never stop, and we
never stop thinking, we never stop
I nnovating. W never stop trying
because there's a lot of work to be
done.

And just like you, we're so
I npressed with these young peopl e.

W al ready have established a youth
group, and we want to invite these
folks to be a part of it. So thank

you.
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COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you.
Menber Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: | have a
followup for you. You never
actual ly gave us the nunber of beds
that are available. [1'd |like to know
that. 1'd also |ike to know what is
the tine frane for thembeing in the
progran? |Is it 30 days, 60 days, 90
days? Because while for sone forns
of addiction 30, 60 days nay be okay,
but this stuff here, the fentanyl and
the tranq and all, it takes longer to
get that out of their system

So is there any avenues for
| onger-termtreatnent | guess i s what
" masking? And also, | would Iike
to know the nunber of beds that
are --

DR. BOVNEN:. Yeah. |[I'Il get
you that nunber of beds. | don't
have that off the top of ny head.

But | can tell you that we do have
spots so that people can get into the

program The barriers that we're
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heari ng, the access, those are the
things that we're breaki ng down.

So we know a | ot of them and
we have renoved a | ot of them but
there are then others that we don't
know and we need to break that down
because it should be very, very easy
getting in. As you know, you want to
act imedi ately. So one of the
things that we've done to try to make
It easier to get in is put assessors
on the ground, right, so you don't
have to stop, have an assessnent, go
sone place else. By then you' ve | ost
the person. They've already wal ked
out. They're done.

So we' ve expanded our ability
to do that, right, to get themin.

So we do have capacity trying to get
peopl e in exactly when they're ready
when they need to be there. And the
assessnents are one of the big ways
in which we do that. So we'll get
you the actual nunber. As | said, we

do have capacity. Again, concerned
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about the workforce.

As far as how | ong peopl e can
stay, with some of the nore conpl ex
I ssues they are staying |onger. The
program | tal ked about, which is the
first one, | have to say the state is
very, very excited about (i naudible)
which is for people who have wounds
that require acute hospital inpatient
stay, for nedical care they're not
getting their rehab then, we know
that nonent, and then they stay
| onger than they need to there
because they're on IV anti biotics.

Wll, we have figured out a
bl ended financi al nodel for
sustainnent. W figured out a
programm ng nodel and how we are
running a programthat shifts them
into rehab even while they are on
their IV antibiotics. W figured out
a way to sustain it, and everybody is
pretty interested and excited about
It across the Commonweal th because

it's a nodel they haven't seen
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before. So that's what | nean by we
don't stop, we don't stop. And they
of course wll need | onger stays than
ot hers.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:

Absol utely. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Menber
Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yeah,
thank you. Just a brief comment. On
one for Casey O Donnell, just talking
about sonmething | think is very
rel evant regarding this conversation,
s just making sure as we nove
forward, the key stakehol ders and the
| eadership here in the Gty
Phi | adel phia in partnership with our
Counci | menbers are at the table and
are on the sane page when it cones to
the overall strategy in addressing
the particular issues that are taking
pl ace inside this community, rather
it be fromthe intervention
standpoint, rather it be fromthe

prevention standpoint or even a | aw
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enf or cenent st andpoi nt.

Al'l of the key stakehol ders
have to be at the sane table wth a
common goal and a commpbn ni ssion, and
that's to nmake sure that these
chil dren and these nei ghbors and
these famlies in this comunity are
safe irregardl ess of our ideol ogies,
ri ght, because the common goal has to
be taking this comunity back.

Yes, you're right. | was
here in 2011 at anot her school when |
first becane a Council person about
this very sane issue. So we're going
to nove forward with our new
| eadership, right. It has to be at
| east from ny perspective either
nont hly neetings, |let nme change that,
weekly neetings, weekly neetings,
right, with a dashboard and a
scorecard on how we' re maki ng
progress in a variety of different
areas that are inpacting this
conmuni ty.

But nost inportantly, it
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can't be everybody in Gty
governnent. It has to be in
partnership with the community to
make sure we're noving forward in the
right direction. And so, that was
t he key points that you made, and |
just wanted to comment on that as it
relates to how we're going to be
wor ki ng i n partnershi ps and novi ng
forward because it has to be a
consi dered effort.

