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COUNCI L OF THE I TY OF PH LADELPH A
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COUNCI LWOVAN CI NDY BASS
COUNCI LMAN M CHAEL DRI SCOLL
COUNCI LMAN CURTI'S J. JONES, JR
COUNCI LMAN NI COLAS O ROURKE
COUNCI LMAN JEFFREY YOUNG, JR
COUNCI LMAN ANTHONY PHI LLI PS

HELEN LOUGHEAD, CLERK
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Good norning, everyone.
Good norni ng, everyone. (Good
nor ni ng, everyone. So good norning,
everyone.

I"'mgoing to do it this
way. |'musually generous, right?
|'"'mbeing fair and we're going to
have plenty opportunity to talk
about the people's budget and have
anpl e opportunity to tal k about all
the things that you want to hear.

But we will have sone order, we wl|
have sonme decorum W wll give you
an opportunity to tal k about your
perspective and your recommendations
for our budget.

Let's have a good tine
today. | do not feel like ejecting
peopl e out of the people' s house, so
| et's have sone good tine and do
denocracy in action.

Vel come everyone to City
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Council this nmorning. This is the
public hearing and a public
Commi ttee of the Whol e regarding
Bills No. 250195, 250196, 250197,
250198, 250199, 250200, 250201,
250202, 250210, 250211, 250212, and
Resol uti on No. 250214.

Ms. Loughead, will you
pl ease call the role to take
at t endance?

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Squi |l I a.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:
Present.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER
Present .

THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
Jones, Counci | nenber Young,
Counci | menber Driscoll,
Counci | menber Lozada.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA:

Present.
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THE CLERK: Counci | renber

Bass.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:
Present.

THE CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Phillips.

Counci | menber PHI LLI PS:
Present .

THE CLERK:  Counci | nenber
O Neill, Council nmenber G I nore-

Ri char dson.
COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
Rl CHARDSON:  Present.
THE CLERK: Counci | menber

Thonmas.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:
Present.

THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
Harrity.

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY:
Present.

THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
Ahmad, Counci | nenmber Landau,

Counci | menber Brooks, Counci | nenber
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O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE
Present .

THE CLERK: Counci |
Presi dent Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Present. A quorum of the
commttee is present and this
hearing is now called to order.

Ms. Loughead, will you
pl ease read the title of the
resol uti ons.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
250195, an ordi nance anendi ng
Chapter 19-1500 of the Phil adel phia
Code entitled Wage and Net Profits
Tax by revising certain tax rates,
under certain ternms and conditions.

Bill No. 250196, an
ordi nance adopting the operating
budget for fiscal year 2026.

Bill No. 250197, an
ordi nance to adopt a fiscal 2026

capi tal budget.
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Bill No. 250198, an
ordi nance to adopt a capital program
for the six fiscal years 2026
t hrough 2031 i ncl usive.

Bill No. 250199, an
or di nance anendi ng Chapter 19-2600
of the Phil adel phia Code entitled
Busi ness I ncone and Recei pts taxes
to revise tax rates and end certain
exclusions fromthe tax on receipts,
all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

Bill No. 250200, an
ordi nance anendi ng Chapter 19-1000
of the Phil adel phia Code entitled
Traffic Code to revise the fee for
the use of parking neters all under
certain terns and conditions.

Bill No. 250201, an
or di nance anendi ng chapter 19-1800
of the Phil adel phia Code entitled
School Tax Authorization to provide
for an increase in the tax of the

Board of Education of the School
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District of Philadelphiais
aut hori zed to i npose on real estate,
and anmendi ng Chapter 19-1300
entitled Real Estate Taxes to
establish an equival ent reduction in
the tax rate for the Gty Rea
Estate Tax, all under certain terns
and condi tions.

Bill No. 250202, an
or di nance anendi ng Section 19-1806
of the Phil adel phia Code entitled
Aut hori zation of Realty Use and
Cccupancy Tax to elimnate certain
exenptions, all under certain terns
and condi tions.

Bill No. 250210, an
or di nance anendi ng Section 10-1001
of the Phil adel phia Code entitled
Fees of Conm ssioner Records to
I ncrease the portion of fees for the
recordi ng of deeds and nortgages and
rel ated docunents be used for
housi ng trust fund purposes under

certain terns and conditi ons.
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Bill No. 250211, an
or di nance anendi ng Chapter 19-1400
of the Phil adel phia Code entitled
Realty Transfer Tax by revising the
rate of a tax under certain terns
and condi ti ons.

Bill No. 250212, an
ordi nance to anend Chapter 19-4400
of the Phil adel phia Code entitled
Devel opnent I npact Tax to end in
position of the tax, under certain
ternms and conditions.

Resol ution No. 250214,
resol ution providing for the
approval by the council of the Cty
of Phil adel phia of a revised five-
year financial plan for the city of
Phi | adel phia covering fiscal years
2026 through 2030 and i ncorporating
revisions with respect to fiscal
year 2025, which is to be submtted
by the Mayor to the Pennsyl vani a
I nt ergover nnent al Cooperation

Aut hority pursuant to an
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I nt ergover nnent al Cooperation
Agreenment by and between the city
and the authority.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Today we will -- today
we'll continue a public hearing of
the Commttee of the Wwole to
consider the bills read by the clerk
that constitute proposed operating
and capital spending neasures for
year 2026, a capital program and a
forward-1ooking capital plan for
fiscal year 2026 through fiscal year
2031.

W will now begin taking
testinony fromthe public on the
city's proposed FY26 budget and

Si x-year capital programfor FY26 to

FY31.

Bef ore proceedi ng, how
about I wll lay a few ground rules
on how we'll proceed with the public

testinony this afternoon. W are

here today to hear from you about
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the city's proposed FY26 budget for
the city of Philadel phia. To ensure
that there is an opportunity for all
of you to be heard, certain ground
rul es have been established as
follows. Your testinony should be
about the bills listed on the

cal endar .

Once your nane is call ed,

you will then have up to two m nutes
to speak. In order to be fair, al
those w shing to speak, | intend to

hold faithfully to that two-m nute
limt.

Once you are asked to begin
your testinony, a tinmer will be
started. Wen there are 30 seconds
remaining to your tine, you will be
rem nded of this. Once your
allotted tine has passed, you'll be
asked to conclude your remarks. W
wll be with you all day today. So,
we have a norning session and

afternoon session. W |ook forward
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to having a very, very robust
di scussion as we consider the
proposed budget before us.

And so, |'mgoing to ask
Ms. Loughead to please call the
first panel.

THE CLERK: Benjam n Wong.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Curtis Jones.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES:
Reported present for the record.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch, Council --
Counci | menber Curtis Jones is
present. Thank you, sir.

THE CLERK: W'l have
Benj am n Wng, M nh Nguyen, Nu
Duong, and then Judy Keegan can all
come up to the podium

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair al so recogni zes the
presence of Council menber Jeffrey J.

Young.
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MR WONG M nane is
Benj ami n Wng. Good norni ng,
Counci | renbers. M nane is Benjam n
Wng, and | serve as the president
of Greater Phil adel phia chapter of
AREAA, which is Asian Real Estate
Associ ation of Anerica. |I'ma
realtor and a proud advocate for
smal | busi nesses throughout our
city.

But beyond ny role --
current role, | cone froma snall
busi ness famly, and |I know
firsthand what it neans to struggle
just to stay afloat. My parents
owned a food distribution business
I n Northeast Phil adel phi a.

The busi ness ran al nost 22
hours a day, and both of ny parents
wor ked over 12 hours daily. It was
hard, physical, and nonstop worKk.
There were tinmes we had to rush to
the bank just to nake sure checks we

wr ot e woul dn't bounce.
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Bet ween payi ng enpl oyees,
covering the rising cost of goods
and keeping the trucks on the road,
we barely got by some weeks. That
experi ence shaped ny understandi ng
of what it really nmeans to operate a
smal | busi ness, and how every single
dollar matters.

Today snall businesses in
Phi | adel phi a are under even nore
pressure, inflation, staffing
shortages and rising operating costs
are already stretching themthin.
And on top of that, they face one of
t he highest |ocal tax burdens in the
region. The wage tax and the
busi ness i nconme and receipts tax
make it harder for these businesses
to reinvest, grow, and sinply
survi ve.

Now, with the proposed
renmoval of the 100, 000 BI RT
exenption, things are about to even

get harder. That exenption neant
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t hat busi nesses coul d keep sone
br eat hi ng room whi | e keeping --
while getting off the ground or
staying stable. Wthout it, they'll
be taxed before they've even paid
t hensel ves or their enpl oyees.

These are -- these aren't
| arge corporations, these are famly
run shops, conmunity anchors, our
nei ghbors -- and our nei ghbors.
They' re the backbone of Anerica and
certainly the backbone of
Phi | adel phia. W want to stay here.
W want to hire, reinvest and grow,
but we need a tax environnment that
supports that, not one that nakes it
har der .

So today, | respectfully
urge you to support nodest
meani ngful reductions to the tax and
Bl RT taxes. These changes won't
j ust support businesses, they
support nei ghborhoods, famlies, and

job creation across the city. Thank
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you for your tinme and | -- and your
continued service. |'mproud to be
part of the city and | ook forward to
bei ng a resource as you work towards
nore of a supportive econonic
environnment for all of us. Thank
you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very much for your
testi nony.

M5. DUONG Hi, City
Council. M nanme is Nu Duong, and I
am Vi ce-Chair Policy from AREAA
al so. | have been a realtor for
four year and | amal so a rea
estate investor.

| run a small conpany which

| do fix and flip. | bought the old
house, fix it, and sell it all I
refinanced and ran out. |'m honored

to be here today to testify and
support for further review of the
wage tax and Busi ness | nconme and

Recei ves Tax. For the -- because ny
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equity is limted, | nust seeking
for the financial |everage fromthe
bank [ ender. | nust try nmy best to
bal ance the cash flow to ensure that
| can repay the loan | have in doing
t he busi ness.

The tax right now for ny
business is quite high. | nust pay
4.2 percent for transfer tax in
Phi | adel phia for each transacti on,
buy and sell. And after that, if |
sell the house under a year, | wll
be charged 30 percent of the capita
gain. After all kind of the
transaction tax fromthe debt
project, | nust pay the federal tax,
Pennsyl vani a tax, and after that |
must pay the city tax, too.

Wen | filed the tax in
early of this year, the tax | pay
for city is alnpost at the sane with
t he Pennsylvania tax. And after all
of the tax, ny profit is not nuch.

| want to -- right now the
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cost for the supply and the |abor is
really high. | want -- if | conpare
to another area, the transfer tax is
only two percent for each
transaction. And in the house in
the other areas, the insurance and
the cost for other thing is cheaper.
But to be honest, | want to be here.
| work in real estate for a |ong
time and I'msick to hear all the
peopl e say that our city is
outdated, the houses | ook old. |
want to do sonmething that for the --
for us to grow because of the

Phi | adel phi a.

But with the tax increase
in the future, | -- thisis really
hard for us to maintain this type of
the business. | want to be here and
| need the support fromthe city to
grow up and make this city better.
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you.
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MR, NGUYEN. Hello
everyone. M nanme is M nh Nguyen, a
resident of the 2nd District in
Phi | adel phia under Gty Council man
Kenyatta Johnson. And |I'm here
today representing the Asian Real
Estate Association of Anmerica and
Phi | adel phia in partnership with the
Asi an Chanber of Conmerce to offer
public testinony on the city budget.
On the quick side note, today is a
gl ori ous day because ny baby sister
Tren is in | abor as we speak and
she's ready to give birth to ny
first niece.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Congratul ati ons.

MR VEN: [I'mgoing to be
an uncle, you all.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Anot her resident of the 2nd
Councilmatic District.

MR. NGUYEN. Pregnancy and

the birthing process is an absol ute
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mracle in the circle of life and
happy bel ated Mother's Day. If it
were not for wonen and nothers, the
wor |l d woul d not be in existence.

So, to all of the nons w ves and
sisters --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Yeah.

MR. NGUYEN. -- we thank
you and we | ove you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Yeah.

MR, NGUYEN. And to ny baby
sister, Trinh Chupnongi Mai, happy
Asi an Anmerican, Native Hawaiian, and
Paci fic |slander Heritage nonth to
everyone. | hope you cel ebrate this
nonth and eat sone really good
Vi et nanese or Asian Anmerican food.
I'"'mthe Secretary and Policy Chair
of the local chapter of the Asian
Real Estate Association of Anerica.

W represent 45 chapters,
19, 000 nenbers, 51 ethnicities, 26
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| anguages in North Anerica, and |'m
here with ny col |l eagues Nu and our
Presi dent, Benjam n Wng, who spoke
on the BIRT's exenption and
equitable tax reformto positivity
i npact Asian Anerican snal |
busi nesses t hroughout Phil adel phi a.
W are in partnership with
Dr. Khine Arthur, CEO and President
of the Asian American Chanber of
Conmrer ce, whi ch represents 13, 000
Asi an Anmerican businesses in the
city of Phil adel phia. The hi ghest
nunber of businesses by any mnority
community in Phil adel phia. Thank
you to Asian Anmerican smal
busi nesses for all of your hard work
and resilience over these | ast
decades in building our community.
At AREAA, we believe that
housing is a human right and we
envision the world free of housing
di scrimnation and free of

honmel essness. Thank you to the
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Mayor Adm nistration for your work
in constructing the budget proposals
and honme $2 billion housing action
pl an synopsi s.

W are testifying to
support, maintaining and reducing
the -- and increasing that $100, 000
exenption in the wage tax and
busi ness i ncone receipts tax, which
wi |l allow businesses to invest in
their business, expand operati onal
capacity, and capital expenditures,
hire nore staff and pay effective
wages, i ncrease productivity and
grow t he econom ¢ out put, enpower
their communities and nmake
Phi | adel phia a nore conpetitive
busi ness hub, attracting busi nesses
fromall around the region, country
and wor | d.

Rel ating to the Mayor's $2
billion housing action plan to build
and preserve 30,000 housing units

and i ssuance of $800 mllion to
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muni ci pal bonds, we have sone
guesti ons and concerns.

Real quick and we'll submt
this testinony to the Mayor and to
City Council, but we have concerns
and questions regardi ng econoni c and
envi ronnmental inpacts, quality of
life, affordable housing strategies,
gentrification, displacenent due to
artificial inflation of the
assessnment of property taxes,
underwiting of the mdst of a
bonds, the repaynent schedul e, the
i ncrease of transfer tax by 0.5 to
one percent, projected to procure
just enough to cover the debt
service over five years.

And al so, the financi al
anal ysis of the plan. The OPA gave
us vol atile reassessnents and
unpredi ctabl e al gorithmand all of
the other inefficiencies that we
must correct before we take on such

a huge devel opnent project in the
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city of Phil adel phi a.

We thank you for your
support of housing. Housing is a
human right. Let's do this
careful ly and surgically and
strategically. Thank you so much
and happy Asian Anerican, Native
Hawai i an, and Pacific | sl ander
Heritage Month, everyone.

THE CLERK: Next, we have
Judy Keegan, Mark Edwards, Al exander
Roederer, and Em |y Hasham

M5. KEEGAN: Good nor ni ng,
Counci | President Johnson and City
Counci | renbers. M nane is Judy
Keegan, and for the past 12 years
['ve lived in the Tacony section of
Phi | adel phia. Thank you very nuch
for this opportunity to speak in
support of an increased FY 2026
budget for Miural Arts Phil adel phi a.
And special thanks to Christina
Kohl meyer for her assistance in

scheduling me this early this
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nor ni ng.

In 1985, | went to work for
the Gty of Philadel phia's office of
Speci al Projects where | served as
t he producer of Philadel phia's, the
Book and the Cook Restaurant
Festival. The groundbreaki ng work
of Jane ol den and her staff was
al ready well underway with the anti -
graffiti network and Mural Arts
Phi | adel phi a.

| can still renmenber
wal ki ng down the 1200 bl ock of
Locust Street and seeing the nural
Phi | adel phia nuses for the first
time. It was breathtaking and | was
noved to tears.

The swel |l of pride that |
felt has been experienced many
t housands of tines over and over by
Phi | adel phi ans C tyw de, who see
t heir own nei ghbor hoods history and
cultures cel ebrated by |oca

artists.
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My own fam |y has been the
beneficiary of Mural Arts, art
educati on program for the past three
years. | have had custody of ny
grandson Von for nearly eight years
followi ng the death of his nother
and the renoval fromhis hone to
enter foster care. And one of the
first things that we did was buy him
art supplies to ease his transition
and we gave hima variety of those
art supplies. Al though he's
chal |l enged by autismin areas of
communi cati on and social skills, he
found a way to illustrate his view
of the world through art.

We | earned about the Mural
Arts Entrepreneurs program and
enrolled himin his first experience
of Hands-on Arts instruction with
the goal of devel opi ng mar ket abl e
arts project. That's not a
contradiction in terns. He | earned

techni ques and inval uable skills of
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col | aborati ons through soci al
interaction with his peer and fell ow
artists.

He advanced in prograns
where his autismwas just an aspect
of who he was as an i ndi vi dual
artist. In the summer of 2024, Von
had his first chance to take a paid
internship at the Tacony Art Center
Lab. This experience has further
transfornmed himinto a confident
young man with a clear point of view
with his art. He knows that he has
a place in the world and a val uabl e
contribution to make. And for proof
of that, if you go to the Friends of
Mural Arts |nstagram page, you'l
see Von speak for hinself.

Thi s experience has further
transformed him He has seen his
work up on city billboards and the
desi gns on the Mama Tee Community
Fridge Project to conbat food

insecurity. And in the creation of
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di rectional signage for
Phi | adel phia's own Hi ghl and Par k.

This fall, arnmed with a
Mural Arts letter of recommendati on,
he's applied to Tenple University's
| eadershi p and career studies
prograns where he will attend
classes with the aid of peer nentors
who provide a variety of autism
supports.

"' m here today to ask that
Gty Council increase the Miural Arts
FY 2026 budget of 3.7 mllion with
the addition of 1.5 mllion for a
total of 5.2 mllion or nore, as
m ght be consi dered as
Counci | mrenbers work continuously on
behal f of their constituents.

Mural Arts inpact in public
safety, anti-poverty efforts, nental
and behavi oral health, and so nuch
nore offers a streanlined way to
deliver critical constituent support

in a creative environnent. Mur al
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Arts nore than nurals, please fully
fund Mural Arts for FY 2026 and
beyond. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you, ma'am Pl ease begin.

MR, EDWARDS: Good norni ng.
My nane is Mark Edwards; |1'mthe
presi dent and CEO of The Food Trust.
| want to thank the Comm ttee of the
Whol e and Council President for
allowing this testinony. | want to
al so thank Council President Johnson
for launching the Food and Nutrition
Security task force where I'm
honored to serve. |It's encouraging
to see our city focus on building a
heal t hi er community for al
Phi | adel phi ans.

Today, | want to highlight
one clear action the city can take
in the 2025/ 2026 budget investing in
Food Bucks nutrition incentives. At
The Food Trust, we believe that what

| i es between hunger and health is
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nutrition security. Yet in
Phi | adel phia, the poorest big city
in America, too many residents are
forced to choose between eating
heal t hy and eati ng enough. Food
Bucks hel ped change that. Launched
in 2010, this -- with city support,
t he program provi des extra dollars
for fruits and veget abl es and
| ow-i ncone -- for |owincone
famlies.

It started at farnmer's
mar ket s, and now operates in places
i ke reading term nal market, corner
stores, supernmarkets |like ShopRite,
and even health centers. It's a
triple win. Better diets, stronger
| ocal econom es, and increased
i ncone for farnmers. But despite its
success, the programrelies heavily
on federal and philanthropic
funding. Wthout |ocal investnent,
it will not continue. That's why

we're asking the city's leaders to
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i nclude a m ni nrum of $500, 000 in the
upcom ng budget to sustain Food
Bucks. Oher cities have nade this
I nvest nent and we urge Phil adel phi a
to do the sane.

We're al so grateful for
Counci | renber N na Ahnmad for
el evati ng Food Bucks as a priority
and to all of you for your continued
support for prograns that help
Phi | adel phi ans eat well, stay
healthy, and thrive. Thank you very
much.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you. And, Mark,
t hank you for not just being on the
task force, but being a co-chair of
the task force. And | know there
was a recent announcenment about sone
devastating cuts to snap, which is
going to inpact people particularly
from i npoveri shed nei ghbor hoods.
And so just thank you for your

| eader shi p.

Page 30

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee O The Whol e FY26 Budget
05/ 13/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

MR EDWARDS: Great, thank
you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

MR. EDWARDS: And if | may
-- if I may just take a bit of
privilege, | followed the prior
testinony about the Anti-Gaffiti
Network in the Mural Arts program
where | had the honor of serving as
its deputy executive director for 10
years under the | ate Tim Spencer.

So | just wanted to acknow edge t hat
and give Timhis just due. Thank
you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Yes, thank you, sir.

THE CLERK: State you nane
for the record.

M5. HASHEM Hello. Thank
you for your attention. M nane is
Em |y Hashem and |'m a nedi cal
student at Jefferson. Just a couple

bl ocks away from here. Wen | read
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about the fiscal budget proposed for
2026 for the study of Phil adel phia,

| saw that a certain programthat I
care about was conspi cuously

m ssing. Specifically, there has
been sonme back and forth by Mayor
Par ker about whet her SEPTA Zero Fare
will remain funded. As you can
probably tell fromthe name, this is
a programthat provides free
transportation via SEPTA for

| ow-i ncone Phil adel phians. MIlions
of trips have been nade possible
because of this programin the past
year-and-a-half. These trips all ow
people to live, work, study,

wor shi p, and nove freely within the
city regardl ess of incone.

As a nedi cal student, |
work in nmultiple lowcost clinics in
Phi | adel phi a, and have come to know
and | ove the people we serve. W
can offer many things to themfor

free or at | ow cost, fromdoctor's
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visits to nedications, to food,
housi ng, you nane it.

The options are far nore
limted for transportation. And in
sonme of the clinics that | work at,
SEPTA Zero Fare is the only resource
we can offer patients to be able to
travel to appointnents. | can tel
you personally that |'ve seen about
a thousand people lIike be enrolled
in this program |'m probably not
the first person to tell you that
this is inportant.

