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         COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA

          COMMITTEE ON LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT

                   Room 400, City Hall
                   Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
                   Monday, December 4, 2017
                   3:10 p.m.

PRESENT:
    COUNCILMAN KENYATTA JOHNSON, CHAIR
    COUNCILMAN DEREK S. GREEN
    COUNCILWOMAN BLONDELL REYNOLDS BROWN

BILLS 170794, 170795, 170796, 170797, 170798,
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1 12/4/17-LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT-BILL 170794, ETC.

2                COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  This

3      hearing is called to order.  This is a

4      public hearing of the Committee on

5      Legislative Oversight.  I am Councilman

6      Kenyatta Johnson, Chair of the Committee.

7                A quorum is present in the

8      presence of Councilman Derek Green and

9      Councilwoman Blondell Reynolds Brown.

10                Will the Clerk please read the

11      title of the bills.

12                THE CLERK:  Bill No. 170794,

13      amending Chapter 6-300 of The

14      Philadelphia Code, entitled "Food," by

15      repealing Section 6-305 (relating to

16      milk, milk products and milk

17      derivatives); and making conforming

18      amendments to other provisions of Chapter

19      6-300, all under certain terms and

20      conditions.

21                Bill No. 170795, amending

22      Chapter 6-200 of The Philadelphia Code,

23      entitled "Preventive Medicine," by

24      repealing Section 6-207 (relating to

25      premarital examinations), all under
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2      certain terms and conditions.

3                Bill No. 170796, repealing

4      Chapter 9-1800 of The Philadelphia Code,

5      entitled "Use of Electronic Scanners for

6      Customer Checkout," all under certain

7      terms and conditions.

8                Bill No. 170797, amending

9      Chapter 10-700 of The Philadelphia Code,

10      entitled "Refuse and Littering," by

11      repealing Section 10-712 (relating to

12      dropping litter from an aircraft), all

13      under certain terms and conditions.

14                Bill No. 170798, amending

15      Chapter 9-600 of The Philadelphia Code,

16      entitled "Services and Other Businesses,"

17      by repealing Section 9-621 (relating to

18      the sale of telephone activated pagers),

19      all under certain terms and conditions.

20                Bill No. 170799, amending

21      Chapter 6-400 of The Philadelphia Code,

22      entitled "Miscellaneous Standards and

23      Requirements," by repealing Section

24      6-401(2)(b) (relating to radiation), all

25      under certain terms and conditions; and
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2                170800, amending Chapter 9-700

3      of The Philadelphia Code, entitled

4      "Amusement Businesses," by repealing

5      Section 9-705 (relating to public baths),

6      under certain terms and conditions.

7                COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Before we

8      call the first witness, I'm going to call

9      on Councilman Derek Green, who is the

10      Chair of the Regulatory Review Committee,

11      who has worked diligently on addressing

12      these issues to bring our Philadelphia

13      Code up to date.

14                Councilman Green.

15                COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Thank you,

16      Chairman Johnson.  I just wanted to say

17      for the record I want to thank the work

18      of the staff of the Special Committee on

19      Regulatory Review and Reform who have

20      helped to go through the code and bring

21      up this first slate of bills as part of

22      our process of trying to make the City of

23      Philadelphia more business friendly.  So

24      I want to commend the work of Commerce

25      Chief of Staff Sylvie Gallier Howard as

You created this PDF from an application that is not licensed to print to novaPDF printer (http://www.novapdf.com)

http://www.novapdf.com/


Committee on Legislative Oversight
December 4, 2017

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 5

1 12/4/17-LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT-BILL 170794, ETC.

2      well as Chris Goy from the Council

3      President's office as well as Frank

4      Iannuzzi from my staff.  They've worked

5      diligently with members of the Special

6      Committee, which include Commerce

7      Director Harold Epps and Rob Wonderling,

8      President of the Greater Philadelphia

9      Chamber of Commerce.  And this

10      legislation is just one step to

11      addressing some of the issues of creating

12      a more business-friendly climate here in

13      the City of Philadelphia that hopefully

14      going forward will allow us to continue

15      to be in the customer attraction and

16      retention business, helping to attract

17      businesses to the City of Philadelphia

18      and retain businesses here, as well as

19      attract citizens and retain citizens in

20      the City of Philadelphia for the greater

21      good of all people in the City.

22                So thank you.

23                COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,

24      Councilman Green.

25                Will the Clerk please call the
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2      first witness, please.

3                THE CLERK:  Sylvie Gallier

4      Howard, Chief of Staff of the Department

5      of Commerce.

6                (Witness approached witness

7      table.)

8                COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Sylvie, if

9      you can state your first and last name in

10      the microphone for the record and you can

11      begin your testimony.

12                MS. HOWARD:  Sure.  My name is

13      Sylvie Gallier Howard and I'm Chief of

14      Staff for the Commerce Department.

15                Good afternoon, Chairman

16      Johnson and members of the Legislative

17      Oversight Committee.  I'll skip my name

18      now.  I'm here to testify in support of

19      Bills No. 170794 through 170800, which

20      repeal seven regulations that have been

21      deemed archaic or no longer necessary.

