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COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Today is
Wednesday, Decenber 7, 2022. W're on
the Commttee of Finance. Good
nmorning. Before we get into the
public hearing, | wll make the
foll om ng announcenents:

Due to the continued threat
of public health fromCOVID- 19, City
Council Commttees are currently
neeting renotely. W' re using
M crosoft Teans to nake these renote
heari ngs possible. Instructions for
how t he public may view and offer
public testinmony of public hearings of
Council -- I'msorry. | had alittle
technical difficulty.

Modest o, can you hear ne?

COUNCI L SUPPORT:  Yes, | can,
M. Chair.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you.

COUNCI L SUPPORT: You're
wel cone.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Due to
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the continued threat of public health
fromCOVID-19, City Council Conmttees
are currently neeting renotely. W
are using Mcrosoft Teans to nake

t hese renote hearings possi bl e.

I nstructions for how the
public may view and offer public
testinony at public hearings of
Council Commttees are included in the
public hearing notices that are
publ i shed in The Daily News, |nquirer
and Legal Intelligencer prior to the
heari ng and can al so be found on
PHLCouncil.com | now note that the
hour has cone.

M. MMnagle, wll you
pl ease call the roll to take
attendance. Menbers that are in
attendance will please indicate that
you are present when your nanmes are
called. Al so, please say a few brief
words so that your inmage wll appear
on the screen.

Al so for the record,

Counci | wonman Lozada was al so appoi nt ed
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to the Commttee of Finance for today.

M . MMnagl e.

THE CLERK: Good nor ni ng.
Counci | woman Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Good
nmor ni ng, M. Chairman and col | eagues.
| am present.

THE CLERK: Counci |l man Jones.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Counci | worman
Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: Good
nmorni ng, M. Chairman. Good norning
all. Excited to be here --

THE CLERK: Council man Ch --
sorry.

COUNCI LMAN OH: Good nor ni ng,
Chair. Good norning, colleagues. |
al so amhere. | too amexcited to be
her e.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Squi I | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Good
norni ng. Present.

THE CLERK: And, Council man
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Jones, one nore tine.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Counci | man Jones is trying to log in.
He will be on shortly.

THE CLERK: You have a
guorum M. Chair.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you. A quorumof the Conmttee i s now
present and the hearing is now called
to order. This is a public hearing on
the Comm ttee of Finance regarding
Bill No. 220938.

Before we read the title of
the bill, we're just going to
clarify -- 1'lIl let M. MNMonagle read
the title of the bill and then ||
make a coment before we start to hear
it.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 220938,
aut horizing the Director of Comrerce
and the Director of Finance to enter
I nto anendnents to nmulti-year
agreenents with the Phil adel phia
Aut hority for Industrial Devel opnent,

PAI D, the Phil adel phi a Redevel opnent
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Aut hority, fornmerly known as the
Redevel opment Authority of the Gty of
Phi | adel phia, PRA, and other parties
as necessary concerning the parking
garage project constructed as part of
the overall Market Street East Gallery
Il Redevel opnent Project, including an
addi ti onal anendnent to the agreenent
between the Gty and PAI D, as anended,
originally authorized by Bill No. 546
approved June 15, 1993, and further
aut horizing the Director of Commerce
and the Director of Finance, where
necessary or prudent, to enter into
ancillary agreenents with any or all
of PAID, PRA, Paranetric Garage
Associ ates, a new |l ender to
Paranetric, and other parties under
certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you, M. MNMonagl e.

Bef ore we begin hearing
testinony fromw tnesses we have for
today, | first want to state that

t here has been sone conmmunication with
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my office on this legislation, and we
will be anending the | egislation on
the parts of this ordinance that
pointed to a possible striking of
Filbert Street. That will lead to
confusion. This ordi nance was part of
a current striking or a future
striking or sonething to do with a
possi bl e ordinance for a new arena in
that area. That | anguage is being
stricken fromthis |egislation.

And so, the purpose of this
| egislation is still, as we received
this Admnistration Bill, to just
refinance the garage. So just for
clarity, we wanted to nake that note
as we go into the hearing.

So everyone who has been
invited to the neeting to testify
shoul d be aware that this public
hearing is being recorded. Because
the hearing is public, participants
and vi ewers have no reasonabl e
expectation of privacy. By continuing

to be in the neeting, you are
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consenting to being recorded.

Additionally, prior to
recogni zi ng Menbers for the questions
and comments they have for w tnesses,
| will note for the record at this
timte we will use the chat feature
avai l able on M crosoft Teans to all ow
Menbers to signify they wish to be
recogni zed. In order to conply with
t he Sunshine Act, the chat feature
must only be used for that purpose.

M. MMnagl e, can you pl ease
call the panel we have to testify this
norning for the first bill

THE CLERK: |'m sorry about
that. Can we pl ease have Jacquel i ne
Dunn.

Cl TY TREASURER DUNN. Good
nor ni ng.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Good
norni ng. Just state your nane for the
record and you can proceed wth your
testimony. Thank you.

Cl TY TREASURER DUNN:. Thank

you, Chair. Good norning, Chair
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Squilla and nenbers of the Finance
Commttee. M nane is Jackie Dunn,
City Treasurer. And with ne are Anne
Nadol , Commerce Director and Anne
Fadul | on, Director of Planning and
Devel opment. |'mhere today to
testify on the anended Bill 220938.
This bill authorizes the
Director of Comrerce and Director of
Fi nance to enter into anended nulti -
year agreenents wi th the Phil adel phi a
Aut hority for Industrial Devel opnent
or PAID, the Phil adel phi a
Redevel opnent Authority or PRA
Paranetri c Garage Associ ates and
Paranetric's senior |lenders to permt
Paranetric to privately refinance its
senior debt related to the parking
garage located within the overall
Mar ket Street East Gallery Il site.
By way of background,
Paranetric Garage Associates built the
garage at 11th and Filbert Streets in
1983 adjacent to the Gallery Mall in

order to satisfy the | ead tenant

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
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JC Penney's m ni num par ki ng
requirement. At the tine, the City
acted as a surety for bondhol ders
ensuring tinmely paynment of debt
service to bondhol ders with an
agreenent by Paranmetric to repay the
Cty any anounts advanced pl us

i nterest out of future years'
ear ni ngs.

Thr ough 1997 when the | ast
surety paynents were nmade, the City
was owed alnost 17 million. By 2012,
the Gty was owed over 50 mllion,

i ncluding principal and interest. In
2012, Paranetric obtained private
financing to pay off the renaining
bonds, and the transaction was
restructured so that the garage could
continue to operate. The City could
be repaid approximately 13 mllion of
what was owed and the City received
operati onal concessions from
Parametric in exchange for the Gty's
agreenent to subordinate the bal ance

of its debt to a new senior | ender.
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Currently Paranetric Garage
has approxinmately 13.9 mllion in
out st andi ng seni or debt, which is
privately held. Additionally, the
City is in a subordinate position for
two notes: Secured Note A, which is
worth approximately $11.9 mllion,
Unsecured Note B, which is worth
approximately $52 mllion, including
principal and interest.