In fact, due to backl ash
faced for slashing the program
Mayor Parker wal ked back her
decision to defund it. Now,
Counci | man O Rour ke has proposed
| egi slation called the Phil adel phi a
Transit Access Fund that wl|
solidify SEPTA Zero Fare as a
permanent way in which the Gty of
Phi | adel phia can help its

constituents.
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We've all conpl ai ned about
a late bus, or a detour, but we all
know t hat SEPTA is the safety net of
our city. The needs of the poorest
Phi | adel phi ans refl ect our own needs
to nove to access our city free from
the burden of cost. |'mhere to
express my strong support for the
conti nuation of SEPTA Zero Fare
funding in the proposed city budget,
and for your support in advocating
for the Philadel phia Track Transit
Access Fund.

SEPTA is a necessary and
shared resource, and | can't think
of many things that the city budget
coul d be better spent on than
nmeeting the basic needs of
constituents. Fund SEPTA now, fund
SEPTA forever, and fund it for those
who need it nobst. Thank you for
your tine.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you.
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THE CLERK: Next, we have
Khi ne Zaw, Marjorie Gol dberg,
Al exander Roederer and Stan Horwtz.

M5. ZAW  Good norni ng,
everyone.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Good nor ni ng.

M5. ZAW Good norning,
Counci | President, honorabl e nembers
of the Gty Council. Mny of you
know nme as the president and CEO of
Asi an Anmerican Chanber of Commerce
of Greater Phil adel phia representing
over 13,000 Asi an-owned busi nesses.
But | am here today as a taxpayer,
and as a nother of a young child who
will be a taxpayer.

| take Lincoln Drive and
Kelly Drive to get to ny work.
Every day | | ook at that greenery on
ny side and feel that pride in ny
heart, as an inmm grant who noved to
this country over 10 years ago, why

Phi | adel phia is ny honme. And |
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worry if my children will cal
Phi | adel phia as their hone.

Today, | spoke with several
very concerned snall busi ness owners
who are making | ess than $100, 000
per year. The BIRT Exenpti on sunset
will hit themhard, wll question
the fathers and the nothers who are
al ready burdened by heavy taxes.

My job as the president of
the Asian Anerican Chanber requires
nme to educate nyself, because
i gnorance is not bliss when it cones
to taxation and city budget. | know
how you all care about the city and
you are all very brave, that's why
you ran for a public office. And I
can tell you that all my nenbers are
in your districts.

Every tine there is an
el ection, we do our civic duty. W
go out, we vote, we elect you all as
our representatives to represent our

best interests.
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Ri ght now, | have a snall
busi ness owner in Chinatown who
can't afford to pay astronom ca
tariffs on spices. If you want to
eat authentic Indian food, Sichuan
food, you can't grow those spices
her e.

So if you are considering
anything inmportant in this budget
cycle, and you wll have many
nunbers presented to you today,
tonorrow, every day, please put the
reduction of BIRT and wage as your
priority because | cannot represent
any constituents if they decide to
| eave Phil adel phia. And if they
think that they' re being puni shed
for choosing Phil adel phia as their
home, there is nothing | can do to
convince themto stay.

So | plead you today,
honor abl e nmenbers of the Gty
Counci|l that we | ove Phil adel phi a.

Pl ease allow us to continue to
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choose Phil adel phia as our hone.
The budget decision is in your
hands, please consider reducing the
Bl RT and wage tax as your priority.
Thank you very nuch.

THE CLERK: Thank you.
State your nane for the record, sir.

MR. FINK: Jonat han Fi nk.

THE CLERK: Onh, he's
al ready on.

MR FINK: Oh, sorry.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes --

MR, HORWTZ: H, ny nane
Is Stan Horwtz.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
One second, sir. Hold on, Stan.

MR, HORW TZ: Excuse ne.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
I just want to recogni ze the
presence of Council menber Rue
Landau. Go ahead, M. Horwtz.

MR HORWTZ: Hi, ny nane

is Stan Horw t z. I"'mwth the
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Bicycle Coalition of Geater
Phi | adel phia, Philly Bi ke Action,
and | al so represent the Hawt hor ne
Enmpower nent Coal iti on, where we want
safe streets in our nei ghborhood.
I'"'mhere testifying in support of
addi tional Vision Zero funding for
the city's upcom ng fiscal year

The Mayor's proposed Vision
Zero budget is a key way to show t he
city's commtnment to reach zero
traffic fatalities, fight climate
change, and support traffic equity
for the nost economcally chall enged
Phi | adel phi ans.

Public safety is the
hi ghest responsibility for Gty
Council and the mayor. The main
budget line for Vision Zero was
increased from1 mllion in the
current fiscal year to 3.5 mllion
next year. An additional 1.5
mllion in Vision Zero fundi ng shows

up in another set of budget |ines.
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The new -- the new budget zero --
sorry. The new Vision Zero budget
al so includes 5 mllion from anot her
source of funding to pay for
concrete protected bi ke | anes al ong
Spruce and Pine Streets.

Thi s additional proposed
Vi sion Zero funding is wonderful,
and | urge City Council to support
Mayor Parker's expanded Vi sion Zero
fundi ng proposals. Vision Zero is
I nportant to nme, because |I'ma
bi cycl e commut er who bel i eves that
on that an inportant way to fight
climate change, reduce urban traffic
congestion and snbg and i nprove
overall safety for pedestrians and
bicyclists is to reduce our use of
I ndi vi dual notor vehicles as nuch as
possi bl e by actively encouraging the
use of both bicycles and safe UL
certified e-bikes. Thanks to Mayor
Par ker for her expanded conm tnent

to funding Vision Zero.
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| urge you to support
Vision Zero to the sanme or greater
degree that as Mayor Parker has
proposed. And thank you for your
time.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

MR FINK 1'Il go. M
name i s Jonathan Fink, and this is
ny incredibly beautiful wfe,
Marjorie Gol dberg. Go ahead.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Smart nove.

M5. GOLDBERG W are here
to talk about the rebirth of the
Philly Pops working as the "No Nane
Pops” until July 1st. Under new
| eadership led by its own nusicians,
all nmenbers of Phil adel phia
Musi ci ans Uni on Local 77.

MR. FINK: We are excited
and grateful for the funding we have
received so far fromthe city and

the help that we've had fromCity
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Council, and we're here to encourage
your support for us in the future.
W'd like to thank all the
Counci | nrenbers who have been so
supportive while we worked to
resurrect this Phil adel phia
i nstitution.

M5. GOLDBERG W started
The No Nane Pops in May of 2023,
perform ng over 50 free concerts
since then. These were all free and
open to the public.

MR. FINK: We now have a
new -- newmy forned board of
di rectors, including Philadel phia
icon and Action News Anchorman Jim
Gardner. W have an executive
director, Matt Coeval, who many of
you know, and our newly nanmed nusic
director, Christopher Dragon.

M5. GOLDBERG W' ve been
wor ki ng hard to revive our concert
series at the Kimmel Center, in

addition to performng all over
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Phi | adel phia for as many peopl e as
we can.

MR. FINK: During this |ast
year, we reached an agreenent with
the Peter Nero's famly for the
rights to the Philly Pops nanme and
branding. W worked with a | ocal
brandi ng conpany to conme up with a
new | ogo and feel for our new
or gani zat i on.

M5. GOLDBERG We're
excited to share that Wawa Wl cone
Anerica has invited us to return to
Pl ay pops on | ndependence Mall this
July 3rd with guest artist Ben
Folds. This is also free and open
to the public.

MR, FINK: W have done
this all while staying financially
responsi bl e.

M5. GOLDBERG As a proud
Uni on nenber and vice president of
Local 77, | want to share with

Counci | how their survival of the
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pops is inportant to our working

uni on nusicians and future
musi ci ans. We have an orchestra of
approxi mately 60 nusicians and
another 40 to 50 who play with us on
a reqgul ar basis.

For every concert we do at
the Kimmel Center, there are nore
enpl oynent opportunities for all the
performng arts union workers, such
as the | ATSE stagehands, the ushers,
the box office workers, et cetera.
Wth the closing of U Arts, a giant
hole was left on Broad Street. Many
of the jazz majors and instructors
fromU Arts are in our orchestra and
many play with us on a regul ar
basis. W pride ourselves on
creating pathways for young
musi cians to perform

MR. FINK: As parents of an
artistic young man, accessibility is
very inmportant to us. W are proud

to share that the pops is now an
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art-reach access partner so people
with disabilities can purchase $2
tickets for our prograns.

M5. GOLDBERG We're al so
commtted to mai ntai ni ng our ni ssion
of free programm ng all over
Phi | adel phia. W've been asked to
perform ei ght concerts next year for
Artsonia and their music in your
nei ghborhood initiative. W're also
produci ng our own free progranm ng
wWith other community partners. W
have worked diligently to create an
organi zation that works for our
patrons, our great city, and our
nmusi ci ans, and we ask that you
continue to help us by funding the
Philly Pops. Thank you.

MR FINK:  Thank you for
your tinme.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

THE CLERK: COUNCI LMEMBER
G LMORE- RI CHARDSON: Next, we have
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-- next we have Matthew Wal |l ach,
Susanne Stone, Sharon Allen, and
Angie Allison Ellison.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
kay. You can state your name and
begi n your testinony.

MR WALLACH. Hello. M
name i s Matthew Wall ach, and |'m
here testifying in support of the
proposed Vision Zero budget found in
Mayor Parker's proposal FY26, budget
line 70.1 and 71.2 of the street
budget in the six-year plan. The
mai n budget line for the Zero is to
increase from$1l mllion to $3.5
mllion. The additional 1.5 mllion
in Zero fund budgeting shows up in
anot her set of budget lines. The
Zero budget line is also -- includes
a $5 mllion for another source of
funding to pay for concrete
protection in bike |lanes on Spruce
and Pine, which you all nay be

famliar with. That is where we
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nost recently lost a doctor -- a
doctor of our community.

This is an inportant issue
to ne because every day hundreds of
peopl e nove through the city.

Fat hers, nothers, sons, daughters,
all use Phil adel phi a bi ke
infrastructure and there is no
concrete protection. This is not
paranoia, this is a fact. Last

week, we | ost sonebody in West

Phi | adel phia, sonmeone just trying to
nove about our city.

Far too many tines, |'ve
seen cars use the bike |lane as a
shortcut, which may save themti ne,
but puts others at risk, other |ives
at risk. Concrete wll save |ives,
it'"ll increase the flow of traffic,
it will also protect people just
trying to live their lives.

| was surprised to see the
new budget line of 70.1 for

mul ti nodal paths and trails to help
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maintain in the city. However, it
does not currently include for
Fi scal Year 2026.

| request that the budget
l'i ne include 500,000 for Fiscal Year
2026. Having this noney could
provide funds to hel p any additi onal
cost of state, or federal funding
for the project, safeguarding
agai nst potential delays causing
unexpected costs and federal -- and
uncertainty.

Wen | noved to the city, |
didn't have 200 -- $2.50 to take
SEPTA. | had a bi ke and that hel ped
nme get to doctors. It hel ped ne get
to work, where eventually | could
take SEPTA. And that | could keep
bi king. | just ask you guys, please
put ot her people's lives in your
m nds. Awesone. Thank you.

MB. ELLISON: Hello. M
name is Angelita Ellison. | ama

volunteer with WCRP, which is a
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nenber of the Philadel phia Coalition
for Affordable Conmmunities. |
currently live in Council D strict
5, but | have lived throughout the
city.

For about 16 years, | lived
in South Philly in a house that
bel onged to nmy grandparents and then
to ny nother. It was an old house,
and we didn't have the noney to fix
it up. M nother eventually applied
for the Basic Systens Repair
Program but was deni ed because the
cost of repair would be too high.
My nother then attenpted to get a
| oan from her bank and was al so
deni ed, so she decided to sell the
house.

| live in a house -- |
lived in the house with ny sister,
my son, and ny nother. M nother
noved down south after selling the
house. The rest of us |ooked for a

pl ace in Philadel phia. Qur choices
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were limted because of how
expensive rent is in the city. W
noved to the northeast, and then to
Frankford, and now | |ive near

G rard Coll ege.

Wth all these noves, | got
to see and experience what
gentrification is doing to the city.
|'ve seen ny fornmer neighbors | eave
South Philly, 1've seen artificially
inflated rent prices, |'ve seen a
rec center tennis court unused for
years be fixed up for new residents
and not for the benefit of long-term
residents. |'ve seen entire blocks
under construction.

So many peopl e have been
and still are, where | was,
struggling to find a place that they
can afford. Thirty percent of the
househol ds in Philly earned $30, 000
or less, and half of all renters are
housi ng costs burdened, neani ng once

we pay rent, we don't have enough
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|l eft over to pay for food, nedicine,
transportation, and other
necessities. That nunber is going
to go up as rents increase. The
only reason | can afford ny rent is
because | live with nmy sister and we
split the cost.

The groups in the
Phi | adel phia Coalition for
Af f ordabl e Communi ties are asking
Gty Council nenbers to put our
housi ng resources where they are
nost needed. Pass a budget that
I ncreases rental housing,
production, and preservation from
the 78 million it was in |ast year's
budget to 100 mllion for the next
year. And shallow rent prograns
from?2,659,000 to 4 mllion.
Eviction diversion --

CHAI R 3 LMORE- RI CHARDSON
Pl ease concl ude your testinony.

MS. ELLISON: -- rent

paynents al so need to increase.
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These prograns have done a lot to
hel p the peopl e of Phil adel phia and
they can do even nore --

CHAI R 3 LMORE- RI CHARDSON
Ma' am

M5. ELLISON: -- if they're
fully funded.

CHAI R 3 LMORE- RI CHARDSON:
Apol ogi es for the interruption.

Pl ease concl ude your testinony. W
have several pages of w tnesses, so
we nmust stay on tine.

M5. ELLISON: Yes, we are
just finishing up. Mst of the
changes in this city that |'ve seen
do not benefit the people who have
al ways |ived here. Now, Myor
Parker is proposing nore changes.

| am here today to ask the
City Council to pass a budget that
benefits those of us who need
housi ng resources the nost.

MR. ALLEN. Ckay. Good

nor ni ng, everybody. Good norning,
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Counci | renbers. M nane i s Shearon
Allen. |'man independent |iving
speci alist at Liberty Resources.

The Center for |ndependent Living
serving people with disabilities in
Phi | adel phia. [|'ma proud nmenber of
t he Phil adel phia Coalition of

Af f or dabl e Housing. Affordable
Housi ng, yeah. Ckay. Ckay.

Everyday | work with people
with disabilities who are trying to
I ndependently live to whomrelies
solely on Social Security and SSDI
to survive. Finding any affordable
housi ng in Phil adel phia is
difficult, but for someone who's
al so needs accessibility, a ranp
rolling shower elevator, it becones
al nost i npossi bl e.

Qur city is the poorest of
the 10 largest cities in the
country. W cannot continue to
ignore this reality. W need to

make sure our housing policy funding
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priorities reflect the needs of our
residents, especially those who are
nost at risk of institutionalization
or honel essness, sinply because they
can't find an affordable, accessible
pl ace to live.

Ri ght now, we're seeing
peopl e forced to choose between
housing they can't -- they can't
physically assets, or stand in
nursi ng homes and shelters. That's
not a choice. It's a systematic
failure.

To address this critical
need, the Phil adel phia Coalition of
Af f or dabl e Comruniti es urges Counci l
to take concrete action to -- by
fundi ng adapted nodification
prograns to ensure that housing is
accessible for everyone with
disabilities. An $8 nillion
conm t nent per year budget w ||
start to neet existing demands for

agi ng and di sabl ed honeowners. This
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i nclude funding for crucial features
i ke ranps, rolling showers, and

el evators. W nust focus our
efforts and ensure that funds reach
the nost in need, especially to the
program |'ve underlined.

COUNCI LMEMBER d LMORE-

RI CHARDSON: Sir, please concl ude
your testinony.

MR, ALLEN: | will. GCkay.
Furthernore, we nust ensure a
significant allocation is direct --
Is directed towards the creation and
adopti on of accessi bl e housing.
People with disabilities deserve to
live with dignity and the community
of their choice.

Thank you for [|istening,
and please prioritize the critical
i nvestnment in progranms that -- okay.
Directly support those who need
housi ng the nost. Thank you, guys,
for |istening.

M5. MOBLEY: Good norning.

Page 55

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee O The Whol e FY26 Budget
05/ 13/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

My nanme is Lorraine Mbley, and |I'm
a menber of Phil adel phia Coalition
for Affordable Communities and One
Pennsyl vani a, West Sout hwest Ri sing
and nost inportant, a proud, active
voter.

Qur organi zati ons have
attended nost of Philadel phia Gty
Counci| neetings on affordable
housi ng, renters' assistance in hone
repair progranms, and the need for
adequate housing funding in the city
of Phil adel phia. At sonme of these
neeti ngs, we have spoken about and
heard ot her concerned Phil adel phi ans
gi ve heart wrenching testinony on
housi ng problens and how it was
negatively inpact their |ives.

They tal ked about incone,
not keeping pace with risings and
housi ng costs, and expenses that are
out of reach for far too many
Phi | adel phi ans, city housing

prograns that are underfunded and
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not reaching those who need their
nost, conmunities that are being
broken apart and people who are
bei ng di splaced. And in summati on,
felt that housing insecurity is
ranmpant in Philadel phia and it
affects every single council
district.

You have heard the concerns
and cries of the people. Hone
repair progranms work, they keep
communi ti es together, they support
generational of wealth, they slow
down gentrification, and they
provide a basis of -- tax basis for
the Gty of Philadel phia. This
woul d enable famlies to nake
repairs and support the production
of new, truly affordable housing.

As you gat her together to
tweak and vote on the budget, please
remenber that one of everything
Phi | adel phi a household earn is | ess

t han $30,000 a year. This is about
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200, 000 households. Half of these
househol ds earn | ess than $15, 000.
Renmenber that basic system and Built
to Last prograns are currently
under f unded, basic systens has
approxi mately 7,000 individuals on
the waiting list and Built to Last
have over $2,000 -- 2000, excuse ne,
on this waiting |ist.

If it is your plan to
I ncrease the incone requirenents for
eligibility, thereby increasing the
nunber of individuals who will apply
and qualify for these prograns, the
budgets needs to be significantly
i ncreased to provide sufficient
f undi ng.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
RI CHARDSON: Ma'am pl ease concl ude
your testinony.

M5. MOBLEY: Any budget --
any budget that keeps funding for
basic systens in the Built to Last

program the sane as 2025, should
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not be passed by Gty Council. W
need action from Phil adel phia Gty
Council to adjust the budget to
correct the housing funding
defi ci ency.

W need a council to defend
our right to stay in our
nei ghbor hood i n safe, secure,
heal t hy, and affordabl e housing. W
need the Gty of Philadelphia to
recogni ze that affordable,
accessi bl e, and safe housing is not
a privilege, but a fundanental human
right.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. W want to
sincerely thank you all again for
comng in this norning. |'m going
to reiterate that we need everyone
to stick to the tine allotted. W
have three pages of witnesses to
provi de testinony;, we want and need
to get to everyone today. W wll

only do that if everyone sticks to
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the tinme that has been allotted.
Thank you for your understandi ng.

Pl ease proceed. State your nane for
the record, and proceed wth your
testi nony.

M5. STONE: Good norning,
menbers of Gty Council. M nane is
Susanne Stone. |'m Principal at
St one Sherick Consulting G oup, and
with nme today is Maria Gonzal ez.

She's president and CEO of HAVE s

CDC.

Thank you so nuch for the
time to speak today. |'ll be very
brief. I'mhonored to testify in

support of the Parker

Adm nistration's Hone Initiative.

My firmworks with nonprofit and
for-profit developers all across the
city of Philadel phia to finance and
construct affordabl e housing and
communi ty devel opnent projects
across the city.

In ny 35-year career, it's
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hard for ne to say that, 35 years,
the | owincone housing tax credit
program has proven to be by far the
nost effective tool for building
hundreds of affordable housing units
each year and | everagi ng hundreds of
mllions of private capital annually
for new housi ng devel opnents and
preservation deals across the city
of Phil adel phia in every single
Council D strict.

Many of these units are
deeply affordabl e serving the exact
popul ation that the testifiers that
were focusing on that testified
before me. Deeply affordable -- |I'm
sorry, | lost ny place. Al of
these units are held to rigorous
standards, housing quality
st andards, accessibl e standards,
visitability standards. They're
extrenely high-quality housing.

| urge Cty Council and the

Par ker adm nistration to neet this
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nonment ous opportunity and have two
smal |l recommendations. One is to
i ncrease the two-1line itens,
af f or dabl e housi ng production, and
the preservation line item |If
those line itens are increased,
we'll be able to produce nore units,
we'll be able to | everage nore
private capital into the city of
Phi | adel phi a.

And nmy second snal |
recommendation is to increase the

fundi ng per project from3 mllion

to 5 mllion. If we do that, we'll
find deals will happen quicker,
cl ose quicker, and we'll be able to

build units of a |arger scale.
Thank you for the opportunity. |'m
going to pass it to Maria now.
Thank you.
M5. GONZALEZ: Good
norni ng, Gty Council nenbers.
Again, ny nane is Maria Gonzal ez and

' m president of HAVE CDC serving
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the Fairhill and St. Hugh Community.

First, I want to thank
Mayor Parker for devel opi ng the HOVE
Initiative, that incorporates
feedback from a diverse group of
st akehol ders, including devel opers
for-profit, non-profit and community
gr oups.

And also, its
conpr ehensi veness in tackling the
many facets of housing -- of the
housing crisis that is inpacting
this great city. It includes
preservation of nmultifam |y housing,
honme repairs, shallow rent, housing
counsel i ng, and al so nost
i nportantly the production of new
housi ng units.

One of the nost inportant
aspects of the HOVE Initiative, it's
inits ability to | everage ot her
resources |like | owincone housing
tax credits. For every |l owincone

housing tax credit that is funded in

Page 63

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee O The Whol e FY26 Budget
05/ 13/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

the city, we are able to | everage $5
at a minimum $5 for every dollar
that the city is able to contribute
to a developnent. And that is very
much needed.

| remenber a couple of
years ago that | devel oped a 4
percent tax credit project with 13
di fferent funding sources. So you
can i magi ne the nightmare that we
have to go through in order to be
able to serve the | owest of the | ow
Ri ght now, you know, we are at an
inflection point in this country and
this city where there's rising costs
for labor, rising costs for
supplies, and also rising |and
val ues, whi ch nmakes penciling these
projects so nuch nore conplicated to
serve | owinconme conmunities.

| would say that we need to
rise the -- to neet the nonent right
now, all of us, to use the HOVE

Initiative as a tool to |everage
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ot her sources to neet the needs of
al I Phil adel phians. Thank you very
much for the opportunity to speak
wi th you today.

