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 2               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

 3     morning.  We're going to get started.

 4     We're going to have a very long day, so

 5     if the members will take their seats.

 6               I just want to say before we

 7     get started -- I'll actually say it in

 8     the script -- that we have a

 9     significantly long list of individuals

10     wishing to comment today.  I'm not sure

11     if they're here in person.  So we are

12     going to have to pare that list back,

13     one, because of the length of the list,

14     but on the same subject matter there's a

15     significant number of individuals, and

16     under the rules, we're allowed to pare

17     that list back.

18               We're going to try to do the

19     best we can to accommodate as many people

20     as possible, but, again, we have a very,

21     very, very long day in terms of the

22     number on the legislative agenda today.

23               So I just wanted to say that

24     ahead of time.

25               We're going to get started.  We
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 2     have established our quorum and Council

 3     will now come to order.

 4               To give our invocation this

 5     morning, the Chair recognizes Rabbi Robyn

 6     Frisch of Temple Menorah Keneseth Chai.

 7     She is here today as the guest of

 8     Councilman Driscoll.

 9               I would ask all members and

10     guests to please rise.

11               (Councilmembers, guests, and

12     visitors rise.)

13               RABBI FRISCH:  Thank you,

14     Council President Clarke.

15               Thank you, Councilman Driscoll,

16     for granting me the honor of being here

17     today.

18               I stand humbly before God and

19     before all of you, aware that just three

20     days ago we marked Juneteenth.  But just

21     as the Israelites' freedom from slavery

22     from Egypt didn't bring them immediately

23     to the Promised Land, Juneteenth didn't

24     mark the end of the journey for slaves

25     and for their descendants.
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 2               While there's certainly reason

 3     to celebrate Juneteenth, there's still

 4     much work left to do, and we can't let

 5     this week pass without recognizing it as

 6     a call to action.

 7               Our biblical heritage commands

 8     us not to oppress the stranger, because

 9     we were slaves in the land of Egypt.

10     Similarly, Juneteenth should remind all

11     Americans of our responsibility to our

12     fellow human beings.

13               We must remember that each

14     human being is created in the image of

15     the divine, and ensure that everyone can

16     exercise their God-given right to

17     freedom, to dignity, and to opportunity.

18               In Philadelphia, we look to the

19     esteemed members of our City Council for

20     guidance in this endeavor.  May you

21     always keep in mind that a leader is a

22     servant, and to serve -- and to lead is

23     to serve.

24               The leaders of this Council

25     serve the people of this city, not just
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 2     those with wealth and power and influence

 3     and connections, but all people.  And in

 4     performing your responsibilities, we pray

 5     you'll never lose sight of the biblical

 6     command:  Justice, justice shall you

 7     pursue.  This means justice and, where

 8     appropriate, mercy for everyone, for the

 9     last, the least, and even for the lost.

10               For each of you on the City

11     Council, the leaders and the servants of

12     the people of Philadelphia, I ask for

13     that blessing upon you with the words of

14     the priestly benediction:

15               May God bless you and keep you.

16     May God's countenance shine upon you and

17     be gracious to you.  May God always be

18     with you.

19               And may each of you be blessed

20     with the most precious gift of all in the

21     essential, sacred work that you perform

22     in City Council.  May you be blessed with

23     the gift of shalom, of wholeness, and of

24     peace, and may you help to bring shalom

25     to this great city of ours.
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 2               As we say in Hebrew, so may it

 3     be God's will.

 4               And let us all say amen.

 5               (Amen.)

 6               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

 7     Thank you, Rabbi.  Thank you so much.

 8               Council will be at ease.

 9               (Council at ease.)

10               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

11     Thank you again, Rabbi.  We really

12     appreciate you being here today.

13               Our next order of business is

14     the approval of the Journal of the

15     meeting of Thursday, June 15, 2023, and

16     the Chair recognizes Councilwoman Bass.

17               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you,

18     Mr. President.  I move that the Journal

19     of the meeting of Thursday, June 15th,

20     2023 be approved.

21               (Duly seconded.)

22               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

23     Thank you.  It has been moved and

24     properly seconded that the Journal of the

25     meeting of Thursday, June 15, 2023 stand
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 2     approved.

 3               All in favor indicate by saying

 4     aye.

 5               (Aye.)

 6               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

 7     Those opposed?

 8               (No response.)

 9               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

10     ayes have it, and our Journal is

11     approved.

12               And our next order of business

13     is requests for leave of absence, and the

14     Chair recognizes Councilman Jones.

15               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you,

16     Mr. President.  On behalf of the members

17     of Council, there are no requests for

18     leaves of absence today.

19               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

20     Chair thanks the gentleman.

21               The Chair now recognizes

22     Councilman Squilla for a motion

23     concerning certain legislative matters

24     that may arise during the course of

25     today's session of Council that were not
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 2     listed on the Calendar circulated prior

 3     to our session today.

 4               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you,

 5     Mr. President.  I move that any of the

 6     following matters, if considered today,

 7     may be added to the agenda for this

 8     session of Council and, as required by

 9     law, subsequently published on an amended

10     agenda after the consideration of those

11     matters:  resolutions authorizing

12     hearings, amendments to bills on first

13     reading, the reconsideration of a bill

14     vetoed by or re-called from the Mayor,

15     amendments to bills re-called from the

16     Mayor, resolutions taking substantive

17     action to be voting on in this session, a

18     motion to withdraw a bill or resolution

19     that is not on the Calendar, a motion

20     placing a bill or resolution on or

21     returning a bill or resolution from the

22     Suspension Calendar that is not listed on

23     today's Calendar.

24               The purpose of this motion is

25     to provide the public with notice
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 2     concerning possible actions of Council

 3     that arose too late to be included in the

 4     Calendar that was published prior to

 5     today's session.

 6               (Duly seconded.)

 7               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

 8     Thank you.  It has been moved and

 9     properly seconded that the legislative

10     matters stated by Councilman Squilla may

11     be added to the agenda for today, should

12     those matters arise during the course of

13     this session.

14               All in favor indicate by saying

15     aye.

16               (Aye.)

17               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

18     Those opposed?

19               (No response.)

20               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

21     ayes have it.  The motion carries.

22               And our next order of business

23     is communications, and I would ask the

24     Clerk to please read the messages from

25     the Mayor or any other communications
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 2     that he may have in his possession today.

 3               CHIEF CLERK:  From the Mayor to

 4     the President and members of the Council

 5     of the City of Philadelphia, pursuant to

 6     Sections 4-604 and 2-307 of the Home Rule

 7     Charter, I am today transmitting to the

 8     Council the recommendation of the City

 9     Planning Commission on the following

10     bills:  Council amendments to Capital

11     Program and Budget, Bill Nos. 230144 and

12     230145; and I am pleased to advise you

13     that on June 21, 2023, I signed all of

14     the bills which were passed by Council at

15     its session on June 8, 2023, except Bill

16     Nos. 230308 and 230318, which I am

17     returning without my signature, and Bill

18     No. 230319, which I am returning

19     disapproved.

20               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

21     Thank you.

22               And our next order of business

23     is the introduction of bills and

24     resolutions.  I would ask the Clerk to

25     please read the titles of the legislation
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 2     that's being offered today by our

 3     members.

 4               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 5     Phillips offers two resolutions, a

 6     privileged resolution honoring Dallas

 7     Hubert as a Hero of the 9th Council

 8     District for his laudable service to the

 9     community.

10               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

11     Today's Calendar.

12               CHIEF CLERK:  And a

13     non-privileged resolution renaming the

14     1400 block of Vernon Road, at the

15     intersection of Michener Avenue, to "John

16     F. White, Jr. Way."

17               Mr. President, Councilman

18     Phillips would like to be recognized on

19     this resolution.

20               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

21     Chair recognizes Councilman Phillips.

22               COUNCILMAN PHILLIPS:  Good

23     morning, Council President.  Good

24     morning, colleagues.  And good morning,

25     viewing public.
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 2               Today I'm introducing two

 3     resolutions.  The first one I'm

 4     introducing is to honor Dallas Hubert as

 5     a Hero of the 9th Councilmanic District

 6     for his laudable service to the

 7     community.

 8               Dallas has dedicated himself to

 9     ensuring our neighborhoods are clean,

10     avidly participating in community

11     clean-ups across our district.  In all

12     that Dallas Hubert does, he furthers the

13     progress of our city, Philadelphians who

14     through dedication and excellence

15     contribute in a meaningful way, and he's

16     an example of what that looks like to be

17     an integral part of our community and to

18     its functioning of creating wholeness to

19     our city.

20               So as the Ninth District

21     Councilmember, I am making it my business

22     to ensure that the sincerity of my

23     gratitude for Dallas Hubert's service is

24     heard loud and clear.

25               Thank you, Mr. Hubert.
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 2               He's not here today, but he'll

 3     be recognized later on.

 4               The second resolution I'm

 5     introducing is to rename the 1400 block

 6     of Vernon Road to John F. White, Jr. Way.

 7     His legacy and career has been of a

 8     fervent public servant.  He's often

 9     forgotten when we discuss Philadelphia

10     legends, but he is undoubtedly one of

11     them.

12               From being a State

13     Representative, a Ninth District City

14     Councilmember, Secretary of the

15     Department of Public Welfare, and

16     Executive Director of the Philadelphia

17     Housing Authority, to now being the

18     President and CEO of The Consortium, John

19     White, Jr. has done it all.

20               John White throughout his

21     career has taken on issues related to

22     education, juvenile justice, prison

23     reform, social welfare, and energy.

24     While in these Chambers, John White, Jr.

25     held Council's first hearing on HIV and
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 2     AIDS, and he increased awareness about

 3     fetal alcohol syndrome and spearheaded

 4     the Emergency Utility Fund, assisting

 5     Philadelphians with heating bills.

 6               Many of the programs John White

 7     began during his tenure at the Department

 8     of Public Welfare have stood the test of

 9     time.  Their enduring success of his

10     programs is a testament to White's vision

11     and dedication to improving healthcare in

12     this state.

13               For all these reasons and more,

14     I'm proud to honor John F. White, Jr. for

15     his lifetime of admirable service to the

16     City and Commonwealth.

17               Thank you, Council President,

18     and thank you, City of Philadelphia.

19                    - - -

20                 (Applause.)

21                    - - -

22               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

23     Thank you.  Councilman, I understand that

24     you were seeking a rules suspension on

25     one of the resolutions?
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 2               COUNCILMAN PHILLIPS:  I'm

 3     sorry.  Listen, thank you, Mr. President.

 4     I move that the rules of Council be

 5     suspended so as to permit consideration

 6     of this resolution at today's session of

 7     Council.

 8               (Duly seconded.)

 9               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  And

10     that is for the John White --

11               COUNCILMAN PHILLIPS:  Yes.

12               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  --

13     resolution?

14               It's been moved and properly

15     seconded.

16               All in favor indicate by saying

17     aye.

18               (Aye.)

19               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

20     Those opposed?

21               (No response.)

22               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

23     ayes have it, and that resolution is

24     approved.

25               That will be on today's Final
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 2     Passage Calendar.  The other resolution

 3     will be on the next session's Calendar.

 4               COUNCILMAN PHILLIPS:  Yes, sir.

 5               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Hold

 6     on, Mr. Decker.

 7               The Chair recognizes Councilman

 8     Johnson.

 9               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,

10     Council President.

11               I just want to also just echo

12     the sentiments and acknowledge and thank

13     my colleague for introducing the

14     resolution for a street renaming for a

15     gentleman who I always considered to be a

16     giant amongst men when it comes to

17     politics here in the City of

18     Philadelphia.  Also, as the CEO of The

19     Consortium that specifically deals with

20     those who are addicted to drugs and have

21     mental and behavioral health issues, he's

22     always been a forefront advocate and also

23     working with this body to make sure that

24     we're doing all the things possible when

25     we address the issue of trauma and
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 2     behavioral health and mental health

 3     issues when it comes to the residents

 4     here in the City of Philadelphia.

 5               So I too concur and support the

 6     introduction of the resolution supporting

 7     John White, Jr., former Councilmember,

 8     Secretary of Health here in the State of

 9     Pennsylvania, and saying good job.

10               Thank you, Council President.

11               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

12     Thank you, Councilman.

13               The Chair recognizes

14     Councilwoman Bass.

15               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you,

16     Mr. President.

17               I wanted to join my colleagues

18     as well on just recognizing former

19     Councilman and former Secretary, John

20     White, Jr., who has been -- you know, I

21     like to think of him as sort of like a

22     quiet storm in the background, playing in

23     the background, but at the same time, he

24     can really bring the thunder and the fire

25     as needed.
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 2               He has a level of experience

 3     around City government that is really

 4     unmatched, particularly in these areas.

 5     And so when I need advice or counsel, I

 6     go to seek wise counsel from John White,

 7     Jr., and he is always available and has

 8     made himself really a legend in this

 9     city.  And a lot of people just really

10     haven't recognized that over the years,

11     but I think that, Councilman Phillips,

12     you're doing a great job in recognizing a

13     former Councilman who has done a

14     tremendous amount of work for the City of

15     Philadelphia, and I'm honored to stand

16     with him on that.

17               Thank you, Mr. President.

18               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

19     Thank you, Councilwoman.

20               The Chair recognizes Councilman

21     Jones.

22               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you.

23               And, Member Phillips, that is a

24     good recognition.  I would only

25     historically submit that he was
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 2     originally from West Philadelphia, that

 3     he moved to the Northwest, and he now

 4     resides back in West Philadelphia, but we

 5     can have the street naming up in your

 6     district.

 7               Thank you, Mr. President.

 8               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

 9     Thank you, Councilman.  Thank you very

10     much.

11               Mr. Decker, please proceed.

12               I'm sorry.  The Chair

13     recognizes Councilman O'Neill.

14               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Thank you,

15     Mr. President.

16               I served with John White in

17     Council after he had been a star in

18     Harrisburg and spent a lot of time with

19     his dad, John White, Sr. as well, and

20     phenomenal family and a phenomenal guy.

21     He is a superstar in this city, has been

22     for 40 years, and it's probably the

23     easiest vote I've ever had to take.

24               Thank you.

25               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
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 2     Thank you.  Thank you, Councilman.

 3               Mr. Decker.

 4               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Thomas

 5     offers one bill and two resolutions,

 6     entitled "An ordinance providing for the

 7     submission to the qualified electors of

 8     the City of Philadelphia of the proposal

 9     set forth in a Resolution approved by

10     Council proposing an amendment to The

11     Philadelphia Home Rule Charter relating

12     to the creation of the Philadelphia

13     Prison Community Oversight Board"; and

14               A privileged resolution

15     honoring and congratulating the Champions

16     of the Week, Father Judge High School

17     baseball team, for their victory at the

18     2023 PIAA title baseball game, marking

19     the first time a Philadelphia team has

20     won a state baseball championship.

21               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

22     Thank you.

23               The Chair recognizes Councilman

24     Thomas.

25               COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Good
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 2     morning, Council President.

 3               Good morning, colleagues.  You

 4     can clearly tell I'm happy to be back.

 5               Thank you to all of my

 6     colleagues for all of your support and

 7     everything over the last month.

 8               We're here today to recognize a

 9     phenomenal historic occasion.  If you see

10     the back of City Council, that's not

11     security.  Those are actually high school

12     students who look like grown adults, and

13     at the end of the day, I just want to

14     take a moment to commend Father Judge's

15     baseball program.

16               Thank you to my colleague

17     Councilman Driscoll, who is the District

18     Councilperson who co-introduced this

19     resolution with me.  And like it was said

20     in the resolution, this is the first time

21     ever that we've seen a PIAA District 12

22     team win a state championship of

23     baseball.  This team won the Catholic

24     League Championship, they won the City

25     Championship, and the State Championship.
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 2     So they got the entire trifecta this

 3     year, 25 wins, 2 losses, 11 and 1 in the

 4     Catholic League.  And before coming into

 5     Council, I asked them, I said, well, how

 6     many of you are seniors, and over five of

 7     them, maybe close to a half dozen said

 8     that they are seniors.  And I said, well,

 9     how many of you plan on continuing your

10     academic journey after high school, and

11     all of them said that they planned on

12     doing it.

13               So if you know anything about

14     winning a championship -- I fortunately

15     do -- you never ever, ever, ever forget

16     these moments.  No matter where you go in

17     life, no matter where you matriculate to,

18     no one is ever going to take away the

19     fact that you're the first team in the

20     City of Philadelphia's history to

21     accomplish what you've accomplished.

22               So we're proud of them, and

23     let's give them a round of applause.

24                    - - -

25                 (Applause.)
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 2                    - - -

 3               COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank you,

 4     Council President.

 5               Thank you, colleagues, for

 6     supporting this.

 7               Thank you to the coaches,

 8     teachers, and athletic directors, and

 9     thank you to the parents who allowed your

10     children to represent the City of

11     Philadelphia and represent us well.

12     Thank you, everybody.

13               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

14     Thank you.

15               Awesome.  Congratulations, and

16     thank you so much, and thank you for

17     representing your city well.  Awesome

18     stuff.

19               Thank you.  That will be on

20     next session's Calendar.

21               CHIEF CLERK:  And Councilman

22     Thomas also offers a non-privileged

23     resolution proposing an amendment to The

24     Philadelphia Home Rule Charter to provide

25     for the creation of an independent Prison
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 2     Oversight Board and Office of Prison

 3     Oversight and providing for the

 4     submission of the amendment to the

 5     electors of Philadelphia.

 6               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

 7     Referred to committee.

 8               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones

 9     offers three bills and three resolutions.

10     On behalf of Council President Clarke, an

11     ordinance to amend the Philadelphia

12     Zoning Maps by changing the zoning

13     designations of certain areas of land

14     located within an area bounded by

15     Mayfield Street, 6th Street, Indiana

16     Avenue, and Marshall Street.

17               And on his own behalf,

18     Councilman Jones offers an ordinance

19     establishing a no parking regulation on

20     both sides of Forbidden Drive between

21     Bells Mill Road and Wises Mill Road; and

22               An ordinance authorizing the

23     installation of all-way stop signs at the

24     intersection of 34th Street and West

25     Allegheny Avenue.
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 2               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

 3     Those three bills will be referred to

 4     committee.

 5               Hold on, Mr. Decker.

 6               Councilman Driscoll, am I late

 7     on recognizing you?  Are you good?

 8               COUNCILMAN DRISCOLL:  I'm good,

 9     yeah.

10               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

11     Thank you.

12               Proceed, Mr. Decker.

13               CHIEF CLERK:  And a privileged

14     resolution welcoming Narendra Modi, the

15     Prime Minister of the Republic of India,

16     on the occasion of his historic Official

17     State Visit to the United States.

18               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

19     Today's Calendar.

20               CHIEF CLERK:  And a

21     non-privileged resolution calling on the

22     leadership of the City of Philadelphia,

23     as well as state and federal partners to

24     develop an anti-crime and anti-gun

25     violence summit that will create a
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 2     forward-focused solution-oriented game

 3     plan for the 100th Mayor's consideration.

 4               Mr. President, Councilman Jones

 5     would like to be recognized for a motion

 6     on this resolution.

 7               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

 8     Chair recognizes Councilman Jones.

 9               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you,

10     Mr. President.

11               Last week I recognized the

12     individual efforts of members to deal

13     with solutions to the gun violence and

14     crime problem in the City of

15     Philadelphia.  What we got from your

16     leadership was a key point person to be

17     that one entity to be able to hold

18     accountable for crime, anti-violence, gun

19     violence in the City of Philadelphia.

20     Whether it's additional appropriations by

21     my members, whether it's public policy

22     such as what do you do when the shooter

23     is with you, whether it is Kensington

24     Marshall Plan, all of those things have

25     to be thought out, worked out, not with a
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 2     sense of pointing at the problem but all

 3     of us working together pointing at the

 4     solution.

 5               You took us to different

 6     municipalities, and what we learned from

 7     that was that they could work together,

 8     break down the silos, and figure ways to

 9     make it better for the citizens.  Over

10     the summer, we hope to begin that work.

11               Many schools are getting out

12     and got out last week, but many good

13     educators, good teachers said to their

14     students, we're going to give you a

15     homework assignment so that you don't

16     fall back during the summer.  Well, this

17     is similar.

18               Over the summer, we hope to

19     work with the private sector and the

20     public sector, educational institutions,

21     universities to come up with a game plan

22     that we can present to the 100th Mayor of

23     the City of Philadelphia.

24               We'd like both of the

25     recommended nominees to sit in on it.
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 2     They don't have to comment.  They just

 3     need to listen.

 4               Thank you, Mr. President.

 5               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

 6     Thank you, Councilman.

 7               Councilman, did you want a

 8     rules suspension on that?

 9               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Yes.  I move

10     that Council of the City of Philadelphia

11     suspend the rules to allow this

12     resolution to be considered at today's

13     session of Council.

14               (Duly seconded.)

15               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

16     been moved and properly seconded.

17               All in favor of the motion.

18               (Aye.)

19               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

20     Those opposed?

21               (No response.)

22               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

23     ayes have it.  The motion carries.  That

24     will be on today's Final Passage

25     Calendar.
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 2               CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

 3     also naming the 1900 block of North 59th

 4     Street as "Joyce Abbott Way."

 5               Mr. President, Councilman Jones

 6     would like to be recognized for a motion

 7     on this resolution.

 8               COUNCILMAN JONES:  I'm really

 9     going to refrain from this, because we

10     got a long day, but Abbott Elementary is

11     on everybody's playlist on TV.  It

12     started with a real educator that we'd

13     like to dedicate a street to, and if

14     we're blessed, we will get them to come

15     out in person to dedicate the street.  I

16     think it has changed the trajectory of

17     our thinking on the value of public

18     education, on the value of the teachers

19     who provide that education.

20               So we'd like that to be

21     considered on today's Calendar as well

22     with a suspension of rules.

23               (Duly seconded.)

24               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

25     been moved and properly seconded.
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 2               All in favor indicate by saying

 3     aye.

 4               (Aye.)

 5               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

 6     Those opposed?

 7               (No response.)

 8               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

 9     ayes have it, and that will be on today's

10     Final Passage Calendar.

11               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

12     Johnson offers a privileged resolution

13     honoring and recognizing the teachers,

14     staff, and students of Chester A. Arthur

15     Elementary School for being selected as a

16     finalist for the T4 World's Best School

17     Prize.

18               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

19     Today's Calendar.

20               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

21     Gauthier offers three resolutions, a

22     privileged resolution honoring and

23     thanking Abdul-Aliy A. Muhammad, on the

24     occasion of Pride Month, for their work

25     organizing and supporting Black, Queer,
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 2     Transgender, and HIV positive (poz)

 3     Philadelphians.

 4               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

 5     Today's Calendar.

 6               CHIEF CLERK:  And a

 7     non-privileged resolution authorizing the

 8     Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority to

 9     execute and deliver to the Philadelphia

10     Land Bank deeds conveying title to 783

11     through 785 Pallas Street and 4742

12     through 4752 Upland Street.

13               Mr. President, Councilwoman

14     Gauthier would like to be recognized for

15     a motion on this resolution.

16               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

17     Chair recognizes Councilwoman Gauthier.

18               COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Thank

19     you, Council President.  I'd actually

20     like to speak on the former resolution.

21               I'd like to take a moment to

22     acknowledge the incredible work of

23     Abdul-Aliy A. Muhammad.  Abdul-Aliy is a

24     native of West Philadelphia and continues

25     to honor their roots through community
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 2     activism, collective care, and art.

 3               They founded the Black and

 4     Brown Workers Cooperative, a direct

 5     action collective that challenges,

 6     resists, and dismantles systems that

 7     oppress working-class Black and brown

 8     residents.

 9               They also participated in a

10     medication strike to protest abusive

11     workplace conditions and sexual violence

12     against staff and patients at a local

13     non-profit and served as a source of

14     support and care for the family of slain

15     transgender neighbor Dominique "Rem'mie"

16     Fells.

17               And something I've had the

18     privilege to work with Abdul-Aliy on is

19     Finding Ceremony, their initiative with

20     Dr. Lyra Monteiro to honor the remains of

21     Black and brown Philadelphians unjustly

22     used as specimens by the Penn Museum.

23               I could go on and on, but I

24     know we will hear from Abdul-Aliy

25     directly and many of their supporters and
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 2     friends during public comment.

 3               So I want to conclude by

 4     thanking Abdul-Aliy, especially for their

 5     work organizing and supporting Black,

 6     queer, transgender, and HIV-positive

 7     Philadelphians, especially those who

 8     trade sex, struggle with drug addiction,

 9     experience homelessness or are disabled.