Paranmetri c nakes paynents
toward t he outstandi ng bal ance of
t hese notes when sufficient net
revenues are avail able. The
agreenents authorized by the bill in
front of the Conmttee today woul d
permt a new |l ender to repay
Paranetric's senior debt, would permt
the CGty's debt to remain in a
subordi nate position to such a senior
| ender, would permt the extension of
the termof the lease and the Gty
debt by 10 years and woul d all ow t he
City to make other nodifications to

t he | oan docunents to secure the
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City's subordinate debt in order to
carry out the transaction that has
been requested by Paranetric.

As Paranetric requires the
City and the PRA's approval to
refinance its private senior debt, the
City's debt is in a secondary position
to the senior debt and as such, this
bill would preserve the val ue of what
Is owed to the Gty for future
repaynent by Paranetric or successor
entity or in the event that the garage
Is ever sold for fair market val ue.

Due to the tine-sensitivity
surroundi ng the closing of the
refinancing of Paranmetric senior debt,
we are requesting that the rul es of
Counci | be suspended to allow for
first reading of the ordinance at the
next session of Council. This
concl udes ny testinony and | am happy
to answer any questions that Council
may have.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank

you so much for your testinony. And

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
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just for clarity, to nmake sure that

t he anendnent that we introduced today
does not affect the ability for the
refinancing of this garage, correct?

Cl TY TREASURER DUNN:

Correct, we support the renoval of the
entire section too as it is unrel ated
to this transaction.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Ckay.
Thank you so nuch for that and
appreci ate that.

Are there any other questions
from menbers of the Commttee?

COUNCI LMAN JONES:

M. Chairman, | just want to be
recogni zed as present.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you, Council nenber Jones. For the
record, Council nmenber Jones is
present.

If there's no ot her questions
for this panel, M. MMonagle, can you
pl ease need the next person to
testify.

THE CLERK: Good norni ng,

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
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M. Chair. Can we please have Robin
Hyni cka fol |l owed up by Jonat han

Wal dman, if you woul d pl ease be ready,
and Zu Lin.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Robi n,

I f you want to -- sorry about that.
Robi n, just state your nanme for the
record and you can proceed with your
testi nony.

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Robin's
not avail abl e.

M. MNMbnagl e, can you pl ease
call the next to testify.

THE CLERK: Jonat han Wal dman,
pl ease.

MR. WALDMAN:  Yes. Cood
nor ni ng.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Good
norning. Just state your nane for the
record and you can proceed. Thank
you.

MR. WALDMAN:  Thank you. My
name is Jonathan Waldman. |'ma

| ongti me resident of Chinatown and a

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
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Co- f ounder of CCOCA, which is the
Concerned Citizens of Chinatown
Association. | met nmy wife in

Chi nat own 36 years ago, and Chi nat own
plays a vital role in our lives as
wel | as those of our daughters and
other famly nenbers.

My wife volunteers in the
community here. My children practice
their Chinese | anguage and culture
here. W shop for groceries here that
we can't get el sewhere and we visit
friends and famlies' hones,
restaurants and shops here for fun and
soci al i zi ng.

My wife and children can feel
safe and confortable here, free to
speak their |anguage, practice their
culture, socialize with others having
simlar experiences, backgrounds and
values. So the Chinese community
really nmeans the world to nme and this
bill, which was rushed through in
secrecy w thout any conmmunity heads-

up, denonstrates that there's no

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
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regard for the voice of the Chinatown
comrunity in determ ning our
nei ghbor hood' s future.

This bill, that Section 2,
woul d have had a maj or inpact on
Chi natown and |i ke the arena process,
was conducted in secrecy and secret
meetings and neetings by invitation-
only, nmeetings with select groups and
commttees who say they represent
Chi nat own, but absolutely do not
represent Chinatown. No inpact
studi es were done. No environnental,
econom c or traffic inpact studies
have been done.

Ful I inpact studies nust be
performed before this bill and future
bills like this one are consi dered.
We who live in Chinatown do not want
the arena. W're not on the fence
about it. W're not neutral to
positive about the arena. W' re not
i nterested in CBAs or negotiating with
t he devel opers.

The devel opers are trying to

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
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buy their way into the Chinatown
community, and we will not stand for
it. W' re absolutely opposed to the
arena. The devel opers keep coning
into the conmunity trying to gaslight
our residents and gasli ght

Phi | adel phians in general. W're
tired of hearing fromthe devel opers
and we're tired of seeing themin

Chi nat own.

W don't want the arena under
any circunstances, conditions or
benefits agreenent. W don't need
nore neetings. W don't want the
devel opers com ng back into Chinat own
anynore. Please vote against this
bill and other bills like it to help
prevent the destruction of Chinatown,
our homes, businesses, famlies and
cul ture. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you so nmuch for your testinony.

M. MMonagl e, can you read
the next person to testify.

THE CLERK: Can we pl ease

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
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have Xu Lin.
(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Xu, if
you're avail able, just state your nane
and t hen proceed.

THE CLERK: Can we pl ease
have Ell en Sonekawa. | apologize if |
pronounced that wong.

M5. SOVEKAWA:  Hello. | am
El l en Sonekawa. |'mthe Executive
Director of Folk Arts-Cultural
Treasures Charter School. |[|'ve worked
i n Chinatown for 34 years. Chinatown
is where ny two children went to
school, where ny son learned to |ion
dance and still Iion dances every New
Year .

Chinatown i s where 26 years
ago we started the M d-Autum
Festival, one day a year when
t housands of people claim 10th Street
and cel ebrate our community. Many of
us grew up our whole lives being nade
to feel ashaned of who we are as Asian

people. The festival is a way of
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rai sing our young people not with a
sense of shane, but one of pride.

Over 250 youth nake the
festival happen each year and now
generati ons of young peopl e have cone
up frombeing toddlers at the festival
to being its organizers. These
bel oved traditions and institutions
t hat have taken us decades and
generations to build are threatened by
the whins of billionaire devel opers
who assune they can cone into any
community and inpose their will on us.

|f you facilitate the
destruction of this neighborhood, you
must know that it cannot be repl aced.
Counci | man Squilla, you went with us
to see the wasteland that is now
D.C.'s Chinatown. You would have no
excuse. This would be a preneditated
crime. | feel betrayed by our City
| eaders for sneaking the striking of
Filbert Street into this unrel ated
bill rather than standing up with the

peopl e of Chinatown to defend our
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pricel ess conmmunity agai nst these
pr edat or s.

Peopl e who are elected to
serve us seemto be conspiring with
t he devel opers to grease the wheels
for the approvals they need. The 76
Devcorp devel opers have been
secretive, untrustworthy and
under handed since they first announced
their project. It feels as if our
City officials are considering doing
their bidding in the sanme secretive,
untrustworthy and under handed manner.
| hope you will prove me wwong. Thank
you for striking Section 2 of the
bill.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you all for your testinony. And just
for clarity's sake, there was no --
fromwhat | understand, there was no
| anguage in this bill that struck any
street. Fromwhat it seened to ne was
that if there was sonmething in the
future that would have it, then they

woul d have to work on that at that
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tinme.