Even tal king to ny coll eague,
we're not even tal king about the
enf orcenent of bl ocks being rented
out to drug dealers. There's a whole
di fferent conversation that fuels
sonme of the things that we're seeing
taki ng place inside the comunity
from an enforcenent standpoint, so
everybody has to be on the sane page
as it relates to how we' re addressi ng
t he issue.

And to al so Bryan Bel knap,
correct?

MR BELKNAP: ( Nodded
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affirmatively).

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  It's
critically inportant that we | ook at
the trauma that our young people are
experiencing who are living in this
part of Kensington, right, but it's
al so happening all throughout the
City of Phil adel phia because hurt
peopl e hurt people, right. Sone
peopl e pick up habits based upon what
they see, right, going to and from
school. So that trauma-inforned
piece is so critically inportant and
it has to be intense.

But al so, hopefully what
cones out as well is all Cty
agencies in the Gty of Philadel phia
has to address this issue with a
sense of urgency because there's a
variety of issues taking place in the
Cty of Philadelphia. And to be
upfront, that's not going to be
totally changed overnight. It's
going to take hard work and di ggi ng

deep and putting your foot in the
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1 ground and maki ng sure that we

2 address this issue all on one accord.

3 And so, | just wanted to

4 respond based upon those two comments

5 that were nmade, but thank all three

6 of you for taking tinme out of your

7 schedul e and participating and

8 provi di ng testinony.

9 COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you.
10 COUNCI LWOVAN VAUGHN:  And |
11 just want to say one nore thing to
12 everyone here, reach out to us. Let
13 us treat you like (inaudible). M
14 t el ephone nunber at Cty Hall is
15 215- 686- 3450.

16 COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: G ve

17 t hem your cell nunber.

18 COUNCI LWOMAN VAUGHN:  I'm

19 trying to get back to you in |less

20 than 12 hours with sone type of

21 response, if not a solution. W get

22 back to you. | pride nyself on

23 constituents (inaudible), and nmy team

24 understands that it's inportant and

25 they will respond or they got to deal
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with me. So don't think that that
type of response or service is only
catered to one section of the City.
You're eligible for it too. Gve ne
a call.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you.
M. O Donnell, you wanted to respond?

MR. O DONNELL: If I can
respond very quickly --

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Get the

MR. O DONNELL: If | can just
add quickly, one, it's not to
di srespect anybody here. [It's not
just a list of interventions, right.
We actually have to agree on a
resi dent-driven, trauma-infornmed
conpr ehensi ve plan and then al so set
boundari es around that plan.

So for exanple, everyone in
this community whether they're
supporting people in their addiction
that are unhoused or they're
residents that's frustrated, everyone

here agrees that everybody deserves
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safety, right. That includes people
that are in the narcotics trade. So
I f you have 900 guys in the

nei ghbor hood, and that's about the
cal cul ation that are on corners, that
means we need 1,000 jobs, right.

So we have to deci de what
problemwe're solving for, create a
plan around it and get everybody on
board for that plan and stick to it,
and we're here to do it for you and
with you. But we actually have to do
that. That neans if you're going to
have wound care, everybody deci des
where that wound care is happening,
but then it can't happen anywhere
el se, right.

If you're going to give out
food, let's all decide where people
can eat, but then it can't happen
anywhere else, right. And nobody
wants to stop people doing work if
they think it's God's work or they're
doing it fromtheir heart, but we

have to be able to set sone
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boundari es around this, and that
I ncl udes creating safety for
ever ybody.
The last thing | want to say,
and I'mtelling you this as a
clinical psychologist with a
specialization in trauma, you can't
teach trauma while people are getting
retraumati zed. You can't ask a child
to feel what the real normal feeling
woul d be when they see soneone dying,
because if they felt that every day,
t hi nk about the enotional inpact. So
we have to figure out what problem
we're solving for and creativity for
ever ybody.
COUNCI LMAN JONES: \Weél | sai d.
THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
Squilla would i ke to be recogni zed.
COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: | want
to piggyback on what Council menber
Johnson said. It has to be a united
approach. W can't work in silos any
|l onger. Silos wll not work. W

have an opportunity and Council cane
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up with their position, public safety
position, and the Adm nistration and
| know they weren't supportive of it,
but the job of that person was to
coordi nate and col | aborate with every
departnment in the Cty of

Phi | adel phia, and yet maybe there is
sonebody who's supposed to be doing
that now and it's not happening.

