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1/ 2/ 24 | NAUGURATI ON - STATED MEETI NG

MR TALI AFERRO. Ladi es and
gent | enen, please be seated. Welcone
to the investiture of nenbers of
Council, the organization of the Cty
Counci |, the inauguration of the
Honorabl e Cherelle L. Parker as
Mayor, and the investiture of nenbers
of the Judiciary, and City
Conmm ssi oners, Sheriff, Register of
Wlls and Gty Controller.

We ask that you please turn
off all cellular phones and
el ectronic devices for the renmai nder
of the cerenony. Thank you.

At this tinme, I'mgoing to
ask that you will please rise and bow
your heads for the invocation given
by the Reverend Dr. Mark Kelly Tyl er
of the Bethel A . ME. Church.

REVEREND TYLER Let us pray.

Good norning, God. As we
gat her for this auspicious occasion

this norning, rem nded of the words
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of Ms. Elizabeth WIlling Powel, wfe
of Phil adel phia's first post-
Revol uti onary War Mayor. Ms. Powel,
had she been born in yet another
time, being the daughter of a Mayor
and the brother of another Mayor may
have been a Mayor herself, and yet

t hough she was deni ed t hat
opportunity, her words echoed down

t hrough the question asked of
Benjam n Franklin at the closing of
the Constitutional Convention held in
this Gty. M. Franklin, do we have
a republic or a nonarchy? A
republic, he responded, if you can
keep it.

We pray this norning not
necessarily for the nation but for
this Gty that cel ebrates the fact
that this is a republic, that this is
a denocracy and yet if it is to be
true to the words on the paper, it
will only be so if we as he said,
fight together to keep it.

But first, we pray this
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norni ng for our incomng Mayor and
her cabinet. W pray for our
incomng City Council and their
President. W pray for nenbers of
the Judiciary, new y-el ected and
retained. W pray for the Gty
Comm ssioners, for the Sheriff, the
Regi ster of WIlls, the Gty
Controller and all of those who w |
be appointed to work side-by-side
with them

And yet we recogni ze that
praying for themis not enough if we
want to keep this denocracy. W now
pray for ourselves. W pray that we
remenber the casting of votes to help
el ect sonmeone is not the end of our
responsi bility but only the begi nning
if we as a city are to succeed.

We cone to pray that our
words that we expressed in protest
mar ches, that these are our streets
will be nore than just slogans and
will show up not just for

denonstrati ons but for hearings and
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public nmeetings and for zoning
conm ssi on gat heri ngs.

W pray that we'll hold fast
this denocracy that's governnent of
t he people, by the people and for the
peopl e because all of us, elected and
not, will do our part. And |less we
fret, that the problens that
Phi | adel phia faces are too big for
all of us together. W are not the
first brothers and sisters, siblings
to face broken-down, burned-out walls
and rubbl e.

The Bible that | preach from
remnds ne of a simlar tine as our
own and the Prophet Nehem ah was
appointed to rebuild a broken-down,
burned-out wall. But Mayor Nehem ah
knew he couldn't do it al one so he
encour aged the people to work
together. And side-by-side artists,
skilled | aborers, bakers, people who
just worked in their hones al
gat hered together to rebuild the

wall. And the wall went back up
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because the people had a mnd to
wor k.

G ve us now God a mnd to
wor k as we support our el ected
officials. And fill us each with
holy imgination that wll wash away
pessi m sm doubt and despair. Help
us to see a bold new vision of
Phi | adel phia and what is possible as
we begin and finish building this
wal | together. And let it be said of
us as it was said in Nehem ah's day
when they finished the wall that
there were no gaps left init.

Hel p us to close the gap
toget her, the gap of drug addiction,
the gap of gun viol ence, the gap of
i ncone disparity, the gap of racial
di sparity, the gender gap, the gender
identity gap, the gentrification gap,
the health care gap, the gap between
housed and unhoused, the gap that
prevents those with disabilities from
fully accessing everything our city

has to offer.
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Oh God, use us to close the
mass i ncarceration gap. Let us even
cl ose the trash gap that has too many
nei ghbor hoods living with nountains
of trash on the corners that depress
the spirit of the residents and the
nei ghbors. Fill us with holy
I magi nation to see a city that is
safe for all residents to wal k down
whet her you're in Center City or out
i n the nei ghborhoods.

And when we neet the
naysayers that will tell the Mayor,
that will tell the Council, that wll
tell others that we can't do it,
there's not enough to go around,
rem nd us that you are still the God
who sits high and | ooks | ow, that you
are still the God with a cattle on a
t housand hills.

You're still the God that
will supply all our needs. You're
still the God with all things are
possi ble. And so, God, fill us in

this way that when we are finished
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working on the wall, that we w il
have a city of opportunity that works
not for sone but that works for all.

It's in the name of Jesus
that | pray and ask it all, let it be
so.

MR. TALI AFERROC Ladi es and
gent | enen, please remain standing as
t he Phil adel phia Police and Fire
Departnents and the Prison guards
present the colors while the Grard
Academ ¢ Musi c Program Concert Choir
| eads us in singing the National
Anthem The choir is directed by
Dom ni que DeSil va.

(Col ors are presented and the
Nat i onal Ant hem sung.)

(Appl ause.)

MR TALI AFERRO. Ladi es and
gentl enen, we would ask that you
pl ease remai n standi ng as the Boys
Latin of Phil adel phia Brothers In
Song performthe "Bl ack Nati onal
Anthem " The choir is directed by
Renard Col den.
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(Brief recess.)

MR. TALI AFERRO. W apol ogi ze
for this nonent of technica
difficulty. You may gratefully take
your seats.

And now, | adies and
gentl enen, once again we woul d ask
that you woul d pl ease nake wel cone
t he Boys Latin of Philadel phia
Brothers In Song choir as they
performthe "Black National Anthem™
The choir is directed by Renard
ol den.

(The Boys Latin of
Phi | adel phia Brothers in Song
perforns.)

( Appl ause.)

MR. TALI AFERRO Ladi es and
gentl enen, you may once again be
Seat ed.