There was no striking being
done and there was no arena
| egi sl ati on being introduced in that
section, but we did renove that
section because of sone of the
concerns we heard after the bill was
I ntroduced, and working with the
Adm ni stration have agreed to that.

So that's just for clarity. Thank you
all for your testinony.

M. MMnagl e, please read
the next person to testify.

THE CLERK: Can we pl ease
have Col een Young.

M5. YOUNG Good norning. My
nanme is Coleen Young. M famly has
deep roots in Chinatown since the
1940s and has remai ned in Chi nat own
since, participating in the schools,
associ ations, community, working in
restaurants and establ i shing
busi nesses in Chinatown. MW famly
continues to be active in Chinatown as

have |, by volunteering weekly in the

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
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1 community.
2 What | | ove about Chi nat own
3 isthat it is a gateway for each new
4 generation of Chinese inmmgrants that
5 arrive to settle seamessly into a
6 comunity that has its culture, food,
/7 traditions and | anguage. Chi nat own
8 creates opportunities for these
9 non-English-speaking imm grants to be
10 contributors within a thriving vibrant
11 community. It is also a sanctuary for
12 all those outside of Chinatown to
13 convene, socialize and imerse inits
14 ] ocal foods, shopping and cul ture.
15 This bill was introduced for
16 a hearing wthout the community's
17 know edge despite pronises to
18 proactively engage and conmuni cat e
19 wth the Chinatown comunity. This
20 bill appears to be a secretive
21  backdoor deal to facilitate the
22 groundwork for the arena. The arena
23 process has been shady and shrouded in
24  the secrecy behind cl osed doors
25 talking with the selected few who do
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not represent the whole community
despite the inpression of words
t hey' ve conveyed to the devel opers.

| ' m opposed to the arena.
The majority of the Chinatown
community is unequivocally opposed to
the arena. W are not neutral. W
are not indecisive. Chinatown
resi dents have resisted this type of
devel opnment for decades starting with
t he proposed stadiumin 2000, the
casino in 2008 and now the arena. W
have fought for a right to exist and
to be in control of what occurs in our
nei ghborhood. W will not let big
devel opers with self-interest
j eopardi ze Chinatown's historical
roots and vi brant conmmunity and
facilitate its gentrification.

Chi nat own has fl ourished and
grown on its own for over 150 years.
Pl ease vote against this bill so that
It does not advance the devel opnent of
an arena to destroy Chinatown and its

surroundi ng areas. Thank you.
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COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Al
right. For clarity, again | know
everybody's testifying on that. But
this does not have anything to do with
the arena. W struck any | anguage
that may have reflected a possible
interest in the future arena there,
but we will continue to allow
testinony on that, just noting that
this does not have a legislation to do
with an arena. So thank you.

M. MMnagl e, please read
the nane of the next person to
testify.

THE CLERK: Can we pl ease
have Amanda Chan.

M5. CHAN. Hello. M nane is
Amanda Chan and | amw th VietLead. |
am al so a resident of the 19107, but |
am speaking for ny grandfather, his
friends and his neighbors, all of whom
wer e Chi nat own residents who have been
living within a block of 10th and
Filbert for the |ast 65 years.

None of us are in support of
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the new arena. None of us have ever
been invited to any conversations or
meeti ngs about any redevel opnent pl ans
until now. This process has been
excl usi onary, inaccessible and flat-
out shady. So thank you to orgs |ike
APl PA and AAU for including us.

When ny grandpa and his
friends get together at the Friends
Seni or Care Center on 9th and Arch,
they tal k about their day with a | ot
of worry and concern. They worry
about the grandchildren having to
cross streets and the expressway
during Center City rush hour in order
to get hone fromschool. They cal
their famlies to nmake sure that
everyone is hone by 6:00 to avoid the
| oud crowds and drunk groups fromthe
Convention Center in Center City.

They worry about their
famlies being able to afford housing
next year as gentrification continues
to raise rent prices. Every day they

have safety concerns |ike these that
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exi st because of the devel opnent that
has al ready happened in and around
Chi natown, and we have all had to
revol ve our lives around it, nentally
physically, and enotionally.

They all agree that this
redevel opnent is going to nmake
Chi nat own even nore unsafe for their
famlies and we all strongly oppose
agai nst the arena and agai nst any
shady redevel opnent bills that are not
transparently presented to the
community that will be nost affected
by it.

Qur grandparents are al
wor ki ng-cl ass elderly folks in their
80s who have been in Chi nat own and
lived in Philly for the nmajority of
their lives. They too are al
affected by the noise and crowds and
i ncreased COVID risk to their
famlies. But what really keeps them
up at night are their concerns for
ot her people and their comunity,

whi ch are concerns that have yet to be
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shared or expressed by Council nenbers
or the corporate billionaire
devel opers |i ke David Adel nan.

Pl ease make sure that any
bills in the future that inpact
Chi natown residents are first brought
to Chinatown residents. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you for your testinony.

M. MMbnagl e, please read
the title for the next speaker.

THE CLERK: Ronal d G bboni,
pl ease.

MR GBBONI: Hello. MW nane
Is Ronald. | graduated from Tenpl e
Uni versity. The peopl e of
Chi nat own - -

THE CLERK: Can we pl ease
have - -

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Hol d on,
hold on, M. MMonagle. Ronald is
speaki ng.

Ronal d, you're breaking up a
little bit. [If you want to just state

your name again for the record and
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t hen you can proceed.

MR GABBONI: Sure. M nane
Is Ronald. |'mrepresenting the
peopl e of Phil adel phia in Chi natown --

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Ronal d,
Ronald. | don't know if you can hear
us --

MR. G BBONI: Hello?

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Yeah.
Pl ease state your |ast nane.

MR G BBONI: Ch, ny |ast
name is G bboni, Gi-b-b-o0-n-i.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Thank
you. Pl ease proceed.

MR. G BBONI: Ckay. So
there's only one Chinatown in
Phi | adel phia and the Friendship Gate,
and the surroundi ng bl ocks of business
are a beautiful part of this town.
And this bill is bad because it was
under handed and qui etly and quickly
done to progress the plans of
billionaires and to gi ve Chi nat own
residents little to no time to react

or respond, and the people in
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Chi natown in Phil adel phia don't want
this stadium

It's a historically
signi ficant nei ghborhood and the
nei ghbor hood al so has faced a | ong
history of fighting off billionaires'
devel opnent like this. And the bil
shoul d not be voted for. A stadiumis
not worth the destruction of a
hi storically significant nei ghborhood.
Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you. Thank you for your testinony.

M. MMonagl e, please read
t he next person to testify.

THE CLERK: Can we pl ease
have Et han Franz.

MR, FRANZ: Hel |l 0?

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Et han,
pl ease proceed. State your nane for
the record and proceed wth your
testi nony.