10               At the start of Pride Month, I

11     remarked that Black and brown

12     transgender, non-binary, and gender

13     non-conforming residents experience

14     unacceptable levels of discrimination,

15     marginalization, and oppression, and that

16     we have to do much more to wrap our arms

17     around them.  I am grateful Philadelphia

18     has Abdul-Aliy working to uplift these

19     communities each and every day.

20               Please stand so that we can

21     acknowledge you.

22                    - - -

23               (Standing ovation.)

24                    - - -

25               COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  And
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 2     you'll see that their work is so

 3     impactful that half of the people in this

 4     room are here today to support

 5     Abdul-Aliy.

 6               I also want to take a moment to

 7     recognize the mother of Dominique

 8     "Rem'mie" Fells, who is here with us

 9     today.

10               Please stand.

11                    - - -

12                 (Applause.)

13                    - - -

14               COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  We

15     continue to be so sorry for your loss,

16     and I want you to know that our community

17     loves and supports you.

18               Thank you so much.

19               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

20     Thank you, Councilwoman.

21               Councilwoman, the suspension?

22     No?

23               COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Yes.

24     Sorry.  Thank you, Mr. President.  I move

25     that the rules of Council be suspended so
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 2     as to permit consideration of this

 3     resolution at today's session of Council.

 4               (Duly seconded.)

 5               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

 6     been moved and properly seconded.

 7               All in favor indicate by saying

 8     aye.

 9               (Aye.)

10               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

11     Those opposed?

12               (No response.)

13               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

14     ayes have it.  The motion carries.

15               Mr. Decker.

16               CHIEF CLERK:  And a

17     non-privileged resolution renaming the

18     1400 block of South 51st Street "Ida

19     Wilson Way."

20               Mr. President, Councilwoman

21     Gauthier would like to be recognized for

22     a motion on this resolution.

23               COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Thank

24     you, Mr. President.  I move that the

25     rules of Council be suspended so as to
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 2     permit consideration of this resolution

 3     at today's session of Council.

 4               (Duly seconded.)

 5               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

 6     been moved and properly seconded.

 7               All in favor indicate by saying

 8     aye.

 9               (Aye.)

10               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

11     Those opposed?

12               (No response.)

13               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

14     ayes have it, and that motion carries.

15     And that will be on today's Final Passage

16     Calendar.

17               Thank you.

18               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

19     O'Neill offers an ordinance authorizing

20     transfers in appropriations for Fiscal

21     Year 2024 from the Grants Revenue Fund,

22     certain or all City offices, departments,

23     boards and commissions, to the General

24     Fund, certain or all City offices,

25     departments, boards and commissions.
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 2               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

 3     Referred to committee.

 4               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 5     Squilla offers a non-privileged

 6     resolution calling upon the General

 7     Assembly of the Commonwealth of

 8     Pennsylvania to pass legislation to

 9     enable new county level investments that

10     can help to advance transit and

11     transportation projects and drive local

12     priorities.

13               Mr. President, Councilman

14     Squilla would like to be recognized for a

15     motion on this resolution.

16               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

17     Chair recognizes Councilman Squilla.

18               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you,

19     Mr. President.  I move that the rules of

20     Council be suspended as to permit

21     consideration of this resolution at

22     today's session of Council.

23               (Duly seconded.)

24               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

25     been moved and properly seconded.
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 2               All in favor indicate by saying

 3     aye.

 4               (Aye.)

 5               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

 6     Those opposed?

 7               (No response.)

 8               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

 9     ayes have it, and the motion carries.

10     That resolution will be on today's Final

11     Passage Calendar.

12               CHIEF CLERK:  There are no

13     other bills or resolutions being offered

14     today by the members, Mr. President.

15               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

16     Thank you very much.  That concludes our

17     introduction of bills and resolutions.

18               We have no reports from

19     committee today.  We will now have an

20     order of special business to reconsider

21     Bill No. 230319 and place it on the

22     Calendar.

23               A special order will be a

24     motion that Council reconsider the vote

25     on which Bill No. 210319 was passed.
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 2     This bill was passed by the Council at

 3     its June 8th, 2023 session and was

 4     returned disapproved by the Mayor at

 5     today's session of Council.

 6               Mr. Decker, please read the

 7     title of the bill.

 8               CHIEF CLERK:  Bill No. 230319,

 9     entitled "An ordinance amending Title 14

10     of The Philadelphia Code, entitled

11     'Zoning and Planning,' by revising

12     Section 14-524, entitled '/FDO, Fourth

13     District Overlay District,' to extend the

14     boundaries of certain areas."

15               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

16     Thank you.

17               At this time, the Chair

18     recognizes Councilman Jones.

19               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you so

20     much, Mr. President.  I move that Council

21     reconsider Bill No. 230319, which was

22     approved by this Council on June 8th,

23     2023.

24               (Duly seconded.)

25               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
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 2     Thank you.  All in favor let it be known

 3     by saying aye.

 4               (Aye.)

 5               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

 6     Those opposed?

 7               (No response.)

 8               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

 9     ayes have it, the motion carries, and

10     Bill No. 230319 will be placed on the end

11     of today's Calendar.

12               And our next order of business

13     is consideration of the Calendar.  There

14     being no bills on the First Reading

15     Calendar, the Chair recognizes Councilman

16     Jones for a motion concerning the

17     resolutions on the Final Passage

18     Calendar.

19               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you

20     again, Mr. President.  I move that the

21     rules of Council be suspended to permit

22     the use of a Consent Agenda for the

23     following resolutions that are on Final

24     Passage Calendars today:  Nos. 230516,

25     230517, 230518, 230519, 230520, 230521,
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 2     230522, 230524, 230525, 230528, 230529,

 3     230531, 230532, 230534, and 230536.

 4               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Can

 5     I get a second?

 6               (Duly seconded.)

 7               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

 8     Thank you.  It has been moved and

 9     seconded that the rules of Council be

10     suspended to permit the use of a Consent

11     Agenda to consider the resolutions just

12     read by Councilman Jones.

13               All in favor indicate by saying

14     aye.

15               (Aye.)

16               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

17     Those opposed?

18               (No response.)

19               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

20     ayes have it, the motion carries, and we

21     will consider the Resolution Consent

22     Agenda shortly.

23               The Chair again recognizes

24     Councilman Jones for a motion concerning

25     the bills on the Second Reading and Final
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 2     Passage Calendar.

 3               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you

 4     again, Mr. President.  I move that the

 5     rules of Council be suspended to permit

 6     the use of a Consent Agenda for the

 7     following bills that are being brought up

 8     from Second Reading to Final Passage

 9     Calendars today:  Nos. 230415, 230 --

10     2201 -- no; 230 -- wait a minute.

11     221016, 230407, 230412, 230437, 230440,

12     230442, 230443, 230446, 230447, 230448,

13     230408, 230435, 230354, 230355, 230357,

14     2306 -- no; 23060 -- 230360, 230361,

15     230362, 230413, 230414, 230277, 230307,

16     230441, and 220491.

17               (Duly seconded.)

18               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

19     Thank you.  It's been moved and properly

20     seconded that the rules of Council be

21     suspended to permit the use of a Consent

22     Agenda to consider the bills just read by

23     Councilman Jones.

24               All in favor indicate by saying

25     aye.
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 2               (Aye.)

 3               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

 4     Those opposed?

 5               (No response.)

 6               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

 7     ayes have it, the motion carries, and we

 8     will consider the Consent Agenda shortly.

 9               The Chair again recognizes

10     Councilman Jones for the purpose of

11     calling up bills and resolutions on the

12     regular Second Reading and Final Passage

13     Calendar today.

14               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you

15     again, Mr. President.  In addition to the

16     bills and resolutions on today's Consent

17     Agenda, the following bills and

18     resolutions are being brought up for

19     Second Reading and Final Passage

20     Calendars today:  230461, 230513, 230514,

21     230526, 230430, 230144, 230145, 230146,

22     230147, 230148, 230149, 230455, 230418,

23     230419, 230449, 230450, 230451, 230452,

24     230453, 230005, 230411, 230363, and

25     230454.  All other bills and resolutions
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 2     are being held.

 3               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

 4     Thank you, Councilman.

 5               Before considering the

 6     resolutions and bills today, we are going

 7     to consider the public comment.  It will

 8     go as follows:

 9               Okay.  Your public comment must

10     concern matters on the Second Reading and

11     Final Passage Calendar for possible

12     action at today's Council session.  All

13     speakers will be called based on the

14     sequence of their signing up for today.

15     Once you have signed up, you will be

16     called in the order in which your name

17     appears on the sign-up sheet.

18               Today we will ask you to alter

19     your testimony to two minutes.  We have a

20     significantly long agenda and we want to

21     make sure that people have an opportunity

22     to speak before tonight.  So please

23     adjust your testimony to reflect the

24     two-minute time limit.

25               In order to be fair, we intend
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 2     to hold faithfully to the established

 3     time limit.  And when you begin speaking,

 4     you'll see a green light on the podium.

 5     When you see green, it is your time to

 6     speak.  When you see yellow, you will

 7     have 30 seconds to conclude your remarks.

 8     And when the light turns red, we'd ask

 9     that you please conclude your remarks and

10     adhere to our guidelines.

11               I want to thank you very much

12     for your anticipated cooperation.

13               Mr. Decker, I want to ask you

14     to read the first name on the list.

15               CHIEF CLERK:  The first speaker

16     today, Mr. President, is Conlan Crosley,

17     commenting on 230534.

18               (Witness approached podium.)

19               MR. CROSLEY:  Thank you,

20     members of Council.  I am Conlan Crosley.

21     I am a former member of the Department of

22     Licenses and Inspections where I worked

23     as a construction plan review specialist

24     and building code official.  Prior to my

25     time in the Department, I worked as a
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 2     union carpenter, a construction safety

 3     officer doing construction safety audits

 4     and training since I've been an OSHA

 5     trainer for the last decade and a union

 6     carpenter for 24 years.

 7               I'm a lifelong Philadelphian, a

 8     dad, a husband, and an advocate for

 9     labor, and served in all capacities,

10     including shop steward with the United

11     States Brotherhood of Carpenters and

12     staff representative for AFSCME Local

13     2187.

14               When I was hired, I thought I

15     would refire from the Department of

16     License and Inspections, and I even

17     earned a Master's Degree in Human

18     Resources so that I could eventually take

19     a leadership role within the Department

20     when I was ready.

21               Things started to change when

22     we got new leadership and it was crystal

23     clear they had an agenda.  Dangerous

24     contractors were now referred to as

25     customers, and inspectors had targets on
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 2     their backs and were made examples of

 3     when customers were made to follow the

 4     rules.

 5               Due to my background with

 6     AFSCME, I fought with management at every

 7     turn, and things became clearly unhealthy

 8     for me.  My wife and my father asked me

 9     to seriously begin taking a new job.

10               Two years after I left the

11     Department, I won a unanimous decision I

12     had filed with the Pennsylvania Labor

13     Board in an unfair labor practice with

14     the Commonwealth.  The judge could not

15     believe the level of hubris and hostility

16     that the Department had during the

17     meetings.

18               During my tenure with the

19     Department, I came across a lot of hard

20     workers that were made up into rank and

21     file inspectors who did the important

22     work of keeping Philadelphian citizens

23     safe on a daily basis.  You never hear

24     about these tireless civil servants

25     because when they're doing their job
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 2     correctly, there aren't buildings

 3     collapsing, and poor construction

 4     activity is not in the news, meaning a

 5     lot of Philadelphians are kept safe.

 6               Life safety is always and

 7     should be a code official's primary

 8     responsibility and goal when they come to

 9     work.  However, the last few years the

10     Department has forgotten its core values

11     and has become a hostile place, and

12     punitive retaliatory behavior is the norm

13     on the 11th floor for License and

14     Inspections brass.

15               This environment has led to

16     dozens of quality inspectors to leave the

17     Department.

18               Thank you.

19               CHIEF CLERK:  The next speaker

20     is Peter Burns, commenting on 230532.

21               (Witness approached podium.)

22               MR. BURNS:  Hello.  My name is

23     Peter Burns.  I'm here to support the

24     resolution for Philadelphia Reparations

25     Task Force to study and develop
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 2     reparations proposals for Black

 3     Philadelphians, descendants of enslaved

 4     Africans in the United States.

 5               I'm a member of White Men for

 6     Racial Justice.  We are a national

 7     community with a strong presence here in

 8     greater Philadelphia.

 9               The study of reparations is

10     welcome, and its formal and concrete

11     implementation is overdue.  I support the

12     Task Force and look forward to the repair

13     and truth-telling that will result.

14               Ta-Nehisi Coates argues:  To

15     celebrate freedom and democracy while

16     forgetting America's origins in

17     slavery -- in a slavery economy is

18     patriotism a la carte.  If Americans

19     claim ownership of the celebrated aspects

20     of their past like democratic

21     institutions, they need to likewise take

22     responsibility for the negative aspects.

23               I would add that we can say two

24     seemingly unaligned things are true.

25     While I and others may believe our city
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 2     and our country as well is exceptional,

 3     then it stands to reason that status

 4     cannot go unexamined.  We can say that

 5     Philadelphia is a place of love and

 6     opportunity in so many ways, and yet at

 7     the very same time we have to work to do

 8     the -- we have to acknowledge the

 9     negative past.  In fact, by addressing

10     the harmful past of slavery and its long

11     legacy, our city becomes more whole and

12     comes together as something new and

13     better.

14               All of us are diminished by

15     false narratives and the myths we tell

16     ourselves regarding slavery and its

17     legacy.  These narratives placate those

18     who would bury the past, and they

19     continue to gaslight and hold back those

20     whose ancestors were enslaved and all who

21     still today suffer the many effects of

22     systemic injustice.

23               I'm enthusiastic that the

24     Reparations Task Force can lead to a city

25     of which I can be even more proud, and
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 2     even as I acknowledge our shared history,

 3     my or my ancestors roll in harm in my own

 4     part in reparations.

 5               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  I'm

 6     going to ask --

 7                    - - -

 8                 (Applause.)

 9                    - - -

10               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

11     Thank you.  Thank you for your testimony.

12               I'm going to ask you all to

13     please adhere to the timeline.  I'm

14     trying to let everybody get in, but we

15     really need to comply with the timeline

16     that's been established today.  Thank

17     you.

18               CHIEF CLERK:  The next speaker

19     is Makayla Coleman, commenting on 230532.

20               (Witness approached podium.)

21               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

22     morning.

23               MS. COLEMAN:  Good morning.  So

24     my name is Makayla Coleman.

25               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Go
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 2     ahead.

 3               MS. COLEMAN:  What are

 4     reparations?  By definition, reparations

 5     are the acts or process of making amends

 6     for a wrong.

 7               Reparations for the Black and

 8     brown residents of Philadelphia are past

 9     due, and not just reparations in the form

10     of money while continuing to turn a blind

11     eye to the systemic inequalities and

12     disadvantages that allow Black and brown

13     communities continue to face.

14               Not reparations that allow

15     systems that continue to characterize and

16     classify me based on the color of my

17     skin.

18               Not reparations that allow

19     systems to continue to keep people who

20     look like me mentally, physically,

21     emotionally, and spiritually broken.

22               And definitely not reparations

23     that allow systems to be built that lead

24     to shattered dreams and a loss of hope.

25               After years, decades, and
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 2     centuries of exclusions, how long will we

 3     have to experience the residual of

 4     slavery's effects, feeling disadvantaged,

 5     and when a little boy or girl asks why,

 6     the only response is given "because of

 7     the color of your skin"?

 8               Schools have taught me, us,

 9     about our history, the struggle, the

10     sadness, the pain, and the suffrage,

11     slavery.  Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,

12     Rosa Parks, Harriet Tubman, Malcolm X,

13     and that's where the psychological

14     warfare with self-acceptance of your

15     place in this world begins.

16               The fact that we were once the

17     greatest -- the world's greatest

18     influencers, and I'm not talking about

19     social media influencers, but instead I'm

20     talking about the kings, queens,

21     teachers, artists, healers, engineers,

22     and architects --

23               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

24     Leslie, let me handle it.

25               MS. COLEMAN:  How did we get
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 2     here?  Leaders like my great-grandfather,

 3     civil rights activist, George Sawyer from

 4     Savannah, Georgia, who fought for fair

 5     housing, equal employment opportunities,

 6     integrated schools, and safer

 7     neighborhoods from the late '40s until

 8     his untimely death in the late '90s, from

 9     Georgia all the way to the greater City

10     of Philadelphia, has been wiped from

11     history, buried with them.

12               So when I talk to you about

13     reparations, I'm not talking about -- I'm

14     talking about systemic and systemic

15     transformation.

16               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

17     Okay.

18               MS. COLEMAN:  Resources

19     being --

20               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

21     Ma'am, I'm going to need you to wrap it

22     up, though.

23               MS. COLEMAN:  Absolutely.

24               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  I

25     want to be fair.
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 2               MS. COLEMAN:  Absolutely.

 3               A reconstructed school system

 4     that works for everyone, equitable

 5     housing, food insecurity, job insecurity,

 6     life security.

 7               Until reparations are granted,

 8     excuse me as I continue to fight three

 9     times harder to get one-fifth of what I

10     deserve.

11               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  I

12     need you to wrap up.

13               MS. COLEMAN:  Excuse me if I'm

14     not motivated to stand for the National

15     Anthem and Pledge of Allegiance.

16               Excuse me if I sleep --

17               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

18     Ma'am, ma'am, all due respect, I can't

19     give you like five minutes and everybody

20     else gets two minutes.  All right?  So

21     please bring it to a conclusion.

22                    - - -

23                 (Applause.)

24                    - - -

25               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
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 2     Thank you.  Thank you so much for your

 3     testimony.

 4               CHIEF CLERK:  The next speaker

 5     is Richard White, commenting on 230532.

 6               (Witness approached podium.)

 7               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

 8     morning.

 9               MR. WHITE:  Good morning.

10     Thank you for introducing this

11     resolution.

12               In 1781, Catto wrote not to

13     appeal the Gradual Abolition Act of 1780.

14     In 1838, James Forten and Robert Purvis

15     wrote an appeal of the 40,000 citizens.

16     In 1865, the USCT 8th Regiment from

17     Philadelphia went to Texas to help

18     liberate those under confederate control.

19     In 1864, Octavius Catto organized and

20     attended the Equal Rights League

21     Convention.  In 1948, Richard White, Sr.

22     created the National Freedom Day.

23     Between 1954 to 1968, Raymond Pace

24     Alexander and Cecil B. Moore led protests

25     and lawsuits to desegregate Girard
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 2     College.  In 1968, State Representative

 3     David P. Richardson led the march for

 4     African Americans to study in the

 5     Philadelphia public schools.

 6               These persons, others, and

 7     communities were asking to do no harm.

 8               From 1684 through the present,

 9     the Colony of Pennsylvania and the County

10     of -- and City of Philadelphia has

11     facilitated harm on Black Philadelphians

12     by legislations and regulations.  This

13     resolution is a step in the healing of

14     Black Philadelphians.

15               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

16     Thank you.  Thank you for your testimony.

17                    - - -

18                 (Applause.)

19                    - - -

20               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  For

21     the record, if there's anyone that has

22     written testimony that may run long, you

23     can just leave it with us and we'll make

24     sure it's reflected in the record in City

25     Council formally.



Stated Meeting 06-22-2023 58 
6/22/2023 

LEXITAS  
215-504-4622

 1        6/22/23 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

 2               Mr. Decker.

 3               CHIEF CLERK:  The next speaker

 4     is Osaze McKenzie, commenting on 230532.

 5               (Witness approached podium.)

 6               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

 7     morning.

 8               MR. McKENZIE:  Good morning.

 9     My name is Osaze McKenzie and I'm here to

10     support the reparations legislation.

11               Most people associate Manayunk

12     with restaurants, bars, boutiques, but at

13     one time Manayunk was a mill town where

14     their Main Street covered in textile

15     mills through Leverington Avenue well

16     past Shurs Lane.

17               By 18th century attempts at

18     large-scale mechanism technology,

19     manufacturing is largely unsuccessful.

20     Textile mills proliferated the region in

21     the early 19th century.  England's

22     restrictions on the transfer of

23     technology to America were increasingly

24     circumvented, and numerous European

25     immigrants with expertise at textile
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 2     production settled in the region and set

 3     up factories.

 4               The invention of the cotton gin

 5     in Georgia 1793 made possible the

 6     processing of enormous amounts of raw

 7     southern cotton to be shipped to

 8     Philadelphia mills.  While the

 9     introduction of steam power and rail

10     transportation in 1820s and 1830s spurred

11     further expansion of the local textile

12     industry, industrial communities such as

13     Manayunk, Frankford had developed on the

14     strength of the early water power mills

15     became major textile centers in the

16     antebellum period, joining Germantown,

17     which had been a long locus of hand-free

18     knitting mills.

19               The truth is, slavery was a

20     national phenomena the North, including

21     Philadelphia, shared in as well.

22               Thank you.

23               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

24     Thank you for your testimony.

25                    - - -
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 2                 (Applause.)

 3                    - - -

 4               CHIEF CLERK:  The next speaker

 5     is El Ali, commenting on 230532.

 6               (Witness approached podium.)

 7               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

 8     morning.

 9               MR. ALI:  Good morning, members

10     of Council.  My name is El Ali.  I am

11     Chiricahua Apache, Eastern Cherokee, and

12     Black.

13               UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Grand

14     Rise OCO.  This is Standing Rock

15     (unintelligible), direct blood line to

16     (unintelligible.)

17               MR. ALI:  While African slavery

18     is often acknowledged as a crucial factor

19     of the development of plantation

20     agriculture in the southeastern colonies,

21     the role of American Indians at the

22     source of labor is often omitted.

23               Both before and during African

24     enslavement in the Americas, American

25     Indians were forced to be labor as



Stated Meeting 06-22-2023 61 
6/22/2023 

LEXITAS  
215-504-4622

 1        6/22/23 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

 2     slaves.  American Indian and slavery is a

 3     piece of history of slavery that has been

 4     glossed over.

 5               It is well documented that

 6     between 1492 and 1880 more than eight

 7     million American Indians were enslaved in

 8     the Americas, in addition to the

 9     12.5 million African slaves.

10               As with Africans shipped to the

11     America, Indians were transported from

12     their native communities on the East

13     Coast to labor elsewhere slaves in the

14     Caribbean Islands.

15               Instead of viewing the

16     victimization of Africans and Indians as

17     two entirely separate processes, it

18     should be compared, contrasted, and

19     treated as one.  Doing this will shed

20     more light on the consequences of

21     colonialism in the Americas.

22               The history is important,

23     because without slavery and unfree labor,

24     European colonization in the New World

25     would have been limited.  Generations of
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 2     blood descendants of American Indians who

 3     were enslaved and whose families that

 4     continue to live in the City of

 5     Philadelphia should not be excluded from

 6     the Reparations Task Force.

 7               If the Task Force seeks to

 8     address the legacy of slavery and

 9     discrimination, how can many of you walk

10     on the streets across the City that are

11     named after American Indian peoples still

12     intentionally exclude us?  And this is

13     our homeland for thousands of years.

14               Therefore, it is vital that

15     this Task Force also includes the

16     descendants of American Indians who were

17     slaves in their efforts towards true

18     reparations, acknowledging the full

19     extent of the slave trade and its impacts

20     of poverty, education, and gentrification

21     today in this city.

22               Thank you.

23               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

24     Thank you for your testimony.

25                    - - -
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 2                 (Applause.)

 3                    - - -

 4               CHIEF CLERK:  The next speaker

 5     is Eboni Gamani.

 6               (No response.)

 7               CHIEF CLERK:  Eboni Gamani.

 8               (No response.)

 9               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Next

10     name, Mr. Decker.

11               CHIEF CLERK:  Loretta Payne.

12               (No response.)

13               CHIEF CLERK:  Loretta Payne.

14               (No response.)

15               CHIEF CLERK:  Shoshanna

16     Bricklin, commenting on 230532.

17               (Witness approached podium.)

18               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

19     morning.

20               MS. BRICKLIN:  I'm handing out

21     a longer version since I'm going to be

22     cutting.

23               My name is Shoshanna Bricklin,

24     an ordained Hebrew Priestess and

25     congregant of Mishkan Shalom Synagogue in
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 2     Roxborough.  I am part of a recently

 3     formed Reparations Committee and am

 4     speaking for our committee in strong

 5     support of this resolution.

