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COW TTEE OF THE WHOLE

Cty Hall, Room 400

Phi | adel phi a, Pennsyl vani a
Wednesday, Novenber 20, 2024
10: 00 a. m

PRESENT:

COUNCI L PRESI DENT KENYATTA JOHNSON
COUNCI LWOVAN NI NA AHMAD

COUNCI LWOVAN CI NDY BASS

COUNCI LWOVAN KENDRA BROOKS

COUNCI LMAN M CHAEL DRI SCOLL

COUNCI LWOVAN JAM E GAUTHI ER

COUNCI LWOVAN KATHERI NE G LMORE RI CHARDSON
COUNCI LMAN JI M HARRI TY

COUNCI LMAN CURTIS J. JONES, JR
COUNCI LWOVAN RUE LANDAU

COUNCI LWOVAN QUETCY M LOZADA
COUNCI LMAN BRI AN J. O NEI LL

COUNCI LMAN NI COLAS O ROURKE

COUNCI LMAN ANTHONY PHI LLI PS

COUNCI LMAN | SAI AH THOVAS

COUNCI LMAN JEFFREY YOUNG, JR

JOHN D. CHRI STMAS, CHI EF CLERK
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PROCEEDI NGS

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
J OHNSON:

Good norni ng, everyone.

This is the public
hearing of the Coormittee of the
Whol e regarding Bill's Nunber
240966, 240967, 240968, 240969,
240970, 240971, 240972, and 240973.

Before calling the roll,
I'"d like to announce that we have
transl ation services avail able for
anyone present at today's hearing.
If needed, please go to the table to
nmy left. Services are offered in
Mandarin and Cantonese.

M. Christmas, wll you
pl ease call a roll.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | man
Squi l I a.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:
(Nonver bal response)

CH EF CLERK: Counci |

Jam e Gaut hi er.
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Present.

Jones.

Present.

Young.

( Nonver bal

Driscoll.

(Nonver ba

Lady Lozada.

(Nonver ba

Lady Bass.

Present.

Phillips.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER

CH EF CLERK: Counci | man

Counci | renber JONES:

CH EF CLERK: Counci | man

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG:

response)

CH EF CLERK: Counci | man

COUNCI LMEMBER DRI SCOLL:

response)

CH EF CLERK: Counci |

COUNCI LMEMBER Lozada:

response)
CH EF CLERK: Counci |
COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:
CH EF CLERK: Counci | nan
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Present.

O Neill.

( Nonver bal

COUNCI LMEMBER

CH EF CLERK:

COUNCI LMEMBER

response)

CHI EF CLERK:

Lady G I nore Richardson

Present.

Thonmas.

(Nonver ba

Harrity.

Present.

Lady Ahnad.

Present.

Lady Landau.

COUNCI LMEMBER

CHI EF CLERK:

COUNCI LMEMBER

response)

CH EF CLERK:

COUNCI LMEMBER

CHI EF CLERK:

COUNCI LMEMBER

CHI EF CLERK:

PHI LLI PS:

Counci | man

O NEI LL:

Counci |

Rl CHARDSON:

Counci | man

THOVAS:

Counci | man

HARRI TY:

Counci |

AHNMAD:

Counci |
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COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU
(Nonver bal response)

CH EF CLERK: Counci l
Lady Brooks.

COUNCI LMEMBER BROCKS:
(Nonver bal response)

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man
O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE
Present.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |
Presi dent Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Present. Thank you. A
quorumof this commttee is present.
And this hearing is now called to
order. M. Chris, will you please
read the title of the bills?

CH EF CLERK: Bill Nunber
240966; to grant the necessary
aut hori zations for the city to help
facilitate devel opnent,
construction, and operation of a new

arena for the Phil adel phia 76ers
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pr of essi onal basketball team and for
ot her uses, including authorizing
the comm ssion of public property
and such other city officials as may
be appropriate on behalf of the city
to enter into the foll ow ng
agreenents and take the foll ow ng
actions:

Acquire fee sinple title
to all the portions of 1001 to 1025
Filbert Street, 1001 to 1019 Market
Street, and 1025 Market Street,
toget her, the Market and Fil bert
Street properties.

Acquire fee sinple title
to other parcels of |and, aerial
areas and subsurface areas in the
vicinity of the Market and Fil bert
Street properties, including,
wi thout limtation, those areas
reverting to the city or other
parties in connection with the
striking of certain aerial portions

of 10th Street between Market Street
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and Filbert Street, and in certain
ot her nearby parcels and areas enter
into a ground | ease agreenent with

t he Phil adel phia Authority for

I ndustrial Devel opnent under which
the city would | ease to pay all or a
portion of the Market Street and
Filbert Street properties and the
addi ti onal properties, if any, and
ot her parcels and subsurface areas
the city nowowns in the vicinity of
those properties, all of which
collectively would constitute the
arena site.

Join in or consent to a
subl ease and devel opnent agr eenent
bet ween pay and other CBL Arena, LLC
and entity affiliated with the
Phi | adel phia 76ers LP or anot her
entity affiliated with the 76ers
under which Arena Co or other 76 or
related entity woul d subl ease the
area -- the arena site and cause an

arena to be constructed on it,
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i ncluding a nulti-purpose sports
entertainment facility and ancillary
accessory and rel ated anenities,

I nprovenents and infrastructure and
agree to other related conditions.

Upon the expiration or
term nation of the sublease or other
circunstances set forth in the
subl ease, convey fee sinple title to
the arena to pay for disposition to
ArenaCo. grant, accept, anend,
rel ocate and extingui sh easenents
agreenents, conditions, covenants
and restrictions encunbering or
benefiting the arena site in any
city on property adjacent to the
arena site for the benefit of the
arena site.

To facilitate
construction and operation of the
arena, enter into a direct operating
covenant agreenent anong the 76ers
paid in the city, under which the

76ers agree to play substantially
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all of their regular season and

pl ayoff ganes -- playoff honme ganes
in the arena and take all actions
necessary and appropriate to
acconplish the intent and purpose of
this ordinance, all under certain
ternms and conditions.

And Bill Nunber 240967,
aut hori zi ng and approving the
execution and delivery of a service
agreenent between the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a and the Phil adel phi a
Aut hority for Industrial Devel opnent
relating to the provision by the
Phi | adel phia Authority for
I ndustrial Devel opnent of certain
project related services to pronote
anong ot her things, the growth and
expansi on of busi ness, commerce, and
tourismwithin the city of
Phi | adel phia in connection with the
devel opnent of a nulti-purpose
sports and entertai nment facility,

i ncluding an arena to acconmopdat e
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Nat i onal Basketball Associ ation
ganes and famly entertainnent,
community retail and other uses.

Aut hori zi ng and approving
the obligation of the city of
Phi | adel phia to pay in full when
due, the service fee and other
anount s payabl e under the service
agreenent and covenanting to nake
necessary appropriations for such
pur pose and authorizing city
officials to take necessary or
appropriate actions to acconplish
the intent and purpose of the
ordi nance, all under certain terns
and condi tions.

And Bi |l Nunber 240968,
aut hori zing the revision of |ines
and grades on a portion of City Plan
No. 307, by striking fromthe city
pl an and vacating Filbert Street
from10th Street to 11th Street
under certain ternms and conditions.

And Bi |l Nunber 240969,
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aut hori zing the revision of |ines
and grades on a portion of Gty Plan
No. 307 by striking fromthe city
pl an and vacating certain aerial
portions of 10th Street between
Market Street and Fil bert Street
under certain terns and conditions.

And Bi |l Nunber 240970,
aut hori zing CBL Arena, LLC, and its
assessors and interest to construct,
own, and maintain various right of
way encroachnents in the vicinity of
1019 Market Street, 1025 Market
Street, 1001 to 25 Fil bert Street,
Phi | adel phia, PA, under certain
terms and conditions.

And Bill Nunber 240971
amending Title 14 of the
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled Zoning
and Pl anni ng, by anmending certain
definitions relating to signs,
creating an arena area wthin the
Center City Overlay district and

maki ng rel ated changes including a
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mast er plan requirenent and changes
to assessory sign controls, all in
connection with zoning rules for
proposed arena in Center Gty, and
approving a master plan for the
arena area, all under certain terns
and condi ti ons.

And Bi |l Nunber 240972,
anmending Title 14 of the
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled Zoning
and Pl anning, by revising certain
provi sions of Section 14906 entitled
Mar ket Street E-Sign Regul ation, al
under certain terns and conditions.

And Bi |l Nunber 940973,
approvi ng the amendnent of a
nei ghbor hood i nprovenent district in
the area, generally bounded by and
including 11th Street to the west,
Filbert Street to the north, 8th
Street to the east, and Market
Street to the south, with the
exception of certain condon nium

units at 801 Market Street.
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Condom ni um not i ncl uded
in the district known as the Gallery
Nei ghbor hood | nprovenent District to
renove certain portions of such
property, generally bounded by
Filbert Street on the North, 10th
Street on the East, 11th Street on
the West, and Market Street on the
south from such district in
accordance with the provisions of
the Community and Econom c
| nprovenent Act all under certain
ternms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch. W
want to thank everyone for comng to
participate in public conment today
as we di scuss, consider, and debate
the proposal that's before us.

Today we wel cone all feedback, pro
and con, regarding this proposal.
We just ask for a level of respect
regardi ng public comrents.

Al so working with us
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today is to ny left, the Departnent
of Gvil Affairs, our Sheriff's
Departnent, and Phil adel phi a
fi nances, Phil adel phia Police
Departnent, as we operate and nove
through this process. The first
gentl eman we're going to ask to cal
up, M. John Christms, please.

CH EF CLERK: M. Sam
St at en.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: In the neanwhile, how s
everybody doing today? Al right?
That's good. Good norning. How you
doi ng today?

MR. STATEN. Good norni ng

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Good nor ni ng.

MR, STATEN. -- Council
President. Good norning Council
nenbers. M nane is Sam Staten Jr.
The busi ness manager of Laborers'

Local 332, also International Vice
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President for the Laborers’
International Union of North Anmerica
and Canada. |'mhere today to
testify about how inportant it's
that we have this arena downtown.

As you know, Local 332 is
a construction union. That our
nmenber shi p depends on work. W al
know about construction, that it's
seasonal. It's not year-round. So
anytinme we get an opportunity to get
our nmenbers to work, we are charged
to do that. Qur local unions are
uni qgue because we invite -- probably
is the only local that enploys every
nationality. W are proud of that.
Qur local was founded in the 1920s
by African Anericans. |t was
chartered by International 1932.
Since that time, it's only been
ei ght busi ness managers. |'mthe
ei ght h busi ness manager.

We are proud of our

heritage and | understand Chi nat own
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wanted to be proud of their
heritage. Wen it conmes down to

vi abl e and work, we depend on
contractors that we have signed
signatory to give us decent benefits
and wages. W fight for that. |
was educat ed yest erday.

| used to go to Chinatown
quite a bit to eat. And when | was
sitting in Chinatown eating, | would
notice that | didn't see many
people. | saw a |l ot of people who
| ooked |i ke nme eating, but | didn't
see a | ot of people working. That
ki nd of disturbed ne to the bit that
| stopped going to Chinatown.

Yest erday, when a
questi on was asked about -- one of
the Gty Council nenbers about the
enpl oyment, and the gentl eman said,
we had 300 businesses in Chinatown,
but he only enployed three African
Anericans.

That was -- that was
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di sturbing for me. And to know that
Cty Council and our mayor is trying
to bring back Center Cty, it's a
great thing because |ike any place
el se, you need an anchor. You need
an anchor. A mall don't survive
wi t hout anchor stores in a mall. W
tal k about downt own.

| remenber the days,
hol i days where every store had
lights up. You could walk 20 bl ocks
and see all shopping in stores.
Things were lively. People were
enj oyi ng thensel ves. That hasn't
happened here in Philadel phia in
over 20 years. Were you go
downt own and Christmas tine is dead.
Vacant buildings is all you see.

This arena will bring
back busi nesses, especially mnority
busi nesses. You tal k about mnority
busi ness having a chasing a dream
You tal k about mnority contractors

chasing a dream be a part of this
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stadium It is so, so inportant.
Wien it's all said and done,
Chinatown will go back to be in

Chi natown, but it don't change the
makeup of downtown if it's not done.
It's still going to have board up
stores, people waiting for an
opportunity.

We nmust make this arena
happen. So many peopl e depend on
this arena happening. | recall in
nmy younger days, the downtown that |
remenber, we had so many options;
novi es, shopping, they don't exist
now. Wiy? Because we have to do
better. W have to do better. This
I's not about Chinatown; this is
about the city of Phil adel phi a.

We hear our mayor talk
about one united city. W nust nake
this -- the stadium happen. So |'m
calling on Gty Council to nmake sure
that it happened not just for ny

nmenber shi p. But you tal k about the
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jobs that it's going to create in
the retail, the new business owners
that they are going to create with

t hese properties that now boarded up
and vacant. So again, | stress upon
the Council to pass the bills.

Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
J OHNSON:

Sam before | turn over
to ny nenbers, we just want to
publicly, just thank you and
acknow edge you for the work that
you do, representing Laborers’
District Council in 332, but nost
importantly carrying on the life and
| egacy of Sam Staten, Sr.

And so you are always in
the community. You are al ways
tal ki ng about econom c devel opnent,
and nost inportantly, making sure
we're putting our best foot forward
to advocate for those nobst in need

when it cones to addressing issue of
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poverty here in the great city of
Phi | adel phia. The chair recognizes
the Councilman JimHarrity.

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY:

Thank you, Counci
President. Thank you, M. Staten,
for comng in today and taking your
time. | know you're a busy guy.
What can you tell nme about what this
job will do for nenbers of all the
unions? This is going to be a five-
year job, right? Those of us who've
wor ked in the industry know t hat
once you get a little bit of gray
hair on your head or in your beard,
it gets harder and harder to becone

a steady person.

This job will not -- this
will not only create jobs, but this
will also allow our nenbers to

retire off of this job, correct?
MR. STATEN. Yes. |
nmean, this is huge because, you

know, we are -- we are a gr eat
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proponent of apprenticeship. So
it's not just our nenbers, we're
tal ki ng about the future. Like,
every union's not going to survive
unl ess you have peopl e com ng behind
you to nmaintain it.

W' ve been around since
the 1920s. W didn't stay around
because we were there, there was
menbers to keep the work goi ng and
keep the work going. So when you
tal k about construct, and |i ke |
said, again, it's seasonal. But
you're also changing lives in every
kind of area. Wether it's be our
menber shi p, be apprentices, people
returning citizens from prison.

It's so many opportunities here that
we tal ki ng about.

Li ke I say, Chinatown's
going to go back to Chinatown, be in
Chi natown when it's all said and
done. But the city still got to

find jobs for people to be able to

Page 21

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
11/ 20/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

pay taxes and people to still

support their famlies. And this is
what this kind of work does for us

I n construction.

The ot her piece of that
is this is why you have union
contractors because there's
definitely a difference between
uni on and non-union in a building.
When you build union, you' re safe.
You know, you wal k through a
building and it don't cave in.

W had this issue sone
years ago where people got killed at
20t h and Market because we had a
non-uni on contract trying to do sone
wor k that he wasn't qualified to do
and people died. This is why you
depend on uni on because we are first
class. Yesterday, if you heard
M. Boyer say, we spend $48 million
a year in training. That's huge
because when you put people life on

a line, you want to have the best.
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We have a training schoo
right on Broad Street that we built,
brand new four -- three or four
years ago. Because we want to train
the best. W want to be prepared
for when contractors cone to do this
work. We send the best that we have
because we know how dangerous their
work is. And plus we want people to
have careers.

| was just at our
training school |ast night, we had
35 new people that |I spoke to. Sone
of themcane fromprison. It
doesn't matter for us. W don't
| ook at peopl e and where they cone
from We |ook at what their future
and where they want to go. That's
what matters.

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY:

Thank you, Counci
Presi dent .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
J OHNSON:
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Thank you very nuch for
your testinony.

MR. STATEN. Yeah. Thank
you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:

So we're in a public
comment phase and we're going to
call up individuals who signed up
for public comrent.

CH EF CLERK: Would
M. Paul Scott Heaton, Ms. Lynn
Maj or, M. Dave Kyu, Sunhee Vol z and
Jeena Chang, pl ease cone forward.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Say t he nanes agai n.

CH EF CLERK: Ms. Lynn.
Oh, M. Paul Heaton. Ms. Lynn
Maj or, Dave Kyu, and Sunhee Vol z.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: How you doi ng, ma' anf?

Just state your nane.
M5. OLSEN: Darl ene

ad sen.
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CH EF CLERK: | didn't
call her. | didn't even call her.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  We didn't call you yet.
Just one second, ma'am

CH EF CLERK: Again, |
cal l ed Paul Scott Heaton. Lynn
Maj or, Dave Kyu, and Sunhee Vol z.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Darl ene, go ahead. State
your nane and begin with your
testi nony.

M5. COLSEN. kay. Those
of us who are 65 and up and cane
here for a good retirenent |life have
not been considered as stakehol der
group. But we nust not be ignored.
We make up over 30% of residents in
the tourist part of the city, both
east and west of Broad. W spend
our retirenment noney here in the
city. W cane here because of
access to good nedi cal care,

theaters, dining. W cane here to
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stay here feeling confident that
when the tinme canme we coul d get
around safely with canes, wal kers,
and wheel chairs.

| have made friends
t hrough social groups, l|ike Friends
of the Gty and the Transition
Net wor k, and that's how | can speak
for others ny age. For over a year
now, | have been organi zing | unches
in restaurants within the Chinatown
nei ghbor hood. W' ve enjoyed over
two dozen restaurants so far and
there is always a wait list to ny
| unch events.

| asked them what brought
you to Philly? Like nme, many of us
do not drive and are reliant on
wal ki ng and public transportation.
| amreliant on SEPTA 45 Bus, a half
bl ock from nmy house in South Philly.
| use SEPTA Bus and Subway to get to
nmy doctors here in Center City. |
use SEPTA Bus and Subway to get the
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theaters, social events, to get to
Antrak and the -- or airport.

None of us have been
consulted on the proposed Community
Benefits Agreenment or CBA, which
woul d earmark $50-million for
initiatives both, cityw de and for
nei ghbor hoods cl osest to the arena.
Critics have pointed out the
comuni ty stakehol ders were not
i nvol ved in drafting the CPA

It woul d' ve been easy to
get our feedback, just go to the
Kennedy House or WII|iam Penn House
West Broad or the Hopkins House or
| ndependence Pl ace i n Washi ngt on
Square West, that's full of us.
Vision Zero. 1've heard no nention
of this during the past two years of
di scussi ons about this proposed
arena. |'ve heard no nention of
this.

| read in there, it says,

Conpl ete Streets projects help us
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wor k towar ds achi eving zero vision.
Vi sion Zero, a collaborative
citywide effort to elimnate traffic
deat hs and serious injuries on
streets. Just go to
vi si onzer ophl . com

Regar di ng SEPTA, | think
-- | think you said Council man --
Counci | mrenber G ndy Bass, | thank
you for raising the concern about
SEPTA, and that was just |ast week
and | read that you expl ai ned t hat
you net with SEPTA officials and |
read the quote SEPTA is saying that
they're not paying for these costs.
So who is”?

Thank you, Council man
| sai ah Thomas for asking about the
CBA. So I'mal nost finished. |
particul arly am addressing six of
you. The six of you that are on the
Public Health Comm tt ee.
Counci | mrenbers N na Ahmad, Quetcy

Lozada, |saiah Thomas, M ke
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Driscoll, C ndy Bass and Rue Landau.
| say to you, please listen to what
the former health conmm ssioner of
Phi | adel phia said recently.

Plus the nore than 3, 000
doct ors and physicians for social
responsibility. And please |listen
to those brave doctors, EMIs, ER
techs, and nedi cal workers who have
put their nanmes in support of No
Arena, Jeff Med. This, despite the
lip service of Jefferson CEQ, who
has only been in his job tw years,
that he said he thought they coul d
coexi st with each other.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  It's time, ma' am

M5. CLSEN:  One nore.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You're ny elder, so |
don't want no snoke. | don't want
no trouble.

M5. COLSEN. Ckay.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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J OHNSON:

Ckay. Thank you for your
-- for your testinony, ma'am State
your nane for the record, please.

PUBLI C SPEAKER MAJOR:

Okay. Good norni ng.
Buenos di as, Philadel phia. M nane
is Lynn Major. A little nervous
here. This is the first tinme |'ve
ever spoken in these chanbers, but
maybe not last. | live in West
Philly. 1'ma constituent of
counci | mrenber Gauthier. Speaking
about Bill 240966, | really
appreciate this opportunity to
speak.

' man educator and a
nmusi ci an and a proud parent of two
recent School District of
Phi | adel phi a H gh school graduates
just down the road fromhere. Like
nme, they also relied on SEPTA. W
need SEPTA. W need SEPTA to

function, keep functioning.
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|'"'mcomng at this issue
fromthe perspective of being, as
you can see, a Sixers fan. So, you
know, there's that. For better or
for worse, the Sixers should stay
where they are in South Philly.
That's where they bel ong.

I"'malso along-tine
basket bal | player nyself. Aside
from havi ng been an invol ved parent
in the school district, |'ve al so
been a tutor in Philly Public
schools. |'ve gotten to know quite
a nunber of students and their
famlies and can really see what's
at st ake.

|"ve been a resident of
Phi | adel phi a, voting and tax paying
for a great many years now. A | ady
never tells her age, but |I'magetting
up there. So yeah, | got skin in
t he gane here.

Why do | strongly oppose

this 76 Place idea to be built at --
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in the -- at the proposed site? So
many reasons, many of which have

al ready been very clearly stated.
I'"'mgoing to just give sone

hi storical perspective thinking in
terms of half century m |l estones.
That's not ny tine, is it? Oh,
okay. 1976. | renenber the

bi cent enni al .

We're com ng up on 2026.

The sem qui ncentenni al cel ebration.
It is a great opportunity to feel
civic pride. 2076, would 76 Pl ace
even still be standing?
Questionable. | think we can figure

this one out. Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you, Ms. Mjor.

MR. KYU:. Good nor ni ng.
Good norning. M nane is Dave Kyu.
Before | read ny witten remarks,
["Il just note | was a sportswiter

for The Phil adel phia G tizen in 2020

Page 32

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
11/ 20/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

and 2021.

| wrote about why us,
Eagl es fans hate the Dall as Cowboys
so nuch. But | also wote about,
you know, the Sixers ownership
during the pandemic. They were the
first and | ast basketball teamto
ask its -- all of its enployees to
take a pay cut to endure the
pandemic. So I'ma little biased.
"Il admt, you know, | don't think
they'd be good enployers. | don't
think they'd be good comrunity
partners.

So good norni ng again.
My nane is Dave Kyu. |'mhere to
tal k about process today. |'mthe
executive director of Asian Arts
Initiative where |I've had the
privilege of working with -- in
Chi natown for the | ast 15 years.

| was al so once a city
enpl oyee working in the O fice of

Arts and Culture in the Nutter
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adm ni stration. So Council nenbers
know this as well as | do that the
civil servants that nmake up our city
are tirelessly dedicated to fair
process and a governnent that serves
t he peopl e of Phil adel phi a.

Chi nat owmn has been aski ng
to be at the table for our voices to
be heard since day one of this arena
proposal .

I nstead, this mayor has
applied the full weight of her
aut hority agai nst the door to keep
us out so she could sell out the
peopl e of Philadelphia to the -- to
t he devel opers behind cl osed doors.
Thi s process has been shaneful and
di srespectful to the 69 percent of
Phi | adel phi ans who oppose the arena.

Not only to those peopl e,
but to all Phil adel phi ans who have
had no chance to weigh in on this on
the -- on the whol e negotiation for

the last two and a half years when
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we' ve known about this proposal,
we' ve had no opportunity for this
hearing, for finally to have any
di scussion -- public discussion
about the arena.

But it's not too |late.
This is not a done deal. W invite

Council to remenber your val ues as

civic servants and vote "no" on this
shameful process. W nust tell the
mayor that this process is not the
standard that we should be setting
for the rest of her adm nistration.

Just a few weeks for
Council to consider this proposal
and this negotiation to consider
such a maj or proposal is not nearly
enough tinme. |[|f she thinks this is
a good idea, then bring Council to
the negotiating table, bring the
community, bring the press, bring
the unions. \What does she have to
hi de?

W know a rush job when
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Page 36
we see one and we, the people of

Phi | adel phi a, ask our governnent to
serve the people, not the

billionaires. W do not trust this
process. And the only conscionabl e

vote for Council to make on this

process i s "no. Thank you for your
time.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you. State your
name for the record and begin,
pl ease.

PUBLI C SPEAKER VOLZ:
Good norning. M nane is Sunhee
Vol z and |I'mthe Environnent al
Justice Program Manager with the
Asi an Anmerican Conmunity Fund of
Pennsyl vania. | grew up in Council
District 10. I've lived in the city
nost of ny life and I'mhere to
voi ce nmy strong opposition to this
package of bills.

The Arena project poses a

threat to environnental health and
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public well-being in Center Gty and
surroundi ng conmunities that the

i npact studi es have not even
consi der ed.

Air pollution is the
bi ggest threat to public health for
peopl e in urban areas, and
Phi | adel phia regularly has sonme of
the worst air pollution in the
country. Philadel phia's
concentrations of particulate matter
2.5 are three tines higher than the
Pennsyl vani a aver age.

And downtown Philly has
one of the nost polluted census
tracks in the city -- in the region.
I"msorry. The 19107 zip code has
the worst particulate matter
exposure in the city.

Anyone who |ives, works,
shops or hangs out in Center City is
exposed to this pollution.

Children, the elderly, and people

Wi th preexisting respiratory issues

Page 37

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
11/ 20/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

are particularly at risk. And even
short term exposure to particul ate
matter can cause health inpacts and
wor sen exi sting conditions.

Exposure to particul ate
matter pollution can raise a
person's risk of asthma attacks,
heart attacks, and di esel
particulate matter fromtrucks has
been linked to |lung cancer.
Particulate matter 2.5 is so small
that it enters the bl oodstream and
vital organs.

The bi ggest source of air
pollution in the city is
transportation. A recent study
showed Phi | adel phia has the fourth
nost congested roads in the country.
Chi natown is a nei ghborhood with
little tree cover, no public green
space and is divided by the Vine
Street Expressway.

Every stage of

denolition, construction and
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operation of the arena wll produce
nore air pollution. Wy build an
arena here in this spot that only
worsens air pollution for an
hi storically overburdened comunity?
The peopl e of
Pennsyl vani a have a constituti onal
right to clean air. That is not
bei ng val ued here. Wy is there not
a conprehensive plan for devel opnent
that gets us to the city's climate
goal s that provides jobs on projects
that create sustainable comunities
and a sustai nabl e environnent and
not billionaire interests? Thank

you.

M5. CHANG  Good nor ni ng.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Good nor ni ng.

M5. CHANG  Mrning. MW
nane's Jeena Chang. | live in Ad
Kensi ngton and | oppose this bill.
You mght've seen ny five-nonth old

trying to join the testinony. |'m
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also a nomof a three-year-old who's
in pre-K, and in just one nonth,
five of his classnmates were sent to
t he ER because our rec center's

pl ayground is literally falling
apart.

W were prom sed
renovati ons around this tine,
actually, but instead, the city just
sl apped sone construction tape up
around the nost dangerous areas. No
renovations. W're told not enough
noney.

| take ny kids to a
nearby library, actually in
Councilor Squilla's district, and
this week it closed indefinitely.
They -- the heater broke and the
l'ibrarian said that the contractor
canme, but he won't fix it.
Apparently, the city still owes this
contractor $400,000 in previous HVAC
bills. Again, we're told not enough

noney. Well, to the billionaires
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who want a $400 mllion tax freebie,
it's time they're told not enough
noney.

That's noney that we need
to keep our schools fromshutting
down, our libraries warmthis
Wi nter, and our rec centers safe.
For years, the city has told
residents to nake do, get scrappy,
stretch every dollar.

Meanwhi |l e, this pil ot
henorrhages out noney, mllions of
dol l ars, on the backs of residents
who actually pay their taxes. Wy
wai ve a $400 million bill for sone
billionaires when the city can't
even pay its own $400,000 bill to
keep its library open. Counci
nmenbers, this math does not add up.

And to counci |l nenber
Lozada, ny council nenber, throughout
your career, your heart has been for
the many immgrant famlies in our

district. | urge you to protect the
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District 7 famlies from being
shortchanged and strong arned by
this bad arena deal. Thank you.

M5. YOUNG  Good norni ng,
Council. M nane is Shirley Young.
| am a resident of Phil adel phia,
born and raised. | amthe president
of the Hi ngwayan Honeowners
Associ ation that consists of 51
homeowners in Chinatown. A unique
housi ng conpl ex that has common area
and we make it work and it's great.

| am a nmenber of the
Chi nat own Nei ghbor hood Advi sory
Commttee. So as a resident
homeowner, | am agai nst this arena.
Ever since two years ago, none of
the tal ks has invol ved honeowners
and t he busi nesses i n Chi natown, and
it affects it.

Soneone nmade the case
about, well, the arena is not in
Chinatown, we're -- it's bordering

right there. Market East Gallery
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was bordering. It inpacts

Chi natown. You cannot say it

doesn't inpact Chinatown. W --

Chi nat owmn has been here for over 150
years. W are a driving conmunity
of honmeowners, small businesses,
residents, and it's not even just

t hat .

We have rel ati ves,
friends, neighbors that cone to
Chinatown to take care, to shop, to
take care of people. So the traffic
definitely is always the main
concern. They're doing the
Chinatown Stitch to repair the
damage that the Vine Street
Expressway has done to Chi nat own.

The arena wi |l not
benefit Chinatown. It wll decimte
Chi natown. There's proof of that in
cities that have arenas where
Chinatown is there. Chinatown is
deci mated after that. So if you

vote yes on here, just have the
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know edge that you will be signing
the death now for Chinatown, for
Phi | adel phia and that will be your
| egacy. The noney -- the arena is
not the only option for Market East.
There are other options.

So please, | beg you that
j ust because they're throw ng noney
at you right now, that should not be
a consideration. Chinatown matters.
We count on you as City Council to
make a choi ce because Chinatown is
part of Phil adel phia. Qur
nei ghbor hoods are very inportant to
Phi | adel phi a.

VW' re not against the
union and the jobs and the 76ers,
but we want to survive and we want
to live and we want to contri bute,
and we do as taxpayers, businesses,
honmeowners, we're unique. So, you
know, so nmuch nore to say.

The process that has -- |

felt has been shovel ed and j ammed
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down our throats. Chi nat own
community is horrible. There's no
consideration. | feel like it's a
rough job. SEPTA's not even going
to support it. So the changes that
t hey have, one of ny concerns is we
have senior citizens living in

Chi nat own, but we al so have seni or
citizens living in other parts of
the city that take the bus routes,
and all that will change and t hat

I npacts indirectly.