This will enforce the issue
of peopl e needing to work together,
whet her they agree or not. The
reason why we have so many beds
avail able -- and I'"'mnot sure that's
true because |'ve wal ked with people
and we took themto places where they
said there was not a bed available --
but if the reason we m ght have beds
avai l abl e i s because we have
prograns, we have a (i naudi bl e)
program where we go and offer warm
handoffs, right, and we do that and
we do it to help people. But then
there's no consequence if they don't

go and follow up on those warm
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handof f s.

We have AMP Court that we set
up, right. W have AMP Court where
peopl e who then have chances to go
into a court systemthat could offer
services, but we don't send people
over to AWP Court. So we need to
wor k together as a universe, as a
Cty and understandi ng that we don't
even have to agree on everything.

One thing we do agree is with public
safety, and that's what this position
I'S.

There's a question on the
ballot in this election is to allow
this position to be started in the
Adm ni stration. And so, we do have
an opportunity to start this. And
that person's job would be to
coordinate efforts. W went to
Trenton this year and what we | earned
fromthemis sonething different that
we didn't do is every departnent
wor ked on what they were doing

t oget her on public safety, how they
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1 dealt with trauma, how they dealt

2 with cleaning streets, how they dealt

3 wth Parks & Rec, with every

4 depart nent worki ng and neeting and

5 then coming up with a plan. And it

6 was driven by community, right.

7 It's not that difficult. W

8 can do this. W have the people on

9 the street that see it day-in and

10 day-out. W need to rely on themto

11 have them work with us so that

12 everybody knows what everybody el se

13 Is doing. And so, we have to stop

14 silos, we have to work together.

15 You're going to hear that tinme and

16 time again. And the people in the

17 communi ty know what we need to do.

18 W need to follow that direction.

19 Thank you.

20 COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you.

21 The researchers are in this room

22 And if we are able to work together

23 better, we can solve this problem

24 THE CLERK: Counci | nenber

25 Jones, the final panel will be Marnie
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1 Aunent - Loughrey, Chair of the

2 Kensi ngt on | ndependent Civic

3 Associ ati on.

4 COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you

3) so nuch for your testinony.

6 THE CLERK: Alfred

7 Kl osterman, Harrowgate C vic

8 Associ ati on.

9 COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you.

10 Pl ease cone to the wi tness stand.

11 THE CLERK: And al so, Shannon

12 Farrell, the President of the

13 Harr owgate Ci vic Associ ati on.

14 COUNCI LMAN JONES: All right.

15 Wl cone, wel cone. Thank you for your

16 pati ence. State your nane for the

17 record and begi n your testinony.

18 MS.  AUMENT- LOUGHREY:

19 (I naudi bl e) .

20 COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Switch up.

21 M5. AUMENT- LOUGHREY: Is it

22 wor ki ng now?

23 (Yes.)