 6               Our synagogue's committee was

 7     an outgrowth of our participation in a

 8     four-day intensive training this past

 9     January co-sponsored by the Mayor's

10     Commission on Faith-Based Initiatives and

11     Interfaith Affairs entitled "Creating a

12     Culture of Reparations."  Eighty-five

13     people representing 15 area congregations

14     attended the course, with the goal that

15     they would learn and discern about

16     reparations and create congregational

17     plans for implanting this much-needed

18     antidote to systemic racism in our city

19     and country.

20               Our committee has already begun

21     to work engaging fellow congregants

22     grounded in our own religious teachings.

23     For Jews, many of whom came here as

24     immigrants in the last century, the

25     question has always been, what does this
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 2     have to do with me?  But we are guided by

 3     the teaching of Rabbi Abraham Joshua

 4     Heschel, scholar, friend, and ally of

 5     Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King.  Heschel

 6     reminds us that in a free society, some

 7     are guilty, but all are responsible.  To

 8     put it another way, how have we as white

 9     people benefited from this system as

10     complicit subjects, even if we didn't

11     enslave anyone or have businesses that

12     used materials produced by enslaved

13     labor?

14               Moving forward in our

15     congregational work, the principles

16     deeply embedded within our tradition tell

17     us, among other things, and I will cut,

18     in Deuteronomy we are told justice,

19     justice you shall pursue.

20               Rabbis of the Talmud

21     deliberated about the right thing to do

22     when we discovered that the house in

23     which we live was built on a stolen beam.

24     One rabbi argues that the entire house

25     must be torn down and the beam returned.
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 2     Another rabbi argues that it makes no

 3     sense to destroy the home, yet some form

 4     of acknowledgment and compensation is

 5     owed to the owners of the stolen beam.

 6               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

 7     Thank you.

 8               MS. BRICKLIN:  This ancient

 9     argument is relevant today.

10               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

11     Thank you.  Thank you for your testimony.

12               MS. BRICKLIN:  And I want to

13     applaud your leadership, and we are with

14     you to support you when you implement

15     this.

16               Thank you.

17               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

18     Thank you for your testimony.

19                    - - -

20                 (Applause.)

21                    - - -

22               CHIEF CLERK:  The next speaker

23     is Craig Stevens, commenting on 230532.

24               (Witness approached podium.)

25               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good
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 2     morning.

 3               MR. STEVENS:  Good morning.  My

 4     name is Craig Stevens.  I live in Mount

 5     Airy, which used to be part of

 6     Germantown, and I want to thank, first of

 7     all, Councilmembers Brooks and Gauthier

 8     for introducing this ordinance today and

 9     the Council for moving ahead and

10     supporting it.

11               I also want to honor the

12     National Coalition of Blacks for

13     Reparations in America, which has been

14     one of the more strongest committed

15     groups nationally in the last several

16     decades pushing for some consideration of

17     reparations through Congress through

18     HR-40, which now even President Biden

19     supports.  And also I want to honor

20     Rashaun Williams and Breanna Moore, who I

21     think are both here today.  You are the

22     local chapter leaders who have pushed

23     this through with the support of many

24     groups across the City.

25               I'm a member of Unitarian
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 2     Universalist in Mount Airy.  We are fully

 3     behind this legislation and hope to be

 4     supporting it across the City.  Many of

 5     us, particularly I as a white person and

 6     also a descendant of a family that

 7     enslaved hundreds, if not thousands, of

 8     people in the South, in Virginia, and

 9     even starting in Barbados, that white

10     people have a key role to play.  One is

11     to examine whatever privilege they may

12     have experienced going back to their

13     origins coming to this country, whether

14     it was poor or rich, and the comparative

15     benefits they received, even such as

16     being able to swim in a public pool

17     without harassment, acid, and other

18     things being done to prevent you, or

19     whether it's making a job advancement.

20               So I urge you to examine your

21     own consciences and see the part you can

22     play in bringing about wholeness in the

23     City.

24               Thank you.

25               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
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 2     Thank you for your testimony.

 3                    - - -

 4                 (Applause.)

 5                    - - -

 6               CHIEF CLERK:  The next speaker

 7     is Catherine Hicks.

 8               (No response.)

 9               CHIEF CLERK:  Catherine Hicks.

10               (Witness approached podium.)

11               MR. HICKS:  Good morning.

12               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

13     morning.

14               MS. HICKS:  Good morning,

15     Council President Clarke, Councilmembers,

16     staff, and visitors.  I stand before you

17     as the President of the Philadelphia

18     branch NAACP to speak on this issue of

19     great importance to our community and our

20     nation as a whole - reparations.

21               I am in support of the

22     resolution introduced by Councilmembers

23     Gauthier and Brooks authorizing the

24     creation of the Philadelphia Reparations

25     Task Force to study and develop
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 2     reparations proposals for Black

 3     Philadelphian descendant enslaved

 4     Africans in the United States.

 5               Reparations, in the simplest

 6     form, are compensation for past harms

 7     inflicted on a group of people in the

 8     case of African Americans.  Reparations

 9     would be a recognition of centuries of

10     people in case of long enslavement,

11     oppression, and discrimination that our

12     ancestors endured in this country.  The

13     NAACP believes that reparations are not

14     only necessary but are long overdue.

15               The legacy of slavery and

16     institutionalized racism continues to

17     impact our community in profound ways.

18     African Americans face higher rates of

19     poverty, unemployment, and incarceration

20     than any other group in this country.  We

21     also suffer from the effects of

22     generational wealth inequality, as our

23     ancestors were denied the ability to

24     accumulate wealth through land ownership

25     and inheritance.
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 2               The creation of this task force

 3     would supply the necessary data and

 4     information to call on our government to

 5     acknowledge the atrocities committed

 6     against African Americans and to take

 7     tangible steps towards repairing the

 8     damage that has been done.

 9               Reparations could take many

10     forms, including financial compensation,

11     land grants, and investment in education

12     and job training programs.

13               We understand that reparations

14     may be a controversial topic, but it is

15     important to recognize that this is not

16     about assigning blame for seeking

17     revenge.  It's about acknowledging the

18     past and working towards a more just and

19     equitable future for our Americans.

20               In conclusion, the NAACP urges

21     our government to seriously consider the

22     issue of reparations and to take action

23     towards rectifying the injustices of the

24     past.  We cannot move forward as a nation

25     until we have addressed the sins of our
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 2     past and take steps to make amends for

 3     our future.

 4               I applaud Councilwoman Gauthier

 5     and Brooks for establishing this

 6     resolution and ask that we vote yes to

 7     establish this task force.

 8               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

 9     Thank you.

10               MS. HICKS:  Thank you.

11               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

12     Thank you for your testimony.

13                    - - -

14                 (Applause.)

15                    - - -

16               CHIEF CLERK:  The next speaker

17     is Daniel Williams.

18               (No response.)

19               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

20     Daniel Williams?

21               (No response.)

22               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Not

23     here.  Next name.

24               CHIEF CLERK:  Monica Medina

25     McCurdy, commenting on 230448.
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 2               (Witness approached podium.)

 3               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

 4     morning.

 5               MS. McCURDY:  Good morning.

 6     Thank you, Council President and

 7     Councilmembers.  My name is Monica Medina

 8     McCurdy.  I'm Executive Director of All

 9     Together Now Pennsylvania and also

10     representing the P3 Coalition, which

11     stands for Pot Profits for Pennsylvania.

12     The Coalition includes Philadelphia

13     CannaBusiness Association, Black Dragon

14     Breakfast Club, Free My Weed Man,

15     Minorities for Medical Marijuana, and the

16     Pennsylvania Farmers Union.  We are an

17     urban and rural coalition.

18               I am also a healthcare

19     provider, a physician assistant formerly

20     working for Community Health Center in

21     North Philadelphia, and I'm a member of

22     Doctors for Cannabis Regulations.

23               The P3 Coalition is calling for

24     full equitable legalization of adult-use

25     cannabis or recreational cannabis.  We
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 2     are opposed to Bill 230448 sponsored by

 3     Councilmember O'Neill.

 4               I do not speak for the

 5     multi-state operators or MSOs who

 6     currently dominate the medical marijuana

 7     industry.  I understand they oppose this

 8     bill as well, but we oppose for different

 9     reasons.

10               The intent of the bill is

11     unclear.  Is the intent to only limit

12     current medical marijuana dispensaries to

13     District 10 and 4 from selling adult-use

14     cannabis at that location, except if they

15     obtain a zoning variance, or is the

16     intent to eventually cover any adult-use

17     cannabis business in the future in the

18     zoning requirement as well?

19               Why is a specific zoning

20     requirement for sales needed at this

21     point in time, before the state has

22     issued a law governing adult-use

23     cannabis?  Regulations can presumably

24     allay the concerns that any Councilmember

25     has by requiring adult-use cannabis
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 2     businesses to meet with community

 3     residents as part of the licensing

 4     process.

 5               We would prefer Council put

 6     forth a resolution that supports a fully

 7     legal and well regulated adult-use

 8     market.  Legalization with smart

 9     regulations will result in greater, not

10     less, public safety, including ensuring

11     children and adolescents do not access

12     the product.

13               We seek legalization, which

14     only allows independent small business

15     owners to sell adult-use cannabis within

16     the Philadelphia limits.  This is so that

17     independent and local owners, primarily

18     BIPOC owners, are able to build

19     generational wealth.

20               In conclusion, I ask that you

21     please remove that bill from the Consent

22     Agenda and vote on it separately, and

23     when you do vote, to vote no on that bill

24     until you have some more information from

25     the entire cannabis community.
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 2               Thank you.

 3               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

 4     Thank you for your testimony.

 5                    - - -

 6                 (Applause.)

 7                    - - -

 8               CHIEF CLERK:  The next speaker

 9     is Nabeelah Bey, commenting on 230532.

10               (Witness approached podium.)

11               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

12     morning.

13               MS. BEY:  Good morning.

14     Greetings.  I am Nabeelah Bey, past

15     female Chairperson around N'COBRA

16     Philadelphia Chapter.  I am also a school

17     behavioral health counselor.  I am also a

18     behavioral health and mental health

19     doctoral student, and as such, I am in

20     full support of the resolution to advance

21     the Philadelphia Reparations Task Force.

22               N'COBRA has identified five

23     areas of repair.  My major interests are

24     behavioral health and mental health

25     repair and the area called peoplehood.
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 2               The Task Force will work to

 3     develop targeted solutions for the

 4     disparities continued to be faced by the

 5     descendants of Africans enslaved in the

 6     United States, also known as DAEUS.

 7     Suggested improvement include free

 8     college education through the doctoral

 9     level, improved housing solutions,

10     fairness and actual reform and

11     rehabilitation in the just us system and

12     other remedies.

13               A few of my suggestions/demands

14     for repair are, culturally sensitive

15     mental health services need to be

16     available to all residents, conveniently

17     located, free of cost and administered by

18     African American professionals.

19               The City should waive all fees

20     and costs associated with legal name

21     changes.  This will evoke the principle

22     of Kujichagulia, self-determination, to

23     define, name, create for, and speak for

24     ourselves.  Just this seemingly small act

25     will greatly increase the self-esteem of
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 2     DAEUS people.

 3               The City should fund the

 4     acquiring of dual citizenship documents

 5     and passports for all DAEUS people who

 6     apply.  It is recommended for all DAEUS

 7     people to be a citizen of an African

 8     country that has membership in the

 9     African Continental Free Trade Area as

10     well as retaining their citizenship in

11     the land that we built free of charge.

12               I want to thank the committee

13     members who introduced the resolution.

14               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

15     Thank you.  Thank you for your testimony.

16                    - - -

17                 (Applause.)

18                    - - -

19               CHIEF CLERK:  The next speaker

20     is Robert Buscher.

21               (Witness approached podium.)

22               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

23     morning.

24               MR. BUSCHER:  Good morning.  My

25     name is Rob Buscher and I stand before
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 2     you as the President of the Japanese

 3     American Citizens League, Philadelphia

 4     Chapter, speaking in support of the

 5     Reparations Task Force.

 6               I am also -- my family was

 7     incarcerated during World War II and

 8     received reparations from the United

 9     States government.  So speaking as a

10     descendant of those who have received

11     this repair and know the power that it

12     gives, I deliver the following brief

13     statement that was unanimously approved

14     by our membership.

15               The Japanese American Citizens

16     League is the oldest and largest Asian

17     American civil rights organization in the

18     country founded in 1929.  Our local

19     chapter was established in 1947 by

20     Japanese Americans who resettled in

21     Philadelphia after experiencing the

22     forced removal and eviction from their

23     West Coast homes, forfeiture of their

24     property, and incarceration in the

25     American mass concentration camps during
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 2     World War II.

 3               JACL Philadelphia unequivocally

 4     supports N'COBRA Philadelphia and their

 5     efforts to establish a Reparations Task

 6     Force in the City of Philadelphia.  As

 7     Japanese Americans, we are no strangers

 8     to racism in this country.  Our Japanese

 9     grandparents and great-grandparents

10     emigrated to the United States in the

11     early 20th century during a time when the

12     KKK was actively lynching Asian

13     immigrants in the West Coast.

14               Beginning in 1790, Japanese

15     immigrants, along with other immigrants

16     from Asian countries, were denied the

17     right to vote and were therefore barred

18     from becoming U.S. citizens.  It was only

19     through the friendship, solidarity, and

20     allyship with African American civil

21     rights leaders the Japanese Americans and

22     other Asian American communities gained

23     the right to become naturalized citizens

24     in 1952, gained the right to move freely

25     between the United States and Asia with
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 2     the 1965 Hart-Celler Act and countless

 3     other hard-won legal victories championed

 4     by Black activist leaders.

 5               Japanese Americans are one of

 6     the few communities who have received

 7     reparations from the United States

 8     government as a result of the Civil

 9     Liberties Act of 1988.

10               In the interest of time, I'll

11     just skip ahead.

12               In support of Black

13     reparations, JACL Philadelphia recently

14     joined over 75 other Japanese American

15     progressive organizations in support of

16     the National Nikkei Reparations

17     Coalition.  Speaking as a community who's

18     deservedly obtained our own redress, we

19     do not believe that any amount of

20     reparations is capable of erasing the

21     harm, pain, or trauma that persists for

22     generations as a result of the

23     enslavement of Africans, Jim Crow, and

24     other prejudicial regulation.  However,

25     we do hope that this will open a space
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 2     for meaningful conversation and healing,

 3     as has occurred in the communities of

 4     Japanese Americans.

 5               Thank you.

 6                    - - -

 7                 (Applause.)

 8                    - - -

 9               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you

10     for your testimony.

11               Mr. Decker.

12               CHIEF CLERK:  The next speaker

13     is Zach Wilcha.

14               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Mr. Wilcha.

15               CHIEF CLERK:  Commenting on

16     230147 and 230149.

17               (Witness approached podium.)

18               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you.

19               MR. WILCHA:  Good morning,

20     Councilmembers.  I'm Zach Wilcha, CEO of

21     Independence Business Alliance, and I'm

22     here today speaking on behalf of

23     Philadelphia's LGBTQ+ business community

24     comprised of all races and ethnic

25     backgrounds, industries, and types of
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 2     entrepreneurs.

 3               The IBA serves more than 1,000

 4     professionals across 325 member

 5     businesses.  We want to thank our City

 6     Councilmembers for considering voting for

 7     an investment in small diverse businesses

 8     through reducing BIRT and wage tax and

 9     responding to the needs of our businesses

10     as we conveyed them to you.  We also want

11     to thank anyone who meaningfully listened

12     to us, even if they favored other paths

13     forward.

14               In October of 2021, we came

15     together with our local diverse chamber

16     counterparts to work collectively as a

17     community to meet the unique challenges

18     diverse business enterprises face when

19     they engage with our local economy.  With

20     the goal of economic uplift for and

21     within diverse business communities, we

22     speak with a united voice on issues where

23     we unanimously align.  Our aim is to do

24     good things for businesses and the best

25     thing for people, which we believe are
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 2     not mutually exclusive.

 3               Somewhere along the way, it

 4     became a popular notion that helping

 5     businesses cannot help our communities,

 6     but in Philadelphia, that could not be

 7     further from the truth.  After our latest

 8     survey of member businesses, we heard the

 9     voice of our constituents loud and clear.

10     The biggest hurdle to entrepreneurship in

11     Philadelphia is the cost of doing

12     business and, furthermore, that lowering

13     taxes, particularly the business-killing

14     BIRT tax, should be the top priority for

15     the budget this season if we want to

16     create a thriving business environment.

17     In fact, close to 90 percent of our

18     respondents to our survey indicated that

19     reducing it would have a positive or

20     highly positive impact on their

21     businesses.

22               These double taxes, which do

23     not occur in similarly situated cities to

24     Philadelphia, are grinding away at

25     businesses at a historical moment when
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 2     resources are thinner than ever.  More

 3     dangerous for our city's future is the

 4     fact that these taxes simply do not exist

 5     in neighboring cities and makes the

 6     prospect of moving one's business out of

 7     the City quite alluring.

 8               We applaud your aggressiveness

 9     and plans for over the next year to make

10     sure we can prioritize keeping our

11     businesses alive and thriving.

12               Overwhelmingly we heard

13     routinely positive feedback from our

14     constituents that last year's reduction

15     in BIRT taxes were essential for the

16     survival of their businesses and how we

17     can not stop now.  Our businesses said

18     that they were able to use the money they

19     saved from the BIRT tax reduction to

20     invest in their own businesses in areas

21     such as hiring, security, and

22     cleanliness.

23               We believe that reductions like

24     these are an indication from City Hall

25     that they are ready to make Philadelphia
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 2     competitive again through investment in

 3     our communities.

 4               Keeping businesses alive,

 5     sustainable, and thriving is a

 6     progressive move for the City of

 7     Philadelphia, and we appreciate your

 8     focus on this vital measure.

 9               Thank you.

10               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you

11     for your testimony.

12                    - - -

13                 (Applause.)

14                    - - -

15               COUNCILMAN JONES:  It is

16     appreciated.

17               Mr. Decker.

18               CHIEF CLERK:  The next speaker,

19     Mr. Chairman, is Khine Zaw.

20               (No response.)

21               CHIEF CLERK:  Khine Zaw.

22               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Not here.

23     Next.

24               CHIEF CLERK:  Ricki Li,

25     commenting on 230147 and 230149.
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 2               (Witness approached podium.)

 3               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you

 4     for your patience.  Please state your

 5     name and begin your testimony.

 6               MS. LI:  Hi.  How are you?  My

 7     name is Ricki Li.  I'm the owner of YD

 8     Home and other many businesses.  Here I'm

 9     trying to represent the Asian business

10     community to ask the City to consider the

11     BIRT and wage taxes for us.

12               First of all, I would really

13     like to thank -- the City of Philadelphia

14     have been many years helping us, and

15     looking back, the reason for a lot of our

16     accomplishment came from a lot of tax

17     reductions, looking at that as an

18     investment that City government is for

19     our business community.

20               For example, we have the tax

21     abatement for the real estate for the

22     last many, many years, and we have -- so

23     for many businesses and real estate

24     already benefit from it.  So now we are

25     in the era that we came from Poland.  A
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 2     lot of businesses are struggling with

 3     very high inflation, high wage costs, and

 4     also very high cost for the high crime

 5     rate.  So at this time, I really would

 6     like the City to invest in the people,

 7     who are working so hard, creating jobs

 8     and putting their own personal investment

 9     to do business in Philadelphia.  And I

10     think this time this bill is really going

11     to help us tremendously.  Just will help

12     the City of Philadelphia build it up with

13     tax abatement.

14               Thank you very much.

15               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you

16     for your testimony.

17                    - - -

18                 (Applause.)

19                    - - -

20               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Mr. Decker.

21               CHIEF CLERK:  Javier Suarez,

22     commenting on 230147 and 230149.

23               (Witness approached podium.)

24               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Please state

25     your name and begin.
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 2               MR. SUAREZ:  Good morning.  My

 3     name is Javier Suarez.  I'm the VP of

 4     Strategic Partnerships for the Greater

 5     Philadelphia Hispanic Chamber of

 6     Commerce, and I'm speaking on behalf of

 7     our President and CEO, Jennifer

 8     Rodriguez.

 9               At GPHCC, we firmly believe

10     that entrepreneurship is one of the keys

11     to solving the inequity that encumbers

12     the growth and development of poor and

13     underrepresented communities and should

14     be a priority of City government.

15               Research shows that families

16     who own a business are wealthier than

17     families who do not.  And Hispanic

18     families who own a business have four

19     times the net worth of Hispanic families

20     who do not.

21               Entrepreneurs are the backbone

22     of the U.S. economy, but here in

23     Philadelphia, entrepreneurship is on life

24     support.  We rank at the bottom of

25     comparable cities for many key indicators
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 2     of business climate, whether it is the

 3     cost of doing business, ease of doing

 4     business, or business creation.

 5               It is more expensive to do

 6     business here than in Los Angeles, San

 7     Francisco, or Washington, DC.

 8     Nevertheless, according to Pew's Economic

 9     Recovery Dashboard, small businesses in

10     Philadelphia with fewer than 50 employees

11     are creating new jobs at a higher rate

12     than the large or mid-sized companies.

13               We know that business taxes are

14     burdensome to small businesses.  In fact,

15     70 percent of small businesses surveyed

16     by the Diverse Chambers Coalition of

17     Philadelphia state that lowering crime

18     and taxes should be the top priorities

19     for the government.

20               It is false to state that

21     business tax reductions are achieved at

22     the expense of the working-class and

23     vulnerable residents.  Not only does the

24     proposed budget provide increased

25     resources for needed social services, but



Stated Meeting 06-22-2023 91 
6/22/2023 

LEXITAS  
215-504-4622

 1        6/22/23 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

 2     it should be noted that the primary

 3     beneficiaries of BIRT reductions are the

 4     locally owned and operated small

 5     businesses, the ones that cannot afford

 6     accountants to craft tax avoidance

 7     strategies.  These small businesses

 8     generate 33 percent of all jobs in the

 9     City.

10               Steady, long-term business tax

11     reductions like those proposed, together

12     with other proposed investments in

13     quality of life and improved safety, will

14     provide a significant boost to the

15     reputation of the City and as a place

16     that values and encourages

17     entrepreneurship and will encourage

18     long-term growth.

19               Thank you.

20               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you

21     for your testimony.

22               Mr. Decker, who is next to

23     testify?

24               CHIEF CLERK:  The next speaker

25     is Regina Hairston.
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 2               COUNCILMAN JONES:

 3     Ms. Hairston.

 4               (Witness approached podium.)

 5               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you.

 6     State your name for the record and please

 7     begin.

 8               MS. HAIRSTON:  Regina A.

 9     Hairston.

10               Good morning, Councilmember

11     Jones and the other Councilmembers of

12     this body.  I am Regina A. Hairston, the

13     President and CEO of the African American

14     Chamber of Commerce for Pennsylvania, New

15     Jersey, and Delaware.

16               I will not belabor the points

17     that have been stated this morning, but I

18     would like to add an additional

19     perspective.

20               This morning we heard from

21     people before me that talked about the

22     importance of reparations.  When we look

23     at Black business particularly, we are in

24     that group of needing reparations as

25     well.
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 2               This is the second largest

 3     diverse city in the United States, with

 4     44 percent of the population being

 5     represented is Black.  However, only 1.8

 6     businesses are Black per 1,000 residents.

 7     That is 44 percent Black residents, but

 8     only 1.8 are owned by Black firms in this

 9     city.

10               When we look at investment into

11     Black businesses, we know that 50 percent

12     of Black businesses do not get the

13     funding and the capital that they ask

14     for.

15               So we say to this body, you did

16     the work last year in reducing taxes.  It

17     is not about triple-down economics.  It's

18     about filling the cups of the folks who

19     need it the most, the Black and brown

20     businesses in this city.

21               What does tax reduction look

22     like for those businesses is about having

23     the capital to reinvest into their

24     businesses so that they can grow in scale

25     at the same level as their peers.
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 2               We are already behind, folks.

 3     We are already behind.  So we must put

 4     every level of government before us in

 5     order to lift up these businesses.

 6               So I thank you to Councilmember

 7     Isaiah Thomas who has pushed this bill,

 8     because our businesses deserve the same

 9     type of investment that we see for other

10     populations in this city.

11               So thank you for your time, and

12     I do support these bills.

13                    - - -

14                 (Applause.)

15                    - - -

16               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you.

17     Thank you for your testimony.

18               Mr. Decker.

19               CHIEF CLERK:  The next speaker

20     is Dan Lee.

21               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Mr. Lee.

22               CHIEF CLERK:  Commenting on

23     230144 and 230149.

24               (Witness approached podium.)