And now we woul d ask that you
woul d pl ease help us to welcone City
Council President Darrell L. Carke

to the podi um

( Appl ause.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Interesting day and a great day. So
first of all, I want to thank
everyone for being here today in a
hi storic venue, a venue where we w ||
recogni ze a historic nonent. For the
last time for ne | would like to
wel conme you to the 5th Council manic
District.

Today one of our speci al
guests we have joining us on the
stage, the Honorable Marcia Fudge,

Li eut enant Governor Austin A. Davis,
Senat or Bob Casey, U. S
Representati ve Brendan Boyle, U S.
Representative Dwi ght Evans, U S
Representative Mary Kay Scanl on,
State Senator Anthony H. WIIians,
State Rep. Joanna E. Mcdinton, also
Speaker of the House, State Rep.
Jordan A. Harris, State Rep. Regina
Young, Former U.S. Representative Bob
Brady and Forner Councilwoman Mari an
Tasco and Coun -- affectionately

known to us as The Boss, forner
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Counci | woman Bl ondel | Reynol ds- Br own
and Senator Vincent Hughes, also
former, current, |I'mnot quite sure,
Mayor Janes A. Kenney -- F. Kenney,
we'll see in a noment and forner
Mayor John F. Street and forner Mayor
W WIlson Goode. Menbers of the
Judi ciary, the Honorable Timka Lane,
t he Honorabl e Lydia Kirkland, the
Honorabl e Nina Wight Padilla, the
Honor abl e Patrick Dugan, the
Honorabl e Carolyn H N chols and the
Honor abl e John Sabatina, Jr.

And our C ergy nenbers:
Reverend Mark Kelly Tyler, and thank
you, Reverend, for the spirited
prayer this norning and Bi shop Janes
Darrell Robi nson, Reverend Bonnie
Camarda, Amr Qasi m Rashad, Rabb
Sol onon | saacson, Reverend Joseph
Kel | ey, Archbi shop Nel son Perez and
Reverend Dr. Alyn E. Waller and the
Ar chbi shop Mary Fl oyd Pal ner.

Al so, wi sh to acknow edge

el ected officials joining us today in
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t he audi ence. The nenbers of the
Honorary | naugural Commttee and the
Co-Chairs of the Inaugural Conmttee:
Dawn Chavous, al so soon to be known
as the First Lady, Leo Addi mando,
Reverend Janmes A. Lovette, Ronald
Martin, Marian B. Tasco, Garrett

Sni der, G adys Janes and Tonyell e
Cook- Arti s.

I now invite Bi shop Janes
Darrell Robi nson of Yesha Mnistries,
t he Reverend Bonni e Camarda, Director
of Partnerships of the Salvation
Arny, Amir Qasi m Rashad of the United
Musl i m Masjid and Rabbi Sol onon
| saacson of Congregation Beth Sol onon
to offer a unity prayer for the Cty.

Ladi es and gentl enen, please
stand for the Unity Prayer for our
city.

Bl SHOP ROBI NSON: As we stand
here united by the purpose of God's
grace through many dangers, toils and
snares we have already conme, it's

God' s grace that has brought us safe
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thus far and his grace wll |ead us
honme. We're grateful to a mghty God
for this opportunity to pray and to
conme together in unity.

W cone fromdifferent
faiths, but we believe in a God that
brings all mankind together. The
Bi bl e says how good and how pl easant
it is for brethren to dwell together
inunity. This is an awesone tine
that this Gty can be unified around
this great Adm nistration that's
com ng in.

And so, we thank God for his
grace. W thank God for his nercy.
W thank God because we trust himand
that he's able to do exceedingly,
abundantly above all that we could
ask or think. The Bible declares
that he is the king of glory. And
so, we give God thanks and we believe
that if we conme together like this
and we give God the praise that
bel ongs to him whatever your faith

traditionally is, wherever you're
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from whatever church, nosque,
synagogue, let's take a nonent ri ght
now and give God the best praise we
can give him

Because of himwe're here and
we thank God for all that he's doing.
The word of God says the book of
Mal achi procl ai ns that have we not
all one Father. Have not one God
created us. And so, we pray for the
unity that Jesus prayed. He said,
Fat her, nmake them one even as we are
one. And we pray this prayer in the
name of Jesus. Anen.

(Amen.)

MR. RASHAD: | guess |'m
next. As-Sal aam Al ai kum

(Wa- Al ai kum Sal aam )

MR. RASHAD: The prayers and
peace be upon you, his blessings and
his nmercy in this 2024 cal endar year.
| bear witness there's no Cod,
not hing, no deity worthy of worship
except Alm ghty God, and | bear

W tness that Muhammad is his
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nmessenger. Qur unity prayer for the
City today is that we all cone

t oget her as one Phil adel phia to nmake
transformati onal changes t hat
positively inpacts our city and

i nproves the quality of life for al
wor ki ng cl ass peopl e.

As we begin this new year, we
pray for peace in our city, our
country and across the world. W
pray for the poor and suffering,
people of this city who have suffered
poverty and social injustice. W
pray for the poor and the oppressed
who have suffered the violence of war
in Africa, in the WUkraine and in
Gaza. Sal aam Al ai kaum  Aneen.

REVEREND CAMARDA: Let us
continue in the spirit of prayer.
(Spanish translation). W ask God to
grant every person under the sound of
our voice w sdom patience and
understanding. And we ask God to
protect our |eaders and our city.

Bl essed all the newl y-el ected and
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reinstated officials who have chosen
the life of public service to focus
on the needs of its people who
collected to serve. (Spanish
transl ation).

Thank you Lord because we are
united in prayer. W are one no
matter where we cone from no matter

what type of background we have, no

matter what religion. Father, | pray
that you will make us one. Thank you
for this opportunity. |In the name of

Jesus, and the people say Aren. And
t he peopl e say?
(Amen.)

RABBI | SAACSON:  You know,
when | | ooked at the invitation and |
saw ny nane at the bottom | figured
everybody woul d be happy to see ne
because they woul d know t he program
was over, but then | realized that |
didn't read it right.

