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COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: |
now note the hour's cone. After a
rough sports weekend here in
Phi | adel phia, we're still going to
have this hearing. Yes, we are
because the Phillies are going to
make anends tonight, at |east we
hope and pray anyway.

Ms. McDonald, will you
pl ease call the roll to take
attendance. And nenbers that are
i n attendance, please indicate that
you are present when your nane is
cal | ed.

THE CLERK:

Counci | mrenber G | nore Ri chardson.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:

Counci | mrenber Jones.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
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Present.

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Present .

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:

Present .

THE CLERK: Vice-Chair
Squi |l I a.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Chair
Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Present. Thank you. A quorum of
the coomittee is present and this
hearing is now called to order.
This is the public hearing of the
Conm ttee on Licenses and
I nspections regarding Bill No.
250774.

Ms. McDonald, will you

pl ease read the title of the bill
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THE CLERK: Bill No.
250774, anmendi ng Section 9-3903 of
The Phi | adel phia Code ("Certificate
of Rental Suitability; Required
Tenant Docunents") to include
provi sions of voter registration
information to tenants, all under
certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
And | now note the presence of
Counci l man Vi ce-Chair Squill a.

Before calling our first
panel, 1'd |like to acknow edge the
sponsor of the bill,
Counci | nrenber Ni na Ahmad for sone
remar ks

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you, Chair. Good afternoon,
everyone. Chairman Driscoll and
t he menbers of the Comm ttee, thank
you for the opportunity to speak in
support of Bill No. 250774 which
introduced. | would like to thank

Counci | renbers Phillips, Gauthier,
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Landau, Lozada, Harrity and Bass
for co-sponsoring this neasure.

The goal of this neasure
Is sinple and straightforward, to
make voter registration informtion
easier for renters to access at the
exact nonent they sign a | ease.
The bill sinply adds one itemto
t he docunents | andl ords al ready
must provide, a link to the Cty
Conmm ssi oners' How to Regi ster
page.

This is a nonpartisan
easy lift, high-inpact step. L&
has confirnmed it can incorporate
this link directly into the
Partners in Good Housi ng handbook
that | andl ords already give
tenants. So conpliance requires no
extra work beyond providing the
updat ed handbook. L& has agreed
to post the revised handbook online
in English and several other

| anguages, extending access to nore
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residents across the city.

Additionally, the
Phi | adel phia Cty Comm ssioners
have expressed their support for
this bill and they actually hel ped
us craft this bill, so | just may
add. And the stewards of our | ocal
El ecti on Adm ni stration, they
recogni ze that providing accurate
registration informati on at nove-in
is asinple way to help eligible
residents keep their voter records
current and participate in our
denocr acy.

This is a prudent
i nvestnent to help close a
persistent gap for renters, many of
whom don't benefit from the notor
voter interactions and may nove
frequently. The policy is
straightforward at the start of
each tenancy, along with the
Certificate of Rental Suitability,

the owners attestation and the
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Partners in Good Housi ng handbook,
tenants received the link to
regi ster, update their
regi stration. Nothing nore,
nothing less. It's an
i nformati onal nudge at a key life
nmonment when peopl e nost |ikely need
to update their address so they can
vote fromthe bl ock where they
live.

|"mgrateful that L&l
supports this bill and has already
prepared the path to inplenentation
via the handbook update. | also
appreciate the partnership of our
City Comm ssioners, whose office
mai ntai ns howto-regi ster resources
and advocates and residents here
today who share the goal of naking
civic participation easier for our
Phi | adel phi ans.

| want to give a shout-
out to Conm ssioner Lisa Deeley and

Ni ck Custodi o, who we worked with
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very specifically to get this bill
this far. Colleagues, Bill 250774
Is targeted, efficient and ready.
It | everages an existing |andlord
requi rement, adds virtually no
adm ni strative burden and hel ps
ensure eligible voters get tinely,
accurate information to participate
i n our denocracy.

| respectfully ask for
your favorable recomendati on so we
can enact this ordinance effective
30 days after passage and have it
wor ki ng for renters cityw de.
Thank you for giving ne this
opportunity to speak.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Thank you, Council menber Ahnmad.