25               MR. LEE:  Hello, everyone.  My
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 2     name is Daniel Lee.  I am the owner of

 3     Farina Pasta and Noodle.  We are a small

 4     restaurant located right downtown in

 5     Center City.  I'd like to thank the

 6     Councilmembers for hearing me out, for

 7     being able to provide this testimony.

 8               I'm one of the people that this

 9     bill directly affects.  By reducing the

10     BIRT tax, the wage tax, it absolutely

11     does put money back in my pockets that

12     I'm then allowed to then go and invest

13     back into my own business.

14               I work about seven days a week.

15     I can't count the hours.  I have no clue.

16     But all of my time and all of the extra

17     money that comes back to my business or

18     comes to me goes back into the business.

19     It allows me to hire.  It allows me to

20     pay for more events, preparations.  I'm

21     able to expand my business.  And I can't

22     do that when I'm paying thousands and

23     thousands of dollars in taxes off of

24     money that I don't have, and that's

25     exactly what the BIRT tax does.  I have
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 2     to pay money based off of an estimate of

 3     what I'm assuming I'll make.  So then I

 4     have to pay that over the course of the

 5     year, which hinders me during the

 6     summertime.  It hinders me going into the

 7     fall time.

 8               So I don't want to go too deep

 9     into everything that everybody has

10     already said, but I would like to state

11     that these things directly affect people

12     like me, because I am going to build this

13     restaurant to be the next greatest

14     restaurant, and ideally I'd like to have

15     it centered here in Philly.  I want to

16     have the headquarters here in Philly.  I

17     don't want to have to move to Montgomery

18     County.  I don't want to have to move to

19     Delaware County and drive all of my

20     employees out that way.

21               But unfortunately that tends to

22     be the case when I have to make a

23     decision on where the headquarters are

24     going to be.  Do I want to stay in

25     Philadelphia where I'm going to have to
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 2     pay an additional tax on every one of my

 3     employees?  My employees are going to

 4     have to pay an additional tax just to

 5     come into the City.  They don't want to

 6     do that.  They would rather just stay out

 7     in Montgomery County.

 8               But as the way I see it,

 9     Philadelphia needs more headquarters

10     here.  And so by relieving the tax

11     burdens off of people like me, where ten

12     years down the line I'm able to create a

13     $20 million business, that does then mean

14     more taxes, more than what you would have

15     collected in BIRT.

16               Thank you.

17                    - - -

18                 (Applause.)

19                    - - -

20               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you

21     for your testimony.

22               CHIEF CLERK:  The next speaker

23     is Yvonne Gaskin, commenting on 230514.

24               (Witness approached podium.)

25               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you.
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 2     Please state your name for the record and

 3     begin your testimony.

 4               MS. GASKIN:  Hi.  My name is

 5     Yvonne Gaskin and I wanted to talk about

 6     the bill -- my name is Yvonne Gaskin and

 7     I wanted to talk about the Bill 230513,

 8     and I'm interested in talking about how

 9     it's followed in the City of

10     Philadelphia, and I started to hear

11     comments on my thinking.  And I was

12     unable to pay my PECO and my gas bill,

13     and I didn't want to ask anyone here or

14     anyone in the City of Philadelphia to pay

15     it.

16               I am unmarried.  We talked

17     about -- I mean, we heard a lot of

18     stories about slavery and things of that

19     nature.  So we already know that we

20     shouldn't be following a Black woman

21     home.  I don't feel comfortable in my

22     shower.  I don't feel comfortable combing

23     my hair.  I usually don't look like this.

24               And so I just want to stop --

25     you know, I just want to find out who is
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 2     following me around and who is reading my

 3     thinking and my ideas.  And if you could

 4     just make it stop, stop reading my ideas,

 5     stop reading my thinking so I can get up

 6     and get dressed like everyone else in

 7     here.

 8               I'm also hearing voices about

 9     not contacting a person of interest who

10     is a man.  I don't want your husband and

11     I don't want your husband to want me, but

12     I just really want people -- I just

13     really want to stop hearing the voices

14     and I just really want to stop hearing my

15     ideas.

16               Thank you.

17               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you

18     for your testimony.

19                    - - -

20                 (Applause.)

21                    - - -

22               CHIEF CLERK:  The next speaker

23     is Lynn Landes, commenting on 230432.

24               (Witness approached podium.)

25               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Good day.
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 2     Please state your name for the record and

 3     begin your testimony.

 4               MS. LANDES:  Good afternoon.

 5     My name is Lynn Landes, founder of

 6     safestreetsphilly.org.  I'm here to

 7     support Councilmember Jones' call for a

 8     summer summit about the problem of

 9     violence in the City of Philadelphia, as

10     well as Bill No. 230410 and any other

11     measures that ban safe injection sites

12     from Philadelphia as well as stop

13     enabling substance abuse in general,

14     including recreational marijuana use.

15               Increasingly, we have people

16     coming into our neighborhoods smoking

17     marijuana, which makes us involuntary

18     inhalers of a psychoactive drug.  Smoking

19     pot is not the harmless activity many

20     people believe it to be, and I strongly

21     recommend Alex Berenson's book Tell Your

22     Children for an in-depth look at the

23     history and harm of marijuana use.

24               We should also be looking at

25     what other toxins are in our environment
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 2     that may be contributing to mental

 3     illness and criminal behavior.  These

 4     toxins are in our air, water, soil,

 5     consumer products, and medicines,

 6     including wireless technology and LED

 7     lights.  We are all living in a toxic

 8     cocktail, but young children are

 9     particularly susceptible.

10               That said, City Council should

11     send a loud and clear message that its

12     laws will be enforced by the Police and

13     the District Attorney, and if not, City

14     Council should take these government

15     agencies to court to compel enforcement.

16               And, lastly, we need to rebuild

17     our local businesses, industry, and farms

18     so that we are locally self-reliant as

19     possible.  Most people, particularly our

20     youth, are entirely disconnected from

21     reality because we import most of our

22     goods and services, which also leaves

23     many of our citizens with nothing of

24     substance to do.  We must turn that

25     around and take charge of our own destiny
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 2     and well-being.

 3               Thank you.

 4               CHIEF CLERK:  Thank you for

 5     your testimony.

 6               The next speaker is Jacqueline

 7     Wiggins.

 8               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you

 9     for your testimony.

10               (Witness approached podium.)

11               CHIEF CLERK:  Commenting on

12     230532.

13               MS. WIGGINS:  Good afternoon --

14               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Good

15     afternoon.

16               MS. WIGGINS:  -- City Council,

17     N'COBRA leadership, City of Philadelphia

18     residents, and families.  My name is

19     Jacqueline Wiggins.  I'm a senior

20     citizen, resident, and a member of

21     N'COBRA.  I'm testifying in support of

22     Resolution 230532, and I appreciate the

23     work of Councilmembers Gauthier and

24     Brooks and others before.

25               I am fourth generation removed
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 2     from enslavement.  My great-grandfather,

 3     Papa Isaac Brown, was born in 1835 and

 4     was enslaved on the Moon Plantation in

 5     Newberry, South Carolina.  I know he and

 6     our descendants and all descendants of

 7     the Maafa, the Holocaust that happened in

 8     this country, want this resolution voted

 9     on in the affirmative and all others put

10     forth nationwide because of its past --

11     it is past time for this study to have

12     happened.

13               Please cast your vote in the

14     affirmative, Councilmembers, but ensure

15     that there is the mandatory

16     accountability and the just and ethical

17     monitoring and enforcement, enforcement

18     of the study's results.  Our descendants

19     demand nothing less.  The damage must be

20     repaired.

21               And I'd like to add that we

22     lost a mighty giant to the City, state,

23     and country, Mr. Charles Blockson, this

24     week.  He will be missed but never

25     forgotten for the critical role he did in
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 2     lifting the contributions of African

 3     Americans in Philadelphia, this state,

 4     and the country.

 5               Thank you.

 6                    - - -

 7                 (Applause.)

 8                    - - -

 9               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you so

10     much for your testimony.

11               CHIEF CLERK:  The next speaker

12     is Lore Blumenthal.

13               (Witnesses approached podium.)

14               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you

15     for your patience.  Please state your

16     name for the record and begin.

17               MS. BLUMENTHAL:  Hi.  My name

18     is Lore Blumenthal.

19               You are so loved.  It's really

20     intimidating to speak on you, because you

21     are the best writer I know.

22               It is an extreme privilege to

23     stand with and honor Abdul-Aliy Muhammad

24     every single day.

25               Right now I want to speak about
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 2     their friendship.  They show up actively

 3     in friendship.  They have expanded the

 4     definition of holding space and care for

 5     me.  In every interaction, I have known

 6     them to radiate kindness, thoughtfulness,

 7     and sincerity.

 8               I am sure many others here in

 9     the room have gotten a call from them

10     checking up on us when we know that

11     they've got a lot to handle and they

12     don't need to be extending themselves

13     anymore.  They keep showing up for the

14     survival of vulnerable populations and

15     for the peace of those unalive.

16               I have never known someone to

17     respect human life the way that they do.

18     Abdul-Aliy does the work that wouldn't

19     need to be done if resources were

20     distributed equitably and environment

21     systems of oppression didn't exist.

22               In the face of injustice, they

23     refuse to be quiet or still.  They change

24     hearts, systems, and eliminate pathways

25     forward.
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 2               It is an honor to see you, all

 3     parts of you, the shiny and the rough,

 4     whatever you're willing to share.  I am

 5     grateful for the artist, the poet, the

 6     journalist, the doula, the community

 7     builder, and the friend that you are.  I

 8     love you.

 9                    - - -

10                 (Applause.)

11                    - - -

12               CHIEF CLERK:  The next speaker

13     is Charlyn Griffith-Oro.

14               (Witness approached podium.)

15               MR. MAURICE:  Hello.  My name

16     is Dennis Maurice.  I'm speaking on

17     behalf of Charlyn.

18               I welcome -- and I'm reading

19     her words on behalf of the citation for

20     Abdul-Aliy Muhammad.

21               I welcome everyone in their

22     seats to whisper or say aloud a

23     benevolent Black indigenous ancestor's

24     name, as we are only here thanks to the

25     remarkable spirit of our Black indigenous
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 2     forebears.  I especially must offer up

 3     the name of Abdul-Aliy's mother, Mama

 4     Melody Beverly, as she is proud of you

 5     today and every day in your life.

 6               My name is Charlyn Magdalene

 7     Griffith-Oro and I am honored to offer

 8     comment today on the beloved child of

 9     Philadelphia, Abdul-Aliy Muhammad.

10               I say for the public record

11     today that your citation is about the

12     depth and breadth of your imagination,

13     faith, and your brave heart.  The manner

14     in which you exhibit love for this place

15     and its people is fierce.  This citation

16     is an acknowledgment of your ability to

17     dream of a city and a world that will

18     exist after the destruction of white

19     supremacy and capitalism.

20               For public record today, I say

21     that with all of us here, it must be

22     actualized.  Abdul-Aliy, the way you hold

23     this possibility inspires people in every

24     single industry that the City relies on.

25     Your ideas and the language that you
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 2     shape are present in the stories,

 3     programs, and work of local journalists,

 4     politicians, and educators and activists.

 5               I urge this body today to take

 6     Abdul-Aliy's name into the world with

 7     respect, giving them the credit they

 8     deserve for such inspiration and insight.

 9               Thank you.

10               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

11     Thank you for your testimony.

12                    - - -

13                 (Applause.)

14                    - - -

15               CHIEF CLERK:  The next speaker

16     is Irit Reinheimer.

17               (Witness approached podium.)

18               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

19     morning.

20               MR. MILLER:  Good morning.  My

21     name is Antoine Miller.  I'm reading a

22     statement from Irit, who had to step out,

23     in support of Abdul-Aliy.

24               I've known Abdul-Aliy for many

25     years now.  We first met around 2015 or
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 2     '16 when we worked together as board

 3     members of Mariposa Food Co-op, and we

 4     built a friendship since then.

 5               Abdul-Aliy has always deeply

 6     committed to their communities.  They

 7     have worked from within organizations and

 8     outside of them, always inviting us to do

 9     better and to build toward justice and to

10     repair the harm that's been caused.  They

11     asked us to care for one another.

12               Abdul-Aliy has done this

13     through their journalism, creative

14     writing, organizing, art, protests, acts

15     of solidarity, advocacy, and friendship.

16     They use all the tools they have access

17     to, knowing that there are different

18     tools necessary for different jobs.

19               This ability to do this, all

20     with love, is their gift to all of us.

21     I'm so glad we have the opportunity today

22     to honor their work, their care, their

23     voice, and their love for their

24     communities through this resolution.

25               Thank you.



Stated Meeting 06-22-2023 110 
6/22/2023 

LEXITAS  
215-504-4622

 1        6/22/23 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

 2               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

 3     Thank you.  Thank you for your testimony.

 4                    - - -

 5                 (Applause.)

 6                    - - -

 7               CHIEF CLERK:  The next speaker

 8     is Jake Nussbaum.

 9               (Witness approached podium.)

10               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

11     afternoon.

12               MR. NUSSBAUM:  Good morning.

13     My name is Jake Nussbaum and I'm here to

14     support my friend, Abdul-Aliy.

15               First, I want to extend my

16     deepest gratitude to them for all of the

17     work they've done, the sacrifices they've

18     made for this city, for all of the people

19     of this city.

20               I've been working with

21     Abdul-Aliy for many years on issues

22     regarding human remains in museums and

23     really people's ancestors being held in

24     museums in Philadelphia.  I've seen the

25     sacrifices they have made, the harm they
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 2     have endured in order to return ancestral

 3     remains to their communities and care for

 4     those who were not extended care in their

 5     after lives.  This is care work on the

 6     deepest level that I know it takes a

 7     tremendous toll on Abdul-Aliy.

 8               They have done so much to bring

 9     this issue into the public and to bring

10     ancestors home.  It is often thankless

11     work.  So this is such a beautiful

12     opportunity just to say thank you.

13               But also I know, because they

14     told me before I came up here, that they

15     would want me to bring this issue to the

16     Council as well of stolen remains in

17     museums.  So while it is beautiful to

18     honor Abdul-Aliy's sacrifices, it can't

19     stop here.  The museums of Philadelphia

20     are filled with the remains of Black

21     indigenous people of color, poor people,

22     disabled people who are desecrated in

23     death and robbed from their resting

24     places.  I call on the Council to

25     prioritize this issue and to protect
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 2     those folks, like Abdul-Aliy who put

 3     themselves in harm's way to bring this

 4     issue to the light and to bring these

 5     ancestors home.

 6               We've heard a lot today about

 7     reparations, and I want you to consider

 8     the importance of returning the remains

 9     of ancestors in that process of

10     reparations.

11               So just a big thank you and

12     deep gratitude to Abdul-Aliy for the work

13     you've done on this issue.

14               Thank you.

15               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

16     Thank you for your testimony.

17                    - - -

18                 (Applause.)

19                    - - -

20               CHIEF CLERK:  The next speaker

21     is Tonya Sears.

22               (Witnesses approached podium.)

23               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

24     afternoon.

25               MS. SEARS:  Good afternoon.  My
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 2     name is Tonya Sears.  I am the cousin of

 3     Abdul-Aliy, and I just want to say that I

 4     love you.  I need to say this publicly.

 5     I appreciate you for sacrificing yourself

 6     for those who cannot speak for

 7     themselves, for those who do not know how

 8     to speak out for themselves to have

 9     change.  And your mother is so proud of

10     you and all our family members that have

11     gone on are proud of you and those that

12     are here now are proud of you, and we

13     support you in everything that you do.

14               MS. MONTEIRO:  And I'm Lyra

15     Monteiro, and I have a few words to say

16     as well.

17               I'm a collaborator with

18     Abdul-Aliy in the work of Finding

19     Ceremony in which we have been trying to

20     bring back descendant communities and

21     descendant control over the remains that

22     are kept incarcerated in Philadelphia's

23     museums, including the Penn Museum.

24               And I need to say that as --

25     I'm a professor of history of American
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 2     studies and of Africana studies at

 3     Rutgers University Newark, and I need to

 4     put this in perspective the work of

 5     Abdul-Aliy, who is an incredible human.

 6               This city created the problems

 7     we are dealing with now that Abdul-Aliy

 8     is trying to resolve.  The bodies of

 9     people who had to live in the almshouse

10     because they could not provide for

11     themselves were given to doctors by the

12     City.  The City's almshouse gave these

13     people's bodies to doctors, and those

14     bodies are now in museums in the City.

15               It is entirely appropriate then

16     that this honor is coming now to someone

17     who is continuing to do this work, but I

18     also need to see that backed up by the

19     government of this city.

20               Additionally, I need to put

21     this in perspective from the perspective

22     of international work.  These kinds of

23     projects are being undertaken throughout

24     the world, and Abdul-Aliy Muhammad had

25     made possible what is happening here that
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 2     is unique, that is individual, and what

 3     we can possibly achieve here in terms of

 4     returning people to their families is

 5     being watched by the entire world.

 6               So, again, I am very glad that

 7     the City is honoring this person who is

 8     bringing the world's attention to

 9     Philadelphia here.

10               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

11     Thank you.  Thank you for your testimony.

12                    - - -

13                 (Applause.)

14                    - - -

15               CHIEF CLERK:  The next speaker

16     is David Robinson.

17               (No response.)

18               CHIEF CLERK:  David Robinson.

19               (No response.)

20               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Next

21     speaker.

22               CHIEF CLERK:  The next speaker

23     is Adam Nagel.

24               (Witness approached podium.)

25               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good
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 2     afternoon.

 3               MR. NAGEL:  Good afternoon,

 4     Council President, members of Council.

 5     My name is Adam Nagel and I serve as

 6     Director of Government Affairs for Penn

 7     Future, a statewide environmental

 8     advocacy non-profit, here today to give

 9     remarks in support of Resolution No.

10     230514.

11               This resolution reflects the

12     pressing need for relief sought by so

13     many Philadelphians who are struggling to

14     make ends meet in the face of rising

15     utility costs.  As the resolution makes

16     clear, residents are facing higher costs

17     for water, electric, and heating and

18     cooling, and also urges the responsible

19     utilities to chart a new sustainable

20     course of action to reduce costs.

21               Over the past year, Penn Future

22     has aggressively advocated for the Water

23     Department and the Kenney Administration

24     to pursue a new path that does not rely

25     solely on ratepayers to fund the
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 2     Department's operations.

 3               We opposed the Department's

 4     rate increase and called for the City to

 5     invest available federal funds to support

 6     capital improvements and relieve some of

 7     the need to finance these projects

 8     through debt service.

 9               But we also understand that the

10     Department is facing increasing costs on

11     its own.  In a hearing before the

12     Committee on Transportation and Public

13     Utilities, Commissioner Hayman stated

14     that the cost of electricity and gas is

15     projected to increase for the Department

16     by 11 percent and 19 percent,

17     respectively.

18               This brings us to the larger

19     question facing Philadelphia and every

20     municipality across the country as we

21     grapple with the combined impact of

22     rising utility costs and the growing

23     threat of the climate change:  How will

24     we power our buildings?

25               City Council has asserted its
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 2     role in this critical conversation

 3     through legislation related to improving

 4     efficiency performance standards and

 5     supporting initiatives like the

 6     Philadelphia Energy Authority's Built to

 7     Last program.  Efforts like these will

 8     continue to improve energy efficiency and

 9     promote sustainability in Philadelphia's

10     built environment.

11               However, there is much more

12     work to be done.  Rising energy costs

13     confirm that fossil fuels are

14     increasingly expensive.  We also know

15     that from our experience during winter

16     storm Elliott, that they are increasingly

17     unreliable sources of energy when we need

18     them the most.  As temperatures dropped,

19     forced outages increased exponentially,

20     leaving many to wonder whether they would

21     have electricity and heat at a critical

22     time.

23               Municipalities across the

24     country are moving forward with ambitious

25     plans to prepare for a clean energy
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 2     future, and Philadelphia must do the

 3     same.  We must continue to rebuild our

 4     aging infrastructure through programs

 5     like Built to Last.  We must accelerate

 6     efforts to bring renewable energy to

 7     municipal buildings.  City Council should

 8     examine efforts within the Water

 9     Department to reduce emissions and

10     utilize renewable energy.

11               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  If

12     you can wrap it up.  You can submit your

13     testimony, if you'd like.

14               MR. NAGEL:  Thank you, Council

15     President.

16               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

17     Thank you.

18               CHIEF CLERK:  The next speaker

19     is Meeka Outlaw, commenting on 230408.

20               (Witness approached podium.)

21               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

22     afternoon.

23               MS. OUTLAW:  Good afternoon.

24     My name is Meeka Outlaw.

25               Good afternoon, Councilman
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 2     Johnson and City Councilmembers.  I'm

 3     here in support of 230408.  I come before

 4     you not as the President of ROAD or as a

 5     City-accepted RCO head.  I come to you as

 6     a resident of Grays Ferry who has lived

 7     in this area for 44 years.  That's all of

 8     my life.  The only time I ever left was

 9     when I went to college.

10               Now I'm going to tell you a

11     quick story about a broken promise that

12     the City forgot but a community

13     remembered.

14               Years ago there was another

15     neighborhood in Grays Ferry, a community

16     where people called it home.  As the

17     story goes, the City offered and told the

18     families, let us fix your houses and you

19     will be able to move back into brand new

20     homes.  That neighborhood is now home to

21     Fresh Grocer, McDonald's, and other

22     commercial businesses.

23               Those kids who lived in that

24     neighborhood are now grown with

25     grand-kids, no longer waiting on that
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 2     promise of returning home.

 3               For as long as I can remember,

 4     Grays Ferry has always been overlooked

 5     and stood in the shadow of other areas,

 6     but we are not shadow dwellers.  If you

 7     Google Grays Ferry, racism will pop up

 8     and its long history, and we know that

 9     and as with any bad, there is good.

10               With the gentrification

11     happening, I hardly recognize my

12     neighborhood, but facets of it are still

13     strong.  This project that Longfellow is

14     proposing is an opportunity for long-time

15     residents and new residents to have

16     training, jobs, economic development, and

17     most of all partnerships, real

18     partnerships, not someone deciding what

19     they think is best for Grays Ferry but

20     instead asking what is it that Grays

21     Ferry needs and what can we do to help.

22               For the past few weeks, that's

23     what we've been working on with

24     Longfellow.  Is it the best agreement?  I

25     do not know, but what I do know is that
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 2     it's an opportunity and a chance for more

 3     in a neighborhood that was never

 4     forgotten by its residents.

 5               For all that I've said, I ask

 6     you to support this project.

 7               Thank you.

 8                    - - -

 9                 (Applause.)

10                    - - -

11               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

12     Thank you for your testimony.  We

13     appreciate it.

14               CHIEF CLERK:  The next speaker

15     is Khaleef Alexander, commenting on

16     230411.

17               (Witness approached podium.)

18               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

19     afternoon.

20               MR. ALEXANDER:  Good afternoon.

21     I am going to testify on 230532 instead.

22               So first things first, my name

23     is Khaleef Alexander.  I go by Khaleef

24     the Reparationist.

25               I want to thank this body for
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 2     introducing the reparations bill and also

 3     for, you know, doing something for Black

 4     Americans.  We've been reaching out to

 5     people for about three years now to try

 6     to get people involved in the reparations

 7     movement, rather it be organizations,

 8     politicians, different things of that

 9     nature, and I'm just happy that we're

10     seeing something finally happen.

11               Back in 2020, the Mayors

12     Organized for Reparations and Equity

13     forum, they were created by Eric

14     Garcetti, the former Mayor of LA.  Over

15     50 mayors nationwide, they signed on to

16     this, including our own, Mayor Jim

17     Kenney.  Yet we haven't heard or seen

18     anything about this.

19               However, you know, I want

20     people today to get familiar with the

21     term "lineage-based reparations."  Now,

22     what is that?  That is a term that was

23     coined by the likes of Dr. Claud

24     Anderson.  Dr. Claud Anderson, for many

25     of those who don't know, he served on
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 2     President Jimmy Carter's cabinet back in

 3     the 1970s.

 4               Now, I'm saying this because

 5     Dr. Claud Anderson testified at Congress

 6     over 20 years ago stating that if Black

 7     Americans don't get reparations, we're

 8     going to go down.

 9               Look what we're seeing in Black

10     America today.  In fact, look what we're

11     seeing in Black Philadelphia today.

12     We're seeing genocide, homicide, and all

13     types of craziness at the highest levels

14     that many people have seen.