24 M5. AUMENT- LOUGHREY: Thank

25 you, Council, for com ng here. W
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1 name i s Marnie Aunent-Loughrey. [|'m
2 the Denocratic Ward Leader of the
3 33rd Ward and |'mthe Chair of
4 Kensi ngt on | ndependent Civic
5 Associ ation. Yes, Council man Jones,
6 you just nmade the connecti on.
7 For anybody not sitting
8 there, Councilman Harrity is my other
9 half. W have been together for 16
10 years now. | noved himup in the
11 world from South Philly. |'msorry,
12 Mke. | don't think there's one
13 person in this roomfromany of the
14 Managi ng Directors, the Behavi oral
15 Health or the Police Departnent that
16 do not know who I am | have fought
17 hard in court -- DA Krasner, you know
18 who | amtoo.
19 | have fought with plenty of
20 yous. | have argued with plenty of
21 yous. But when |I'mdoing that, |'m
22 doing that for ny conmmunity. | have
23 |ived at 720 East Wllard Street. M
24 parents noved in there 1970. |In 1992
25 when | separated fromny first
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1 husband, | cane back and | live at
2 722 East Wllard Street now with
3 Council man Harrity. | raised ny two
4 children there. M four siblings and
5 | were raised there. | worked for
6 Senator Sharif Street.
7 My sister is a lieutenant in
8 t he Phil adel phia Police Departnent.
9 My brother was an el ectrician until
10 he passed, and ny sister is a
11 respiratory therapi st at Tenple
12 Hospital. M 36-year-old son is an
13 EMI for Einstein Medical, and ny
14 daughter works for the IRS. W are
15 the products of Kensington. That is
16 what Kensington is. That is what
17 Kensi ngt on of fers.
18 | have a 14-year-old grandson
19 that will not cone out of the house
20 unl ess he checks his Citizen's app.
21 If we're out and we get off 95, he
22 checks the Ctizen's app. | have
23 Chi ef Inspector McCarrick. | have
24 Captain Wheeler. | have Captain
25 Vaughn(ph). | have Inspector Lucas.
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1 They are ny friends. They are ny
2 hel pers.
3 Every conmunity neeti ng when
4 they want to beat up on our police
5 departnent, | stand and | defend them
6 every time because it's not their
7 fault and it's not Conm ssi oner
8 Qutlaw s fault that their hands are
9 tied. It is top of Admnistration's
10 fault. Thankfully after May 16th he
11 will no |onger be there. It wll
12 take to January, but we wll have
13 sonebody new.
14 | give every Council person
15 sitting up there right now a pass
16 because none of yous were here except
17 Counci |l man Squilla three years ago
18 when we had our neeting at Harrowgate
19 Cvic Association in the PAL Center.
20 Counci | man Squilla was there then,
21 and District Krasner was there when |
22 chased hi mout of the building
23 because | didn't |ike his answers,
24 not personal. He has his opinion. |
25 have mne. But | live here.
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1 | asked themthen to nove

2 into this District. | asked

3 everybody -- where were we at

4 Shannon?

5 M5. FARRELL: (I naudible).

6 M5. AUMENT- LOUGHREY: Take

7 your famlies and nove them here.

8 Bring your wife, your children, your

9 | over, your grandchildren. Move into

10 Kensi ngton for a nonth. See what we

11 live with for a nonth. Don't drive

12 t hrough our nei ghborhood. Wal k

13 t hr ough our nei ghbor hood.

14 Qur biggest thing is putting

15 out fires. Council man Jones, you

16 t al ked about the encanpnent. That's

17 one very small encanmpnment. We

18 renmoved how nany off of the Avenue,

19 Shannon, and they cone back agai n.

20 You know how they renove then? It's

21 i ke getting sonebody out a house

22 from Sheriff's sale. They post it,

23 they take themto court.

24 | have Muinici pal Court Judge

25 Dugan sitting back there. | worked
LEXI TAS

215-504- 4622




Conmi ttee on Public Safety 138
5/ 9/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

with AWP Court with him AWMP Court
wor ked wonderfully. W need it back.
W need it up and going. He is one
of the best judges when it cones to
AMP Court. We put how many peopl e
I nto hel p.

But you know what the problem
with putting theminto a rehab is?
Do you know what the problemw th
putting into a safe handoff is? They
can't get a cigarette. |If they walk
out to get a cigarette, they're
thrown out of the program You
cannot expect themto quit al cohol,
quit drugs and then quit snoking al
In the sane day. |It's inpossible.

You want to tal k about
trauma. Qur kids have PTSD. They
are wal ki ng over bodies |laying there.
They're seeing things that they
shoul d not see. Wen ny grandson was
9, he seen a man injecting in his
penis. That's reprehensible. You
can't unsee it. Qur children, our

future is being traumati zed daily
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here in this comunity.

On Saturday we had a shooting
at G and Madi son. They rang out at
the 700 bl ock of Wllard Street. Al
they did was told the kids to get out
of the street. The kids didn't cone
back out until four hours. Saturday
was a beautiful day. They should
have been out riding their bikes and
pl ayi ng out si de.

If this was Grays Ferry,
South Philly, Overbrook, you would
not be having this. | could not see
t his happening in Overbrook Farns
where Bob Brady lives. | am
asking -- I'mgiving a pass to
Counci | wman Lozada, Council wonman
Vaughn and Council man Harrity because
they ain't gotten in here until
Novenber, and |'mgiving a pass to
Counci | man Driscoll because he didn't
start until June. But the other
Counci | people that are up for
re-el ection, we have been asking, we

have been beggi ng, we have been
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scream ng, we have been yel ling.
Thi s has been going on for al nost 10
years now.