It's a magjor bill and I
think this is good | egislation.
Anyt hing we can do to nake it
easi er for people to understand our
voting process and get to that. No

matter what political party they
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want to register, they need to
regi ster and we need people to
vote. So thank you for your
efforts today.

And with that, 1'd Iike
Ms. McDonald to please call the
first panel we have to testify this
norning on Bill No. 250774.

THE CLERK: Conmi ssi oner
Li sa Deel ey.

(Wtness approached
wi tness table.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Wl cone, Conm ssi oner.

COW SSI ONER DEELEY:
Thank you. Thank you very nuch,
M. Chairman, fellow Council peopl e.
Li sa Deel ey, Vice-Chair,
Phi | adel phia Gty Conm ssioner's
Ofice. |1'd like to thank
Counci | mrenber Ahmad for this
significant |egislation, which
al t hough may seeminsignificant in

as nmuch as it just adds a QR code
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to a piece of information that
we're already giving | andl ords at
the tinme that they go for their
license at L&, it really has a
significant inpact, especially when
we | ook at the | andscape of

Phi | adel phia as it relates to

apartnent buil di ngs and apart nent

housi ng.

So, you know, back in
the -- when | started this journey
at this office, | started at |ike a

rudi nentary level as a conmmittee
person and | used to go door to
door, |ike at ny neighbor's houses.
And when sonebody woul d nove i n,
you know, | would go and introduce
nyself to themand try to give them
voter registration information.
And we know now that these |arge
apartnment conpl exes, for exanpl e,
we're not able to get in.

It's not a matter of

Denocrat, Republican, Working
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Fam |l ies, |Independents, League of
Wnen Voters. Nobody can get in.
They're like fortresses. You can't
penetrate. So this really hel ps
get through that barrier and it

gi ves people the information they
need just to find out howto

regi ster to vote.

And one of the other
advantages to this link and
providing it for people is that
when you use that link, it wll
take you to the Comm ssioner's
voter registration page, it says
how to register to vote. But
another thing it does is it gives
you all the | anguage options. So
that is also a barrier that we are
hel pi ng to overcone. Because if
they use that QR code to get voter
information, they'll see that they
can get that information in various
| anguages, that our voter

regi stration application is nmade
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avai |l abl e and where they can get
it. Wether they conme to the
office, they go online, they go to
one of our satellite election
offices, it's just providing
pertinent information to do
everything we can do as a city to
make voting part of the
conversati on.

So | appreciate very
much this opportunity to be here.
Thank you for this well-thought-out
| egislation, and | |look forward to
ot her opportunities such as this to
conti nue addi ng voting to the
conversation. Thank you very nuch.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Wel |, thank you, Comm ssioner. And
I"d like to conmmend you on all your
efforts with the many | anguages
that you're now putting on the
website. As we saw yesterday at
t he Harvest Moon Festival up there

i n Northeast Phil adel phia, the
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grow ng Asi an popul ati on and you
have the Chinese on there. So we
t hank you for that.

Any ot her nmenbers? | do
want to recogni ze Menber Gauthier.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, M. Chair.

| just wanted to first
commend you, Comm ssioner, and
commend you, Council nmenber Ahnmad.
| think this bill is really good,
and |''m hopeful that it will help
us get a lot nore people registered
or updat ed.

| did have a question
just out of curiosity. Do we know
t he breakdown of the percentage of
renters who consistently vote
versus honmeowners? |s that a stat
that you all collect?

M5. DEELEY: That is not
a stat that we track. W can | ook
to see if we can do sone kind of

search by addresses. That's
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sonething we'll ook into and we'll
certainly get you that information.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
| nmean, it'd be just an interesting
data point to have. But certainly,
| think this bill is wonderful.

V5. DEELEY: Yeah. And
as we know and as Counci | nenber
Ahmad al so noted, another big
advantage of this is sonetines
people that are in that rental
popul ati on, they have a tendency to
nove a |l ot so we mss them even
when they nove. So this just keeps
them active. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Thank you, Conm ssioner Deel ey.