15               So I say this to everyone

16     listening today:  We must make sure that

17     this reparations bill passes, but we have

18     to make sure that reparations is lineage

19     based and it focuses on specifics,

20     because when we deal with groups of

21     people in politics, we make sure that we

22     get it right.  When we're focusing on

23     Black Americans, we have to make sure

24     that we get it right, and we have to

25     focus on the lineage qualifications.
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 2     Race-based policies are deemed as

 3     unconstitutional, which we know.

 4               So I leave off with this:  If

 5     you support reparations, just say on

 6     three with me.  One, two, three,

 7     reparations now.

 8               One, two, three, reparations

 9     now.  Reparations now.

10               Thank you.

11               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

12     Thank you for your testimony.  We

13     appreciate it.

14               CHIEF CLERK:  The next speaker

15     is Brenda Moore, commenting on 230411.

16               (Witness approached podium.)

17               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

18     afternoon.

19               MS. MOORE:  Good morning.  It's

20     actually Breanna Moore, and I'll be

21     speaking in support of the resolution to

22     establish a Reparations Task Force in

23     Philadelphia.

24               I want to express appreciation

25     to Councilmember Jamie Gauthier and



Stated Meeting 06-22-2023 126 
6/22/2023 

LEXITAS  
215-504-4622

 1        6/22/23 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

 2     Brooks for introducing this resolution.

 3     I would like to express appreciation to

 4     my elder as well as the youth and my

 5     peers who have spoke so thoroughly today

 6     in your public comment.

 7               I'm going to keep it short, but

 8     I really just want to reflect on the

 9     young woman who spoke maybe about

10     15 minutes ago.  I see her as

11     representing the root of reparations,

12     which is repair.  She came here, and that

13     was a cry to the City for help.

14               So often we ignore people,

15     especially Black people who need this

16     repair.  We go on about business as usual

17     and continue to do that.  Like my friend

18     just said, we are in dire need right now.

19     We are living in chaos.  We're dealing

20     with a shooting every week, a school

21     shooting, gun violence.  We get alerts

22     that you can't drink the water.  You get

23     another alert you can drink the water.

24     You get an alert you got to wear a mask

25     because the smoke pollution coming from
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 2     Canada.  We are dealing with so much.

 3     There is no reason why the City Council

 4     should not pass this resolution today.

 5               And I'm going to end by saying

 6     there is already a law on the books in

 7     Philadelphia that was passed in these

 8     Chambers in 2005.  It's called the

 9     Slavery Era Business/Corporate Insurance

10     Disclosure Law.  This law requires

11     financial depositories that are doing

12     business with the City of Philadelphia to

13     research their history to see if they

14     have profited from slavery in the slave

15     trade in any way, and if they have, they

16     have to make financial reparations.

17               This law is not being enforced.

18     No financial depository has fulfilled

19     this requirement, yet they're still

20     continuing to do business with the City.

21     It needs to be enforced.  Y'all need to

22     check the Procurement Department, the

23     Treasurer Department, and the Law

24     Department.

25               Thank you.
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 2               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

 3     Thank you.  Thank you for your testimony.

 4                    - - -

 5                 (Applause.)

 6                    - - -

 7               CHIEF CLERK:  The final speaker

 8     is Ogbonna Hagins, commenting on 230448.

 9               (Witness approached podium.)

10               MR. HAGINS:  Good morning,

11     everyone.

12               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

13     afternoon.

14               MR. HAGINS:  My name is Ogbonna

15     Hagins.

16               In reality, the impact of this

17     bill could be felt statewide when

18     adult-use cannabis is legal.

19               As many of you know, I have

20     spoken in regards to reparations for the

21     past year.  In Evanston, Illinois, its

22     revenues from legal cannabis actually

23     benefited American Freedmen, a/k/a Afro

24     Americans, towards their home values and

25     renovations of homes.
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 2               As you may know too, I was the

 3     only reparations candidate running for

 4     City Council, and I am extremely happy

 5     that one of my main platform planks to

 6     form a Reparations Task Force will

 7     actually come into fruition.

 8               I am actually obviously in

 9     favor of this Task Force, but the

10     language has to be amended to reflect who

11     are actually entitled to reparations.

12     Only the American Freedmen are to receive

13     reparations.  American Freedmen are known

14     as Afro Americans, African Americans,

15     Black Americans, et cetera, et cetera.

16               American Freedman is a

17     race-neutral, lineage-based designation.

18     Without using the proper language, it

19     will undermine the justice claims for

20     reparations and economic repair.

21               Thank you.

22               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

23     Thank you for your testimony.  Appreciate

24     it.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  There are no



Stated Meeting 06-22-2023 130 
6/22/2023 

LEXITAS  
215-504-4622

 1  6/22/23 - STATED - RESOLUTION CONSENT AGENDA

 2     other speakers on the public comment

 3     list, Mr. President.

 4               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

 5     Thank you very much.

 6               That concludes our public

 7     comment session for today.  Thank you.

 8               We will now consider today's

 9     Resolution Consent Agenda.

10               I would ask Mr. Decker to

11     please read the titles of all the

12     resolutions on the Consent Agenda.  After

13     each title is read, any member may object

14     to the inclusion of the resolution on the

15     Resolution Consent Agenda.  Upon such an

16     objection, without debate, that

17     resolution will be immediately removed

18     from the Resolution Consent Agenda and

19     placed on today's regular Final Passage

20     Calendar.

21               Mr. Decker, will you please now

22     read the titles of the resolutions on the

23     Resolution Consent Agenda.

24               CHIEF CLERK:  Resolution No.

25     230516, entitled a "Resolution
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 2     authorizing the Philadelphia

 3     Redevelopment Authority to execute and

 4     deliver to the Philadelphia Land Bank

 5     deeds conveying title to 3107 Cecil B.

 6     Moore Avenue and 2401 North Thirty-second

 7     Street, located in the Fifth Councilmanic

 8     District"; and

 9               Resolution No. 230517, entitled

10     a "Resolution authorizing the

11     Commissioner of Public Property to

12     execute and deliver to the Philadelphia

13     Redevelopment Authority deeds conveying

14     fee simple title to 2903 Cecil B. Moore

15     Avenue, 2907 Cecil B. Moore Avenue, 2925

16     Cecil B. Moore Avenue, and 1631 North

17     Bailey Street in the Fifth Councilmanic

18     District"; and

19               Resolution No. 230518, entitled

20     a "Resolution approving the Lease

21     Amendment, Assignment and Assumption

22     Agreement of the Philadelphia

23     Redevelopment Authority for the

24     redevelopment and urban renewal of a

25     portion of the Center City Redevelopment
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 2     Area, identified as a portion of 2025

 3     through 29 Chestnut Street, including

 4     floors four through seven and a portion

 5     of the first floor"; and

 6               Resolution No. 230519, entitled

 7     a "Resolution authorizing the

 8     Philadelphia Land Bank to dispose of 1217

 9     Pennock Street located in the 5th

10     Councilman District"; and

11               Resolution No. 230520, entitled

12     a "Resolution authorizing the

13     Philadelphia Land Bank to dispose of 815

14     West Firth Street located in the 5th

15     Councilmanic District"; and

16               Resolution No. 230521, entitled

17     a "Resolution authorizing the

18     Philadelphia Land Bank to dispose of 1625

19     through 41 North 10th Street located in

20     the 5th Councilmanic District"; and

21               Resolution No. 230522, entitled

22     a "Resolution rescinding the

23     authorization granted to the Philadelphia

24     Land Bank by Resolution No. 220749,

25     adopted by City Council on September 29,
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 2     2022, to dispose of 1426 through 32 North

 3     27th Street, located in the 5th

 4     Councilmanic District"; and

 5               Resolution No. 230524, entitled

 6     a "Resolution also naming the 5600 block

 7     of West Girard Avenue as 'Reverend James

 8     S. Allen Way', in honor of Reverend James

 9     S. Allen, Sr., to commemorate his

10     thirty-seven years of preaching at the

11     Vine Memorial Baptist Church"; and

12               Resolution No. 230525, entitled

13     a "Resolution calling on the City of

14     Philadelphia to modernize intermodal

15     high-level communications to reestablish

16     an effort to ensure Philadelphia can

17     actively and efficiently respond to a

18     crisis"; and

19               Resolution No. 230528, entitled

20     a "Resolution calling on the United

21     States Congress to pass the Resources for

22     Victims of Gun Violence Act, sponsored by

23     Senator Bob Casey and Congressman Dwight

24     Evans, and to ensure that victims and

25     co-victims of gun violence have access to
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 2     resources and support necessary to

 3     recover from the impacts of gun

 4     violence"; and

 5               Resolution No. 230529, entitled

 6     a "Resolution authorizing the

 7     Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority to

 8     execute and deliver to the Philadelphia

 9     Land Bank deeds conveying title to 1702

10     North Third Street and 2303 North

11     Lawrence Street located in the Seventh

12     Councilmanic District"; and

13               Resolution No. 230531, entitled

14     a "Resolution renaming the 300 block of

15     North Holly Street 'Winnie Harris Way',

16     in honor of the life and legacy of

17     community activist and environmental

18     advocate Winnie Harris"; and

19               Resolution No. 230532, entitled

20     a "Resolution authorizing the creation of

21     the Philadelphia Reparations Task Force

22     to study and develop reparations

23     proposals for Black Philadelphia

24     Descendants of Enslaved Africans in the

25     United States"; and
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 2               Resolution No. 230534, entitled

 3     a "Resolution authorizing, in conjunction

 4     with the City Labor Department and the

 5     Office of the Mayor, a 'Joint Task Force

 6     on Regulatory Reform' to reexamine the

 7     role and mission of the Philadelphia

 8     Department of Licenses and Inspections,

 9     and its enforcement of the 'Philadelphia

10     Building Construction and Occupancy

11     Code,' the 'Regulation of Businesses,

12     Trades and Professions,' and departmental

13     regulations of businesses, trades, and

14     professions; to recommend revisions to

15     the Code"; and

16               Resolution No. 230536, entitled

17     a "Resolution authorizing the

18     Philadelphia Land Bank to dispose of 372

19     and 702 Cantrell Street; 613, 625 and 723

20     Mercy Street; 737 Tree Street; 535, 537

21     and 602 Winton Street located in the 1st

22     Councilmanic Districts, all under certain

23     terms and conditions."

24               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

25     Thank you, Mr. Decker.
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 2               The Chair recognizes Councilman

 3     Jones for a motion to adopt each of the

 4     resolutions on the Resolution Consent

 5     Agenda.

 6               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you,

 7     Mr. President.  I move for the adoption

 8     of each of the resolutions on today's

 9     Resolution Consent Agenda.

10               (Duly seconded.)

11               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

12     Thank you.  It has been moved and

13     seconded that each of the resolutions on

14     the Resolution Consent Agenda be adopted.

15               All in favor indicate by saying

16     aye.

17               (Aye.)

18               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

19     Those opposed?

20               (No response.)

21               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

22     ayes have it, and each of the resolutions

23     on the Resolution Consent Agenda has been

24     adopted.

25               We will now consider today's
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 2     Bill Consent Agenda.

 3               I would ask the Clerk to read

 4     the title of all the bills on the Consent

 5     Agenda.  After each bill is read, any

 6     member may object to the inclusion of the

 7     bill on the Bill Consent Agenda.  Upon

 8     such an objection, without debate, it

 9     will be immediately removed and placed on

10     the regular Second Reading and Final

11     Passage Calendar.

12               Mr. Decker, please read the

13     bills on the Bill Consent Agenda.

14               CHIEF CLERK:  Bill No. 230415,

15     entitled "An ordinance amending Title 12

16     of The Philadelphia Code, entitled

17     'Traffic Code,' by providing for

18     prohibitions relating to Nuisance

19     Vehicles"; and

20               Bill No. 221016, entitled "An

21     ordinance naming and designating the Chew

22     Playground basketball courts, located at

23     1800 Washington Avenue, the 'Rasual

24     Butler Basketball Courts,' in honor of

25     Point Breeze native Rasual Butler"; and
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 2               Bill No. 230407, entitled "An

 3     ordinance to amend the Philadelphia

 4     Zoning Maps by changing the zoning

 5     designations of certain areas of land

 6     located within an area bounded by Bristol

 7     Street, Old York Road, Hunting Park

 8     Avenue and Park Avenue"; and

 9               Bill No. 230412, entitled "An

10     ordinance to amend the Philadelphia

11     Zoning Maps by changing the zoning

12     designations of certain areas of land

13     located within an area bounded by the

14     Schuylkill River, Passyunk Avenue, 61st

15     Street, Lindbergh Boulevard, Grays

16     Avenue, 49th Street, Paschall Avenue, and

17     Grays Ferry Avenue"; and

18               Bill No. 230437, entitled "An

19     ordinance amending Section 14-503 of The

20     Philadelphia Code, entitled '/NCA,

21     Neighborhood Commercial Area Overlay

22     District,' by amending the East Falls

23     Neighborhood Commercial Review Area"; and

24               Bill No. 230440, entitled "An

25     ordinance amending Section 14-406 of The
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 2     Philadelphia Code, entitled 'SP-STA,

 3     Sports Stadium (Special Purpose)

 4     District,' by expanding allowable signage

 5     in an area bounded by North Access Road,

 6     11th Street, Terminal Avenue, and Broad

 7     Street"; and

 8               Bill No. 230442, entitled "An

 9     ordinance to amend the Philadelphia

10     Zoning Maps by changing the zoning

11     designations of certain areas of land

12     located within an area bounded by

13     Foulkrod Street, Hawthorne Street,

14     Margaret Street, and Duffield Street";

15     and

16               Bill No. 230443, entitled "An

17     ordinance amending Section 14-500 of The

18     Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Overlay

19     Zoning Districts' by creating a new

20     subsection entitled 'Warrington

21     Affordable Housing Overlay District'";

22     and

23               Bill No. 230446, entitled "An

24     ordinance to amend the Philadelphia

25     Zoning Maps by changing the zoning
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 2     designations of certain areas of land

 3     located within an area bounded by 54th

 4     Street, Chester Avenue, 55th Street and

 5     Regent Street"; and

 6               Bill No. 230447, entitled "An

 7     ordinance to amend the Philadelphia

 8     Zoning Maps by changing the zoning

 9     designations of certain areas of land

10     located within an area bounded by 50th

11     Street, Springfield Avenue, SEPTA

12     Railroad Right-of-Way and Warrington

13     Avenue"; and

14               Bill No. 230448, entitled "An

15     ordinance amending Chapter 14-500 of The

16     Philadelphia Code by amending Section

17     14-514, entitled /FNE, Far Northeast

18     Overlay District, Section 14-515,

19     entitled /NE, Northeast Overlay District,

20     and Section 14-524, entitled /FDO, Fourth

21     District Overlay District by creating

22     regulations for medical marijuana"; and

23               Bill No. 230408, entitled "An

24     ordinance amending Chapter 19-3200 of The

25     Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Keystone
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 2     Opportunity Zone, Economic Development

 3     District, and Strategic Development

 4     Area,' to provide for additional

 5     extensions of certain benefits"; and

 6               Bill No. 230435, entitled "An

 7     ordinance amending Title 17 of The

 8     Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Contracts

 9     and Procurement,' to modify contractor

10     reporting obligations related to women

11     and minorities serving as board members

12     and executive staff, to eliminate

13     reporting requirements for subcontracted

14     labor sources on certain City contracts

15     for public works, other competitively bid

16     services, bid goods, and professional

17     services, to remove certain requirements

18     for contractor reporting of demographic

19     data, to modify the contract threshold

20     triggering reporting obligations, to

21     revise reporting deadlines"; and

22               Bill No. 230354, entitled "An

23     ordinance authorizing the Commissioner of

24     Public Property to enter into a sublease

25     agreement with The Magee Hospital for
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 2     Convalescence doing business as Magee

 3     Rehabilitation Hospital - Jefferson

 4     Health for use by the City of all or a

 5     portion of the premises located at 1617

 6     John F. Kennedy Boulevard"; and

 7               Bill No. 230355, entitled "An

 8     ordinance authorizing the Commissioner of

 9     Public Property to enter into a lease

10     agreement with Innerport Business Complex

11     Associates for use by the City of all or

12     a portion of the premises located at 7801

13     Essington Avenue"; and

14               Bill No. 230357, entitled "An

15     ordinance authorizing the Commissioner of

16     Public Property to enter into a lease

17     agreement with Impact Services

18     Corporation for use by the City of the

19     premises located at 1952 East Allegheny

20     Avenue"; and

21               Bill No. 230360, entitled "An

22     ordinance authorizing the Commissioner of

23     Public Property to acquire fee simple

24     title or a lesser real estate interest to

25     all or a portion of a parcel of land
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 2     located in and about the area bounded by

 3     Castor Avenue, Richmond Street, Lewis

 4     Street, and North Delaware Avenue"; and

 5               Bill No. 230361, entitled "An

 6     ordinance authorizing the Commissioner of

 7     Public Property to enter into a sublease

 8     agreement with the Philadelphia Municipal

 9     Authority for use by the City of the

10     Premises located at 8716 through 20

11     Frankford Avenue"; and

12               Bill No. 230362, entitled "An

13     ordinance authorizing the Commissioner of

14     Public Property to enter into a lease

15     agreement with BAM RBC 1 for use by the

16     City of all or a portion of the premises

17     located at 2807 through 2817 Southampton

18     Road"; and

19               Bill No. 230413, entitled "An

20     ordinance authorizing the Commissioner of

21     Public Property to acquire fee simple

22     title or a lesser real estate interest in

23     all or a portion of a parcel or parcels

24     of land containing approximately

25     23,595 square feet, located in and about
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 2     the area bounded by Market Street, 39th

 3     Street, Ludlow Street and 40th Street";

 4     and

 5               Bill No. 230414, entitled "An

 6     ordinance authorizing the Commissioner of

 7     Public Property to convey to the

 8     Commonwealth of Pennsylvania all or a

 9     portion of a parcel or parcels of land in

10     and about the area bounded by Belmont

11     Avenue, Mantua Avenue, 42nd Street, and

12     West Girard Avenue"; and

13               Bill No. 230277, entitled "An

14     ordinance establishing parking

15     restrictions for certain commercial

16     vehicles in the vicinity of Erdrick

17     Street from Princeton Avenue to Tyson

18     Avenue"; and

19               Bill No. 230307, entitled "An

20     ordinance amending Section 9-208 of The

21     Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Sidewalk

22     Cafes,' by permitting sidewalk cafes to

23     be maintained on Frankford Avenue, both

24     sides, from Harbison Avenue to Sheffield

25     Avenue; Cottman Avenue, both sides, from
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 2     Erdrick Street to Leon Street; Ryan

 3     Avenue, both sides, from Frankford Avenue

 4     to Leon Street; Robbins Avenue, both

 5     sides, from Frankford Avenue to Mulberry

 6     Street; Sackett Street, both sides, from

 7     Frankford Avenue to Levick Street; and

 8     the area bounded by Frankford Avenue,

 9     Levick Street, Hawthorne Street and

10     Hellerman Street"; and

11               Bill No. 230441, entitled "An

12     ordinance establishing parking

13     regulations on certain streets in the

14     area bounded by South 63rd Street,

15     Passyunk Avenue, Essington Avenue, South

16     70th Street, and Lindbergh Boulevard";

17     and

18               Bill No. 220491, entitled "An

19     ordinance authorizing the Chief Executive

20     Officer of Philadelphia International

21     Airport to enter into Use and Lease

22     Agreements between the City and each of

23     the airlines servicing Philadelphia

24     International Airport, all under certain

25     terms and conditions."
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 2               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

 3     Thank you, Mr. Decker.

 4               These bills having been read on

 5     two different days, the question for each

 6     of the bills now is shall the bill pass

 7     finally.

 8               Mr. Decker shall call the roll,

 9     and upon being called, each Councilmember

10     shall vote aye on each of the bills, nay

11     on each of the bills, or indicate those

12     bills for which the member is voting aye

13     and those bills for which the member is

14     voting nay.

15               Mr. Decker, please call the

16     roll.

17               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

18     Bass.

19               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye on all

20     bills.

21               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

22     Brooks.

23               COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  Aye on

24     all bills.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman
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 2     Driscoll.

 3               COUNCILMAN DRISCOLL:  Aye on

 4     all bills.

 5               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

 6     Gauthier.

 7               COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Aye on

 8     all bills.

 9               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

10     Gilmore Richardson.

11               COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON:  Aye

12     on all bills.

13               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

14     Harrity.

15               COUNCILMAN HARRITY:  Aye on all

16     bills.

17               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

18     Johnson.

19               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye on all

20     bills.

21               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

22               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye on all

23     bills.

24               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

25     Lozada.
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 2               COUNCILWOMAN LOZADA:  Aye on

 3     all bills.

 4               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 5     O'Neill.

 6               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye on all

 7     bills.

 8               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 9     Phillips.

10               COUNCILMAN PHILLIPS:  Aye on

11     all bills.

12               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

13     Squilla.

14               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Aye on all

15     bills.

16               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

17     Thomas.

18               COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Aye on all

19     bills.

20               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

21     Vaughn.

22               COUNCILWOMAN VAUGHN:  Aye on

23     all bills.

24               CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

25     Clarke.
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 2               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye

 3     on all bills.

 4               The majority of all members

 5     having voted in the affirmative for each

 6     of the bills, the bills on the Consent

 7     Agenda are passed.

 8               We will now consider the bills

 9     and resolutions on the regular Second

10     Reading and Final Passage Calendar.

11               Mr. Decker, please read the

12     title of Resolution No. 230461.

13               CHIEF CLERK:  A resolution

14     approving the Rebuild Project Statement

15     for Fiscal Year 2024 pursuant to Bill No.

16     170206.

17               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

18     Chair recognizes Councilwoman Bass for a

19     motion on the resolution.

20               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you,

21     Mr. President.  On your behalf, I move

22     for the adoption of the resolution.

23               (Duly seconded.)

24               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

25     been moved and properly seconded.
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 2               All in favor indicate by saying

 3     aye.

 4               (Aye.)

 5               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

 6     Those opposed?

 7               (No response.)

 8               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

 9     motion carries.  The resolution is

10     adopted.

11               Mr. Decker, Resolution No.

12     230513.

13               CHIEF CLERK:  A resolution

14     calling on PECO, Philadelphia Gas Works

15     (PGW), and the Philadelphia Water

16     Department (PWD) to make information

17     about residential use and energy costs

18     easily accessible for property owners in

19     the City of Philadelphia.

20               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

21     Thank you.

22               The Chair recognizes

23     Councilwoman Gilmore Richardson for a

24     motion on the resolution.

25               COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON:  Thank
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 2     you, Mr. President.  On your behalf, I

 3     move the adoption of the resolution.

 4               (Duly seconded.)

 5               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

 6     Thank you.  It's been moved and properly

 7     seconded that the resolution be adopted.

 8               All in favor indicate by saying

 9     aye.

10               (Aye.)

11               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

12     Those opposed?

13               (No response.)

14               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

15     ayes have it, and that resolution is

16     adopted.

17               Mr. Decker, read the title of

18     Resolution No. 230514.

19               CHIEF CLERK:  A resolution

20     calling on PECO, Philadelphia Gas Works,

21     and the Philadelphia Water Department to

22     develop comprehensive plans to reduce

23     energy costs to consumers and to improve

24     energy efficiency.

25               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The
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 2     Chair again recognizes Councilwoman

 3     Gilmore Richardson for a motion.

 4               COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON:  Thank

 5     you, Mr. President.  On your behalf, I

 6     move the adoption of the resolution.

 7               (Duly seconded.)

 8               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

 9     been moved and properly seconded.

10               All in favor indicate by saying

11     aye.

12               (Aye.)

13               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

14     Those opposed?

15               (No response.)

16               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

17     ayes have it and the motion carries, and

18     that resolution is adopted.

19               Mr. Decker, please read the

20     title of Resolution No. 230526.

21               CHIEF CLERK:  A resolution

22     approving the reappointment of Sonny

23     Popowsky to the Philadelphia Water, Sewer

24     and Storm Water Rate Board.

25               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The
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 2     Chair recognizes Councilman Johnson for a

 3     motion.

 4               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,

 5     Council President.  I move for the

 6     adoption of the resolution.

 7               (Duly seconded.)

 8               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

 9     been moved and properly seconded.

10               All in favor indicate by saying

11     aye.

12               (Aye.)

13               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

14     Those opposed?

15               (No response.)

16               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

17     ayes have it.  The resolution is adopted.

18               Mr. Decker, 230430.

19               CHIEF CLERK:  A resolution

20     proposing an amendment to The

21     Philadelphia Home Rule Charter to provide

22     for the creation of an Office for People

23     with Disabilities, to provide for the

24     powers and duties of such Office, to

25     eliminate a duplicative office and to
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 2     otherwise provide for incorporation of

 3     the Office into the City government.