MR FRANZ: H. Hows it
going? M nane is Ethan Franz and |'m

affiliated with APl PA. Yeah, so |
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1 just wanted to say that, like, the
2 overall, like, the way this has been
3 done, it's been very -- it feels |like
4 there's a blatant disregard for, I|ike,
5 Chinatown residents and their
6 livelihoods and, like, definitely a
7 lack of enpathy for Chinatown
8 residents, especially, like, you know,
9 COVIDwasn't -- it was only two years
10 ago and peopl e and busi nesses are
11 still, you know, trying to get past
12 that.
13 And it just feels, like, wth
14 everything being done, it shows, I|iKke,
15 people of wealth, they have a sense of
16 entitlenent and they just feel |ike
17 they can just toss their noney around
18 and then just, you know, for the best.
19 And just wanted to say that, |ike, the
20 surreptitious nature in which, |ike,
21 all of these things have been
22 happening, it really just shows that
23  they just don't care about Chinatown
24  residents.
25 And, you know, and doing a
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| ot of canvassing nyself for people,
and a | ot of people do not want the
stadium Just anecdotal |y speaking,

| i ke, the majority of people that |'ve
spoken to are either unaware that it's
happeni ng or just outright do not want
It. So | just wanted to, yeah,
express ny disdain for the overall way
that this has been done. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you for your testinony.

M. MMnagl e, can you pl ease
read the nane of the next person to
testify.

THE CLERK: | apologize if |
m spronounce this. Hongyu Wei.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: M. Wi,
If you're avail able, state your nane.

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:

M. MMnagle, wll you read the next
person.

THE CLERK: Can we pl ease
have Hannah Sassaman.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Hannabh,
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If you' d like to state your nane for
the record and proceed with your
t esti nony.

M5. SASSAMAN. Did you cal

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Hannah?

M5. SASSAMAN:  This is
Hannah. Can you hear ne?

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Yes,
yes. State your nane for the record
and proceed with your testinony.

M5. SASSAMAN:  Good nor ni ng.
My nanme i s Hannah Sassaman and | am
t he Executive Director of People's
Tech Project, and |I've worked at 10th
and Arch or 10th and Cherry rat her
since before the pandemc. W've
rented an office there.

And what | | ove about
Chinatown is that the businesses there
are incredibly vibrant. Just there's
so much activity on the streets. M
children conme and visit ne, you know,
after school and they're big fans of

the Tito store, the Sanrio store.
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"Il eat a KC s Pastries pineapple bun
any day of the week. This is a

vi brant |iving nei ghborhood in the

m ddl e of Phil adel phia that is

absol utely precious.

And while | know that you
struck the clause that was focusing on
starting to pave the way for the
arena, it was just conpletely not
above board to be in comunication
with the businesses, comunities,
school s and nei ghbor hoods of Chi nat own
about that work.

And so, |'m agai nst any
| egi sl ati on that doesn't have the full
and engaged participation of the
Chi nat own conmuni ty about devel opnent
on its borders. And please don't
hesitate to contact ne with any
guestions or concerns. Thank you so
much.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Hannabh,

t hank you so nmuch for your testinony.

M. MMbnagl e, can you pl ease

read the next person to testify.
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THE CLERK: Can we pl ease
have Benjam n She.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Ben,
state your nane for the record and
t hen proceed with your testinony.

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
M. MNMbnagle, can you please read the
next person to testify.

THE CLERK: How about Debora
Kodi sh.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Ms. Kodish, if you're connected.

M5. KODI SH: |'m Debora
Kodi sh, Foundi ng Director of the
Phi | adel phi a Fol kl ore Project and a
Co-founder of the Folk Arts-Cul tural
Treasures Charter School in Chinatown.
There's maj or decisions to be nade
about the future of our Cty. They
shoul dn't be nmade by way of |ies,
subt er fuge when no one is | ooking.

The sel f-pl anni ng shows the
true character of devel opers who can't

and won't face scrutiny about the real
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1 harmthat will be done. This bill is
2 originally witten totally
3 disrespecting the magjority of
4  Chinatown residents who absolutely do
5 not want an arena and a di sregard of
6 the w de support Chi natown has anong
7 people who | ove the place.
8 This bill as originally
9 witten paved the way for advancing a
10 pmmjor disruptive project in the heart
11 of Phil adel phia wi thout any serious
12 attention to the harm \Were's the
13 solid unbiased environnental, cultural
14  and econom c assessnent that shows the
15 true inpact of major devel opnent on
16 historic and treasured communities. |
17 say no to the bill as originally
18 witten and no to an arena that woul d
19 irreparably damage Chi nat own, one of
20 the fewremaining vital communities of
21 color in Center GCty, Philadel phia and
22 one of the few vital Chinatowns on the
23 East Coast, the Phil adel phia gem W
24  should be putting our energies into
25 protecting and preserving Chi nat own,
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1 not nmaking it easier for billionaires
2 looking to profit. Thank you.
3 COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Agai n,
4 just for clarity, thank you for your
5 testinony, this bill does not pave a
6 way for an arena and does not allow an
7 arena to be built or even the | anguage
8 that we struck allow that or allowed a
9 striking.
10 M. MNMbnagl e, can you pl ease
11 call the nane of the next person to
12 testify.
13 THE CLERK: Can we pl ease
14 have Sirun Chan.
15 COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Si run,
16 if you're available, state your nane
17 and proceed with your testinony.
18 (No response.)
19 COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  If
20 you're not connecting, M. MNMbnagl e,
21  can you please call the next person to
22 testify.
23 THE CLERK: Let ne pl ease
24 have G ace Fan.
25 COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: G ace,
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just state your nanme for the record
and then proceed with your testinony.

M5. FAN. H . Good norning.
My nane is G ace Fan. |'mthe Youth
Progranms Coordi nator at Asian
Anmericans United. [|'mcalling today
| i ke everyone el se about Bill No.
220938 and though I'mextrenely gl ad
the Filbert Street section of this
bill was renoved as you've been
sayi ng, Councilman Squilla, our
community will not forget that this
bill did nearly help pave the way for
t he construction of the 76ers arena in
Chi natown, meking it that nuch easier
for our community to be gentrified out
of its hone.

This is sonething that we
really care about and that's why we're
showi ng up here today. And while the
76ers arena has been continually
framed as a benefit to the surroundi ng
area by the very people who w il make
mllions off of its devel opnent, the

peopl e who rely on Chinatown as the
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very cultural, economc, famlial and
relational |ifeblood of our comunity
know that the 76ers arena will only be
a lethal virus affecting our vibrant
comrunity until all that's left is a
McDonal d's next to a Starbucks with a
Chi nese sign.

And | don't want to believe
that this is what our Council nenbers
want for our Asian inmgrant
community. As a youth program s
coordi nator at AAU, | know how much
Chi nat own neans to the Asian Anmerican
youth in Phil adel phia. After hard
days at school, years of facing a
gl obal pandem ¢ and years of ongoi ng
anti-Asian violence on public transit
and in the streets, they need
sonewhere safe to go with friends, get
food that rem nds them of the country
they grew up in and share their
favorite dessert that they can't get
anywhere el se. And where are young
peopl e going to go if the 76ers arena

destroys Chi nat own?
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So please we're asking you to
hel p us protect this community that
we're putting our lives on pause to
protect, and pl ease allow our
community to have agency over our
future and oppose the arena with us.
Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you so much for your testinony. Also,
note for the record | know AAU is
having a neeting with the 76ers com ng
up on the 14th and people that want to
tal k about that, please attend that
neeting with the AAU and the 76ers
arena proposal .