THE CLERK: Next, we have
Sara Col dri ck-Rab, Stanley Shapiro,
Lance Haver and Suzanne Hagner.

CHAI R 3 LMORE- RI CHARDSON:
Pl ease state your nane for the
record and proceed with your
t esti nony.

MS. GOLDRI CK- RAB: My nane
Is Dr. Sara Coldrick-Rab. For 20
years, |'ve been a professor at the
Uni versity of W sconsin- Madi son, at
Tenpl e University, and now at the
Peopl e's Coll ege, the Comunity
Col | ege of Philadel phia. 1'malso
an awar d-w nni ng resear cher.

| have a doctorate from
Penn in sociology. I'ma Philly
public school parent with one who's
18 going off to school now. And I'm

the board chair of an anti-gun
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vi ol ence non-profit called the Azzim
Dukes Initiative at Ml eek Jackson's
boxi ng gymin Northern Liberties.

| wote a national best
selling book called Paying the Price
Col | ege Costs, Financial Aid and the
Betrayal of the American Dream and
directly advi sed President Barack
Ohama and President Joe Biden's
hi gher education policy. And it is
an honor to be with you all today in
the city that | |ove the nost.

Counci | renbers, you need to
know this. M students at the
Community Col | ege of Phil adel phi a
are literally going hungry in order
to get an education beyond high
school. They did the right thing,
they invested in their futures, but
many are dropping out because they
| ack the essential support we know
matter for kids and students at all
| evel s. They don't have subsi di zed

| unch or breakfast and they don't
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have a free SEPTA pass. The average
out - of - pocket cost after financi al
aid for our students is over $12, 000
a year. That's after financial aid,
but the average famly inconme is
of ten bel ow $30,000 a year. That's
a totally unrealistic burden.
|"mcurrently personally
supporting one of our students who
has a 10-year-old child, but who
regularly can't afford her bus pass
just to get to nmy class. Losing
notivated and tal ented students to
shortfalls of a couple hundred bucks
is foolish. It underm nes our
comunity's econony, health and
safety. There is a massive RO in
I nvesting in community coll ege
educati on and especi ally now when
t he federal governnent, including
Donal d Trunp, is threatening cuts to
these Pell grants and student | oans.
It is never, ever in the

history of this institution been so
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I nportant to boost funding to the
community college. | call for an
increase of at least $15 million and
$2 mllion in free SEPTA passes as
part of the people's budget. It's
an investnent in our collective
future. Thank you.

MR, SHAPI RO Good norni ng,
menbers of Council. Thanks for this
opportunity to testify. M nane is
Stan Shapiro and |'m here testifying
on behal f of Philly Nei ghborhood
Net wor ks. Today, our city stands at
a crossroads and the path we choose
wi Il define Philadel phia's future.

Across the country,
Denocrats are united in opposing tax
gi veaways to the wealthy and big
corporations. Senate Majority
Leader Chuck Schumer recently warned
t hat Republicans are pushing tax
cuts for billionaires at the expense
of working famlies. These are his

exact words, calling out his MAGA
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col | eagues.

Yest erday, every single
Senat e Republican signed their nane
onto Donald Trunmp's plan to cut
taxes for their billionaire buddies.
Donal d Trunp and House and Senate
Republ i cans are united where it
matters nost. They want to give
their billionaire buddies a tax
break and have the Anerican people
pay the cost.

House Denocratic | eader,
Hakeem Jeffries, echoed this calling
out on national television
Republican efforts to pass, quote,

massi ve tax breaks for billionaires
and weal t hy corporations, staking
the bill wth working and m ddl e-
cl ass Anmeri cans.

Yet, here in Philadel phia,
our own denocratic |eadership is
considering a plan that mrrors
these sane failed priorities, a near

total repeal of the city's business
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tax justified by vague prom ses of
econom c growh. The only certain
outcone is a sharp reduction of city
revenue, revenues we desperately
need as federal and state cuts
threaten vital services.

If these tax cuts pass, who
will fill the gap? Wat will fill
the gap? Housing, public health,
envi ronnmental protection and energy
assi stance prograns are already
faci ng deep cuts from Washi ngt on.

Sl ashi ng busi ness taxes now w | |
only worsen the pain for those who
rely on city services the nost.

Thi s approach is not just
econom cally reckless; it is
politically self-defeating. Wy
shoul d struggling Phil adel phi ans
turn out for Denocrats if Gty Hal
adopts the sane trickle-down |ogic
as MAGA Republicans? At |east
MAGA' s nessage i s consi stent however

m squi ded.
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Here, we admt these cuts
wi || reduce revenue but press
forward anyway. W cannot afford to
abandon working famlies for the
sake of handouts to the wealthy. |
urge council to reject these tax
cuts and stand wth the people who
need you nost. Let's send a clear
uni ted nmessage. Philadelphia's
future will not be built on
gi veaways to the rich, but on
i nvestnment in our comunities.
Thank you.

MR. HAVER  Good norni ng.
My nanme is Lance Haver and |'m here
to tal k about sonmething Cty Counci
has conplete control over. And
that's the Water Departnent. As
you're sitting here today, the
Phi | adel phi a Water Departnent is
seeking a 20 percent rate increase.
When they're successful, and unless
you act, they will be successful,

the bills will go up to over a
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hundred doll ars a nont h.

In 2023, the bills were $69
a nonth. That represents al nost a
40 percent increase in water bills
during that tine. And that's
because the systemwe're using is
corrupt. The water departnent
al ways asks for nore than what it
needs. They then go through a show
heari ng where they negotiate it down
and they get what they want. They
hire -- the water departnent hires
consul tant after consultant.

In this current rate case,
they' ve hired seven consul tants.
Every one of themis consulting them
wi th how they can raise the rates.
They have never hired a single
consultant to find a way to reduce
rates. They have never undergone a
managenent audit. Yes, the
controller does a fiscal audit, but
there is no nmanagenent audit that

woul d find ways to save noney.
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In addition, the water
depart ment doesn't know whet her they
hire | ocal conpanies or not. This
cane up during discovery at the
wat er hearings. | asked directly,
how many of the conpani es you
contract with are located in
Phi | adel phia? And they told ne they
didn't have the time and they didn't
have the resources and they didn't
know.

One of the econom c engi nes
for the city is our institutions are
publicly owned institutions |like the
Wat er Departnent doing business with
| ocal busi nesses.

"1l make three nore points
and then I'll let you get onto sone
of the broader issues. But again,
water is a fundanental issue that
you have direct control over. This
I's not sonething you can say | can't
do anything about. This is

sonet hi ng you shoul d do sonet hi ng
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about. One, the Water Departnent
shoul d use its econom c power to
create jobs in Philadel phia. One of
t he advantages the city of

Phi | adel phi a has over the southern
regions of the country in the

sout hwest is plentiful water.

They shoul d actual |y have
sonme recruiting businesses that use
wat er so we can have |iving wage
j obs. Two, they shoul d conbine
services with PGN Mst of us live
in row homes. The gas neter and the
water nmeter are no nore than 15 foot
apart. Wiy do we have two separate
net er readi ngs and why do we all ow
the water departnent to contract
with a conpany in Tennessee to do
that? Three --

CHAI R d LMORE- RI CHARDSON:

Pl ease concl ude your testinony.

MR HAVER |'msorry.

kay. Keep going. Three, we have

to put an end to the constant Water
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Departnment asking for nore rates and
going through a farce. Separately,
they will go behind cl osed doors and
negotiate a rate increase and that
will not solve the problem The
only way that the problemw || get
solved is if you take the interest.
Water is the nost fundanmental
utility in the city, which is
controlled by us. Don't turn the
ot her way. Thank you.

CHAI R 3 LMORE- RI CHARDSON
Thank you. Thank you very nuch.

THE CLERK: Next, we have
Suzanne Hagner followed by N co
Meyering, Kim Kinnison and Qui ncy
Bl ake.

MR HAVER | wll, but no,
| did not. You want ne to? Ckay.

CHAI R G LMORE- RI CHARDSON:
Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Jones.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES:  |'m

aski ng Madam Chair if they submtted
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witten testinony and they prom sed
me they would provide it to you.

MR. HAVER | apol ogi ze. |
t hought | would have |ong --

CHAI R 3 LMORE- RI CHARDSON:
One nonent. Ckay.

MR. HAVER | apol ogi ze. |
w ||l have a concise --

CHAI R 3 LMORE- RI CHARDSON:
Hol d on. Speak into the mc.

MR. HAVER ['ll have a
conci se information to give as
testinony. Thank you.

CHAI R 3 LMORE- RI CHARDSON
That' Il be excellent. Thank you
very much. Please state your nane
for the record and proceed with your
testi nony.

M5 HAGNER:  Ckay. Good
nmorning. My name is Suzanne Hagner
and |"mhere to testify for the 2026
budget on line 71.1 and 71.2 of the
street's budget in the six-year

plan. | amtestifying, | noved back
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to Phil adel phia and settled in the
nor t hwest nei ghbor hood of
W ssahi ckon 14 years ago.

And in the first couple of
years, four people were killed on
the Henry Avenue stretch that goes
t hrough W ssahickon. That's only a
mle and a half of corridor. And
t here woul d be ball oons and stuffed
ani mal s placed on Henry Avenue and
that was like the end of it. There
wasn't nuch outrage about it.

Fortunately, | was al so
working with the streets engineers
wi thin the nei ghborhood to nake our
streets safer. And | was introduced
to -- connected to the Penn engi neer
for Henry Avenue. And the result is
the Henry -- that section of Henry
Avenue and all of Henry Avenue, the
structure and the design is so much
better. W have had no fatalities.
W are not having crashes there.

We have two new traffic
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lights. There's a red-1ight canera
at the nost -- at the busiest
i ntersection and there's a new off,
rai sed, nulti-use trail from
School house Lane to Wl nut Lane.
However, on the other side
of our nei ghborhood is R dge Avenue.
And so, when Henry Avenue was taken
off the Hgh Injury corridor, Ri dge
Avenue has been added to it. And
the worst part of Ridge Avenue is
the quarter mle that cones up from
t he Wssahickon transit center.
It's a quarter mle, two | ane
traffic, a bicycle lane on both
sides. Two sidewal ks. There have
been two bicyclists hit. One had 23
broken bones. She has never ridden
again. Last summer, there was a
bicyclist hit. He went to the
hospital for four days. It was a
hit and run. The driver was never
found. The sidewal ks are cracked;

the street is broken. Two separate
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drivers have crashed through the
concrete wall on the south side and
| anded on the street down bel ow
Now, all we have are bollards there.
That has not been repaired.

Wll, | did ask for a
meeting with the streets engi neer
and of course they cane out. There
was a group of us. The bottomline
iIs there is not noney to fix that.
It needs to be conpletely redesigned
and reconstructed. So I'Ill just
|l eave it at that. The four bus
stops are there. The entrance to
the Wssahickon transit train
station is there. As | said, the
si dewal ks are very broken.

CHAI R 3 LMORE- RI CHARDSON:
Thank you. And we thank you for
your testinony.

M5 HAGNER:  Ckay.

CHAI R 3 LMORE- RI CHARDSON
What |'d ask you to do prior to you

departing is if you could stop, if
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you go right out the door here --

M5 HAGNER:  Yeah.

CHAI R @ LMORE- RI CHARDSON:
-- make a left and stop by to see
Counci | menber Jones's office.

M5. HAGNER:  Ckay.

CHAI R 3 LMORE- RI CHARDSON:
As a foll ow up, okay?

M5. HAGNER: Yes. Thank
you.

CHAI R 3 LMORE- RI CHARDSON
Thank you very nuch.

M5. HAGNER  Yes.

CHAI R 3 LMORE- RI CHARDSON
Pl ease state your nanme for the
record and proceed with your
testi nony.

M5. BLAKE: M nane is
Quincy Blake. |'ma parent of one
with no nental health or drug issues
bet ween nyself and ny son. That
al one makes it difficult for ny son
and | to receive genui ne assi stance

fromthe Ofice of Honel ess
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Services. Despite OHS staff being

paid over 11 mllion in wages al one
this past cal endar year, |'ve

wi tnessed the followng wthin OHS

as a whol e.

A pl ethora of inconsiderate
and i nconpetent staff who al so
sincerely lack integrity, a serious
| ack of properly bal anced neal s and
fresh fruits and vegetabl es,
shelters not being cleaned properly,
if at all, and a | ack of pest
control. 1've seen mce and roaches
in all four shelters that |'ve been
I n since August of 2024. Nothing is
bei ng done about that.

These are things that |'ve
wi tnessed while in Acts Newkirk,
specifically. Staff serving under
cooked food, staff refusing to
accomodat e di etary needs and
nonchal antly wat ching children and
their parents go hungry. Shelter

staff maliciously lying on incident
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reports to have famlies and their
children displaced, staff treating
OHS clients like crimnals or
animals, staff selling marijuana to
residents, and staff m splacing
nmedi cati ons and such w t hout any
kind of investigation or resolution.
My son and | have al so had
t he di spl easure of experiencing
overflowin OHS. This is where you
go to the Red Cross at 5:00 p. m
Monday t hrough Friday to get
pl acenent for one night. From
there, you' re expected to find
transportation to your shelter for
the night with your famly and your
bel ongi ngs. You're then put out
bet ween 5: 00 and 7:00 a. m
dependi ng on the overnight shelter.
Unl ess there is a code blue or code
red, you have to find sonewhere el se
to go wth your children and your
things all day.

My son and | were put
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through this experience by the hand
of a supervisor at Acts Newkirk by
the nane of N kia intentionally.
This is what we've been going

t hrough for over 30 days now. And
this is what honeless famlies go

t hrough everyday in the city of

Phi | adel phi a.

Al of this noney is
flow ng through OHS and it's not
going to the nost inportant places.
There are nore than enough
rehabilitation prograns. OHS staff
treats clients as if they don't get
pai d enough to treat themwth
enpat hy and respect, and famlies
are not getting their general needs
nmet .

The shelters are not using
their funds appropriately. There
needs to be a crackdown on where OHS
funding is going and who OHS is
hiring.

There shoul d be
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significantly nore housing prograns
for famlies, whether that be
transitional housing prograns or
ot herwi se. The incone requirenents
to assess tine limts and shelters
needs to be reeval uated and adj usted
to be nore situational. That
children should be priority, and it
starts with stability and that neans
adequately and -- adequately funding
and managi ng the office of Honel ess
Services. Thank you.

CHAI R G LMORE- RI CHARDSON
Ma'am | want to thank you. M am
t hank you very nmuch for your
testi nony.

|'ve asked ny teamto get
your full contact information.
We're going to be in touch with the
O fice of Honel ess Services. They
were just in for budget hearings
| ast week. We're going to ask Bruce
Johnson at OHS to work with you and

your fam |y and your child directly.
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Ckay. We appreciate you comng in.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Young.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank
you. So the very sane shelter she
was speaki ng about is the sane
shelter | mentioned to CHS that's
feedi ng, you know, the participants
| ettuce and tuna, right? And so,
you know, we definitely need to stay
on top of this issue with our
services that we're providing to our
nost vul nerabl e popul ation. So
t hank you, Madam Leader.

CHAI R 3 LMORE- RI CHARDSON
Thank you very nuch, Counci | menber
Young. And we will be follow ng up
with OHS. Thank you very nuch for
your testinony. | will now ask the
clerk to please call the next set of
W t nesses.

THE CLERK: Nico Myering
and Ki m Ki nni son, Mark C ancy and

Sonya Sanders, Regi na Sanders and
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Rasheeda Turner.

CHAI R G LMORE- RI CHARDSON:
kay. Please, state your nane for
the record and proceed with your
testi nony.

MR, CLANCY: Ckay. Thank
you.

CHAI R 3 LMORE- RI CHARDSON:
Hold the mc up, sir.

MR. CLANCY: Thank you. My
nanme for those that don't knowis
Mark Cancy. | am a nenber of
Philly Thrive and a resident of
District 2.

There are many | ow i ncone
people in the urban comunity that
cannot afford to have their hones
repaired. It is inportant to keep
people in their hones. People have
lived in these honmes. They have
lived there for 30, 40, 50 plus
years. People want to keep their
homes in the famly and pass it on

to the next generation. Wthout
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assi stance, how are they going to
repair their honmes?

Sone residents are being
forced out, forced to | eave their
honmes, because devel opers want the
property to build condom ni uns or
what ever, which wll raise the real
estate tax in other -- where people
are living, forcing them out,
forcing themto relocate. And it's
comng at a cost to the community
and forcing people out of their
hones because the real estate tax is
I ncreasi ng.

We need 10 mllion for
Phi | adel phia Energy Authorities
Built to Last Honme Repair Program
and ot her clean energy initiatives.
This programis uni que because it
provi des repairs, clean energy, and
we all know what clean energy is,
and weat heri zation. Built to Last
is both a green option that supports

the | owest i ncome honmeowners to nmake
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repairs and stay in their hones. It
IS a W n-wn program

Al t hough many of ny
nei ghbors are honeowners, | ama
renter on a fixed incone. W are
not just asking for repairs for
honeowners, but we need al
Phi | adel phi ans, not part, not a few,
al | Phil adel phi ans to have a safe,
heal t hy hone. W -- thank you. W
need 10 mllion for L& to have
proactive rental inspections.

CHAI R G LMORE- RI CHARDSON
Sir, please --

MR. CLANCY: Pl ease --

CHAI R G LMORE- RI CHARDSON
-- concl ude your testinony.

MR. CLANCY: Pardon?

CHAI R G LMORE- RI CHARDSON
Pl ease concl ude your testinony.

MR. CLANCY: Yeah. Pl ease
put your |owinconme, senior and
di sabl ed, like nyself, constituents

over the profit of corporate
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| andl ords, slum ords as we call
them and devel opers. W are
shari ng our voices and we need you
to listen. To quote the Bible,
Those that have ears to hear, |et
them hear. Those that have eyes to
see, let themsee. And | am

conpl ete. Thank you.

M5. SANDERS: Hi. M nane

Is Sonya Sanders. |'ma resident of
District 3 and a nenber of Philly
Thrive. | lived in Gays Ferry all
my life. 1 lived on 32nd Street for
27 years with ny | ate husband, Ray,
but we couldn't afford to fix the
home we were living in. There were
holes in the floor boards and the
sheet rock. You could literally see
t hrough our fl oorboards when you
were standing in the basenent. This
also led to utility and el ectrical
chal | enges, including an incredibly
high bills on top of everything

el se. W had bugs flying into our
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house. W put tape on the walls and
the ceilings. O course, that
didn't work, but we couldn't get any
hel p.

The city's hone repair
prograns were really hard to access,
and there were many different
criteria to qualify. W were told
Ray worked too nuch, that we were
$300 over or under the limt
dependi ng on the nonth. These
l'iving conditions were detrinental
to ny physical and nental health as
well as ny famly's health.

Then ny husband Ray passed
away from cancer and | had no choice
but to nove out of that house and
out the nei ghborhood I lived in al
my life. Wen | noved, | was forced
into an unsafe rental because |
couldn't afford anything else. In
this rental, | didn't have
el ectricity for weeks during sunmer

heat waves, including no
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refrigerator, no air conditioner or
no stove. | went nonths w t hout
wat er .

This is ny story, but |
know it's also the story of people
across the city. That's why we need
prograns that support both
| owi ncone honmeowners and renters.
It can't be one or the other. W
need $10 million for Phil adel phia
Energy Authorities, Built to Last,
and ot her prograns, and $10 mllion
for a pilot proactive renta
I nspection program That's what
we' re asking for this budget season.
We're asking City Council to stand
with us and so everyone has a safe,
heal t hy hone. Thank you.

M5. TURNER: Good norni ng.
My nane is Rasheeda Turner. |'ma
| owi ncone renter, resident of
District 2, and a nenber of Fully
Thrive. |'mhere sharing ny story

in public for the first tine. | had
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three young children under the age
of 10, including a baby |ess than
one years ol d.

My ki ds cannot even take a
bath. Instead of putting a new tub
i ke we need, ny landlord just keeps
repainting it causing the drain to
be cl ogged. W have holes in the
wal I's. The carpet's always wet from
wat er | eaks, and the floor is
ri pped. Even the electrical wring

is bad in the house. The |lights

keep going on and off. |I'mworried
about having an electrical fire. It
IS going to take a take -- it is

going to take ne to | osing one of ny
kids or nyself until you decide to
do sonet hi ng.

Living in | owincone
housi ng and the | andlords don't do
anyt hi ng, they take advantage of us.
| feel like we're being treated |ike
animals, |like dogs. | called L&

nunmerous tines in the past two
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years. \Wien L& finally cane, ny
| andl ord had over 26 violations.
How is it that they still passed
I nspections? And not only that, but
| got retaliated against for
standing up for nme and ny kids.
Every other nonth, | find
nyself in the eviction divergent
programevery tine. | don't owe
anything. | don't even |like to wal k
in the door of nmy house. The Iliving
situation has sent ne in a deep
depression. This past weekend on
Mot her's Day, ny nei ghbor hel ped ne
conmb nmy hair. | had chunks of ny
hair falling out. That had --
that's how stressful and hurtful
this has been.

| feel like |I felt ny kids.

My kids see ne crying. | tell them
["msorry, |I'mputting themthrough
this. It's not ny fault. It's the

| andl ord's fault and the city's

fault for not hol ding them
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accountable. Even through the
tenants getting bl anmed, you want us
to vote for you-all, but you-all not
hel ping us. W need 10 mllion for
our proactive rental inspections to
hol d these slum ords accountabl e for
-- accountable so no one has to go

t hrough what |' m goi ng through.

| explained to ny kids that
I"'mgoing to make it good for them
one day. The nonent | can afford it
and |"'mout of here, that's a
prom se. And the first day that we
nove, ny kids are going to be able
to take a bubble bath. M kids
cannot even sit down in the tub;

t hey have to take showers. And ny
kids can't sleep safe at all.

The house is under hazard,
but sonehow L& keep passi ng PHS,
keeps passing, and I'mtired and |I'm
out on disability right now after |
had ny | ast baby, but it's tine for

me to get back up and go to work
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with ny pain and all and to get ny
ki ds sonmewhere to go. Thank
you-all. Have a nice day.