Al right. So the one
area of -- arena inpacts everybody's
lives, and you can't ignore that.
You have to pay attention about all
of that. It's not just the noney
and the pack agreenment. They're not
-- the owners are not payi ng enough

noney to Phil adel phia for having the

arena there. So please vote "no
Gty Council.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:
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Thank you, ma'am

CH EF CLERK: Wuld
Calvin WIIlians, Deborah Kodish,
Derek Schwartz and Rev. G egory
Hol st on, pl ease cone forward. You
w || each have two m nutes to make
your remarks. Again, M. Calvin
W I liams, Deborah Kodi sh, Derek
Schwartz and Rev. Gegory Hol ston.

M5. KODISH My nane is
Deborah Kodi sh. | am founder and
| ongtine director of the
Phi | adel phi a Fol kl ore Project and a
co-founder of the Fol k-Arts Cul tural
Treasures Charter School in
Chinatown. |'mhere to speak
against Bill 240966 and to ask you

to vote "no" on this harnful arena

| egislation. Philly is known as the
poorest big city in the country, but
Philly is one of the richest cities
on the planet if we count soci al
novenents, arts and culture, people,

heart.
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This is a place of huge
cultural, social, intellectual, and
spiritual wealth. | have spent
decades in collaboration with
comuni ty- account abl e vi si onari es
and institution builders, artists,
dancers, nusicians, cultural workers
i n Chinatown and across the city.

W are truly wealthy in our people,
and | amsinply here to rem nd us

t hat Phi | adel phi a Chi nat own, 150
years old, richly diverse and
growing is a national, even

i nternational cultural treasure. W
should act like it.

We shoul d hold onto our
precious places. The harns of this
proposed arena cannot be mti gated
and are underestimted. | am part
of No Arena in Chinatown Solidarity.
Thousands of us now fromall over
the -- all over Phil adel phia who
have taken sonme kind of action to

tell you repeatedly, over the | ast
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two years, why this is an extrenely
bad i dea.

We started organi zi ng
because sone of us directly
experi enced what David Edel man and
others did to West Phil adel phia. W
don't want to see nore sacrifice
zones or sacrifice people.

We need conmunity-driven
devel opnment, not the bad ideas of
three billionaires, notivated by
profit -- notivated by profit and
not the public good. Listen to the
peopl e, be our peopl e's chanpions.
And thank you to those of you who
have stood up agai nst the steam
roller. 1'masking you all to
protect what is priceless. Vote
“no" on arena legislation. H story
wi |l renmenber your actions and so
will we. Thank you.

MR, SCHWARTZ: Good
nmorning. My name is Derek Schwart z.

| live in District 7. There are so
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many reasons why | oppose this
arena, but today | want to speak
fromny perspective as sonebody
living wth a chronic illness. M
long-termhealth is reliant on
havi ng i nmedi ate and dependabl e
medi cal care. And when |'mrushing
to the hospital, | don't have the
time or the energy to cross-
reference the 76ers schedul e, nuch
less to sit in gridlock traffic for
45 m nut es.

Sonething that | really
val ue about |iving in Phil adel phia
Is the great nedical infrastructure
that we have here. And this
| egi sl ation scares nme because | feel
li ke the access to care that | rely
on i s being bought and sold to the
Sixers in a deal that does nothing
for the people of Phil adel phia.

Jefferson Hospital is the
only Level 1 trauma center in Center

City, and if that is no | onger
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accessi ble, then for many of us
there will be nowhere left to go and
that will inevitably result in

avoi dabl e deat hs.

This bill is threatening
the safety of chronically il
peopl e, disabl ed people, elderly
peopl e, and anybody living with
serious nedical conditions. And of
course, nedi cal energencies happen
to everybody. So if this arena is
built, we will all be | ess safe.

The 76ers aren't spending
any noney to neani ngful ly address
the gridlock that this arena woul d
i nevitably cause, and have shown
that they care nore about |ining
t heir pockets than they do about our
lives. |Instead of supporting this
arena, | want to see city resources
going to support the workers and
i nfrastructure of our already
strai ned SEPTA systemto schools and

to the city services that we
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actual |y need.

Wth this vote, Gty
Counci| has the opportunity to
prioritize the safety of
Phi | adel phia residents over the
interests of billionaires. 1'm
beggi ng you to please stand with the
peopl e. Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: Would
Lilian Xie, Jam e Luck, Kelly Lam
and Eli zabeth WIlliam please cone
forward. You each have two m nutes
each to speak. Please state your
nanme for the record and begin with
your testinony.

M5. XIE: Good norning,
everyone. M nane is Lilly Xie, and
Il live in District 7. | amhere
today because | strongly oppose this
bill. 1'man urban planner by
training, and |'ve witnessed | arge
scal e devel opnent projects in a
nunber of cities. This arena is one

of the nost destructive proposed
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projects that | have seen. | want
to speak on the so-called Community
Benefits Agreenent.

|"ve seen a | ot of CBAs
inny tine and | can confidently
tell you that this CBA is a joke.
It's an enbarrassnent and it nekes a
nockery of what public process is
supposed to |l ook |like. No noney for
SEPTA, no noney for city
infrastructure, $1.6 mllion split
bet ween 600 Chi nat own busi nesses,
which is basically $37 per nonth per
business. On top of that, no input
fromany community organizations.
This is the type of CBA that, as a
city planner, | wll use as an
exanpl e of what not to accept.

At the end of the day, no
CBA woul d be enough by itself to
counter the sheer size and inpact of
this devel opnent and its proximty
to vul nerabl e nei ghborhoods |i ke

Chi natown. As planners, we know
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that real protection for comunities
is rooted in devel opnent strategies
and policies that stabilize and
prot ect nei ghborhoods for years to
come. Not just throw ng noney at
people for a few years and hopi ng
that that wins their approval. Wat
we really need are inprovenents to
basic city services, which again,
the Sixers are not putting a dollar
towards. Qur school s need funding.
Qur transit system need upgrades.
Peopl e need dignified jobs with
decent wages, including the city's
own staff who are currently
threatening to go on strike.

This resolution is asking
t he peopl e of Phil adel phia, many of
whom are struggling to afford basic
things Iike rent and childcare, to
foot the bill for an arena whose
mai n purpose is align the pockets of
the ultra-wealthy. This is not good

devel opnment, this is not good city

Page 53

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
11/ 20/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

planning. This is exploitation. |
urge you to reject this proposal.
Thank you.

PUBLI C SPEAKER W LLI AMS:
Hel lo, ny nanme is Elizabeth
Wllianms. | live in the Gaybor hood
with ny wife Molly Forline, who is a
doctor at Jefferson Einstein
Hospital. |'m speaking on behal f of
Mol |y today because she's unable to
attend any of the hearings due to
staffing shortages at the hospital.

| read the 195-page Lung
and Traffic inpact study, which
conpared three facilities in New
York and two in San Francisco. This
obvi ously skews the nunbers to | ook
nore |ike New York. W are not |ike
New York. New York has 45 percent
car ownership. Philly and San
Franci sco both have 70 percent.

|'ve been in SF on gane
day. | waited 40 m nutes to nove

three bl ocks. | thought there nust
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be an accident up ahead. | was
told, no, this is gane day. More
alarm ngly, the study does not
I ncl ude any streets south of Market.
It only looks north up to Cuthbert.
There are -- sorry. Callowhill
The arena will inpact traffic al
around it, not only on one side.

Additionally, the
proposed ride share drop-off in
pi ckup points require cars to cross
Market Street so in order to access
or depart. So obviously traffic
south of Market w Il be inpacted and
gridlock is going to happen.

I'"d like to keep in m nd
a group that hasn't been nentioned
during these discussions; expecting
not hers and newborn babies. Mlly
was born premature and her |ungs
wer e under devel oped. Wth not a
neonatal intensive care unit, N CU,
she woul d' ve suffocated and di ed.

As you know, Center
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Cty' s only Level 1 trauma centers

in the area that will be inpacted by

gridlock, but so is Pennsyl vania

Hospital, home to the largest N CU

in the region. The only two

hospitals with NICUs that are south

of Tenple University are in the

i npacted area. This can be the

di fference for high risk pregnancies

between |ife and death for both

not her and child. You don't choose

when you go into | abor and you can't

schedule it around arena events.
|*ve heard | ots of

testi nony about the ways that the

arena will benefit the Bl ack

comunity, but this is one area

where the Black community is

di sproportionately negatively

I npacted. According to the Anerican

Col | ege of Cbstetrics and

Gynecol ogy, rates of maternal

nortality are three to four tines

hi gher for Bl ack nothers.
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In Molly's experience
serving a primarily Bl ack
popul ation, the majority of her
patients are high risk. These are
our nost vul nerabl e new not hers at
t he nost vul nerable nonents of their
lives. There are a |ot of
conplexities inpacting their
out conmes, but | ask you, are you
willing to make it worse?

Pennsyl vani a Hospit al
delivers 5,000 babies annually, 13
to 14 a day. That's over 15 percent
-- a 50 percent chance during any
gi ven hour that a nother is giving
birth. By voting "yes" to this
bill, you're saying that their lives
are expendabl e and you are willing
to take them as col |l ateral danmage.

What will you say to a
not her who gives birth in the
backseat during standstill traffic
and | oses her baby to preventable --

any of the thousands of preventable
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things that can go wong during
childbirth? WII you say, | knew
this was a possibility and | chose
to accept that and worsen your odds.
Thank you.

M5S. LUCK: Good norning
menbers of Council. M nane is
Jam e Luck and I"'mhere with the No
Arena and Chi natown Solidarity
Organi zation. Today, | have the
privilege to read a statenent that
was prepared by 105 busi nesses and
or gani zati ons w t hi n Chi nat own.

To all nmenbers of Gty
Council, on behalf of the 105
under si gned organi zati ons
representing the voices, residents
and busi nesses of Chinatown and the
vicinity, we the undersigned, issue
a clear statenment opposing the
proposed comunity benefits
agreenent and request Cty Counci
and counci | menmber -- Counci | menber

Mark Squilla to delay the
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| egi sl ative tineline.

A Community Benefits
Agreenent nust be negotiated with
the inpacted comunity. The
proposed CBA never included the
concerns of residents, businesses,
and civic organi zati ons whose |ives
and livelihoods will be directly and
i mredi ately i npacted by the proposed
| egi slation. Qur exclusion from
this process is unacceptabl e.

The proposed CBA fails to
address the foll owi ng core issues.
Less than 10% of the $50 million
within the CBA will go towards
Chi nat own despite it being the nopst
I npacted comunity.

This noney is |less than
hal f of one percent of the val ue of
the project. An anount that is
I nadequate for the anticipated rise
in rent and housing costs, snall
busi ness di spl acenent and j ob

| osses, traffic and construction
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ni ght mres, and inpacts on
Chinatown's basic livability.

Second, no noney is
al l ocated for housing and rent
relief, and no noney for housing and
rent relief is directed towards
Chi nat own and i npact ed busi nesses in
the area. The conmunity i npact
study reported that nore than half
of the 600 businesses in Chi nat own
woul d suffer as a result of the
arena, yet the funding allocated via
the CBA wouldn't even cover the cost
of a single day of work for a
typi cal business.

As Lily noted earlier,
this works out to about $37 per
nont h per business for the six years
of construction ni ghtnmares.

The CBA al so allocates a
paltry $3 nmillion to a snmall |ending
program that doesn't start unti
2032, well after construction is

conpleted. This also ambunts to
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$166 per business per year. Most of
the funds won't start for years, and
there are no protections for
Chi nat own or any ot her nei ghborhood
if the Sixers fail to live up to
their agreenent or turn out to be
poor managers of this project.

The Mayor's
adm ni stration refused multiple
requests for neetings throughout the
2024 cal endar year, failing to
provi de even basic updates to
concerned Chi natown residents. No
mat eri al s have been nade avail abl e
in Chinese, violating the | anguage
access mandate of the city. Thank
you.

M5. LAMB: Thank you.
Hello. |I'mKelly Lanb. | reside in
West Phil adel phia and | al so
organize with the No Arena in the
Heart of Qur City coalition. And
"Il be continuing Jame's testinony

on behal f of busi nesses and
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residents in Chinatown. Community
residents of inpacted areas deserve
a fair and inclusive process no
matter where we |ive.

We ask Council to respect
t he voi ces of our nei ghborhood and
sl ow down the | egislative process
until such tinme as conmunity voices
are adequately included and our
concerns are appropriately
addr essed.

Si gned over 100
or gani zati ons, Pennsylvania United
Chi nese Coal ition, Chinese
Rest aur ant Associ ati on of G eater
Phi | adel phi a, Phil adel phia Ho Yu
Chi nese Anerican Association, Ho Yu
Chi nese Folk Culture Center,
Phi | adel phia Mazou -- Culture
Exchange Associ ation, G eater
Phi | adel phi a United Chi nese Anerican
Chanber of Commrerce, Concerned
Citizens of Chinatown, Guangxi

Associ ati on of Pennsylvania, Geater

Page 62

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
11/ 20/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

Phi | adel phi a.

Li anj i ang Associ ati on,
Chi nese Northeast Associ ation of
USA, Greater Philadel phia Fujian
Associ ati on, Phil adel phia Chi nese
Opera Soci ety, Southern Fujian East
Friendshi p Associ ati on of USA,
Phi | adel phi a Overseas Chi nese
Cul ture Exchange Associ ati on,
Pennsyl vani a Fujian Chanber of
Commerce USA, North American Fujian
Associ ati on, ANC Associ ati on,
Phi | adel phi a I ncor por at ed,
I nternational Cultural Exchange
Associ ati on.

Phi | adel phia Sisters
Dance G oup, the Pennsyl vani a
Chi nese Busi nesses Associ ation, the
Pennsyl vania G tron Associ ati on,
Wrld Sun Yat-sen Foundation, Cross
Strait Peaceful Devel opnent Forum
St. Joseph University Chinese
Cultural Center, Pennsylvania United

Chi nese Chanber of Commerce,
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Phi | adel phi a Tai wan Associ ati on.

G eat er Phil adel phi a
Chang Xi Associ ation, Asian Anerican
Fel | owshi p of Pennsyl vani a, CAST
Phi | adel phia, Anmerican Fujian
Chanber of Commrerce, G eater
Phi | adel phi a, | ndonesi an Chi nese
Anerican Associ ation, Asian
Anericans United, Folk-Arts Cultural
Charters -- Treasures Charter
School, Asian Arts Initiative,
Phi | adel phi a Chi nat owmn Dr agon Boat
Team

Phi | adel phi a Suns, Asi an
Pacific Islander Political Alliance,
G nger Arts Center Students for the
Preservation of Chinatown, Students
Agai nst the Sixers Arena, Chang
Associ ation of Phil adel phia, Chinese
Christian Church and Center.

Littl e Sai gon Cafe,
Takeng G ocery, Jiang' s Hair Sal on,
Beiji ng Duck Seafood Restaurant,

Laosan Mubei Miyang Gongsi,
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M. Noodle, AM Hair Salon, Bread Top
House, Teas Roshan, New Sea Cow,
Spi cy Chu Shang Delicacies, ML
Burger, Lonzo Hand-Pul | ed Noodl es,
Shing Tea 79, Bubble Fish, Room 209,
More Sugar, Brew Beer and Bever age.

Rai nbow Hair Sal on, Four
Season Seafood LLC, Jin Chung
Tradi ng I ncorporated. New Hong Kong
Bakery, Ocean Harbor Restaurant, Tai
Hang Video Corp. Shi M ao Dao
Yunnan Ri ce Noodl e, Tai Lake Seaf ood
Rest aurant, Asia Bakery, Lee How
Fook, Little Seven House, Arch
Phar macy, Designer Eyes, Jade and
Art G ft Shop, VBB, Bubble Tea.

Ji angNan Phi | adel phi a and
Style Studio, Siam Express, IP
Novelty Inc. Ebisu Japanese Life
Store, Mochinut. Hey Yogurt, Non
Zhou Hand Drawn Noodl e House Inc.
China King, Happy DY, Huge Famly
Store, Super Acucare, Wayne Key

Har dware and Kitchen Supplies Inc.
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Chi natown Dol I ar and Up
Dragon Spa, Central City Eyecare,
K&GA G ft Shop, Heung Fa Chun Sweet
House, Banana Leaf Mal aysi an
cuisine, Drip Vietnanese Cafe, ePro
Associate Inc. Jibei Chuan Philly,
PC First Royalty Inc, Eagle
Hai rstyling Sal on, EMei Restaurant,
Long Life Chinese Herbs
I ncorporated, Xl X Restaurant, Love
Noodl e restaurant and QI sandw ches.
Thank you, Gty Council.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:
Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: Woul d Janes
Schroder, Fern Lee Hagedorn, Marya
Cam lleri and M chael MGCettigan,
pl ease conme forward. You will each
have two m nutes to speak. Thank
you.

MR, SCHRODER: Good
nmorning. My nane is Jim |'ve
lived in Philadel phia for 15 years.

This is my first tinme testifying.
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If it's any neasure of the interest
of the commnity in this process, |
know there are many of us who it's
our first time and who are here,
['l'l say on our own tinme. |'ve
lived in West Philadel phia for 15
years.

Wiy does soneone in \West
Phi | adel phi a have such concern about
this arena? Well, it could be
Chinatown, it's the Gayborhood, it's
Washi ngt on Square West who faced the
i npact of billionaire devel opers
this tinme. But it will be ny
nei ghbor hood next tinme or rather it
has al ready been ny nei ghbor hood.

In fact, as a nenber of
Power interfaith, |'ve net with
nei ghbors all over the city and seen
that every one of our nei ghborhoods
Is struggling to navigate the
consequences of billionaire
devel opers and billionaire

i nstitutions.
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VWhether 1t's the arena,
the plans of universities for West
Phi | adel phi a, the concerns around
Germant own Hi gh School redevel opnent
or Logan Triangle. So |I'm here
today to ask Council to recognize
that it isn't just this devel opnent
or these three nei ghborhoods.

Rather, this is a nonent to stand
collectively to set a new standard
for what it |ooks |like for great
busi nesses to do business in
partnership w th Phil adel phi a.

Here's what | nean. |'ve
been pl eased since the beginning to
hear that |eaders in Council and the

adm nistration clearly state the

city will not provide funding to
billionaires seeking to nmake a few
billion nore. Seened |ike a basic

basel i ne expectati on.
Unfortunately, now that we see the
bills in front of us, we find that

st andard has | ower ed.
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You may have different
words for it here in Council, but as
a constituent, when | hear about a
schene to donate | and and | ease it
back in order to avoid payi ng 400
mllion, maybe 600 mllion in
property taxes, | call that a public
subsidy. |'ma honmeowner.

You m ght say here that
you haven't raised taxes in the past
few years, but |'m paying 60 percent
nmore in property taxes to the city
than | did three years ago. If |
can and indeed | have to, then the
billionaires can also. [If their
busi ness pl an does not have the
margin for themto pay their share
in taxes, then it isn't a very good
busi ness pl an.

I f their business plan
does not have the margin for themto
pay for increased public services
that they will require, transit,

security, safety, then it isn't a
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very good business plan. If this is
t he best deal the city has ever
seen, then it is tinme for this Cty
Council to raise the standard.
Billionaires should cone here to do
busi ness not in the city, but in
partnership with the city.

Counci |l should raise the
expectation. W wel conme busi nesses
that partner with Philadel phia. W
do not wel cone billionaires who can
only make their billions nore by
avoi di ng paying their taxes and by
not contributing to the schools and
shared infrastructure of the city.
The rest of us do our part. The

billionaires should do theirs. Vote

no. Thank you.

M5. HAGEDORN:  CGood
norning. M nane is Fern Lee
Hagedorn. | live in South
Phi | adel phia in District 2, Council
Presi dent Johnson's district. And

before | say anything, | want to
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_ Page 71
t hank t hose Council nenbers who are

here because | see there are sone
enpty seats. | am speaking on Bil
240966. | oppose the building of
the 76ers arena in its proposed
| ocation. | grew up in Chinatown in
New York City, 71 years later, those
formative years hel ped shape who |
am t oday.

Thankful ly, there is a
Chi nat own here for young people, and
| hope that Chinatown will be here
for years to cone. But inagine what
this project will do to Chinatown in
its proposed |ocation. The arena
project is not for the commobn good.
The devel opers tal k about m ni nal
di sruption and trying to assure us
that construction will only be a
tenporary inconveni ence. But who
are they kidding? This is not just
di sruption, this is not just
construction, this is destruction.

Breaki ng ground is not a

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
11/ 20/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

one-day job. For days on end, there
wi || be constant sounds of
bul | dozers, dunp trucks, smashing
concrete, loud drilling. Exhaust
and dirt will fill the air and | and
on cars and wi ndows. Children wll
slipinthe nud as water lines are
repl aced. The elderly will not be
able to safely cross a street.

Construction will go on
not for a nonth, but for six years,
fromearly norning into the evening.
Is this a livable environment? As a
result, daily life will be hell
Chinatown will becone a dug up
nei ghbor hood, people will avoid
going there, the construction wll
drive residents out and bring in
other forces to build market rate
condom ni uns.

The destruction wll be
| ong-term and may be permanent. Six
years can nean a slow death for

Chinatown. |t happened in
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Washi ngton DC. The pernmanent
destruction of Chinatown w |l happen
if this project is approved. You,
Gty Council, have the power to put
a stop to the destruction of

Chi natown. Do not be destroyers of

Chi natown. Thank you.

PUBLI C SPEAKER CAM LLERI :

H. M nane is Marya Camlleri, and
I live in Council D strict 3. |
oppose Bill Nunber 240966. Thank
you to all of the Council nenbers
who are aski ng tough questions of
Mayor Parker and of the three
billionaires who did not even show
up to the hearings for the project
that they're trying to fast track
I"ma public-school parent with a
child in 4th G ade at Fol k-Arts
Cul tural Treasure School, also known
as FACTS in Chi nat own.

W live in West Philly
and we | ove our nei ghborhood. But

my partner and -- ny partner and I,
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both m xed -- both from m xed race
immgrant famlies, have felt in --
at honme in Chinatown for 20 plus
years. FACTS is a uni que, diverse,
i nclusive coormunity that val ues
identity, |anguage and cul ture of
origin. Famlies are actively
involved in their children's
education and the school nurtures
academ c excel |l ence al ongsi de soci al
justice, enpathy and anti-racism

Folk arts are woven into
the curriculumand creativity is
essential to learning. FACTS is in
a vibrant, resilient nei ghborhood
with 150 years of history, full of
smal | busi nesses that our famly
supports frequently. | worry about
the inpact of six years of arena
denmolition and construction on this
conmuni ty.

Wien | walk fromthe EL
to FACTS, | see the harmthat the

Vi ne Street Expressway and
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Convention Center inflicted on
Chi nat own, repl aci ng hundreds of
hones and smal | businesses with
dangerous intersections, shadowy
tunnel s, and enpty storefronts.

Thi s nei ghbor hood does
not need anot her nmassive buil di ng
that sits -- that sits enpty nost of
the time. M child will graduate
8th G ade at FACTS before the arena
I's schedul ed to be conpl et ed.

That's four years of breathing in
construction related pollution and
navi gati ng disruptions to public
transit.

|"ve lived in West Philly
| ong enough to renenber how the EL
construction devastated 52nd Street.
And | fear Chinatown could suffer a
simlar fate. Every child deserves
to go to a safe clean school and get
a quality education regardl ess of
zi p code.

Sadl y, thousands of
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Phi | adel phia famlies are deprived
of a school experience that they
| ove, forced to send their kids to
crunmbl i ng unheal thy buildings. The
school district is again warning of
school cl osures, reopeni ng wounds
fromthe 2013 closings. The city is
dedicating less tinme to the school
cl osure hearings than an arena t hat
78% of Phi | adel phi ans thi nk shoul d
not be a priority for Council

It is unacceptabl e that
City Council has cleared schedul e
for 40 hours of hearings on the
vanity project of three billionaires
who don't live in the city and have
a proven track record of broken
prom ses and predatory devel opnent.

Cty Council, | urge you
keep doi ng your research, keep
aski ng these hard questions and
don't rush this legislation. Don't
give these billionaires what anounts

to a $1 billion tax break when our
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public schools and public transit

are in crisis. Please vote "no" on
this bill. Thank you.

MR, MCGETTI GAN:  Hel | o.
Yeah. M nane is M chael
McGettigan. | sell and repair
bi cycles in Philadel phia. M son
went to Philly Public Schools, and
in three years if all works well, he
wll be an MD. On Novenber 5th, a
little nore recently, we saw what
happens when oligarchs get their
way. Recently an oligarch just
out si de Phil adel phia cried out, |
want to control nmy own destiny
because ny team s | ease, which |
signed off on, doesn't allow us to
make a second billion dollars
qui ckl y enough.

Accordingly, for ny
corporation's benefits, | require
the Mayor of Philadel phia and City

Council to foreclose on the

destini es of Phil adel phia' s business
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owners, residents, workers, as well
as patients and staff at nearby
hospi tal s.

Oh, don't forget SEPTA
passengers, Market East, Wash West
and the Gayborhood and the mgjority
of Phil adel phi ans who wi || oppose
tax dollars and city property going
to nmy currently two and 11
basketbal | team project. That's a
| ot of destinies to put a smle on
an oligarch's face just as long as
that property nmakes hi m happy and
then he will need a nore expensive
stadi um that seens to happen.

We ol der fol ks have |ived
t hrough half a dozen Philly mayors
who have failed to even whi sper
about a real plan for the space
between City Hall and the Del awar e,
or asked the community what that
pl an should | ook |ike and why there
are so many enpty parking lots to

Di sney Hole, et cetera, et cetera,

Page 78

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
11/ 20/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

et cetera. Those are owned by

ol igarchs who just are like, well
it's not a rich enough payday, let's
keep a surface parking. That's why
Mar ket Street's got a problem

As one of the first plans
cities in Arerica, Philly nust not
| et a couple of squabbling
billionaires to take a sharpie to
our plans for Market East, for
Chi natown, for the historic
district, for Wash West.

And -- but wait, how does
Stadi um deal s work out in other big
cities? The answer to that is
cl ear, not one reputable study has
found pro sports facilities to be a
val id econom c strategy. Everybody
on Gty Council knows that, the
mayors knows that, that's the -- the
studies say it, taxpayers always end
up taking a | oss.

Bef ore an oligarch got

upset with how fast he was getting
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t hrough his second billion dollars,
there were real plans for Market
East. Let's foreground themat a
speci al four-day session as City
Counci | instead of doing damage
control for an oligarchs vape dream

The 76 Place -- the |ast
part of this is division. The 76
Pl ace debate is already danmagi ng our
society. |Its backers have worked
really hard to decl are Chi nat own as
the only problemand we'll pay them
off with sone conmunity benefits
bucks, we just have to figure out
what we can buy themfor.

At the sanme tinme, they
are wi dening and exploiting an
exi sting division between
Phi | adel phia's Bl ack and Asi an
communities. That is a cost the
studi es haven't nentioned and the
studi es cannot quantify, and that's
sonet hing that has to be solved in

this century before we build a
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basket bal | st adi um

76 Place is dividing our
ur bani tes between those who feel
that we shoul d take whatever a
devel oper gives us and be grateful
for it, and those who say true
expert planning that raises all
boats is what we should see. And we
are already seeing that on Market
East .

If you | ook on the south
side of Market Street, there's
peopl e putting their noney where
their nmouth is, and nine in six
years i s happening now, creating
j obs. We have heard a union | eader
announce with a straight face that
the honme, the base, the hone pl ace
of our convention center, our
bi ggest hotels, our fanous Readi ng
Term nal Market, our world class
Chi natown, our historic district is
desol ate and it's dangerous.

Creating a division
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bet ween a maj or union and the
citizens who get up in the norning,
head over to that area, to Market
East, to Chinatown, to Wash West and
he creates a division between these
citizens who live and work hard
there every day to neet the
chal |l enges of city life.

We know what it | ooks
like there, and we still show up for
work, we still show up to shop, the
Readi ng Term nal Market, we support
this. That is a cost that's not in
any of the studies when a union
wor ker stands up and says that the
place is -- there's a blank hole
country, he's telling it -- he's
sayi ng that, he's saying bad things
happen in Phil adel phia. W live
here, we know better.

Chinatown is currently
united, but if 76 Place backers
succeed, | really hate to say this,

but 1've seen it happen with the
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Casi no Bucks and el sewhere. [|f the
76 Pl ace backers succeed, how wi| |
Chi nat own bridge the gap between
those inits comunity who fol ded
and who took the CBA cash and those
who resisted and who were |eft out
of that? And we've already heard 25
tinmes today that it's not enough
noney anyway to solve the problem

| have not yet heard
anyone connected with this project
say what an incredi ble economc
engi ne Chinatown is. How nuch they
nmake a year, 500 bill -- a bill?
VWho knows? |'d love to hear that

nunmber. W haven't heard it, we

just keep hearing a billionaire -- a
billionaire this is going to give us
a billion. That's a cost that's not

in any of the studies that division
that coul d happen in Chinat own
that's al ready happeni ng between the
Bl ack and the Asian comunities in

Phi | adel phi a.
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Page 84
That's so many -- that's

one of the costs we've heard, and
there's so many nore that other
peopl e have said better than ne, and
that will say better than ne

afterwards. W already know 76

Place arena will bring no rea
econom ¢ benefits to that city -- to
our city.

Even the studies they
paid for bear this out. The math
has been done, the tine is nowto
continue doing the conplicated work
of reviving Market East and
Chi nat own, and not |ooking at this
billionaire's kind of sone sort of
savior. |Is -- Council Person
Squilla, is the Mayor here?

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:
Yes.

MR, MCCGETTI GAN: Ckay.
Yeah. Wth greatest respect, Muyor
Par ker, Council Person Squilla do

not try to play, and I say this as a
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person who was born in Philly 70
years ago, okay, Council nmenber
Squilla, Mayor Parker, do not try to
pl ay poker with these oligarchs,
they hold all the cards, they've
al ready changed the deal, you're
going to -- | don't want to | ose ny
shirt just because you have hol d of
it for a nmonent and you want to make
this guy happy. They changed the
deal nmultiple tines. Don't try to
pl ay poker with these guys, work
with the coormunity that's here.

CH EF CLERK: Sir.

MR, MCGETTI GAN:  Aski ng
you to do the right thing. Thank

you.

CH EF CLERK: Thank you.

Wuld M chael Cul, Pierce Jordan,
Kate Carey and Craig Heim Pl ease
cone forward. Again, that's M chael
Cul, Pierce Jordan, Kate Carey and
Craig Heim please cone forward.

You wll each have two mnutes to
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speak.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS.
Pl ease state your nane for the
record and proceed.

MR ClUL: Hi, nmy name is
Mke Cul. | livein the 3rd
District, West Philly. Thank you,
Counci | menber Gaut hier, for your
support. I'mreally nervous. And I
want to thank everyone who's cone
here to speak, | know how nuch
courage it takes to cone here, and |
know there are a | ot of people that
they couldn't make it, so I'll do ny
best .

| have been car free al
ny life by choice. |1've chosen to
live in West Philly, very close to
the L. And | |ove Philadel phia,
it's such a great wal kable city, |
t ake SEPTA everywhere. W have a
great Chi natown, we have a great
sports conplex and we have a great

subway |ine to connect them
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| would hate to ruin all
of those things by building
sonet hing we don't need in a place
that is already amazi ng, wonderful.
| sang with Mendel ssohn C ub way
back to cel ebrate the 125th
anni versary of Chinatown, we got to
sing in Chinese. W sang the Yellow
R ver Cantata, and it was such a
great experience, it made nme so
proud of ny city. And it was only a
few years |ater that they said they
were going to build a stadiumthere.
| thought, what an insult, what a
slap in the face to the peopl e of
Phi | adel phi a.