Ten years ago we did
McPherson Library with the Flyer
Foundation. $200, 000 was put into
t hat playground that the children
cannot use outside because it is
overtaken by the opioid epidemc.

" mnot tal king honel ess. A honel ess
person is sonmeone that lost their job
and lost their honme. That's

honmel ess. The people out there are
choosing this.

They chose it the first tine
they stuck that needle in their arm
They chose it the second tine, the
third tinme and the fourth tine.

After that, they no | onger have a
choice. They can't make a consci ous
deci sion. W need to nake that
decision for them [It's that plain.
It's that sinple. They cannot
nmental |y and physically nake that

choi ce for thensel ves.
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Dave Mall oy, he conmes to ny
nmeetings. He's sitting there, he
does | don't know how many Merakey
handoffs. But he will tell you, you
can't expect themto nmake that choice
on their own. They don't have the
capacity or the capability. | am not
(i naudi bl e). Everybody has soneone
in their famly or knows sonebody
that is touched by this epidemc.

They said COVID was a
pandem c. W have that going on
right now here. [It's not just
Phi | adel phia. [It's not just
Pennsyl vania. This is going on
across every part of our state, every
part of our country. W need to
(i naudi ble). Philadelphiais the
first city. W are known for where
we started. This country started
here. Let's start fixing this
probl em and | et the other people see
how it's done.

| know peopl e worry about

civil rights, but our civil rights
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are being jeopardi zed. And you know
what, they don't have the choice to
make this choice for thensel ves.
They woul dn't even know it if we did
violate it. I'msorry. They don't
have that nental capacity anynore.

Nobody here wants to stop
them from getting hel p, nobody. But
we are losing our children worrying
about them Qur children are
traumati zed. Qur businesses are
cl osed. Wat we are asking for is
not hard and it should not be
uni magi nabl e. \Wat we need is your
help. W're asking for it for this
last tinme. We need it.

And |' m hopi ng, Counci | man,
the next tine you cone into this
nei ghbor hood walk with nme. Driving
through it doesn't give you the
actual inpact that wal king through it
does. And after that, maybe if yous
come back three to six nonths, you'l
see a change because you'll be able

to have the opportunity to understand
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1 what's needed. But | do thank you

2 for comng here instead of having

3 this meeting in Gty Hall.

4 COUNCI LMAN JONES: | think

S ['l'l be safer wal king with her than

6 wal king with you. She's a tough one.

7 COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: | have

8 to go hone with her.

9 M5. AUMENT- LOUGHREY: And he

10 asked nme to be nice.

11 COUNCI LMAN JONES:  You are

12 ni ce.

13 MS. AUMENT- LOUGHREY: |

14 t hought so.

15 COUNCI LMAN JONES: M. d ass,

16 who do we have?

17 THE CLERK: M. Chairnman, our

18 next witness is Alfred Kl osternman,

19 Harrowgate Ci vic Associ ati on.

20 COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you

21 for your patience. State your nane

22 for the record and begi n your

23 t esti nony.

24 MR. KLOSTERMAN. My nane is

25 Alfred Klosterman. | live on a bl ock
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In the Harrowgate section, a very
troubl ed bl ock and very troubl ed
community due to the opioid crisis.
There's a very big drug dealing
operation up ny corner, so | have

(i naudi bl e) advant age passi ng by
24/ 7. On the frequent (inaudible)
days, they conme in packs of 20 and 30
for free drugs. It's awful.

Anything left on the porch or
si dewal ks can be stolen, especially
to be sold for drug noney. They sit
on ny steps overni ght shooting up, so
| need to take their used needles to
the curb in the norning. Most days |
go to Kensington Avenue early to
catch SEPTA. There are nore needl es
and human waste al ong the way. At
t he bus stop, nore needles and
usual 'y (inaudi ble) addicts around,
usually a few prostitutes too.