CHAI R 3 LMORE- RI CHARDSON
Thank you. Thank you very -- thank
you very nmuch. Thank you for your
testinony. We're going to have
soneone fromthe Council President's
office follow up with you. | heard
you stating your testinony, you're
in District 2. So the clerk is
going to call the next four
W t nesses.

THE CLERK: Debbi e
Robi nson, Carol Foy, Maria
Yal verton, and Janet White.

M5. FOY: | said |I'm going
to wal k today. She want -- they're
going first, not ne.

CHAI R G LMORE- RI CHARDSON:
kay. Thank you all so nuch for
bei ng here. W're going to ask that
you state your nane for the record

and proceed with your testinony.
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Ma' am you can get started at the
tabl e.

THE CLERK: You coul d
begi n, nma' am

M5. ROBINSON:  Turn around
and start.

M5. FOY: Ckay. Good
norni ng, everyone. M nane --

kay. Good norni ng,
everyone. M nane is Carol Foy.
I'"'ma resident District 2, and a
menber of Philly Thrive. Everyone
needs a heal thy hone, especially
senior. | know nultiple seniors who
sonetimes don't even have heat or
hot wat er.

Many seniors are on a fixed
I nconme, so they cannot afford to
repair things, for exanple, ny
friend, Ms. Jeanette nentioned they
had a hard tinme fixing her house
because she could not afford it.
She lived in the house for 60 plus

years. She grew up there and raised
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her children, raised -- grew up
there and raised her owmn famly
there. She deserved to live with
dignity, but she had to fix her own,
| i ke, patchwork. She has -- she
coul dn't have used sone hel p, but
she died two years ago before her
house was fi xed.

My own, ny other friend,
Conni e Bennett, had to sell her
house and she lived in for 60 years.
She lived there with -- she raised
her children and grandchil dren.
Because she could not afford the
repair, she sold her house, and she
had to | eave -- had to | eave the
nei ghbor hood and go |ive wth her
daughter in Del aware County. People
|i ke Ms. Jeanette and Ms. Conni e,
and ot her people in ny nei ghborhood
often need their hone foundation
fixed, especially since their house
Is old, weathered -- and

weat heri zation is inportant for
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homeowners, too. It is inportant to
fix people's windows and doors to
keep things cool in the sunmer and
warmin the winter. That's why we
need 10 mllion for Built to Last
home, and ot her cl ean energy
program Built to Last can help a
lot of famly. | ama renter, and
renter al so needs support to nake
sure their hones are fixed.

This is not a new problem
My son was born in the 6th in 1968.
He and all ny famly had asked
because of nold, ny nother was al so
when we had nold and rats, and hol es
in the wall. She was scared to
report this to the L&, but she did
t he best she could. This is not
right. We need 10 million for L&,
for program-- rental inspecting
prograns so that renters nove into
honmes in a good condition. Everyone
and fellas deserve a safe, healthy

home. Thank you for letting ne
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speak today and letting ne share.
Thank you.

M5. FOY: Thank you.

THE CLERK: Next, state
your nane for the record, please.

M5. ROBI NSON:  kay.

CHAI R 3 LMORE- RI CHARDSON:
Ma' am  Yes, please speak into the
m c. Thank you.

M5. ROBI NSON: Ckay. Can
you hear me? |s that good? M nane
I s Debbi e Robi nson. Good norni ng.
Thank you for allow ng us to cone
here today. M nane is Debbie
Robi nson. |'m a resident of
District 2. I'ma renter, and a
menber of Philly Thrive.

| remenber growing up in a
house that wasn't |ivable. It had
so nmuch nold that it caused ne and
ny siblings to have asthma. No one
woul d hel p ny single nom nmake the
repairs we needed, even though she

just -- she was just trying to get
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support and live in a decent place.
Now, 50 years l|ater, ny
friend Mary, a nomis still facing
t he sane chal |l enges. She can
literally see the roof through her
-- the roof through her house. Both
| owi ncone honmeowners and renters
need repairs, and everyone deserves
to live in a safe and heal t hy hone.
There is too nmuch noney in this city
for people to be living like this.
We, the people, help the
city grow. W put you in office
because you told us that you would
help us. W're asking for $10
mllion for Phil adel phia Energy
Authority, Built to Last, and $10
mllion for a proactive rental's
I nspections. W also need enough
noney for the Basic Systens Repair
program because that is neant for
energy energencies, and there are
still 10,000 of -- on the wait |ist.

Pl ease support safe, healthy hones
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for all of Phil adel phi a.

Thi s budget needs to be
about us, not the big | andlords, and
t he devel opers. And i nmagi ne that
your famly is going through this
ri ght now, how would you feel?

Wul d you want -- would you want
soneone to help then? And ny | ast
thing I wanted to say was, ny
husband and ne, we live in a place
in Holme. Before the pandem c was
even over, we was al ready paying 900
and sonething -- | think it was
$930. They went up $100, and | told
-- and then they just went up $50

i ke two weeks ago.

My husband had cancer; he
had his |leg renoved first. He was a
chef. He had to stop working
because he -- the bl ood wasn't
rushi ng down, you know, going down
his leg, so he had his | eg renoved.
Then he had two hip replacenents,

then he turned around, and he j ust
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had cancer on his pancreas. | think
it was -- anyway, they took that
out. He went back |ike three weeks
ago, because you know how you got to
go back for doctor? So now he has
cancer in his blood. He is the only
support for me and him and | don't
think it's fair that them putting up
rent high, and they buil ding these
houses that we can't afford.

People live on a fixed
I ncone, it's not right. W are
human bei ngs and we deserve to |ive
right. And thanks for allow ng ne
to share today.

CHAI R THOVAS: Thank you,
ma' am  Thank you for your
testi nony.

THE CLERK: State your nane
for the record, please.

CHAI R THOVAS: State your
name for the record and you may
begin with your testinony.

MS. YALVERTON: Ckay. M
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name is Maria Yalverton. I|I'ma
menber of Philly Thrive, and a
District 7 resident. | need to nove
out of ny current apartnment as soon
as possi bl e because the conditions
there are unlivable.

| have not had hot water
for a year-and-a-half. Throughout
the winter, in order for ne to take
a warm shower, ny daughter has to
carry boiling water up a flight of
stairs into ny bathtub. This is
dangerous. And this is on top of
the fact that | continue to pay ny
rent every nonth. Wiy is it that ny
| andl ord can get away with these
danger ous, unlivable, inhumane
conditions and still continue to
make a profit? It is not right. W
need on the whol e accountability,
| andl ord's accountability -- |I'm
sorry -- to make needed repairs.

This is not the first tine

that | experienced unlivable renting
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conditions due to sone slumords. |
remenber raising young kids in an
apartnment with no electric. | had
to bathe ny kids next door because
we didn't have |ights.

W also lived in a house
that was falling apart full with
nold. My son suffered significant
heal t h chal | enges because of this
envi ronnment, including throat
cancer. That house was abandoned
and no one was comng to fix it even
t hough it was Section 8 housing.

It's clear we need nore
rental inspections, but not only
that, the process for calling L&l
shoul d not only be reactive, we need
L& to expect rentals units before
peopl e nove in so that these issues
can be prevented.

That's why we're asking for
10 mllion in this year budget for
L& to start a pilot proactive

rental inspection program W're
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all also asking for 10 mllion for
Built to Last, because | owincone
homeowners need support to fix their
honmes and nmake them safe too. |
hope that the Gty Council will act
and support so that everyone,

i ncluding | owincone renters |ike
nyself can live in a safe, healthy
home. Thank you.

M5. WVHHTE: Hello. M nane
is Janet. M. Janet Wiite, and |I'm
a nenber of Philly Thrive, and a
resident of District 8 District 8.
Ckay. | ama former nurse and a
honme health aide. | lived in
Magnolia Mews in Gernmantown. |
noved in an apartnent 2018.

Over the past seven years,
| experienced nmultiple instance of
poor mai ntenance and unsafe
conditions. Wen | noved in, there
were cracks in the walls, w ndows,
sills everywhere, ants and

cockroaches. | had rodents running
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around apartnent, | also had water
damages both in the ceiling and in
the floor. Finally, after that |'m
having heat -- | had no heat. A
matter of fact, no heat for a whole
entire winter. And after pulling in
mul ti pl e mai nt enance requests, | was
fed up.

After four years of living
like this, in 2021, | called L&,
next thing you know, an eviction
process was started against ne as
retaliation. Mn, | was mad. Al
because | stood up for nyself. |
nean, | really did. | was -- | was
going through it. And | called L&l
to hold ny | andl ords accountable, ny
famly suffered significant nenta
and enotional effects from not
having a safe hone, and a resilient
retaliation.

In 2023, ny eviction
proceedi ng went to court, and with

the help of Philly Thrive and CLS,
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we won. We won. But that's what |
mean, but we won. And | was -- |
was able to go back in ny apartnent,
and L& cane, made an inspection,
and it took two years for themto
come out an eviction to -- L& to
cone to ny apartnent to hold ny
corporate |andl ord account abl e.
When L& finally came, they cited ny
| andl ord with 10 violations. | was
i ke, wow, all this. This is not
right. This is here, we be a better
system They -- we do. W need a
better system

That's why we're seeking
for the 10 mllion to L& to start a
pil ot proactive rental inspection
programto hold corporate | andl ords
accountable. But it's not just
renters who need repairs, it's
| ow i ncone honeowners al so need
support. So al so demandi ng 10
mllion to Philadel phia Energy

Aut hority, Built to Last, and other
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prograns. Thank you for allow ng ne
to share ny story, and | hope that
we do the right thing and support
the | owincone residents, and
corporate | andl ords, and devel opers.
THE CLERK: Thank you. Stu
Bykof sky, Lloyd Brotnman, Debbie, Zak
Cohen, Ken Luongo, and Paul Bonnie.
MR. BYKOFSKY: That's a
tough act to follow. Good norning.
My nane is Stu Bykofsky, and |'m
going to tal k about four things:
Logi c, perception, noney, and
| oadi ng zones. Loadi ng zones were
suggested by OIS to help relieve
probl ens caused by the city's
i 11 ogical |aw prohibiting stopping
in bike | anes for safety reasons.
Il ogi cal because a stopped
vehicle is not a hazard to
bi cyclists, and renoving 30 percent
of the netered spots on Pine and
spruce is a |loss of revenue to the

city. The Phil adel phia Police
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Depart nent went back five years and
told nme no accidents were caused by
stopped cars in bike | anes on Pine
and Spruce, none, zero.

Perception that the | aw
i ncreases safety is denonstrably
fal se. Adding concrete pil
infrastructure is wasted noney. The
| aw out| awi ng st opping for
deliveries, pickups, and drop-offs
I npacts residents' safety. Loading
zones are good on conmerci al
streets, but not on Pine and Spruce.
Wiy? They are rarely placed where
nost needed, and often inadequate,
such as nmy 1300 bl ock of spruce with
three restaurants, a convenience
store, and a dry cl eaner.

One | oadi ng zone of four
car lengths is inadequate, and nore
| oadi ng zones reduce the nunber of
al ready scarce parking spots in
center city and reduced parKking

meter revenue.
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Qur hi ghrises have nany
elderly and infirmcitizens, is it
fair that they should bear the
burden of getting to a | oading zone
that m ght be a hundred feet away or
across the street to save cyclists
see unbearable trauma of having to
wait for a nonment behind the stopped
car? PPA Executive Director Rich
Lazer has told the friends of Pine
and Spruce that if an occupi ed car
IS in a non-stopping zone, the
driver would be instructed to nove
the vehicle.

Quote, "If the vehicle is
still in that |ocation when the PEO
returns during his or her rotation,
then a ticket will be issued.” Only
then after. Lazer's stated policy
is an attenpt at a fair conprom se,
such as the | ongstandi ng cust om of
not ticketing cars in the mddle of
Broad Street south of Wshi ngton

because parking is so scarce in
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South Philly.

Under the sanme | ogic,
because of limted curb space in
center city, why not allow the
courtesy of nonentary stopping and
bi ke | anes for deliveries, pickups,
and drop offs, and pocket the incone
fromparking nmeters. |Its sinple
| ogic. Thank you.

MR. BROTMAN: My nane is
Ll oyd Brotman. |'ve lived in the
Pi ne- Spruce nei ghborhood for 50
years. Thank you for |istening.
Today is a real nmaster class on
priorities. Wthout any engagenent
with residents, the mayor has
endorsed an OTl S proposal and
requested $5 million to instal
concrete barriers on Pine and Spruce
despite Vision Zero statistics
showi ng Pine and Spruce are safer
than ot her streets.

None of Pine, and only a

portion of Spruce are even part of
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the high injury network. |In 2024,

t hroughout the entire city, there
were three cyclist deaths and 54
pedestrian deaths. This is not a

Pi ne- Spruce problem The OIl S pl an
wi Il not nmake these 26-foot-w de
historic streets any safer to
cyclists, but will nake Pine and
Spruce nore dangerous to pedestrians
and resi dents.

El derly and di sabled wll
need to navi gate dangerous
obstacles, lives will be |ost when
gridl ock del ays energency vehicl es,
parents wll |eave children
unattended to unl oad vehicles, and
routi ne mai ntenance wll require
street closure permts.

Let's get real. The push
to install concrete on Pine and
Spruce is not about safety. For
obvi ous reasons, it becanme a cause
celebre, but it is not about safety.

It's a keystone project with the
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intent to push Phil adel phia toward
the mnority held two-percent belief
that vehicles should sinply be
banned. A debate the concrete
supporters don't really want to
have. 1It's not about safety for
all. The $5 mllion should not be
used to fund this high-visibility,
politically-charged boutique
project, but instead should be
ear mar ked for speed bunps and
caneras on streets throughout al
districts to protect everyone,
especially the largest at-risk
group, pedestrians. W support
Mayor Nutter's 2009 bi ke | ane
conprom se because whil e not perfect
for anyone, the |anes are shared by
everyone. Thank you.

And just one nore thing, if
you comrit $5 million, you' d be wi se
to commit $10 million because you'l
need to another 5 mllion to renove

the concrete just |ike Boston.
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Thank you.

THE CLERK: Sir, state your
nane for the record.

MR. LUONGO. Thank you,
M. Chairman and nenbers of the
Council. M nane is Ken Luongo. |
testify in opposition to the $5
mllion Mayor Parker has proposed
for her Vision Zero budget for the
concrete barriers on Pine and Spruce
Street bike | anes.

I, like many, support the
goal s of Vision Zero, but Vision
Zero is driven by high-injury
network streets, and Pine is not a
high injury network street, and
neither is nost of Spruce. Most of
those streets actually are in North
Phi | adel phia and in West
Phi | adel phia. There are 300 mles
of high-injury streets in
Phi | adel phia, and only 1/6 of them
are eligible for treatnent.

But the sanme few m |l es of
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Pine and Spruce are a bouti que

proj ect obsession of a small group
of bi ke activists, and
unfortunately, the mayor, the Gty
Council, and city agenci es have been
supporting them

| question the
prioritization of a request for $5
mllion for Vision Zero for the
entirety of Phil adel phia, and then a
specific $5 million just for Pine
and Spruce. Two bike riders have
al ready been killed, one in Cobbs
Creek, and one in North
Phi | adel phi a.

The outrage and the outcry
about these tragedi es has been nuted
anong the organi zation and the
institutions that purport to be
obsessed with safety. Just because
it didn't happen in Rittenhouse
Square, and it's not a doctor
doesn't dim nish the inportance of

those lives. |f the mayor wants $10
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mllion for Vision Zero, she should
use it across the city, not just for
Pi ne and Spruce.

But better yet, she should
give it to Ms. Goria and her group
that need it for their pool in
Ni cetown, or you should give it to
Ms. Synbol for her work on
education, or you should give it to
all of these people that are telling
horrific stories about what's
happening in the city. That's where
the priority ought to be.

THE CLERK: Thank you.

Hol d your appl ause, pl ease.

MR. BONNIER: My nane is
Paul Bonnie from Society H II.
Slating $5 million for concrete
barriers on Pine and spruce w ||
di vert noney fromwhere it's needed
nost. All over Philadel phia, your
constituents are paying the price.
In the past four weeks alone, in the

6th District, in Mayfair, a
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pedestrian killed by hit and run.

In the 7th District, in Fairhill, a
person in a wheelchair killed by a
school bus. In the 4th District, in
Carroll Park, a pedestrian killed by
hit and run. In the 3rd District,
in Angora, a bicyclist killed by a
truck. Four deaths in the past four
weeks all on streets nuch nore
dangerous than Spruce and Pi ne.
That's what the data says.

It's great to increase the
budget for Vision Zero, but don't
waste the noney. Spend it where
it's needed nost: $5 mllion can
fund 1000 speed hunps. That neans
100 speed hunps in each Council manic
district. Don't waste the noney on
a pet project. Thank you,

M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you, Paul.

THE CLERK: Pl ease state

your nane for the record.
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M5. COHEN: Hello. M nane
i s Debbi e Zak Cohen, and | support
t he existing bi ke |lanes on Pine and
Spruce Streets. But |'m against the
$5 million slated for concrete
barriers.

For 16 years before the
get - out - of -t he- bi ke-1 ane | aw, the
ni ne-foot bi ke |ane and buffer was
used for tenporary pullovers when
needed, and cyclists and bi ke | ane
users had conpl ete autonony to stop
and wait and maneuver around
obstacles safely at their own
di scretion. Bike |ane users had
easy access to the travel |ane when
needed and preferred. The bike
| ane, and bi ke | ane buffer is
actually the only | ane w de enough
for pullovers w thout causing
gridlock on these two very busy
corridors. This is why Pine and
Spruce streets have been safely and

fully functional for 16 years
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because of using the bi ke | ane.

Pine and Spruce streets
were actually hybrid-shall owed
streets, which is shared by bike
| ane users in traffic, and they
shoul d actually be dedi cated as
such. Wthout any requested and
needed | ow cost, commbDn-sense
traffic cal mng nmeasures, there has
never been injuries fromnerging in
and out of traffic.

Every speaker |'ve heard
here today is nore deserving of the
$5 mllion in Pine and Spruce Street
concrete barriers. | am asking you
all to listen to your consci ence and
not a few | oud, well-funded
activists to redirect the noney to
areas with the highest need for
safety inprovenents and particularly
t he underserved nei ghbor hoods and
conmuni ti es.

Redirecting these funds to

areas wWith greater risk will save
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nore lives and align better wth the
Vision Zero's equity goals. You
literally have the power to change
lives here for the good. Please do
so. And thank you for |istening.

THE CLERK: Thank you.
State your nane, for the record.

M5. NUNEZ: M nane is
Eri ka Guadal upe Nunez, and | am
testifying on behalf of Juntos to
demand 3.8 mllion for imm grant
conmunities in the upcom ng budget
cycle. This city has been ny hone
for 12 years.

| crossed the border as a
child and grew up undocunent ed.
know and | ove many undocunent ed
I mm grant people who live in this
city. Wth 1.9 mllion, we can
provi de three additional newconer
prograns, reinstate the
Mul ticul tural Assessnent Center, and
ensure enough bilingual counselors

for students and educators in our
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schools. Wth 1.8 mllion, we wll
fully fund PAIFUP, a pro bono
deportati on defense program for
Philly residents facing renoval at
Moshannon Val | ey Detention Center,
our | ocal detention center run by
private prison conpany, GEO G oup.

Qur school district has
fewer supports for inmmgrant
communities now than it did 10 years
ago. Gaps in | anguage access,
I nadequat e supports for newconers
and immgrant famlies, and
unwel com ng environnents are the
norm \Wen we [ ook at the world
around us, and what school s nean as
community pillars, this should bring
us shane. Qur |ocal public schools
are sanctuaries from | CE enforcenent
because of Juntos, but there is
still much work to do.

Two years ago, a newconer
youth was threatened with

deportation by their principal.
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Juntos hel ped the famly secure a
settl ement, where the nother naned
her wi sh for nore district newconer
supports. But w thout the funding
requested, our district schools wll
continue to be unsafe for imm grant
communi ties. W hear a | ot about
forced di sappearances of |oved ones
by ICE, but this violence pales in
conpari son to the conditions our
community space and i mm grant
detention. Physical and
psychol ogi cal abuse, | ack of nedica
detention, and other human rights
vi ol ati ons.

Last week, | visited
Moshannon as part of our visitation
work. We net soneone who hadn't had
contact with the outside world for
six nonths. | saw a four-year-old
child press his palmto the
Pl exi gl ass di vi der because that was
the closest he'd get to his father.

When you're an inmm grant
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detention in this country, you do
not have the right to a free | ega
defense. And if you don't have a
| awyer, your chances of renoval
i ncrease. PAIFUP has brought our
peopl e honme tinme and tinme again.
One of our nenbers who was
represented by PAIFUP spent two
nonths in solitary confinenent while
det ai ned. W thout PAIFUP, he m ght
still be there. | have been an
organi zer frominmmagrant rights for
15 years. | do not say this
lightly. The threats we're
currently faced are unprecedent ed.
Si x nmonths ago, | was
dragged out of these chanbers for
protesting the proposed 76ERs arena,
a project that history wll note was
on the wong side of inmm grant
communities. WIIl this city take
true action to stand with i mm grant
communities in this budget cycle, or

neet these attacks against us with

Page 123

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee O The Whol e FY26 Budget
05/ 13/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

nore enpty prom ses? This is your
opportunity to nmake it clear.

Phi | adel phia is a truly wel com ng
city, where we defend and fight for
all of our people, because none of
us are di sposabl e.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

M5. NUNEZ: Thank you.

THE CLERK: Sorry. Before
proceedi ng through testinony, | just
want to nmake sure the additiona
Wi t nesses who are com ng next are
prepared to testify.

And that's Mtch Chanin,
Nancy Lanham and Al exander Roederer.
So with that, please proceed with
your -- state your nane, and proceed
Wi th your testinony.

CH LD RAWLERSON: Good
norning, Gty Council. M nane is
Ashira Rawl erson, and |'m a 15-year-
ol d student here in Phil adel phia

turning 16 next nonth on June 9th.
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| stand before you today to talk
about sonet hing incredibly inportant
to nme, and advocate for so many
ot her young people in our city. |
| earned to swimat Pickett Pool on
Wayne Avenue. That | ocal pool
wasn't just a place to splash
surround; it was the starting point
for so nmany opportunities in ny
life.