Heari ng no further
guestions -- |'msorry.
Counci | menber Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you so nmuch, Comm ssi oner,
for your testinmony. | just had a

qui ck question about the
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I npl enent ed execution strategy.
And |'mnot sure. Hopefully, I
think you're going to be
tag-team ng with Council woman Ahnad
on this. Wat conmuni cation
strategy is going to be used to
announce this change to | andl ords
and the public, and both for the
| andl ords and tenants who nay w sh
to verify this information to nmake
sure that you're in conpliance with
it?

V5. DEELEY: Well, |
bel i eve that any announcenent woul d
cone fromthe Licenses and
| nspections Departnent in
conjunction with the Council worman,
but this QR code is just going to
be added to the | andl ord handbook
that we already distribute as a
city to I andl ords.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Ckay. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:

Page 15

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on Licenses and | nspections
10/ 06/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

Menber Ahmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you, Chair.

| just wanted to al so
respond to what Conm ssioner Deel ey
just said. Yes, once we get this
bill done, we will be nessaging it
out and just rem nding, one nore
rem nder for people to make sure
they're registered and -- so we'l|
be doi ng sone nessagi ng around this
as soon as we get this out of
commttee. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Thank you, Conm ssi oner.

Heari ng no further
guestions fromnenbers of this
panel, Ms. MDonald, will you
pl ease call the second panel we
have to testify this norning on
Bill No. 250774.

THE CLERK: Sarah Adano.

Page 16

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on Licenses and | nspections
10/ 06/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

(Wtness approached
wi tness table.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Good afternoon. And please state
your nane for the record and
proceed with your testinony.

M5, ADAMO  Good
af t ernoon, Chairperson Driscoll
menbers of the Licenses &

I nspections Conmttee. M nane is
Sarah Adanpo and |'mthe Director of
Zoning and Legislation for the
Departnent of Licenses and

I nspections Quality of Life.

Today |I'mhere to
provi de testinony on Bill No.
250774, introduced by Council menber
Ahmad, which if enacted, wll anend
Section 9-3903 of The Phil adel phi a
Code, ("Certificate of Rental
Suitability; Required Tenant
Docunents"), to include the
provi sions for voter registration

information to tenants, all under
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certain terns and conditions.

This bill will require
that all owners and | andl ords
provide their tenants with a link
to the How to Regi ster page on the
City Comm ssioner's website. In an
effort to support this |egislation,
L& has al ready made the change to
the Partners in Good Housing
handbook to include this new
requi red |ink.

This change wll not
only make this information
available to the public, but wll
also allow | andlords to conply with
this new requirenment with no
additional effort, as they are
already required to provide this
handbook to their tenants. L& is
supportive of this |legislation and
I's prepared to nmake the revised
Partners in Good Housi ng handbook
avai |l abl e on our website in English

and in several other |anguages.
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Thank you for the
opportunity to provide testinony
for the Departnent of Licenses and
| nspections and |'m happy to answer
any questions at this tine.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Menber Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you so ruch, Chairnman
Driscoll.

| just have a quick
question for you. From an
enf orcenent perspective, how w ||
It be verified that |andl ords have
i ncl uded the voter registration
link and materials they provide to
tenant s?

M5. ADAMO  So
currently, landlords are already
required to give this handbook. |If
they are conplying with that by
provi di ng the updated handbook t hat
we have online, they'l

automatically be conplying with no
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addi tional effort.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Gotcha. And is there a way that
you all are going to get together
and di scuss -- by the way, | think
this is great. By the way, | just
want to put that out there. But I
want to know if you all are going
to discuss, like, howthis
requi rement is going to be revi ewed
for effectiveness, for exanple,
seei ng that people have updated
their voter registration as a
result of this, as in how can we
measure the effectiveness?