First, let me read what they
wote here. W ask God to grant

every person -- no, we pray that al
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obstacl es and barriers that would
keep our | eaders from worKking
toget her are renoved. W pray that
i ndi vi dual s choose to show | ove
i nstead of hate, to exude forgiveness
I nstead of vengeance and to show
conpassi on instead of cruelty.

| want to take this
opportunity to congratul ate our new
Mayor, which |I've known for quite a
few years and our new President of
Gty Council, which I've known for
many years and the rest of the new
Counci | menbers and the old
Counci | mrenbers, which |I've known for
many, many years. |'ve been hangi ng
around City Hall since the md '70s.

Anyway, | would like to say
the prayer that the Alm ghty says in
t he Bi bl e where he commands Aaron to
bl ess the people of Israel, and I
bless you with this prayer. (Hebrew
transl ation.)

May God bl ess you and protect
you. My he shine his shine, his
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count enance upon you. My he | ook at
you at all times with favor. My he
grant you your bl essings and your

wi shes and your good health, which is
very inportant. (Hebrew
translation.)

May he always shine his face
upon you. My he always smle on
you. My he always grant you good
heal t h and happi ness. My the
Al m ghty bl ess our new Mayor -- our
I ncom ng Mayor because she hasn't
been sworn in yet, right, our
i ncom ng Mayor and our incom ng
President of Gty Council wth much
heal t h and happi ness and success.

And | hope and pray that
everyone in City Council and Cty
governnent will work with them
together to nmake this city better
than any other city in the country,
to make this city a place where
people will want to live, where
people will die to cone to

Phi | adel phia -- not die, but you
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know.

(Laughter.)

RABBI | SAACSON: May the new
Mayor and President of City Council
wor k together with conpatriots and
build this city so strong that it can
W thstand bigotry, anti-Semtism
that it can withstand all the things
that are wong in life and nmake this
a city not only that we can be proud
of, but that the entire country can
be proud of. Anen.

(Amen.)

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, | adies and gentlenen. You
can pl ease be seated.

This being the day fixed by
t he Phil adel phia Honme Rule Charter
for the organization of the Counci
for the Gty of Philadel phia the hour
has arrived, and we will now proceed
with the organi zation of Council and
the investiture of Council nenbers.

The first order of business
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will be the election of a tenporary
Chai rperson. Nom nations are now in
or der.

And the Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Good
nor ni ng, Council President. Good
nor ni ng, coll eagues. And good
norning to the public.

Thank you for the
recognition, Council President. |
proudly nom nate Counci | nenber
Kat herine G I nore Ri chardson.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
And the Chair now recognizes
Counci | menber Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you, M. President.

| second that nom nation.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Are there any other nom nations?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

There bei ng none, the Chair
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recogni zes Counci |l nenber Jones.
COUNCI LMAN JONES:
Thank you, M. President. |
nove that the nom nation be cl osed.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
The Chair thanks the gentl enan and
recogni zes Counci | woman Ahnad.
COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  Thank
you, M. President. | second the
nmot i on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you.

Al'l in favor of the notion
say aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it. And the nom nations
are cl osed.

There being no further
nom nations, all in favor of the
el ection of Council menber Gl nore

Ri chardson wi |l say aye.
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(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
The ayes have it. And Counci | menber
G I nore Richardson has been dul y-
el ected tenporary Chairperson.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
But before | relinquish this gavel to
nmy col |l eague Council nenber G | nore
Ri chardson, you all didn't think I
was not going to say a coupl e of
words. |'d just like to just say a
coupl e of words and starting out as
the staff person at the 5th
Councilmanic District. Let ne do
this now -- he noved off the table.

Wll, first of all as | said,
good norni ng everyone, and it's an
honor for the final tine where |"]
host this historic event and we're
going to witness a lot of history

today. Philadelphia is of course a
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city of historic firsts and we're
Wi tnessing a few nore of those today.

I'"'mso proud to live in a
city, as the Rabbi said, that is
constantly working towards a nore
i ncl usi ve denocracy, and this stage
reflects that today. And before |
say anything else, | need to give
t hanks one final tinme to the
residents of the Gty of Philadel phia
for giving nme this awesone, awesone
privileged opportunity --

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Wth your passion, your letters, your
soci al nedia posts, your calls and
emai | s and soneti mes your screans,
you made ne a better public official,
and | thank you for that.

For everyone on this stage
whether this is your first termor
you' ve been here for a little bit, |
want to thank you for choosing to
serve Phil adel phia. 1In a denocracy

representing the people is one of the
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nost inportant things that you wll
ever do in your life, and | really
nmean that so you shoul d take that
seriously.

The peopl e have chosen you, a
di verse, energetic, passionate and
talented group of individuals to
bring your expertise and your life
experiences to these roles and nake
deci sions that serve their needs.

You are educators, scientists,
activists, comunity | eaders,

busi ness owners who share one common
belief, that Phil adel phia's best days
Is still ahead.

In my years as an el ected
official in the Cty, we've
experienced sone difficult tinmes. In
fact, when | stood on this stage in
January 2020 nobody realized that
three nonths fromthat tine that we
woul d be experiencing sone very
serious chall enges, the COvVID 19
pandem c, social unrest and the

resulting economc instability in the
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nost unprecedent ed downturn that
we' ve seen.

But Ii ke we always do as a
city, we found ways to serve each
other, to lift each other up, to help
t he fol ks who needed assi stance, to
rebuild, to support | ocal businesses
and to work together towards better
days. It was a rem nder that public
service is not only for folks on this
stage and people who work in the Gty
jobs. Public service is volunteering
to be a block captain. It's
organi zing a community cl ean-up.

It's volunteering for the Safe
Corridors so the nei ghborhood ki ds
can wal k to school safely.

It's letting your neighbors
know about Gty prograns they nmay not
have heard about |ike the
Nei ghbor hood Preservation Initiative.
Al right, Gty Council. It's al
that and nore. So it's about
believing that the City's best days

are ahead of us and that you have a
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part to play in getting us there. So
everyone in the Cty has expertise
and |ife experiences that can turn to
public service.