Being a part of the Indo-
Pacific Sailfish Aquatics C ub,
there strengthened ny skills and
opened doors | never inmagined.
Because | learned to swm | was
able to participate in row ng at
Ll oyd Hall, and just this past
April, thanks to the strong
foundation | built in the water,
passed the Anerican Red Cross
Li feguard course. This sumrer |'|
be working as a |lifeguard at our
| ocal outdoor pool. These

experi ences woul dn't have been
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possi bl e wi t hout access to a | ocal
pool and the chance to learn to
swwm That's why |I'm asking you
today to prioritize the rebuilding
of Marcus Foster Pool and the
renovation of Pickett Pool.

There are so many teen
girls in Philadel phia just |ike ne
who deserve the same opportunities.
They deserve the chance to learn a
vital life skill to participate in
sports and to gain valuable
enpl oynent such as |ifeguards payi ng
16 an hour. W need Pickett Pool
renovated and reopened, and Marcus
Foster Pool rebuild for our
community and for the future of

young peopl e in Philadel phia. Thank

you.

MR, RAW.ERSON. Good
norning, city -- good norning, City
Council. M nane is Yusef

Rawl erson, and |I'ma 14-year-old

student in Philadelphia. 1'Il be 15
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in July actually. [|I'mhere today to
tal k about sonething vital for our
community: A year-round access to
swming. | learned to sw m at
Pi ckett Pool on Wayne Avenue. Being
a part of the indoor -- of the
| ndoor Pacific Sailfish Aguatics
Club. They wasn't just fun. It
strengthened ny skills and opened up
opportunities. Because of that
access, |'ve been able to
participate in Philly row ng at
Lloyd Hall. And I plan to becone a
i feguard next year. That plan is
only possi bl e because Pi ckett Pool
was there for ne.

| remenber being five years
old playing in the water, and al nost
drowning. It was a scary nonent,
but ny nother made ne realize how
crucial it was for ne to | earn how
to swm She made sure | had access
to our |ocal year-round pool for

swwming | essons, and it truly saved
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my life. Today, |'m speaking on
behal f of all the black and brown
youth like nme in Philadel phia.
We're asking Gty Council to
revenue, and reopen Pickett Pool,
and rebuild Marcus Foster Pool .
This isn't about
recreation, it's about providing a
vital life skill, keeping kids safe
and offering opportunities for
enpl oynent. Wiy should |I have to
travel all the way to Lincoln Poo
or Friends Select just to take a
i feguard course when Pickett Poo
is right there in ny comunity and
Mar cus Foster can be transformed?
I nstead of our streets being heated
by violence, let's cool them down by
giving all youth access to sw nmi ng,
and nmuch needed jobs. |'ve been
testifying about this for years.
Now we need action, not just words.
W need the funding to get this

done, and a quote fromnmny favorite
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show, "You better believe it." Thank
you.

MR, DOUGHERTY: Hello. M
name i s Phineas Dougherty, and | ast
sumrer ny C2L enpl oyer shared
Phi | adel phia rowing canp with us,
and said that if we wanted to
attend, she would work with us in
regards to our hours. | was excited
because playing with little kids all
day at the daycare was a | ot of
work. They don't stop noving. So |
signed up, and then they told ne
that I would be required to conplete
a hundred neters, and tread water
for five m nutes.

My nomtold nme to cancel ny
regi stration because she said |
woul d not be able to pass the
entrance exam But | told her, |
will go to the pool the mnute they
open for the sumer, and | wll pass
the swmtest. She told ne that it

was not sw mm ng, but ne fighting
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the water, and that the standards
have been |owered. | told her that

| had already commtted to it, plus
| did not want to be the one who did
not attend.

So ny nomcalled ny uncle
and said, "I need you to give hima
crash course in swimmng so that he
woul d be able to pass the entrance
test.”" There was nowhere for ny
uncle to train ne, so he paid for a
lifetinme fitness nmenbership, and
every night for three hours for the
next two weeks, he taught ne how to
swwm | conplained after two nights
and told ny nomthat it was hard
going to work with those little
ki ds, com ng honme only to | eave
again and go to swmlessons for
three hours. | said, "Sunmer is
supposed to be fun." And she said,
“Wel cone to adulting 101."

| told her, I just want to

be a kid, but she said, "Too |ate."
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And every night she drove ne 45
mnutes to Life Tine fitness, and
sat in the car while | had | essons.
Then on the day that row ng canp
started, we wal ked to Kelly Pool and
| junped in and started sw mm ng.
It was hard and sonebody shoul d have
told ne it was a 50-neter pool,
because that makes a difference when
you are learning in a 25-neter pool.
But 22 of us showed up, and
only four of us were able to pass a
swwmtest. To be honest, | barely
passed and so did the other two.
Only one out of the group of 22 knew
how to swm It was at that nonent
that | realized the purpose for us
bei ng here and testifying at the
school district each nonth. W do
it because swmring is sinply not a
sport, but it is alife skill.
Living in the city is
al ready danger ous enough between

guns, drugs, and boredom Wy add
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water? Did you know that children
of ages 5 to 14, drowing is the
second | eadi ng cause of
unintentional injury and death after
not or vehicle crashes? Did you know
bl ack children ages 10 to 14 years
old drown at rates 6.7 tinmes higher
than white children, and that bl ack
children and youth are nore likely
to drown in public pools? Bru, I
just turned 14, and | don't want to
be a statistic, nor do | want any of
nmy friends.

| am here today because
soneone | haven't net is dependi ng
on nme to bring these resources,
particularly Marcus Foster and
Pi ckett Pool back on line. [|I'mhere
so that swi mm ng and sw nm ng
opportunities beconme a norm But we
need your help. Let's decrease
these statistics for kids and adults
i ke me. Thank you.

CH LD WH TMAN. My nane is
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Wiitman, and I'min sixth grade. |
want to tell you about all the ways
my nom soneti nes doesn't make sense.
She says that | worry too much.

Yes, it's true that |I'm always
aski ng those "what if" questions,
but she's to bl anme because she says
that | should read. And reading
neans | | earn new things and new
risks all the tinme. Then to get ne
to stop saying, what if, she says is
better to say, oh, well, than what
if. Now this does not nake any
sense.

She clains that by saying,
oh, well, it means that you tried,
but what if neans that you didn't?
Maybe this statenment works in nost
situations, but it does not work
when it cones to swi nm ng, because
oh, well could nean the difference
between |iving and dying, especially
in water. Wen | bring up this fact

to her, she brushes it off and says,
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keep reading and stop worrying, but
how can | keep readi ng w t hout
aski ng questions? | |earned that
the best readers are the ones that
ask questions and | consider nyself
t he goat.

If I'mhonest, | enjoy
readi ng so nuch, maybe because she
encourages it too much. | wonder if
she knows that reading is the cause
of some of ny worries.

After reading the "I
Survived" series, especially the one
about Hurricane Katrina, and the
fact that many bl ack and brown
peopl e drowned, | started to worry
even nore about the fact that | do
not know how to swm Then to nake
matters worse, in Science, we were
readi ng about climate change and
rising sea |l evels nearly doubling
every year.

Did she know that 71

percent of the earth is water? Do
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you know t hat and what that neans?
It means we all need to learn to
swim and not just during the few
nmont hs in the sunmer.

Do you know that hurricane
season starts June 1lst and goes to
Novenber 30t h? That outdoor pools
don't even open until |ate June, and
that's if you live in a good
nei ghbor hood, and they can find
i feguards who want to conme to work

If you don't live in one of
t hese nei ghbor hoods, you're lucky if
your pool opens in July, but it'll
cl ose by Septenber 1st, no nmatter
where you live. Wat kind of
preparedness swi m| essons programis
that? You guys can do better than
this?

Three years ago, the Vine
Street Expressway was under water,
and earlier this year, parts of
the Schuylkill were flooded. Are
you guys reading? Are you guys
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worried because we are here again
this year asking you guys to nmake
renovation -- of renovating or
rebui |l di ng these public indoor pools
a priority because climte change is
her e?

How can all of you adults
tell us kids to read and yet not
realize that you not be being able
to swimposes a risk? Wo actually
needs to do their reading? M or
you? Maybe ny nomisn't the only
one who's not nmaki ng sense.

CH LD PHOEBE: H . M nane
i s Phoebe, and | ast week | asked ny
friend Chloe at school, why won't
her parents allow her to go to
overni ght canmp with me? She said,
“Listen, Phoebe, after | told ny --
after my nomsaw that there was a
pool , she said, nope, because bl ack
people don't swm" | told her that
this was not true, because all ny

aunts and uncl es know how to swim
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Practically, everyone in ny famly
knows how to swim

Then Chl oe asked nme, "Do
you know how to swn?" | was
wi nni ng the argunent until Chl oe
asked ne this one question, and I
sai d, "Sonmewhat." She said, "See, |
know you didn't know how to swim
Your aunts and uncl es and even your
nmomare just unicorns.” | didn't
talk to Chloe for the rest of the
day.

Wen | canme hone, | told ny
nmom about the conversation and asked
her what happened to the progress
around swi mm ng that was bei ng nmade.
When she was grow ng up, she asked
me if | knew the opposite of
progress, and | said, "Yes, a
set back." Then she told ne to define
set back, and when | didn't -- and
when | couldn't see, she said,
"CGoogle it."

So | | ooked up what setback
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nmeant, and in the dictionary, it
said that a setback was change in
status for the worst, usually
tenporarily. So | was pleased with
my answer until ny nomtold ne to
define tenporarily. But before |
did, | asked her when she and the
community started advocating for
Marcus Foster and Pickett from
repairs to closure. She told ne
2007. Wait, what? | was born in
2015, and now it's 2025. You nean
to tell nme that they have been
advocating for 18 years now? So
that's not a setback, that's a
decl i ne, which nmeans goi ng back to
an earlier or |ower |evel.

This is injustice,
especially to every generation after
the "80s. | think ny nomwas born
sonetime during that tine.

It's why Chloe's narrative
that bl ack people can't swmis a

fact and not a nyth, and why | am
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here today. Today is the tine to
restore justice. Today is the tine
in the day to put your noney where
your nouth is and rehab Pi ckett Pool
and renovate Marcus Foster. Today
is the day for me to tell Chloe that
we are nmaki ng progress, and that all
bl ack and brown people will be able
to swmand she can cone in ny

nei ghbor hood and | earn.

M5. CHARI SMA:  Good
nmorning. My name is Charism, and
unfortunately, |I'mthe unicorn that
my children speak of. Now, don't
get me wong, |'munique and
different, but | prefer to be
uni quely different in ny own right.
And not because of a right that |
was afforded that is no | onger right
for everyone else, but a privilege
to those who can't afford it. Wo
work either next in line on the
YMCA's wait list, or to those who

have |imted opportunity to access
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pools for a maxi mum of ei ght weeks
if they're lucky in the sunmer.

When Phoebe shared what her
friend called ne, being a unicorn, |
have to admit | was bothered and
rat her saddened. Janes Bal dwi n once
said, "W can disagree and stil
| ove each ot her unl ess your
di sagreenent is rooted in ny
oppression and denial of ny humanity
and right to exist." | inserted
uni queness where di sagreenent is,
and here's what this quote now
sounds |ike. "W can disagree and
still love each other unless your
uni queness is rooted in ny
oppression and ny denial of humanity
and a basic life skill." In that
case, | prefer not to be unique. |
prefer to be the rule and not the
excepti on.

Gow ng up in N cetown
nmeant | had three free indoor pools

options. Marcus Foster, which was
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0.23 mles away, Pickett Pool, which
was two mles away, Rhodes, 1.96
mles away. This was progress.
There were so many |ifeguards
avai l able that finding a position at
your nei ghbor hood out door pool

requi red putting your nane on the
waiting list or know ng someone who
knew soneone. | eventually | anded a
lifeguard position at Feltonville
Recreation Center

Thi s agai n was progress,
but since 2007, each of the schoo
district city owned public pools
along with the majority of others in
bl ack and brown conmunities have
been systematically and quietly
cl osed or been torn down due to
wi Il ful neglect.

You know, there are 41 zip
codes in Phil adel phia, yet the only
I ndoor pools currently open and
operating are in two zip codes, only

3.9 mles away from each other in
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the northeast. Wile we are
t hankful that Sora will be opening
soon, it is still not progress.
It's an injustice. Robert Kennedy
once said, "Justice delayed is
denocracy deni ed." Republican
Washi ngton are trying to kil
denocracy by elimnating i deas such
as diversity, equity, and inclusion.
| trust our Cty Counci
wi Il welcone the opportunity to
defend what it neans to be a
Denocrat and ensure that diversity,
equity, and inclusion and aquatics
can thrive in our city. W are
asking that you include funding for
these pools in this year's budget.
Thank you.

THE CLERK: In addition to
the two witnesses who will be
testifying shortly, | want to cal
up Chantell e Todman and G eg
Wal drman.

MR CHANIN. Al right. MW
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nane is Mtch Chanin. |'ma nmenber
of Philly Thrive. It's really hard
to follow that team Thank you so
much. So everyone has a right to a
safe, healthy home, including both
renters and | owi ncone honeowners.
And that's why |'m here joining so
many others, calling for $10 mllion
for proactive rental inspections,
and $10 mllion for PEA's Built to
Last Repair program and their other
initiatives.

And that's why I'm al so
joining a Coalition for Affordable
Communities and calling for 40
mllion for the Basic Systens Repair
program next year as part of the
HOME Initiative targeting people
bel ow 60 percent of AM.

So | ast year, | helped a
South Philly row honeowner who
needed energency repairs to advocate
for herself. A few years before --

a few years before, she had been
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incorrectly told that she was not
eligible for BSRP because she was
out of work.

Since then, her hone had
suffered so nuch wat er danmage t hat
she feared her house woul d col | apse
on her. Comunity | egal services
hel ped her reapply and we then
| earned that PHDC was just then
revi ewm ng applications they had
recei ved 10 nonths before. W asked
three Gty Council offices to urge
PHDC to | ook at her application
right away since the situation was
so critical and she had been
rejected incorrectly before.

Thanks to those
I nterventions and special thanks to
Al yssa Adans and the Counci
President's office, she was able to
get her roof fixed. But it was
pretty stunning to learn that the
lag tinme just to be considered for

an energency repair was 10 nonths.
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Now, whil e thousands of
Phi | adel phi ans are stuck waiting,
republicans are aimng to slash
federal prograns that fund hone
repairs. The Mayor's proposals
absolutely fail to neet the nonent
with zero dollars for Built to Last
and no neani ngful increase for BSRP.

The mayor, however, does
want to expand BSRP eligibility to
people with higher incones saying
that we shoul dn't have to choose
bet ween t he have-nots and peopl e who
have a little. And | agree wth the
principle, but not the position.
Resi dents whose i ncones are above
the threshol d, absolutely need and
deserve support. But we do have to
choose right now because the tota
budget for hone repairs is way too
small. In order to truly neet this
need and all of our city's needs, we
have to tax the rich nuch nore,

sl ashi ng the busi ness incone
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recei pts tax across the board while
elimnating the $100, 000 exenpti on
Is a huge step backward, especially
whil e Trunp and congressi onal
Republ i cans are gutting essenti al
progranms to cut taxes for
billionaires.

So pl ease provide the funds
that are desperately needed for
| owi ncone residents to have safe,
heal t hy honmes, and say no to across-
t he- board business tax cuts. Thank
you.

MR. ROEDERER Hi. M nane
Is Alex Roederer. | live just a few
hundred feet fromPine Street in
District 2. I'mtestifying in
support of Mayor Parker's proposed
$5 million in Vision Zero funding
and for 5 mllion concrete
protection in -- for Spruce and
Pi ne.

Center City is lucky to

have wal kabl e and bi keabl e
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nei ghbor hoods, nodes of transit that
are humans scale and | et people
engage with their communities. But
anyone who wal ks or bikes in the
city has seen a close call, a stoop,
or a sign, or a telephone pole, or
pl anter smashed to pieces, or the
wor st, sonmeone getting hit by a
speedi ng car.

Just a few days ago, a man
was killed by a dunp truck driving
into himfrombehind in an
unprotected bi ke lane at 58th in
Baltinore. Every bicyclist and
pedestrian knows this fear. Traffic
vi ol ence is preventable, installing
protected bi ke | anes, speed bunps
and coronal bunp-outs make drivers
sl ow down and protects pedestrians
and bicyclists. Every nei ghborhood
deserves these safety neasures.

Spruce and Pine is one of
the maj or east west corridors for

bikes in the city used by over
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40, 000 people a nonth. Fifty

per cent of househol ds in our

nei ghbor hood don't own a car.
There's a good place to start;
protected and separated bi ke | anes
i ncreased safety.

Part of Spruce is currently
on the high injury network and the
hi gh injury network data only spans
a few years. Pine and Spruce show
up in the high injury network based
on who has recently been hit on
t hose bl ocks. These streets shoul d
be safe enough for parents to bike
with their kids to school, letting
nore peopl e use bi kes, nmakes their
city cleaner, and greener, and hel ps
reduce traffic for those who truly
need to drive.

Qpponents cl ai mthat they
care about safety but have outright
stated they don't want this
protection because they want the

conveni ence of |oading at any tine
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directly in front of their doorstep
in a nice, clear bike lane. A
| uxury nost of us in the city don't
have, and they reject using | oading
zones nearby instead because they
don't want to | ose parking spots
directly in front of their hones,
anot her luxury many of us in Center
City don't have.

Frankly, | don't think
these luxuries are worth a
bi cyclist, or pedestrian getting
killed every once in a while. |
bel i eve we can reach Vision Zero
deaths -- near zero traffic deaths
i n Phil adel phia, and I appl aud and
t hank the mayor and Gty Council for
providing this funding as a start to
nove us towards this goal

THE CLERK: Thank you.

MR. RCEDERER: Thank you.
Good nor ni ng.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Excuse ne, real quick, because we
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have a hard stop at 12:30, so
sonebody had to go to work. Wo is
that? Wo said they had to go to
wor k?

MS. CHANTELLE: | got a
doctor --

THE CLERK: Chantelle,
that's you? GCkay. Go ahead.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

kay.

THE CLERK: And then
Geg -- and then G eg was next,
yeah.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Wait, who the two that had to go to
wor k?

M5. TODMAN: | have a --

THE CLERK: Chantelle and
G egq.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
W' re doing Chantelle and Greg, and
then we have to break.

THE CLERK: Yeah.

M5. TODMAN:  Thank you.
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Good afternoon. M nane is
Chantell e Todman, and |I'm a resident
and smal |l business owner in
Germantown in the 8th district.

My busi ness, Bl ackbird
Rising is a healing and wel | ness
space in the process of becomng a
cooperative. Daring to open a
comuni ty-centered and owned
busi ness in these tines that
prioritize those who are bl ack,
gueer and cheer ants in the
community who |ove themis daunting
and not possible w thout nuch
support.

PACA has provided us with
training and support to guide us
t hrough that process. PACA has al so
funded a study group where we
| ear ned about cooperative structures
and governance, they also partially
funded a retreat in which we were
able to go do co-op visioning,

dream ng, and pl anning. PACA
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continues to provide critical
techni cal support in our cooperative
formati on. PACA needs nore funding
to be able to continue to do its
great work. Co-ops provide nore
equi tabl e structures for businesses
that are trying to grow consciously
and invest in underserved

communi ties, nmuch |ike Bl ackbird

Ri si ng.

Wth $1.3 million as a
grant, PACAw Il be able to keep
supporting co-ops wth technica
assi stance and grants can go
directly to co-ops |like mne. |
al so urge Gty Council to continue
t he bar exenption, which is vitally
I mportant to small businesses.

I nstead of raising our taxes, big
busi nesses and rich people need to
pay their dues. Thank you.

THE CLERK: Thank you.

MR. VWALDMAN:. Good

afternoon, nenbers of Gty Council,
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and | really appreciate the
flexibility. M nanme is Geg
Wal dman, 1've worked for the City of
Phi | adel phia for 12 years, and have
been a proud nenber of AFSCME DC 47,
| ocal 2187 for over nine of those
years.

| speak to you as a union
nmenber and not as a representative
of the city. As you know, this
great city struggles with high rates
of extrene poverty, and a quarter of
Phi | adel phians rely on federal
assi stance, which have seen cuts
fromthe Trunp adm nistration, which
deep -- with deeper cuts on the near
hori zon.

You m ght be surprised to
| earn that nmany of the
Phi | adel phians living in poverty or
near poverty are city workers.
Clerks represented by DC 33 earn a
starting salary of just $31,000 a

year. Non rep clip workers, which
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Is part of the Mayor's C ean and
Geen initiative, earn just $37,000
a year. Library assistance and
sanitation | aborers who have j ust
seen a wage increase in the |ast
contract extension; a small wage

i ncrease earn $40,000 a year.

Over 40 percent of
muni ci pal workers own | ess than
$50, 000 a year. Many DC 47 nenbers
are also lowy paid well bel ow
I ndustry standards.

In contrast, in |last year's
budget, Mayor Parker raised her own
salary by nine percent to $269, 708
or nine times that of a clerk.
According to MT' s living wage
cal cul ator, a single parent raising
one child or working couple, raising
two children need over $80, 000 per
year to afford to live in
Phi | adel phia. That's al nost doubl e
the wage of -- that the city -- that

the city pays alnost half of its
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wor kf or ce

How can a Phil adel phia's --
how can Phi |l adel phia's Mayor and
Cty Council reduce poverty when it
fails to pay its own workers working
fam | ies sustaining wages? | hear
the beeps, so I'mgoing to just go
to the bottom

It doesn't have to be this
way. Instead of institutionalizing
15 years of reverse Robi nhood tax
cuts, Phil adel phia could fight for
the BI RT Exenption Court and doubl e
it after wwnning its case. Counci
could pass the wealth tax introduced
by Counci | menbers Brooks and
O Rourke, we could create a robust
work -- a city workforce by paying
city workers a |iving wage, making
public services stronger, and having
a broader reach, lifting thousands
of Phil adel phi ans out of poverty.

THE CLERK: Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Thank you. Thank you very
much. Well, first and forenost, we
t hank for everyone who've cane and
provi ded public testinony during the
nor ni ng sessi on.

The afternoon session w ||
begin at 1:30, and we | ook forward
to seeing all of you back here.
Thank you.