And then they said they
were going to build a casino, |'mso
gl ad we stopped those things from
happening. | can't believe anybody
buys the story that this arena is
going to bring business to the
nei ghbor hood.

| was at the convention
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center for an event recently, and we
were hungry, we wanted to eat | unch
and I knew we were on our -- we
could go to Reading Term nal, but
those buildings are built like
fortresses. They're designed to
keep visitors in and nei ghbors out.
That's enough. Thank you so nuch.
Thank you for |istening.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:
Thank you for your testinony.
Pl ease state your nane for the
record and proceed.

PUBLI C SPEAKER CAREY:
Good norni ng, everyone.

Counci | renbers and everyone el se, ny

nane is Kate Carey. |'mnot part of
any organi zations, I'mjust a
regul ar person. | ama lifelong

Philly resident, nmy famly has |ived
here for generations, half of which
have been firefighters, paranedics,
and the other half union truckers,

HVAC t echni ci ans and nechani cs. For
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the |l ast seven years, | live in
District 10, which for those of you
who don't know is very far

nort heast .

So if you' re wondering
why sonmeone who lives so far from
the proposed site of the arena is so
opposed to it, it does affect all of
us. Onny -- and it is a bad deal
for Phil adel phi a.

On ny hour-and- a- hal f
each way ride on SEPTAto ny job in
Center City every day, | often
over hear nei ghbors on the bus
di scussing their concerns about this
Si xers arena as well. \Wenever
there is a marathon on the parkway
or a street festival in the
Gaybor hood, the traffic congestion,
SEPTA del ays and rerouting are
already so frustrating. Not to
nention that the city's only trauma
one center is nere mles away from

t he proposed site.
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And when every second
counts in an energency, this traffic
added will cost lives. Gving the
proposed Sixers Arena a property tax
break when our transit systemis
al ready struggling to the point of
cutting routes and increasing fares,
housi ng prices are clinbing and
public schools are barely hangi ng
on, is -- sorry, I'malittle
nervous, is a waste of our
resources, frankly, and |I'm not
willing to sacrifice another vibrant
comuni ty of hardworking people for
a bunch of billionaires. Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:
Thank you. Thank you. Please state
your nane for the record and proceed

Wi th your testinony.

MR. HEIM  Good norning.

My nane is Craig Heim [|I'ma Sixers
fan fromthe amazi ng community of
East Mount Airy in the 8th District

where |1've lived for 25 years. Over
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t he past several nonths, |'ve spoken
with staff fromall 17
Counci | renbers' office and shared ny
strongly held view that the Sixers
Arena absol utely should not be built
in Center City.

Wt hout exception, these
staff menbers have been
prof essional, friendly, and
responsive in recording ny
opposition. | contacted all the
Counci | mrenbers because this issue is
not about one conmunity or one
Council district. [It's about the
entire city of Philadel phia and what
it nmeans to be part of a
nei ghborhood. ©One Philly, a United
Cty. It's a cityw de concern and
as an elected official | wanted to
make sure every one of you had ny
I nput .

The 76ers own economi c
study nake it clear that this

proj ect would profoundly, negatively
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I npact the Chinatown community,
peopl e' s hones and busi nesses w | |
be ruined for the financial gains of
a handful of billionaire investors.
Support for this proposal is callous
approval of the destruction of a

vi brant Phil adel phia comunity.

Don't let it happen.

One of the econonic
benefits cited in the 76ers study is
quot e, increased conpetitive pricing
of stadiumsuites in acity with two
arenas. How far fromthe reality of
everyday Phil adel phia citizens is
this finding in a city where the
vast majority of residents can't
afford to go to a gane? Wy should
we care about |uxury suite prices?
The idea that Chinatown is the only
vi abl e | ocation in Phil adel phia for
a new arena i s absurd.

CH EF CLERK: Thank you
for your testinony. Wuld Lien Vu,

Jack Koch, Megan Mal kenes and Emmma
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Thorp, please cone forward. Again,
Li en Vu, Jack Koch, Megan Mal kenes
and Emma Thorp, please cone forward.
You'll each have two mnutes to
speak.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:
Thank you. Please state your nane
for the record and proceed with your
testi nony.

M5. VU H. M nane is
Lien Vu and | amthe president of
OCA Advocates G eater Phil adel phia.
W are the | ocal chapter of a
nati onal Asian Anerican Cvil Rights
organi zation that's been around for
over 50 years. Qur organization has
Wi t nessed - has w tnessed Chi nat owns
and simlar comunities across the
country, threaten and deci mated by
the construction of sports arenas.

These projects often
prom se to create jobs and boost
| ocal businesses, as you' ve heard,

but inreality, they represent the
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death rattle of these conmunity's
hi story and cultural identity.

Take for exanple, the
Capitol Arena in Washington D. C.,
whi ch opened in 1997. This arena
led to the collapse of D.C.'s
Chi nat own di splacing long-term
residents and snmall busi nesses, and
eroding the community's cul tural
identity. Residents describe the
I npact as devastating, watching as
prom ses of econom c support for
smal | businesses failed to
materialize. | was there at that
tinme.

Simlarly, in Brooklyn,
the construction of the Barclays
Center disproportionately forced out
communi ties of color. Rent
increases primarily affected | ower
i ncone residents, while higher
I ncone individuals could afford the
changes | eading to significant

di spl acenent.
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Now we face a simlar
threat with this proposal. Econonic
studi es consistently, like you've
heard, show the reports that sports
arenas do not increase tax revenues
for their local areas. |If nore
noney i s needed, the 76ers
devel opers have stated that the even
the community benefit agreenment wl|
not increase.

OCl G°P hasn't seen no
efforts fromthe city or devel opers
to address comrunity concerns about
di spl acenent, cultural preservation,
or the everyday inpacts of
construction on traffic, SEPTA
transit, schools, churches, et
cetera. From what we have seen so
far, this arena wll devastate
Phi | adel phia's nationally
recogni zed, one of the ol dest
Chi natowns in the nation. Just as
the Capitol Arena destroyed D.C 's

Chi nat owmn and the Barcl ays Center,
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the forced out conmunities of color
i n Brooklyn. Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS.

Pl ease state your nane for the
record and proceed.

MR KOCH: M nane is
Jack Koch. A lot of shock clock
violations tonight here. | live in
Philly, I'"malso a business agent
for the Elevator Constructors Union
Local 5. There is nothing nore
I nportant than having a job to
support your famly and the dignity
of work. This arena will provide
j obs during the construction, after
the construction is finished al so.
This arena wll spark growth on the
East Market, which desperately needs
it right now.

Wthin this growth, there
will be nore jobs and nore end of
the day -- and at the end of the
day, permanent jobs. The city wll

have nore restaurants, bars, places
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to go. Nothing worthwhile is easy,
but at the end of the day, this wll
definitely be a positive for our
city. Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:
Thank you for your testinony.

Pl ease state your nanme and proceed.

M5. MALKEMES: Hello. MW
name i s Megan Mal kemes. |'ma
constituent of Council menber
Squilla, and I'ma social policy
student here in the city, and |I'm
here to express ny total opposition
to the construction of the 76ers
ar ena.

As a taxpayer in this
city, I'mstrongly agai nst $400
mllion of tax revenue that could
and should be invested in the youth,
famlies, and workers of the city
bei ng wasted on an unnecessary
expenditure that has been net with
such out spoken opposition.

"' mal so strongly agai nst

Page 97

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
11/ 20/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

t he advancenent of any devel opnent
project that threatens to decinmate
up to 50% of small business inits
surroundi ng conmunities. As soneone
who arrived to Phil adel phia, in part
because | can no longer afford to
live in ny honetown of Boston,
Massachusetts, I'mall too famli ar
with the failure of comunity
benefits agreenents to prevent
di spl acenment and result in
substantial benefit for the
resi dents nost inpacted by
gentrification.

As sonmeone who relies on
SEPTA for transportation and has
been a retail worker in Center City,
I"'malso all too famliar with how
SEPTA disruptions interfere with the
econom c stability of |low incone
wor kers who ri sk workpl ace penalties
wi th SEPTA dysfunction as it inpacts
their comute

And lastly, as an
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ener gi ng policy professional who
intends to remain in the city, |
bel i eve that when presented with
such clear opposition to a project
that data indicates will harmits
constituency at the |evel of
housi ng, enpl oynent, and heal t hcare,
just to nane a few, that City
Council should act in the interest
of its community stakehol ders and
the communi ty nenbers of Chi natown
who are at risk of displacenent over
the interest of a handful of
billionaires. Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:
Thank you. Please state your nane
for the record and proceed.

M5. THORP: Thanks. My
name is Emma Thorp, | have been a
resi dent of Philadel phia for 10
years. | grewup in the D.C. area.
And every tinme ny father visits, he
is just overwhel ned by the anpunt of

smal | i ndependent busi nesses we have

Page 99

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
11/ 20/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

inthis city. Unique -- Philly is
really unique in how many smal |
| ocal |y owned busi nesses we have.
If ny father wants a cup of coffee
that is in a Starbucks, he has to
drive 20 mnutes. Here | can wal k
five mnutes fromny apartnent and
run into three or four |ocally owned
cof f ee shops.

| remenber, you know,
when | was a teen, you know, being a
bad kid going around D.C.'s
Chi natown, by that tine | was old
enough -- by the tine | was old
enough to do that on ny own, there
-- it was conpletely stripped of any
kind of |ocal character or |ocal
busi ness. Every business was a
chai n, every restaurant was
national |l y owned.

Here, if you wal k down
D.C. or Philly's Chinatown, it is
unrecogni zable fromD.C.'s

Chi natown. There is dozens of
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I ndependent busi nesses on every

bl ock, there is -- you know, you
could eat out every single night for
a week and still be going to

i ndependent |ocally owned

busi nesses.

| was very concerned by
the inpact study that said 50% of
busi nesses woul d be negatively
I npacted by that, and we've heard at
this hearing today that, you know,
over 150 | ocal Chi natown busi nesses
are opposed to this plan because
they worry that, you know, it may
cl ose their business.

And that is sonething
that if we, you know, if the arena
goes through, we would see, you
know, a pop -- we would see that the
busi nesses are being negatively
affected and we woul d | ose what
makes Philly so characteristic and
SO0 uni que and what other cities have

nmour ned | osi ng.
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In addition, | just also
wanted to speak how wonderful it is
how many uni on nmenbers we have.

t hi nk uni ons and construction is the
|ifeblood of any city, and it
saddens ne that we are seeing it as
uni ons and constructions versus the
peopl e and culture when really it
shoul d be all of us versus the
billionaires that have depl eted the
city of its resources, naking it

I npossi bl e.

Making it so the city
doesn't have noney to spend on
publics and hire unions to repair
things |ike parks and schools, and
in fact can't even pay the bills to
the contractors that have been hired
for those things. So yeah, thank
you so nuch for your tine. Go
Philly.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:
Thank you for your testinony.

CH EF CLERK: Would
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Sherri e Cohen, Ben Fileccia, Lillian
Austin, and Yvette Young and Roxanna
Tagi ni a, please cone forward.
Agai n, Sherrie Cohen, Ben Fileccia,
Lillian Austin, Yvette Young and
Roxanna Tagi ni a, pl ease cone
forward
You wi Il each have two
m nutes to speak.
COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:
Thank you. Please state your nane
for the record and proceed.
M5. COHEN: Good norning.
COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:. (Good

nor ni ng.

M5. COHEN: My nane is
Sherrie Cohen. [|I'ma community
activist attorney and | live in the
8th Council District. | cane here

to speak agai nst the arena

| egi sl ation and to urge you do not

sacrifice Chinatown on the altar of
billionaires. | have three points.

Nunber one, history. Phil adel phia's
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Chi nat own, one of the last surviving
Chinatowns in the U S. was founded
in 1871, over 150 years ago.

Last year it was naned as
one of Anmerica's 11 nobst endangered
hi storic places by the National
Trust for H storic Preservation to,
guot e, rai se awareness about the
threat facing one of nation's
greatest treasures.

Thi s nationa
organi zation recogni zed the threat
to Chinatown's existence caused by
76th place. Do you? In 2026, the
250t h anni versary of the founding of
the US. W'Il celebrate as "one
Philly" -- oh, I'msorry. WIIl we
cel ebrate as "one Philly" the word
of our mayor, or will we no |onger
be one Philly because we have
consi gned one of our nation's
greatest conmunities to displacenent
and deci mati on.

Nunmber two, housi ng.
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Wil e we debate whet her one team
shoul d get a new hone when they

al ready have a hone, isn't the nore
I nportant question, what are we
doi ng about all the Phil adel phi ans
who really need a hone? W have an
af fordabl e housing crisis with nore
t han 70, 000 househol ds on the wait
list for publicly subsidized

housi ng. And about 50% of renters
are cost burdened.

Nunmber three, one Philly.
| dare say that nost of us are stil
reeling froma certain election that
took place two weeks ago. That was
when an orange billionaire used the
fam liar playbook of divide and
conquer and won. Let us now not | et
three billionaires, | don't know if
they're orange, divide and conquer
us.

As our mayor says, let us
be "one Philly." Let us stand

together in solidarity with
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Chi nat own today and when Chi nat own
cel ebrates the 250th anni versary of
its founding in Philadel phia. Thank
you.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:
Thank you. Thank you for your
testinony. Please state your nane
for the record and proceed.

MR. FI LECCI A: Thank you.
Good norni ng, Council.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:
Mor ni ng.

MR FILECCIA: M nane is
Ben Fileccia. |I'ma lifelong
Phi | adel phia resident and the senior
vi ce president of the Pennsyl vania
Rest aurant and Lodgi ng Associ ati on.
The PRLA appreci ates Mayor Cherelle
Par ker's thoughtful and
col | aborati ve approach, navigating
conversations happening at Gty Hal
around the devel opnent of a new
arena for Phil adel phia 76ers in

Center City and commends the nmayor
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for her diligent |eadershinp.

Mayor Parker's stance on
keeping this iconic teamin
Phi | adel phia is not only a wn for
the city's sports fans, but also a
bol d step towards driving econonic
grow h and reinforcing the strength
of the hospitality sector. Mayor
Par ker has been a | ong chanpi on of
hospitality, and this bold
endor senment makes cl ear her
comm tnent to our industry and her
prom se to attract nore visitors to
Phi | adel phi a.

Si nce taking office, she
has made great strides to our -- to
cut bureaucratic red tape,
stream i ned services. And by
form ng the Mayor's business action
teamw || rmake operating in
Phi | adel phi a easier and nore
appeal i ng for our businesses. These
actions reflect her vision of a city

that is both econom cally vibrant
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and hospitable to operators across
all industries.

As this project
progresses, PRLA | ooks forward to
actively engaging with all
st akehol ders, including the over
80, 000 service workers in the region
to ensure this devel opnent benefits
both the | ocal econony and the
hospitality community, which is
critical to Philadel phia's continued
success as a prem er destination.
Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:

Thank you. Please state
your nane for the record and
proceed.

PUBLI C SPEAKER TI G NI A:
Hi , Council menbers and fell ow
residents. M nane is Roxanna
Tiginia, and I live in South
Phi |l adel phia in the 1st District. |
oppose the arena plan as this would

deci mat e today' s vi brant Chi nat own.
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And to understand a bit of what we
can expect here in Phil adel phia, I
wanted to speak a little bit on the
deci si on makings of D.C. back in
the 80s and 90s to see what is in
store for Philadel phia.

D.C.'s Chi natown served
as a home and a community hub for
Chi nese inmmgrants reaching a
maj ority of the nei ghborhood
popul ati on occupyi ng 69% of the
nei ghbor hood according to the U S.
census. However, D.C. governnent
had different plans for this area.

Despite calls fromthe
Chi nat owmn community in D.C. for
support and conmunity devel opnent,
D.C. officials made way to build
out a convention center, a
commercial mall, and an arena, which
sounds very famliar to our
Chi nat own area today.

This resulted in further

i ncreasi ng property prices and
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di spl aci ng count| ess Chi nese
busi nesses and residents. By 2015,
t he Chi nese popul ati on had dw ndl ed
drastically with the 2020 census
reporting only 18% of Chi nat own
resi dents bei ng Asian Aneri can.
This marks the highest decrease in
Asi an Anerican residents out of any
city inthe United States, over a
40% decl i ne.

| bring all of this as an
exanpl e of what we can expect with
this arena. W can expect a
di srupted Chi natown, we can expect a
majority of its residents to be
di spl aced because it's happened
before. W've seen it in D C

D.C.'s Chi nat own
exenpl i fies how poor decision nmaking
fromcity |l eaders can result in a
br oken, fragnmented conmunity
sterilization of an inportant
cultural hub and a displ acenent of

famlies and thousands of residents.
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So | ask you all Council nenbers to
consider the long lasting effects
your decision will have on this

al ready i ncredi bl e nei ghborhood in
Chinatown, and to stand with the
maj ority of Phil adel phi ans who
oppose this deal. Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:
Thank you for your testinony.

CH EF CLERK: That
concl udes our witness list for
today. Thank you all for com ng.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:
Thank you very nuch, Council. W'II
stand in recess until 1:30 this
afternoon. Thank you.

(Lunch recess taken.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
J OHNSON:

Good afternoon, everyone.

Good afternoon, everyone.
Today is definitely a
good day. As | |ook at ny Chairnman

of Labor over there and ny Chairnman
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of Transportation, and nenbers of
Council, we've all advocated and
sent the letter to accepted to
strike a good, fair deal with the
wor kers at TW which we now are
going to reach. | just want to

t hank the nenbers of this body for
their advocacy and bei ng supportive
of those efforts.

To the matter at hand,
now, we have several panels that
wi Il be speaking today regarding the
| egi sl ati on before us today
regardi ng the proposed arena, 76ers
arena. And so what we're going to
do is call up the several panels for
today. Well, M. Christmas, please
call the first panel.

CH EF CLERK: \Walter
Tsaou. Walter Tsoau, Raynond
Palidora, Ellie Yu, Randall Drain,
pl ease cone forward. Two m nutes.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Two mi nut es.
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CH EF CLERK:  You wi ||
each have two mnutes to speak.
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:

How are you doi ng,
Walter? How are you today?

PUBLI C SPEAKER TSAQU
Thank you so mnuch.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: State your nanme fully for
the record and pl ease begin.

PUBLI C SPEAKER TSAQU

Ckay. My nane is
Dr. Walter Tsaou. |'mthe forner
Heal t h Commi ssi oner of Phil adel phi a.
I"'ma Munt Airy resident and in the
8th Councilmanic District. The
owners of the Sixers had a vision of
putting a Center City arena, but
t hey never surveyed their nost
I nportant custoners, their fans.

They have touted the idea

that only the Sixers Arena can
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revitalize East Market Street, but
they are wong. As the reality of

t he unanswered problens of this
arena, opposition has grown not just
from Chi nat own, but Washi ngt on
Square West and t he Gaybor hood.

The JMI study of traffic
depends on at | east 40% of Sixers
fans taking SEPTA to the game or
risk intractable gridlock. Such
gridlock could al so increase
particulate matter, for exanple, in
our atnosphere. This dystopian
reality of anbul ances being unable
to bring their heart attack or
bl eedi ng patients to tinely care was
not of concern to the Sixers owners.

The JMI traffic study
doesn't consider the reality of
Phi | adel phi a, where a shooting at
the Lonmbard Station happened j ust
yesterday, nor does it consider The
Fl ower Show or other |arge events

that will clog up all the parking
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garages in Center Cty.

SEPTA, which all ready
faces trenmendous budgetary problens,
wi Il have to negotiate keeping the
rails running while having a | arge
construction overhead on top of
Jefferson Station. This is also
unfunded. SEPTA is an essenti al
route for primary care and
prevention for its patients. |If the
goal is to revitalize East Market
Street, we should have a public
participation processes noted in
recent inquire article.

A serious promse is dead
zone created by the federal
bui | di ngs between 7th and 5th
Street, which basically closes after
5:00 p.m If you want to revitalize
that area, why don't you build a
second Christmas market on
| ndependence Mall? It would at
| east revitalize that part of East

Mar ket Street from Spring tourists
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to Wnter residents.

The vitality for streets
cones wWith people, which neans
strengt hening public transportation,
i ncluding an inner city bus
term nal, and naybe even ferry
servi ce between South Jersey and
Penn's Landing. This could bring
t housands of visitors to East Market
Street door to stop.

O note, it is young
immgrants starting famlies, buying
di apers and ot her essential goods
who fill our retail stores. W nust
fight nass deportation and preserve
our inmm grant population in
Phi | adel phia. There's been a | evel
of disrespect that needs to be
stated. No respect for what it
woul d do to SEPTA, the surrounding
nei ghbor hoods, access for energency
vehi cl es or the opinions of the
Si xers fans thenselves, or for that

matter, this Cty Council
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As Counci | man Bass not ed,
the owners didn't even bother to
show up. Wy do these billionaires
so categorically reject the sports
conpl ex, which is sonehow good
enough for the Flyers, Eagles and
Phillies? |If they want to build a
stadi um arena so badly, why not
build it there?

What is -- what is their
beef with Wells -- Wells Fargo
Center, which has just undergone
$400 million in renovations? Well,
let's put it this way. [|f your
not her spent $400 million fixing up
your bedroom and you said, "I'm not
noving there.” She will say, "You
deserve a spanking." Well, Gty
Council, you are the adults in the
room and you need to give these
billionaires a spanking, and |et
t hem know as every nei ghbor hood
around this proposed arena has said,

do not build it here. Thank you.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:

Pl ease state your nane,
for the record, and pl ease begin.

PUBLI C SPEAKER PALI DORA:

My nane i s Raynond
Palidora. |'mborn and raised here
in Philadelphia. | lived in South
Phi | adel phia ny whole life, District
1, represented by Council man Mark
Squilla. 1've been working in
medi cal oncol ogy research at
Jefferson for about 10 years now.
|''m here to express concerns about
t he proposed Sixers arena in Center
City, and its potential inmpact on
patients, the quality of care, and
the inportant work that all of us
heal t hcare workers do every day.

At Jefferson, we care for
vul nerabl e patients, including those
wi th cancer where tinely access to
treatnment is essential. An arena in

such a busy area will create traffic
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and accessibility issues, naking it
harder for patients to reach the
hospital on tinme, which can
negatively inpact their care and
overal | health outcones.

As someone who i S
i nvol ved in cancer research, | know
firsthand how inportant it's to
mai ntain a stable environnment for
those patients and healthcare staff.

I ncreased congestion
around the hospital in this area
will not only affect our patients,
but al so affect hospital enpl oyees,
researchers, students, healthcare
wor kers, all who travel in and out
of the area on a daily basis.
Del ays in getting to work can | ead
to disruptions in clinical care
schedul es and sl ow down the
essential research that happens
t here everyday.

Qur research

col | aborati ons with external
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partners and the delivery of
essential research materials |ike
brand new experinental cancer
treatnents that | deal with al

woul d face del ays, potentially

hi ndering the progress we've made in
advanci ng cancer treatnents.

Qut ward shi prments of
things |ike blood tests and tunor
bi opsi es that need 24- hour
processi ng woul d al so be a del ayed,
hi nderi ng research and treat nent
further. W also have to renenber
that this arena won't be built
over ni ght.

Before anything is
conpl eted, there'll be years of
denolition and construction right
over Jefferson Station, one of the
busi est transportation hubs in the
city. During this time, trains wl|l
be a del ayed or stopped, streets
surroundi ng the hospital will be

bl ocked by cranes, construction
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vehicles, and all the other
equi pnent .

Thi s extended period of
di sruption could severely affect our
ability to provide consistent and
tinely care for patients.
Construction del ays, road cl osures,
reduced public transit options, wl|l
make it even harder for patients to
travel to their appointnments or for
doctors and nurses to reach their
hospital on tine.

For cancer patients in
particul ar, many of whom have all
ready have tightly schedul ed
treatnents, this arena could del ay
this delicate schedule. A del ayed
appoi ntnment is not just an
I nconveni ence for them It can
directly inpact their recovery and
treat ment out cones.

Sonme participants in ny
studi es have all ready expressed

concern about their proposed arena
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and said they would try and schedul e
their appointnments around all the
different major events that would
happen there. This kind of
schedul i ng uncertainty woul d di srupt
care at various tinmes throughout the
day | eading to unpredictable patient
fl ow and creative backups in
critical areas like our infusion
centers.

So when patients avoid
certain tinmes during the day, and
what | nean is, you know, the day
before or the day after an event,
the norning of the event, because
they want to get in and out of the
city, that puts stress on all the
scheduling for all the doctors.
Patients wll be double booked and
all the care will be backed up.

Whil e | understand the
desire to bring new busi ness and
enter entertainment into the city,

and | understand the desire for the
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Si xers organi zation | ooking for a
new honme for the team |'m not
against that. | believe it's
crucial to just find a better

| ocati on.

There's plenty of room
for the arena in different parts of
the city, and I'msure we can find a
good home for the Sixers. Patients
and enpl oyees, and students' well -
bei ng nust cone first and |
encourage Cty Council to consider
t he consequences that this
devel opnment woul d have on the city's
health and the well-being of all of
our conmunities. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:

Thank you.

Pl ease state your nane
and begin your testinony.

M5. YU M nane is Ellie
Yu and |'m a queer and trans

comuni ty menber from West Philly.
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I'"'ma patient registrar and care
coordi nator at the Mazzoni Health
Center, a primary care facility
centering LGBTQ plus fol ks in gender
affirmng care and H V treatnent and
preventi on.

I"mal so a uni on
comm ttee menber of SEI U Heal t hcare;
Pennsyl vani a's | argest uni on of
nurses and heal thcare workers, and
the only chapter of SElIU Healthcare
PA located in the heart of
Phi | adel phi a.

As heal t hcare workers
serving nenbers of the comunity --
LEBTQ plus community, we are
firsthand w tnesses of the inpacts
of cultural erasure and [imted
access to lifesaving heal thcare.

A mgjority of our
patients, in addition to being queer
and trans, or living with HV,
experience nultiple health

di sparities including housing
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i nsecurity, food insecurity,
subst ance use, and overall
structural racismand system c bi as.
A mgjority of our patients have
i ncones at or bel ow 133% of the
federal incone poverty line and cone
to us to receive affordable,
judgnent free, and affirm ng care.
In the early 1980s, when
the AI DS pandem c pushed our queer
community into the spotlight and
took the lives of many bel oved
friends and fam |y, Phil adel phia
conmunity nmenbers in the
Gaybor hood and the rest of the city
canme together to provide healthcare
and financial assistance to those
I npacted by the epidem c when
federal, state, and | ocal
governments failed to respond.
The Mazzoni Center where
| work, fornerly, Philadel phia
Community Health Alternatives, is

one of many organi zations that

Page 125

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
11/ 20/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

energed to provide care to
underserved residents in
Phi | adel phi a.

Qur secondary | ocati on,
whi ch specializes in HV and STI
prevention, treatnment and education
is located in the Gayborhood on 12th
and | ocust, just a few blocks from
t he proposed Sixers arena.

The proximty of the
proposed stadiumto our center is
concerni ng, especially considering
this history -- of the city's
hi story of overl ooking the needs and
concerns of the queer community.

The proximty of the arena threatens

the accessibility to the all ready

scarce free conmunity at HV and STI

testing in the city, which is

crucial in preventing the

transm ssion of these infections

becom ng a public health crisis.
Additionally, over 80%

of our patients rely on public

Page 126

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
11/ 20/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

transit to access care. SEPTA is
al ready facing a financial cliff.
There is no funding in the current
pl ans, Sixers ganes or noney for the
SEPTA cl eani ng. The financi al
burden of the arena cannot fall on
SEPTA users. Odinarily,
Phi | adel phi ans who rely on SEPTA,
i ncl udi ng our patients, cannot
afford additional fare increases.
This proximty hurts not
just our LGBTQ plus residents, but
every individual living in
Phi | adel phia. The Conmm ssion
Traffic I npact Studies have shown
that the introduction of 76 Pl ace
wi | | unequivocally worsen traffic
| eading to Jefferson University
Hospital, Center Cty's only Level 1
adult trauma center of which there
are under 220 Level 1 adult trauma
centers across all 50 states.
These hospitals are

crucial in enmergencies as they're
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equi pped to stabilize and treat the
nost critical injuries. Patients
with the nost life threatening
injuries need to be transferred here
fromother facilities in order to
recei ve the appropriate treatnent.

This neans that in a
Level 1 trauma energency where every
second counts, traffic congestion is
life threatening. Wiile I'mnot a
first responder or | do not work in
energency room | do know many of
our patients rely on Jefferson
Uni versity Hospital as the only
energency roomthey are cl ose enough
to get to.

|"ve seen the notes that
get sent to us from Jefferson when
our patients are admtted into their
emergency room |'ve taken calls
fromJefferson notifying us of a
patient's death. |'ve listened to
fam |y nenbers of patients

expressing profound grief at the
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passi ng of | oved ones due to fatal
injuries. And | renenber every
singl e one of our patients' nanes
who we've |lost since -- |ost since
their lives could be so easily
prevent ed.

| hope that you're al
able to take sone tinme to consider
what it is would be gaining from
|l osing -- gaining and losing by this
arena being built. And if any of it
iIs worth listing the lives of
Phi | adel phia residents who put their
trust in you to represent them
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you. State your
nanme for the record, sir. Please
begi n.

DR. DRAIN. Hello. M
nanme is Dr. Randall Drain, and |
live in the District 5 near Broad
and Grard. I'ma l|lifelong resident

of Phil adel phia and | was born and
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raised in North Philly for

approxi mately 35 years. | treated
many wonderful patients as a

pedi atrician in North Phil adel phia
and West Phi |l adel phi a.

The majority of ny
patients and their famlies that |
provi ded healthcare to were African
Amer i can. Currently, | goto

church in Chi natown at Renewal

Church, and | love this vibrant and
friendly comunity. |'m here today
not only because | |ove Chi nat own,

but al so because | feel called to
speak out as a physician who's now
retired.

Let us just review again
sonme of the alarmng statistics.
Phi | adel phi a' s anbul ance response
times are three mnutes |onger than
the industry standard for safety.
Only 33% of Phil adel phi a anbul ances
make it to patients within the

recommended nine mnutes. Center
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Cty traffic is a large part of this
probl em

An arena woul d bring
t housands nore vehicles into the
area at one tine. The congestion
and gridlock froman arena woul d
sl ow down anbul ances even nore and
put patients' lives in danger.
Jefferson Hospital is an excell ent
Level 1 trauma center, the only one
left in Center City, and they see
the nost critically ill patients:
Trauma from gunshot wounds, car
acci dents, heart attacks, strokes.
In these enmergency cases, every
second matters. For every minute a
hospital arrival is delayed, a
patient's chances of dying are 5%
hi gher .