So find the need in your
communi ty and make that connection
and help others find the connection
to serve. That's how we take our
city to the next |evel and nake sure
t hat our success creates
opportunities for everyone. |It's how
we took a historic theater like we're
standing in today, and sonebody said
they wanted to denolish it. But we
made it into this awesone venue where
the first woman Mayor of this great
city will take her oath.

So | get to actually announce
two famly nmenbers, Little sister and
Little brother. And now, | got to
start calling them Bi g brother and
Little sister. To Mayor ParKker,
Counci | President Johnson, nenbers of
Cty Council, Comm ssioners, Judges,

Controller, Sheriff, Register and the
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residents of Philadelphia, | wsh you
all a bl essed day.

I want to thank you so nuch
again for this awesone opportunity
and success and happi ness in your

service to others, and God bl ess you

all. | really appreciate you. God
bl ess you.
( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you agai n, Counci
President Darrell L. O arke, for 42
years of tireless and dedi cated
service to the great city of
Phi | adel phi a.

As the next order of
busi ness, | appoint M. M chael
Decker tenporary O erk.

At this tinme, I will remnd
Bi bl e-hol ders to please follow the
program We will swear in nenbers of
Cty Council shortly. [If you are
participating in this part of the
program please make your way to the

stage along the aisle on the right
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side of the venue as you face the
stage and follow the signs for
further direction. Thank you.

The next order of business is
the filing of the certificates of
election. The Cerk wll call the
roll. | direct the Cerk to call the
roll beginning with the
Counci | menbers-at-large in
al phabetical order and then to
proceed with the District
Counci | nrenbers in order of their
District, beginning with the 1st
District.

CH EF CLERK: N na Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  Present .

CH EF CLERK: Kendra Brooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:

Present .

CH EF CLERK: Kat heri ne
G I nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Present.

CH EF CLERK: JimHarrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Present.
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Present.

CH EF CLERK: Rue Landau.
COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU.

CH EF CLERK: Ni col as

O Rour ke.

Present.

Johnson.

Pr esent.

Jr.

Jr.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:

CH EF CLERK: |sai ah Thonmss.
COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Present.
CH EF CLERK: Mark Squill a.
COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Present.
CH EF CLERK: Kenyatta

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Present.
CH EF CLERK: Jam e Gut hi er.
COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:

CH EF CLERK: Curtis Jones,

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Present.
CH EF CLERK: Jeffrey Young,

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG. Pr esent.
CH EF CLERK: M ke Driscoll.
COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
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Present.
CH EF CLERK: Quetcy Lozada.
COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Present.
CH EF CLERK: Ci ndy Bass.
COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Present.
CH EF CLERK: Ant hony
Philli ps.
COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Present.
CH EF CLERK: Brian O Neill.
COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL: Present.
CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
G I nore Richardson, a quorum of the
nenbers-elect is present and | have
In nmy possession certificates of
el ection fromthe County Board of
El ections in Philadel phia indicating
their election on Novenmber 7, 2023
for a termof four years, comencing
on the first Mnday of January 2024.
COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  The investiture of
menbers of Council will now proceed.

The nenbers-elect wll rise to take
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the oath of office, which will be
adm ni stered by the Honorable Tim ka
Lane, Judge of the Pennsylvania
Superior Court.

(Appl ause.)

JUDCGE LANE: Pl ace your left
hand on the Bible and raise your
ri ght hand and repeat after ne.

(Cath of office
adm ni stered.)

JUDGE LANE: Congratul ati ons.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON: The next order of
business is the election of a
President of Gty Council for the
City of Phil adel phia to serve for
four years, conmencing January 2nd,
2024.

Nom nations are now i n order.
The Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: |
proudly and with great honor nom nate

Kenyatta Johnson.
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(Appl ause.)
COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

Rl CHARDSON:  Thank you.
At this tinme, the Chair
recogni zes Counci | menber Phillips.
COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:  Madam
Chair, | second the nom nati on.
COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Are there any further
nom nati ons?
(No response.)
COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Hearing none, the Chair
now recogni zes Counci | nenber Bass.
COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you, Madam Chair. | nove the
nom nations be cl osed.
COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON. Thank you, Council nmenber
Bass.
The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | menber Landau.
COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:  Madam
Chair, | second the notion.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
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RI CHARDSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
nom nations be cl osed.

Al'l in favor of the notion
will signify by stating aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: The ayes have it and the
notion is carried.

There being no further
nom nations, all those in favor of
the el ection of the Honorable

Kenyatta Johnson as President of City

Counci | - -

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: -- will say aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
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RI CHARDSON: The ayes have it.
However, the tenmporary Cerk wll
call the roll.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | woman

Ahmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | menber
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
G I nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Aye.
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CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
O Neill.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | menber
Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Squi |l I a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | menber
Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l menber
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Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Aye.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: The ayes are --

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Got to vote for
your sel f.

The ayes are 17. The nays
are 0. Council nenber Kenyatta
Johnson havi ng been unani nously
chosen by the nmenbers of Phil adel phia
Gty Council, | declare that
Counci | renber Kenyatta Johnson is the
dul y-el ected President of this body.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: | appoi nt Counci | nenbers
Squilla, Thomas, Bass and Lozada to
escort Council President Johnson to
the rostrum Joining the Council
President at the rostrumw Il be his

w fe Dawn Chavous and his two sons
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| sai ah Mandel a and Elijah Kwane
Johnson.

The oath of office will be
adm ni stered by the Honorable Timka
Lane, Judge of the Pennsylvania
Superior Court.

JUDGE LANE: Pl ace your |left
hand on the Bible and rai se your
right hand and repeat after ne.

(GCath of office
adm ni stered.)

JUDGE LANE: Congratul ati ons.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RICHARDSON: It is now ny hunble
honor and privilege to present to you
the President of City Council, the
Honor abl e Kenyatta Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Good norni ng, everyone.