(Council at recess.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
W will now continue our commttee
of the whole for the proposed FY
2026 budget. |1'mgoing to ask
Ms. Kate Perez to pl ease conme on up.

M5. PEREZ: Kate Perez.

And 1'Il never forget Parker's
budget neeting when she said she
knows that the Cl ean Needl e Exchange
saves lives. She's not arguing with
sci ence, but she doesn't want to pay
for it anynore. Philly is
constantly pushing responsibilities

onto nonprofits and then defundi ng
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and crimnalizing care until the
only option left is forced treatnent
or jail.

Jails that al ready have
| awsuits for not being up to
standard, and facilities that are
not equi pped to handle influx of
patients going through w thdrawal s.
W saw Amanda Cahill suffer through
a painful preventable death with
I nmat es scream ng for nedical
attention for nore than seven hours
straight with no answer. Building a
speci alized treatnent jail is not
t he answer.

The police review board
doesn't have enough funding to
conduct their own investigations.
And if a cop kills an unarned
civilian while off duty, the
Departnent will put Oficer Sweeney
on adm nistrative | eave instead of
i mredi ately arresting him sending

the nessage that if you kil
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soneone, we'll protect you.
Settlenents won't conme out of your
paycheck and the city will stil
give us mllions nore to buy drones.
The council voted to | ook
into investnents in El Sal vador as
we fear they no | onger respect the
law. Let's also nmake sure none of
our noney is involved with the
i1l egal occupation of Pal estine.
Today mar ks day 72 of
I srael's conpl ete bl ockade of all
humani tarian aid. \While bl ocking
all food and nedicine, they shot six
m ssiles at the European hospital in
Khan Yunis, nmaking it the second
hospital they bonbed in 24 hours.
We can't increase the police budget
even by a dollar until they agree to
stop cross training wwth the I OF.
A PPD officer wal ked a man
wi th no charges out of court and
straight into I CE custody, possibly

assi sting with another person being
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deported to El Sal vador wi t hout
trial. W should investigate and
denounce this act as we nust stay a
sanctuary city.

Qur hi gh-school ers don't
have after school progranms. SEPTA is
cutting even nore roots. CQur
libraries have nold. North Philly
these nore trees. And Phil abundance
is on the edge of bankruptcy as our
federal governnment continues to
def und t he USDA.

The city budget is going to
have to find ways to feed its
citizens, and it should conme out of
our overinflated police budget. If
we want to stop crinme, we should
t ake preventative neasures instead
of witing cops blank checks and
stop letting them partner with
arm es that uphold apartheid. Free
Pal esti ne.

THE CLERK: Next, we have
Brian gl esby, Edith -- | can't read

Page 159

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee O The Whol e FY26 Budget
05/ 13/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

the last nane. Janet Dennis, Synbol
Lai and Marina Edens.

MR, OG.ESBY: It's gl eshy
but cl ose enough. [It's quiz on
Tuesday.

THE CLERK: Apol ogi es.

MR OGESBY: 1'd like to
speak today on behal f of the
busi nesses that | represent in the
-- 1 n Phil adel phia and busi nesses
that do business in the surrounding
areas in reference to the business
I ncone receipts tax, proposed
reduction and the reducti on wage
t ax.

There are five advant ages
that 1'd i ke to go over briefly.
One, it gives an opportunity for our
busi nesses, particularly our smaller
busi nesses to | evel the playing
field with our suburban
counterparts. And it nmakes --
because the current taxes as they

are make it nore expensive to
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operate businesses within city
limts conpared to the suburbs |ike
Ki ng of Prussia, Conshohocken or
Cherry Hill, where sone of those
taxes may not be existent. The
reduction in the tax gap between the
city and surroundi ng counties nakes
it nore attractive to stay in

Phi | adel phia or nove to Phil adel phia
and attract strong workforce and
nore innovative people.

Agai n, particularly with
smal | er businesses. It |owers
operating costs. It allows to pay
| ess for your gross receipts and net
i nconme and that's a direct savings
that can be reinvested in workforce
and econom c devel opnent | ocally.
The wage tax reduction would al so
reduce the cost of enploying peopl e,
especially if your enployees live in
Phi | adel phia and it nakes hiring
(CHECK) and retaining talent --

| ocal talent nore affordabl e and
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gi ves the opportunity for business
to expand, creating nore business
receipts inthe -- in the long run.

It attracts and retains
talent. W' ve |long worked hard to
mai ntain our talent that we devel op
in the Gty through our institutions
and our system of education, and the
Phi | adel phia's wage tax is
conparatively one of the largest in
the country, and reducing it all ows
enpl oyees to take hone nore of their
pay which is a big selling point for
j ob seekers both here in the city
and people who nay be attracted to
comng to the city.

Conpetitive take-hone pay
hel ps smal | busi nesses conpete with
| arger firnms and for suburban
enpl oyers, enpl oyees who aren't
subject to the sane taxes. W boost
busi ness growth and resilience,
| esser tax burdens nmean nore cash on

hand for expandi ng operati ons,
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hiring nore staff, build reserves
for slow periods. And snall

busi nesses often operate on thin

margins. Tax relief can help the
di ff erence between surviving and

thriving. W encourage -- and it
al so finally encourages econonic

devel oprent .

Reduci ng the city-specific
taxes |like BIRT and wage tax nmakes
Phi | adel phia nore attractive for
entrepreneurs, startups, and snall
busi ness expansi on st akehol ders t hat
we spend a lot of tinme working with
and trying to develop. This
contributes to job creation and
revitalization of city nei ghborhoods
t hat need econom c devel opnent --
and devel opnent the nost.

This type of tax reduction
hel ps our inner-city businesses grow
at a nore rapid rate than they
currently are, and creates

opportunities in a tinme where the
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mar ket pl ace has shrunken in terns of
external opportunities.

In short, small business
owner woul d benefit fromthese tax
reductions and they cut costs,

i nprove conpetitiveness, and
increase flexibility, especially
when conpared to | ower tax
environments in the surrounding
suburbs. For Phil adel phia to retain
and grow its small business base and
its place as the econom c engine for
this entire region, aligning its tax
policies nore closely with the netro
area is key. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. Synbol, how you doi ng?

MS. LAI: Hello.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
How s Ms. Cooper?

M5S. LAI: She's not here
today. You have ne.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Good. Good.
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M5. LAI: M nane is Synbol
Lai. | amwth Children First.
First of all, I want to thank all
t he Counci | menbers who asked for a
one percent increase in the mllage
transfer to the School District of
Phi | adel phia in this year's budget.
This bunp generates 25 mllion in
new recurring funds to Philly
school s.

So | ast week during the
district's budget hearing, | heard
many of you ask about the | ack of
anti-bullying prograns, counselors
and steady teachers. It's clear
t hat everyone here cares deeply
about education, and | want to
encour age Counci |l nenbers to think
about underfunding as a root cause
to the instability you' d like to
fix.

The school district is $1.2
billion underfunded. People are

finding to fix this at the state,
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but the state isn't the only player.
As you know, the city funds conprise
44 percent of the district's budget
as well, which neans you,
Counci | renbers, have a role in -- a
hand in getting our schools to
equity faster.

| also want to point out
that asking the district to dip into
Its fund bal ance is not a sound
plan. Children First testified to
this last week but it's worth
repeating. The district's fund
bal ance is there for energencies,
not reqgul ar operations. As it
stands, the fund bal ance i s enough
to get the district through four and
a half weeks of operations. A year
s 52 weeks.

Last, | want to share the
stories of parents who can't cone to
Cty Hall wth nme today. Last night
when | was preparing for this, |

sent out an urgent call asking for

Page 166

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee O The Whol e FY26 Budget
05/ 13/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

their stories to help ne testify and
| want to tell you a little bit
about what | heard back.

So first, we have Melissa
Rot hernel who has three kids in the
Nort heast with special needs. She
knows that nore funding neans a
better chance her kids will get
better services. |Inmani Badi e, she
cares deeply about literacy. She
knows that kids are nore likely to
end up in prison if they don't know
how to read. So, nore funding
prevents this.

Donna Fields testified | ast
week, but she's not done. She wants
you to know about the fights,
| ockdowns and even the suicide rates
that she's seen in her schools.
She' s enphatic that school s need
nore noney to do nore. Jazm n Banks
says that if we want to dismantle
the school and foster care to prison

pi peline, we need to invest in
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schools. She quotes Frederick

Dougl ass, who said it's easier to
build children -- it's easier to
build strong children than to repair
br oken nen.

Rhonda Mont gonery says t hat
she shouldn't have to dip into her
rent noney to buy cl eaning supplies
so her kids don't get sick. And
Sam a Evans-Bolling wants to rem nd
you that if you -- if we invest in
our children, we invest in ourselves
and our communities and our city.
Cty Council, we want 25 mllion in
| ocal funding for our schools.
Increase the mllage rate transfer
by one percent. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

THE CLERK: W have Edith.
Last name starts with a Z, Janet
Denni s, Marina Edens foll owed by
Joshua Atl as, Elena Darcy, Corey
Rei dy, Ni cholas Manta, Lena
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Her nandez.

M5. REIDY: Hello, Gty
Council President and City
Counci | renbers. M nane is Corey
Reidy. | live in the 3rd District,
and |'m here today on behal f of
Phi | adel phi a Area Cooperative
Al l i ance, aka PACA, where | have the
i mrense privilege to work every
single day with Philly co-ops.
Cooper atives are busi nesses owned
either by their workers and/or by
the community who utilizes them

| personally becane
i nvol ved with co-ops over 17 years
ago when | becane a worker owner of
one. | had been hooked ever since
wi th good reason. W see in the
data, co-ops build happier, nore
sust ai nabl e, nore creative, and nore
resilient workplaces, which in turn
buil d stronger, nore equitable
communities and cities.

In the FY26 budget, we are

Page 169

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee O The Whol e FY26 Budget
05/ 13/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

asking Gty Council to include a
$1.3 million grant fund to stinulate
t he Phil adel phi a cooperati ve econony
with a spend down over the course of
the next two to three years. One
million will be to fund co-ops
di rect needs, $300k will to provide
pro bono technical assistance. It
is nodel ed after multiple other
cities co-op grant funds.

I n Madi son, they invested
1.5 mllion over five years and they
doubl ed their amount of co-ops. To
be candid, |losing the BIRT tax
exenption is going to hurt our
co-ops, particularly in the startup
years when every dollar matters,
maki ng this grant fund to ask even
nore inperative to ensure their
success.

"Il end this with, | get
the privilege to support co-ops on
figuring out their business plans,

their budgets, their |ega
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docunents, their governance
structures, et cetera. But in the
m dst of all that, we tal k about why
they want to do this, why they are
doing this. Many of our co-ops cone
fromhighly exploited industries,
service work |ike restaurants and
retail, donmestic work |ike
childcare, hone care, and

pr of essi onal cl eaners.

The first | andscapi ng co-op
in Philly just |aunched, and these
co-ops tell nme tinme and tine again
that while they were working these
very exploited jobs, they would talk
wi th each ot her about how they knew
it didn't have to be this way. And
It doesn't. They're proving it.
Toget her they are building that
better way. But in order to really
expand and stabilize this better
way, this cooperative way, we need
City investnent.

And it is the year of the
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cooperative. Thank you, Gty
Council for declaring it so, Philly
was the first City to back the UN s
resol ution and ot hers have now
followed. The resolution says the
City of Philadel phia wll do
everything it can to grow the
cooperative econony. W | ook
forward to this being true. Thank
you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

M5. MARTI NEZ: Good
afternoon. Yeah, good afternoon.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Pl ease begi n.

M5. MARTI NEZ: Thank you,
Gty Council, for hearing us today.
My name is Lina Martinez and | am
here on behal f of COWPA Philly
Language Justice Co-op. W are a
cooperative of interpreters and
translators that work with community

groups across the city to facilitate
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conmuni cati on, collaboration, and
under st andi ng bet ween speakers of
di fferent | anguages.

Qur work raises the often
unheard voi ces of i mm grant
comuni ti es and connects nonol i ngual
Engli sh speakers to the wealth of
knowl edge and experience of their
nei ghbors with whom t hey m ght
ot herwi se not be able to
conmmuni cat e.

For a city as diverse and
mul ticul tural as Phil adel phi a,
quality community focused | anguage
services are essential to ensure the
nmeani ngf ul participation of all
residents in culture, politics, and
t he econony. Wrking as a
cooperative where the interpreters
and translators are al so the owners
and deci si on makers of the business
hel ps keep COWA integrated in the
communi ties that we serve. It

allows us to grow and devel op
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al ongsi de the | anguage needs of the
city. Having the opportunity to
receive training grants and pro bono
TA sessions through the Phil adel phi a
Area Cooperative Alliance or PACA
has allowed us to build the
foundations of our co-op.

But being a snmall business
that works directly with
mar gi nal i zed communi ti es neans t hat
we operate with little overhead, and
changes in our financial |andscape
can have huge consequences for our
co-op |i ke COVPA.

By funding Co-ops with a
$1.3 mllion grant and pro bono
t echni cal assistance fund for
Phi | adel phi a cooperatives, and by
mai ntai ni ng the BIRT tax exenpti on,
City Council can hel p ensure that
smal | busi nesses |i ke COMPA are able
to continue our work serving the
| i nguistically diverse, but deeply

i ntegral communities that nake up
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the city of Philadel phia. Thank
you.

THE CLERK: N chol as Mnt a,
Erin Young, Katie Seedle, Christina
Gosnel I .

M5. SEEDLE: Hi, nmy nanme is
Katie and |I'ma student of Conmunity
Col | ege of Phil adel phia and comut e
fromoutside of the city from
Abington. | rely heavily on the
regional rail to get to and from
school every day. | amalso an
activist with Fridays for Future and
Sunrise Movenent here in
Phi | adel phia and rely on SEPTA to
get ne to events and neetings.

Wth these cuts, it wll
make getting to school inpossible.
As ny dad works, ny nomis disabl ed
and | cannot drive, and | am
chronically ill. 1 amalso working
class and cannot afford fare
i ncreases. Many people may be in

situations |ike mne. Students al
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over the city and outside the city
rely on SEPTA to get to schoo

whet her it be el enentary school,

m ddl e school, high school, or
col | ege.

The city needs to step up
fundi ng for SEPTA and not rely just
on federal funding. These cuts and
fair increases will detrinentally
I npact the working class such as
nmysel f. SEPTA is what nakes getting
around the city possible. This is
why we need each and every |line and
bus route to renmain open to its
fullest and affordable fare prices.
Thank you.

M5. YOUNG H, I'"'mErin
Young. |I'ma climte activist with
Fridays for Future and Sunrise
Movenent. |'malso an essentia
wor ker assisting an elderly person
wi th stage 4 cancer at his hone.

' m di sabl ed nyself and can only

work part-tine, so I'mlow incone.
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| can't afford a car or ride share
and depend on SEPTA to carry out the
functions of ny job.

Many of us in care work
depend on public transit. Those who
wor k swing shifts or overnights wl|
not be able to work if funding cuts
result in transit stopping at
9:00 p.m Many other sectors wll
be adversely affected. This
threatens our region's entire
econony.

Wile we fight for state
fundi ng, we have to realize that the
city could fund nore. Conpared to
simlar cities, Philadel phia under
spends on public transit. Wth
funding cuts on the federal |evel,
it's critical that we step up to
fill the gap for essential public
servi ces.

Counci | mrenber O Rour ke
i ntroduced new | egislation to expand

the Zero-Fare pilot program which
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woul d be |ife-changing for 20
percent of Phil adel phians |iving
under the poverty line. | ask you
to vote yes on the Phil adel phia
Transit Access Fund when it cones up
for a vote. But before that, | urge
you to dedicate nore funding from
the city budget to SEPTA to ensure
that transit services don't get cut
and costs don't go up for riders.

Conti nui ng the conversation
of public services funding, nyself
and ot her Phil adel phi ans benefit
fromevents, services, and resources
that the Free Library offers.
Li braries are highly utilized as
cooling centers in tines of
dangerous heat, tinmes which are
becom ng nore frequent because of
the climate crisis.

Li braries are also an
educational resource that we need
even nore now because of the Trunp

adm ni stration attacks on educati on.
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| urge you to increase funding for
the Free Library by at |east 30
mllion this budget cycle and
account for unspent funds in the

| ast budget cycle. Thank you.

THE CLERK: Janet Denni s,
Christina Gosnell. You can state
your nane, for the record, and
proceed.

M5. DENNI'S: Good
afternoon, City Council. M nane is
Janet Dennis, and |'"'ma retired
soci al worker and a US and
international athlete. |'mhere
today representing Philly Aguatics
and their quest to reopen the Picket
pool and to rebuild the Mrcus
Foster Pool. | live in District 8.

| learned to swm50 years
ago whil e an undergraduate student
at Tenple University. I|I'ma
backstroker. Wo knew that at 50, |
woul d becone a conpetitor sw mer?

Who knew at 70, | would still be
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sw mnng. N neteen years ago, |
received a lifesaving transpl ant.

Heart transplant. After conpleting

cardio rehab, | was told that the
heart is a nuscle and I wll have to
join the gym | joined LA Fitness

but I am a pool-only nenber.
SWwnmmng is a sport that can clearly
take you into your senior years. |
represent Team Phil adel phia in
conpetitions in the United States.
| represent team USA in conpetitions
all over the world. | noticed right
away that | amthe only African
American swimmer at all these
conpetitions. This August, at the
age of 70, I'Il be representing team
USA in Dresden, Gernmany.

In addition to swi nm ng, |
do shot put, distance javelin and a
| ong junp, okay? July the 25th is
Wrld Drowning Prevention Day. It's
a gl obal event that serves as an

opportunity to highlight the tragic
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and profound inpact of drowning on
fam lies and conmuniti es.

An estimated 236, 000 people
drown every single year. Novenber
the 3rd, 1966, there was a program
that's still up to today, which is
called RIF, R1-F, Reading Is
Fundanental. |t provides books with
children in underserved comuniti es.
I"mjust saying, let's update the
Phi | adel phia curriculunms in support.
Swmmng i s a fundanent al

M5. WOMACK:  Good
afternoon. M/ nane is El eanor
Wmack. | live in N cetown for over
60 years. So, Marcus Foster is very
inmportant to nme. I'mwth the
PHI LAquati cs and al so the Stanton
Par k Advi sory Boar d.

| would like attention to
be paid to Nicetown in reference to
Marcus Foster Pool. |'ve taken and
rai sed nost children, nost boys, and

t hey becane |ifeguards | earning
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life-saving skills that they could
pass on to their famlies. |
couldn't bring themtoday. They're
all grown and living in other
cities. But if you could please pay
attention as well to Stanton Park.
W have no W-Fi, we have
no facilities for children. W need
attention. |'ve gone to our
representatives and nade
appoi ntnents and in the appointnents
they did not show So | just need
sonmeone to address the issue and see
what' s happeni ng and get back to us
right away. Thank you.
MR. SCOTT: Good afternoon.
My nane is Sterling Scott. I'ma
menber of the Citizen Congress of
Ni cetown. Also, Vice President of
our own RCO Nicetown, RCO The
Marcus Foster Pool is a lifeline for
the Ni cetown residents.
PHI LAquatics is vital for our

comuni ty.
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There are many benefits in
our pools -- for pools in our
nei ghbor hood. One, pulls comunity
-- it pulls comunity together.
Parents will want their children to
| earn how to swimand they wll
assist in the curriculum Al so, the
gui dance that cones fromthe
instructors will be a lifel ong
benefit and add structure to the
child' s devel opnent in our
conmmuni ty.

Marcus Foster Pool is --we
have been asked many a tines, why
has Marcus Foster Pool not been
rebuilt? These are young and ol d
adults. The ol der seniors, they
need this for their treatnents and
the pools can elimnate a | ot of
wei ght or stress on their bodies
where they cannot do regul ar
exercise. GCkay? Qur neighbors want
to be -- don't want to be an

aftert hought or neglected. Thank
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you.

One ot her thing, the pools
are -- the pools are -- Marcus
Foster Pool is in the historic area.

CHAI R 3 LMORE- RI CHARDSON:
Ckay. Thank you.

Sir, we need you to -- if
you' re speaking, speak in to the mc
So we can get it on the transcript.
But thank you very, very nuch. The
clerk will please call the next set
of w tnesses.

THE CLERK: Christina
Gosnel |, Shi hong Lin, Yvonne Lung,

Vi vian Chang and Al ex W/ es.

MR LIN  So, hello. Thank
you for this opportunity for ne to
be here to speak. So, hello, ny
name is Shihong Lin. So | work in
Asian America United. So we are a
comuni ty- based organi zation that's
rai sing youth and famly for
success.

So personally, | cane to
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Anmerica when | was 12 years old. M
fam |y chose Phil adel phia because it
was a work owned inmmgrant city like
ours. |'ma proud graduate from ny
Marco El ementary School and Furness
Hi gh School from our public schoo
from Phil adel phia. So | was able to
attend and graduate from Tenpl e
Uni versity because of support |
received in the public system

So, yeah, so personally as
an i mm grant student who used to
graduate from Phil adel phia, | really
hope there will be like nore
resource going to our popul ar
educati on systemto support all the
students who have better | earning
envi ronment and a safety school .
But, |ike, those support are under
attack right now.

The Newconer programto
hel p children learn English and be
protected at school are al nbst gone.

Even though students are getting
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| eft behind every day, our city is
not doi ng enough to help them

Many students cone to
Philly because they are escapi ng
fromthe war, violent and traumas.
So City Council should provide 2
mllion for newcomer prograns so
there is no children left behind in
our public schools.

Cty Council should provide
1.8 mlIlion fromthe Phil adel phia
Imm grants Famly Unity Projects.

If the city abandoned its
responsibilities, then nore of our
children will be nore suffering in
our popul ar Phil adel phia high
school .

So that's not what we want
to see in our cities. So, we're al
here to | ook forward to a better
future of our public systens. Better
budget -- |ike, better budget and
better future of our Phil adel phia on

next years. And al so, of course,
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I ncl ude anot her chanpions to wn for
our Super Bows. So yeah, Go
Eagl es, Go Phil adel phia. Thank you.

M5. LUNG City
Counci | renbers, thank you for this
opportunity to testify. M nane is
Yvonne Lung. |I'man artist who has
cal | ed Phil adel phia hone since 2007.
And | have been active in art and --
in the art and cultural community
for just as |ong.