Heal t hcare i s al ready
chal l enging for many African --
African American communities in
Phi | adel phia wi t hout having to

navi gate the prospect of del ayed

Page 131

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
11/ 20/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

care during gane -- during gane
time. And just in summary, just

| i ke you to consider to put private
interest, |ike the arena, not above
public health. W need to put
patients over profits.

Any pl ans for devel opnent
in Center City need to consider
public health first. W urge
deci sion makers |ike yourselves to
consider the inpact to public health
and to do what is norally right and
just for all Phil adel phians before
nmoving forward with plans to build
the arena. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch. Just
that one brief question before |
turn it over to ny nenbers. Your
testinony concerns were rai sed about
t he proposed arena that m ght inpact
traffic near Thomas Jefferson
Uni versity Hospital, potentially

affecting patient access.
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However, on Tuesday,
Novenber 12th, 2024, this Cty
Counci| heard fromthe
adm ni stration, neaning the Mayor's
adm ni stration, that an independent
analysis by OIS, which is the
O fice of Transportation
Infrastructure and Sustainability,
found that no significant inpact on
the Jefferson Trauma Center with the
Jefferson CEO, and the CEO name is
Joseph Cacchi one agreeing on that.

They stated that the 10th
Street corridor, they neaning the
CEO of Jefferson, Joseph Cacchi one,
mentioned that the 10th Street
corridor will be reserved for
emer gency access with police
ensuring the area remains clear.

So can you give ne your
perspective on -- and | only asked
this question because we want to be
data driven as well. | asked this

questi on based upon that this CEO
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_ ) _ Page 134
who runs the hospital, his primary,

it's going to be his responsibility
to make sure that patients are
treated adequately and actually nore
t han adequately. And so for himto
come out and put his reputation out
there | eadi ng the actual hospital
that's subject for debate kind of
says a lot, but |I wanted to hear
fromall of you --

DR DRAIN: I'Il offer ny
opi nion, which is there's politics
i nvol ved here. He's curry favor
with the Mayor, wth the building
trades, he needs themfor his future
devel opnments, and he realizes that
he's in a very difficult decision --
position. | have been told by many
staff people at Jefferson that they
have been asked not to speak about
this froma public relations
per specti ve.

And | think that common

sense should tell you that 10th
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Street is only -- there's only two
| anes goi ng down that street. |
don't know, are you going to have
the police block off all the
surroundi ng roads |like they do for
festivals and so on? And how wi ||
that actually nmake traffic
congestion even worse if they were
to do that?

So | just think that the
10th Street carter ideais a
fantasy, if you're going to have a
Si xers gane and you expect people to
find parking spots? Common sense
should tell you that that doesn't
make any sense, frankly. And I
t hi nk common sense shoul d prevail .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
J OHNSON:

| just wanted to put that
on the record. The next person |I'm
going to call is Council nenber
Ant hony Phillips.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
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Thank you, Council President. |
just -- Walter, correct? Yeah. So
| just had a question for you. You
mentioned that there should be a
space near the |ndependence Center
to do a market, sone sort of I|ike
mar ket pl ace that can help revitalize
that particul ar area near
| ndependence Hall. But | didn't --
maybe | didn't catch you correctly.

D d you nention what
woul d be a space other than the
arena that could replace to where
the current -- where the current,
you know, mall is right now? What
woul d be sonething that could be
worth investing in there?

PUBLI C SPEAKER TSAQU
Well, you know, the -- I'm-- |I'm
t hi nki ng of the Christmas market
whi ch is surrounding this building
right now, which is a tenporary
structure, which could surround

| ndependence Mall, for exanple.
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But during -- when the
touri st season sort of ends in the
Fall, we could start having a
Chri stmas mar ket around | ndependence
Mal | and actually use it as a way of
getting people to cone to the 5th
and 7th Street area, which usually
cl oses down after five o'clock.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:

But what -- what woul d
replace the --- the -- the Fashion
District? So that's down the
street, but |I'mtal king about the
Fashion District, so the mall.

PUBLI C SPEAKER TSAQU
Vell, | think, the Fashion District
suffers fromthe fact that there's
not enough people who cone into the
town right now and shop there. And
its safety is a big issue. And
trying to inprove safety is an
I nportant part of that. But also,
the fact is that we have not --

we' ve taken away the bus term nal
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fromthe city, we don't have a ferry
service that bring people from South
Jersey into the eastern part of

Phi | adel phi a.

We could do a |lot nore
creative things to bring people in
here and we can preserve inm grant
famlies, like | said before, who
are the ones who are nost likely to

buy essential goods for their kids

and their famlies. Not ne -- |I'm
you know, | go out and go over
Broad, but | don't -- young people

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
Have you and your team
wor ked on finding, you know,
I nvestors and so forth to, kind of,
i ke counteract this potentia
devel opnent, |ike could actually pay
for sonmething to replace that area.
And al so would you be, if the Sixers
were to nove to New Jersey, how do

you t hi nk Phil adel phi ans woul d feel

Page 138

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
11/ 20/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

about that?

PUBLI C SPEAKER TSAQU
well, I -- I'"'m-- 1 don't think
that woul d be a good idea
personally, but | -- ny testinony is
why -- what's wong with the sports
stadiun? [|If you walk fromthe NRG
stadiumto the Philly Ctizens Bank
Park, there's |ike four blocks that
you have to wal k through just to get
to the Citizens Bank Park. That's a
bi g open space there. Wy don't you
put a Sixers arena there that faces
the Wells Fargo Center, they can
point their fingers at each other
and, you know, the building trades
can build sonet hing wonderful right
here in Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:

Al'l right. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Jam e Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER
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Good afternoon and thank
you for being here. | wanted to
delve into -- | also wanted to del ve
into what seens to be a discrepancy
bet ween how Jefferson | eadership
views the proposed traffic plans
presented by the 76ers and how
Jefferson's energency room and ot her
front line staff feel about the
pl an.

So | think these
questions are for Raynond, but if
there are things that you can't
answer or are not privy to, then
that's fine.

First, aml correct in
under st andi ng that Jefferson
| eader shi p conm ssioned in an
internal study to understand the
traffic inpact of the arena, or are
they using the city's transportation
I npact study?

PUBLI C SPEAKER PALI DORA:

So fromwhat |I'maware of, they said
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t hey conducted their own, that
wasn't shared with enpl oyees, it
said there was going to be. | have
not seen it. |'massum ng they
m ght have used what the city had
seen and pi ggybacked off that for
sone data, but | haven't seen
anyt hi ng.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER

Can you tal k about how
Jefferson's | eadership inforned or
engaged frontline staff in this
process? For exanple, was there a
town hall or a conversation with
staff that all owed people to express
concerns about traffic or perhaps an
anonynous survey of staff and, you
know, physicians and nursing staff?
What have those conversations | ooked

i ke?

PUBLI C SPEAKER PALI DORA:

Again, as far as |I'maware, not --
not a whole | ot has been shared or

asked of staff. | believe there was
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one -- one town hall where sone
gquesti ons were brought up, and it
was going to be asked of the top to
ki nd of cone down. Anytine |'ve
reached out for nore information or
questions, it seened that, again, it
was in the works and enpl oyees w ||
know and staff will know, but no
town halls or anything |like that
have been really devel oped.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER

Can you tal k about what
transpired at the town halls? Wat
was the overwhel m ng sentinent of

the staff?

PUBLI C SPEAKER PALI DORA:

So the -- the one town hall that |
knew, sone questions m ght have been
brought up. | was not a part of.

So | can't particularly speak on
that from sone other just coll eagues
and things, there's a bunch of

di fferent opinions on the arena

itself. But again, nothing official
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is like a platformfor us to really
share that.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER

Lastly, now that you have
this public forum what would you
want Jefferson | eadership to take
into consideration when they're
t hi nki ng about traffic around the
hospi tal ?

PUBLI C SPEAKER PALI DORA:
Again, | nmean, | think everyone's
concern seens to be just genera
congestion, patient flow in and out,
and like | said, you know,
heal t hcare workers getting in and
out of the -- of the arena. And one
thing I've also said that seens to
al so be kind of thought about is if
I"'ma nurse working in ny third
16-hour shift and I'"'mtrying to get
hone and now there's a two-hour
delay on a train, because there's a
Si xers arena, that's one thing.

But al so patients com ng
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inand out, | think it just needs to
be considered of all the other
parking |lots m ght not be taken care
of because there's an arena, so
pati ents have no place to park. So
| think that needs to be prioritized
bef ore an event going on in Center
Cty.
COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER
Thank you. Thank you so
much, Council President.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
J OHNSON:
You are wel cone. You're
wel cone. Council menber JimHarrity.
COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY:
Thank you, Counci
President. And thank you for your
guestion, that was actually ny first
question that | was going to ask
also. So just to follow up on that,
do you think that it would be
hel pful to designate one lane in the

corridor of the hospital during
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arena events to mtigate traffic
concerns? |f we designated a | ane
just to energency vehicles?

PUBLI C SPEAKER TSAQU:
How -- is this the honor systenf
How does this work that you have
police bl ocking parts of this
corridor and say --

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY: |
mean - -

PUBLI C SPEAKER TSAQU: - -
or traffic cones or sonething, or?

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY:
I"'mnot trying to jerk you off, so
pl ease don't try to jerk ne off.

PUBLI C SPEAKER TSAQU

Yeah, yeabh.

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY:
Al right. | asked a question, and
you' Il show ne the respect that |

deserve for ny seat. Just like |'m
showi ng you the respect.
PUBLI C SPEAKER TSAQU

Yes, | take it back.
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COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY:
That was an honest question. [|'m
asking if there was a | ane
desi gnated for energency traffic, do
you think that would nediate the
concerns? That was it.

PUBLI C SPEAKER TSAQU
No, | don't think.

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY:
So you don't think so? Okay. Thank
you. |'mgood. |'m good because |
need to cal m down before | --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Counci | woman man Rue

Landau.
COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU
Thank you, Counci
President. | just wanted to take

one second for us to all think about
the fact that a | ot of people are
com ng here to express their

opi nions on the project, pro or con
and also to do so sonetines, in a

general way and sonetines, in a
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certain | ane.

And | think it is --
woul d not be hel pful for us to ask
just everybody, what do you think
should be built in this space as
well as we -- not everybody's an
expert on traffic studies also, |
t hi nk we should just, you know,
listen to what people are telling us
and try to ask questions that are
directed towards that, because |
think that's the way we can get the
nost from for exanple, this pane
of medi cal experts that we have.
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
J OHNSON:

Thank you very nuch for
your testinony.

PUBLI C SPEAKER TSAQU
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:

WIl the clerk please
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call the next panel?

CH EF CLERK: Mark
Merlini, Dan Killinger, Ed G ose,

Rob Zuritsky, Paul Levy, please cone
forward. You will each have two
m nutes to speak. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
J OHNSON: Rob, you want to start us
of f?

PUBLI C SPEAKER ZURI TSKY:
Sur e.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It was good to see you.

PUBLI C SPEAKER ZURI TSKY:
Good to see you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
J OHNSON:

M. Zuritsky, good to see
you. Just start your nane -- say
your nane for the record, and pl ease
begi n your testinony.

PUBLI C SPEAKER ZURI TSKY:
Good afternoon. M nane is Robert

Zuritsky. |'m president and CEO of
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Par kway Cor poration, a conpany
proudly headquartered just three
bl ocks up North Broad Street. M
conpany has been in the parking
busi ness in Philadel phia for 102
years, and is regarded as a nationa
| eader in parking operations
t echnol ogy and devel opnent.
Parkway is also a
nati onal devel oper and owner of
office, residential, retail, nedica
office, hospitality, and parking
wi th nost of our devel opnents taking
place in Center Cty, Philadel phia.
Interestingly, | believe
Parkway is the only devel oper with
di rect experience building for sale,
af f ordabl e housing and parking in
Chinatown in the |ast 60 years.
Hospitality, retail,
parking in the convention center
district, medical office for Penn --
bui | di ng nmedi cal office for Penn

Jefferson, and WIlls Eye with retai
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and parking in the nedical district,
and one of the only devel opers in
the country who is building 880,000
square feet of build-to-suit office,
and certainly the only conpany
buil ding that office in Center City,
Phi | adel phi a.

| am happy to speak out
in favor of this project for many
reasons. Before the pandem c,
Center Cty, Phil adel phia was on a
roll, and then everything went
backwards. Now we have office
bui | di ngs struggling, we have hotels
hurti ng because of a drop in
busi ness, travel and neeti ngs.
Retailers, restaurants are hurting
and cl osing, and public
transportation is suffering al so
because of a | ack of business
activity in Center GCty.

This arena will be the
newest, nost high tech, best fan

experience in the world when it
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Page 151
opens. It can act as a catalyst to

encour age busi nesses to consi der
novi ng and keepi ng their businesses
in town, and will encourage nore
people to want to live in town,
because we have such a great,
wal kabl e city. This arena wll also
be another anenity for people to
want to use our hotels and
especially hel p SEPTA and PATCO.

This arena wll act as a
catal yst to get other devel opnents
started in the area.

| mentioned earlier all
t he devel opnents that we have done
around this area, but | didn't
mention the properties that we have
been trying to develop directly
nearest to The Gallery Fashion
District for 30 years and failed to
develop -- to develop them This is
because Market East has struggl ed
for all that tinme, but having a

brand new Madi son Square Garden,
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best tech fan experience facility
will get this town cooking |Iike the
ot her parts of Center Gty have

al ready experienced grow h.

Lastly, | can assure you
that the parking and traffic during
construction and after the arena
will not be a concern. First of
all, we have inventoried 40 parking
facilities in that area, and 85% of
t hose parking spaces of the 14,000
spaces within a six-block walk are
avai |l abl e at six o'cl ock. W have
done the survey also during The
FIl oner Show and the car shows, and
there is adequate spaces to handl e
this arena.

Secondly, the technol ogy
exi sts today to di sperse those
parkers; the season ticket hol ders
and prepai d parkers to 8-10 parking
facilities from7th Street to Broad
Street. And you could give the

option for the parking facilities
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that are closest to the hones of
where the people are com ng.

So the traffic, actually,
Wi Il be easier to handle in Center
City than it is at the sports
conpl ex now. The last thing about
parking is that you never want to
oversell these 8-10 parking
facilities. So those facilities can
still handle the hotel business, the
readi ng term nal market business,
what ever busi nesses that they are
currently serving. This will be a
wonder ful opportunity for the
busi nesses i n Phil adel phi a.

Bill Rouse told ny father
when he was buil ding the Ki mmel
Center. M father asked him--
okay, sorry. M father asked him
“"Why are you only building a hundred
spaces underneath the Kinmmel Center?
You coul d build 500 spaces and
handl e nost of the activity." Bill

Rouse said, "You want to di sperse
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the people so they wal k by Steak 48,
the restaurants and the shops that
we have here." That is what a city
does, and that's how it benefits
fromthese arenas.

So to conclude, this city
needs this arena, we deserve to have
the best arena in the world, in the
Center City, and as another anenity
to attract the businesses and help
to keep all these businesses that we
have here.

|f, God forbid, we |ose
this opportunity, and a busi ness
that exists in Philadel phia now
wants to invest a billion-and-a-half
dol l ars and expand into the city,
and we | ose that opportunity, what
does that say to the rest of the
busi ness comunity in the country
about the business environnment in
Phi | adel phi a? Pl ease nake a good
deal that does enough to help the

nei ghbor hood, conmunities, but also
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propels our city forward. Thank
you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Next .

PUBLI C SPEAKER MERLI NI
Good afternoon, nenbers of the City
Council. M nane is Mark Merlini.
' mthe managi ng partner of
Brickstone Realty, a real estate
devel opnent conpany in the city.
Over the past 38 years, we have
conpl eted over 4.3 mllion square
feet of office retail and nulti-
fam |y devel opnent in Market East.

Al t hough we are
devel opers, we are preservationists
at heart, as denonstrated by our
resurrection of the Lits building in
"87 into an office and retail
conpl ex.

We converted Gty Hal
Annex into a 500 room Marriott
courtyard, and we restored the

Wananaker building, whichis 1.9
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mllion square feet into office
retail and three |levels of parking
bel ow gr ade.

Lits and Gty Hall Annex
had been vacant for many years prior
to our restorations. W won two
Nati onal Trust honor awards
conferred by the National Trust for
Hi storic Preservation for the Lits
Bui | di ng and Wanameker bui |l di ng.

Qur recent preservation
awar d-w nni ng projects include the
Steele Building at 11th and Ludl ow,
Bonmbs Buil ding at 106 South 11lth
Street, and the Hal e Buil ding at
Juni per and Chester Streets,
totaling alnost 3.3 mllion square
feet of historic preservation in
Mar ket East.

We are real estate
devel opers, we're preservationists,
and yes, we're our citizens who are
deeply concerned about Market East.

We opened the Lits building in My
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of '87. |'ve wal ked Market Street
East everyday since then.

| have wat ched the dem se
of Market Street with the closure of
Strawbri dges, the C over Store,
Strawbri dge's Corporate
headquarters, JCPenney, and The
Gallery replaced with the failed
Fashion District.

We | ost three major
retailers recently: Ross Dress For
Less, Target, and Pet Smart at --
those stores were in the Chester
Street, Carter R ver and Collins
Project. Five Below s corporate
headquarters with over 500 enpl oyees
have been trying to get their
enpl oyees back into the office.

The bi ggest pushback is
safety. They're working with the
Phi | adel phi a Police Departnent to
hire off duty officers to be present
at the corner of 8th and Market from

3:30 to 6:30 in the evening.
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West chester University
Center Gty canpus is located in the
Lits building. They have security
officers to escort students after
their evening classes to parking
| ocations and transit stops. Pre
pandem c, our retail was 96%
occupied. It's currently 26%

After 6:00 p.m, Market Street East
IS enpty except for panhandl ers and
honel ess. \Wen our tenants | eave
their offices on enpty streets, they
do not feel safe and will not cone
to work.

Wananmaker's offices are
over 55% vacant. Wen those office
| eases expire, Market East will not
be on their radar screens unless
sonet hing dramatically changes. The
City of Phil adel phia nay not be on
their radar screens as well.

Qur adj acent
nei ghbor hoods shoul d be nore

concerned about getting people to
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Mar ket East rather than keeping them
from Market East. |If we don't get
people to Market East, it'll be far
nore detrinmental to those
nei ghbor hoods. People in the street
provide a veil of safety.

After working for nearly
four decades to inprove Market
East, | can attest that this -- that
we need this arena. Most
i nportantly, we need the peopl e that
the events at the arena will bring
to Market Street. | renenber being
out with friends for dinner the
ni ght of the presidential debate
that took place at the Constitution
Center, when nmy wife and | returned
to 8th and Market around nine
o' clock, Market Street was filled
wi th people providing an incredibly
energi zing and safe feeling.

The arena is the -- only
the beginning. 1Its opening is six

years out, and there are many ot her
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i nprovenents fromCity Hall to
| ndependence Mall that nust take
pl ace on Market Street. W have an
arena to be the inpetus to get this
done. Please vote "yes" to the
arena. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: State your name and begin,

pl ease.

PUBLI C SPEAKER KI LLI NGER:

Sure. (Good afternoon. M nane is
Daniel Killinger. [|'mthe President
of National Real Estate Devel opnent.
We are an i ndependent operating
subsi diary of the Nationa
El ectrical Benefits Fund, a pension
fund plan that provides retirenent
benefits to the International
Br ot her hood of Electrical Wrkers
and the National Electrical
Contractors Associ ati on.

We are the devel opers of
East Market, a nearly 2 mllion

square foot devel opnent catty corner
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_ Page 161
fromthe proposed site of the new

arena between 11th and 12th Market
and Chestnut Streets, in the east --
al ong East Market corridor. Sure.

Si nce | aunchi ng East
Market in 2014, our vision was to
create a project big enough to be a
catal yst for future grow h al ong
Market Street. W envisioned it to
be a bridge connecting the Liberty
Bell, the -- the first piece as a
bridge to connect the Liberty Bel
to Gty Hall, the Convention Center
to Jefferson, and Mdtown Village to
Chi nat own.

Ten years later in over a
billion dollars invested, we've
realized our -- we've revitalized
this 4 acre site in -- along Market
Street with two residential towers,
about 100, 000 square feet of retail
a new hotel, and a 200, 000-square
foot office building. This was

capped off recently by the opening
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of our trenendous partnership with
Jefferson this year when we
delivered the Jefferson's Health
Honi ckman Center on 11th and
Chestnut Street.

This 10-year over billion
dol l ar investnent was in our m nds
the first step. The first piece
t hat woul d hopefully catal yze Market
Street East of Gty Hall. ©Market
Street East of Gty Hall deserves to
be a world class boulevard. This
city has been envisioned al ong
Mar ket -- has been organi zed around
Market Street and Broad Street since
its inception. It has the potentia
to link all of the neighborhoods
surrounding it.

As | nentioned, which was
the original vision of East Market,
there is an opportunity to -- with
our investnent, wth Parkway's
i nvestnent, with Brickstone's

investnent, with Jefferson's
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I nvestnent, to really be the
catalyst and really string together
a series of devel opnents al ong

Mar ket Street to bring it to its
potential glory.

| f designed carefully and
t houghtfully, which I know t he
Si xers have in their vision of a
truly state-of-the-art arena, 76
Pl ace can not only hel p connect
nei ghbor hoods, but it can also be a
potenti al beacon for public
transportation, a true center for
Jefferson Station, which now you
need to access off of Filbert Street
or off of 11th or 10th or 11th
Street, a really opportunity to
cel ebrate public transportation in
Center Gty.

It can create a
tremendous anount of jobs, that has
been communi cated to this panel over
t he past few weeks and contribute to

the vibrancy, safety, and security
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of Market Street. W are excited to
see Market Street vision fulfilled
and support the future growh of the
arena. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you. Ed?

MR. GROSE: (Good
afternoon. | want to start off by
t hanking the conmittee of the whole
for the opportunity to testify
today. Wen | wote ny testinony,
|'ve been follow ng the hearings
very closely in the news. | tried
to keep this brief and specific to
the hotel industry.

My nane is Ed G ose. |
am the executive director of the
G eat er Phil adel phi a Hot el
Associ ation. GPHA serves the
i nterest of over 100 hotels,
including all Center Gty
properties, and we al so represent
160 al lied nenbers who are conpani es

who do business with hotels
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t hroughout the Del aware Vall ey.

Qur nmenbers enpl oy 14, 000
resi dents, and we have over 38, 000
guest roonms. Hotels generate over
$143.4 million annually in tax
revenue for the Conmonweal th and
city through real estate, wage,
| i quor, use, and occupancy and
anusenent taxes. Phil adel phia's
portion of these taxes anmounts to
$78.1 million a year.

| am here today to
support the 76ers Arena Project. W
are fortunate to have a private
i nvestor who is willing to put up
$1.3 billion into an area of Center
Cty that need new devel opnent.
Many hotels that are | ocated around
where we sit today will oftentines
recommend a guest who want to visit
our historic assets, such as the
Li berty Bell, |ndependence Hall to
either use Uber or a taxi cab driver

to spare them of the unsavory area
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that currently surrounds Market
East .

| think we're off to a
great start with the recent
devel opnents that have taken place a
few bl ocks from here next to the
Loews Hotel, the Canopy -- the
Canopy by Hilton. W're off to a
very good start. Now, we need to
finish the job. | have -- | have
seen 8th and Market sit enpty for 30
years when Di sney Quest pulled out.
When that happened in, | think 1994,
we all assuned that area would be
devel oped.

Today, it's -- it's a
surface lot. W deserve better. W
deserve better as a city for our
residents, for our visitors, and for
the overall, general feel of Center
Cty.

So with that, it also --
| think the way we see this arena,

which is within wal king di stance of
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the majority of our 14,500 hotel
roons in Center City, it's another
entertai nnment option for our guests.
It's a also -- it could also be an
option for a | arge event, such as
when we hosted the DNC in 2016.
They could use that arena and it
woul d be closer to the hotel roons
that would surround the area. So
for those reasons, we, as an
associ ation, support the arena.

MR, LEVY: Good
afternoon. M nane is Paul Levy.
['"'m Chair of the Board of the Center
Cty District. Council President,
menbers of Council, thank you very
much for this opportunity to conment
on the proposed 76ers arena.

| want to start at the
outset to say that the Center Gty
District has no statutory authority
to be in favor or opposed to any
devel opnment that may be proposed

w thin the boundaries of the CCD,
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nor do we have approval rights over
any real estate projects wthin the
CCD. That is the responsibility of
this Gty Council and this mayor.

Further, the CCD is the
busi ness i nprovenent district that
provi des services to all properties
wi thin the boundaries of our
district, and is not a registered
communi ty organi zation authorized to
comment in favor or agai nst proposed
devel opnents. But | am often asked
to coment on how a proposed
project, if approved, could inpact
t he busi ness and pedestri an
vitality, the safety and the
assessed val ue of the bal ance of the
CCD, and how the city and the
devel oper m ght enhance its
strengths and reduce any inverse --
adverse inpacts on the surroundi ng
ar ea.

Let nme start by saying,

as others have, that Market Street
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East from6th to Gty Hall, ought to
be the prinme hospitality corridor in
the city linking I ndependence Mll,

t he Convention Center, Convention
hotels to City Hall, the Parkway,
and the Avenue of the Arts. And we
need to be working now to get this
street ready for 2026. But having

|l ed the CCD for nore than 30 years,
and havi ng worked wi th many

devel opers and five mayor al

adm ni strations on a range of
projects, |I am deeply disappointed
and concerned about the current
state of Market East.

Let me |list some
liabilities and significant gaps in
the fabric of the pedestrian
experi ence. Echoing sonething Ed
just said, the south side of the 800
bl ock of Market Street has been a
surface parking I ot since G nbels
was denolished to nove into The

Gallery in 1977.
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The Heirl oom Market at
801 Market Street just announced its
closing for lack of custoners at the
sanme tinme as 18 new super markets
have opened el sewhere in Center City
since 2000, bringing our total
nunber to 25. The rest of Center
City is thriving, a market cannot
make it on Market East. Mich of the
retail on the south side of, in
fact, all of the retail on the south
side of the 9th and 10th bl ock of
Mar ket East is currently boarded up.

The Marriott Hotel does
not want to open their doors on
Mar ket Street for safety and public
behavi or reasons. The nort hwest
corner of 13th and Market has been a
surface parking | ot since 1982. The
Wanamaker Building right next to us
here has been taken back by its
| ender and the fate of the Macy's
departnent store is very uncertain.

Such is the state of our prine
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hospitality corridor.

Qur successful avenues in
Center City are not single use
streets, but ones that m x offices,
hotel s, apartnents with cultural and
entertai nnent venues. Adding a
sports venue on this street with
18, 500 seats that can al so
acconmpdat e concerts, conventi ons,
and religious gatherings at |east
150 evenings a year can have the
sanme positive inpact as The Fl ower
Show, auto show and boat show t hat
draws as many as 25,000 people to
the sane area, causing them as Rob
said, to wal k past other retai
restaurants and occupy hotel roons.

Qovi ously, traffic
congestion is a real issue that
needs to be addressed through
effective parking managenent, as Rob
I ndi cated, and by strong pronotion
of SEPTA and PATCO. So too -- so,

too, there will be a need for
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addi ti onal cleaning and public
safety surfaces.

Even when there are no
ganes or concerts, it is ny
under st andi ng that the ground fl oor
of the arena will have retail and
food establishnments that will be
open to the public 365 days a year.

Resi dents and visitors
will cone to buy sports gear even
when there are no ganes, but also to
buy food and clothing just as they
do in other portions of the Fashion
District. Even nore through strong
graphi cs and si gnage, SEPTA shoul d
be and can be given a prom nent
si gner gateway at 10th and Market.
It is invisible now, and we need to
signify it there at 10th and Market
Street.

My under st andi ng as wel |
Is that the devel opers of this
proposed arena, a $1.3 billion

arena, also have site control and
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pl ans for building residential
towers across the street on the
vacant 10, 100 bl ock, one, where
there are now only one-story
structures.

It would be very hel pful
to do that sooner rather than what
was t he proposed tower, which would
not have been able to be built on
top of the arena until 2031. So we
have the opportunity for two
residential towers imediately
across the street with the sane
pattern and success that national
enjoyed. Wuld sonebody with ny
hair color want to live across the
street fromthe arena? Definitely
not. But for young singles, this
will be the place to be and |ive
with entertainnent.

Chi nat own needs to be
protected. W can learn from San
Franci sco that prevented specul ation

when their adjacent office district
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was booming in the 1980s. They

pl aced height limts over Chinatown
and introduced historic preservation
controls. And it is one and renains
the nost thriving Chinatown
nationally. Many other econom c
devel opnent prograns have been
proposed by others, and as | suggest
we need a strong par ki ng nanagenent .
I wll end here.

Finally, this project
shoul d not be | ooked at in isolation
or thought of as a one-off. A year
ago, CCD rel eased a plan for the
enhancenent of Market East, which
can be found on our website. W
strongly recommend that if you
decide to approve this project, the
city should devel op a nmaster plan
for inprovenents for the entire
hospitality card or from
| ndependence Hall to Gty Hall, so
new addi ti onal devel opnent can fil

in the remaini ng gaps.
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Coul d there be nany
positive benefits if a new Sixers
Arena were to be built in South
Phi | adel phi a? Absolutely. But that
is ny -- not ny decision to nmake.
| only want to offer thoughts on
what el se coul d happen and shoul d
happen if you decide to place it on
Mar ket East in CCD. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you. The Chair --
the Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Ni na Ahnad.

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD:
Thank you Council President. | have
a question for the panel, but
particularly for the person fromthe
Pensi on Fund. As you've heard, |
don't know, and | heard you're al
follow ng the testinony carefully.
You heard about the SEPTA issue,
that there is really -- SEPTA
doesn't have the ability to do

anyt hi ng about all this additional
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work that will be needed in order
for this to be a successful project.

Particul arly, because
traffic is one of the biggest
concerns of everybody who lives in
and or around this proposed project.
So | just wonder if people, you
know, organi zation and entities who
have resources are willing to
participate in | ooking at howto
make these -- how to make SEPTA
viable in terns of doing this
proj ect. Because renenber, this
whol e project hinges on 40% of the
peopl e comng to the arena, taking
the train -- taking public
transport. And if you don't have
it, don't have the ability to give
it, then it doesn't work.

So I just wondered if
there's, you know, private equity
here that could be participants in
this or how we are going to el evate

-- alleviate this i ssue around SEPTA
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because without that, | don't see

how this is happening. Thank you.

PUBLI C SPEAKER KIl LLI NGER:

So | would agree that SEPTA is key
to the successful -- the success of
SEPTA is key to this proposal, and
it's a rare opportunity to really
push this city onto the public
transportation system \Wether or
not our pension fund that is a

deci sion that is made many, nany

| ayers beyond ny capability and

aut hority.