The drug sal es on ny bl ock
have been going on for years. On
ni ce days the four nen sell out on

the sidewal ks. On rainy or cold
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1 days, they sell inside the abandoned
2 houses they took over. The addicts
3 have their own abandoned house steps
4 away when they shoot up and pass out.
5 The houses are near the alley, snells
6 horribly of urine. There's trash
7 everywhere. L& sealed up those
8 houses, but they are immedi ately
9 opened up agai n.
10 The drug crews change over
11 time. Wen the existing dealers are
12 shot, a new crew takes over. This
13 happens once or twice a year. The
14 shootings are usually at night but
15 not always. |'ve watched a man junp
16 froma stopped car and shoot a deal er
17 who was standi ng on a porch, dead
18 with one shot. Another tinme | woke
19 to 18 shots. | saw from ny w ndow
20 one of two deal ers who had been
21 killed. Police told me he was hit 12
22 times. | had called 911 and wat ched
23 the two surviving dealers drag him
24 into a car and police pulled up, then
25 they all rushed to the hospital.
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Anot her tinme | woke to 16
shots. That was the night ny
nei ghbor's 12-year-old daughter died
on her front step caught in dealers
crossfire. And, yes, neighbors have
confirmed to ne (inaudible) even if
they' re awakened. Another tine | was
at nmy conputer 8:35 p.m when there
were shots fromthe corner. That's
the night they hit a 5-year-old |lying
on the couch with his nother, gone
t hrough the w ndow frane. |
I mredi ately enmai |l ed Noel |l e Foi zen of
the City's Opioid Response. | told
her that | was sitting there shaking,
that | couldn't take this anynore,
that it was horrible. That's when
she wote back to cal mnme and offered
trauma resources and anything el se |
needed. Then and now t hough | just
need to (i naudible).

|'ve called and email ed the
police many tines. | don't know why
t hey haven't been able to help. 1've

witten nost of City Council nenbers
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1 many tinmes. | don't know why they
2 haven't been able to help either.
3 ['"'m72. 1'mjust seeking to have a
4 decent quality of life. Thank you.
3) COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you.
6 THE CLERK: M. Chair, our
7 final witness for this evening is
8 Shannon Farrell, President of the
9 Harrowgate Ci vic Associ ati on.
10 COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you.
11 State your nanme for the record and
12 begi n your testinony.
13 M5. FARRELL: M nane is
14 Shannon (i naudi bl e).
15 COUNCI LMAN JONES:  No, it's
16 not working. Can we switch mcs?
17 M5. FARRELL: The red
18 button --
19 COUNCI LMAN JONES: There we
20 go.
21 M5. FARRELL: | shut it off.
22 My nane is Shannon Farrell. |I'm
23 Presi dent of Harrowgate G vic
24 Association. | -- you know, |I'm
25 going to sound an awful lot |ike
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Casey, but | don't care if | offend
you.

W' ve done this over and
over, so | really hope that you're
new and that you have until January
so I'mgoing to hold you accountabl e
for trying to hold us accountable for
calling you out because you have
col | eagues sitting there, their
I nacti ons where you shoul d be
directing your frustration. The fact
that we're still living like this is
where you shoul d be directing your
frustration. Never ask sonebody
who's testifying on the community
who's working every day. So --
sorry.

W' ve done this over and
over, and we've heard a lot of talk
frompeople. You' re not the sane
Counci | renbers that we usually sit
wth., It was G ndy Bass, it was
Helen Gym it was Derek Green, it was
Counci | wman Sanchez at the tine

SO --
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M5. AUMENT- LOUGHREY: Al l an
Donb.

M5. FARRELL: Yeah, Allan
Domb. So | hope that yous do stick
to what you say. W want to believe
t hat because our children testified
t oday, which thank you, Councilwoman
Lozada. It was very inportant. It
was the first tine that they have
done that. They're scared to speak
out. So I'mglad that they did.

Many tinmes we sit in neetings
and people try to tell us that the
nost vul nerable citizens of our
community are those who are living in
the streets that are addicted. And
you'll find nore people to contact
you about them But al ways renenber
and push back, the nost vul nerable
citizens in our comrunity are the
children |ike the children that
testified today who have anxiety
about wal king their little sister to
school. They are the nobst

vul nerabl e, the nobst inportant.
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And if you prioritize them
you shoul d be able to hel p everything
el se because hel ping the addicts in
t he nei ghbor hood woul d hel p them
Hel pi ng wi t h busi nesses staying open
or putting their lights on, getting
nore of an active community, making
it safe, (inaudible) parks. Now, we
need people for our corridors. W
have plans for this. Supporting
communi ty plans, supporting residents
wi Il acconplish this.