" mal so a second-
generation immgrant wwth close ties
to ny APl conmmunity. So I'm here
today to oppose Bill No. 250199. |
want to tal k about how getting rid
of BIRT would affect small business
owners, which includes artists. As
an artist, I'ma small business.
Artists, nusicians, dancers, witers
and actors are all small business
owners in the city. Wile Philly
has a very, very vibrant arts and

community -- arts and culture
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comunity, as nakers, as
contractors, entrepreneurs, our
i ncone fluctuates and every penny we
earn counts.

Since the conception of the
Bl RT exenption in 2014, snal
busi nesses |i ke ne have experienced
its benefits. It is because of the
exenption that nmy partner and | who
he is also an artist, were able to
save up for a down paynent to buy a
house that is not only our hone, but
al so, we have our artist studio in
there as well, instead of renting a
studio froma slum | andl ord.

Just recently, the arts and
cul tural organizations in the
Phi | adel phi a regi on have received
notification fromthe Nationa
Endowrent of the Arts, rescinding
grants, left and right, that have
been prom sed to them w eaki ng havoc
in our community, which al so neans

this is going to be | ess noney that
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will trickle down to individual
artists, nusicians, dancers, witers
and perforners, people |like ne.

Shoul d the BI RT extension
be cut or canceled, this will add
anot her financial burden to people
like me, which will cause talent to
| eave Phil adel phia and search for a
city that supports nakers and
creatives.

| ask the city not to
renove the BIRT exenption. Wy are
we providing tax cuts to those that
don't need it? The big
corporations, the multimllionaires,
the billionaires. 1In order to
create a city that is livable,
di verse, and beautiful, the city
needs to support the local and snall
busi nesses.

| magi ne the Mural Arts
program not having any artists to be
able to create the beautiful nurals

that you see around the city.
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| magi ne FDR Park not hol ding a

Sout heast Asian market. And | want
to say yes, those aunties and uncl es
that are cooking there are artists
as well. Inmagine the Bok Buil ding
enpty with no artist studios and
there are no art communities. |
sincerely ask the Gty Council to
support the continuation of the BIRT
exenption. Thank you.

M5. CHANG Yes, that's
right. Should | go? M nane is
Vivian Chang. | ama nenber of the
Al liance for a Just Phil adel phi a.
Also work at -- yes. W're a
coalition of so many organizations,
so many people in this room and
sadly, so many Counci | nenbers not
listening to us, | just want to nane
t hat .

| think there's so many
peopl e who took tine out of their
day. And | ook, I'mlooking at al

these enpty seats. So | hope that,
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i ke, you know, even if folks aren't
able to hear us live, maybe they can
conme back and listen to us here.
But, you know, in short, everything
we've testified today relies on city
services. It relies on funding for
our city governnent, right? Were
there's no way we're going to have
safe, healthy honmes for all if we
cut taxes on big corporations.

There's no way that this
city can really live up toits
prom se to protect all people,
including our immgrants if we cut
those taxes on big corporations.

And the BIRT tax is part of that,
right?

There is a plan right now
that the mayor has put forth to tax
80, 000 smal | busi nesses, two thirds
of all businesses in Philly. So
squeezi ng blood fromthose little
stones, so that there can be cuts

made on the biggest corporations; on
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uni on busters like Aramark; is that
fair? Does that nake sense? Yeah.
So the city right now, this
proposal before us is choosing to
steal fromthe poor to give to the
rich. Take food fromthe nouths of
babes so that billionaires |ike
Davi d Edel man can destroy nore
nei ghbor hoods and buy nore cyber
trucks and that doesn't make sense.
So 80, 000 busi nesses, |
just want to repeat that nunber,
these are the small est businesses in
Phi | adel phia, and these are sole
proprietors, famly businesses,
| ongti me shops, many of whom were
redlined out of federal |oans and
grants, and they're only surviving
today by the skin of their teeth.
These are busi nesses that
are going to be forced to suddenly
pay, you know, upwards of a thousand
dollars in taxes even nore. And the

proposal is a $30 nmillion fund for
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transition. Well, if we do the

mat h, 80, 000 busi nesses, $30

mllion, that's not even enough
nmoney for the first year of this new
t ax.

So, you know, these snall
busi nesses are not |ooking for a
handout, but they don't want to
hi gh-five when they're drowni ng.

How many smal | businesses will be
all owed to be destroyed? How nany
services are we going to be all owed
to cut because of this? | urge Cty
Council, do not renove the BIRT
Exenption. Fund our people's
budget. Thank you.

MR. WLES: Good afternoon
everyone. |I'mAlex Wles from
Bonfire Media Collective. W are a
media co-op that is actually a very
short wal k away fromhere. |'mhere
al so in support of the Phil adel phia
Area Cooperative Alliance and the

Al'liance for a Just Phil adel phi a.
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I f you recognize our
busi ness nane as a nenber of |oca
government, it may be because we are
the ones who ran the canpaign, the
nmedi a canpai gn for Kendra Brooks,
who |'mvery happy was able to win
her run and still occupies office in
this building, and was able to do
| ots of amazing things as a nenber
of | ocal governnent.

Years ago, | also worked
al ongsi de Hel en Gym and Medi a
Mobi |'i zing project on the Cap
Contast canpaign to help ensure
t hrough our ongoi ng franchi se
agreenment with this conpany that
they will pay their fair share in
this country. This also led to lots
of other cities across the country
stopping their franchi se agreenents
with their large corporations to get
sone of the nore equitable things
t hat Phil adel phia was able to

acconpl i sh.

Page 194

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee O The Whol e FY26 Budget
05/ 13/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

This is the exact kind of
| eadership that we need right now
W were able to help | ead our
country by exanple as a city and we
can continue doing so. This is the
ki nd of | eadershi p and advocacy we
need, especially now as our country
and communities are threatened with
so much viol ence, injustice and
I nequity.

As a nmenber of a
cooperative, | have seen the work
that can be acconplished in a
wor ker - owned conpany.

We need city funding for
co-ops and we cannot | ose our BIRT
t axes exenption. Co-ops are run
denocratically, where all workers
have a voice in a tinme when so many
conpani es take advantage of their
wor kers, we need nore co-ops and we
need themto flourish, not just
survive. W need |leaders to help

restore the rapidly fading trust
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that voters have in our governnent.

|'m asking for a $1.3
mllion investnment in our fully
co-ops, which enbody denocracy and
community. W are exhausted as a
city and as voters with just-the-
survive mndset. Support us with
vital funding so that we can thrive,
not just survive. Thank you.

THE CLERK: Next, we have
Terrell Cannon, Jacob Russell
Li nnea Bond, Marissa Johnson Val e,
Paul Hanni ck, and Nicol e Brunette.

MS.  JOHNSON- VALENZUELA:
Hel | o, everyone. Do I start now?

THE CLERK: Hold on one
second.

MS.  JOHNSON- VALENZUELA:
Ch, I'msorry.

THE CLERK: Good. kay.

MS.  JOHNSON- VALENZUELA:
Ckay. Hello, | know a nunber of
you. My nanme is Marissa Johnson-

Val enzuel a. | am a union | eader and

Page 196

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee O The Whol e FY26 Budget
05/ 13/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

| think 13 years full-tinme faculty
menber at Conmunity Col | ege of

Phi | adel phia. And maybe it's 14,
maybe it's 12, | don't know, it's
sonmewhere, a long tine. I|I'malso a
former CCP student.

And | am here because |
| ove Phil adel phia deeply, that's why
| teach at Conmmunity Col | ege of
Phi | adel phia. I'malso really proud
that our union is part of a
coalition of nore than 40
organi zations with these t-shirts
here calling for increased
I nvestnment in our conmunities.

My joke here is that | am
an English professor, but the math
Is not mathing. Qur city needs nore
I nvestnent in our people, and as
part of that, | amhere today to
advocate for increased investnent in
Communi ty Col | ege of Phil adel phi a,
15 mllion nore in general operating

funds, and two mllion nore for
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SEPTA passes for students, which we
were able to win an agreenent on,
but yet the funding is still in
guestion, as you heard from Harold
Epps when he was here testifying to
you.

So, but | do also want to
take a monent to thank folks in this
roomfor their support; for the
faculty, and staff, and students at
Community Col | ege of Phil adel phi a.
| was there all night long to reach
t he deal that our nenbers
overwhel m ngly agreed to, and that
97 percent were wlling to strike
for, right? And | know you got a
| at e ni ght phone call yourself to
try to make that happen, you know,
but after four and -- so the city's
headed in the right direction, but
after four decades of defundi ng at
the city and state level, after four
decades of breaking the prom se that

CCP and all conmunity col |l eges
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across the state were founded with,
the city still needs to do nore to
do right by its coll ege.

And so, you know, again, 15
mllion increase in general funding,
two mllion for SEPTA passes, and
you know, you know, | trust that
everyone in this roomis aware of
the cuts comng fromthe federa
governnent and is upset by them

And this is a real
opportunity to push back agai nst
them and to make sure that CCP is
okay, because those cuts will gut
us, right? The financial aid cuts
that the Republicans are pushing
wi |l have a devastating effect and
now is not the time to go cheap on
the community -- on our coll ege.
Thank you.

M5. BOND: H. M nane is
Li nnea Bond. | am a resident of the
5th District and the director of

Educati on for Physicians for Soci al
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Responsi bility Pennsyl vani a.

Based on what they treat in
clinic and the | atest research, the
nedi cal professionals | work with
are advocating for investnents in
public health with serious concerns
about climte change, air quality,
and environnental pollutants.

We support the Safe and
Heal thy Hones initiative, including
PEA's $10 mllion ask for the Built
to Last program and adm nistrative
costs that enable coordination and
communi cation with residents who
recei ve assi stance.

Speaki ng as a renter
nmyself, who lives next to a hone
that had nmultiple gas | eaks and
where the | andlord had an il egal
furnace and renters found nold, and
two years of respiratory issues
ended when they noved out, |
personally want to underscore the

need for inspections with funding
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for L&l.

Both i nspections and repair
fundi ng help prevent long-term
heal th harm Physici ans again and
again also inpress on ne the need
for investnent in green and public
spaces that inprove air quality, and
for the public transit that nmany
resi dents depend on, and that
reduces pollution from car
congesti on.

Agai n, speaking for nyself
as an educator who has worked in
many Phi | adel phia public schools and
currently as a reading coach for a
brilliant but distractible
ki ndergartner at Al exander M ure,
an excellent elementary school in
Counci | mrenber Lozada's district, |
urge council to prioritize school
funding. Perhaps it was a failing
of nmy own education, but | have
trouble with the math of how we can

fund our priorities if we cut taxes
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for the weal t hi est people and
corporations who can nost afford to
pay for them Thank you.

MR, RUSSELL: Hello, Cty
Council. M nane is Jacob Russell.
| Iive on Spruce Street between 5th
and 6th, and | want to share today
ny support for the $10 million
i nvestnent in Vision Zero and
concrete protection on the Spruce
and Pi ne bi ke | anes.

I'"'mfar fromthe only
resi dent of my street |ooking
forward to these inprovenents.
Near|ly 400 Phil adel phi ans attended
t he open-house on the protection
pl an, 80 percent of which expressed
support for concrete protection on
the exit survey.

Those 400 residents
i ncl uded 150 residents of Spruce and
Pi ne, and anong those 150, 62
percent raised voice support for the

plan. Protected bike |anes are not
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a niche issue for a small vocal
mnority; they're a broadly popul ar
policy that will save |ives

t hroughout the city.

| know some of ny nei ghbors
have conpl ai ned about the cost of
the bike lanes. 1'd |ike to rem nd
themthat $5 mllion is 0.07 percent
of the city budget. If the city was
a person maki ng the Phil adel phia
average of $60,000 a year, the bike
thing woul d cost $42. Protecting
t housands of lives for the relative
cost of a restaurant dinner is quite
a bargain. A $5 mllion investnent
in safety al so pales in conparison
to the massive parking subsidy
Center City residents receive each
year fromthe city.

A market rate parking spot
in Center City is about $3,000 per
year, and the city charges a neasly
$75 for the privilege of parking

their private vehicle on public
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streets. Each parking permt
constitutes a subsidy of thousands
of dollars to the city's richest
resi dents.

I f nmy neighbors are al so
concerned about the cost of safety
I nprovenents, hope they can get
behi nd drastic increases in the
parking permt costs to pay for
t hese i nprovenents.

Wiile the bike |anes are in
Phi | adel phia's richest nei ghborhood,
they do serve residents fromevery
part of the city. They're an
essential affordable connection to
the jobs and services in Center
Cty. 7,000 Phil adel phians joined
our petition demandi ng Congress
protection on Spruce and Pine, 1,000
living in Center Cty and 6,000 from
other districts. Philadel phians in
every district want these
i nprovenents. | do agree with ny

nei ghbors that the challenge the
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city faces in traffic violence go
far beyond Spruce and Pine Street.

The DVRCP esti mates that
Philly needs an investnent of two
billion to actually achieve Vision
Zero. Wile the proposed 10 mllion
iIs a welcone step in the right
direction, it falls well short of
the investnent needed to really keep
Phi | adel phi ans safe on their
streets. |If we were serious about
protecting people fromtraffic
deat hs, we should be investing tens
of mllions, not -- sorry.

We shoul d be investing
hundreds of millions, not tens of
mllions. | hope this council and
the mayor can build upon these huge
i nvestnents to finally actually work
to elimnate traffic deaths in our
community. Thank you.

M5. BRUNETTE: Hello. MW
nanme's Ni cole Brunette. Thank you

so much, Council. I1'mthe policy
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director for the Bicycle Coalition
of Greater Philadelphia, and I'm
here testifying in support of the
proposed Vi sion Zero budget found in
Mayor Parker's Proposed FY26 capit al
budget .

The Mayor's proposed budget
is one way to show the city's
conmtnent to Vision Zero and
reaching zero traffic fatalities.
The main budget line for Vision Zero
was increased -- from1 mllion |ast
year to 3.5, and an additional 1.5
for Vision Zero shows up in another
set of budget |ines.

This Vision Zero budget
line also includes $5 mllion from
anot her source of funding to pay for
concrete protected bi ke | anes on
Spruce and Pine Streets. So this
issue is really inportant to ne.

Phi | adel phia is a beauti ful
historic city, and parts of the city

have nai ntai ned dense nei ghbor hoods
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with small roads and short bl ocks.
This design is perfect for

safe streets, for people wal king,

bi ki ng, taking transit, and even

driving by encouragi ng | ower speeds.

However, over the past half century,

city planners have built highways

through a majority/ mnority

nei ghbor hoods, causi ng the nost

di ver se nei ghbor hoods of

Phi | adel phia to have sone of the

nost dangerous roads. There's a

di screpancy between the safety of

state roads versus city-owned roads.
The state roads are

typically w der cross cut through

full nei ghborhoods and require state

and federal funding to inprove.

Wth the uncertainty of federal

i nfrastructure fundi ng, having

stable city funding to inprove

| ocal | y-owned roads and work with

state partners is critical to

i nproving the safety of underserved
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communi ties.

| appl aud the Parker
adm ni stration for increasing the
city's contribution to Vision Zero
and listening to comunity nenbers
who feel the largest inpacts of
traffic violence. Nowit's upto
all of you to approve a budget that
continues to prioritize safety for
all users over the speed of one.

| was al so surprised to see
a new budget line for nultinodal
trails and side pass to help
mai ntain trails throughout the city
in Fiscal Year 2027. However, it
currently doesn't include funding
for this comng fiscal year. |
request the budget |ine include
$500, 000.

Havi ng this noney could
provide funds to help with any
addi tional costs for state or
federally funded trail projects,

saf eguar di ng agai nst potenti al
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del ays caused by unexpected costs.
This is especially inportant during
the tinme of federal uncertainty.
Thank you so much and for your
consi der ati on.

MR. HANNI CK:  Good
aft ernoon, Council menbers and
nei ghbors. M nane is Paul Hanni ck.
I'"'ma human rights lawer. [|I'ma
proponent of transparency and
accountability. M coments involve
t he Phil adel phia Police Departnent's
budget and al so Vi sion Zero.

The other day | called ny
police district to bring attention
to nmultiple observations in ny
nei ghbor hood of notorist: personal
and commercial unlawfully covering
the registration plates and
rendering them unreadabl e, Anber
alerts, stolen vehicles, valid
I nsurance arrest warrants, all
checked based on reading |license

pl at es.
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| nmentioned that after |
took a photo in a public place of an
il1legally parked vehicle in the
bi cycle | ane, pretty typical, | was
chased, physically stopped in
accosted in the mddle of the
i ntersection of Pine and 17th. And
Phi | adel phia Police's response was,
"We know you' re upset about people
par ki ng the bicycle |l ane. Next
time, don't engage."

Why not? Thanks for
bringing attention to this unl awf ul
behavi or of obscuring plates. We'/|]|
ensure our officers patrolling those
areas keep an eye out."?

On any given day | observe
7-8 police officers on bicycles in a
gaggl e near the south side of Cty
Hall. They can't spare one or two
to ride along the unprotected,
unenforced, high-injury network
streets to provide presence and

enforcenent in those areas. | t
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probably has nothing to do with ne
publicly expressing to nunici pal

| eaders of their duty to ensure the
safety of all its residents, and

al | egi ng the unreasonabl e delays in
i npl enmenting valid safety | aws
breached that duty, and that city
were to inplenment and enforce
woul d' ve cl early prevented
unnecessary, preventable traffic
deat hs.

I|"mcertain that nmy reports
to the District Attorney's office
and the I nspector Ceneral have
nothing to do with the di srespect |
experienced. And by not enforcing
public safety and traffic | aws,
officers often violate the | aws
t hensel ves. The PPD, not all ow ng
hostility to grow between vexed
nei ghbors that underlies the very
vi ol ence your departnent struggles
t o subdue.

Stop over policing bl ack,
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I ndi genous peopl e of col or
communi ties and start fighting
ranmpant corruption. Free Pal estine.
| yield.

THE CLERK: Next, we have
Jenny Zhang, Devren WAshi ngton,
Jordan Brittingham Thomas
Kowal czyk, and Jul es Rodgers.

M5. ZHANG My nane is
Jenny Zhang. |I'mwth the Aliance
for a Just Phil adel phia, APIPA, and
Il live in Chinatowmn. W're seeing
every day at the federal |evel cuts
to |ifesaving prograns and essenti al
services, and these affect every
Phi | adel phi an, and especially our
nost vul nerabl e and marginal i zed.

And that is why it is
crucial our city not accept this
budget at face val ue, we need nore.
Qur libraries, parks, transit,
housi ng, other services are already
at risk, this budget puts them at

further risk through the tax cuts to
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bi g busi ness.

We need Council to pass the
wealth tax so that ultra wealthy
Phi | adel phi ans pay their fair share.
Wiy are we codifying 13 years of tax
cuts? They're already getting tax
cuts at the federal and state
levels. |If we want to budget that
protects and supports Phil adel phia
for the people long term we need to
fund it. In order for a budget to
function properly, it needs funding,
billionaires need to pay up.

And one of the things we
really need to fund in this city are
nobil e mental health crisis units.
| ' m speaki ng today in support of $20
mllion of funding for nobile crisis
units in Philadel phia. W need
care, not nore policing. And I'm
al so here today because of Christian
Hall. Many of you already know his
story, but Christian was

experiencing a nental health crisis

Page 213

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee O The Whol e FY26 Budget
05/ 13/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

i n Monroe County. Wen police
arrived, they shot and killed him
Access to mobile -- nmulti nobile
crisis unit could have saved his
life and it could have saved many
people -- these units could have
saved nmany people's |ives.

When these units are fully
funded, they can save even nore
lives. My is Mental Health
Awar eness Mont h, and we need to take
nmental health seriously in this
city.

As Council considers the
budget and as we face potenti al
federal cuts, we cannot afford to
skinp on |ife-saving resources in
favor of over-policing. It is now
nore inportant than ever that we
fully fund culturally conpetent
i ngui stically accessible nenta
heal th services that protect the
heal th and safety of Phil adel phi ans.

We need and deserve
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conpassi onate, professional nenta
heal th response to nental health
crisis. Thank you.

MR, WASHI NGTON:  Good
afternoon. M nane is Devren
Washi ngton. |'mthe organizing
director at People's Tech Project,
and co-convener of the Philly Tech
Justice Collective. W are also
menbers of the Alliance, and we work
on -- we fight for community contro
over the technol ogy that shapes our
lives, especially when used by the
government and cor porati ons.

Ri ght now, the Mayor's
budget earnmarks tens of mllions of
dollars for tech projects that
I nclude police surveillance. At
their hearing, the police admtted
that the surveillance data that is
captured is shared at tines with the
federal governnent.

This is the sane gover nnment

that is conducting nmass deportations
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to El Sal vador, and targeting
citizens for their first -- for
exercising their first amendnment
rights. This is also the sane
governnent that just opened a
detention center next to the Newark
Airport in New Jersey and arrested
t he mayor.

And so this isn't
hypot hetical, right? |CE and ot her
| aw enf orcenent agencies, federal
| aw enf orcenent agencies use | oca
data to persecute inmgrants, black
and brown communities, and by
fundi ng surveillance, you're
bankrolling the tools they need to
vi ol ate our rights.

W have a -- we also want a
safe and thriving Philly too. A
cl ean, green, safe Philadel phia with
econom ¢ opportunities for all, |ike
the mayor says. But we think that
by -- that we demand that you al

di vest from surveill ance, and invest
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in what actually works, which is a
fully funded peopl e' s budget.

Organi zations |i ke YEAH
estimate that the city could be
spendi ng around $30, 000 per youth to
al nost eradi cate youth invol ved
vi ol ence by focusing on the youth
that are nost at risk instead of the
220,000 that they are spending to
mai ntain the Juvenile Justice
Center.

So just to wap it up,
because | know nmy tinme is just about
over, you know, we want to nove away
frompolicing, we want to nmake sure
we're continuing to fund things |ike
the PHL Connected program and we
al so need for Gty Council to start
hol di ng hearings on how the city is
usi ng technol ogy especially with the
pol i ce departnent because we
understand that there are -- there's
a lack of transparency in howit's

used. Thank you.
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MR BRI TTI NGHAM  Hel | o.
Good afternoon. M nane is Jordan
Britti nghamand |I'm an organi zer at
Peopl es Tech Project. For the |ast
two years, we at Peopl es Tech have
been talking with community nenbers,
| eaders, and organi zers to build our
under st andi ng of technol ogi es i npact
on our communities. Through those
conversations, we can see how tech
I s changi ng our society right before
our eyes and not always in the best
way.