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD:  So
| realize that, that's why | am
putting it out in the public conment
to say that everybody needs to take
a piece of this, because they're al
going to benefit fromthis, right?
So those who are going to be, you
know, getting the upside of this is
who |I'm asking, what their role is
going to be?

The city -- one of the
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reasons why the city is so insistent
on this, fromthe Mayor's
perspective, we have a fiscal cliff
com ng. W need to have revenue.
We understand that we don't have
alternatives that are properly
organi zed or anything that resenbles
this offer. So if everybody's going
to make so nmuch on the plus side,
what is their skinin the gane is
what |'mreally asking. How can we
change that?

| nean, the city has
nothing nore to give, right? So,
|'ve al so asked for nore docunents
to actually see that the city does
not -- is not left holding the bag
in certain situations. But | want
to know everybody who's going to
benefit fromthis, because that's
what |'m hearing. Wat is your skin
in the game fromall of you, not
just you, everybody who has told us

this is areally great thing and we

Page 178

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
11/ 20/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

can't really proceed unl ess these
saf eguards are in place.

So this is a -- 1'"mnot
asking you to answer that question
now, |I'mjust putting this out there
that having skin in the gane is
really inportant and I would | ove to
see where all -- where that -- what
that | ooks like in order for things

to proceed.

PUBLI C SPEAKER KI LLI NGER:

Yeah. | nean, | would just argue
that we have a billion dollars
I nvested, which would be our, you
know, current skin in the gane.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch. The
Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Phillips.
COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
It gets -- | just want to say thank
you so nmuch for com ng out today.
Your reflections have been hel pful

in this discussion, particularly,
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M. Zuritsky, thank you so nuch for
-- because a | ot of people have been
real ly concerned about parking and
the idea of wal king across Steak 48,
that actually is good for -- for
busi ness and so forth, which is not
too far fromthe arena, so | thought
t hat was great.

But | did have a quick
question, for Paul. Paul, you' ve
been doing this for a long tine.

You have been trying to build Market
East in a sustainable way for a |ong
time. Can you just take

Phi | adel phia through the history of
devel opnment projects that have been
proposed for the Fashion D strict

t hat have -- were al nobst successful,
were successful, just ideas that
just never cane into fruition and
were on a, you know, were on the
verge of potentially having an idea
cone finally, comng to fruition.

But what have you seen
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over the years, has been proposed in
that area and why -- and why -- why
t hey haven't been successful ? Wy
didn't they go through?

MR. LEVY: You know, the
original 1970s vision for Market
East was al nost a 100%retail
district. So we built The Gallery;
first, Gallery 1 and then built
Gallery 2. There were only a
handf ul of office buildings on the
street and al nost all one-story
retail .

| think we nade a very
I nportant strategic decision in the
80s when we built the Convention
Center, because that suddenly nade
It possible for the Loews to becone
-- or actually what was PSFS, to
becone the Loews Hotel, for the new
Marriott to be built. So we began
to diversify the street.

There was an attenpt, as

sone people may renenber, to put a
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casino at 8th and Market Street.
That went no place. Prior to that,
there was a plan to put D sney
Quest. That went no place, as well.
So those are two failed

devel opnent s.

VWhat | think is really
i nportant about the project that Dan
Kel I'i nger described, is for the
first tinme sonmeone brought not only
residential and two really high
quality residential towers, but
ground floor retail and now m xed
with a nedical, they're noving the
pattern where we need to be noving
towards m xed use.

W can't rely on just
office buildings in the office
district, we need to mx in hotel
and residential. W can have the
former vision of retail only like it
was sone suburban shopping center.
So what | think has been positive on

Mar ket East is the mx of retail and
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hotel and residential, but there are
still a lot of real estate there.
And so | see the arena as
bringing, you know, not just
basket bal |, but conventions can be
in that space, concerts can be in
t hat space, but then they have
al ready proposed to do two
residential towers as across the
street. The nore we do a live,
wor k, play downtown, the nore
successful we will be. The sinple
answer is single use office
districts -- single use retail
districts are a fornula for failure.
W need to diversify. Mre m xed
use is the key to the future.
COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Paul. Just --
and just a quick question for Rob.
Rob, if you -- if you don't m nd,
can you tal k about your corporation
and its plans to build nore parking

in Center City as a result of this?
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Do you have any plans for that?

PUBLI C SPEAKER ZURI TSKY:

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
Not yet. Ckay.

PUBLI C SPEAKER ZURI TSKY:

Can you hear ne?

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:

Ckay.

PUBLI C SPEAKER ZURI TSKY:
No. | don't think any nore parking
Is -- in that nei ghborhood there is

adequate parking. There is an --
COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:

Thank you.

PUBLI C SPEAKER ZURI TSKY:

- - abundance of parking. Qur

devel opnents -- you know, we had a
coupl e devel opnents. One in

Chi nat owmn was goi ng to be
residential with sone retail and a
little bit of parking. That's
really what | think it's going to be

is residential. That's what we were
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focused on, is all residential In
t hat nei ghbor hood.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:

Thank you. Thank you.
Thank you everyone on the panel.
Thank you. Thank you, Counci l
Pr esi dent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch. The
chair recogni zed Counci |l nenber Jim
Harrity.

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY:
Thank you, Council President. Let's
try this again. | got two
guestions. One for Ed G ose and one
for M. Zuritsky. Ed, can you tel
us how nuch business the 76ers arena
Wi ll stir up in the hotel industry
i n Phil adel phia and how nuch tax
revenue those hotels will --

MR. GROSE: | don't know
an accurate answer to that. [|'m
| ooking, that's why | geared ny

testinony towards what it will do
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for the city. | do know that for
every $100 dollars spent on a hotel
room there's about 17%of that. So
$17 out of every $100 dollars in
roomrate conmes back to the city in
sonme way. That's not even -- and
that's not even in considering the
noney spent once the person | eaves
the hotel room

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY:
That's great.

MR CGROSE: And it's also
goi ng back to, | could easily see
anot her political convention
occupying the space. | could see --
| did not think of religious groups,
but there's all kinds of other uses
that could be used that | have no
way of know ng what that'll anount
toin the future.

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY:

kay. And M. Zuritsky,
what type of inpact will this

proj ect have on parking industry,
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particularly in the area of

Chi nat owmn and the surroundi ng areas?
And how nmuch revenue do you estinate
will conme fromthis for parking

i ndustry?

PUBLI C SPEAKER ZURI TSKY:

That's an interesting question. |
-- the anmpbunt of -- this one?
COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY:

Speak into the mc.

PUBLI C SPEAKER ZURI TSKY:

Oh, hello. | don't think that
works. Hello? I'mpretty |oud.
|"mpretty |loud though. GCkay. Try

It again.

PUBLI C SPEAKER ZURI TSKY:

| don't think there's going to be --
there's already -- they're already
parking -- there's already parking
busi ness that's out in -- and this
Is going to be a smaller arena. So
there's about 5,000 fewer, | think
seats. So | agree with the --with

their estimates that public
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2 this dramatically.

3 | feel it's so easy to
4 get in and out. And | think their

5 estimates of 3000 to 3,500 cars

6 comng to -- | think that nakes

7 sense too. So it's not going to

8 change the -- it's going to maybe

9 reduce the demand because there's

10 fewer seats.

11 COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY:
12 Ri ght .
13 PUBLI C SPEAKER ZURI TSKY:
14 Il would -- | would say Paul, when
15 t he convention center first opened
16 and the car show was real ly cooking,
17 we woul d do 60, 000 people on a
18 Saturday. Now, that was spread out
19 over a, you know, 10-hour peri od.
20 But this area of town has
21 a dramatic anmount of parking and
22 nost of it is available, especially
23 in the eveni ngs when nost of the,
24  you know, when nost of the events
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are. So | think this is a very easy
thing to nmanage and the technol ogy
will enable us to disperse this.
And | think this will be very good
for the surroundi ng busi nesses hy
doing it.

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY:

Yeah. So, | nean, it's
no secret that the parking | ot
peopl e have been taking sone hits
over the | ast couple years. Do you
think this wll help themout a
little bit? The added peopl e com ng

in there?

PUBLI C SPEAKER ZURI TSKY:

Absol utely. Havi ng anot her
generator, the Convention Center is
a trenmendous draw for the parking

I ndustry, and we've, you know,
handl ed that successfully for 25
years, as long as the Convention
Center's been open. This is nuch
smal l er than the Convention Center

and this is very manageable. It
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wi Il be good for -- yes, the parking
I ndustry absolutely benefits from
t his.

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY:
Thank you. | -- no nore questions.
Thank you, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you. The chair
acknow edges counci | mrenber Rue
Landau.

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU

Thank you, Counci
President. M question is for Dan
and Paul, if possible. Dan, | think
|'"ve met you before and told you
that | |ove the devel opnent that you
did on 11th and 12t h what ever t hat
street was, at alley. | spent a |ot
of ny professional career going to
muni ci pal court down there, and it
was not a pretty site.

So I love what you did.
| love the hotel. | think it's been

transformative for the area, but ny
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guestion to you too, it is
beautiful, it is vibrant, it is
full, there are people, why has it
not triggered nore change and nore
devel opnment bot h on Chestnut Street,
just south of it, and al so
potentially on Market Street?

|'ve spent a lot of tinme
on Market Street as well. [|'ve --
personally, |I'm not happy that
Macy's doesn't open their front
door. 1'd love to go through their
front door. 1'd |ove for any of
t hose busi nesses or sonebody else to
have been taking a chance on sone of
t hose busi nesses on Market Street.
And | think it does take a coupl e of
cour ageous people and or a
devel opnent |ike yours to be an
anchor. [|'mcurious as to why you

think that didn't spur nore?

PUBLI C SPEAKER KI LLI NGER:

Yeah, | think it's a good question.

I think you would have to look at it

Page 191

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
11/ 20/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

_ _ Page 192
through the different uses in our --

we have residential, we have hotel,
we have office. | do think that the
residential on Market Street,
al t hough our front doors aren't on
Mar ket Street, they're on Ludl ow
Street, which is the alley behind,
has been a bit of a catalyst for
nore residential, primarily between
our project and sort of 13th and
Sansom There's three or four new
residential buildings along 12th
Street and al ong Wal nut Street in
that area. So | would -- do think
that has inspired residential.

| think that the retail's
a challenge. W did have sone
monentum prior to the pandem c, and
when the Fashion D strict opened, it
was starting to build. But since
t he pandem c we' ve cl osed, we've
| ost Wawa, we've lost District Taco.

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU: |

know.
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PUBLI C SPEAKER KI LLI NGER:

We've lost. So like, it's a
struggle. And now we're trying to
fill our remaining spaces, and
that's the one piece that's been
slow for us. The hotel has
stabilized and been sonmewhat
successful but it could certainly
use another a sort of shot in the
armfromlike three or four
different investnents al ong Market
Street for sure.

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU
Thank you.

PUBLI C SPEAKER LEVY:
Dan, when did you conplete the

second tower?

PUBLI C SPEAKER KI LLI NGER:

2018 and '19 were the first two
residential buildings. And about --
MR. LEVY: R ght. And

they conplete the second --

PUBLI C SPEAKER KI LLI NGER:

-- 95% full
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MR LEVY: Right. So, to
partially answer your question,
counci | woman, the success of those
two towers before PREIT | ost contro
of the Fashion District, they bought
the properties across the street,
which are third of the East. They
were planning to do two residenti al
towers there. That nonmentum was
happeni ng, and then we all know what
happened with the pandemc. It was
a huge set back.

We have rebounded from
that in terns of job growh and the
pl ans that the Sixers have announced
for residential towers on the south
side --

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU
Yes.

MR, LEVY: ~-- are sinply
pi cki ng up on what PREIT was goi ng
to do when they owned them So |
thi nk that nmonmentum was buil di ng, |

think certainly Mark can speak to
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the nunber of properties they were
trying to acquire on Chestnut
Street. It was beginning to ripple
out. We had this huge disruption
that we're recovering from and |
think this can get that process
goi ng agai n.

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU
That's hel pful. So you're saying
that there was a plan to start
reaching down to Chestnut Street,
but the pandem c was the barrier to
getting that done?

MR LEVY: Well, let ne
-- let me just give Dan and his team
enornous credit for what they did,
because so nmuch of the criticismof
t he Fashion District and ot her
projects is that they created a wal
and a corridor. And what Nationa
did is create a set of wal kways
t hrough to connect Market Street to
Chestnut Street. And that pronpted,

Bri ckstone acquired nore properties
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on that street, and it was begi nni ng
to filter out.

| think there's a chance
still, depending on what the parking
authority does with 10th and Ludl ow,
that if those two towers go forward
on the bl ock, that PREIT had
control l ed, you could get that
connectivity. And ny read of the
Si xers plan is a continuous wal kway
from Market Street through to
Filbert and across all the way to
Arch creating within the building a
corridor. Overcomng the North
South barriers is as inportant and
obj ective as reestablishing the
East - West connection. That shoul d
be our broad devel opnent principles
for this street.

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:

Thank you. The chair
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recogni zes Counci |l nenber Jam e
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER

Thank you, Counci
President. Good afternoon to all of
you. Thank you for your testinony
and for your work in the city. M
question is for Paul. | was
intrigued to hear you tal k about the
vi sioning that you' ve done for
Mar ket East, and | was al so very
pl eased to hear you make a strong
statenent that we have to protect
Chinatown and to bring up sone best
practices from San Franci sco.

MR LEVY: Sure.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER

G ven that, | wanted to
ask, what do you think about the
wi sdom of the city's plan strategy
to do a master plan after the
approval of this or after the
desired approval of this project,

gi ven how |l arge the project is, and
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gi ven that the project does pose the
ri sk of displacenent as noted in the
city's own inpact study?

And then secondly, what,
since you did bring up that we need
to protect Chinatown, if you' ve had
an opportunity to | ook at the
community benefits agreenent, what's
your opinion on the CBA and its
effectiveness in mtigating sone of
the | ess desirable inpacts on the
surroundi ng nei ghbor hoods?

MR LEVY: So you've
asked ne a whole |lot of questions in
t here.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER
| can go over them again, if
necessary.

MR, LEVY: No, no, no.
That's fair. That's perfect.

Nunber one, obviously Chinatown is
an absol utely uni que destination
pl ace of resonance and pl ace of

business in this city that
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absol utely needs to be preserved and
enhanced.

And as you may know,
we' re working on a next phase of the
rail park and the stitch can expend.
That needs to be knitted back
together. So we need to create nore
room for Chinatown to grow. | nean,
there are lots of opportunities
along Vine Street for nore
devel opnent there, | think.

So one is, we need to get
out of this, either or thinking.
The city can be a place of nmany,
many successful nodes. And |
absolutely think we can do a lot to
preserve and enhance Chi natown. |
don't want to be presunptuous, but
we rel eased a plan a year ago for
Mar ket East, which is a
redevel opnent plan for the street
and we did it in advance of these
heari ngs.

Yes, the city needs to do
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sonething official, but |I urge you
to look at that. [|'ll give you a
copy of our testinony with a link to
our website because it urges this

t hi nki ng of conprehensive east,

west, north, south thinking, which
don't think anybody in the city wl|l
di sagree with.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER

Yeah.

MR LEVY: But | don't
think -- | don't think we're behind
the ball. | think we -- what -- we

shoul d be novi ng now and frankly, we
need to be doing stuff yesterday to
be ready for 2026. There's things
that need to happen right now.
COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER
Absolutely. | think ny
question is, if |I'munderstanding it
correctly, the adm nistration has
said that they, you know, have
i ncl uded sone funding in the -- in

the CBA or that the Sixers wll
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i nclude funding in the CBA to see a
master planning effort for Market
East and Chi nat own.

| agree with you that
there can -- we shoul d be thinking
of downtown conprehensively. There
can be many successful nodes in the
city. But given, you know, your
experience with planning and urban
design, | think I'masking you with
a project of this scale that does
pose di spl acenent ri sk.

Do you think it's wise to
say we're going to go forward with
the project before we go forward
wi th the pl anni ng?

MR, LEVY: As | said, |
think we've outlined a prelimnary
pl anni ng framework. | think the
basics are there. \What we really
need are the nechani sns. And by that
| nean what are the additional
sources of revenue to hel p cause

Mar ket East to continue to inprove.
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Counci | President, as you
and | were tal ki ng beforehand, what
are the nmechani sns for enhanci ng
Chi nat owmn? We need zoni ng, we need
fi nanci ng, nmechanism The vision is
the easy part, frankly. And | don't
nean to say we don't have need a | ot
of community engagenent. W need a
knit to city back together and fil
in these gaps. But | think we need
to be focusing on how do we do it?
What are the financing nmechani sns?
That's where I woul d focus.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER
Wul d you answer sone of those
guesti ons?

PUBLI C SPEAKER ZURI TSKY:
Coul d I answer?

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER
Sur e.

PUBLI C SPEAKER ZURI TSKY:
Pl ease? So, you know, we -- our
conpany has done devel opnent in

Chi nat owmn and partnered with
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Chi nat own Devel opnent Corporation to
redevelop 9th and Vine to Race, that
block. And like, as | -- as |
nmentioned in our testinony, we have
a lot of inventory to do affordable
housi ng for Chi nat own.

And -- so | don't -- the
fact that there's seven years until
this is going to actually going to
be opened, | think there is tine
over the next year or two to work on
t hi ngs that Chinatown needs and neke
progress and build sone things that
they -- that they really want. |
think nowis -- | don't -- | don't
think it's too late to start the
pl anni ng process and wor ki ng on
t hese projects.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER

Thank you. And then ny
second question, since Paul brought
up San Francisco and the need to
protect Chinatown, | did want to

hear your opinion if you | ooked at
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it on the CBA and do you think that
it will be an effective tool towards
that end based on what you've seen?

PUBLI C SPEAKER KI LLI NGER:
| think that was you.

MR LEVY: Look, | am not
here to coment on busi ness
rel ati onshi ps between the city and
Chi nat owmn on the CBA. (kay?

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER
I don't think I'masking you to talk
about the relationship --

MR, LEVY: | thought you
asked ne to comrent. Maybe
m sunder st ood your questi on.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER
Oh, | don't think -- |I'mnot asking
for your opinion between -- on the
relationship between the city and
the Sixers. 1'masking if you' ve
| ooked at the CBA and if you think
that it could be an effective tool
towards anti -di spl acenent.

MR LEVY: No. But to
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nme, the bigger tool, in ny judgnent,

["'mnot in any way -- | have not
read the CBA. | want to be clear on
that. But what | |learned in |ooking

at San Francisco is zoning is the
nost powerful tool we have.

If the fear is that by
bui | di ng an arena on Market East,
that it will create all this
specul ative buying in Chinatown and
destruction and di splacenent, if you
sinply historically certify those
properties and put current hei ght
controls, you conpletely renove the
i ncentive for any specul ative
buyi ng. That's what protected
Chi natown in San Francisco. There
are many other tools necessary.

| just want to urge the
| ook at what the zoning powers of
this city are, which | think is the
nost powerful tool to protect
Chinatown as it is today. And as

Rob said, the number of surface
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parking lots that could becone
housi ng that have been sitting
vacant for a long tinme along Vine
Street, there are huge opportunities
for Chinatown to grow.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER

Thank you. Thank you,
Counci |l President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
J CHNSON:

Thank you very nuch.
This is a point of information.
Counci |l man Squilla, the author of
the legislation, I think you
I ntroduced several different bills
regarding to the preservation of
Chi nat own regardi ng zoning. Can you
just clarify for the record?

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. President. Yes. And
| want to thank Paul al so because |
did reach out to Paul when we were
| ooki ng at sone of our |egislation

for our Chinatown cul tural overl ay.
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And we | ooked at sone of the things
t hat Paul had nentioned in San
Franci sco and sone ot her ideas

t hroughout the country of protecting
cul tural hub in those comuniti es.

So the overlay that we
have created, as we said earlier in
one of the testinobnies, was to an
i ncl usionary zoning, a height limt
of 65 feet. And a mass and bul ki ng
ordi nance for controlling of small
busi nesses, no nore than 3, 000
square feet, that would require a
vari ance.

And the third was the
ability tolimt sone of the uses as
sonme of the adult uses nightcl ubs,
so forth and so on. So people don't
cone and specul ate and put those
type of businesses in a cultural
Chi natown that would normally not
have it. The Chi natown does have
restaurants and bars in there

al ready.
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But the | ast thing was
that we are still working on that
| egislation is franchi ses where the
city is looking at the ability to
limt if you have five or nore
franchises that would also trigger a
variance. That is sonething, too,
that we are also |ooking at to
sustain the cultural makeup of
Chi nat owmn where you can't have -- |
don't want to nanme a franchise
because if | do it, they'll say,
why' d you pick them out?

But sone franchi ses that,
you know, that cones in here and
they have at |least five, that woul d
automatically trigger variance,
woul d send themto the RCO and to
t he zoni ng board and through Counci l
for support.

So sone of those things
t hat we have been talking to and
wor ki ng with Chi natown to cone up

with are in our cultural overlay.
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Al so, mentioned is the TIF that
we're still working on, which would
-- if there is an increase in val ue

I n assessnents, if the val ues of
properties are going to be increased
because of this devel opnent, and now
the properties of value is going to
be nore, the businesses are -- nore
busi nesses want to cone in and take
over for small businesses.

The TIF would then be
able to capture that increase, but
then be able to use it in that
comunity to offset the increase
assessed val ues of those properties.

So that is sonething el se
that we are still working on with
the | aw departnment and the Cty of
Phi | adel phi a and t he Chi nat own
communi ty who seens very nuch
supportive of sonething |ike that.

And so they were sone of
the things that we put in as far as

zoning is concerned so far in
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_ ) _ Page 210
| egislation. And | believe too,

this overlay, and the reason why
it's not part of these conversations
here is because | believe that
Chi nat owmn needs to be protected
anyway, and that will be on its own
track, in case this doesn't nove
forward, that will still be put in
pl ace for future protections.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON

Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Jam e Gauthier for a
very brief follow up.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER

Very brief, | prom se.
just wanted to nmake it crystal clear
that ny questions were not a knock
on Council nmenber Squilla's efforts.
| have great admration for how nuch
wor k he's been putting in on this.
It was nore asking for an opinion on
the master -- sequencing of the

mast er pl anni ng and t he CBA
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON

Thank you very nuch,
Counci | mrenber Jam e Gaut hi er.
Counci | mrenber Jeffrey Young.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG:
Thank you, M. President. And good
afternoon everyone. Just a question
for anyone on the panel. For ne --
press a comment first, | think it's
clear that a m xed use option al ong
East Market is the best, you know,
option for our city.

It's been clear that |
have a keen interest in what happens
on Market Street in our comercia
corridors. |'ve held hearings on
it. It is sonething that's very
Inportant to nme to nake sure that
our city continues to grow. But
given that this particular proposal
could cause -- no, that could cause,
Il think it will cause displ acenent

and ot her things.
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) Page 212
Are there ot her viable

devel opnment opportunities at this
site that could produce new revenue
for the city wiwth nore everyday use
that puts nore eyes on the streets
to make our streets safer, to put
nore lighting on the streets, et
cetera?

Li ke has there been -- |
guess it's probably nore for Center
Cty Dstrict than anyone el se, but
has there been any ot her options
presented that would -- that would
still be able to, you know, that
woul d still be a new devel opnent
that would still be built union,
right, and still have the
opportunity, so, to provide a new
revenue for the city?

MR LEVY: Not an easy
question to answer, but | nean,
let's just think about the upper
floors of the Fashion District. W

all used to think that novie
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theaters was the guaranteed source
of driving business and having
peopl e conme in. How many people are
wat chi ng novies here and all sorts
of digital technology? The novie
theater industry is contracting.
That woul d' ve been an easy answer.
Let's have novie theaters upstairs.

W did that and go to
nost novie theaters today and are
not full unless it's sonething
gigantic. You go -- you go, okay,
well, my wife's a novie critic, she
drags ne. | have to go. But --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: So | blanme Netflix for
t hat .

MR, LEVY: l'msorry, |
m ssed t hat.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Netfli x.

MR LEVY: Onh, yeah. No.

And | ook, technol ogy has changed,

right? And it's like, how many of
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us buy the newspaper for news any
| onger? So we have tried many
things. Technology has really
evol ved. Sports is one of those
things |ike conventions that brings
peopl e in person together, right? |
think it's a very powerful use to
bri ng people together. W tried
gam ng on the street; that did not
succeed, right? W tried D sney.

We've had a | ot of
efforts on the street. But to ne
the m xture of residential, the
m xture of office, the mxture of
hotel s, sports is just one use.
It's not a panacea. |It's not the
solution to this street,
strengt heni ng Chi nat own
strengt heni ng hotels, strengthening
resi denti al .

W' re doing that
el sewhere in Center Gty, right?
W' re doing that very well. W're a

| eader in converting vacant office
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buil dings to residential and hotels.
So it's all of the above. There's
not one solution to what we need to
do today.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG:. And
thank you for that. And again,
given that you said this, it's not
one solution. And | think that for
us as a city, we've only been given
one solution to ook at. And I
think that is what nmy concern is.

| want to see what other
options are out there to produce,
you know, new revenue for the city.
Not, you know, this and I'mnot -- |
want to say this. How can | say
this? I'mnot anti-arena at this
site. | want to nmake sure that
what ever happens here, if it does
happen, is good for the city, right?
I[t's in the best interest of the
city.

And if there are other

alternatives that have | ess of an
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I npact, right, on comrunities but
still are able to produce new
revenue, produce new jobs, | think
that is what we should be taking a
| ook at, as well, al ongside whatever
el se proposal s have been there.

But | think just having
this put in front of us without a
plan for the entire East Market
area, | think we're putting -- what
is it? The cart before the horse.
| think that's what we're doing
here. Thank you, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.
There are no ot her questions and
coments from nenbers of the
commttee. | want to thank all of
you for taking tine and joining us
today and thank you for your
testinony. Thank you very nuch.

Let's keep rocking and
rolling. WIIl the clerk please cal

t he next panel, please?
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CH EF CLERK: Qur next
panel, could Mark Merlini. Dan
Killinger -- oh, no, I"msorry.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Melvin Hairston --

CH EF CLERK: Panel 3.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Munira Edens.

CH EF CLERK: Ckay.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Jereny Wlin and El
Storch. Please join us up at these,
pl ease. Just please state your nane
for the record and you can begin.

M5. EDENS: Hell o,
Counci| President Johnson, Mjority
Leader G I nore R chardson and the
rest of the City Council. M nane
is Munira Edens, and |'m an
organi zer with the Philly Bl ack
Worker Project. W are a worker
center that fights for marginalized
Bl ack workers. |'mnot only

representing the thousands of Bl ack
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workers here in the city, but also
as part of Black Philly for
Chi nat own.

| was born and raised
here in the city and have lived in
many parts, nostly North Philly and
| know that every job is not a good
job. Many tenp workers had their
| abor expl oited behind bars, then
cone honme where they're told to take
what ever ki nds of jobs they can get
and get funneled into low quality
tenporary jobs with no benefits and
no upward nmobility facing further
exploitation. And who benefits from
this exploitation? Walthy
corporations and billionaires |ike
t he ones behind the 76ers pl ace.

These billionaires have
had the city unaffordable and al so
create and nmaintain the | ow wage
econony that keeps Bl ack workers
poor. Supporters of the proposed 76

arena and Center Gty keep praising
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the potential enploynent
opportunities of the project. The
uni on has already told you all that
concessi on workers are | ess than
ent husi asti ¢ about new j obs when
they're still fighting for |iving
wages at their current ones.

And we have nenbers who
have been deni ed work at these sane
stadi uns because of their crimnal
backgrounds and are only allowed to
work there through a tenp agency.

We keep being presented
with these job nunbers |ike we
shoul d take what ever we can get
because a job is a job. But if we
are serious about issues of poverty
in our Black communities, then we
need to seriously interrogate the
quality of the jobs being proposed
to us.

Are these jobs enough to
take care of ny famly? Do | need

two or nore jobs to supplenent ny
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I ncone because this job isn't paying
enough? These are real questions

t hat our nenbers are constantly
westling wth.

And t he bi gger question
i's, based on a 76ers job creation
prom ses, wll there be job
proj ections even turn into job for
Phi | adel phi ans? They didn't in
Canden. They prom sed hundreds of
jobs to the residents of Canden and
only produced 11.

The reality is the
majority of Black workers in the
city are not entrepreneurs. And
while we want to see nore Bl ack
entrepreneurs to be able to sustain
their famlies through
entrepreneurial paths, we nust al so
deal with the truth that is in front
of us.

Only 5.4% of busi nesses
i n Phil adel phia are Bl ack owned.

This nmeans the majority of Bl ack
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workers in this city are enpl oyees,
and many of them are non-union and
not receiving sustainable wages and
are often -- and often do not
receive benefits at all. There
shoul d be many paths to prosperity
for all black workers who are not
entrepreneurs, but work just as
hard. This deal does not do that.

We heard counci | nenber
G I nore Richardson ask about the
weal t h generation and the ownership
stake that Bl ack entrepreneurs wl|
have in this project. The answer
was zero. So if the goal is wealth
creation for black communities and
the generations to cone, it is
uncl ear how this project supports us
as a city and closing the raci al
weal t h gap.

And this is in acity
where the Black nedian wealth is
$9, 000 conpared to the $160, 000 for

whi te Phil adel phians. Yet here we
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are entertaining solutions that
create no real pathway to wealth for
our people. Billionaires Iike Josh
Harris, David Adel man, and David
Blitzer are not actually willing to

share the pie. And the question is,

wi Il Council vote "no" on this
arena? Because this strategy has
not worked before and this isn't
wor ki ng now.

Peopl e keep sayi ng they
cannot afford their basic needs and
the -- and in the mdst of what
they're tal ki ng about to nake the
rich richer and keep the poor

poorer. This city needs nore Bl ack

community -- nore and bl ack
comuni ties deserve nore. | amso
sick of watching billionaires get

what ever they want fromthis city
while we -- while we are getting
t hrown crunbs.

What does a tax agreenent

with billionaires nean to a city
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where our mninumwage is still at
$7.25? W -- thank you. We know
what our communities need and we've
told you as Council this year after
year, we need fully funded worker
protections. W need fully funded
schools for our children. W need
fully funded public transportation.
The mgjority of our nenbers use
SEPTA to get back and forth, and
it's trifling. W love our Sixers
teans, but we know that we need to
Invest in our comunities. Thank
you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

PUBLI C SPEAKER HAI RSTON:

| have to go after that. Good

aft ernoon, council nenber Johnson,

ot her menbers of Council. M nane
is Melvin Hairston fromthe UC sl ash
Peopl es Townhones and |' m an
advocacy on housi ng.

What |'mhere to talk
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about is basically one of the

bi ggest ongoing crisis in our city
Is affordable housing. And with --
and with the crisis inplenented, we
have to have a base structure where
housing is protected. Nowhere in
this agreenent or this proposal is
housi ng protected by any stretch to
any of our imaginations here.

We -- excuse nme, there is
-- the townhones was in a place of
vast resources, one of the -- one of
the last and formal structures of a
-- of a conmmunity that spent four
decades with children,
grandchi | dren, nothers,
grandnot hers, single wonen and
children that were split apart from
their communities.