Safe corridors for schools,
to nme that always seens |ike a
failure. The whol e nei ghborhood has
to be safe. | see kids wal k out
every day to have to wal k over
needl es, human feces, |ocal drug
deal ers so that they don't have to
dodge bullets. Sonetines they can
wal k one bl ock to school and they go
out of their way to avoid the corner
for a group of people who are there
to buy drugs in the norning, for

exanple. That's scary for kids
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1 wal ki ng to school. You see 50, 60
2 peopl e com ng down the street to get
3 free sanples. They walk right over
4 you. There has to be priority noving
3) f orward.
6 We reprioritized everything
7 el se for seven years. First, we have
8 to help the users and if we
9 prioritize them it will help yous,
10 but it didn't. Because the users,
11 they're not accepting help. There's
12 many reasons why, but we have to
13 prioritize the residents. And that's
14 what we're doing. And that's why we
15 have a plan to do.
16 And |'mglad yous all are
17 sitting up there. W wll hold
18 you -- | will hold you accountabl e.
19 Il wll not let yous wal k away from
20 us. We're very excited about having
21 t hree Council nenbers fromthe area to
22 support Council man Squilla who has
23 been with us the whole tine.
24 If you want to know why
25 t hi ngs have not worked, you should
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ask him He's been trying to nake it

work but hasn't. | still hold him
accountable. | email him M whole
entire email, | email himpersonally.

| worked for Quetcy for years. Now,
it's going to be a different
Situation. |I'mgoing to hold you al
account abl e because sonething has to
be done. Even if you're going wth
us and supporting us, if we see that
sonebody' s not hel ping you, we'l]l
understand that as long as you're
with us and we go forward.

And it has to be for the
kids. It has to be about our kids,
because today their future is in what
we do and what we decide is in our
hands. And our futures are going to
be in theirs very soon. So let's
take care of them nmake sure we raise
conpassi onate kids that have safe
communities to live in that are
getting a good education because
that's the next step.

We don't have the best
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school s, they don't have the best
curriculunms and (inaudible). But
getting to school safely is a
priority. Being able to use your

|l ocal library is a priority. So we
really need this panel I ooking
forward to. That's the only reason
why | have a little bit of hope, is
because there are three nenbers |
know. Sharon's a fellow Ward | eader.

So i s Council man Johnson, so i s

Counci |l man Jones. So on all |evels
"Il see yous.
So | just -- | think

everybody said it. There was so nuch
that was said. |'mnot going to pile
it on. I'mgoing to say |I'mthe
person that's going to hold you
accountable. | can track you down
wherever you are. And don't ever get
mad at us for getting mad at yous
because your coll eagues put you in
that position. So thank you very
much.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: W w | |
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1 never get mad at you for getting nad

2 at us, as long as we get stuff done.

3 That's what we're (inaudible).

4 M5. FARRELL: Absol utely.

5 COUNCI LMAN JONES: Woul d you

6 | i ke cl osing remarks?

7 COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: | just

8 want to take the opportunity to say

9 thank you to all of you who testified

10 today. Thank you for sharing your

11 stories and how you're inpacted on a

12 daily basis with everything that is

13 happeni ng here in the Kensington

14 communi ty.

15 l"d like to say thank you to

16 everyone from City governnent who

17 canme and partici pated, who heard for

18 t hensel ves from young people and the

19 comunity residents about the -- the

20 positive effect fromthe police

21 departnent who are consistently

22 present and who is (inaudible).

23 Thank you to Conwell and the

24 Conwel | famly for opening your

25 doors. W al so appreciate you. 1'd
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li ke to recognize the staff who's
Counci | man Jones' staff that put all
of this together. Thank you so much
for all of your work that do. And I
| ook forward to continuing this
conver sati on.

Li ke ny coll eague said, this
Is not the last tinme that we wll be
here. W will find a different place
to visit, because to ne it's
I nportant | hear fromyou every day.
| live here. I|I'mraising ny famly
here, so | see it every day. |
experi ence what you experience on a
dai |l y basis.

But it's inportant for ne to
continue to bring ny coll eagues out
to hear fromyou directly as opposed
to what |'m hearing fromyou. So |
plan to continue to bring governnent
to you in the comunity so that they
can get a firsthand | ook of what you
go through on a daily basis. |
appreci ate every single one of you.