(Good norni ng.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Good norni ng and Happy New Year. |
want to thank everyone for being here

today for this very exciting historic
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occasion. | want to first thank ny
Lord and Savi or Jesus Christ, who is
the anchor in ny life.

Before I share with you ny
vi sion and focus as the new | eader of
City Council, | want to take a nonent
to acknow edge a few people starting
with the love of ny life, the w nd
beneath ny wi ngs, the joy of ny soul,
nmy beautiful w fe Dawn Chavous.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON: |
want to publicly thank Dawn for her
uncondi ti onal |ove, encouragenent and
support. | also want to thank her
for always having ny back and
graciously dealing with the
sacrifices and chall enges that cone
along with marrying a public servant.
| I ove you, babe.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Although | love this City and | |ove
being a public servant, ny first job

is that of being a father. | want to
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acknow edge ny two young ki ngs,
| sai ah Mandel a and Elijah Kwanme, who
al ways keep nme grounded as a dad. |
am al ways prioritizing the tine |
spend with them whether it's
droppi ng them off to school, going to
basket bal | practice at the Christian
Street YMCA, basketball and soccer
ganmes with the Mary Anderson
Monar chs, nusical |essons at the
Phi | adel phia O ef Cub of Jazz
Performng Arts or just nmaking it
honme for dinner and hangi ng out
pl ayi ng Madden Football on the PS5.
Yes, they have a busy schedule. | am
so proud of ny boys and honored to be
their father.

Dawn and | also are gratefu
to have a tight network of support,
i ncludi ng our parents: Ronald
Martin; Robert, Big Bob, Chavous;
Bar bara Chavous- Pennock and David
Pennock; our nieces; nephews;
extended fam |y nenbers; our church

famlies and very close friends who
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are here with us today. It
definitely takes a village of support
when you live a life of a public
servant and are al so raising young
children, and we are grateful for
ours. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON: |
nmust al so acknowl edge the | ate Hardy
WIllians, a former Pennsylvania State
Representative and Senator, who was
my political nmentor

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Hardy Wl lians was the co-founder of
the Black Political Forumand is
considered by nmany to be the
Godf at her of Bl ack i ndependent
politics in Philadel phia. He paved
the way for so many people who have
served in public office, including
nme.

| want to thank his son,

Senator Anthony Hardy WIllians --
( Appl ause.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
-- who continued in his father's
footsteps in believing in the power
of young people. Senator WIIlians
have nentored and provi ded a pat hway
to politics and a life of public
service for the |Iikes of Pennsylvania
House of Appropriations Majority
Chair Jordan Harris, State
Represent ati ve Regi na Young,
Pennsyl vani a Superior Court Judge
Tim ka Lane, and the first female
speaker of the Pennsylvania Ceneral
Assenbly, the Honorabl e Joanna
McCl i nt on.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Tony, your dad is smling dow on you
today wth a sense of pride and joy.
Thank you, Big Bro, for always
believing in nme, having ny back and
pushing ne to be great.

| also want to take a nonent
to acknow edge ny forner Professor

when | attended the University of
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Pennsyl vani a Fel s School of
Governnment, the outgoing Mayor Jim
Kenney for his eight-tenure as
Mayor - -

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
-- and 23 years of service as an
At -l arge nmenber of Gty Council
During Mayor Kenney's tenure, |
adm red how he boldly decided to nmake
rebui | di ng our parks, playgrounds and
recreation centers a cornerstone of
hi s agenda, because all children and
fam |ies deserve high-quality
anenities regardless of their
nei ghbor hood.

He al so nade sure that
t housands of children had access to
hi gh-quality PreK to set themon a
pat h of academ c achi evenent as a
means to conbat poverty. Mayor
Kenney, thank you for your service
for the 1.6 mllion Philadel phi ans
who live in our city and thank you

for your friendship.
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(Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON: |

al so want to take a nonent to express
my sincere gratitude and appreciation
to ny other big brother, the now
Former 5th District Council menber and
Cty Council President Darrel

d arke.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON: |
want to thank Council President
Clarke for his service to the Gty of
Phi | adel phia. Council President
Cl arke served the residents of the
5th Council District for 24 years, 12
as Council President. | want to
publicly thank you for your w sdom
and support throughout your tenure.

| renmenber that while | was
serving as a State Representative we
di scussed the possibility of ne
joining you in Gty Council. You
tal ked passionately about how City
Hall is where the rubber neets the

road and when it conmes to inproving
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nei ghbor hoods. W al so tal ked about
the inmmedi ate and transformative
i npact | can have on the constituents
of the 2nd Council District. Thank
you, Council President C arke, for
your friendship and dedi cated service
to our city.

Also, retiring fromGCity
governnent today is now forner
At -1 arge Counci |l nenber Sharon Vaughn.
Counci | mrenber Vaughn -- give ny
sister a round of appl ause.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Counci | renber Vaughn served this
| egi slative body with distinction
during her short termin office.
During Council nenber Vaughn's tenure,
she led the effort to hold Counci
heari ngs on the enbarrassing
conditions of the Phil adel phia Prison
System after several inmates escaped
fromState Road. As a result,
changes are now being made to the

prison systemdue to her efforts.
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Thank you, Sharon, for your service
and dedication to the Cty of
Phi | adel phi a.

In a few mnutes we wl|
W tness history and swear in the
Honor abl e Cherel |l e Parker, the 100th
Mayor and first woman to hold this
office in our city's history.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
We have worked together for years in
t he Pennsyl vani a General Assenbly as
well as in Gty Council. M fellow
City Council nenbers and | | ook
forward to working with you to nake
Phi | adel phi a the safest, cleanest,
greenest city in Arerica with
econom ¢ opportunity for all.

Did | get that right,
Cherel |l e?

MAYOR PARKER:  ( Nodded
affirmatively.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Madam Mayor, w th your passion and

comm tnent for change and your can-do
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attitude, there is a new sense of
hope and optimsmto transform

Phi | adel phia into one of the nost
econom cal Iy, viable and greatest
cities not just in this nation but in
the world. |I'mlooking forward to us
rolling up our sleeves and worKking
together to take the City of

Phi | adel phia to the next |evel.