And | being one of those
people that grew up 30 years in that
communi ty, had seen the struggl es of
what's being noved out. And | --

and M. Killinger sat here and
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tal ked about the work that he's
done. But one of the words that
wasn't nentioned, that he was one --
that his conpany was one of the
first totry to purchase the
Townhomes where our | and stood on,
where our hones stood, where our
babi es rested their heads.

And t he upsetting thing
Is, is that now that that |and has
been sold and all the housing there
has been reduced to concrete and
trees and asphalt, that only 20% of
the land was gi ven back to the
peopl e, the -- were given back to
the city to help the people rebuild,
which it went from 70 housing
structures to possibly a tower of
apartnents. That neans the
community i s being downsized.

Qur community is being
downsi zed fromliving in houses al
their lives to being downsized to

apartnments, which is squaring in the
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lives -- squaring in the way people
are living. And it needs to be

poi nted out that our structure on a
protected, affordable housing is
non-exi stent. That needs to change.
It needs to be sonmething in place.
It needs to be a legislation in

pl ace where our hones could be

pr ot ect ed.

Because let's ook at it.

The community thrives through its
people. The city thrives through
its people. And if people are on
the streets, which is the nunbers
and the thousands in the city, if
people are on the streets, howis 76
Place really going to help the
community thrive when the community
Is struggling to find places to live
and | ow wages?

So how is that going to
all ocate to paying to get a ticket
to see the Sixers? Howis that --

how i s any of that going to allocate
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itself to help the people where we
-- this is supposed to be a business
that -- to hel ping these people.

You know, Council, you all nenbers
are hel ping the people of the city.
Where does this hel p? Were does
this hel p people find housing?

Where does this help people try to
find better jobs?

They -- this doesn't --
this doesn't coexists and | nean,
this is this basic know edge ri ght
here that none of this coexist with
hel pi ng the people of this city. |
nmean, a two -- a two to three hour
sports gane, how does that help the
community of people that are
struggling and peopl e being
di spl aced?

And I'mfitting to see
change, and the people that are
sitting here are fitting to see
change. And we had to start with

one of the biggest ongoing crisis in
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the city to settle up. If we could
tal k about building anything --
bui | di ng anything to help the
econom c structure, we got to help
the people first, then the econony
wor ks of f the people. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you. Jereny Wlin?

PUBLI C SPEAKER WOLI N
Thank you. Hi, nmy nane is Jereny
Wlin. |I'ma PhD candidate in
architecture at Princeton
Uni versity, and I"mhere to rem nd
you how nuch Phil adel phia | oses by
green lighting an arena in the heart
of Center City.

First, if the devel opers
we' ve just heard from have been so
responsi bl e for buil ding Market East
into the struggling street it is
today, why are we taking their word
for it? That just one nore
devel opment will be the catal yst we

need. Wat you al so heard is that
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Mar ket East is physically saturated
and trying to fit an arena on a | ot
that's already quite small for an
arena devel opnent neans | ess work
for Phil adel phia's buil ders.

NBA arenas built on
bi gger | ots have built grand plazas
and public parks. NBA arenas built
i n new nei ghbor hoods have built out
transit stops and lines that nmake a
transit system stronger, not push
the system i ke SEPTA further into a
death spiral. And NBA arenas built
in other cities have provided nore
nmoney for building, just affordable
housi ng al one, than the entirety of
t he Sixers agreenent.

Second, yes, mxed use is
I nportant, but it has to be smart,
i ncluding a use that creates sudden
bursts of 18,000 people in a single
hour is inconpatible to all the
ot her attractions that makes m xed

use, good m xed use.
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And who will pay for the
team of traffic enforcenent and
officers that the city's traffic
I npact studies say are needed if we
are to keep 76 Pl ace's 18, 000
spectators safe on narrow streets
that the city's own design inpact
studi es say are inadequate for the
j ob?

Wo will pay for the
of ficers needed to enforce
geo-fencing to accommbdate even
out -of -date ride-share nunbers? Wo
will pay for |ost spending and | ost
wages when SEPTA's second busi est
transit hub periodically closes for
six years of construction? Wo wll
pay for the business -- |ost
busi ness opportunities when as the
city's transit -- traffic inpact
study says the Sixers prom sed 40%
target still causes gridl ock
t hroughout Center City half the

time.
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Third, adding a project
that prom sed to bring thousands of
cars into Center Gty hinders every
positive new advancenent nade to
Center City for decades to cone.

The first advancenent to suffer wll
be the Chinatown Stitch. The
Reconnecti ng Conmuni ties program has
al ready given Philadel phia mllions
to repair the damage the 1676

I nparted on Phil adel phi a.

But all that construction
work goes to waste if as the Sixers
traffic study prom ses, thousands of
subur ban Si xers fans gridlock Vine
Street reqgqularly, a vote for 76
Pl ace against is a vote agai nst
repairing the scar that separates
North Philly from Center City.

Now, yesterday you heard
fromone of ny coll eagues and
actual |y i ndependent econom sts that
say there's no econom c argunent for

bui | di ng an arena downt own, given
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the vast harman arena will inpart
on exi sting businesses.

In response, the
so-call ed comunity benefits
agreenment is an insult to your
constituents stuffed with free
tickets the Sixers wouldn't sel
anyway, prograns they should already
be paying for and aid to businesses
that's barely a drop in downtown
rent showi ng that the Sixers sinply
don't know what it costs to do
busi ness in Center CGty.

When | ngl ewood,
California gets $75 mllion for
af f ordabl e housi ng al one and San
Franci scans get $27 mllion upfront
for traffic transit inprovenents
followed by $10 million for transit
nmonitoring 30 years thereafter, the
50 mllion on the table now, it
needs another zero before
Phi | adel phi ans even give it the tine

of day.
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To conclude, the cost of
buil ding in a dense downtown are
great. This is why a fully funded
-- fully privately funded arena is
really nothing nore than a scam
desi gned to take away Phil adel phia's
seat at the table. The scamlets
billionaires decide on their own
what they pay for and then | eave the
taxpayer to pay for the rest.

Building at a tiny
constrained site |like 10th and
Mar ket nmeans that while other cities
get grand architecture and new
public anenities, Philadel phia gets
a billboard covered box. And while
it mght not |ook |ike much,
buil ding that box in this |ocation,
in the heart of Center City, cones
at great public cost. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you. Eli Storch?

MR. STORCH. CGood

afternoon. Thank you for the
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opportunity to testify today and
t hank you for being on this panel
with ne.

Good afternoon. M nane
is Eli Storch and I chair the design
advocacy group, a 23-year-old
nonprofit with the m ssion of
advocating for design in
Phi | adel phia's built environnent,
both in ternms of quality and equity.

The steering commttee of
t he Design Advocacy G oup has
opposed 76 Pl ace since 2023. And
I'"'mhere today to reaffirmthat an
arena cannot do what needs to be
done on East Market. It cannot make
the nost of the opportunities
presented, nor can it neet the
chal | enges posed by the site.

The design materials
presented to the public show that
whi | e i ntroduci ng new problens, it
was our opinion then, as it renains

now, that what Market East needs is
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an influx of 24/7 street oriented
activity, which is sonething that
the proposal for 76 Place sinply
does not, when it was proposed and
has not, based on the Iimted
revi sions provided had achi eved.
Much focus has been on
t he nunber of days when an event
will occur. This is significant,
but so too is the fact that these
events be they basketball ganmes or
concerts occur in the evening,
| eaving a dead in street presence
facing Market Street on al nost all
days. It's hard to imgine that the
limted interior retail space with
m ni mal street frontage represents
an upgrade on what exists presently,
regardl ess of the anount of gl azing
on the overall mass of the buil ding.
Additionally, locating
this proximate to the Convention
Cent er, anot her nassive buil ding,

that presents prinmarily inactive
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facades, is simlarly problenatic.
Addi ng anot her single use nmass, and
I woul d consider this a single use
building, to this area of the city,
no matter how many digital

bill boards adorn it, is not a
conprom se worth maki ng.

Much can and shoul d and
has and will be said about the
pedestrian and vehicul ar issues the
project faces, especially in |ight
of recent news on the State of
SEPTA, the threat to Chinatown, the
i nsufficiency of the CBA, the
continued lack of clarity on the
actual bounds program and details of
t he devel opnent proposal. [I'll
| eave that to others.

Across the street, the
East Mar ket project has al ready
provi ded a successful nodel of the
type of norning, noon, and night
m xed use devel opnent, as you heard

fromthe devel oper hinself on the
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panel before us, that this is --
that is what this area requires to
be successful with the m x of
restaurants and retail enlivening
the sidewal ks including that newy
rei nvi gorated space. So, we tal ked
about connecting through from Mr ket
Street to Chestnut using the
project's own site circul ation.

At 76 Pl ace, the
sacrifice of Filbert Street and the
deadened rear facade al ong Cut hbert
Street would take these blocks in
the opposite direction. As the
| eaders of our city, we hope that
you, along with the planning
comm ssion and ot her experts in
government and the private sector,
wi Il devel op and guide a
conpr ehensi ve vision for Market
East .

That has both long-term
fam |y sustaining jobs as well as

short-term construction jobs, |aying
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the groundwork for the type of m xed
use devel opnent that will thrive
rather than relying on a pattern of
reacting only to what is proposed.
Change is no doubt needed on Market
East. However, this project is not
it. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you. Chair
recogni zes Counci | menber Jam e
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER
Thank you, Council President. M
guestion is for Mel. But first,
thank you to all of you for
testifying. Mel, | wanted to start
by saying I'mreally sorry that you
wer e di splaced and that you | ost
your honme. | think the fight for
the University Gty Townhones is --
it's just one that wll never |eave
me.

| agree with you that as

a city, we have to do nuch nore to
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protect people's housing and to end
the housing crisis. And while | do
think we had sone wins with the
Townhones around the tenant fund and
securing the piece of the property
that we did for future affordable
housi ng devel opnent, | know t hat
it's not enough and | think that you
and every single UC Townhones
resi dent deserve better.

| wanted to ask you, as
an advocate fighting against the
di spl acenent of communities of color
with years in the fight, what's your
opinion, if you' ve had a chance to
| ook at it or hear about it, about
sone of the neasures that are being
proposed for anti-displacenent as it
relates to Chi natown and what woul d

you add or what woul d you change?

M5. HAI RSTON. | think
nmore -- | think what's nost
i nportant is people -- the people
in -- the | eaders of these
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communi ties need to be nore invol ved
wi th these conversations. | nean,
too many of these proposals,

di rectives, go passed the people.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER
Yeah.

M5. HAI RSTON: The
community | eaders need to be a part
of that so that can be discussed
t oget her on how everybody can
thrive. This cannot be a one-way
street. This has to go both ways
and conmmunity | eaders shoul d be
entered into these proposals and
conversati ons about proposals such
as this. And other proposals wth
housi ng across the city should be
talked with not only between the
city and the devel opers, but also
| eaders of the comunity. That's
one guaranteed thing that needs to
change for all of this to work where
everybody can thrive together.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER
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| couldn't agree with you nore.
Thank you so nuch for being here.
Thank you, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:

No, thank you. And
publicly thank you for the work that
your councilwoman di d goi ng agai nst
the powers that be regardi ng UC
Townhonmes. And so | was there. |
Wi tnessed it, | watched her through
the process, and al though she wasn't
able to, like, totally overhaul the
whol e process, she did stand on
busi ness on behal f of that comunity
and give sone very, very powerfu
interest to make sure that there was
sone give back and she took her to
court and was sued and is still 10
tinmes tall on behalf of your
community in West Phil adel phia. So,
yes, | acknow edge that.

M5. HAI RSTON: Thank you

for that.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
J OHNSON:

Thank you. Thank you
everyone for your testinony. Thank
you very nmuch. WII the clerk
pl ease call the next panel, please?

CH EF CLERK: Regi na
Hai r ston, Kat heri ne H cks, M
Rushdy, Lynette Sutton, please nake
your way to the upfront.

M5. HAI RSTON.  Good
af t er noon.

VICE CHAIR |If you could
pl ease state your nane for the
record and proceed with your
testi nony.

M5. HAI RSTON:  Thank you.
Good afternoon. Regina A Hairston,
Presi dent, CEO for the African
Aneri can Chanber of Commerce for
Pennsyl vani a, New Jersey and
Del aware. Good afternoon, Majority
Leader G I nore Richardson and

menbers of Gty Council. Again, ny
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name is Regina A Hairston and |
serve as the president and CEO of
the African-Anmeri can Chanber of
Commer ce for Pennsyl vania, New
Jersey and Del aware, representing
the coll ective voice of over 200, 000
Bl ack- owned busi nesses in the
tri-state

| am honored to address
you today in support of the proposed
devel opnent of 76 Pl ace, a project
t hat has garnered w despread
endor senent across Phil adel phia for
its transformative potential. As
the | eader of an organization
representing a diverse spectrum of
busi nesses, spanni ng snal |
enterprises to large firns and
enconpassi ng i ndustries from
prof essi onal services to
construction, and having surveyed
over 100 AACC nenbers and conducted
over six focus groups, | can

confidently state that the Bl ack
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busi ness community views 76 Pl ace as
a nmonunmental opportunity.

The devel opnent of 76
Pl ace presents an unprecedented
avenue for the inclusion of growth
of Bl ack-owned busi nesses. This
assertion i s undeni abl e, standing
unchal | enged even by the project's
nost vocal critics. The details of
the 1.3 billion privately financed
I nvest nent by the 76ers ownership
are well docunmented. Their
comm tment to di verse business
i nclusion and equity, evident in
their conprehensive ECP is robust,
nmeasur abl e, and acti onabl e.

Leaders |ike Leslie
Smal | wood- Lewi s of Msaic, who
recently addressed this Council,
have attested to the significance of
these comm tnents which extend to
t he pl anni ng, devel opnent and
ongoi ng operations of the arena.

However, history has
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taught us that commtnents are only
as val uabl e as the nechanisns in
pl ace to ensure the realization.
Too often pledges to engage Bl ack-
owned busi nesses fail due to the
argunent that a sufficient pipeline
of qualified businesses and workers
does not exist. Wile this
rationale is frequently invoked, it
reflects a broader systemc
chal | enge.

Phi | adel phi a
di sproportionately does have a | ow
rate of Bl ack busi nesses and
entrepreneurial growth due to |ack
of opportunity. It is within this
context that the 76ers have
di stingui shed thensel ves over the
past 18 nonths well before fornal
| egi slation -- |egislative processes
commenced or hearings were
schedul ed. The 76ers engaged
proactively with the African

Aneri can Chanber of Conmerce to
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identify barriers faced by bl ack-
owned busi nesses and expl ored
targeted interventions to overcone
t hose obst acl es.

| mportantly, they did not
limt their involvenent to
di scussions. They denonstrated
tangi ble commtnent by allocating $2
mllion to strengthen the AACC s
ability to support businesses in
season this opportunity. This
proactive | ong-term approach sets
the 76ers apart through nationa
benchmar ki ng and direct engagenent
wi th other franchi ses.

| can confidently state
that no other team locally or
nationally, and | have traveled to
many of them has undertaken such
conpr ehensi ve pre-approval efforts
to ensure the inclusion of
underrepresent ed busi nesses. The
76ers proactive investnment

exenplifies a best in-class nodel
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for equitable devel opnent.

Additionally, while the
African American Chanber of
Commerce's work has naturally
focused on our nenbers, the findings
of our collaborative -- of our
col | aboration are broadly
applicable. W have shared insights
that benefit all small diverse
busi nesses across Phil adel phi a,
ensuring that the initiative's
I npact is inclusive. Moreover, the
76ers extended simlar outreach to
ot her diverse chanbers, underscoring
their intent to collaborative -- to
col | aborate across communities, to
maxi m ze the project's benefits.

The 76er's comm tnents go
beyond rhetoric. Their investnents
in progranms |ike Everybody Buil ds
and their aggressive EOP reflects a
conprehensi ve strategy to engage
di ver se busi nesses and engage their

full participation in economc
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opportunities created by the 76
Pl ace.

I n concl usion, the
devel opnment of the 76 Pl ace
represents an innovative and
i ncl usi ve approach to urban
revitalization. Thank you for your
consi der ati on.

VICE CHAIR  Thank you.
Thank you very nmuch for your
testinony. We will ask that you
state your nane for the record,
proceed with your testinony, and
pl ease be m ndful of the two-m nute
limt. GCkay. Thank you.

PUBLI C SPEAKER HI CKS:
Al'l right. Thank you. Good
aft ernoon, Councilwoman G | nore
Ri chardson and nenbers of the
Phi | adel phia Cty Council's
Committee as a whole. M nane is
Catherine H cks. |'mthe current
and recently reel ected president of

t he NAACP Phi | adel phi a Branch.
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Page 249
Thank you. Thank you.

| am honored to speak on
behal f of the nenbers of our branch
I n support of the City Counci
| egi sl ation that would enable this
Phi | adel phia 76ers to devel op 76
Pl ace at Market East if approved.
On that basis, | urge you to
favorably report this |egislation
out of the commttee of a whole wth
the hopes that it would soon pass by
Gty Council and signed by Myor
Par ker .

In May of this year. |
was proud to endorse the
Phi | adel phia 76ers devel opnment
project that would not only bring a
maj or athletic entertai nnment arena
to Center City Phil adel phia, but
woul d i ntroduce significant econonic
opportunities and ot her benefits
that the 76 Place at Market East
proj ect woul d provi de.

The NAACP is the nation's
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ol dest, |argest and nost w dely
recogni zed grassroots based civil
rights organization. Qur notto is,
when we fight, we win. W always
fight in the interest of the
underserved and the up
underrepresented for those who have
been margi nalized and feel
forgotten, for Black communities who
rightly deserve nore but receive far
| ess than their counterparts.

Phi | adel phi a, being
identified as the biggest poor city
in Anerica should by no neans be
called to conplacency. It should
trigger a call to action in all of
us, no matter who we are or what
nei ghbor hood we |ive in.

The Phi | adel phi a branch
NAACP i s supporting the proposed
76ers Place at Market East
devel opnent because it believes that
thi s devel opnent conmes at a uni que

nonment offering a chance to
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col |l aborate with the conmmunity
st akehol ders in order to bring about
positive change across the city and
in the Black communities in
particul ar.

This $1.3 billion
proj ect, using no | ocal governnent
subsidies, will provide greater
access to workforce devel opnent and
career opportunities, and wll
enabl e residents in traditionally
over| ooked comunities with
signi fi cant soci oeconom c
chal l enges, to find dignity instead
of being discounted and thrive nore
while feeling threatened | ess.

The deci sion to support
76 Place at Market East did not cone
easily. W had discussion after
di scussion with the team W asked
tough questions, and through all of
the back and forth, we received
assurances fromthe Sixers that we

woul d have a seat at the table.
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Qur concerns woul d be
addressed, all voices with regard to
the project would be heard, civil
rights would be protected, and
nmeasur abl e social justice natters
| i ke diverse diversity, equity, and
i ncl usi on goal s woul d be pursued.

| "' m pl eased to share that
not only was | nmade confortable with
the Sixers' responses and
commtnents, but after discussion in
the Branch's Econom c Devel opnent
Conm ttee, executive commttee and
general body neetings, we saw that a
majority of the nmenbers who
participated or were on board as
well. Many of us agree that by
actively participating in the
di scussi ons and deci si on nmaki ng
processes, the NAACP can hel p ensure
that needs of the comunities are
taken i nto account.

Qur branch regularly

fights for crimnal justice reforns,
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i ncreased educati onal benefits,
better election participation, and
af f ordabl e decent housing. And in
this instance, having a devel oper
who prioritizes reimagining Mrket
Street East in a way that reserves
decades of decline, doesn't displace
Chi nat own residents or busi nesses,
it facilitates continued access to
Jefferson Hospital's energency room
and manages traffic congestion and
public safety interest is

i nval uable. W nust fight the good
fight --

Ckay. Yes. W nust
fight the good fight on economc
enpower nent terns where greater
access to new weal th buil ding
opportunities that lead to the
sustainability of our conmunities
occur .

I n closing, the NAACP,
Phi | adel phia branch, |oves our city

I s enthusiastic about the prospect
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and at hand and is excited to be on
the team That's why we,
respectfully, urge you to favorably
report the | egislative package out
of the commttee of the whole, so
that the 76 Place at Market East can
advance as qui ckly as possible.
Thank you.

PUBLI C SPEAKER RUSHDY:
Good afternoon, Council President
Johnson and Honor abl e
Counci | members, | wanted to thank
you -- first, thank you for the
opportunity to testify before you
today in regard to the proposed
Si xers Arena. M nane is Mo Rushdy
and | -- today | testify on behal f
of the Phil adel phia Buil di ng
| ndustry Association as its
presi dent.

| happen to al so chair
t he Phil adel phia Accel erator Fund
and a proud |l eader in the UDA, both

efforts pronoting a 100% Bl ack and
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Brown devel opers to do tens of
mllions of work in our city. |I'm
not testifying today on their

behal f.

My support conmes from a
sinpl e place; jobs, opportunity and
great possibilities for an area that
has been dead for a long tinme. Yes,
9, 000 jobs, good paying jobs, famly
sustaining jobs. The fol ks behind
nme here today.

Now, | don't remenber who
asked that question yesterday to
Ryan Boyer about a di screpancy about
9,000 jobs versus 900. Yes, it
woul d be closer to 9,000 jobs. The
Economic Policy Institute states
that when it cones to construction,
every $1 mllion of construction
wor k generates five-and-a-half
di rect construction jobs. Wth that
math, a $1.55 mllion project would
generate 8,525 jobs, so it's nowhere

cl oser to 900 j obs.
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Qoportunity. Yes, | was
noved |istening to the testinony of
Pastor Carl Day about being
pro-opportunity. Qpportunity that
can change lives. One that can
train a diverse workforce under the
unbrella of a nulti-billion-dollar
project. An opportunity that can
gi ve hope to the majority of
denogr aphi ¢ of our popul ation and
keeping themin the city.

G eat possibilities for
Market East. A corridor that has
been | ong deprived of any serious
attenpt for it to be reinmagi ned and
bring it back to being a safe and
wal kabl e major corridor. One that
I's anchored by an arena, concerts,
restaurants, cafes, new buil dings,
connecting Gty Hall to |Independence
Mal | .

See, | don't see a $1.55
mllion arena. | see three or four

hi gh-rise buil dings, tens of
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restaurants, 2,000 to 4, 000
residential units in that corridor.
| see $4 to $5 billion worth of
work. A great possibility only for
the ones that are capabl e of
chal | engi ng the status quo, and that
can be bold as Ryan said yesterday.

| see an opportunity for
Chinatown to thrive with a mllion
people com ng into the arena every
year. Tens of mllions of dollars
coul d be spent inside Chinatown.
Now | want to put the arena aside
for a second and I'll speak about
our culture of no in any major
undert aki ng.

| personally fight to get
af f ordabl e hone projects under our
city program approved by this body
and approved by sone people in the
room | was once recently told, M,
| can't allow you to do for 50
homes. It's too nmuch. Fifty

af fordabl e hones. Hones that create
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home ownership and create wealth for
t he popul ation that Pastor Day was
tal ki ng about yesterday. That gives
an opportunity to -- for folks to
nove up.

W have becone anti-big
things. W have been addicted to
the status quo. It's ny feeling
that we search for reasons not to do
t hi ngs versus comng up with
solutions to do them W are trying
to make everything perfect and we
| ose so nuch opportunity in the
interim

Like many in this room
bel ong to the Denocratic Party. W
lost big in the last election. W
have to cone to grips with the fact
that we | ost so many wor ki ng-cl ass
peopl e across Anmerica. W |ost
folks like the ones that want to
build this arena.

We | ost our belief and

conviction that we are a party that
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can strengthen the mddle class and
ones that create jobs and
opportunity. Let's prove them
wrong. Let us restore their trust.
Dear Counci |l menbers, please vote for
opportunity. Vote for hope. Vote
for the working man and woman.
Pl ease vote for the arena. Thank
you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you. G rl Concrete.

PUBLI C SPEAKER SUTTON:
Good afternoon, Council, President
Johnson, and nenbers of City
Council. M nane is Lynette Sutton
and |'mthe managi ng partner of Grl
Concrete. W are a union concrete
contractor that specializes in
f oundati ons, sl abs, concrete wall s,
and si dewal ks.

| thought | would cone
here today as a busi ness owner, to
briefly share the perspective of a

smal | di verse business |ike m ne,
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that is excited about 76th pl ace,
but also feels the daily systemc
chal | enges of operating a | ocal
wonen-| ed construction business in
Phi | adel phi a.

Personal |y, when | hear
of sizable construction projects in
our city that have the potential to
generate trenmendous econom c i nmpact
for communities and | ocal
busi nesses, | will tell you that
i ke many of you, we can't help but
to feel skeptical. W wonder wll
we be a part, included, get a rea
opportunity on the site, or will we
be wat ching fromthe other side of
the build? |In our case, the other
side of the construction fence.

For us, the opportunities
that have truly made an inpact for
Grl Concrete's workforce are those
were col l ectively the owners,
devel opers, GCs, the city and EOP

oversi ght comm ttees have worked
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together to ensure diversity and
inclusivity fromthe onset, not just
for cookie crunbs, but real
opportunity.

That is what 76 Pl ace has
the potential to be. A real
opportunity for all, including those
that surround the build, not just
the select few | may just be a
smal | 1 ocal business, but | have
full confidence that the Sixers can
get this right. W have a history
with the teamthat predates the
project, and I know their comm t nent
to the city and diverse businesses
like mne is real

In 2021, during COVID,
our other entity, Grl Contracting,
was sel ected as one of the first
wi nners for the 76ers Buy Bl ack
award. Through that partnership,
the 76ers marketed our business to
their fan base using social nedia,

radio and TV. And it actually
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wor ked so well that the vol une of
| eads broke our website.

They al so provided us
techni cal assistance on brandi ng and
access to many of their senior
executives. This was exposure and
coachi ng that we woul d' ve never had
or been able to afford.

Since then, we've
| aunched anot her business, Grl
Concrete. W're on flagship
projects in the city, 30th Street
Station and the Bellwether District.
And recently, we're recogni zed as
the Business of the Year. Wile
that is all great, it's what we've
done with those opportunities that
matter. And what we have been able
to do is to create |ocal jobs.

Qur wor kf orce are wonen,
men, returning citizens, apprentices
in the trades, people fromthe
comuni ties that actually, surround

the build regardl ess of gender,
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creed, or ethnicity. People who are
tal ented but often overl ooked.
Peopl e who just need a shot or a
second chance. That's ny workforce.

Look, it's not easy being
a woman in construction, |let alone a
Latina in concrete. But the
part nershi ps and rel ati onshi ps t hat
we've built with the Sixers and
because of their introductions, have
hel ped us to break barriers and
create new jobs, and that is a story
that | have not yet heard energe in
t hese heari ngs.

Essentially, how the
Si xers have hel ped far before 76
Pl ace was even an idea. So in
closing, as a nenber of the snall
busi ness community, | urge you to
vote in support of 76 Place because
as you know, it's not often that you
find an owner or a developer with a
path, not a wll, not a desire, but

a long-term proven concrete path to
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nove femal e diverse and | ocal snal
busi nesses forward in a way that we
can all feel. | thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
J OHNSON:

Thank you. Thank you for
your testinony. And before opening
up to the floor, I want to go back
to Ms. Hairston. Just real quick,
regarding the African Anerican
Chanber. |s there any
recommendati ons or best practices,
fromyour perspective, and in the
wor k that you are doing that we can
do that strengthens or takes the DEI
comm tnment to the next |evel?

M5. HAI RSTON: Thank you
for that question, Councilman. What
| did not articulate in ny testinony
Is that the African American Chanber
of Commrerce was conm ssioned to do a
study by the 76ers.

What we | ooked at is if

they have a commtnent, and | think
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everyone here knows there's a 40%
comm tment to bl ack concessionaires
for 76 Place. That's great, that's
inclusion. But in order to have
equity for that to actually happen,
there has to be interventions to get
our businesses there. W have
pl enty of busi nesses that are ready
for that opportunity today, but in
order to build a pipeline, we have
to be intentional.

The African Anmerican
Chanber of Commerce has a study.
The study is ready to be reviewed by
our board of directors. Once our
board of directors have had the
opportunity to review the study, it
wi |l be made public. It should be
made public by next week. There are
10 recommendati ons that,
specifically, support DEl in this
particul ar project.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: And woul d that include --
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I know we've had these conversations
before, but I want to go on the
record wwth it. Besides the
concession stands, right, we also
know in a project such as this
magni t ude, sonebody's going to get

t he bond work, sonebody's going to
do the architect work, sonebody's
going to get -- sonebody's going to
get the contract for cleaning,
sonebody's going to get the contract
for security. How does that play a
role froma professional services

st andpoi nt? Wen you tal k about the
vendi ng and procurenent, sonebody's
going to provide the food that
peopl e are going to eat down at the
stadium in the event that this

proj ect noves forward.

Tal k about the role that
the African Anmerican Chanber is
doing in working with a diverse --

i ncl usive diverse group of other

chanbers that you have been working
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with in the past, that play a role

in this particular project.

M5. HAI RSTON: Certainly.

So the work that we have done with
the 76ers can be replicated
t hroughout any di verse busi nesses --
smal | businesses. It is inclusive
of all professional services as
well. And so it just does not
I ncl ude concessionaires. The reason
why we're focusing on
concessionaires in the study is
because when you go in an arena, you
have to eat and you have to dri nk.
Currently, when you go in arenas, in
the arenas that | have travel ed to,
you do not see bl ack busi nesses
represent ed.

So this was an
opportunity to ensure that this
proj ect has representation of
owner shi p by Bl ack busi nesses.
There will be other opportunities

for Black professionals to have
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contracts in this project. W are
partnering with the 76ers to be an
advisory for their RFP process. So
any bid that's put out, they are
wor ki ng and have committed to the
African Anerican Chanber of Conmmerce
that we will be a partner in that
process.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: And that's different?

M5. HAIRSTON: [It's very
different. Their entire engagenent
has been very different. And | can
say ny board of directors for 31
years have been fighting for this
day. And to be able to deliver this
report to them next week for the
wor k that they have been doing for
31 years, | amel ated and proud.

It was not easy taking
this vote for the 76 project. M
board nmenbers were called, they were
threatened for business. M staff

received calls or we were call ed
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everything but the child of God and
| still get those calls and got
t hose calls yesterday.

So it wasn't easy to do
this, but the 76ers have been a good
partner in this. This is an
agreenent that we work together.
This is what we' ve been fighting
for, right? Black businesses and
organi zati ons that have the
opportunity to be at the table to
conduct business. And that is
exactly what we were able to do in
this project, and it's a nodel going
forward

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
J OHNSON:

Thank you. M Rushdy, in
one capacity, you had the BIA but
al so anot her capacity you created
t he Accel erator Fund that,
specifically, focuses on African
Ameri can and peopl e of col or

devel opers have an opportunity to
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participate in the devel opnent
that's taking place in the city of
Phi | adel phi a.