Again, we're trying to nake
it clear that this bill is not that.
But under st andi ng your concerns and
your interest, | appreciate your
t esti nony.

M. MMbnagl e, can you pl ease
read the next person to testify.

THE CLERK: Can we pl ease
have Mreya Qutierrez.

M5. GUTIERREZ: H . M nane
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Is Mreya Gutierrez and | ama 12th
grader and a youth intern at Asian
Americans United. Although the
section of Bill No. 220938 nenti oni ng
the closing of Filbert Street has been
renoved, | believe a |ot of us have
cone here today to rem nd everyone how
much we need transparent conmunicati on
fromCty Council.

As one of the last driving
Chinatowns left in the US we are

preci ous and val uabl e and shoul d be

treated that way. | amstill a
teenager. |'ve only been to two
M d- Autum Festivals. | have yet to

find the cheapest and best place for
fried dunplings. And if this process
of ignoring our neighborhood and its
| eaders continues, | worry that |
won't be able to bring ny future
chil dren here.

To deny that closing down
Filbert Street between 10th and 11th
and Chi natown and building a 76ers in

the Fashion District is sinply wllful
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I gnorance. This whol e idea that

Chi natown fol ks don't m nd or m ght
not want to be involved is rooted in
stereotypical ideas of Asian Anericans
bei ng | abel ed as passive and docil e.
We do not want the arena. Qur

Chi nat own cannot survive yet anot her

gi ant devel opnment right on our
streets. W don't want anot her

settl enent neeting assuring us that
things will be okay when we know for a
fact they won't be.

Havi ng backdoor neeti ngs and
sneaki ng around us will not work. And
for us to have a thriving Phil adel phi a
communi ty and heal t hy Chi nat own,
transparency is crucial. As soneone
who is thrilled to vote for the first
time in the next election, | hope to
be represented by people who listen to
their comunities. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you so much for your testinony and
t hank you for participating in today's

hearing. Again, then just for clarity
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and | know | said it a couple of
times, but this does not strike a
street even before the anendnment or
after the anmendnent, understandi ng
your concerns again as we heard.

And please if you want to
tal k about the arena, please go to the
AAU neeting with the proposal fol ks of
the arena on the 14th. Thank you.

M. MMbnagl e, please read
t he next person to testify.

THE CLERK: Can we pl ease
have Tina Ni gal.

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Tina, if
you're available and logged in. |If
not, M. MMonagle, can you pl ease
read the next person to testify.

THE CLERK: Can we pl ease
have Jordan Rosh.

M5. ROSH. Hi. Good norning.
My nane is Jordan Rosh and |'ma youth
intern at Asian Anericans United. And
' m speaking today to voice ny

frustration with the way Chinatown's
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communi ty has been treated with
regards to Bill 220938.

Counci | renber Squilla, | feel
that your failure to conmmunicate with
your constituents has reveal ed a
bl at ant di sregard for the concerns of
many Phi | adel phi ans, but especially
our Asian elders, youth and
non- Engl i sh- speaki ng community nenbers
who woul d be nost vulnerable to the
effects of the 76ers arena. And let's
be honest, the section of Filbert
Street that has been renoved for
today's hearing was clearly neant to
pave the way for the construction of
t he arena.

| "' m di sturbed by your conduct
not because | think I didn't get the
meno until yesterday, but because your
actions nore broadly reveal you either
don't understand what's at stake here
or you just don't care. This bil
woul d have prioritized the will of
destructive billionaires over the

peopl e who have poured their lives
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I nto Chinatown and i nto Phil adel phi a,
the imm grants who cone here and
provi de a safe harbor and el ders who
want to live out their days surrounded
by their famlies, the youth who want
to understand our heritage and who we
are.

Don't the nmenbers of our
community have a right to know what
the Gty plans to do wth our hone?
Qur cultures, our histories, our
traditions, our hopes for the future
matter. Your |ack of transparency
makes us feel insignificant. And
novi ng forward, we need you to
prioritize the futures of your
constituents, not those out-of-town
billionaires. | know you saw D.C.'s
Chi natown. This arena neans
destruction and displacenent. At the
very |l east you can do is be honest and
open about what's really going on and
not | eaving us scranbling for
I nformati on about maj or deci sions

bei ng made behi nd cl osed doors.
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You owe it to the community,
to the el ders who need affordable
housi ng, the busi ness owners who rely
on regulars to break even, to the kids
who neet up for boba every Friday, to
all of us. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you for your testinony. And also just
to be clear, the legislation that cane
t hrough the Adm nistration, | anended
t he | anguage out. And understanding |
know t here's sonme confusi on on what
happened there, but we do the best to
represent our interests in our
community. And when we heard
concerns, we act ed.

M. MMnagl e, can you pl ease
read the next person to testify.

THE CLERK: Can we pl ease
have Chris Henderson.

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Al
right. M. MMonagle, could you
pl ease read the next person to

testify.
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THE CLERK: Al right. So

can we pl ease have Robi n Hyni cka.
(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Al
right. If Rob is not connected,

M. MMnagle, are there any other
people to testify on this |egislation?

THE CLERK: Can we pl ease
have N kki G ant.

M5. GRANT: Good norning,
Counci | menbers. My nane is N kk
Gant. |I'ma Policy Director at
Am stad Law Project. W are a snall
non-profit |egal organization and our
office is |ocated in Chinatown. Every
day | go to work, | feel honored and
bl essed to be a part of such a
vi brant, active and beauti ful
communi ty.

Every one of our neighbors
that we have spoken to is absolutely
agai nst the construction of an arena
I n the nei ghborhood and have expressed
real fear that they will be pushed out

and the community wll be destroyed,
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much |ike the Chinatown in D.C

Look, we all |ove the 76ers.
| still trust the process, but not at
t he expense of the residents and the
busi nesses i n Chi natown who deserve to
thrive and to be conpletely at the
forefront of any plans that i npact
their honme. [|I'mglad that today's
bill apparently won't contribute to
what we fear, but | do hope that you
listen to the community nmenbers who' ve
spoken today before pursuing any
future legislation that m ght pave the
way for the arena. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you so nmuch for your testinony.

M. MMonagl e, please read
the next person to testify.

THE CLERK: Can we pl ease
have Cam ||l e Desierto.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Cami || e,
are you connect ed?

(No response.)
COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: I f not,

M. MMnagle, please read the next
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person.
THE CLERK: Can we pl ease
have Sergi o Cea.
MR CEA: H . Can you hear

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Yes,
pl ease proceed. State your nane for
the record and you can proceed with
your testinony. Thank you.

MR. CEA: Thanks. Good
nmor ni ng, Council menber. My nane is
Sergio Cea. |I'mthe Political
Director of ReclaimPhiladel phia. Qur
organi zation's office is located in
Chi natown. We noved into that
wor kspace before the pandem ¢ and
we' ve shared those offices with our
novenent organi zation partners in the
Cty.