Now, at tines ny coll eagues
and | will disagree with Mayor Parker
on inportant issues facing our city.
However, disagreenents and conprom se
are a natural part of the |legislative
process. Astute politicians
recogni ze that good effective
| eadership neans we will agree nore
t han we di sagree.

| recognize at this nonment in
the history of Philadelphia it is too
I nportant to squander over the
politics of personalities and
per sonal agendas. W have an
opportunity to do sonethi ng speci al

as we inprove the quality of life for
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al | Phil adel phi ans.

VWhile Gty Council is an
i ndependent - el ected body, ny
col l eagues and | will work every day
to seek opportunities, a partnership
with not only the Mayor, but anybody
willing to work wwth us to help nove
our great city forward. There is
not hi ng that we as Phil adel phi ans
cannot do when we all work together.

As | enbark upon this new
role as Council President, | want to
say sincerely and hunbly, thank you
to the 16 nenbers of City Council for
believing in nme, trusting ne and for
having faith in ny ability to | ead
this body into a new day.

Col | eagues, you have ny word
that | will represent this body with
fidelity and professionalism | wll
al ways have your back and govern in a
just and fair manner. | meke this
sanme pledge to all the citizens of
Phi | adel phia. This new year is a

dawn of a new era in a very exciting
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time in the Gty of Philadel phia, an
era filled with hope and infinite
possibilities.

On the stage today, we have
one of the nost diverse and inclusive
City Council bodies in the history of
Phi | adel phi a.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON: A
third of our body are new nenbers and
will be serving for the first tine.
Qur diversity is our strength. And
in the birthplace of denocracy it
truly exenplifies a governnental body
where all citizens can have their
voi ces, issues and concerns heard.

This nmorning | would like to
share ny vision wwth Gty Counci
with you. As Council President,
there are five major areas of focus
that wll shape the agenda that |
plan to work on with ny fell ow
Counci | col | eagues, Mayor Parker and
Phi | adel phi a over the next four

years.
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I wll start with one of the
nost inportant issues facing our city
today, gun violence. Laron WIIians,
Ni kol ette Rivera, Devin Wedon,

Da' Juan Brown, Kaylin Johnson. These
are just a few of the nanes of
children who have lost their lives to
gun violence in our city. Yes, the
hom ci de and shooti ng nunbers have
gone down fromlast year to this
year, but | amno way cel ebrati ng.

It neans that what we are
doing is working, but it's not
enough. W nust do nore and we wil |
do nore. Each one of the young
people | nanmed wll never grow old,
never have a famly of their own and
their famlies, who have been
i npacted by this sensel ess gun
violence, wll be affected by their
tragic loss for the rest of their
l'ives.

I'"'msharing this with you
because we can no | onger desensitize

or normalize this behavior. As |ong
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as | have breath in ny lungs, | wll
continue to fight and advocate for
solutions until the epidem c of gun
violence is totally elimnated and we
create a city of peace, not guns.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
We can continue this downward trend
of murders and shootings in our city
this year and in the future, but we
all must work together, elected
officials, comunity | eaders,
busi ness | eaders, the District
Attorney and, yes, the police
departnment as well to achieve this
goal .

| am | ooking forward to
supporting the nmen and wonen of the
Phi | adel phia Police Departnent, and
my good friend new Police
Comm ssi oner Kevin Bethel. | had the
great opportunity to work in the
trenches with Comm ssioner Bet hel
when he served as Captain of the 17th

Police District working every day to
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keep guns out of the hands of our
young peopl e.

| also want to take a nonent
to just acknow edge to our Mayor
Cherell e Parker. That was an
out st andi ng choi ce for Police
Conmm ssioner. Gve her a real big
round of appl ause.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON: |
al so I ook forward to continuing a
partnership wth the Phil adel phi a
District Attorney's Ofice and the
Pennsyl vani a Attorney Ceneral's
Ofice, which adm nisters the GQun
Vi ol ence Task Force to go after
traffickers in our city. Those who
flood our streets with illegal guns
must know that there is no place that
t hey can hi de anynore.

Gty governnent nust al so
wor k and partner with victimservices
organi zations |i ke Mthers In Charge,
Every Murder is Real, Mons United by

Agenci es and ot her agencies to
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support victins and co-victins of gun
vi ol ence to nake our city safer.
These groups work day-in and day- out
to support nothers and fathers and
famlies who have been i npacted by
gun vi ol ence.

We nust make sure their
voi ces are heard. W also have to
continue investing in violence
prevention initiatives that are
resul ts-driven, which neans that our
nost val uabl e assets which are our
boot s- on-t he-ground organi zati ons
i ke NOMO, The Young Chances
Foundation, Unity in the Community,
the Father's Day Rally Conmttee and
t he Fat hership Foundation are
supported and have a seat at the
table as we strategize to create a
safer city.

As Council President, | wll
work with ny coll eagues and others to
spread a cityw de nessage of peace,
not guns. W nust make investing in

our youth a priority through public
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policy, focusing on addressing their
trauma, nental health and the post-
traumatic stress disorder they are
experiencing as a result of living in
nei ghbor hoods with severe gun
vi ol ence.