Particularly, in this
proposed budget, we can see how tech
is going to be an integral part of
the city's plan to exercise services
and running city prograns. W see a
| ot of noney being spent on drones
and ot her technol ogi es. However, we
do not see nuch oversight around
these technol ogies. W are calling
City Council to ask nore questions

about tech purchasing and its
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efficacy, as well as challenge this
adm ni stration on full public
transparency of the acquisition,
I npl ement ation, and i nplenentation
of tech.

Mass deportation is
happeni ng. Most of these
t echnol ogi es and data sharing
practices are assisting the federal
| aw enforcenent with these
deportations tearing famlies apart.
We need to protect every nenber of
our conmunity and not allow for this
type of application of tech and
data. Tech should be used to
i nprove the lives of our comrunity
menbers and not used as a way to
surveil and incarcerate them

As nenbers for JP, we are
supporting real people's budget, and
t hank you for your tine.

M5. RODGERS: (Good
af ternoon, Council menbers. M/ nane

is Jules Rodgers and | live in West
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Phi | adel phia. | work at Am stad Law
Project, and I'mhere with the
Al'liance for a Just Phil adel phia
asking you all to pass a people's
budget. W know that you do what
you do because you care about the
peopl e.

So please hear us out. |I'm
here specifically today to say that
| am conpletely dismayed that |ess
than two nont hs ago, on March 20t h,
Phi | adel phia police shot and kill ed
Aaron Rainey while he was suffering
froma nental health crisis. Aaron
Rai ney was a bl ack father, he was
unarnmed, and he was voluntarily
seeking treatnent at the age of 36
years ol d.

| f nobile crisis teans had
been di spat ched, Aaron Rai ney woul d
still be alive. A social worker, a
peer support specialist, an EMI
woul d' ve approached himwi th care in

a cal mmanner. They woul d've had no
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guns, so there woul d' ve been no guns
at the site for himto be shot wth.

| nstead, Phil adel phi a
police responded, they threw himin
the back of a van, and when they got
to the hospital, he was confused.
There was a struggle. He didn't
under stand what was going on. A
scuffle broke out, and a police
of ficer shot and killed his -- shot
his partner by accident and then
shot and killed Aaron Rai ney.

Aaron Rai ney should stil
be here. 1'malso disnayed that
this has gotten very little
attention in the city, that the
famly hasn't heard fromthe Muyor,
fromthe police chief. | just -- |
feel, | think this is really
out rageous.

At any point in
Phi | adel phia, there are 20 percent
-- 21 percent of Phil adel phi ans have

a serious nental health diagnosis.

Page 221

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee O The Whol e FY26 Budget
05/ 13/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

And that neans at any point one in
five Phil adel phians, that's 357, 000
people are at risk of a serious
mental health crisis. W shouldn't
be at risk of the police killing us
when this happens. That is a
cousin, this is a daughter, this is
a not her or father.

And speaki ng as sonebody
who grew up with a nentally ill nom
| had to watch her be forcibly
renmoved from our hone agai nst her
will multiple times. It was
traumatic. It's traumatic to see
that happen to a nother, a child, a
fam |y nmenber.

So what we're asking for to
make sure that nobile crisis teans
can be fully staffed operating 24/7
citywide, we need $20 million in the
budget to go to them This is a
very reasonabl e ask. Mayor Parker
has set aside $872 mllion to go to

the Police Departnent. It is very
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fair and reasonable to ask that 20
mllion go to the Philadel phians
suffering froma nental health
crisis. Thank you for your tine.

THE CLERK: Thomas Gnal si c,
Dyynmond Wi pper, Angel a Wods,
Tyrese Rogers, Charles Haynes, Gai
Banks, Allen Drew.

MR. DREW Good nor ni ng.
My nane is Reverend Allen Drew. [|I'm
a resident of the 5th District. [|I'm
a pastor in the Christian Reform
Church, and | direct the Hunting
Park Conmunity Solar Initiative or
HPCSI, which is working to help the
community of Hunting Park gain
access to affordable solar and is
currently running its seven-sol ar
installer job training course for
| ow-i ncone Phi | adel phi ans.

"' m here today on behal f of
nysel f and HPCSI because we have
seen firsthand the incredible

benefits of the Phil adel phia Energy
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Authorities Built to Last program on
people's lives. |In 2023, HPCSI and
HPNAC wor ked together to bring the
BTL programto a nunber of

| ow-i ncone hones in Hunting ParKk.

A docunentary was nade t hat
foll owed six of them Wat Needs to
Be Done: Six Stories of Built to
Last. You can find it on YouTube.

One of HPCSI's board
nmenbers was a beneficiary. She's a
rock star in the nei ghborhood
runni ng her own conmunity
organi zati on, hel ping out with other
orgs, and providing steady
| eadershi p on her block. BTL hel ped
repair and inprove sonme serious
i ssues in her home and had installed
sol ar panel s and heat punps for her.

She and the ot her
beneficiaries in the docunentary
were deeply, positively inpacted by
this program It stabilized their

homes in the face of aggressive
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gentrification, helping them
preserve generational wealth, it
made their hones healthier places to
live in, and the weatheri zati on,
heat punps and sol ar power are now
saving themsignificantly on their
utilities. And they represent just
six famlies. 214 other famlies
have been inpacted by this program
400 others are in the pipeline, and
2,600 are on a growng wait list for
this program

As if these weren't enough,
BTL C ean Energy projects nmean nore
wor k opportunities for the graduates
of HPCSI's Sol ar installer training
program Build to Last has proven
itself to be an extrenely val uabl e
program and there's a huge denmand
for nore of it.

And so, | respectfully ask
that you allocate a full $10 mllion
at mnimumto the Phil adel phia

Energy Authority this fiscal year so

Page 225

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee O The Whol e FY26 Budget
05/ 13/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

that BTL is given the support it
needs to expand. Its incredible
work for all the famlies that are
begging for it.

| believe both City Council
and the mayor care a | ot about
housi ng, and BTL is a powerful tool
in your tool box. | hope you wll
use it. Thank you for the
opportunity to speak and for your
consi der ati on.

MR, ROGERS: (Good norning
-- | mean, good afternoon, all. M
nanme is Tyrese Rogers. | live in
District 9 of Philadelphia, and I'm
a proud nenber of OnePA Renters
United, and a |ifelong
Phi | adel phi an.

| was born in West
Phi | adel phia, lived in Southwest
Ger mant own, Logan, North Philly,
Sonerton, and now Frankford. M
famly has dealt with evictions, and

as a nmenber of OnePA, | amvery
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concerned about housing justice in
the city. It is not fine for sone
of our | andowner corporations to
negl ect tenants' conplaints, or
retaliate against themfor doing so,
or consistently raising rents on
these establishnents that probably
shoul d be condemed.

| am here to speak up for
an increase to the budget, that's
for L&, that's $10 mllion for
proactive inspections, and what was
it? Hold up just a nonent. And --
what, going to L& -- oh, that's
right, I'msorry.

Ckay. That's $10 million
going to them and sonebody in here
can get themon board with what they
need to do. | was here a coupl e of
weeks ago, so | heard it. And $10
mllion for a Built to Last program
for continuing to do their good
work. 1've heard about them too.

It's disgusting that sone
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| andl ords keep getting the way with
not making repairs that they -- and
then they retaliate against people
t hat conpl ai n.

Ri ght now, our depart nent
of L& is not funded well enough to
be effective. There are only about
20 inspectors for rental units for
the entire city. And the departnent
needs a significant increase in
staff to actually conduct proactive
I nspections. W are -- oh, that's
me. GCkay. All right.

W are the only major city
in Anerica that doesn't fund
proactive inspections or rental
units. And this being the city with
t he ol dest housing stock in Anmerica,
it is sorely needed.

| want to enploy City
Council to increase the budget for
Built to Last by $10 million. |It's
al ready a great process, it gives

peopl e a chance to stay in their
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homes and build community, it builds
generational wealth, which is
critical for Phil adel phia as we are
once again, the nation's |argest
poor city. Thank you for your tine.

M5. YOUNG Hello. M nane
i s Dyynond Wi pper Young. | am an
artist, and I know we tal ked about a
| ot of nunbers, but | just want to
share ny testinony. | cane to
Phi | adel phia as a Tenple student. |
aman arti st and an educator.

And the first thing |
noticed is | was a part of the
gentrification happening in North
Phi | adel phia, being a Tenple
student. So ny first goal was to
| ook how could I use ny tools and ny
gifts to help this comunity? And
the best program | coul d have ever
been introduced to was the Mira
Arts program

| was introduced to them

through the Guild program which if
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anyone knows is they were help
returning citizens, and
unfortunately, ny famly is affected
by that to this day. | thought it
was so i nportant how they gave jobs,
so | wanted to | earn nore.

And t hrough ny years, |'ve
interned with them |'ve acted as an
artist assistant, and now a | ead
artist with nultiple nurals around
the city. Since working with Miral
Arts, | have won a Qui nness Wrld
Record with Franklin and Crayol a.
But because of Mural Arts, | then
brought ny students into the nuseum
and taught them about careers in
arts.

Since Mural Arts, | have
won 150, 000 grant for the percent
for art to make a bronze in South
Phi | adel phia. And because of Miral
Arts, | learned how to incorporate
the community and incorporate

community healing. Miral Arts has
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been so inportant to nmy career and
ny purpose as an artist.

| have traveled all over

the world fromBrazil -- doing
murals in Brazil, traveled to
Colonmbia. | just worked with an
artist in Gncinnati. And the

amazing thing as the world | ooks at
mural art as a blueprint, and | just
think that it's so inportant to
conbat crine, to violence, and to
give artists jobs.

And | just want
Phi | adel phia to realize that what
they have in Miural Arts and increase
that $1.5 million in the budget,
Mural Arts has the structure to fund
artists and to fund our I|ivelihood,
Phi | adel phia, we are the city of
brotherly | ove, sisterly love, arts,
and culture, we cannot forget arts
and culture is the backbone of
Phi | adel phi a.

So thank you so nuch.
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Shout out to ny artists, shout out
to the budget for all the people.

Phi | adel phia, to the people, artists
are everything that makes

Phi | adel phia go round, so thank you.

THE CLERK: Angel a Wods,
Charl es Haynes, Gail Banks, Joshua
Reeves, Manira Edens, Craig
Bor owi ak, Brad Forbes, Margaret
GQuerrera, Sterling Scott, Martin
Lews, Alejandro Castellano, Emly
Davi s, and Al exia d arke.

SERGEANT- AT- ARMB:  Anybody
el se that hasn't been call ed?

CHAI R 3 LMORE- RI CHARDSON
kay. Pl ease proceed.

MR, BOROW AK:  Good
afternoon, Gty Council. Thank you
for the opportunity to speak. M
nane is Craig Borow ak, I'ma
professor of Political Science at
Haverford College. |1'mhere to
testify in support of the

Phi | adel phi a Area Cooperative

Page 232

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee O The Whol e FY26 Budget
05/ 13/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

Al liance's request for a $1.3
mllion grant and pro-bono technica
assi stance fund for Phil adel phi a
cooperatives.

For over 15 years, | have
been researchi ng cooperatives in
Phi | adel phia. This research has
culmnated this past year with the
publication of a book that's
entitled Solidarity Gties, in which
my co-authors and | anal yzed
cooperatives and other solidarity
econony initiatives in Philadel phia,
Worcester, Massachusetts, and New
York GCity.

| want to briefly share a
few -- a few of our findings.
First, as you know, Philadel phia is
a divided city characterized by both
deep poverty and sharp |lines of
raci al, ethnic, and poverty
segregation. W find that
cooperatives have particular

salience in precisely such context.
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This is because they operate
differently than conventi onal
I nvest or-owned firns.

They' re ani mated by
di fferent val ues, the cooperative
principles which prioritize
cooperation, comunity building, and
denocrati c governance above
conpetition. This is really
I mportant in comunities that are
underserved by the conventi onal
capitalist econony. Wen we nmap
cooperatives in Phil adel phia, we
find that they cluster in what we
call edge zones.

These are urban spaces
characteri zed by extensive racial
and econom ¢ m xi ng of popul ati ons.
This is in large part because
cooperatives ani mated by those
cooperative principles do the edge
wor k of building bridges, fostering
communi ty | earni ng, and wor ki ng

through cultural differences with
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I ntention.

A second mgj or finding that
we have is that cooperatives serve
as defensive ball parks for
di sadvant aged communities facing
adverse econom c forces. For
exanple, we find that dollar-for-
dol | ar cooperatives generate nore
wor k, nore jobs than conventi onal
firms do based upon dollar-for-
dol I ar investnent.

We show how fait h-based
credit unions, which are
predom nantly | ocated in poor
communi ties of color provide fair
access to finance, and we provide
and show how housi ng cooperatives
hel p people stay in their hones in
the face of gentrification.

And finally, I want to
observe that cooperatives achieve
scale differently than investor-
owned firnms do. And this is

inmportant. They build scal e through
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cooperation, they build scale by
devel opi ng a cooperative ecosystem
and this is why PACA is so
inportant. It provides the
net wor ki ng, the communi cati on, and
the technical skills, so
cooperatives can build that kind of
cooperative ecosystem So thank you
for your tinme.

MR, FORBES: MW nane is
Brad Forbes. | amthe current
president of PACA. |'malso the
treasurer of a cooperative Land
Trust in southwest Phil adel phia
called the Life Center Associ ation.
There's a lot | can say to echo what
t he good professor just said about
the utility, and the real answer
that is enbodied in the cooperative
econom ¢ nodel .

My co-op personally is
bridging the gap in a lot of the
I ssues that we have heard about

today. W are in housing. W have
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co-ops in food, we have co-ops
bui | di ng know edge bases for skills
in construction, in farmng, in food
production, food preparation,
housekeepi ng, childcare, educati on,
where building initiatives around
know edge- based buil di ng so that
fol ks can have -- can walk into a
space with no skills and gain those
skills and then pipeline those
skills into operating businesses
that they own.

| magi ne a housi ng co-op
like my own, which is not just a
housing co-op, it is a land trust,
but we do a whole | ot of housing.
And one of the things that we are --
one of our main initiatives right
now i s a space on Baltinore Avenue,
the West Philly Cultural Center.

Thank you, Counci |l menber
Gaut hier, for your support. And
I've had the pleasure of discussing

w th Council nenber Gauthier's office
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the ways in which the cooperative
econony is really the one truly
concrete answer to a |lot of these
I ssues and economi c issues. W're
tal ki ng about the people of

Phi | adel phia taking self-

det er m nati on.

W' re tal king about all of
these things that we're comng to
the trough here and saying, we need
money for this, we need noney for
that. Right now, we're building
initiatives, particularly in our
Bal ti nore Avenue nodel right now,
where we can actually begin to
address sonme of these issues, and we
can ask you to invest in the
Phi | adel phi an people directly into
sust ai nabl e nodel s so that we
actually don't have to cone back
here, and keep aski ng because we're
building it fromthe ground up.

So |I'masking for $1.3

mllion of investnent, which is a
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pitiful investnent into sonething
that will return massively in the
ability for Phil adel phia to once
again be a leader inreally a
revol ution for independence and
econom ¢ i ndependence of our peopl e.

So please invest in the
peopl e of Phil adel phia, invest in
the care for technical assistance
for these businesses to really get
off the ground and to really be the
concrete answer that so many people
are | ooking for. Thank you.

SERCGEANT- AT- ARMS:  Thank
you. State your nane for the
record.

M5. DAVIS: M nane is
Emly Davis, and |'m a resident of
Phi | adel phia and a clinmate -- okay.
And a climate voter. | ask you to
fully fund Phil adel phia Energy
Authority. In fact, I think it
woul d be great if you could give

t hem even nore than the 10 mllion

Page 239

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee O The Whol e FY26 Budget
05/ 13/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

that they're asking for, given that
PEA has a record of creating $75 of
i nvestnent for every $1 that the
city provides in funding, it seens
| ogical not to give themnore. Wo
woul dn't want that kind of

I nvest nent ?

The Built to Last program
in particular, is a bright star for
our city. PEA s ability to
coordi nate the work of 12 different
agenci es has probably saved badly
deteriorati ng hones from abandonnent
or owners from honel essness. PEA is
part of fulfilling the Mayor's goal
of maki ng Phil adel phi a the saf est,
cl eanest, and greenest city in the
nati on.

G ven that about 75 percent
of the carbon footprint conmes from
honmes, we need this programto nake
our hones nore efficient.

Honmes in the program becone

energy efficient, sonme even get
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sol ar panels, and at tines add
energy to the grid. Their workforce
devel opnment program provi des

trai ning and experience and a path
to enpl oynent for city use and | eads
themto a brighter future.

The city has a great need
for affordable housing. One part of
being affordable is being able to
afford your utility bills.

Lowi ncone houses on average have a
10 percent of their incone on
utilities, spend 10 percent of their
i ncone on utilities. So having an
energy efficient hone provides
greater economc stability to the
househol d. M xed i ncone housi ng
bill requires developers in the city
to provide funding paynents in |ieu
of affordable housing if they don't
wi sh to include affordable units in
their project.

To date, only about 1.5

percent of these funds have gone to
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af fordabl e housing until the housing
trust fund is fully funded, perhaps
sonme of this could be used for PEA
Again, | ask you to fund -- fully
fund PEA. Thank you.

M5. CLARKE: Cood
afternoon. M/ nanme is Alexia
Clarke. | amthe CEO at Covenant
House, Pennsylvania, and I want to
t hank you for the opportunity to
speak to you today. W are the
| ar gest provider of shelter,
housi ng, and support for young
peopl e experiencing honel essness and
survivors of human trafficking in
Phi | adel phia and York.

Each year, we serve over
2000 young peopl e aged 18 to 24,
primarily black or African Anerican,
70 percent, 23 percent are LGBTI QA+,
40 percent have foster care
hi stories, and nmany are survivors of
violence and trafficking. They are

anong Phi | adel phi a's nost
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vul nerabl e, and yet wth the right
supports, they thrive. Ei ghty-five
percent of our youth in transitional
housi ng transition to stable housing
and enpl oynent, but right now, we're
turni ng youth away.

We turned away 121 young
peopl e | ast year, and this year so
far we've turned away 59. And
that's not because we | ack space,
but because we | ack the resources to
fund all the beds that we have.
That's an avoidable crisis. And so
|"masking the city to fully fund
exi sting beds and existing units
that exist in the city.

|"d like the Gty Council
to invest in the full continuum of
care fromshelter, transitiona
housi ng, workforce, and behavi or al
health so young people don't just
survive, they stabilize and they
thrive. Fifty-seven percent of our

young peopl e experience a nental
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heal th di sorder. And we ask the
city to coomit to housing policies
that create true affordability for
yout h.

Qur youth earn 13.83 per
hour, and so we need affordable
housing that is for the | owest
i ncone earners, dedicate at |east 10
percent of hone initiative or other
city housing investnents
specifically to youth-focused
housi ng, and advance overlay and
zoni ng incentives that make room for
yout h-servi ng organi zations |ike
ours to build and operate housing in
every nei ghbor hood.

And finally, support snmall -
project financing and CDBG
set-asides that nake it possible for
yout h- f ocused organi zations to
conpete to create affordable
housi ng.

It's a solvable probl em and

| hope that we can work together to
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actual ly ensure our youth are housed
and doing well. Thank you.

M5. BROMAN: H. M nane is

Regina Brown. | ama nother of 14
children. | currently live in West
Phi |l adel phia. I'mtestifying in

Cty Council today for two things:
One thing I want city to council to
i ncrease funding for diversion
prograns that keep kids out of
prison.

Two, | want Cty Council to
work wi th Mayor Parker's
adm ni stration to i nprove
partnerships with Philly-based
service providers. | want
Counci | menbers to consi der these
t hi ngs because the juvenile justice
system has w ecked irreparable harm
on ny famly.

| have a son who is 17
years old. He got in trouble |ast
May. He got picked up by police, he

was charged, this put us in contact
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with the court system It was a
system that gave himand ne
confusion information and a few
clear answers. W had little
stability; we had little support.
Eventual |y, he was sent to pl acenent
earlier this year.

The problemwas that he was
sent to a Braxton's youth detention
center because there were -- there
were no service -- no services
available in Philly.

For those who don't know,
Braxton is in South Muntain PA
South Mountain PAis 150 m | es away.
It's a three-hour drive to and from
My son was in South Mountain for
nearly three nonths. During this
time, | only had virtual visits. At
tinmes, that were not convenient for
me. The staff at Braxton told ny
son that he had to nake anends with
us. This is true, but how could he

do this when we were never able to
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see himin-person? How can we do
this if he is 150 mles away from
hone? He was given an inpossible
t ask.

Cty Council, | know kids
make m stakes and they need to
learn. | also know from experience
that kids don't do this if they're
-- if you put themaway in a new
envi ronment and expect themto be
perfect.

Pl ease do what you can so
t hat what happens to ny son and ne
does not happen to other famli es.
Fund di version prograns, nake sure
that the service providers are
wor king closely with the juvenile
justice systemhere so that famlies
are not separated when they are
struggling. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you. |Is there anyone
el se here for a public comment that

woul d |i ke to speak? kay.
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Heari ng none, the Chair
recogni zes Counci | nenber Maj or
Leader G | nore-R chardson --

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-

Rl CHARDSON: Keep going --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
-- for a notion that the public
hearing admtting on the bills and
resol ution before the conmttee
today stand in recess until
Wednesday, May 14th, 2025 at
10:00 a.m in Cty Hall, Room 400.

CHAI R 3 LMORE- RI CHARDSON:
So noved, M. Chairnman.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has a noved -- it has been noved
and properly seconded. JimHarrity
havi ng a bad influence on you -- but
Menmber Gaut hi er.

It has been noved and
properly seconded that the public
hearing and neeting on the bills and
resol utions before the conmttee

today stand in recess until
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Wednesday, May 14th, 2025 at

10: 00 a.m In Room 400, Gty Hall.
Al those in favor will signify by
sayi ng aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it and
the notion carries.

This conmttee wll stand
in recess until Wdnesday, May 14th
at 10: 00 a. m

And thank you, everyone,
for taking tinme out of your schedul e
and being here today to speak on the

FY26 proposed budget.

concluded at 2:55 p.m)
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