So | spent a lot of tine
wor ki ng, eating, socializing and
organi zing in Chinatown with friends,
visiting famly and cityw de partners.
Al t hough 1've lived in Phil adel phia
for 10 years, roughly a third of ny
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life, I was born in Washington, D.C
And so, |'ve seen and know t he i npact
sports arenas have had on cul tural
communities |ike D. C's Chinatown.

|"mworried how the rich and
uni que communities who rely on and
depend on each other will be pushed
out and di spl aced, destroying | ong
ties to a generational community that
have exi sted here for decades, and for
decades have fought back simlar
attenpts.

"' mworried about Chinatown
| ooki ng nore and nore |ike Tines
Square. And when these conmmunities
di sappear, we know that they cannot be
repl aced. There's no anbiguity on
where the comunity stands on these
proposals. The majority of Philly's
Chi nat own conmunity i s opposed to the
arena and despite prom ses for ongoing
conmuni cation, they were not consulted
before this hearing was brought up.

Their voices cannot continue

to be ignored and shoul d be centered.
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1 To many, this bill looks like a
2 backdoor deal to pave way for that
3 arena. And although | have been told
4 and | hear that sone edits have been
5 nmade renoving the Filbert Street
6 language, many find this whol e process
7 sneaky and untrustworthy. And because
8 of this, we really advise you all to
9 vote against this and listen to the
10 voices of the community in Chinatown.
11 Thank you.
12 COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
13 you so nmuch for your testinony.
14 M. MMnagle, could you
15 please read the next person to
16  testify.
17 THE CLERK: Can we pl ease
18 have Justin Lee.
19 COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Justi n,
20 if you're avail abl e and connect ed,
21 please testify.
22 (No response.)
23 COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
24 M. MMnagle, would you pl ease read
25 the next person.
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THE CLERK: Can we pl ease
have David Qu -- Kyu. | apologize if
|"ve m spronounced it.

MR, KYU. No problem Good
norning. Can you hear ne?

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Yes, we
hear you fi ne.

MR. KYU M nane is David
Kyu and |'ve worked in Chinatown at
Asian Arts Initiative for the past 13
years. | just want to rem nd
Counci | man Squilla has been a friend
to Asian Arts Initiative. Wen we
wer e di spl aced by the expansion of the
Convention Center, it was Council man
Squilla's office that hel ped us secure
funding to purchase a new building in
t he nei ghborhood. Wen we needed a
r oadt hr ough paved, Councilman Squilla
hel ped us be on that |ist when the
Streets Departnent was com ng through

Most recently it was
Council man Squilla's office that
advised us as we installed a comunity

fridge on our block to help feed our
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1 neighbors. | do wonder aloud if this
2 amendnent is irrelevant to the
3 business of the bill and was, in fact,
4 so easy to strike fromthe bill, why
5 it was ultinmately added in the first
6 place so late in the evening.
7 | appreciate that Council man
8 Squilla has cautioned the devel opers
9 to wrk with the community nenbers,
10 that -- he said it is vital actually
11 for their processes. |I'mhere to tell
12 you that they have not, and that is
13 why so many Chi natown nenbers are here
14  in this Finance neeting for an
15 "unrelated bill," because they have
16  not i ncluded our voices.
17 W have no other neans to be
18 included and that is why we are here
19 testifying today. W invite Council
20 and Councilman Squilla to act with
21 integrity and transparency in this
22 process noving forward and hope that
23 you will continue to support and
24 include the voices of Chinatown's
25  Dbusinesses, residents and cul tural
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I nstitutions. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you so much for your testinony. And
again, if people weren't on, Asian
Arts Initiative is having a neeting
with the 76er arena fol ks on the 14th.
Encour age everybody who is interested
in the arena or concerns with the
arena to please attend that neeting.
Thank you.

M. MMnagl e, can you read
the next person to testify.

THE CLERK: Can we pl ease
have Karina Hall.

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Kari na
Is not available. M. MMnagle, can
you pl ease read the next person.

THE CLERK: Can we have
M chael Zhang.

MR, ZHANG  Good norni ng,
Counci | renbers. M chael Zhang.
think we've net in previous neetings
regardi ng Septa safety and the School

District lottery adm ssion. And,
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1 Council menber Squilla, |I'm speaking
2 fromthe heart today and if you ever
3 have been to Chinatown wth
4  (inaudible) and you know what has
5 happened to D.C. Chinatown and that
6 was ny childhood hone, and it has been
7 destroyed by the arena.
8 And |'ve seen the
9 devastation, the dowward spiral the
10 community has becone after the
11 pandem c. The police departnent has
12 noved away from Chi natown, the
13 streetlights are out and the arena is
14  very bright with LED |ights and by the
15 Convention Center, it's also bright
16 and then by the Fashion District it's
17 very bright. But when you get to
18 Chinatown, there are many lights that
19 are out and not replaced, graffiti
20 everywhere and it's not been cl eaned
21  up. And that was the reason | cane
22 out.
23 And when Lynn called ne to
24 help her wwth a police trailer, we and
25 Lynn net at CDC and I was not invited
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to those neetings. Soneone told ne
about it so | showed up. And | voiced
nmy concerns to the 6th District
Council. | said, cameras is good but
it's not enough. We need safety.

We' ve got peopl e getting beat up,
getting robbed and |'ve got uncles --
and ny dad still lives in Chinatown.
|'ve got uncles and aunts that walk
their dogs in their neighborhood, and
those streetlights are dark in those
alleys. And it's unsafe.

And | know we have the police
trailer. | hel ped organize fromthe
communi ty fundrai sers and we brought
t oget her noney to help put the police
trailer together and | was not a part
of any of those neetings that you guys
were a part of or within the email
groups, and |I'mvery di sappoi nt ed.

My nother is no longer with
me, but all the nmenbers of ny nother
are in Chinatown and pl ease do not
destroy Chi natown. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
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you for your testinony and thank you
for your help. And also, if you do
have |ights out or anything |ike that,
If you want to send ne an email or

| ocation, we'll be happy to work on
that and the graffiti renoval in the
community. And knowi ng that there
were no neetings on this |egislation,
again it canme through the

Adm nistration, so it was sonething

t hat needed to get done.

Yes, there was | anguage to
maybe | ook for future possible things
to happen on Filbert Street, but again
when that was brought to ny attention,
it was renoved.

M. MMnagl e, can you pl ease
read the next person to testify.

THE CLERK: Can we pl ease
have Casey Butcher.

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  No
response from Casey. Can you pl ease
read the next person.

THE CLERK: Can we pl ease
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have Lynn Ye.
(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Al
right. No response from Ms. Ye.

M. MMnagl e, next person
pl ease.

THE CLERK: Can we pl ease
have Jessica Lin.

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  No
response. M. MMnagle, next
testifier.

THE CLERK:  And third tine's
a charm Can we pl ease have Robin
Hyni cka.

REVEREND HYNI CKA:  You're
staring at ne.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Yes,
Robi n.