Former First Lady Mchelle
OGhama once said, "There is nothing
nore inportant to this nation's
future than investing in our young
people.” |If we cannot protect our
young people fromthe dangers of gun
viol ence, then we have failed as a
city. As we examine this issue of
crime and gun violence in our city,
we nmust recogni ze that unless we
address the core underlying synptons,
Kendra Brooks, which is poverty in
the years and years of disinvestnents
i n Bl ack and Brown nei ghbor hoods, we
will continue to be on this
never -endi ng cycle in Philadel phia.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

And t he nei ghbor hoods where we see
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t he highest |evels of gun violence,
Jam e, and violent crine, you also
see high rates of poverty. W nust
break the cycle and that starts today
with this new City Council and our
new Mayor because it's a new day.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON: |
want to take a nonent, a personal
nmonment, to thank Gty Council nenber
Curtis Jones for his years of work on
this issue.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
He's been Council's Chairman of the
Public Safety Conmmttee for years and
"' m proud of the work we've
acconpl i shed together during ny years
as a nmenber of the Conm ttee under
his | eadershi p. Back in Septenber,
he held the blueprint for a Safer
Phi | adel phia Crinme Summt at
St. Joe's University.

| would be remss if | also

di dn't acknow edge and t hank
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Counci | mran Dwi ght Evans who
est abl i shed the foundation and
created the original blueprint for a
Saf er Phi | adel phi a.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
We appreciate his efforts in |aying
the groundwork many years ago. As a
result of the Crine Summ t,
Counci | man Jones hosted | ast year, he
rel eased nore than 140
recommendati ons just over two weeks
ago. | look forward to working with
Counci | mrenber Jones and ot her nenbers
of Council to inplenent
recommendati ons fromthe bl ueprint
and continue to coll aborate on our
shared m ssion to make Phil adel phia a
safer city for all of its residents.

It's going to take all of us
in this roomand even those watching
online to support this effort. W
need to act with a sense of urgency
SO nanes can stop being added to the

|ist of children who have | ost their
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lives too soon to sensel ess gun
vi ol ence.

Qur second nmj or area of
focus is elimnating poverty in our
city. Nobody in this roomneeds to
be rem nded that Phil adel phia has
been | abel ed the poorest big city in
the Anerica with a poverty rate that
remai ns above 21 percent, and that's
despite steady inprovenents over the
| ast decade. While our city has seen
I nportant signs of econom c grow h,

t hese gai ns have not been evenly
shared across the Cty, leading to
what many call a tale of two cities.

Recent data fromthe U S
Census Bureau shows that roughly 1 in
8 Wi te households in Anerica
experience poverty, but 1 in 4
African American househol ds are
l'iving below the poverty I|ine.
Meanwhi |l e, 33 percent of Hi spanic
househol ds, the hi ghest of any ethnic
group, have incones bel ow the poverty

|l evel. And at the nei ghborhood
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| evel, these statistics are just as
starKk.

Any i ndi vi dual Counci | nenber
can illustrate our city's economc
di vide by looking closely at the
di ff erent nei ghborhoods that nake up
their Districts. W nust doubl e-down
on our resources and becone | aser-
focused on lifting inpoverished
nei ghbor hoods out of poverty.

We nust find ways to put al
Phi | adel phi ans back to work. No
matter your education |evel or
whet her you are returning hone from
I ncarceration, we nust put people
back to work. W nust erase the
stigma --

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
W nust erase the stigma of being the
| argest big city wth the highest
poverty rate and becone the nunber
one big city in America for economc
growt h and devel opnent. We w ||

achieve this through focusing on
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I ncreasing diversity and inclusion
and equi tabl e ownership on
City-supported devel opnment projects
and i nprovi ng procurenment, supplier
and prof essional services
opportunities for Bl ack-, Brown- and
womnen- owned busi nesses.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
While working in partnership with the
di verse Chanbers of Commerce, the
Bui | di ng Trades and establ i shing
public and private partnerships in
the nonprofit and busi ness sector, it
I's i ncunbent upon us as City | eaders
to understand why our city's growh
has not been shared equitably across
every communi ty and nei ghbor hood. W
nmust take steps to ensure that every
famly regardl ess of their zip code
or background has a pat hway out of
poverty and an opportunity to build
generational wealth.

(Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Grow ng our city's econony and
creating good-paying, famly-
sustaining jobs is an inportant piece
of that puzzle. It is critically
I nportant that our city puts in the
hard work to ensure that every
communi ty has access to these
opportunities and that every famly
shares in this prosperity.

Many of the issues that | am
hi ghl i ghting today are
I nterconnected. Violence in our city
Is inpacted by poverty. And the
effect of poverty is housing
I nsecurity, which is ny third area of
focus. According to our city's
O fice of Honel essness, there are
currently 4,725 people living w thout
functional housing in our city and
will not have a hone to go to this
evening. That is totally
unaccept abl e.

W nust continue to
acknow edge and confront our housing

crisis by addressing the critical
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need for nore affordable and
wor kf or ce housi ng options and give
nore funding to prograns to help
residents prepare and stay in their
homes. Thank you, Councilwoman Jam e
Gaut hi er.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
As we focus on equitable devel opnent
t hrough public policy, we nust find a
heal t hy bal ance between supporting
af f ordabl e housi ng and nmarket rate
devel opnment wi t hout the di spl acenent
of long-termresidents.

In the spirit of Counci
President Darrell Carke, the Gty
Council's Turn the Key Program which
is on the verge of providing 1,000
new hones for first-tinme honebuyers
and ny recent Save Qur Homes Property
Tax Relief Plan, which reduces
di spl acenent through nmaki ng property
taxes fairer and nore transparent,
our initiatives are already having a

positive inpact on this issue.
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Strategi zing and working with
t he Phil adel phi a Housing Authority is
al so key to addressing this crisis.
We can do nore and we will do nore
because it's a new day, |adies and
gent | enen.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
My fourth area of focus is public
education, Councilwoman Kat heri ne
G lnore Richardson and M. Chair
| sai ah Thomas. W nust cl osely
exam ne our education system and
prioritize the needs of students
attendi ng PreK through 12th grade
school s in Philadel phia to nmake sure
we are striving for excellence and
academ c achi evenent and positive
experi ences and outcones for all
students.

To me this nmeans making sure
our school buildings are joyful,
wel comng and in a safe | earning
environnent that are | ead- and

asbestos-free as well as ensuring
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that we have safe corridors so
students don't have to worry about
what may happen to them going to and
from school

Now, just take a nmonent and
i magine with ne what our city would
be like if children could attend
school in a gun violence-free
environment. W do not need to just
imagine it. It is possible for this
to becone a reality if we are al
willing to work together and work
with a sense of urgency.