Thank you for com ng out.
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COUNCI LMAN JONES: Menber
Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Wel |, |
want to thank everybody that
testified today. Comng fromthe
nei ghbor hood, | know what it is to
actually conme out and speak up. It
can be dangerous. So | applaud you.
And ki ds, please keep your heads up.
You guys are great. | always say and
| tell ny colleagues all the tine
that you woul d be amazed if you gave
nmy kids the sane as every other
nei ghborhood. And I'mnot going to
stop fighting for you. And | know ny
col | eagues are not going to stop
fighting.

As | said, it's different
now. |I'mhere. | live here. [|I'm
not goi ng anywhere. | already
decided to fight. So you have ny
support, and I'mgoing to continue to
be here. And | would absolutely |ove
to conme speak at the school to talk

to the kids whenever you're ready,
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pl ease.

And listen, this is just a
testament to you. These kids are
nore articulate than I am You know,
it was really sonething. It was a
sense of pride for nme because that's
what | tal ked about. | tal ked about
our kids every day and how t hey are,
achi evi ng under circunstances where
ot hers, including nyself as an adult,
would not. And it just goes to their
resilience and it just goes to their
teachers, what they are learning. So
t hank you.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Menber
Squi I | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: 1" m j ust
going to say thank you. Thank you
for being here. Thank you for
speaki ng up and knowi ng that, yes, we
need to hol d everybody account abl e,
everybody. |'ve been here for a | ong
time. 1've been to a lot of these
neeti ngs and you heard the sane

t hi ngs over and over again.
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We hear good intentions.
They say the path to hell is paved
with good intentions, right. W
don't want to go to hell. Intentions
are (inaudible), right. W need
action. W need action and we need
everybody to work together.

So thank you, Counci | menber
Lozada, for your | eadership,
Counci | renber Jones. It's really
| nportant to know that you need --
you can't do this by yourself, we
can't do it by ourselves. W need
everybody to be on the sanme page.
You can't bl ame anybody, but we need
to hold everybody accountable. So
t hank you.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,

Menber .

Counci | man Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Wl I,
first and forenost, | want to thank

Chai rman Council man Curti s Jones and
I want to thank Council nenmber Quetcy

Lozada for making this a nunber one
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priority as she arrived in Gty
Counci | .

And | just want to say as we
wrap up -- and | have an 8-year-old
and a 6-year-old at honme and they are
very, very observant, very, very
observant about the world that's
goi ng on around us, our nei ghborhood
that's going on around us, about
what's going on in the Cty.

And so, | just want to
refocus this conversation back on our
young people and just thank themfor
st eppi ng up and having the courage to
speak their truth. Let's just give
t hem anot her round of appl ause.

And (inaudible) and I know
often times we hear, they still
constantly say that our children are
our future, but the reality is these
chil dren who spoke today, they wll
be our future | eaders. They wll be
future Council people, future
Senators, future Mayors, future

doctors, future lawers that's com ng
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fromthis community.

So | just want to thank our
young people for stepping up to the
pl ate, and nost inportantly to our
educat ors because you're on the front
| ine day-in and day-out and you
deserve all the support that you can
receive as it relates to protecting
our nost precious commodity in the
Cty of Philadel phia, and that's our
children. So thank you very nuch.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
Menber Johnson.

M. dass, you have an
announcenent about testinony?

THE CLERK: Yes. In order to
sign up for public coment, there are
two emai| addresses on the board
outside the | obby. You can send an
email to both of those enmuil
addresses requesting to be heard at
our next hearing. That will be June
7th at 5:30 p.m, here at Conwel |
M ddl e School .

So pl ease make sure that you
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t ake down those emmils addresses,
send an enmail to make sure that you
are signed up for public coment if
you wi sh to sign up for that neeting.
Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  So this
concl udes our public hearing, the
Comm ttee on Public Safety. W wll
stand at recess until June 7th,

6:00 p.m Location to be determ ned,
so this will be a continua -- oh, it
will be right here. Thank you.

(Committee on Public Safety

concluded at 8:15 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

|, hereby certify that the
proceedi ngs and evi dence noted are
contained fully and accurately in the
st enogr aphi c notes taken by ne in the
foregoing matter, and this is a correct

transcript of the sane.

TANEHA CARROLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of
this transcript does not apply to any
reproduction of the sane by any neans,
unl ess under the direct control and/or

supervision of the certifying reporter.)
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