REVEREND HYNI CKA:  Sorry for
the confusion. | wasn't aware that we
had to join by Teans and then it took
a while to get connected. Anyway,
thank you for allowing ne to testify.

My nanme i s Reverend Robi n Hynicka.
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|"mthe Pastor of Arch Street United
Met hodi st Church and the Vice-
president of Center Gty Oganize for
Responsi bl e Devel opnent, which is a
regi stered community organi zation
commtted to transparent nei ghbor
engagenent in Center City devel opnent.

My congregation includes
menbers who |live and work in
Chinatown, early in the life of the
Fol k Arts-Cultural Treasures Charter
School, which was a creation of the
educat ors, parents and children highly
i nvested in the future of Chinatown.
The church is a sanctuary serving as
t he school's auditorium of assenblies
of large events. M congregation is
commtted to the preservation and
expansi on of Chinatown and is
absol utely opposed to the sports
ar ena.

The nanme of the RCO |l am a
menber of, Center City Oganize for
Responsi bl e Devel opnent speaks for

itself. It is conmtted to community
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econon ¢ devel opnent that prioritizes
nei ghbor hood voi ces. Those voices are
to outweigh billionaire dollars. For
decades, Market East devel opnent has
been in the hands of the devel opers
who have delivered failure after
failure. | --

COUNCI L SUPPCRT:  Pardon ne,
Chair, for a second. Channel 64 is
having technical difficulties, so we
will need to take a pause of the
br oadcast .

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Ckay.
Thank you. Reverend Hynicka, if you
don't mnd if you wait several m nutes
until we get back on 64.

REVEREND HYNI CKA:  No
pr obl em

(Brief recess.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Reverend
Hyni cka, just again state your nane
for the record and then restart your
testimony. Thank you.

REVEREND HYNI CKA: Thank you,

Council man. My nane is Reverend Robin
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Hyni cka and |'mthe Pastor of the Arch
Street United Methodi st Church, the

Vi ce-president of Center Gty

Organi zed for Responsi bl e Devel opnent,
t he Regi stered Community Organi zati on,
commtted to transparent nei ghbor
engagenent in Center City devel opnent.

The congregation incl udes
menbers who |ive and work in Chinatown
early in the life of the Folk Arts-

Cul tural Treasures Charter School,

whi ch was a creation of educators,
parents and children highly invested
in the future of Chinatown. The
church's sanctuary serves as the
school's auditoriumfor assenblies and
ot her | arge events.

My congregation is conmtted
to the preservation and the expansi on
of Chinatown and is absolutely opposed
to the proposed sports arena. The
name of the RCO |I'm a nenber of,
Center Gty Organi zed for Responsible
Devel opnent speaks for itself, is

committed to conmunity econom c
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devel opnent that prioritizes
nei ghbor hood voi ces. These voi ces
ought to outweigh billionaire dollars.

For decades, Market East
devel opnent has been in the hands of
devel opers who have delivered failure
after failure. The tinme has cone to
i nvest in the Chinatown nei ghborhood,
Its preservation and expansion. | am
very, very glad to hear that the bil
inits original formhas been anmended
to extract the provision that woul d
strike Filbert Street between 10th and
11th Streets, but the nere fact that
this itemwas in the original bil
rai ses deep concerns about the
transparency of the process that m ght
| ead to the potential devel opnent of
an arena at 10th and Market.

| formally -- I'mat this
point formally requesting that the
Gty conduct an inpact study on the
order of one required when federal
funds are invested in any project and

woul d have a nmmj or inpact in Chinatown
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and its near neighbors. Thank you for
this opportunity to testify.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you very nmuch, Reverend Hynicka. And
just again, | want to reiterate that
the |l egislation never struck a street
or intended to strike a street. There
was | anguage in there tal king about
Fil bert Street and a possible striking
in the future. But once we received a
concern about that |anguage being in
there, we did anmend that out. So
t hank you for your testinony and thank
you all for testifying.

M. MMnagle, is there
anyone else to testify on our list?

THE CLERK: No, M. Chair.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Al
right. Thank you.

| s there anyone el se who
didn't get a chance to testify that's
out there?

(No response.)
COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank

you. Are there any questions fromthe
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Commi ttee?
(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Heari ng
none - -

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

M. Chairman.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you. Council nenber Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Yes. So
| just wanted to say that | wanted to
t hank everybody for being here and
testifying today. | did want to al so
just make note though that | know that
this is sonething that you've been
wor ki ng very hard on in terns of
maki ng sure that any conversations
around a stadium a future stadi um or
t he concept even of a future stadi um
are not going to be done w thout an
ext ensi ve, an extensive anmount of
publ i c conversation.

So | really just wanted to
put that out on the floor that that is
not what we are tasked with in this

Commttee today. And so, | think
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there may have been sone confusion on
that matter. But | really wanted to
clarify and state that this is not
sonething that's going to be ushered
t hrough quietly w thout public

di scourse and certainly as the
Chairman of this Commttee and as the
representative for the 1st Counci
District where the property is

| ocated, it wll obviously include
your input and our input as well as
menbers of Council .

And | can say that |
certainly have sonme concerns and sone
reservations about what this would do
to Chinatown if it actually becane a
stadium [|'ll say that grow ng up, ny
not her actually grew up in Canden, New
Jersey and she tal ked about the divide
t hat happened in Canden within the
African American conmunity when the
expressways were laid --

COUNCI L SUPPCRT:  Pardon ne,
Council. [I'msorry to interrupt. W

just got another call from Channel 64

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
215-504- 4622




FI NANCE COW TTEE 65
12/ 7/ 2022

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

and the feed is down again. So we
wi |l have to take another quick pause
unfortunately.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: |
apol ogi ze there, Council nmenber. |
guess we will be on hold again until
technical difficulties are worked out.
W will go back to you once we go live
again. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you.

(Brief recess.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Counci | menber Bass for comment.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Yes.
Thank you, M. Chairman.

So | just wanted to wap up
by saying that this is not going to be
a process that's pushed through in the
m ddl e of the night. W're not going
to be doing anything of the sort. And
| know that there are those nenbers of
Council such as nyself who have very
strong reservations and concerns about

this particular project and what it
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woul d do to the comunity.

| was just saying that ny
not her grew up in Canden and when they
brought in the expressway, it
conpletely decinated the Africa
American community and popul ation in
Canden, New Jersey. So | know with
these large infrastructure projects,
you know, for all that they do, al
that they bring, the good and the
not - so good and the effects on people
who have lived in communities for a
very long tine. So | just wanted to
real |y underscore that.

Thank you, M. Chairnman.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you so nuch, Counci |l nmenber.

Counci | mrenber Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  (Mut ed) .

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  You're
muted. You're nuted, Council nmenber.
But you sounded good.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: | hate
when t hat happens. Thank you,
M. Chairman.
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| just wanted to echo what
Menber Bass said, to the degree that
this will not be rushed, that out of
t he menbership involved | know you are
met hodical. | know you are open to
ot her views contrary even to your own.
And that at the end of the day when we
wi Il have a decision, that reflects
your values, that reflects the
community's concerns and | amtotally
confident in that, M. Chairman.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you, Council nmenber. And | agree, and
| also made a commitnent to the
Chi nat own community that nothing would
nove forward before all of their
guestions were answered and everything
was thoroughly investigated, and then
we woul d deci de what, you know, how
t he process would play out at that
poi nt .