What opportunities are
you advocating for to nake sure
t hose who cone through the
Accel erator Fund program and | know
that's primarily on the city side,
like turn the key types of prograns,
but in projects such as this to help
i ndi vidual s get to the next |evel
fromthe devel opnent and contracting
st andpoi nt ?

PUBLI C SPEAKER RUSHDY:

Wel |, Council President,
we have seen a lot of talk and a | ot
of actions and there's a | ot of
efforts that are being done, such as
the ones that Regina is talking
about when it conmes to the vendors
and the contractor's base. The UDA
is really focused nore, and the
Accel erator Fund, specifically, is

focused on creating a hundred
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percent Bl ack and Brown owned
devel opers, landlords, right?

One of the things that
truly believe in is that we have
been cornered through the system
t hrough the governnent system over
decades of the mnority conponents
whet her it's through governnent
j obs, whether through RFPs. And
what we're trying to change here is
to have an organic growt h and havi ng
a growh and creating a good cohort
of forty, fifty, sixty, a hundred
percent Bl ack and owned devel opers
that are doing over 5- to $10
mllion worth of work every year.

We have done this by
raising tens of mllions from our
conventional |enders who are nenbers
of the BIA by raising noney through.
And that's not just ne, there is a
whol e team behind us that includes a
very robust board and the

Accel erator Fund and the BI A naking
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sure that we are |everaging all of
our contacts to nmake sure that we
are actually bringing opportunity to
peopl e.

W have seen this already
wor ki ng. W have been wor ki ng, we
have worked wi th Counci |l nenber Jam e
for disposing public |Iand and
creating an opportunity for a dozen
of devel opers to be each doing their
3- to $4 million worth of work where
they are a hundred percent owners.
They' re not partnering with anyone,
while still maintaining their AOP
requirenments in terns of vendors
that they are actually hiring on
t hese jobs. Ckay?

It is very inportant that
we support that. It is very
I nportant that we focus on that end
of the business because once you
create that class of Black and Brown
devel opers in the city, in all these

nei ghbor hoods, then we're seeing
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organi c grow h of Black and Brown
vendors within all aspects of our
i ndustry.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch. The
chair recogni zes council nenber Jim
Harrity.

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY:
Thank you, Council President. M
question's for Mo Rushdy. M,
you' ve been doi ng devel opnent for
quite a long tinme, and |I know, | arge
and smal | devel opnents, you know,
across the city. And we've heard
M. Levy say that he believes that
the way we revitalize Market East is
t hrough m xed use and ot her avenues.
You know, as a professional, as
sonebody who has successfully
devel oped properties, because | know
a |l ot of developers who tried to be
devel opers and tried to do projects
but weren't successful or weren't

able to nake a profit.
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Thr ough your experience,
I f you were re-visioning Mrket
East, what kind of businesses woul d
you try to bring in your
devel opnent, if you were the one
doi ng devel opnment al ong or not
besi des the stadiun? [|'m not
tal ki ng about the stadium just in
t he actual area.

PUBLI C SPEAKER RUSHDY:

Right. So thank you for
t he question, councilman. Now,
agai n, you know, people are | ooking
at the arena as the project of
Mar ket East. That's just a start.
| have a very good contact, but |
don't want to put them on the spot
here, who basically said that there
are already investors and devel opers
who are | ooking at waiting for the
arena to pass where they're al ready
eyei ng properties on Market East to
make sure that they are going to be

bui | di ng, you know, high rises,
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multi-famly, want to include
affordable housing in it. This is
just a gate to a | ot of devel opnent
and revitalization that happens to
t hat Mar ket East.

Again, it is very
i nportant to recogni ze that we have
alot to offer, right? This is a
big job. There are no subsidies
here, right? People can take -- or
tal k about, you know, that this
m ght be a scam This is not.
Refuse to listen to this. There is
private noney, private $1.5 billion
job for a devel oper that can cross
the river and it's not a bluff for
$800 mllion and get it built where
these guys don't build it and we
wat ch them going there, right? This
Is serious. | nmean, this is it,
right?

Do we want to have an
arena? Do we want to have a

Phi | adel phia 76ers that are being
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built by 9,000 nenbers, good payi ng
menbers here? O do we want to just
go back and forth and tal k about how
we are, just one project is
destroying all of Market East?

Mar ket East is a dead
corridor. | challenge anyone to go
and wal k at 7:00 or 8:00 at night,
go and have a wal k. Take ei ght
bl ocks goi ng back and forth, and
then give ne you opinion. Al
right. | think Chinatown needs to
be preserved. | think the
| egi sl ations, the conpani on
| egi sl ations that were offered by
Councilman Squilla to preserve, to
make sure that you don't have
predat ory devel opnent that happens
i n Chinatown. Ckay?

W have to nmake sure that
this does not happen. W have to
make sure that we're |istening and
heari ng on what's going on, right?

But | et us not have the either or
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conversati on because we have seen so
many, | am having themright now
nyself. Again, on a way much
smal l er scale, on $20 million jobs
building a city's program right? A
city's program and | still get
opposition. It's a joke, quite
honestly, right?

So today, we have a
decision to make. It's very sinple.
We either build an arena in the
city, right? And it gets all the
benefits that we can get. The
i ncreased city wages for all the
menbers that are going to be working
here, the small businesses that are
going to be revived and openi ng up,
right? O we can say, no, this is,
you know, not for the city of
Phi | adel phia. That wouldn't be -- |
mean, | don't nean any di srespect
here, but it wouldn't be unusual for
us to basically say no. Ckay?

Let themcross the river
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on the other side. GCkay? And then
we can all play the blanme gane
afterwards. This is in my opinion,
an easy decision, while we have
Chi natown in our hearts and maki ng
sure that we are preserving and
maki ng sure we do the best that we
can to make sure that they're not
di spl aced.

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY:
Thank you. Thank you, Council
Pr esi dent

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Chair recogni zes,
Counci | menber Philli ps.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Council President. M,
you are --you've been a long-term
devel oper in the city of
Phi | adel phia. | just want you to --
if you can just talk nore about, you
know, oftentinmes people can see
devel opnment as -- in a adverse type

of position. In what ways can
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devel opnent of this stature be a
part of the growh of city -- of
city of Phil adel phia to address sone
of the comunity issues that people
are tal ki ng about? How can
sonet hing of this magnitude be,
potentially, helpful that naybe you
can tal k nore about how devel opnent
is hel pful to support social issues
and even capture hearts, if
anyt hi ng.

PUBLI C SPEAKER RUSHDY:
That's a -- that's a -- that's a
great question and it's a | oaded
guestion. So let ne -- let ne | eak
you a stat that we had in part of
our, kind of, like last election
cycle. Eighty percent of people in
the city of Philadel phia think that
-- |l ook at devel opers negatively,
right? That's a stat.

Ei ght out of ten think
t hat devel opers, quite honestly, are

scunbags. That's the way they | ook
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at it. Oay? That's a problem
right? | always say in the city of
Phi | adel phia, we start from bel ow
zero when we go and approach the

nei ghbor hoods with a project, right?
We start from below zero. W' re not
starting froma neutral place.

Now, there are reasons
for that. And | think the people in
the comunities are not wong,
right? They're not wong. Okay?
Wiy are they not wong? Because we
have a | ot of poverty in these
nei ghbor hoods, right? W have a | ot
of poverty, but that is why soneone
like -- or an entity like the BIA as
a business entity, was the only
busi ness entity in the city of
Phi | adel phia that cane in in support
of Council President, Carke's MI
and 1% construction tax.

We, as a business
community said, we support a 1%

construction tax, to support to get
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and float $400 million worth of
bonds. So that we can give
opportunities for people in the

nei ghbor hoods to get that $75, 000
down paynent assistance that the
city of Phil adel phia has given. To
be able to have people afford and
fam lies nove back into the

nei ghbor hoods and create

opportunities. GCkay?

This is -- this is big.

And, Councilnen, this is where |
cone here and say, you know, do we
have a unified vision for growth?
Do we have a unified vision that we
are sending a nessage to the people
outside of the city of Phil adel phi a,
that want to cone into the city of
Phi | adel phi a and spend noney and
invest in projects, and tell them
that we are open for business?

O are we going to go
t hrough this process and them

| ooking at the city of Phil adel phia
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and be |like, you know what, this
isn't the city for us. W are at
Crossroads. W have a new mayor, we
have a new vision, we have a new
Council President. OCkay? And there
is a lot of enthusiasmthat going
forward, that we are open for
busi ness, we're creating
opportunity, and we're making sure
we are really going there to the
m ddl eman and nmaki ng sure that they
are never forgotten again.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
Thank you. Just one quick question
for Regina Hairston, president of
t he chanber commerce -- African
Aneri can Chanber of Commerce. W
t he concession stands -- so
Phi | adel phia's very clear, the
arena's concessi on stands, are they
going to be a hundred percent
occupi ed? Well, not a hundred
per cent.

When | say, |ike, the 40,
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50%is going to be dedicated to

m nority owned concessions and so
forth. Is it going to be the ful
concession stand or are they going
to have a part in a concession
stand? O has that -- has that
detail been di scussed? So for
exanple, this is |like soneone is
selling cheesesteaks, but the
mnority business is selling cookies
alittle bit. You know, that type
of situation on the side there.

M5. HAI RSTON: So when
you get our report that's being
publ i shed next week, it will be
outlined, but the concession,
there's ownership in the 76 Pl ace
will be 40% Bl ack owned.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:

Got you. Thank you so
much, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You're wel cone. The chair

recogni zes Counci |l nenber Jeffrey J.
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Young.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG
Thank you, M. President. This
guestion | have is for the fol ks who
represent nenbershi p organi zati ons.
Could you tell us -- | mght have
mssed it. Could you tell us the
nunber of people you represent and
t he nunber of people, | guess, you
surveyed for a position on this
particul ar project?

M5. HAI RSTON:  Wio was
that question -- was that question
for nme?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: | think the nenbership
organi zati on woul d be the African
Anerica Chanber --

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG.
Yeah. It would be the, | guess, the
NAACP and African American Chanber.
Yeah.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  -- and NAACP.
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M5. HAIRSTON: Certainly.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
J OHNSON:

Oh, well, BIAis, as
wel |, because you're a nenbership
organi zation, as well.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG |
don't know if they -- | don't know
if he served -- I"'msure all they're
menbers, you know.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: | think we're close to a
hundred percent, but I'Il try to
find the actual stat.

M5. HAIRSTON: So | don't
have an actual stat for you, but
["I'l just go back to ny testinony.
So we represent 200, 000 Bl ack
busi nesses in the Tri-state area.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG
Uh- huh.

M5. HAI RSTON:  About
80, 000 of those businesses are in

Pennsyl vani a.
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COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG.
Uh- huh.

M5. HAI RSTON:  Wien we
deci ded to support this project as a
part of the comm ssion study that we
did for the Phil adel phia 76ers, we
surveyed over 100 nenbers, and that
is in our report. And we conducted
si x focus groups.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  So
80, 000 nenbers in Pennsylvania with
only 100 participated in the study?

M5. HAI RSTON: So the 100
peopl e that participated in the
study was people that were
interested in concessionaires, being
concessionaires at the particul ar
arena. So the study is focused
around food and beverage, and so
those are the stats that |I'mgiving
you.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG.
kay. Thank you. So the fol ks who

participated in the study woul d have
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a direct interest -- for that direct
financial interest if that arena
gets devel oped or not based on
concessi onary food and beverage
things |like that?

M5. HAIRSTON:  So |' m not
really clear on the question, but we
have not received, not one person
that is a nmenber of the African
Aneri can Chanber of Commrerce who is
not in support of this project.

That has not happened. W haven't
gotten it.

Everyone that we've
tal ked to have been supportive of
the project. W've sent out
newsl etters, we sent out information
over the |last year and a half and
t here has not been one person that
is a nmenber of the African Anerican
Chanber of Commrerce who has said
they don't support this project.

PUBLI C SPEAKER HI CKS:
And for the Phil adel phia branch
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NAACP, we have 1400 nenbers, they --
who were notified about the process
of being in support of the 76ers
agreenent. | don't have the anobunt
who actually voted on it. W
started out with our executive
commi ttee nenbers, and then we sent
i nformati on out and to our general
body neeting, we voted on it. And,
a hundred percent of those who
participated agreed to support.
COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG.
kay. Thank you, M. President.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.
Counci | man O Rour ke.
COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE:
Thank you, M. Chair.
Thank you, M. President. And good
afternoon to all on the panel. |
did want to ask, M. Rushdy, you
raised a point, and this is
sonething that's cone up a coupl e of

tinmes. People have said this a
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couple of tines in the hearings and
it's been bothering nme, so | wanted
to ask it.

Peopl e advocating for
cul tural preservation shouldn't
engage in ultimtuns or either or,
but if the Sixers don't get the
arena, they get to literally pick up
and | eave and go across the river.
Do you -- do you think that that's,
i ke, an appropriate thing -- do you
think that is -- that is fair, just,
the right way to approach it? 1Is it
or are folks off for advocating for
preservation for the community and
then the Sixers are right to pick up
and leave in that ultimtun? How
woul d you speak to that?

PUBLI C SPEAKER RUSHDY:

Wel come to nmy daily life,
Counci l man. So these choi ces we
make even in the nei ghborhoods,
right? | mean, we are all talking

about the arena because it's a $1.6
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billion job or $1.5 billion job.

But we go through the sane things

when we're dealing with -- when

we're going into communities,

especially communities that has not

seen devel opnent, right? And they

| ook at devel opnents as a threat.
This is nmy opinion,

right? M honest opinion fromthe

heart. Anything that disturbs the

status quo imedi ately is | ooked

upon as bad. That is a given.

That's the city of Phil adel phi a.

' ve been doing business here for 25

years and | have never entered into

a community where they took me up in

arms and said, thisis. I|I'mtelling

you, even on affordabl e housing jobs

sanctioned by the city of

Phi | adel phia and turned the key jobs

where people will be getting a

$75, 000 soft second nortgage, |

still get that sane resistance.

So when you tal k about
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cultural preservation, |I'msorry,
cultural preservation, | think
that's noble. | think what you're

doing is noble to nmake sure that
Chinatown is preserved. That's
admrable. | think we should all do
the sane thing. But it cannot be
the reason -- it cannot be the
reason to deny noving forward. It
cannot be the reason. W cannot put
progress on our city and grow h,
okay, in one hand and say, well,
it's either we're going to preserve
the cultural identity of Chinatown,
or you got to build that arena. So
figure it out.

Because if you build that
arena, now you're a bad person
because you're really against
Chinatown. Not at all. Not at all.
When Contast cane with their -- with
their proposal down in South Philly,
| was the first to go out there and

be |i ke, thank you, great. Let's
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now support the arena and let's
support Contast and what they're
doing in South Philly. GCkay?

Chi nat own needs to be
preserved. W need to put the
saf eguards. Yesterday, we had a
neeti ng ourselves to go over the
overl ays that were put in Chinatown.
Typically, you know, a community --
an entity like the BIA is against
overlays. W hate overlays because
you just can't predict what you can
do, right? When you have overl ays
versus a zoning designation that's
al ready predetermned, it's a
pr obl em

But when we heard about
t he overlay, the inclusionary zoning
overlay that was introduced there to
preserve affordabl e housing for
Chi natown, as part of the idea of
maki ng sure that you're preserving
the price points for Chinatown, we

see this as a step to nake sure that
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you' re preserving Chinatown, right?

When you | ook at the
overlay that prevents over 3,000
square feet, | think, or, you know,
how many buil dings that gets
acquired, it prevents predatory. |
call it predatory, but you know what
| nmean where developers will go in
and go and buy four or five
bui |l dings, take it down and let's go
in and put a high rise in Chinatown
and here you go, you break
Chi nat own.

| think that is
mtigation factors that you are
doing with your advocacy to nake
sure that this does not happen. But
t he answer cannot be, let's just not
build the arena to preserve
Chinatown. That is not the answer,
especi ally because in my opinion,
it's not fair for Market East.
Mar ket East. We're forgetting
Mar ket East.
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COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE
Heard. If | may, M. President.
Heard. | -- but |I do -- if you can
say, is it appropriate for the
Si xers who are the Phil adel phia's

basketball teamto have only loyalty

to, If we -- if we can build an
arena here, we'll stay, but if not,
we'll | eave. But then turn the

question on comunity menbers who
are advocating for the community to
say, if you don't go wth this, then
you' re bei ng unreasonabl e.

Do you think it's
appropriate to, kind of like, raise
-- leverage that on the community
Itself as advocating, especially
since so many of us are agreeing,
finally, that Chinatown nust be
preserved and that they don't have
enough.

PUBLI C SPEAKER RUSHDY:
Counci | man, see, again, | think the

fram ng of your question, in ny
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opinion, with and with all due
respect, is flawed to say that can
they exercise that | everage by
basically saying, well, if you don't
approve ne, I'mgoing to go to the
ot her si de.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE:
That's what's they're saying.

PUBLI C SPEAKER RUSHDY:
No, no, no. | understand that. But
that is a fact. | have an offer.
It happens when we sell our hones.

If you don't give ne that price for

nmy house, | have an offer on ny
house. Is that -- is that nean?
It's not nean. It is -- it is --

there's a transacti on happeni ng.

It's a transaction of $1.4 billion.
So what are we thinking?

That when soneone is trying, that

has a | ease that's going to be over

in 2031, we think they're leaving it

till 2028, '29 maybe we're going to

solve it, maybe we're not. No. No.
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They' re busi ness people. They're
| ooki ng at options. Their first
option, and what they really want to
do is they want to stay in the city
of Phil adel phia and they want to be
t he Phil adel phia 76ers. That is
what they want.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE

| would say for the record, and |'1|

be done, M. President. | thank you
M. Rushdy for this. | would just
say it's still -- it's still

chal l enging for ne to accept the
idea that as a teamthat has a pl ace
to play, that fol ks have gone out of
their way to try to keep and support
and to provide for, already where
they exist, for an arena that won't
be up for a few nore years.

And then to say that if
that team doesn't get exactly what
they want in this particular place
-- there are fol ks who have and |

have since, fromthe beginning said,
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not agai nst an arena in concept, but
an arena in the community that the
community is saying they don't want
there, after having heard the pros
and cons for it after a series of
neeti ngs, and then say that sonehow,
you know, there's sone |oyalty

t here.

It sounds like their
desire, which is the tip for
billionaires, is to make nore noney.
But there is no loyalty com ng here
or being expressed fromthe team
But there's expected to be loyalty
fromthe comunity to let themdo
what they want to do.

And | think that's a bit
unfair to ask the community, and as
an elected representative at |arge,
| think we should point that out.
hear this back and forth. It just
-- it troubles ne that this idea,
that we are being -- we are being

unr easonabl e by providing an -- by
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an ultimatum but they're not. That

seens a bit disingenuous, but thank

you.
PUBLI C SPEAKER RUSHDY:
Absolutely. And if you

don't mnd before -- just 10 seconds

here. |If the owners of the Sixers

were | ooking at their bottomli ne,
you have ny word, we would not be
sitting here today. If that is what
they want. Their bottomline only,
they woul d not be here today. kay?
It's sinple math, man. It's sinple
mat h, Councilman. They -- there is
no bl uff here.

If it's a business
transaction, they will not be
sitting here today. So | do think
that there is a serious wll on
behal f of the 76ers of being here,
want to build it by the folks
sitting here today, make sure we're
provi ding an opportunity for -- in

the city of Phil adel phia, reviving a
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Mar ket East corridor, put a CBA that
makes sure that it is covering
Chi nat own, naking sure that they are
protected. | sincerely believe that
that is their true good intention to
do that.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

PUBLI C SPEAKER RUSHDY:
You' re wel cone.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
J OHNSON:

| want to thank all of
you for taking tinme out of your
schedul e today and for your very
informative testinony. Well,
M. Christmas, please call the next
panel .

CH EF CLERK: M. Shawmrar
Pitts, Christopher Rogers, Erica
Guadal upe Nunez, Mercedes Bonill a,
pl ease cone forward.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:
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State your nane, for the
record, then you can begin your
testi nony.

PUBLI C SPEAKER ROCERS:

Anybody? Any one of us?
kay. Christopher Rogers. Thank
you all for having the tine. [|I'm
here representing as one of the
growi ng coalition of Black
Phi | adel phi ans who are taking a
active public stand against the
Si xers Arena proposal not in our
nane.

|'ve been pretty
successful in local collaborative
efforts to preserve and sustain sone
of the Philadel phia's cultura
treasure, such as The Paul Robeson
House, Haki m s bookstore, and npst
recently, the National Historic
Landmar k, Henry Ossawa Tanner House,
and Strawberry Mansion. | want to
t hank Counci | person Ri chardson for

her support there.
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These passi onate persona
efforts speak to the inportance of
uplifting and maintaining the rich
social fabric and deep cultural
heri tage whi ch i nforns sustai nabl e,
equi t abl e peopl e responsi ve
nei ghbor hood devel opnent.

Yet before all that
| abor, 1'ma neighbor and | strive
to be a good one as ny nother taught
me. Being a good nei ghbor neans
being willing to stand agai nst
specific practices and policy
proposal s that prom se nore
I mredi ate conmunity fragnmentation
and cul tural heritage displacenent.
Then our future is speculative and
wi shing on a star benefits would
serve our public interest.

Not too |ong ago, the
National Trust for H storic
Preservation, uplifted the Henry
Ossawa Tanner House to America's 11

nost endangered historic places in
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2023. And we were honored to reach
t hi s designation al ongsi de our

nei ghbors in Phil adel phia's

Chi natown. Since the National Trust
has | ed continuing efforts that

evi dence how many of Anerica's

Chi nat owns are di sappearing through
public and private attack.

The ongoing initiative
showcases how t hese communities face
conmpoundi ng threats and assenbl age
of racialized and econom c forces
that put at risk these special old
pl aces where countl ess |ives,
menories, and stories began and
continue to unfold. [Indeed, black
nei ghbor hoods such as Strawberry
Mansi on, where the Tanner House is
| ocated i n Cobbs Creek where | |ive,
navi gate the changi ng sane.

From ny public testinony
then | rem nded the audi ence that we
Bl ack and Asian Philly folKks,

wor ki ng to preserve our cultura
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heritage cone to recogni ze a | egacy
of common resistance that we share
fromour community self-determ ned
proj ects agai nst the onslaught of a
cumul ative, collective and
continuing policies of structural
i nequity and i npose austerity. |
rem nded fol ks that we have not yet
been saved, but inspired by those
who cane before us, we continue to
| ove and fight for our
nei ghbor hoods.

Counci | person Kendr a
Brooks testified that 70% of
Phi | adel phi ans stand agai nst the
Si xers Arena proposal. Many of us
who watch our beat up Sixers
struggl ed through all our season
openers were forced to watch over
and over again a 22nd clip where
Mayor Parker excl aimed the power of
the people is nore inportant than
the people in power.

And yet, the mayoral
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adm ni stration cane to endorse the
Si xers noney, yet unpopul ar proposal
and went further to suggest that
their current | owy concessions
woul d be the best that we ever
achieve. Is this faith in the power
of the people or an adm ssion that
who truly are the today's people in
power even as you nenti oned,
Counci | person O Rourke, the powers
that be that even inpacted the

peopl e's town hones.

To whom does our city's
el ected representatives truly bend
its ear? From whom do those el ected
by us to represent the freedom
dreans of our communities take its
directives. What faith do we,
ultimately, display in the
col l ective wi sdom of everyday
wor ki ng fam |ies about what's right
for themin their nei ghborhoods?
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON: Thank you.

PUBLI C SPEAKER BONI LLA:
My name is Mercedes Bonilla. Good
eveni ng menbers of Council. | serve
as the founder of Leverage Econom c
Sol utions, which is a economc
devel opnent organi zation that has
served the state of Pennsylvania and
the city of Phil adel phia as a whol e.
| also serve as one of the newy
el ected executive commttee nenbers
of the NAACP, Phil adel phia Branch
2346B, in which in Phil adel phia we
have nore than one branch.

Cat herine Hicks is our
president. W have 1,400 nenbers in
which we just held the election on
11/ 16 of 2024, whereas only 172
menbers have voted. To turn
attention back to Council nenber
Jeffrey Young' s question, we were
not given any email in reference to
any vote of any 76ers Place. W

were not sent any text nessages and
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I, as a nenber and a | ongtinme nenber
of the NAACP, serving as at |large
menber in many di fferent branches
over this country, | amhorribly --
| stand horribly having to go
agai nst the NAACP right now because
there's a |lot of anbiguity here.

We have not voted and
t here have been neetings that we
have all not been a part of. | am
I n opposition, conpletely, of the
76ers Place as the NAACP
Phi | adel phi a 2346B nenber and
executive comm ttee nenber.

Going into Reed and
Handens pl ans, as well as ot her
pl ans and being a part of traffic
reports, there is no full plan for
Mar ket East and or East Market area.
There are no full plans. There's
not a straightaway plan. There are
not plans that effectively
communi cate port authority plans and

or bridge pl ans.
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| want to recognize the
African American Chanber of Conmerce
of three states, which is stated
Pennsyl vani a, New Jersey, and
Del aware, which in New Jersey | am a
native of. W already have an
African American Chanber of
Commerce. And which now we have
two, given that we have
Pennsyl vani a, New Jersey, and
Del awar e here.

So | do want to recognize
that they did give sonme nunbers, but
those nunbers are skewed by only
contacting or allow ng 100 people
within the organization to speak for
a body of businesses. To preserve
time of this panel, I'll yield ny
time. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:

Excuse ne one second.
The chair recogni zes Counci | menber

Kat heri ne G | nore Ri chardson.
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COUNCI LMEMBER RI CHARDSON:

Thank you. Thank you
very much. Council president, |
just wanted to thank you all, so
much for comng in and for your
testinony, and it's nice to formally
neet you in-person, | didn't realize
that was you, relative to the Tanner
House Preservation, something that
|'ve cared deeply about over the
| ast several years.

And | just have to uplift
sonmeone who's not here, who brought
that entire situation to ne and
real ly hel ped us work through that
chal | enge, which is queen Judith
Robi nson. She brought that
situation in North Phil adel phia to
nmy attention.

We work with our forner
Council President, Darrell d arke,
and together with the support of
this body, we were able to help with

ensuring that we provided, needed

Page 308

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
11/ 20/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

and necessary support for the
preservation for Tanner Househol d.
So | just wanted to thank you all

for those efforts and uplift, in her
absence, queen Judith Robi nson for
the work that she has done for us to
be in this space. Thank you very
much.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
J CHNSON:

Thank you. Please state
your nane for the record and begin
your testinony please.

PUBLI C SPEAKER NUNEZ:
Al right. Thank you. Good
afternoon. M nane is Erika
Guadal upe Nunez and |I'mthe director
of Juntos, a comunity |led Latina
immgrant rights organization in
Sout h Phi | adel phia, fighting for our
ri ghts and against the
crimnalization of our people.

W adamant |y oppose the

construction of an arena in
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Chi nat own, and recognize it not only
as an attack on its inmm grant
comunity, but as an attack on all
I mm grant communities across the
city who have built and transforned
its sectors to serve as thriving
community and cul tural hubs that
speak to the true essence and
resilience of our city. Fromnorth
to south, east and west, we say no
to an arena in Chinatown. There's a
nmovenent phrase in Spanish, [SPAN SH
LANGUACGE] which translates to the
peopl e are not for sale, they're
| oved and def ended.

The attenpts to sell out
Chi natown for the pet project of a
few billionaires will do nothing
nore than rob our city and its
communi ties of the resources we need
to thrive

Frominfrastructure to
operational costs tied to the

stadi um the proposed drain on state
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funding and a tax break that woul d
cost our public schools $7 mllion
annual ly, the 76ers Arena Project is
not hi ng short of a plan to sell out
communities. Instead of this

m squi ded proposal, we need a true
comm tment to fund affordable

housi ng, nmental health services,
schools, libraries, public transit,
and nmuch nore.

The devel opers behi nd
this plan are nmaking false prom ses
about the supposed benefits of this
proposal, and we are calling on you
to open your eyes and keep your
hearts with the people you serve.
Many Latina immgrant comunity
menbers work in Chinatown. W know
that wealthy white team owners are
not considering their well-being
with this proposal. An attack on
Chi nat owmn nmekes all of our
communi ties vulnerable to the beast

of gentrification.
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If you allowthis to
happen i n Chi natown, what keeps
pl aces |ike Calle Nueva safe.

Latina immgrant communities have
simlarly transfornmed the 9th Street
busi ness corridor into what it is
today. How | ong before wealthy
elites eye for another devel opnent
proj ect, robbing decades of
transformati on by our residents both
past and present? | nmm grant
communi ti es have built nei ghborhoods
that serve as vi brant nei ghbors --
net wor ks of care, support, and

cul ture exchange out of necessity.

Pl aces i ke Chinatown are
not accidents of geography. They're
the results of generations of
collected effort by people striving
to create spaces where they can
thrive, find safety and access
critical services and affordable
hones.

The construction of this
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arena will disrupt and dismantle

t hese networks, |eaving thousands of
resi dents vul nerable, not only to
the loom ng threats of political
agendas like Trunp's, but also to
the system c inequalities that

remai n unresolved in our city. Know
this, the Latina immgrant community
does not want an arena in Chi nat own.
W stand in solidarity with its
residents and the broader comunity
until this plan is no nore.

[ SPANI SH LANGUAGE] The people United
wi || never be divided.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
J OHNSON:

State your nane and
record for the record. Please begin
your testinony, sSir.

PUBLI C SPEAKER PI TTS:
Good afternoon, M. Council
President. How you doi ng today?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  |''m doing pretty good,
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M. Pitts?

PUBLI C SPEAKER PI TTS:
Yes. My nane is Shawmar Pitts, and
| represent South Phil adel phia G ays
Ferry nei ghborhood, and |I'm part of
a environnental justice organization
called Philly Thrive. And we've sat
here and we' ve heard a | ot of
testinony today and, you know, it's
hard to see and wi tness what's goi ng
on because this is history in the
maki ng, believe it or not. And |
want to be on the right side of
hi story.

And | know that people
see opportunity and building an
arena in Center City. They see
opportunity there, but at the
expense of comunity that has nade
their life there and that |ived
there. So | don't think it's
appropriate that we even consi der
uprooting and displacing a community

that has |lived there and has a
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hi story there, right?

| don't think we should
even consi der doing sonething to
people like that. And a |ot of
ti mes peopl e ask ne about why woul d

| be in defense of the people in

Chinatown. |It's because when ny
community was displaced, | didn't
like it. | didn't like to see the

gentrification going on in a Point
Breeze section of South Phil adel phia
and in the Grays Ferry section of
Sout h Phil adel phia. | didn't like
it. And | don't think that is
appropriate for that to happen to
anyone. No doubt about it.

| want jobs for ny bl ack
people. | want jobs. Al of the
peopl e that cone and tal k about the
j obs, we can get the jobs, we can
build it anywhere we want. W can
build it anywhere we want. And we
can bring our mnds together to

figure out how do we infuse Market
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East? Wiat should we build in

Mar ket East that's going to be a
good econom ¢ devel opnent in our
city. W got the mnds to do it.