 4               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

 5     Chair recognizes Councilwoman Brooks for

 6     a motion.

 7               COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  Thank

 8     you, Council President.  I have a few

 9     words.

10               As many of you know, my career

11     before City Council was devoted to

12     providing services and programming for

13     people with disabilities.  This work

14     helped me to recognize many obstacles

15     that make life more difficult for our

16     loved ones and neighbors with

17     disabilities and it instills in me the

18     deep commitment of making the City more

19     accessible to everyone.

20               The Americans with Disabilities

21     Act became law in 1990, and despite its

22     promises, we still have a lot of work to

23     do to ensure that people with

24     disabilities have the same rights,

25     opportunities, and access as everyone
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 2     else.

 3               This is especially true in

 4     Philadelphia, which has been the higher

 5     proportion of residents with disabilities

 6     of any big city in the country.

 7               Making sure that every

 8     Philadelphian can participate in

 9     community and culture and in the life of

10     our city is not just a moral obligation

11     but a legal obligation.  And we still

12     have a long way to go to fulfill the

13     promise of ADA, and that's why I'm proud

14     to sponsor this Charter change to make

15     the Office of People with Disabilities a

16     permanent part of City government.

17               By submitting this Charter

18     change to voters, we acknowledge the work

19     that still needs to be done and we affirm

20     our commitment to making Philadelphia

21     accessible for everyone.

22               Thank you, Council President,

23     and I move for the adoption of this

24     resolution.

25               (Duly seconded.)
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 2               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

 3     been moved and properly seconded.

 4               All in favor indicate by -- oh,

 5     I'm sorry.  It's been moved and seconded

 6     that the resolution be adopted.  Because

 7     Resolution No. 230430 is an amendment to

 8     the Home Rule Charter, it requires

 9     two-thirds vote.  Therefore, the question

10     is shall the resolution be adopted.

11               Mr. Decker, please call the

12     roll.

13               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

14     Bass.

15               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

16               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

17     Brooks.

18               COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  Aye.

19               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

20     Driscoll.

21               COUNCILMAN DRISCOLL:  Aye.

22               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

23     Gauthier.

24               COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Aye.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman



Stated Meeting 06-22-2023 157 
6/22/2023 

LEXITAS  
215-504-4622

 1         6/22/23 - STATED - 2ND READING

 2     Gilmore Richardson.

 3               COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON:  Aye.

 4               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 5     Harrity.

 6               COUNCILMAN HARRITY:  Aye.

 7               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 8     Johnson.

 9               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

10               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

11               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

12               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

13     Lozada.

14               COUNCILWOMAN LOZADA:  Aye.

15               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

16     O'Neill.

17               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

18               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

19     Phillips.

20               COUNCILMAN PHILLIPS:  Aye.

21               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

22     Squilla.

23               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Aye.

24               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

25     Thomas.
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 2               COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Aye.

 3               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

 4     Vaughn.

 5               COUNCILWOMAN VAUGHN:  Aye.

 6               CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

 7     Clarke.

 8               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye.

 9               The ayes are 15; the nays are

10     zero.  Two-thirds of all members of

11     Council having voted in the affirmative,

12     Resolution No. 230430 has been adopted.

13               Mr. Decker, 230144.

14               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance to

15     adopt a Capital Program for the six

16     Fiscal Years 2024 through 2029 inclusive.

17               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  This

18     bill having been read on two different

19     days, the question now is shall the bill

20     pass finally.

21               Mr. Decker, call the roll.

22               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

23     Bass.

24               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman
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 2     Brooks.

 3               COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  Aye.

 4               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 5     Driscoll.

 6               COUNCILMAN DRISCOLL:  Aye.

 7               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

 8     Gauthier.

 9               COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Nay.

10               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

11     Gilmore Richardson.

12               COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON:  Aye.

13               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

14     Harrity.

15               COUNCILMAN HARRITY:  Aye.

16               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

17     Johnson.

18               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

19               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

20               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

21               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

22     Lozada.

23               COUNCILWOMAN LOZADA:  Aye.

24               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

25     O'Neill.
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 2               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

 3               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 4     Phillips.

 5               COUNCILMAN PHILLIPS:  Aye.

 6               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 7     Squilla.

 8               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Aye.

 9               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

10     Thomas.

11               (No response.)

12               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

13     Vaughn.

14               COUNCILWOMAN VAUGHN:  Aye.

15               CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

16     Clarke.

17               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye.

18               The ayes are 14; the nays are

19     one.  A majority of all members having

20     voted in the affirmative, the bill

21     passes.

22               Mr. Decker, 230145.

23               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance to

24     adopt a Fiscal 2024 Capital Budget.

25               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  This
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 2     bill having been read on two different

 3     days, the question now is shall the bill

 4     pass finally.

 5               Mr. Decker, call the roll.

 6               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

 7     Bass.

 8               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

 9               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

10     Brooks.

11               COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  Aye.

12               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

13     Driscoll.

14               COUNCILMAN DRISCOLL:  Aye.

15               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

16     Gauthier.

17               COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Nay.

18               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

19     Gilmore Richardson.

20               COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON:  Aye.

21               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

22     Harrity.

23               COUNCILMAN HARRITY:  Aye.

24               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

25     Johnson.
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 2               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

 3               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

 4               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

 5               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

 6     Lozada.

 7               COUNCILWOMAN LOZADA:  Aye.

 8               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 9     O'Neill.

10               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

11               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

12     Phillips.

13               COUNCILMAN PHILLIPS:  Aye.

14               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

15     Squilla.

16               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Aye.

17               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

18     Thomas.

19               COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Aye, and

20     aye on all bills that I missed.

21               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

22     Vaughn.

23               COUNCILWOMAN VAUGHN:  Aye.

24               CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

25     Clarke.
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 2               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye.

 3               The ayes are 14; the nays are

 4     one.  A majority of all members having

 5     voted in the affirmative, the bill

 6     passes.

 7               Mr. Decker, read the title of

 8     Bill No. 230146.

 9               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

10     adopting the Operating Budget for Fiscal

11     Year 2024.

12               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  This

13     bill having been read on two different

14     days, the question now is shall the bill

15     pass finally.

16               Mr. Decker, call the roll.

17               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

18     Bass.

19               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

20               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

21     Brooks.

22               COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  Aye.

23               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

24     Driscoll.

25               COUNCILMAN DRISCOLL:  Aye.
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 2               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

 3     Gauthier.

 4               COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Nay.

 5               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

 6     Gilmore Richardson.

 7               COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON:  Aye.

 8               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 9     Harrity.

10               COUNCILMAN HARRITY:  Aye.

11               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

12     Johnson.

13               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

14               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

15               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

16               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

17     Lozada.

18               COUNCILWOMAN LOZADA:  Aye.

19               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

20     O'Neill.

21               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

22               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

23     Phillips.

24               COUNCILMAN PHILLIPS:  Aye.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman
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 2     Squilla.

 3               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Aye.

 4               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 5     Thomas.

 6               COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Aye.

 7               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

 8     Vaughn.

 9               COUNCILWOMAN VAUGHN:  Aye.

10               CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

11     Clarke.

12               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye.

13               The ayes are 14; the nays are

14     one.  A majority of all members having

15     voted in the affirmative, the bill

16     passes.

17               Mr. Decker, 230147.

18               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

19     amending Chapter 19-1500 of The

20     Philadelphia Code, entitled "Wage and Net

21     Profits Tax," by revising certain tax

22     rates.

23               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  This

24     bill having been read on two different

25     days, the question now is shall the bill
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 2     pass finally.

 3               Mr. Decker, call the roll.

 4               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

 5     Bass.

 6               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

 7               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

 8     Brooks.

 9               COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  Nay.

10               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

11     Driscoll.

12               COUNCILMAN DRISCOLL:  Aye.

13               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

14     Gauthier.

15               COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Nay.

16               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

17     Gilmore Richardson.

18               COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON:  Aye.

19               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

20     Harrity.

21               COUNCILMAN HARRITY:  Aye.

22               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

23     Johnson.

24               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.
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 2               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

 3               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

 4     Lozada.

 5               COUNCILWOMAN LOZADA:  Aye.

 6               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 7     O'Neill.

 8               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

 9               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

10     Phillips.

11               COUNCILMAN PHILLIPS:  Aye.

12               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

13     Squilla.

14               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Aye.

15               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

16     Thomas.

17               COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Aye.

18               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

19     Vaughn.

20               COUNCILWOMAN VAUGHN:  Aye.

21               CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

22     Clarke.

23               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye.

24               The ayes are 13; the nays are

25     two.  A majority of all members present
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 2     voting in the affirmative, the bill

 3     passes.

 4               Mr. Decker, 230148.

 5               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

 6     amending Chapter 19-2800 of The

 7     Philadelphia Code, entitled "Pennsylvania

 8     Intergovernmental Cooperation Authority

 9     Tax on Wage and Net Profits Tax," to

10     provide for the continuation of the tax.

11               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  This

12     bill having been read on two different

13     days, the question now is shall the bill

14     pass finally.

15               Mr. Decker, call the roll.

16               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

17     Bass.

18               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

19               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

20     Brooks.

21               COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  Aye.

22               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

23     Driscoll.

24               COUNCILMAN DRISCOLL:  Aye.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman
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 2     Gauthier.

 3               COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Aye.

 4               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

 5     Gilmore Richardson.

 6               COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON:  Aye.

 7               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 8     Harrity.

 9               COUNCILMAN HARRITY:  Aye.

10               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

11     Johnson.

12               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

13               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

14               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

15               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

16     Lozada.

17               COUNCILWOMAN LOZADA:  Aye.

18               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

19     O'Neill.

20               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

21               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

22     Phillips.

23               COUNCILMAN PHILLIPS:  Aye.

24               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

25     Squilla.
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 2               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Aye.

 3               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 4     Thomas.

 5               COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Aye.

 6               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

 7     Vaughn.

 8               COUNCILWOMAN VAUGHN:  Aye.

 9               CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

10     Clarke.

11               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye.

12               The ayes the 15; the nays are

13     zero.  A majority of all members voting

14     in the affirmative, the bill passes.

15               Mr. Decker, 230149.

16               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

17     amending Chapter 19-2600 of The

18     Philadelphia Code, entitled "Business

19     Income and Receipts Taxes," by revising

20     certain tax rates.

21               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  This

22     bill having been read on two different

23     days, the question now is shall the bill

24     pass finally.

25               Mr. Decker, call the roll.
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 2               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

 3     Bass.

 4               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

 5               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

 6     Brooks.

 7               COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  Nay.

 8               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 9     Driscoll.

10               COUNCILMAN DRISCOLL:  Aye.

11               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

12     Gauthier.

13               COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Nay.

14               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

15     Gilmore Richardson.

16               COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON:  Aye.

17               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

18     Harrity.

19               COUNCILMAN HARRITY:  Aye.

20               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

21     Johnson.

22               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

23               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

24               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman
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 2     Lozada.

 3               COUNCILWOMAN LOZADA:  Aye.

 4               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 5     O'Neill.

 6               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

 7               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 8     Phillips.

 9               COUNCILMAN PHILLIPS:  Aye.

10               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

11     Squilla.

12               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Aye.

13               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

14     Thomas.

15               COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Aye.

16               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

17     Vaughn.

18               COUNCILWOMAN VAUGHN:  Aye.

19               CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

20     Clarke.

21               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye.

22               The ayes are 13; the nays are

23     two.  A majority of all members present

24     voting in the affirmative, the bill

25     passes.
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 2               Mr. Decker, 230455.

 3               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

 4     amending the Philadelphia Zoning Maps by

 5     changing the zoning designations of

 6     certain areas of land located within an

 7     area bounded by Johnson Street, Morton

 8     Street, Tulpehocken Street, the SEPTA

 9     Chestnut Hill East Line, Haines Street,

10     Germantown Avenue, Rittenhouse Street,

11     McCallum Street, Harvey Street, McCallum

12     Street, Washington Lane, and Cherokee

13     Street; and amending Title 14 of The

14     Philadelphia Code to revise certain

15     provisions of Chapter 14-503, entitled

16     "/NCA, Neighborhood Commercial Area

17     Overlay District," by amending the

18     provisions of the "Germantown Avenue"

19     /NCA overlay district.

20               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

21     Thank you.

22               This bill having been read on

23     two different days, the question now is

24     shall the bill pass finally.

25               Mr. Decker, call the roll.
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 2               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

 3     Bass.

 4               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

 5               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

 6     Brooks.

 7               COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  Aye.

 8               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 9     Driscoll.

10               COUNCILMAN DRISCOLL:  Aye.

11               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

12     Gauthier.

13               COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Aye.

14               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

15     Gilmore Richardson.

16               COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON:  Aye.

17               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

18     Harrity.

19               COUNCILMAN HARRITY:  Aye.

20               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

21     Johnson.

22               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

23               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

24               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman
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 2     Lozada.

 3               COUNCILWOMAN LOZADA:  Aye.

 4               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 5     O'Neill.

 6               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

 7               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 8     Phillips.

 9               COUNCILMAN PHILLIPS:  Aye.

10               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

11     Squilla.

12               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Aye.

13               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

14     Thomas.

15               COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Aye.

16               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

17     Vaughn.

18               COUNCILWOMAN VAUGHN:  Aye.

19               CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

20     Clarke.

21               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye.

22               The ayes are 15; the nays are

23     zero.  A majority of all members present

24     voting in the affirmative, the bill

25     passes.
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 2               Mr. Decker, 230418.

 3               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

 4     amending Chapter 19-1300 of The

 5     Philadelphia Code, entitled "Real Estate

 6     Taxes," by requiring advertising in

 7     community papers, the availability of tax

 8     relief programs, residential foreclosure

 9     diversion programs, housing counseling

10     assistance and installment payment

11     agreements, to help neighborhood

12     residents manage financial hardships.

13               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  This

14     bill having been read on two different

15     days, the question now is shall the bill

16     pass finally.

17               Mr. Decker, call the roll.

18               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

19     Bass.

20               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

21               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

22     Brooks.

23               COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  Aye.

24               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

25     Driscoll.
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 2               COUNCILMAN DRISCOLL:  Aye.

 3               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

 4     Gauthier.

 5               COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Aye.

 6               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

 7     Gilmore Richardson.

 8               COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON:  Aye.

 9               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

10     Harrity.

11               COUNCILMAN HARRITY:  Aye.

12               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

13     Johnson.

14               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

15               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

16               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

17               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

18     Lozada.

19               COUNCILWOMAN LOZADA:  Aye.

20               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

21     O'Neill.

22               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

23               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

24     Phillips.

25               COUNCILMAN PHILLIPS:  Aye.
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 2               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 3     Squilla.

 4               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Aye.

 5               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 6     Thomas.

 7               COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Aye.

 8               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

 9     Vaughn.

10               COUNCILWOMAN VAUGHN:  Aye.

11               CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

12     Clarke.

13               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye.

14               The ayes are 15; the nays are

15     zero.  A majority of members present

16     voting in the affirmative, the bill

17     passes.

18               Mr. Decker, 230419.

19               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

20     amending Chapter 19-1300 of The

21     Philadelphia Code, entitled "Real Estate

22     Taxes," to require notices of property

23     assessed value and real estate tax

24     liability, including information on the

25     availability and application process for
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 2     Income-based payment agreements,

 3     Homestead, Tax exemption for Long-time

 4     Owner Occupants and other tax relief

 5     programs.

 6               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  This

 7     bill having been read on two different

 8     days, the question now is shall the bill

 9     pass finally.

10               Mr. Decker, call the roll.

11               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

12     Bass.

13               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

14               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

15     Brooks.

16               COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  Aye.

17               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

18     Driscoll.

19               COUNCILMAN DRISCOLL:  Aye.

20               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

21     Gauthier.

22               COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Aye.

23               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

24     Gilmore Richardson.

25               COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON:  Aye.
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 2               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 3     Harrity.

 4               COUNCILMAN HARRITY:  Aye.

 5               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 6     Johnson.

 7               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

 8               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

 9               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

10               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

11     Lozada.

12               COUNCILWOMAN LOZADA:  Aye.

13               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

14     O'Neill.

15               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

16               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

17     Phillips.

18               COUNCILMAN PHILLIPS:  Aye.

19               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

20     Squilla.

21               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Aye.

22               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

23     Thomas.

24               COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Aye.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman
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 2     Vaughn.

 3               COUNCILWOMAN VAUGHN:  Aye.

 4               CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

 5     Clarke.

 6               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye.

 7               The ayes are 15; the nays are

 8     zero.  A majority of all members present

 9     voting in the affirmative, the bill

10     passes.

11               Mr. Decker, 230449.

12               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

13     authorizing the Director of Planning and

14     Development, on behalf of the City, to

15     file applications with the United States

16     Department of Housing and Urban

17     Development for a Community Development

18     Block Grant; to file applications to

19     participate in the HOME Investment

20     Partnership program and the Emergency

21     Solutions Grant program; and to apply for

22     a Housing Opportunities for Persons with

23     AIDS grant.

24               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  This

25     bill having been read on two different
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 2     days, the question now is shall the bill

 3     pass finally.

 4               Mr. Decker, call the roll.

 5               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

 6     Bass.

 7               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

 8               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

 9     Brooks.

10               COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  Aye.

11               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

12     Driscoll.

13               COUNCILMAN DRISCOLL:  Aye.

14               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

15     Gauthier.

16               COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Aye.

17               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

18     Gilmore Richardson.

19               COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON:  Aye.

20               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

21     Harrity.

22               COUNCILMAN HARRITY:  Aye.

23               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

24     Johnson.

25               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.
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 2               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

 3               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

 4               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

 5     Lozada.

 6               COUNCILWOMAN LOZADA:  Aye.

 7               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 8     O'Neill.

 9               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

10               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

11     Phillips.

12               COUNCILMAN PHILLIPS:  Aye.

13               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

14     Squilla.

15               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Aye.

16               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

17     Thomas.

18               COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Aye.

19               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

20     Vaughn.

21               COUNCILWOMAN VAUGHN:  Aye.

22               CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

23     Clarke.

24               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye.

25               The ayes are 15; the nays are
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 2     zero.  A majority of members present

 3     voting in the affirmative, the bill

 4     passes.

 5               Mr. Decker, 230450.

 6               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

 7     authorizing the City Treasurer to enter

 8     into an amendment agreement with Citizens

 9     Bank National Association for provision

10     of payroll banking services to the City.

11               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  This

12     bill having been read on two different

13     days, the question now is shall the bill

14     pass finally.

15               Mr. Decker, call the roll.

16               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

17     Bass.

18               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

19               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

20     Brooks.

21               COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  Aye.

22               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

23     Driscoll.

24               COUNCILMAN DRISCOLL:  Aye.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman



Stated Meeting 06-22-2023 185 
6/22/2023 

LEXITAS  
215-504-4622

 1         6/22/23 - STATED - 2ND READING

 2     Gauthier.

 3               COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Aye.

 4               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

 5     Gilmore Richardson.

 6               COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON:  Aye.

 7               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 8     Harrity.

 9               COUNCILMAN HARRITY:  Aye.

10               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

11     Johnson.

12               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

13               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

14               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

15               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

16     Lozada.

17               COUNCILWOMAN LOZADA:  Aye.

18               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

19     O'Neill.

20               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

21               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

22     Phillips.

23               COUNCILMAN PHILLIPS:  Aye.

24               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

25     Squilla.
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 2               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Aye.

 3               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 4     Thomas.

 5               COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Aye.

 6               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

 7     Vaughn.

 8               COUNCILWOMAN VAUGHN:  Aye.

 9               CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

10     Clarke.

11               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye.

12               The ayes are 15; the nays are

13     zero.  A majority of members present

14     voting in the affirmative, the bill

15     passes.

16               Mr. Decker, 230451.

17               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

18     approving the Fiscal Year 2024 Capital

19     Budget providing for expenditures for the

20     capital purposes of the Philadelphia Gas

21     Works, including the supplying of funds

22     in connection therewith.

23               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  This

24     bill having been read on two different

25     days, the question now is shall the bill
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 2     pass finally.

 3               Mr. Decker, call the roll.

 4               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

 5     Bass.

 6               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

 7               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

 8     Brooks.

 9               COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  Aye.

10               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

11     Driscoll.

12               COUNCILMAN DRISCOLL:  Aye.

13               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

14     Gauthier.

15               COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Aye.

16               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

17     Gilmore Richardson.

18               COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON:  Aye.

19               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

20     Harrity.

21               COUNCILMAN HARRITY:  Aye.

22               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

23     Johnson.

24               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.
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 2               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

 3               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

 4     Lozada.

 5               COUNCILWOMAN LOZADA:  Aye.

 6               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 7     O'Neill.

 8               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

 9               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

10     Phillips.

11               COUNCILMAN PHILLIPS:  Aye.

12               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

13     Squilla.

14               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Aye.

15               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

16     Thomas.

17               COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Aye.

18               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

19     Vaughn.

20               COUNCILWOMAN VAUGHN:  Aye.

21               CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

22     Clarke.

23               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye.

24               The ayes are 15; the nays are

25     zero.  A majority of members present
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 2     voting in the affirmative, the bill

 3     passes.

 4               Mr. Decker, 230452.

 5               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

 6     authorizing and approving the execution

 7     and delivery of a Supplemental Service

 8     Agreement to the Service Agreement

 9     between The City of Philadelphia and the

10     Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority

11     relating originally to the financing of a

12     home repair program for City homeowners

13     previously authorized by the City

14     pursuant to Bill No. 170878, approved by

15     the Mayor on December 12, 2017;

16     authorizing the amendment of such program

17     to include the Turn the Key Program,

18     bridge and other loans for tax credit

19     projects, and other affordable housing

20     production programs.

21               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  This

22     bill having been read on two different

23     days, the question now is shall the bill

24     pass finally.

25               Mr. Decker, call the roll.
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 2               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

 3     Bass.

 4               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

 5               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

 6     Brooks.

 7               COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  Aye.

 8               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 9     Driscoll.

10               COUNCILMAN DRISCOLL:  Aye.

11               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

12     Gauthier.

13               COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Aye.

14               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

15     Gilmore Richardson.

16               COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON:  Aye.

17               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

18     Harrity.

19               COUNCILMAN HARRITY:  Aye.

20               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

21     Johnson.

22               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

23               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

24               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman
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 2     Lozada.

 3               COUNCILWOMAN LOZADA:  Aye.

 4               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 5     O'Neill.

 6               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

 7               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 8     Phillips.

 9               COUNCILMAN PHILLIPS:  Aye.

10               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

11     Squilla.

12               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Aye.

13               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

14     Thomas.

15               COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Aye.

16               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

17     Vaughn.

18               COUNCILWOMAN VAUGHN:  Aye.

19               CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

20     Clarke.

21               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye.

22               The ayes are 15; the nays are

23     zero.  A majority of members present

24     voting in the affirmative, the bill

25     passes.
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 2               Mr. Decker, 230453.

 3               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

 4     authorizing the City to enter into an

 5     Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement

 6     with the Pennsylvania Intergovernmental

 7     Cooperation Authority.

 8               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  This

 9     bill having been read on two different

10     days, the question now is shall the bill

11     pass finally.

12               Mr. Decker, call the roll.

13               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

14     Bass.

15               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

16               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

17     Brooks.

18               COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  Aye.

19               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

20     Driscoll.

21               COUNCILMAN DRISCOLL:  Aye.

22               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

23     Gauthier.

24               COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Aye.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman
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 2     Gilmore Richardson.

 3               COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON:  Aye.

 4               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 5     Harrity.

 6               COUNCILMAN HARRITY:  Aye.

 7               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 8     Johnson.

 9               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

10               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

11               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

12               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

13     Lozada.

14               COUNCILWOMAN LOZADA:  Aye.

15               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

16     O'Neill.

17               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

18               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

19     Phillips.

20               COUNCILMAN PHILLIPS:  Aye.

21               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

22     Squilla.

23               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Aye.

24               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

25     Thomas.
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 2               COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Aye.

 3               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

 4     Vaughn.

 5               COUNCILWOMAN VAUGHN:  Aye.

 6               CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

 7     Clarke.

 8               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye.

 9               The ayes are 15; the nays are

10     zero.  A majority of members present

11     voting in the affirmative, the bill

12     passes.