There's so many different
organi zations in Chinatown. All the
voi ces need to be heard. | understand

their concerns with this hearing even
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t hough the intent was not to be a

Chi nat own arena di scussion. | do
understand the respect, their coments
on not just during this |legislation,
but future legislation also. So thank
you all for participating and hangi ng
in there and allowing the community
representatives to have their say
during this hearing.

So without any further
guestions or conments from Menbers for
the | ast panel, no other panels to
testify, we'll take a brief break to
connect nenbers to the public that
wish to testify on the bill before the
Comm ttee today.

M. MMonagle, are there any
public comenters?

THE CLERK: Modesto, is there
anyone that wants to connect?

COUNCI L SUPPORT: We'll need
a mnute or so just to try to connect
an individual that wanted to testify.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank

you, Mbdest o.
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COUNCI L SUPPORT: You're
wel cone.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  For the
record, | know if people are still on,
Asi an Anmericans United is holding a
meeting on Decenber 14th on the arena
proposal with the host. It |ooks like
the neeting tine is 6:00 to 7:30 at
Ocean Harbor Restaurant, 1023 Race
Street. Hopefully, questions about
the arena, inpacts and things |ike
that will be heard at the AAU neeting
wth the arena folks. Thank you.

And al so for --

MR, BUTCHER: (I naudi bl e).

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Who i s
t hat, Mbdesto?

MR. BUTCHER: Hell 0?

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: On, |I'm
sorry. |If you want to nake a public
comment, please state your nane for
the record and then proceed with your
comment on the current |egislation.

MR, BUTCHER: Ckay. Thank

you. M nane is Casey Butcher. [|I'ma
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1 resident of Philadelphia. I1'ma
2 comunity organi zer with PONER
3 Interfaith. You know, | just want to
4 share that while |I'm happy that the
5 anendnent relative to the stadi um
6 construction in Chinatown has been
7 nodified or wthdrawn at the | ast
8 mnute, | do want to say that it's
9 really inportant to ne that the
10  community -- there's really thorough
11  listening in the conmmunity to nake
12 sure that the citizens are involved in
13 maki ng deci sions about the built
14  environnent all across the City,
15 including in Chinatown and that the
16 City should nake efforts and our
17  representatives in Gty governnment
18 should nmake efforts to protect
19  historic nei ghborhoods, protect
200 communities that have been, you know,
21  living together for generations.
22 And it's one of the | ast
23 kind of communities of color that's
24  integrated as such in Center Cty,
25 Phil adel phia. And | think that the
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zoning as it is right nowwth all the
stadi uns on the south side of the City
Is really smart and nmakes it easy for
traffic, and I would just encourage
the Council to nake every effort to
protect Chinatown, but certainly not
to pass any neasures with their back
to the community w thout having kind
of listened to folks |ike nyself and
ot hers who really val ue Chinatown in
the Gty and want to nmake sure that
iIt's here for generations to cone.
Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you so much for your testinony and
agreed. Al so, the one comment about
being smart and the arena's in South
Phi | adel phia, | talked to sone of the
residents there and they don't think
it's so smart there too. So we do
understand the concerns and efforts
that need to go into these types of
di scussi ons and possi bl e devel opnent s
of such. So thank you for your

t esti nony.
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Modesto, is there anyone el se
who needs to be connected?

MR. BUTCHER: There may be,
but I'mnot in charge of the list. |
don't know.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  No,
was asking our |IT guys. Thank you.
Thank you for your testinony.

COUNCI L SUPPORT: W had one
nore person, M. Chair, but
unfortunately we received their
voi cenmai | .

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Ckay.
Thank you. Seeing that there's no one
else to testify, I want to thank al
panel s and w tnesses for their
participation today. W value your
opinions. And | would like to invite
all panels and wi tnesses to pl ease
di sconnect fromthe hearing before we
go into our public neeting. W wll
now pause the proceedings briefly as
mul tiple participants | eave the
hearing. As soon as everybody | eaves,

we will go into our public neeting.
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(Brief pause.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Ckay.
Thi s concl udes the public hearing for
the Commttee. W will nowgo into
our public nmeeting to consider this
action to be taken on the bills before
this Commttee today.

M. MMnagle, will you
pl ease call the roll to take
attendance. Menbers that are in
attendance, just indicate that you are
present and we will start our public
neet i ng.

THE CLERK: Counci | worman
Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Good
nmor ni ng, M. Chairman and col | eagues.
| amstill present.

THE CLERK: Counci | man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:

M. Chairman, colleagues, | am
present.

THE CLERK: Counci | man Oh.

COUNCI LMAN OH:  Present.

THE CLERK: Counci | man
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Squi I | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Present.
And, Counci |l menber Lozada.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Lozada had to | eave.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Ckay.
Thank you so nuch. W still have a
quor unf?

THE CLERK: Yes, we do, sir.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you, M. MNMnagle. W wll now go
I nto our public neeting.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Bass for a notion on the
amendnment to Bill No. 220938.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you, M. Chairman.

And | offer an amendnent to
Bill No. 220938. A copy of the
amendnment has been circulated to al
menbers of the Conmttee. And | nove
that the anmendnent to Bill No. 220938
be approved.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Second.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
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you. The Chair notes for the record
t hat Counci | mrenber Jones seconds the
nmot i on.

It has been noved and
properly seconded that the anendnent
to Bill No. 220938 be approved. Al
those in favor of the notion wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Those
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: The ayes
have it and the notion carries.

The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | menber Bass for a notion on
Bill No. 220938 as anended.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you, M. Chairman.

| nove that Bill No. 220938
as anended be reported fromthis
Commttee wwth a favorable
reconmendati on and further nove that
the rules of Council be suspended to

permt first reading of this bill at
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t he next session of Council.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Second.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you. Chair notes for the record
Counci | menber Jones seconds the
noti on.

It has been noved and
properly seconded that Bill No. 220938
as anended be reported fromthis
Commttee wwth a favorable
reconmendati on and further nove that
the rules of Council be suspended as
to permt the first reading of this
bill at the next session of Council.

Al'l those in favor of the
notion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Those

opposed?
(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  The ayes
have it and the notion carries.

That wi Il concl ude the
nmeeting. This concludes the business

before the Commttee on Fi nance.
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Thank you all very nuch for your
attendance and patience. Have a great
day and junp on the Streets hearing if
you're on that Commttee. Thank you.
(Committee on Finance

concl uded at 10:28 a.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

|, hereby certify that the
proceedi ngs and evi dence noted are contai ned
fully and accurately in the stenographic
notes taken by nme in the foregoing matter,
and this is a correct transcript of the

sane.

TANEHA CARROLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of this
transcript does not apply to any reproduction
of the sanme by any neans, unl ess under the
direct control and/or supervision of the

certifying reporter.)
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