We don't have to
sacrifice the people in Chinatown to
do that. And we don't have to --
and | think that also, you know, |I'm
so glad that, you know, our
Counci | man O Rour ke was here when he
asked about, you know, is it
appropriate to say if you don't
build it here, then I'mjust going
to leave, right? Wll, you know, ny
thingis, if that's all it take for
you to | eave, you wanted to | eave
anyway.

You want to hold us
host age because you can't get your
way right here, you could build it
somewhere else. W could revitalize
Sout h Phi | adel phia where all the
stadiunms are at and build it there,

a new state of the art facility, the
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best in the world. W could build
it right there and it won't displace
anybody in Chi natown. How about

t hat ?

W can cone up with ideas
where it is a wwn-wn. W can do
that, but we got to be willing to do
it. W can't just be on the wong
side of history and do the wong
t hi ngs because the wong things is
done to ny folks all the tine. All
the tine.

And they cone and they
prom se us jobs. And just like the
young lady fromGrl Concrete said,
when you come and you proni se us
jobs and all of that, we skeptical.
And that's a -- that's a
under st at enent, skeptical, because
"' mgoing on your record. | seen
devel opnent in this city that | have
never seen before in the last 10, 15
years with laws in place, 40%

mnority participation and all of
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those things. And we don't get them
jobs. W ain't even getting them
jobs. So I'mgoing on your record.
So all them people in the building
trades, when they cone and say build
it, yeah, | want you to build it
because | want the jobs too, but we
ain't been getting them

W get hired and -- with
that 40% we get hired, and then
within a couple nonths in that job,
that job going to be there for seven
years. They going to be building
seven to 10 years. Wthin a couple
nonths we all laid off. So what
good is it for me if it's going to
be jobs there. Wat good is it for
me, if | go through the
apprenticeshi p program and get the
skills, what good is it for nme if
I"'mnot going to be able to work
because they don't want to spread
that noney out. They don't want ne

counting the noney at the end of the

Page 318

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
11/ 20/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

day.

"' mnot going to work
there seven years, five days a week
with overtinme at $60 an hour as an
el ectrician. They're not going to
al l ow that, they haven't been
allowing it. So why do we think al
of a sudden the Sixers care about us
and they going to give us jobs and
they going to | ook at people Iike ne
and say, we going to give you a
opportunity. Cone on, man, don't do
that to us, man. W ain't that
stupid. Don't do that to us man.
Don't do that to us.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

PUBLI C SPEAKER PI TTS:

Don't use us |ike that
because that's what they doing.
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:

Thank you very -- thank
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you very nmuch for that very
passionate testinony. Thank all of
you. At this nmonent I'mgoing to
acknow edge Counci | nenber Jeffrey J.
Young.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG:
Thank you. | have a question for
Ms. Bonilla. Just, you were
al luding to, | guess, Market East.
Coul d you just, you know, go a
little bit deeper into what you
t hi nk sonme of the current issues are
wi th Market East?

PUBLI C SPEAKER BONI LLA:
Sone of the issues right now, and I
also for the record, I'ma
Pennsyl vani a real estate agent that
deals with comrercial as well as
residential real estate. So for the
record, | did not state earlier that
| am a Pennsylvania real estate
agent that deals with conmercia
real estate as well as residentia

real estate.
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| think sonme of the
I ssues in Market East, that were
touched on earlier prior to our
panel sessions, parking. There are
a lot of, again, you nay step out
for a second, but there's a |ot of
anbiguity when it cones to nunbers.
Peopl e conme here and give testinony
and/ or speak, but they don't
actually have the data in front of
t hem

Each panel they keep
sayi nhg we don't have nunbers, right?
I think the biggest part with not
just Market East as far as the data,
| think it's kind of the problem
here is what's di splayed here about
not giving nunbers here. It's not
sonet hi ng that has been done, but in
econom ¢ devel opnent, we can survey
and actually wite those plans. So
you can't necessarily say -- it's
li ke statistics. The nunbers are

not facts, but you can actually try
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to give an account. | also serve as
well -- | actually aman MBA
candi date at Georgetown University
McDonough.

So | actually deal with
statistics and data all the tine.
So a lot of that's not given here or
they don't have the data to say,
give nme -- can you give ne a second
Counci|l President and or nenbers of
Council, so | can actually give that
-- give that information. So one of
the maj or things again is parking,
as well as those residents that live
her e.

W see people that m ght
be com ng here for coll eges.
Phi | adel phi a, we have sone of the
best colleges in the world, even
though 1'ma native New Jersey, |
live here in Germantown, serve as a
bl ock captain. So I'malso -- |
deal with a lot of -- |I'mthe past

RCO secretary for Baton Hill. So |
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have done a lot in the economc
space. So what | see is that in
Market East, a lot of -- and as
stated before earlier in session,
that the community | eaders are not
i nvolved with planning and they're
not brought to the table. That's
what |'m seeing currently in the
| ay. Uh-oh, Council President, |I'm
sorry.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The chair recogni zes the
gentl eman fromthe 1st Council manic
District. Just for a point of
i nformati on regardi ng, how many
neeti ngs have you had and how | ong
has this process you have been
working on, as it relates to
addressing the issues, as it relates
to the constituents that you
actually represent in the 1st
Council manic D strict, which
i ncl udes the Chinatown comunity.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:
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Thank you, M. President.
W've -- it's been neetings for a
little over two years, on this
process, and w th, Chinatown
community, we had over 32 neetings
whi ch was verified by PCDC in their
testinony of, he said dozens of
neet i ngs.

And we al so have nmet with
not only the Chinatown comunity,
but at | east close to a hundred
meetings altogether wth all the
communi ty stakeholders as far as the
peopl e i nvol ved wi t h WAshi ngt on
West, wth Jefferson Hospital
except the Mdtown Village, and
Center Gty D strict, Reading
Term nal, Convention Center. A Lot
of other stakehol ders that were
there that conpronise the nunber of
neeti ngs and di scussi ons that we' ve
had al ong the way before,
| egi sl ati on was proposed by the

adm ni stration.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  And for the record, what
are the purpose of the neetings that
you were actually having in terns of
you, your staff being there, what
was t he purpose?

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:
To di scuss the chal | enges and
concerns of the nearby residents,
and/ or the support of arena proposal
that was going to be put at the
gallery site between 10th and 1l1lth
and Mar ket .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  And for the record, what
have you done with the actual
I nformation you actually received?

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:

Well, as we received
them we -- as part of the
negoti ations after the |egislation
was proposed, we net with the
Council President's Ofice and the

Mayor's OFfice to go over sone
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changes in that proposal and nodify
-- nodification of the CBA to

i nclude what we call Arena District
and al so to introduce additional,
what we're calling conpanion

| egislation to | ook at cul tural
aspects of Chinatown to create an
overlay and still working on a
proposal for a tax increnental
finance legislation to address the
concerns that we heard during that
pr ocess.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:

And | ast but not | east
for the record, are you willing to
still continue to neet with the
various stakehol ders and groups from
Chi nat owmn and surroundi ng comunity
regarding the actual |egislation
that's proposed for you that you're
actual ly sponsoring?

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:

Yes. W nmet -- we had a
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public neeting as | ate as Monday,
Monday this -- Monday this week --

| ast week. No, Monday this week, we
met to discuss other activities on
the | egislation, other proposals and
possi bl e conprom ses, and have
continued to have neetings wth all

t he stakehol ders, ongoi ng even
through this process. Not only
during this hearing process here,

but during tines when we're not at
thi s hearing.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
J CHNSON:

Al right. Thank you
very nmuch, Counci | menber Mark
Squilla. | want to thank everybody
for your very, very informative and
passi onate testinony. And with that
being said, I'mgoing to ask for
M. Christmas to please call the
next panel.

CH EF CLERK: Chris
Mullins of MG Illin's Ale House, and
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Fergus Carey of Fergus. Please cone
forward

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: State your nane for the
record and pl ease begi n your
testi nony.

PUBLI C SPEAKER CAREY:
Fergus Carey. M nane is Fergus
Carey. | am a business owner in
Phi | adel phia for the last 30 years
or so. | am-- I'malso the
presi dent of the Board of M dtown
Vil lage Merchants Association, and
this is ny associate Chris Miullins
fromMGllin's Ale House, and he is
al so on the board of Mdtown Vill age
Merchants Association. W are here
today. W are -- we are a business
organi zation and we are in favor of
the arena comng into 11th and
Mar ket. We are pro-business and
therefore we felt that it was the
ri ght decision to nake.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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J OHNSON:

That's your testinony.
That was quick. Go ahead, sir.

PUBLI C SPEAKER MULLI NS:

"' mready. Short and
sweet .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Pl ease state your nane.

PUBLI C SPEAKER MULLI NS:
Short and sweet .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Pl ease state your nane.

PUBLI C SPEAKER MULLI NS:
Sur e.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:

Said a whole | ot wthout
sayi ng a whole |ot.

PUBLI C SPEAKER MULLI NS:
Yeah.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: State your nanme for the
record, sir.

PUBLI C SPEAKER MJLLI NS:
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Sure. It's Christopher
Mul l'ins, Jr. Good afternoon and
t hank you for allow ng us the
opportunity to address City Council.
I'"'mthe third-generation owner of
MGIlin's Ade Al e House.
MGIllin's is Philadel phia' s ol dest
tavern. It was founded in 1860 by
Wlliam MG Illin. M grandfather
and his brother purchased MG llin's
in 1958.

And in 1993, with the
openi ng of the Convention Center, ny
parents saw the opportunity for
Center Cty, and decided to purchase
the bar, take it over and, you know,
see where things go. And |'ve been
wi th them since 2006.

The Convention Center
changed the face of Center City,
many for the good. However, there
are still challenges to the
bui | di ng, but at the end of the day

as predicted, it brought thousands
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of out-of-towners and locals into
the core of the city. W renenber
what our nei ghborhood and nust --
much of Center City was |ike, prior
to the opening of the Convention
Center.

It has spurred new
hotels, restaurants, sidewal ks are
filled with visitors, and it's a
much nore vibrant place to be. But
we al so do know that the Convention
Center is not enough to sustain
Center CGity.

For 50 years, we've
wat ched the sl ow decline of Market
Street, where once five depart nent
stores lined the avenue. Macy's is
the last one, and that we hear is
closing too, potentially. News of
G ant closing has rattled our
nerves, and retail, we know
everywhere is in decline. But
what's going to fill Market East

because it's not going to be retail.
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There are so nmany hol es
al ong the bl ocks of -- from6th
Street to 13th al ong Market, and
we' ve been told too many tines over
the years that things will turn
around. Yet we still wait. And
today we're debating over a
privately funded massive project
that will bring mllions of dollars
in revenue to our inner core,
provi de jobs and drive traffic into
an area that swirly needs the
activity.

Plus this project cones
with no private republic financing,
whi ch is unheard of from what |
understand. W realize the effect
on Chinatown is a concern and we
share those concerns, but we know
provi sions can be put in place to
protect this historic neighborhood.
However, the benefit to all of
Center City needs to be consi dered.

As far as traffic goes,
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this weekend we have the

Phi | adel phi a Marat hon. For two
days, traffic is disrupted in all of
Center Gty fromevery corner, and
yet sonmehow |ife goes on and peopl e
take public transportation.

The Fl ower Show affects
nore peopl e per day than the arena
will hold in total -- in total
though it is mtigated by the use of
public transportation. People from
all over the region during that
Fl ower Show cone downt own and enj oy
the highlights the city has to
offer. The city's alive. It's
energi zed and an experience that
peopl e take back to their
comuni ti es and say how wonder f ul

Phi | adel phia is.

This project will not fix
all of our problens, but it will be
a shot inthe arm It'll bring

people into the core instead of

concentrating all of the business in
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Sout h Phil adel phia. The jobs -- the
jobs that this wll bring will also
al l ow cl eaner streets and safer
streets. MW famly, our enployees,
and our community urge you to
support this once in a lifetine
proj ect which our city so sorely
deserves. Thank you so nuch.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
J CHNSON:

Thank you.
Counci | mrember, M ke Driscoll.

COUNCI LMEMBER DRI SCOLL:
Thank you, M. President and
M. Carey and M. Millins, | want to
t hank you for being here. | was in
your industry for 17 years. People
conme in, see your place packed, they
think you're a mllionaire. They
don't realize it's a seven-day a
week proposition, that you have big
payrolls, that you have the
I nsurance goi ng up, governnent's

usual ly com ng after you for how
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many permts you have to pay every
year.

| understand the plate of
the smal |l businessman and |' m j ust
happy that you guys are not only
wor ri ed about your own
establi shnents, that you have this
organi zation that are worried about
ot her establishments in Center City.
It's this working together that I
think is so inportant, that nakes us
the city and nei ghborhoods and the
City of Brotherly Love that sone
woul d argue you to our conpetition.
| would argue that a rising tide
lifts all boats and hopefully this
proj ect can do that.

And | will say this, we
need you over these next couple
years to give us input and
Counci | renber Landau wi ||l be working
wth you wwth regard to 2026. And |
know she's been doing a great job

wth all of the establishnents for
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out door di ni ng, what extended
permts we're going to need for 2026
when we have the FIFA Wrld Cup. So
| just want to tell you, we're not
al ways the eneny. W're here to
hel p. And that when we can be
hel pful over the next coupl e years,
pl ease use us. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON

Thank you. Just for the
record, where are your two
busi nesses | ocat ed?

PUBLI C SPEAKER CAREY:

W' re both in M dtown
Village Merchants, in mddle of
Mdtown Village. Fergie's Pub is at
1214 San Street. MGIllin's is on
Drury Street. W are basically a
spit fromthis place right now

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON

Okay. Al right. Thank

you very nmuch. Well, thank you for
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taking time out of your schedul e and
bei ng here today.

PUBLI C SPEAKER CAREY:
Thank you very nuch.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Last and final panel,
M. Christmas. Can you call the
panel pl ease?

CH EF CLERK: Bobby
Zhang, Lauren Lowe, Yoojin Park and
Davi d Acosta, please conme forward.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
J OHNSON:

Thank you. Just please
state your nanme and begin the
testi nony.

PUBLI C SPEAKER ZHANG
H, my nane is Bobby Zhang. |'mthe
honorary president of the Hoyu
Association in Philadelphia. [|'m
al so the Secretary General of
Pennsyl vani a United Chi nese
Coalition. | immgrated to the

United States in 1982. At that
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time, | was living in Washi ngton,
D.C. | noved to Phil adel phia in
1995.

The CBA introduced by
Counci | menber Squilla is a terrible
one. Chi natown was never consulted,
and it's a pitiful deal for the
entire city. The D.C Chinatown is
on the brink of disappearance. What
happened over there foreshadows what
woul d happen to Phil adel phia's
Chi nat own shoul d the arena get to
bui | d.

The fight of the DC
Chi nat owmn conmuni ty agai nst
di spl acenent intensified after the
Capital One Arena was built.
However, the conmmunity that used to
have t housands of residents now has
only less than 300 remained with
only 15 busi ness owned by -- Asian
owned. And to that city, that was
econoni ¢ death zone with | ow foot

traffic, with dozens of enpty vacant
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busi ness, as well as | angui shing
chain stores.

So | et what happened to
the D.C. Chinatown be a warning.
It's a warning that shows what woul d
happen to a community if a devel oper
were to allow to devel op that
results in displacenent of
residents. And the warning that
once the | ocal business will chase
out, the entire community wll |ose
Its unique characteristic, and what
woul d happen then.

The Chi natown currently
Is in danger. Qur business -- our
community relies on snmall businesses
wi th many of them provide services.
But because of the pandem c, our
comunity have suffered great
effect. Many businesses did not
survive during the pandemc. W saw
many famlies have lost their
lifetime -- |lifelong savings.

I n addi ti on, our
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comunity is facing hate due to the
pandem c. |In 2022, we just started
to recover. Wat we need fromthe
city is support and help. W need
sonmeone to recogni ze the val ue of
our conmunity and support us as we
start to rebuild, especially in the
face of anti-Asian violence.
However, we get this arena, that
will destroy us. It's only silence
fromelected officials in the face
of our concern at their inaction.

This arena can be built
in any place. No matter what is
built, there will be the sane jobs
or even nore when it's built
somewhere else. They already tried
to build one on the waterfront, but
they were rejected. Wiy woul d we
accept a proposal that wll
di sproportionately affect our
comuni ty?

Chi natown is a working

cl ass community of color that has
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been long marginalized. This feels
i ke yet another instance of anti-
Asi an hate. W are still trying to
just survive. Thirty percent of our
restaurant business rely on takeout
and delivery services. Al of our
custoners need to be able to access
Chi natown in an easy nmanner and then
al so need affordabl e parking.

To countl ess Asian
American and inmgrant famly,
Chinatown is not just a place for
dining. [It's our spiritual,
cultural, and historical center.
Qur community won't survive the six
years of construction and Chi nat own
won't even be around to see the
arena open. You cannot mtigate an
exi stential threat. You cannot
offer community benefits that wll
pay for our history, our culture, or
our rel ationshi ps.

The so-call ed econonic

study has ignored the hundreds of
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busi ness, their contribution to the
econony. It also ignores the danger
this small business face. It seens
i ke our pain, our cause, seens to
be neaningless to this city. But
after 150 years of hard work, we
earned the right to stay here. W
are one of the oldest comunities in
this city, and it's also -- it's
al so an indi spensabl e part of the
city's culture and history.

We are calling on al
Phi | adel phi ans, who have a heart to
oppose this project, to support our
community, to show that our
community is a treasure asset of
this city, join us and to fight
agai nst those predatory devel opers.
End this now No arena in
Chi nat own. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.
Pl ease state your nane for the

record and pl ease begi n your
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testi nony.

PUBLI C SPEAKER ACOSTA:
Thank you, President Johnson and
t hank you nenbers of Gty Council
"Il keep ny conments brief because
| know you' ve been here all day. M
name is David Acosta. |'ma poet, a
witer, a conmunity organizer, a
cul tural worker, creator, and a
lifelong resident of the city of
Phi | adel phia. And | amhere to
speak against Bill 24966. |'m part
of the arts and culture community, a
community still reeling fromthe
financial inpact of the COVID
Pandem c.

You need to know that our
t heaters and cul tural venues w |
| ose noney if the arena goes up.
The Wl ma Theater, the Kimrel
Center, all of these theaters and
ot her arts organi zations that bring
in mllions of dollars to the city

every year, will |ose noney because
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the arena's traffic and construction
wi | | black out custoners.
Restaurants will | ose noney. W
can't even afford to fund SEPTA.
How can we afford to pay for this
arena?

You have on your desk a
list of 1,000 signatures from
cul tural workers, creators,
executive directors of cultural
organi zations in the city, and
signatures are still comng in. You
al so have on your desk, a copy of an
ant hol ogy that | had the pl easure of
editing along wth Ma Kang on the
nmeani ng of Chinatown to the 44 poets
who contributed to the anthol ogy,
the ol dest poet being in their late
si xties, the youngest poet being a
9-year-old Chinese Anerican boy.

| think that the arena,
and these people who signed this
petition see their livelihoods as

t hreatened. W know t he econom ¢

Page 344

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
11/ 20/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

study inflated the jobs and revenue
nunbers of the arena. Approving it
woul d destroy thousands of jobs and
replace themwth very little. The
arena al so poses an existenti al
threat to the Gayborhood, Washi ngton
Square West, the Loft District,

anot her near by nei ghbor hoods, O d
City, Queen Village, Bella Vista,
and Hawt horne. The great deal of
the mayor is offering is great only
for 76 Place billionaire devel opers
whose | awers drafted it.

It is a bad deal for the
rest of us and for the cultural
institutions that will be inpacted
t hrough six years of construction
and subsequent gridlock. The
project wll also destroy one of our
city's cultural treasures, Center
City's last remaining working cl ass
conmunity of col or.

History will judge you

harshly if we green light this
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proj ect destroying a cultural
encl ave of great value while
financially harm ng perhaps a
revocabl e i nportant cultura
institutions which nmakes us a cl ass
world city.

To those of you who stand
i n opposition to the building of the
arena, thank you for asking the hard
guestions on behalf of the citizens
you represent. W call on all of

you to exercise true | eadership and

say "no. Support the community's
right to self-determ nation. Honor
Phi | adel phia's identity as a city of
nei ghbor hoods.

In conclusion, finally
consi der the negative inpact this
proposed arena coul d have on the
culinary and gastronom c richness of
our city. People cone to Chi natown
for some of the best Asian food to
be had anywhere in this country.

Many of these are small famly owned
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busi nesses whose survival is
t hreat ened by six years of
construction.

And subsequently, the
rise in affordability for housing
whi ch follows gentrification.

Pl ease say no to this project and
address the real problens inpacting
quality of life for us all. Better
school s, affordabl e housing, clean
streets, and a fully functioning
public transportation system Thank
you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you. Please state
your nane for the record and pl ease
begi n your testinony.

PUBLI C SPEAKER LOWE:
Good evening. M nane is Lauren
Lowe. I'ma witer and a teacher
and a District 3 constituent with
famly roots in Philadel phia's
Chinatown. M father and his six

siblings all grew up in the
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nei ghbor hood, or as we say in

Cant onese, [ CANTONESE LANGUAGE],
born and raised. As |'ve becone an
adul t and noved around for school
and for work, Chinatown and Philly
have al ways remai ned hone. A

| ongti me nmenber of the Phil adel phia
Suns. | now al so coach the girls 14
under team on Saturday nornings at
the Crane Tower.

Now, 71 years old --
sorry for putting your age out there
like that, dad. M father, I|ike
nost fathers, has a |ot of stories,
but there are two days in particul ar
that he recalls with extra clarity.
The first was from Cctober 1976,
when he was at Passing, Sporting
Goods, 8th & Arch, which in a
classic old school Philly Wy did
the uniforns for the professional
teans in the city and the Holy
Redeener School teams where he went

to school. And he found out that
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day that Dr. J was being traded to
the 76ers. W all know how t hat
went .

The other days fromthree
years before that, in August 1973,
he was 20 years old and an early
phone call woke himfromhis sister.
They're trying to knock down Holy
Redeener. She said, you have to get
over there. It was raining |ight
that norning. He phoned his best
friend, grabbed his sister's w de
burn hat and sprinted to 10th
Street.

Bul | dozers had al ready
begun denvolishing row honmes while
t he nei ghborhood was still sl eeping.
W thout hesitation, he clinbed to
top a nountain of rubble with his
friend and nei ghbors. You've
probably seen that photo, if you're
famliar with the Vine Street
Expressway fight. 1It's black and

white and there's the small
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determ ned group staring down
cranes, a banner beside them
readi ng hones, not hi ghways.

To this day, ny father
actually doesn't consider him an
activist, though |I've spent many
occasions trying to pin the title on
him W don't always share the sane
politics, and | kept thinking this
was a place where we could overl ap,
and | could get himto admt that |
was right about sonething. But as
|'ve gotten older, |I've started to
see his point of viewand really
appreciate. Can you inmagi ne how
much you nust |ove a place to put
your body on the line |ike that?
This is ny |ineage.

' m speaking to you today
wi th equal parts pride and pain.
It's an incredi ble opportunity to
advocate for our community al ongside
our elders, and yet |I'malso

frequently aware of how often
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they've had to do this over and over
again in the course of their
lifetimes. I'malso aware that this
fight is not just about Chinatown.
It's a fight that's held over and
over in lowincome communities
across the city and in nei ghborhoods
of col or.

At the sane tine, when
the Vine Street Expressway fight was
happening in that sane era, there
were so-call ed Urban Renewal
Projects that raised the Bl ack
Bot t om nei ghborhood in the 60s, and
where university adjacent
devel opnment continues to drive
di spl acenent at an increasingly
rapi d pl ace today.

To the note about
communi ty neetings wth Chinatown, |
would just like to flag that while |
appreciate the very specific nunber
of fered by Council man Squilla about

32 neetings. PCDC was actually here
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yesterday and John Chin remai ns on
record standing in opposition to
this arena. And furthernore, he
said that while they've had many
conversations, the current CBA
actually does not reflect anything
close to what's been di scussed about
what ' s needed for Chinatown's

prot ecti ons.

Sol'd like to just
rem nd everyone of the axiom It's
not about quantity, it's about
quality. And while you may be in
neetings often, which in the | ast
year or two years, we've only
received 72 hours' notice, | think
the last one we found out about on
Thursday or Friday for a Mynday
neeting, are you actually |istening
to us or thenf

Finally, 1'mstruck by
this building slogan that we often
hear. | can get with a good chant.

| grew up playing sports. But what
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are we conmtted to building? Are
t hey flashy devel opnents that

prom se a quick fix silver bullet
solution wth nearsighted prom ses
of revitalization? Are we commtted
to building up our communities

t hrough serious investnent and
engagenent and | ong-term

conpr ehensi ve vi sions for planning?
| fear the loom ng scale the
proposed arena has prematurely
narrowed the conversation about
what's possible there, not only for
the future of Market East, but for
the city as a whol e.

Faci ng school cl osures,
accepted death spiral, affordable
housing crisis, and a gun viol ence
epidemc. It is true that we need
real change, and that does include a
re-imagi ning of the bl ocks al ong
Mar ket East. But do we really
believe that a few billionaire

owners, who by the way, are
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responsible for a star-filled roster
that's two and 11 right now and
hasn't made it out of the second
round in many, nany years, are
really the best that we have to
of fer.

As we approach the
bi centennial in 250 years of
Phi | adel phia, we have to ask
ourself, what will our |egacy be?
What do you want the city's | egacy
to be in another 250 years? And
per haps nore pressingly here for
Counci| today, what will your role
be in creating that |egacy?

| do believe, perhaps
nai vely that a better, nore
equitable city is possible for all
Phi | adel phi ans. These don't have to
just be enpty words that we're
exchangi ng here. You can take
action, you can vote against the
arena, you can put forth a real

request for proposals and bring
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comunity stakeholders to the table
t hroughout the process to help drive
the process. W just need the
courage, vision, and col |l aboration
to fight for the city we want.

Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

PUBLI C SPEAKER PARK:
Good afternoon or rather evening.

My nane is Yoojin Park. 1'ma
soci al worker, Tenple grad and queer
performer. | performas the only
Asian king in the city and was
recogni zed for ny art and activism
in PGN s nost influential queer
communi ty | eaders.

In addition to starting
my own non-profit for Queer Youth of
Color, I'"'malso a part of No Arena
Gaybor hood, a conmunity group nmade
by and for queer people cityw de who
are in solidarity wth Chinat own.

W' re backed by al nost 2,000 queer
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folks fromall over Geater
Phi | adel phi a that have si gned our
petition against the arena. W
support Chi natown and al |
comuni ties harmed by predatory
devel opnent .

| want to tal k about two
mai n t hings today; |ocal history and
| ocal denobcracy. |'Il start with
the history. Qhers have given
exanpl es of predatory devel opnent in
Philly, but no one's nentioned yet
how Chi natown and the gay were
practically connected once and how
predatory devel opnment harnmed both

" mtal king about the
Convention Center, which displaced
Chinatown famlies and erased an
entire group of Bl ack-owned gay
busi nesses on Filbert and Arch. W
still deal with a lot of racismin
t he Gayborhood, and a huge part of
the reason is that half of it was

literally erased.
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Queer people of color are
pushed out tinme and tine again.
This nmonth, two mnority owned and
ori ented Gayborhood busi nesses got
priced out. It's not a coincidence
that both these owners of these
busi nesses oppose the arena because
they know what it's |like to have to
fight for space and capital as a
mnority wwthin a mnority. It's
not surprising when you hear ot her
peopl e tal k about the Gayborhood or
try tocall it Mdtown Village
wi t hout actually ever engaging wth
queer fol ks of color or our
per f or mance comunity.

Level Up, ny hone bar and
the only Bl ack owned bar in the
nei ghbor hood i s cl osing next nonth.
That loss is nore tangible to ne
t han anyone el se here because I'min
the chain reaction. Ken is |osing
his space in the Gayborhood. The

fol ks working for himare |osing
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their jobs. |I'mlosing ny hone bar
and so many show opportunities, and
once again, we're | osing precious
rare community space for queer folks
of color. In 2020, M dwood

Devel opnent, who destroyed the 12th
Street gym first whitewashed the
mural of Goria Cassar in the mddle
of the night w thout any consent
fromthe comunity.

They al so made prom ses
about preserving a cultural treasure
and proposed a so-called Public Art
Bonus to appease people. And of
course didn't keep the prom ses.
Doesn't that give you deja vu? Just
i ke M dwood, this arena devel oper
doesn't care about a denocratic
process with the community. They
don't even talk to us.

Their idea of comunity
benefits is stuff |like free
basketbal | tickets for the sane

school district that has to cl ose
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school s doesn't have AC, and
literally kids are breathing in
asbestos, but they're about to get a
$400 mllion tax break.

W don't expect a self-
i nterested devel oper to have a
denocratic process. They don't work
for the taxpayers, but Gty Counci
does. And you shoul d be working on
urgent things |like schools and SEPTA
and you should be the strongest
guardrail ensuring a denocratic
process.

But i nstead, we have an
undenocratic process to the point
where you're physically silencing
free speech. |'mtal king about what
happened here on Cctober 24th, as
you may know fromthe ACLU s warni ng
| etter yesterday. Al right. Two
cops on behalf of Cty Counci
dragged Debbi e way out of here. She
told you about it, but | was there

t 00.
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| followed themto
docunment it on video. And as |
joined themon -- and as | joined
them on the el evator, one cop,
literally, hit me w thout any verbal
war ni ng. The other cop pulled out a
baton and swung it at ne twice. Al
for comng here as a citizen of
Phi | adel phia and to use ny first
amendnent right for free speech.

| cane here again today
to testify in front of you all with
no guarantee that ny safety woul d be
protected today. This is just to
show how undenocratic this arena
process has becone. You literally
have -- you literally are
manhandl i ng a 67-year-old wonman.
And | just -- | just wanted to cone
here and ask you, what kind of
precedent are you trying to set the
arena aside? Do the people of
Phi | adel phia really feel safe to

cone in here and share their
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opi ni on?

It took a | ot of courage
for me to cone here, to cone back
into these four walls and into this
room And | really think that you
all should think about that and
t hi nk about the 70% of Phil adel phi a
that really does not want this
arena. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON

Thank you for your
testinony. Any questions or
comments from nmenbers of the
commttee? Hearing none. This
concl udes the business for the
Comm ttee of the Whol e today.

| recogni ze Counci |l man
Mark Squilla for a notion to recess
the public hearing to Thursday,
Novenber the 21st, 2024 at 6:00 p. m

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:
So noved.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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J OHNSON:

It has a noving, properly
seconded that the Commttee of the
Whole will be recessed until
Thur sday, Novenber the 21st at
6:00 p.m Al those in favor
signify by saying aye.

Counci | renbers: Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
J CHNSON:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it. The
nmotion carries that the Commttee of
t he Whol e stands in recess until
Thur sday, Novenber the 21st, 2024 at
6: 00 p. m

Thank you everybody for
your participation.

(Proceedi ngs concl uded.)
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