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BILL 190353 - An ordinance authorizing the
City of Philadelphia Department of Public
Health, on behalf of the City, to enter into
an intergovernmental agreement with the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of
Human Services, whereby additional funds could
be made available to City Federally Qualified
Health Centers...
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COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL: Thank
you. The Committee on Finance is called
to order.

We will ask the Clerk to read
the title of the bill.

THE CLERK: 190353, an
ordinance authorizing the City of
Philadelphia Department of Public Health,
on behalf of the City, to enter Into an
intergovernmental agreement with the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department
of Human Services, whereby additional
funds could be made available to City
Federally Qualified Health Centers, under
certain terms and conditions.

COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL: Thank
you very much.

We note that there 1s a quorum.
To my right, Councilman Henon, Vice
Chair. To his right, Councilman David
Oh. And to my left, Councilman Bill
Greenlee. To his left, the President of
City Council, Darrell Clarke.

Does anybody have any
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statements they"d like to make?

(No response.)

COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL: This
IS an Administration bill and we"re happy
to have 1t. We see the Commissioner
here, and we would like to call on you
for your statement and thank you for
being here.

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: Thank
you. Good morning, Chair Blackwell and
Councilmembers. My name is Dr. Tom
Farley and 1 serve as Health
Commissioner. Joining me today is Sami
Jarrah, the Chief Operating Officer for
the Health Department.

I"m pleased to say a few words
about my support for Bill No. 190353.
The purpose of this ordinance is to
authorize Philadelphia®s Department of
Public Health to enter Into a multi-year
alternative payment agreement with the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania from 2019
through 2024.

Currently, the City of
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Philadelphia spends funds to provide
medical care for uninsured patients at
iIts eight health centers. This payment
agreement will enable the Commonwealth to
draw down federal Medicaid funds to match
these expenditures. These matching funds
will then be provided to Philadelphia in
higher payment rates for services
provided at the City"s eight health
centers to cover existing costs. As you
know, Medicaid is the program that
provides health insurance to people with
low or no income. Revenue from the
federal Medicaid matching funds i1s built
into Mayor Kenney®"s Fiscal Year 2020 to
2024 Five Year Budget Plan, which Council
has before i1t for consideration and which
the Department of Public Health testified
about on April 23rd.

This new payment agreement
requires federal authorization from the
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services, or CMS, which the state will

submit for federal approval In the coming
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months. It has already gained the
approval of the Commonwealth.

IT approved by CMS, this new
payment agreement would operate similarly
to how the Department of Public Health
draws down additional Medicaid dollars
for the Philadelphia Nursing Home and
through the Philadelphia Hospital
Assessment. Because the Commonwealth and
CMS typically approve changes to Medicaid
payment methodologies In multiple years,
the agreement needs to have a term of
three years, renewable up to a five-year
maximum, and iIs, therefore, subject to
approval of City Council.

Thank you for considering this
ordinance. I"m happy to answer any
questions.

COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL: Thank
you very much.

Are there any questions, any
statements from members of the Committee?

(No response.)

COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL: 1Is
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there anyone else who would like to
testify before this Committee this
morning?

(No response.)

COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL: Seeing
none, we will end the hearing and enter
Into our meeting.

The Chair now recognizes
Councilman Henon for a motion regarding
Bill No. 190353.

COUNCILMAN HENON: Thank you,
Madam Chair. I move that Bill No. 190353
be reported from this Committee with a
favorable recommendation and further move
that the rules of Council be suspended to
permit first reading of this bill at our
next session of City Council.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL: 1t has
been moved and properly seconded that
Bill No. 190353 be reported from this
Committee with a favorable recommendation
and further moved that the rules of

Council be suspended to permit first
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reading of this bill at the next session
of Council.

All those iIn favor of the
motion will signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL: Those
opposed, nay.

(No response.)

COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL: The
ayes have 1t and the motion carries, and
Bill No. 190353 will be reported from
this Committee with a favorable
recommendation and a request that the
rules of Council be suspended so as to
permit first reading at our next session

of Council.

Let me thank everyone for being

here. Our business i1s completed and this

hearing is adjourned.

Thank you.

(Committee on Finance concluded

at 9:36 a.m.)
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5 contained fully and accurately in the

6 stenographic notes taken by me upon the

7 foregoing matter, and that this i1s a true and
8 correct transcript of same.

9

10

11

12

13 -
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21  transcript does not apply to any reproduction
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