M5. ADAMO W woul d
have to work together with the City
Conmmi ssioner to look into that. |
mean, we at L&, we wouldn't be
able to track voter registration
but we can certainly work with them
to see if we can nmake any
additional efforts to help with

t hat .
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COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you so -- oh, Dr. --

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Yes. Thank you, Chair.

| just wanted to al so
add if a landlord wants to proceed
Wi th any eviction process, they
have to show proof that they
actual ly gave that handout to the
renter. | mean, it's a bit after
the fact and hopefully not anybody
having to do that, but that's one
nmeasure of knowing that -- if it
cones to that, that that handbook
Is being -- the landlord is
actually giving that to the renter.
But we don't have any punitive
measure in place to do that.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
And | just want to say thank you to
Dr. Ahmad for trying to increase
voter participation in the city of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:

Page 21

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on Licenses and | nspections
10/ 06/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Counci | mrenber O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Thank you, M. Chair.

Menber Ahmad, to meke
sure |I'mclear on what you just
said, so in order for landlords to
proceed with evictions, they have
to have to have made sure that this
handbook has been given to them and
t hi s handbook wi Il automatically
i ncl ude now voter registration as
wel | ?

COUNCI LVWOVAN  AHVAD:
Correct.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Correct. That is wonderful news.
And | want to just commend you for
the work that you've done to nake
it much nore automatic and ki nd of
a given that those who are often
half the city by the way, renters,

have an easy access to voter
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regi stration and we can nake sure
that if you were trying to put
sonebody out of their shelter, that
you have done your due diligence to
make sure they are registered
voters. This is another way that
we nove forward to nore direct
denocracy. Thank you so rmuch for
your work. Thank you so nuch.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
You're nost wel cone and thank you
for your support.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Ckay. Sarah, thank you for your
testi nony.

M5. ADAMO.  Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Hearing no further questions from
nmenbers of this panel and there
bei ng no other panels to testify on
the bill before us today, we wll
now transition to our public
conment section.

Ms. McDonald, will you
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pl ease call the first person neking
public comment we have to testify
this norning on the bill before
this commttee?

THE CLERK: There are no
nanmes for public comrent.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
kay. We would like to thank al
of our witnesses for joining us
today. There being no further
qguestions or menbers of the
commttee and no other witnesses to
testify on Bill No. 250774, | wll
ask if there's anyone el se present
in this hearing whose nane we have
failed to call and that wi shes to
offer testinony on the bills being
consi dered today?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Hearing none, | want to thank the
panel s and wi tnesses for their
participation. W certainly val ue

your opinions. This concludes the
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public hearing of the commttee.
W will now go into the public
neeting to consider the action to
be taken on the bill before this
comm ttee today.

Ms. McDonald, will you
pl ease call the roll to take
attendance. Menbers that are in
attendance, please indicate that
you' re present when your name isS
cal | ed.

THE CLERK:
Counci | mrenber G I nore Ri chardson.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Jones.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | renber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Present.

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
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Present.

THE CLERK:
Counci | mrenber O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:

Present .

THE CLERK: Vice-Chair
Squi I | a.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Chair
Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Present. The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber O Rourke for a notion
on the amendment to Bill No.
250774.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Thank you, M. Chairman.

| offer an anmendnent to
Bill No. 250774. A copy of the
amendnent has been circulated to
all menbers of the commttee.
nove that the anmendnent to Bill No.
250774 be approved.

(Duly seconded.)
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COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
The Chair notes for the record that
Counci | woman Gaut hi er seconds the
notion. |t has been noved and
properly seconded that the
amendnent to Bill No. 250774 be
approved.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
The ayes have it. The notion
carries and the anendnent to Bil
No. 250774 has been approved.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber O Rourke for a notion
on Bill No. 250774 as anended.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Thank you, M. Chair.

| nove that Bill No.
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250774 as anended be reported from
this commttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading
of this bill at our next session of
Counci I .

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
The Chair notes for the record that
Counci | mrenber Gaut hi er seconds the
notion. It has been noved and
properly seconded that Bill No.
250774 as anended be reported from
this commttee wwth a favorable
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading
of this bill at the next session of
Counci | .

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)
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COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
The ayes carry it. And that
concl udes the business before this
Conm ttee today on Licenses and
I nspections. Thank you all very
much for your attendance.
Congratul ati ons, Menber Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you, M. Chair.

(Conmittee on Licenses
and | nspections concl uded at

1:22 p.m)
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