22                The repeal of these seven

23      bills, spearheaded by the Committee on

24      Regulatory Review and Reform, is part of

25      a larger process of streamlining business
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2      regulations, legislation, and processes

3      in order to foster a more

4      business-friendly environment in

5      Philadelphia.  The Committee, which was

6      established by Council President Clarke

7      via Resolution No. 170179 in the spring

8      of this year, committed to, quote,

9      "taking stock of the City's regulatory

10      environment to determine what is being

11      done right, what needs to be eliminated,

12      and what needs to be improved," end

13      quote.

14                Over the course of the next ten

15      months, the Committee will continue to

16      recommend that outdated legislation be

17      removed from the books as a matter of

18      ensuring the most efficient and accurate

19      legislative code possible.  While this is

20      an important role of the Committee on

21      Regulatory Review and Reform, I wish to

22      highlight that the Committee is also

23      committed to carrying out significant

24      reform efforts that will make it easier

25      to do business in the City.
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2                The Committee is supported by

3      five subcommittees, which are Food and

4      Hospitality, Manufacturing and Industry,

5      Construction and Real Estate, Tech and

6      Life Sciences, and Small Businesses, each

7      of which has made recommendations related

8      to improving processes within City

9      agencies, legislative mandates, and

10      regulations.  The Committee is embarking

11      upon these improvements through direct

12      dialogue with various City departments

13      and with Council.

14                Over the last decades,

15      Philadelphia has made progress in

16      improving its business tax environment

17      through the continued reduction in wage

18      and business taxes, and I commend City

19      Council for leading this effort in

20      partnership with a succession of mayoral

21      administrations.  And while our tax

22      structure is of critical importance to

23      our business community, so too is the

24      ease of opening, operating, and expanding

25      a business in our city.  This Committee,
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2      which combines the efforts of both

3      branches of government with those of the

4      private sector, is one of the best

5      opportunities that we have to make

6      impactful change in this realm.

7                Thank you for the opportunity

8      to testify, and I am happy to answer any

9      questions that you may have.

10                COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you

11      for your testimony.

12                Any questions?

13                (No response.)

14                COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you

15      very much.

16                MS. HOWARD:  Thanks for having

17      me.

18                COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Any other

19      witnesses or comments from members of the

20      Committee or individuals in attendance

21      listening to this -- is there anyone else

22      here to testify on the bills?

23                (No response.)

24                COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you.

25                The Chair recognizes Councilman
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2      Green for a single motion on Bill Nos.

3      170794, 170795, 170796, 170797, 170798,

4      170799, and 170800.

5                COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Thank you,

6      Mr. Chairman.  I move that Bill Nos.

7      170794, 170795, 170796, 170797, 170798,

8      170799, and 170800 be reported from this

9      Committee with a favorable recommendation

10      and further move that the rules of

11      Council be suspended to permit first

12      reading of these bills at our next

13      session of Council.

14                (Duly seconded.)

15                COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  It has

16      been moved and properly seconded that

17      Bills No. 170794, 170795, 170796, 170797,

18      170798, 170799, and 170800 be reported

19      from this Committee with a favorable

20      recommendation and further moved that the

21      rules of Council be suspended to permit

22      first reading of these bills at the next

23      session of Council.

24                All those in favor of the

25      motion will signify by saying aye.
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2                (Aye.)

3                COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Opposed?

4                (No response.)

5                COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  The ayes

6      have it and the motion carries.  These

7      bills will be reported from this

8      Committee with a favorable recommendation

9      with a request that the rules of Council

10      be suspended to permit first reading at

11      the next session of Council.

12                This concludes the business of

13      the Committee of Legislative Oversight

14      for today.

15                Thank you all for your

16      attendance.  Thank you very much.

17                (Committee on Legislative

18      Oversight concluded at 3:15 p.m.)

19                    - - -

20

21

22

23

24

25
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1

2                 CERTIFICATE

3           I HEREBY CERTIFY that the

4  proceedings, evidence and objections are

5  contained fully and accurately in the

6  stenographic notes taken by me upon the

7  foregoing matter, and that this is a true and

8  correct transcript of same.

9

10

11

12

13  --------------------

14  MICHELE L. MURPHY

15  RPR-Notary Public

16

17

18

19

20           (The foregoing certification of this

21  transcript does not apply to any reproduction

22  of the same by any means, unless under the

23  direct control and/or supervision of the

24  certifying reporter.)

25
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10:17 11:1

170795 1:13
2:21 10:3,7
10:17

170796 1:13
3:3 10:3,7
10:17

170797 1:13
3:8 10:3,7
10:17

170798 1:13
3:14 10:3,7
10:18

170799 1:14
3:20 10:4,8
10:18

170800 1:14
4:2 6:19
10:4,8,18

2
2017 1:7

3
3:10 1:7
3:15 11:18

4
4 1:7
400 1:6

5

6
6-200 2:22
6-207 2:24
6-300 2:13,19
6-305 2:15
6-400 3:21
6-401(2)(b)

3:24

7

8

9
9-1800 3:4
9-600 3:15
9-621 3:17
9-700 4:2
9-705 4:5
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