13               Mr. Decker, 230005.

14               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

15     amending Section 9-1102 through 1123 of

16     The Philadelphia Code, entitled

17     "Verification of Life Partnerships," by

18     removing gendered language related to

19     same-sex and same-gender couples.

20               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  This

21     bill having been read on two different

22     days, the question now is shall the bill

23     pass finally.

24               Mr. Decker, call the roll.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman
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 2     Bass.

 3               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

 4               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

 5     Brooks.

 6               COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  Aye.

 7               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 8     Driscoll.

 9               COUNCILMAN DRISCOLL:  Aye.

10               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

11     Gauthier.

12               COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Aye.

13               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

14     Gilmore Richardson.

15               COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON:  Aye.

16               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

17     Harrity.

18               COUNCILMAN HARRITY:  Aye.

19               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

20     Johnson.

21               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

22               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

23               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

24               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

25     Lozada.
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 2               COUNCILWOMAN LOZADA:  Aye.

 3               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 4     O'Neill.

 5               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

 6               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 7     Phillips.

 8               COUNCILMAN PHILLIPS:  Aye.

 9               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

10     Squilla.

11               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Aye.

12               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

13     Thomas.

14               COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Aye.

15               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

16     Vaughn.

17               COUNCILWOMAN VAUGHN:  Aye.

18               CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

19     Clarke.

20               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye.

21               The ayes are 15; the nays are

22     zero.  A majority of members present

23     voting in the affirmative, the bill

24     passes.

25               Mr. Decker, 230411.
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 2               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

 3     providing for the submission to the

 4     qualified electors of the City of

 5     Philadelphia of the proposal set forth in

 6     a Resolution approved by Council

 7     proposing an amendment to the

 8     Philadelphia Home Rule Charter to provide

 9     for the creation of an Office for People

10     with Disabilities, to provide for the

11     powers and duties of such Office, to

12     eliminate a duplicative office and to

13     otherwise provide for the incorporation

14     of the Office into the City government.

15               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  This

16     bill having been read on two separate

17     days, the question now is shall the bill

18     pass finally.

19               Mr. Decker, call the roll.

20               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

21     Bass.

22               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

23               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

24     Brooks.

25               COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  Aye.
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 2               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 3     Driscoll.

 4               COUNCILMAN DRISCOLL:  Aye.

 5               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

 6     Gauthier.

 7               COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Aye.

 8               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

 9     Gilmore Richardson.

10               COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON:  Aye.

11               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

12     Harrity.

13               COUNCILMAN HARRITY:  Aye.

14               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

15     Johnson.

16               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

17               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

18               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

19               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

20     Lozada.

21               COUNCILWOMAN LOZADA:  Aye.

22               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

23     O'Neill.

24               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman
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 2     Phillips.

 3               COUNCILMAN PHILLIPS:  Aye.

 4               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 5     Squilla.

 6               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Aye.

 7               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 8     Thomas.

 9               COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Aye.

10               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

11     Vaughn.

12               COUNCILWOMAN VAUGHN:  Aye.

13               CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

14     Clarke.

15               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye.

16               The ayes are 15; the nays are

17     zero.  A majority of members present

18     voting in the affirmative, the bill

19     passes.

20               Mr. Decker, 230363.

21               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

22     authorizing the Commissioner of Public

23     Property to enter into a lease agreement

24     with Hope Plaza, Incorporated for use by

25     the City of all or a portion of the
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 2     premises located at 2150 West Somerset

 3     Street.

 4               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  This

 5     bill having been read on two different

 6     days, the question is shall the bill pass

 7     finally.

 8               Mr. Decker, call the roll.

 9               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

10     Bass.

11               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

12               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

13     Brooks.

14               COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  Aye.

15               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

16     Driscoll.

17               COUNCILMAN DRISCOLL:  Aye.

18               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

19     Gauthier.

20               COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Aye.

21               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

22     Gilmore Richardson.

23               COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON:  Aye.

24               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

25     Harrity.
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 2               COUNCILMAN HARRITY:  Aye.

 3               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 4     Johnson.

 5               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

 6               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

 7               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

 8               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

 9     Lozada.

10               COUNCILWOMAN LOZADA:  Aye.

11               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

12     O'Neill.

13               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

14               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

15     Phillips.

16               COUNCILMAN PHILLIPS:  Aye.

17               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

18     Squilla.

19               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Aye.

20               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

21     Thomas.

22               COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Aye.

23               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

24     Vaughn.

25               COUNCILWOMAN VAUGHN:  Aye.
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 2               CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

 3     Clarke.

 4               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye.

 5               The ayes are 15; the nays are

 6     zero.  A majority of members present

 7     voting in the affirmative, the bill

 8     passes.

 9               Mr. Decker, 230454.

10               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

11     amending Chapter 11-700 of The

12     Philadelphia Code, entitled "Right of Way

13     Management," by revising requirements for

14     obtaining access to and permits for

15     construction in the underground portion

16     of the right-of-way and making technical

17     changes; and amending Chapter 9-300,

18     entitled "Communication," by deleting

19     provisions relating to poles and overhead

20     wires.

21               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  This

22     bill having been read on two different

23     days, the question now is shall the bill

24     pass finally.

25               Mr. Decker, call the roll.
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 2               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

 3     Bass.

 4               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

 5               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

 6     Brooks.

 7               COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  Aye.

 8               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 9     Driscoll.

10               COUNCILMAN DRISCOLL:  Aye.

11               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

12     Gauthier.

13               COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Aye.

14               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

15     Gilmore Richardson.

16               COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON:  Aye.

17               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

18     Harrity.

19               COUNCILMAN HARRITY:  Aye.

20               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

21     Johnson.

22               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

23               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

24               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman
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 2     Lozada.

 3               COUNCILWOMAN LOZADA:  Aye.

 4               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 5     O'Neill.

 6               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

 7               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 8     Phillips.

 9               COUNCILMAN PHILLIPS:  Aye.

10               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

11     Squilla.

12               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Aye.

13               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

14     Thomas.

15               COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Aye.

16               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

17     Vaughn.

18               COUNCILWOMAN VAUGHN:  Aye.

19               CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

20     Clarke.

21               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye.

22               The ayes are 15; the nays are

23     zero.  A majority of members present

24     voting in the affirmative, the bill

25     passes.
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 2               Mr. Decker, do you have any

 3     additional resolutions?

 4               CHIEF CLERK:  A resolution

 5     honoring Dallas Hubert as a Hero of the

 6     9th Council District for his laudable

 7     service to the community, introduced

 8     today by Councilman Phillips.

 9               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

10     Chair recognizes Councilman Phillips.

11               COUNCILMAN PHILLIPS:  Thank

12     you, Council President.  I motion to move

13     the resolution, adopt the resolution.

14               (Duly seconded.)

15               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

16     been moved and properly seconded.

17               All in favor indicate by saying

18     aye.

19               (Aye.)

20               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

21     Those opposed?

22               (No response.)

23               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

24     ayes have it, and that resolution is

25     adopted.
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 2               CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

 3     renaming the 1400 block of Vernon Road,

 4     at the intersection of Michener Avenue,

 5     to "John F. White, Jr. Way" to recognize

 6     the Honorable John F. White, Jr.'s

 7     laudable service to the City of

 8     Philadelphia and the Commonwealth of

 9     Pennsylvania, introduced today by

10     Councilman Phillips.

11               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

12     Chair again recognizes Councilman

13     Phillips.

14               COUNCILMAN PHILLIPS:  Thank

15     you, Council President.  I motion to

16     adopt the resolution.

17               (Duly seconded.)

18               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

19     been moved and properly seconded.

20               All in favor indicate by saying

21     aye.

22               (Aye.)

23               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

24     Those opposed?

25               (No response.)
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 2               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

 3     ayes have it, and that resolution is

 4     adopted.

 5               CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

 6     honoring and congratulating the Champions

 7     of the Week, Father Judge High School

 8     baseball team, for their victory at the

 9     2023 PIAA title baseball game, marking

10     the first time a Philadelphia team has

11     won a state baseball championship,

12     introduced today by Councilman Thomas and

13     Councilman Driscoll.

14               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

15     Chair recognizes Councilman Driscoll.

16               COUNCILMAN DRISCOLL:  I move

17     for the adoption of the resolution.

18               (Duly seconded.)

19               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

20     been moved and properly seconded.

21               All in favor indicate by saying

22     aye.

23               (Aye.)

24               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

25     Those opposed?
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 2               (No response.)

 3               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

 4     ayes have it, and that resolution is

 5     adopted.

 6               CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

 7     welcoming Narendra Modi, the Prime

 8     Minister of the Republic of India, on the

 9     occasion of his historic Official State

10     Visit to the United States, introduced

11     today by Councilman Jones.

12               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

13     Chair recognizes Councilman Jones.

14               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you,

15     Mr. President.  I move for the adoption.

16               (Duly seconded.)

17               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

18     been moved and properly seconded.

19               All in favor indicate by saying

20     aye.

21               (Aye.)

22               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

23     Those opposed?

24               (No response.)

25               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The
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 2     ayes have it, and that resolution is

 3     adopted.

 4               CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

 5     calling on the leadership of the City of

 6     Philadelphia, as well as state and

 7     federal partners to develop an anti-crime

 8     and anti-gun violence summit that will

 9     create a forward-focused

10     solution-oriented game plan for the 100th

11     Mayor's consideration, introduced today

12     by Councilman Jones.

13               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

14     Chair again recognizes Councilman Jones.

15               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you,

16     Mr. President.  I move for the adoption.

17               (Duly seconded.)

18               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

19     been moved and properly seconded.

20               All in favor indicate by saying

21     aye.

22               (Aye.)

23               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

24     Those opposed?

25               (No response.)
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 2               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

 3     ayes have it, and that resolution is

 4     adopted.

 5               CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

 6     also naming the 1900 block of North 59th

 7     Street as "Joyce Abbott Way" to honor

 8     retired School District of Philadelphia

 9     educator Joyce Abbott for her many

10     contributions to Philadelphia's students

11     and in recognition of her inspiration of

12     the name for the hit TV show, Abbott

13     Elementary, introduced today by

14     Councilman Jones.

15               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

16     Chair again recognizes Councilman Jones.

17               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you

18     again, Mr. President.  I move for the

19     adoption.

20               (Duly seconded.)

21               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

22     been moved and properly seconded.

23               All in favor indicate by saying

24     aye.

25               (Aye.)
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 2               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

 3     Those opposed?

 4               (No response.)

 5               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

 6     ayes have it, and that resolution is

 7     adopted.

 8               CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

 9     honoring and recognizing the teachers,

10     staff, and students of Chester A. Arthur

11     Elementary School for being selected as a

12     finalist for the T4 World's Best School

13     Prize, introduced today by Councilman

14     Johnson.

15               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

16     Chair recognizes Councilman Johnson.

17               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,

18     Council President.  I move for the

19     adoption of the resolution.

20               (Duly seconded.)

21               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

22     been moved and properly seconded.

23               All in favor indicate by saying

24     aye.

25               (Aye.)
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 2               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

 3     Those opposed?

 4               (No response.)

 5               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

 6     ayes have it, and that resolution is

 7     adopted.

 8               CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

 9     honoring and thanking Abdul-Aliy A.

10     Muhammad, on the occasion of Pride Month,

11     for their work organizing and supporting

12     Black, Queer, Transgender, and HIV

13     positive Philadelphians, introduced today

14     by Councilwoman Gauthier.

15               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

16     Chair recognizes Councilwoman Gauthier.

17               COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Thank

18     you, Council President.  I move for the

19     adoption of the resolution.

20               (Duly seconded.)

21               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

22     been moved and properly seconded.

23               All in favor indicate by saying

24     aye.

25               (Aye.)
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 2               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

 3     Those opposed?

 4               (No response.)

 5               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

 6     ayes have it, and that resolution is

 7     adopted.

 8               CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

 9     authorizing the Philadelphia

10     Redevelopment Authority to execute and

11     deliver to the Philadelphia Land Bank

12     deeds conveying title to 783 through 785

13     Pallas Street and 4742 through 4752

14     Upland Street, located in the Third

15     Councilmanic District, introduced today

16     by Councilwoman Gauthier.

17               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

18     Chair recognizes Councilwoman Gauthier.

19               COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Thank

20     you, Council President.  I move for the

21     adoption of the resolution.

22               (Duly seconded.)

23               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

24     been moved and properly seconded.

25               All in favor indicate by saying
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 2     aye.

 3               (Aye.)

 4               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

 5     Those opposed?

 6               (No response.)

 7               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

 8     ayes have it, and that resolution is

 9     adopted.

10               CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

11     renaming the 1400 block of South 51st

12     Street "Ida Wilson Way" to honor Ms. Ida

13     Wilson for her decades of service to the

14     West/Southwest Philadelphia Community,

15     introduced today by Councilwoman

16     Gauthier.

17               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

18     Chair again recognizes Councilwoman

19     Gauthier.

20               COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Thank

21     you, Council President.  I move for the

22     adoption of the resolution.

23               (Duly seconded.)

24               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

25     been moved and properly seconded.
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 2               All in favor indicate by saying

 3     aye.

 4               (Aye.)

 5               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

 6     Those opposed?

 7               (No response.)

 8               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

 9     ayes have it, and that resolution is

10     adopted.

11               CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

12     calling upon the General Assembly of the

13     Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to pass

14     legislation to enable new county level

15     investments that can help to advance

16     transit and transportation projects that

17     drive local priorities, introduced today

18     by Councilman Squilla.

19               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

20     Chair recognizes Councilman Squilla.

21               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you,

22     Mr. President.  I move for the adoption

23     of the resolution.

24               (Duly seconded.)

25               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's
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 2     been moved and properly seconded.

 3               All in favor indicate by saying

 4     aye.

 5               (Aye.)

 6               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

 7     Those opposed?

 8               (No response.)

 9               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

10     ayes have it.  The resolution is adopted.

11               CHIEF CLERK:  There are no

12     other resolutions on the Final Passage

13     Calendar, Mr. President.

14               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

15     Thank you very much.

16               We will now proceed with the

17     consideration of Bill No. 230319, which

18     was passed by Council at its June 8th,

19     2023 session and was returned disapproved

20     by the Mayor, also known as vetoed, at

21     today's session of Council.

22               Mr. Decker, please read the

23     title of Bill No. 230319.

24               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

25     amending Title 14 of The Philadelphia
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 2     Code, entitled "Zoning and Planning,"

 3     revising Section 14-524 entitled "/FDO,

 4     Fourth District Overlay District," to

 5     extend the boundaries of certain areas.

 6               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

 7     Chair recognizes Councilman Jones.

 8               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you,

 9     Mr. President and colleagues.

10               As we consider the override of

11     the veto to Bill No. 230319, I'd like you

12     to consider that today it's Wynnefield,

13     tomorrow it will be your districts, my

14     at-large colleagues representing those

15     districts.

16               I want you to understand that

17     when we did by-right, what that actually

18     meant in many cases is walk right by our

19     office, walk right by the community

20     groups, walk right by all of the

21     stakeholders to do what they think they

22     can get away with.

23               This overlay deals with

24     businesses that a lot of people, Commerce

25     Department and others, do not consider
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 2     nuisance.  They may not be nuisances to

 3     you, but they're a pain in the ass to me,

 4     and we have to give the people the

 5     opportunity to weigh in on what they will

 6     find in their community.

 7               Way too often we've walked,

 8     Katherine Gilmore Richardson and I, and

 9     just felt incensed about things.  I

10     remember my colleague Cindy Bass when she

11     pointed out years ago that some of these

12     businesses are selling liquor by the

13     drink.  7:00 a.m. they're lined up

14     getting their prescribed alcoholic

15     beverages, Kensington beset with these

16     types of businesses.

17               And so if we cannot

18     self-govern, if we cannot in various

19     districts around this city begin to

20     determine what is acceptable, then why

21     are we here?

22               So I'm asking my colleagues to

23     consider the veto override and remember

24     it's Wynnefield today, it's your district

25     tomorrow.
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 2               Thank you, Mr. President.

 3               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

 4     Thank you, Councilman.

 5               This bill having been read on

 6     two different days was duly approved by

 7     City Council on June 8th, 2023 and was

 8     returned to Council by the Mayor as

 9     disapproved at today's session of

10     Council.  The question is shall Bill No.

11     230319 pass notwithstanding the Mayor's

12     disapproval.

13               Please note for the record a

14     vote of aye is a vote to override the

15     Mayor's veto and a vote of nay is a vote

16     to sustain the Mayor's veto.

17               Mr. Decker, please call the

18     roll.

19               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

20     Bass.

21               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

22               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

23     Brooks.

24               COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  Aye.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman
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 2     Driscoll.

 3               COUNCILMAN DRISCOLL:  Aye.

 4               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

 5     Gauthier.

 6               COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Aye.

 7               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

 8     Gilmore Richardson.

 9               COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON:  Aye.

10               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

11     Harrity.

12               COUNCILMAN HARRITY:  Aye.

13               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

14     Johnson.

15               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

16               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

17               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

18               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

19     Lozada.

20               COUNCILWOMAN LOZADA:  Aye.

21               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

22     O'Neill.

23               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

24               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

25     Phillips.
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 2               COUNCILMAN PHILLIPS:  Aye.

 3               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 4     Squilla.

 5               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Aye.

 6               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

 7     Thomas.

 8               COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Aye.

 9               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

10     Vaughn.

11               COUNCILWOMAN VAUGHN:  Aye.

12               CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

13     Clarke.

14               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye.

15               The ayes are 15; the nays are

16     zero.  Two-thirds of all members of

17     Council having voted in the affirmative,

18     the Mayor's veto is overridden.

19               That completes our Calendar for

20     today.

21               Are there any speeches on

22     behalf of the minority?

23               The Chair recognizes

24     Councilwoman Brooks.

25               COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  Thank you
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 2     so much, Council President.

 3               I'm glad to fight for the

 4     historic additions to the City's budget

 5     and I'm proud to be voting for them

 6     today.

 7               I'm proud to have successfully

 8     led the fight for 3 million in additional

 9     funding for mobile crisis response units.

10     Over 200 Philadelphians each day -- 200

11     residents each day seek mental health

12     support, and this funding will help

13     ensure trained mental health providers

14     will be able to respond to every call.

15               I'm proud to have successfully

16     led a fight for $800,000 in additional

17     funding for the Department of Labor.

18     This funding will be used to hire more

19     staff for the Office of Worker

20     Protections.  With the full staff, the

21     Office of Worker Protections could help

22     the City to keep the promises it made to

23     working families when we passed the wage

24     theft ordinance, fair workweek, and the

25     domestic workers' Bill of Rights.
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 2               I'm proud to have successfully

 3     led the fight for the funding of

 4     Pennsylvania Immigration Family Unity

 5     Project, which provides legal defense for

 6     family members who are threatened for

 7     deportation, and for Sickle Cell Disease

 8     Foundation, which supports and cares for

 9     affected families and a great number of

10     people who are Black, and I want to thank

11     my colleagues who stood with me on that.

12               But I could not in good

13     conscience vote for the cuts to the BIRT

14     and the wage tax in this budget.  These

15     cuts are permanent and reoccurring and

16     will lead to $107 million in lost revenue

17     over the next five years alone.

18               With no plan to replace that

19     revenue by reinstating PILOTs or by the

20     Philly Wealth Tax, these cuts will

21     inevitably lead to service cuts, maybe

22     not immediately but certainly down the

23     line.

24               I would much rather see the

25     money invested in City service that helps
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 2     small businesses and working families

 3     thrive, services like street and street

 4     light repairs, trash collections,

 5     cleaning and greening of vacant lots.

 6               Tax cuts hamper our ability to

 7     provide services that are essential to

 8     families and businesses alike.

 9               And I want to thank you,

10     Council President, and I want to thank my

11     colleagues for supporting the additional

12     revenue that I aimed for.

13               Thank you.

14               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

15     Thank you, Councilwoman.

16               Speeches on behalf of the

17     majority?

18               The Chair recognizes

19     Councilwoman Gauthier.

20               COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Thank

21     you, Council President.

22               I'm excited by many of the

23     amendments this body made to the City's

24     Fiscal Year 2024 budget.  Thanks to your

25     hard work and advocacy, we are making
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 2     important strides on topics ranging from

 3     mobile crisis units, cleaning our

 4     commercial corridors, environmental

 5     justice, and same-day pay work for

 6     returning residents.  I am thankful for

 7     my colleagues' leadership and

 8     partnership.

 9               And, yes, we are slightly

10     improving the City's ability to combat

11     quality of life issues, but the

12     incredibly low amount that we are

13     investing to combat this issue is like

14     putting a Band-Aid on a broken bone, and

15     it is a slap in the face to working-class

16     Black and brown residents who have been

17     begging this body to fully fund the

18     services they need to live on green,

19     clean, and safe blocks.

20               The $72 million proposal City

21     Council united behind was not a pie in

22     the sky number.  It was a surgical

23     improvement to life-saving services that

24     was borne from years of collaboration

25     between this body, City agencies,
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 2     community organizations, and

 3     constituents.

 4               JustServicesPHL was for every

 5     corner of our city, not just West and

 6     Southwest Philadelphia.  Because as we

 7     saw during our Public Safety hearing in

 8     Kensington, lacking City services is the

 9     status quo across Philadelphia.

10               But we do not need to look any

11     further than the Third District to

12     understand the urgency and importance of

13     significantly improving our municipal

14     services.  My constituent services team

15     receives dozens of calls a day, sometimes

16     more, from residents struggling to access

17     very basic services that every taxpayer

18     should automatically receive.  But it

19     isn't unusual for my office to receive a

20     picture of a kid who had his teeth

21     knocked out during a car crash or field

22     calls from frustrated RCOs about nuisance

23     businesses that operate illegally and

24     breed crime, including shootings, without

25     any repercussions.
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 2               And it breaks my heart and

 3     blows my mind that because our operating

 4     agencies are buckling under the enormous

 5     need for their services, my team must

 6     climb mountains to help constituents in a

 7     timely manner.

 8               We frequently acknowledge that

 9     the budget is a moral document.  I could

10     not vote for this budget because the

11     message I think it sends to our residents

12     is that we value the bottom line of

13     corporations and affluent residents more

14     than investing in the municipal services

15     our neighbors need to thrive and survive.

16               Council's latest tax cuts saves

17     the median resident a mere $21 annually.

18     That means Philadelphians earning $53,000

19     annually won't even save enough for a

20     half a tank of gas, and most of my

21     constituents only make a fraction of

22     this.

23               I cannot look my constituents

24     in the eye and tell them we do not have

25     $9 million to comprehensively combat
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 2     chronic illegal dumping or $4 million to

 3     slow cars down around schools and parks

 4     when we are spending $32 million on tax

 5     cuts annually.

 6               I think it is irresponsible and

 7     ill advised when many of our residents

 8     are not receiving the municipal services

 9     they are owed.

10               As the former executive

11     director of a business organization, I am

12     acutely aware of the need to uplift and

13     empower minority-owned enterprises, but

14     these tax cuts will overwhelmingly

15     benefit large non-diverse businesses.

16     Enterprises need an income of a million

17     dollars in revenue to get $1,800 back,

18     and most neighborhood businesses earn

19     nowhere near this and already have tax

20     exemptions.

21               If we wanted to create a fund

22     for Black and brown small businesses or

23     raise the BIRT exemption, I would be

24     fully on board, but I'm not going to

25     support a handout for affluent companies
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 2     that have the means to pay taxes when we

 3     should be investing in the services our

 4     neighbors and neighborhood businesses

 5     tell us they need to thrive.

 6               I could not in good conscience

 7     vote to authorize a budget that decreases

 8     our revenue during a time where we should

 9     be spending money on vital services.  And

10     every time we get a call about illegal

11     dumping or dangerous driving or blight,

12     we'll be painfully reminded about the

13     choice we made today to prioritize big

14     business over community.

15               To my colleagues, thank you for

16     hearing me out and for your work on the

17     budget.  And to the residents, I promise

18     to keep fighting for a budget that gives

19     our neighborhoods the care and resources

20     they deserve.

21               Thank you.

22               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

23     Thank you, Councilwoman.

24               The Chair recognizes

25     Councilwoman Lozada.
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 2               COUNCILWOMAN LOZADA:  Thank

 3     you, Council President.

 4               First, let me begin by saying

 5     thank you to my colleagues.  My first

 6     seven months here, my first budget, I had

 7     many questions.  I was often confused and

 8     frustrated and stressed out, but each and

 9     every one of you has always been

10     supportive and has gotten me through some

11     days when I was ready to scream and give

12     up.  And so I really appreciate all of

13     you in allowing me to be me through this

14     first seven months of my time here.

15               But, Council President, I'd

16     also like to make brief remarks regarding

17     Bill No. 230410, which was on our

18     schedule and asked by the Planning

19     Commission for a 45-day delay and a

20     request for review.

21               For decades, the residents of

22     the Seventh Council District have long

23     awaited legislation that will prevent

24     this type of facility in their community

25     without community participation and that



Stated Meeting 06-22-2023 231 
6/22/2023 

LEXITAS  
215-504-4622

 1           6/22/23 - STATED - SPEECHES

 2     would address the quality of life issues

 3     they face day in and day out stemming

 4     from this opioid epidemic, needles

 5     outside of their doorstep, the inability

 6     to use public transportation, kids having

 7     to use safe corridors that shield them

 8     from their innocence of their

 9     environment.

10               While the 45-day delay is a

11     Charter requirement and there's nothing

12     that I can do or this legislative body,

13     along with our co-sponsors, Clarke,

14     Squilla, Jones, Johnson, Driscoll, Bass,

15     Phillips, O'Neill, Harrity, and Vaughn

16     can do to shorten the timeline, let me be

17     clear.  This legislation represents the

18     voice of residents, a voice that with

19     this delay is not being respected.  In my

20     district, that voice has been an

21     overwhelming no.

22               However, this legislation, if

23     the community so chooses through a

24     community process, would allow these

25     consumption sites to exist within that



Stated Meeting 06-22-2023 232 
6/22/2023 

LEXITAS  
215-504-4622

 1           6/22/23 - STATED - SPEECHES

 2     district.  Simply put, this legislation

 3     gives the community a voice, and we've

 4     heard today how important a voice is in

 5     policies and legislation that we present

 6     on this legislative floor.

 7               We have for decades had the

 8     opportunity to address this humanitarian

 9     crisis for both residents and for those

10     battling addiction, a crisis that did not

11     arrive overnight but stems from systemic

12     inequalities and injustices.  We have had

13     decades to ask all the questions.  We

14     have had decades to do all of the

15     research and its potential impact.

16               From home break-ins, petty

17     thefts to prostitution, insecurity, gun

18     violence, trauma, and residents feelings

19     like prisoners in their own homes and

20     their communities, at what point is it

21     enough?

22               We will give the Planning

23     Commission the 45-day delay because we

24     have no choice, but we will not yield.

25     We will find ways to address quality of
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 2     life issues in our neighborhoods, and we

 3     will not stop fighting for this

 4     community.

 5               I look forward to passing this

 6     legislation when we return in the fall.

 7     With the support of my colleagues, I'm

 8     committed to continuing to have

 9     conversations that bring resolutions and

10     working with our state legislators, our

11     Governor, and our next Mayor to address

12     these issues until we take back our

13     communities and invest in the resources

14     that these communities have been

15     ignored -- who have been ignored and who

16     deserve it so much.

17               Thank you so much.

18               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

19     Thank you, Councilwoman.  You achieved

20     quite a bit in your first seven months.

21     Congratulations.

22               The Chair recognizes Councilman

23     Jones.

24               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you,

25     Mr. President and colleagues.
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 2               I just want to recognize

 3     Samantha Williams, Esquire, who we let

 4     leave here, we let leave here.  She ran

 5     away and joined the political process,

 6     and she keeps coming back.  I don't

 7     understand.

 8               We do our thing and here you

 9     are.  Do you miss us?  Is that what it

10     is?  Well, we miss you too.

11               I just wanted everyone to

12     recognize Samantha Williams.  And her

13     less known sister --

14                    - - -

15                 (Applause.)

16                    - - -

17               COUNCILMAN JONES:  -- is back

18     there, because she said in the hallway

19     she got more votes than you.  That's all

20     I'm going to say.

21               Thank you, Mr. President.

22               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

23     Thank you, Councilman.

24               The Chair recognizes Councilman

25     Phillips.
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 2               COUNCILMAN PHILLIPS:  I just

 3     want to be on record saying it's good to

 4     see you, Sam, as well.

 5               Also being on record, early --

 6     I don't know what I was thinking about --

 7     I said motion.  I meant to say move to

 8     adopt the resolution, but I just want to

 9     say I want to put it out there, still

10     learning seven months in.

11               Listen, I just really wanted to

12     say thank you.  You know, having done

13     service all my life for the most part

14     since I was a teenager, you know, I'm not

15     new to service, but I am new to this body

16     of service, and, you know, I wanted to

17     quickly jump in and do as much as

18     possible to serve the City of

19     Philadelphia and the residents of the

20     Ninth District.

21               I know being a new guy, there's

22     always questions of whether or not -- you

23     know, what is he going to do, how is he

24     going to do it, and I always wanted to

25     make sure I did the best I can.
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 2               But I want to be able to say

 3     thank you publicly to Council President

 4     Clarke for all your mentorship and your

 5     support, you know, to try to help me get

 6     through this as the leader of this body.

 7     I also want to say thank you to everyone

 8     here today who helped myself, Councilman

 9     Harrity, Councilwoman Lozada, and

10     Councilwoman Vaughn, who is actually more

11     like a senior member in more ways than

12     one even though this is her first year.

13     She's teaching us stuff, transition here.

14     So I just want to say that.

15               And also to Council President

16     Clarke and also Jenaye Munford of NPI,

17     yesterday we did a wonderful thing where

18     we are funding for the first time

19     driveways in the City of Philadelphia.

20     That's never been done before.

21     Councilwoman Tasco, Councilwoman Parker,

22     and Councilman John White were big

23     advocates for that, and thanks to you,

24     Council President, for the first time

25     we're going to be funding driveways
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 2     through the City of Philadelphia,

 3     something that's not affordable for a lot

 4     of our residents.  And that's -- you've

 5     not only done that for me and our

 6     district, but you're doing that across

 7     the board with alleyways and trees and so

 8     forth.

 9               So you've been really making

10     some really pioneering work happen in our

11     city, so I want to say thank you so much

12     and God bless, carry forward.  This has

13     been a great first seven months for me.

14     I'm looking forward to September, and

15     we'll do the work of the Lord together.

16               God bless.

17               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

18     Thank you.  Thank you, Councilman.  You

19     were a hero yesterday.  I must say that

20     you put on a good event, and the people

21     in your community, particularly on that

22     block, were extremely excited.

23               You need to know that you have

24     set off a firestorm of calls, texts, and

25     e-mails today from people across the City
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 2     of Philadelphia that want to get their

 3     driveways done.  So thank you for putting

 4     that on yesterday.  Thank you.

 5               The Chair recognizes

 6     Councilwoman Bass.

 7               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you,

 8     Mr. President.  Yes, he set off a

 9     firestorm.  I have a list already.

10               But thank you to my colleagues

11     for your fantastic work, particularly my

12     new colleagues that have been just a joy

13     really to work with and a pleasure to

14     work with and a lot of fun as well, as

15     this one here.

16               But a couple things.  I wanted

17     to again say thank you so much to

18     everyone for the passage of this budget.

19     I think it's really important that when

20     we have the opportunity to give money

21     back to the citizens of Philadelphia,

22     that we do so.  It's not, you know,

23     something that -- I know everybody

24     doesn't necessarily agree.  I know my

25     colleague spoke to it earlier and has her
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 2     reasoning and rationale, and I certainly

 3     do understand and respect that, but I

 4     also know that the argument that, you

 5     know, the government can spend your money

 6     better than you can just doesn't fly with

 7     a lot of people, myself included.  I

 8     think that where we have the opportunity

 9     to provide some relief to folks, that

10     that's what we need to do, and I think

11     this budget does that, so it's an honor

12     to do that.

13               But I did want to speak about

14     something that's deeply personal to me

15     today, and it's something I feel like the

16     City of Philadelphia, we all should be

17     talking about, and really no one is

18     talking about it.

19               And so, Mr. President, if

20     you'll indulge me, I'd like to just read

21     my remarks that I've prepared for this

22     very important topic, and it's really

23     around DHS and the reform that's

24     necessary.

25               As a member of Philadelphia
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 2     City Council and the Chair of the

 3     Committee on Public Health and Human

 4     Services, I recognize that it is

 5     incredibly important to remember that the

 6     lives, futures, and ultimately the

 7     destiny of our most fragile citizens in

 8     need, who are children in Philadelphia,

 9     can easily be altered.  The trajectory

10     can be upward, like a catapult, moving

11     our youth against the wind and into a

12     limitless future, or it can be downward,

13     like a shovel digging deep, knowing that

14     deep holes and unstable foundations can

15     be nearly impossible to escape.

16               So many of us know these kids

17     and actually were these kids.  We were

18     hoping for a better life, while unsure of

19     how to navigate rough neighborhoods,

20     complicated families, unaddressed trauma

21     and the like.  And while some of us made

22     it to the land of stability, far too many

23     did not.

24               Whether you're in the system

25     that's DHS, foster care, or in need of
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 2     adoption, et cetera, or not, too many of

 3     our youth need the direction and guidance

 4     of these very systems that have failed

 5     their families generationally.

 6               I was one of the lucky ones.  I

 7     was adopted at birth.  But the problems

 8     of this enormous system continue on, and

 9     despite my hearings on the DHS Community

10     Umbrella Agency, also known as CUAs,

11     debacle, there is little to no visible

12     action planned by the City's Department

13     of Human Services to offer better service

14     to this clientele.

15               And so I want to take this

16     moment to actually thank one of the

17     previous providers for not attempting to

18     renew their contract with the Department

19     of Human Services, knowing that not only

20     do they lack the capacity to provide the

21     services needed, but they have been

22     extremely negligent in the past,

23     including returning three sisters who

24     were repeatedly sexually assaulted by

25     their abusive father and to the tune of
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 2     costing them a $6 million settlement.

 3               So I say thank you, soon-to-be

 4     former provider, for ending the facade of

 5     quality services.  Thank you for

 6     acknowledging that you are unable to make

 7     critical decisions regarding safe

 8     environments for young people.  And thank

 9     you for no longer requesting taxpayer

10     dollars with no deliverables.

11               If only we were able to thank

12     you before you entered into a contract

13     that damaged innumerable lives, most of

14     them young people.  And while I wish that

15     the decision was made because it was the

16     right thing to do, I know that it had a

17     whole lot more to do with your inability

18     to obtain insurance for your operation as

19     required in your contract.

20               One last thing.  On your way

21     out of the proverbial door, I noticed

22     that you were operating four out of the

23     ten agencies that are Community Umbrella

24     Agencies, and thus little attention has

25     been given to the fact that a whopping
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 2     40 percent of the foster care system in

 3     Philadelphia is in trouble and is going

 4     to likely have new and inexperienced

 5     providers.  Where are the alarm bells

 6     that should be ringing?  And this is of

 7     great concern, isn't it?

 8               How did we get here?  DHS, I

 9     ask you, how did we get here?

10               Clearly, reform is needed in

11     the system, as neither I nor my Council

12     colleagues have been briefed on this

13     matter, not even given any information.

14     Clearly, reform is a priority, as we

15     cannot continue down this path and then

16     say why are our young people acting out?

17     They're acting out because on this level,

18     this city has failed them.

19               But it can be better.  I'm

20     looking forward to pulling together key

21     stakeholders and to begin the makings of

22     the system being reformed, because these

23     are all of our children, and they not

24     only deserve an answer, they deserve

25     better from the system and from the City.
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 2               I thank you, Mr. President.

 3               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

 4     Thank you.  Thank you, Councilwoman.

 5                    - - -

 6                 (Applause.)

 7                    - - -

 8               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

 9     Thank you so much.

10               Councilman Johnson, you did

11     not -- are you okay?

12               Councilman Jones.

13               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Yes.  I

14     don't want to belabor the point, but

15     Member Bass hit on something that is at

16     the root of a lot of the criminal

17     activity, a lot of the bad outcomes.

18     When you see 200 young people on Market

19     Street and you wonder where they came

20     from, a lot of times they came from that

21     system.

22               So I look forward to working

23     with you to help.  That's one piece in

24     the cog of anti-violence that we should

25     be considering.  So thank you for that.
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 2               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you.

 3               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

 4     Thank you.

 5               Councilman, you jumped off and

 6     jumped on.  You did want to be

 7     recognized?  I'm sorry.  Thank you.

 8               The Chair recognizes Councilman

 9     Johnson.

10               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Yeah.

11     Just wanted to be brief in just

12     supporting my colleague Councilwoman

13     Cindy Bass, not only for her advocacy but

14     also really stepping up to the plate and

15     being transparent and at the same time

16     using her own personal experiences as to

17     why she's passionate about addressing

18     this issue.  And at the end of the day,

19     these are all of our children.

20               And so, Sis, you have my

21     support.  Anything that I can be

22     supportive of your efforts.  And also

23     thank you for your courage in stepping up

24     to the plate and just using your personal

25     experiences about why --
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 2                    - - -

 3                 (Applause.)

 4                    - - -

 5               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  -- this is

 6     important.  And I don't think a lot of

 7     times the wider public understands.  Like

 8     we really care about the work that we're

 9     doing, right, in terms of why we do the

10     work that we're doing.  It's not politics

11     as usual.

12               And so, Colleague, you have my

13     110 percent support.

14               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you.

15               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

16     Thank you, Councilman.

17               I see you now, Councilwoman.

18               COUNCILWOMAN VAUGHN:  I can't

19     help but take this personal.

20               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  We

21     saved the best for last.

22               The Chair recognizes

23     Councilwoman Vaughn.

24               COUNCILWOMAN VAUGHN:  Thank you

25     very much, Council President.  I can't
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 2     help but take this stuff personal.  I

 3     start pushing my button.  It never goes

 4     on.  But y'all want to hear from me now.

 5               Listen, I want to let everyone

 6     know and invite them to the Public Safety

 7     hearing that's going to be held Tuesday,

 8     June 27th by my colleague Councilman

 9     Curtis Jones and myself.  We are having

10     this hearing regarding the escape of the

11     two inmates from the Philadelphia

12     Industrial Correctional Center on the

13     evening of May the 7th, and I'm asking

14     everyone to please try to attend and come

15     on there with some serious questions that

16     we need to ask these people about what

17     happened and how this was able to occur.

18               If you are interested, you can

19     contact Duwayne Terry in my office at

20     215-686-3450 and/or send him your

21     testimony to duwayne.terry@phila.gov.

22               I guess I'll have to start

23     being nicer to Cindy now.

24               No, but I want to wish all my

25     colleagues a wonderful summer, and I also
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 2     want to express my gratitude for all of

 3     your support and help this past couple

 4     months.  I am truly grateful.  Yes, I've

 5     been around for a long time and I know a

 6     lot of things, but this part of the job I

 7     did not know, and you all have made it

 8     painless.

 9               Thank you very much.

10               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

11     Thank you, Councilwoman.  Thank you so

12     much.  Your transition was quite smooth.

13               The Chair recognizes

14     Councilwoman Gilmore Richardson.

15               COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON:  Thank

16     you, Council President.

17               I too wanted to rise in support

18     of Councilmember Cindy Bass for her call

19     to action for the Department of Human

20     Services, but I also wanted to commend

21     her for sharing her story, which is truly

22     our story, and know that I am in full

23     support of the work that I know you will

24     do ahead on this issue, because we must

25     ensure that we are taking care of our



Stated Meeting 06-22-2023 249 
6/22/2023 

LEXITAS  
215-504-4622

 1           6/22/23 - STATED - SPEECHES

 2     young people and that we are the village

 3     for our young people.

 4               So thank you, Councilmember

 5     Bass.  You have my full and unwavering

 6     support.  Thank you.

 7               Thank you, CP.

 8               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

 9     Thank you, Councilwoman.

10               The Chair recognizes Councilman

11     Thomas.

12               COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Good

13     afternoon.

14               Thank you, colleagues.  First

15     and foremost, of course, Councilmember

16     Bass, I think you touched us all with

17     your testimony and, more importantly,

18     making yourself vulnerable.  We

19     definitely appreciate that.

20               As it relates to today's

21     budget, I just want to put a couple

22     things on the record, because I think

23     it's really important.

24               First and foremost, in my

25     opinion, I think it's really disingenuous



Stated Meeting 06-22-2023 250 
6/22/2023 

LEXITAS  
215-504-4622

 1           6/22/23 - STATED - SPEECHES

 2     and not fair to the members of City

 3     Council to give the public the perception

 4     that we had to choose between tax cuts

 5     and other City services.  That was not

 6     the case with this year's budget.

 7               Last year we had a $700 million

 8     surplus, and for those who don't

 9     understand economics, when you're

10     operating in the midst of the surplus, if

11     you decide to offer any type of tax cuts,

12     we're not cutting any services or not

13     hiring any people.  We anticipate there

14     being more revenue than what we planned

15     for.  So in the midst of the revenue that

16     we anticipate coming in, similar to that

17     business owner who testified earlier who

18     talked about having to pay revenue on

19     anticipated -- having to pay taxes on

20     anticipated revenue, that's exactly what

21     we're doing with the City.

22               And so I understand we can't

23     raise the exemption.  If we could, we

24     would.  During my time in City Council,

25     I've been very thoughtful about every
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 2     bill that I've introduced and every

 3     significant project I've been a part of,

 4     whether it's something like driving

 5     equality that took me over a year to

 6     introduce and pass the legislation or

 7     even grant programs like the Illuminate

 8     the Arts grants that I had a chance to

 9     work with my colleague for.

10               I know firsthand when you try

11     to put together a grant program or a big

12     project through the City of Philadelphia,

13     those things take years.  Illuminate the

14     Arts was a $1.5 million grant program

15     that took us nearly a year to get off the

16     ground during the pandemic in the midst

17     of an emergency.

18               So at the end of the day, I

19     hear a lot of things that we wish we can

20     do.  I would love to raise the exemption

21     for businesses.  We already know some of

22     the red tape that we've run into there.

23     But I just had to put this on the record,

24     because at the end of the day, one thing

25     about the decisions that we're making
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 2     today around taxes, they are not

 3     permanent.  If we come back next year and

 4     we feel like what we did did not work, we

 5     can modify, we can change, we can adjust.

 6               When you look at how tax

 7     structure works and how you look at these

 8     things through an economic perspective,

 9     cuts are gradual.  They're small.

10     They're meant to be that way, because

11     when you're doing cuts, it's supposed to

12     happen over a five-year or sometimes even

13     a ten-year timeline.  That's why we have

14     five-year plans.

15               So I want to thank my

16     colleagues for standing strong as it

17     relates to this year's budget,

18     specifically the tax cuts, and I just

19     want to let the public know that we did

20     not have to choose between this and other

21     constituent services.  We did this

22     because it was the right thing to do, and

23     we know that there are other constituent

24     needs and other issues that we have to

25     fund to assure that we're giving
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 2     Philadelphia the best product.

 3               In closing, I just want to

 4     remind the listening public and other

 5     legislators that last year we put so much

 6     money into departments and into programs

 7     like cameras and things of that capacity,

 8     that departments had to give us money

 9     back.  We fought for different things for

10     public safety that still hasn't been

11     purchased today, whether it's cameras or

12     technology for the Police Department or

13     anything like that.

14               So in conclusion, this budget

15     did some things that I agree with, some

16     things that I disagree with.  We put a

17     lot of money a lot of different places,

18     including an extra 50-plus million for

19     police.  And so when I think about this

20     budget, I'm proud of the product that we

21     were able to produce, and I want the

22     citizens of Philadelphia to understand

23     that we are trying our best to move in

24     their best interest.  We're thinking

25     about the restaurants, the businesses,
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 2     the barbershops and beauty salons who

 3     can't just relocate to Conshohocken, like

 4     the man said, or King of Prussia or

 5     things of that capacity.  They need the

 6     foot traffic in Philadelphia, and they

 7     deserve a bone.  And if we could find

 8     another way to give them a bone, somebody

 9     please let me know, because I'll be the

10     first one to support that.  Until then,

11     I'm proud of the tax cuts.

12               Thank you, Council President.

13                    - - -

14                 (Applause.)

15                    - - -

16               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

17     Thank you, Councilman.  Thank you,

18     Councilman.

19               The Chair recognizes

20     Councilwoman Gauthier.

21               COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Thank

22     you, Council President.

23               I just wanted to remind

24     everybody that I'm hosting a briefing in

25     the Caucus Room directly after the
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 2     meeting.  The Penn LGBT Center will be

 3     leading a training and conversation about

 4     resources available for transgender and

 5     non-binary constituents.  There will

 6     also -- it will also be a safe space to

 7     ask questions you may have regarding

 8     transgender and LGBTQ+ topics; for

 9     example, the importance of pronouns or

10     how to handle a situation where you may

11     forget someone's pronouns and other

12     issues as well.  And lunch will be

13     served.  Hope everybody can stop by.

14               Thank you.

15               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

16     Thank you, Councilwoman.

17               Councilman Harrity.

18               COUNCILMAN HARRITY:  I had it

19     pushed.  I don't know.

20               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Not

21     my fault, sir.  I'm looking at the

22     screen.  Sorry.

23               COUNCILMAN HARRITY:  I

24     thought --

25               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The
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 2     Chair recognizes Councilman Harrity.  I

 3     didn't see your name.

 4               COUNCILMAN HARRITY:  I thought

 5     I was on punishment, but I was only

 6     actually -- I just wanted to say thank

 7     you to all my colleagues here in Council

 8     for making this budget season bearable.

 9     You know, I got a lot of advice and I got

10     a lot of people in this room who helped

11     me and guided me through the process and

12     getting some of my things into the

13     budget, which was great.  I feel a big

14     sense of accomplishment.

15               But I'd like to thank all my

16     sponsors and co-sponsors with me on the

17     domestic partnership bill that we amended

18     today.  It kind of sunk through with the

19     all-bill amendment, but I just wanted to

20     say thank you.  I'm actually very proud

21     of the support that I got with this bill.

22     This was my first bill.  It's my first

23     bill to pass.  I'm very excited, and I'm

24     very excited that I had basically the

25     whole Council co-sponsor this bill.
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 2               It was needed.  It's a way for

 3     people to give a commitment to their

 4     significant other without actually having

 5     to get married.  It was a right that was

 6     given to a few, and now it is given to

 7     all, as it is supposed to be.

 8               So I thank you all, and I thank

 9     you for helping me through this process

10     and I look forward to the work that we

11     will be doing again in our next session.

12     So thank you all.

13               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

14     Thank you, Councilman.

15               That concludes our speeches on

16     behalf of the minority and the majority.

17               I'm not allowed to give

18     speeches on the podium, so I'll shut up.

19     But I just want to thank you so much,

20     guys, for not only the budget season but

21     this year of your involvement, your due

22     diligence.  More importantly, in an

23     election year, you didn't disappear.  You

24     continued to do the work for the people

25     of the City of Philadelphia, being here
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 2     on a consistent basis and making sure

 3     that we understood what was reflected in

 4     this particular year's election in terms

 5     of what we commit to, how we fund

 6     initiatives, where we put money to

 7     reflect the bottom line, the people's

 8     perspective, because at the end of the

 9     day, that's why we're here.

10               So I want to thank you all so

11     much again for a successful legislative

12     session, budget session.  Look forward to

13     rocking and rolling over the course of

14     the summer, because we do have to get

15     things implemented as the appropriating

16     authority.  If it's not spent, it doesn't

17     count, right?  So we have to continue to

18     push forward.

19               So you all have an awesome,

20     quote/unquote, legislative recess.  We're

21     not going away.  We'll still be around,

22     for those that think that we somehow take

23     a two-month vacation, right?  That's not

24     the case.  So we look forward to working

25     with you all throughout the season and we
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 2     can get another -- a number of

 3     significant initiatives so we can set the

 4     phones on fire like Councilman Phillips

 5     did yesterday with all these dollars that

 6     we need to spend on NPI.

 7               So thank you all.  You all have

 8     an awesome weekend.  We'll see you a

 9     little later.

10               With that, I would recognize

11     Councilman Squilla for a motion to

12     adjourn.

13               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you,

14     Mr. President.  I move that Council stand

15     adjourned until Thursday, September 14th,

16     2023 at 10:00 a.m.

17               (Duly seconded.)

18               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

19     been moved and properly seconded Council

20     stand adjourned until Thursday,

21     September 14, 2023, 10:00 a.m.

22               All in favor indicate by saying

23     aye.

24               (Aye.)

25               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
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 2     Those opposed?

 3               (No response.)

 4               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

 5     ayes have it.

 6               Thank you all very much.

 7                    - - -

 8               (Stated Meeting adjourned at

 9     1:57 p.m.)

10                    - - -
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