Just i magi ne how students
woul d feel walking into a new cl ean
bui | di ng that has proper heating and
ai r-conditioning. Addressing many of
t hese issues take resources, which
t he Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a has,
M. Chairman of Appropriations Jordan
Harri s.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON: |
plan to work diligently with Mayor

Par ker and nenbers of the
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Pennsyl vani a House and Senate in
Harri sburg to nmake sure all of our
students in Philadel phia have the
fundi ng needed to properly educate
students in a safe and wel com ng,
state-of-the-art school building and
al so ensure that students are able to
benefit froma fair funding fornmula.
The inequality of student funding in
Pennsyl vani a i s shanmeful and al nost
crimnal.

I want to thank our Governor
Josh Shapiro for investing nore noney
I n Pennsyl vani a school districts, but
the School District of Philadel phia
Is still severely underfunded. This
is confirmed by the Pennsyl vani a
Commonweal th Court ruling that
recently decl ared Pennsyl vania's
school funding systemis
unconstitutional.

We need nore funding in our
public school system but we al so
need to nake sure we have

accountability to ensure increased
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funding will increase academc
outcones for students. W nust give
our teachers and principles the tools
and resources they need to create a
cul ture of academ c excell ence

wi t hout having to teach in

over crowded cl assroons, purchasing
school supplies out of their own
pockets and fearing for the safety of
their lives and the lives of their
students in the backdrop of

nei ghbor hoods filled with gun

vi ol ence.

W nust al so address our
truancy crisis. Students need to be
i n school every day and not hangi ng
at honme or in the streets.

(Appl ause.)

Counci | man Phillips, thank
you. Qur children and our youth
deserve better. And |I know worKking
wi th Mayor Parker and our School
Superintendent, Dr. Tony Watli ngton,
we can and will do better. Excuses

are not an option. It is a new day
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and we wll need to expect and
acconplish nore for our students.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It will take all of us working
together to inprove public education.
We want students to graduate and
becone productive citizens because
students today will becone our
wor kf orce tonorrow, which leads ne to
the last mpjor area of focus that |
woul d I'i ke to address today.

In order to have a thriving
econony, we nust have a visually
strong wor kforce and an evol vi ng
strong and di verse busi ness
community. This neans we have to
drastically inprove the way we do
busi ness in Philadel phia by creating
a nuch easier, welcom ng and
user-friendly business environnent.

W need a tax structure that
encour ages busi nesses to nove into
Phi | adel phia and nost inportantly

stay in Philadelphia. | hear from
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i ndividuals all the tinme that it is
extrenely difficult and frustrating
to do business with the Cty of

Phi | adel phi a.

Over the next four years, we
must not only reform our tax
structure and regul atory environnment
to make our city nore
busi ness-friendly and econom cally
conpetitive, we nust al so evaluate
the burden City governnent puts on
busi nesses and el i m nate outdated
systens that nake it nore difficult
to do busi ness.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
We nust devel op i nnovative ways to
make accessing City services |ess
conplicated. | also believe we can
find a healthier and fair bal ance
bet ween providing tax relief for
busi nesses while also significantly
investing in small busi nesses which
are the bedrock of our econony and

our nei ghborhoods. It is also

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




I nauguration -- Stated Meeting
01/ 02/ 2024

67

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

I nportant for us to support Black and
Brown fenmal e-owned busi nesses as a
way to nake sure they are on the sane
playing field as nen.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
When supporting small businesses and
busi nesses of color, it allows us to
expand our tax base which provides
t he revenue needed to continue
supporting our G ty's budget
priorities. As the President of Cty
Council, | recognize that the
creation of a City budget is about
the scarce distribution of resources
to serve the entire city. But we
must create an equitabl e budget that
takes into consideration the issues
and concerns of the nost vul nerable
citizens of Phil adel phia.

Now, | have | aid out an
anbitious vision for Gty Council and
Phi | adel phi a over the next four
years, but it is a new day and let ne

hear everyone say it is a new day.
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(It is a new day.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON: |
know wor ki ng together we can get it
done and we will get it done. Now, |
need to take just a few nonents to
cl ear up sone m spercepti ons about ne
as a person and as a | eader as well
as address the footnote that is
consistently a part of every article
written about ne and ny famly.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

As everyone knows, in recent years ny
wife Dawn and | went through trials
and tribulations that nmade a | ot of
peopl e across this region question
our integrity. Those were
chal | engi ng days. But every single
day ny wife and |I got up, held our
heads hi gh and conti nued wor ki ng and
taking care of our famly.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
But nost inportantly, kept serving

t he peopl e of Phil adel phia. During
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that tine, individuals from across
the Gty and state and people from
all ethnic races and ethnic
backgrounds throughout Phil adel phi a,
i ncluding many of ny Gty Counci
col | eagues on this stage today, stood
besi de us, supported us and prayed
for us.

They knew our integrity.
They knew our work ethic. They knew
our heart and they knew our
I nnocence. On Novenber 2nd of 2022,
12 wonen and nen saw t hrough the
fal sehoods and by the grace of CGod
our future is a bright one.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This story sounds |i ke sonething out
of a Hollywood script, but it is not.
It is areal-life story. It is our
real-life story that played out in
front of an entire city and worl d.
And at the end of the day, we are
here on this stage because of the

grace of God.
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(Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

W are here on the stage because of
the grace of God who | know and
bel i eve has ordered our steps. Today
14 nonths later we are still here,
still standing stronger than ever and
| have the distinct honor of being
t he new President of the Phil adel phia
City Council, one of the greatest
cities in the world.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
VWhat a difference a year nmakes. |
have dedicated ny entire life to
public service. And | say life and
not career, because when you do this
work for the right reasons which is
it to help those in need, it's not
just a job. It's the way of life.

Despite all of the adversity
we have been through, | have never
stopped fighting for the citizens of
Phi | adel phia and | never will. This

is the type of leader I am | am

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622



I nauguration -- Stated Meeting
01/ 02/ 2024

71

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

going to keep showi ng up. | am goi ng
to keep working and together we are
going to get the job done.

Thank you. Thank you,
Phi | adel phia. Thank you for
believing in ne. And | just want to
say God bless the Gty of
Phi | adel phia, the City of Brotherly
Love and Sisterly Affection. God
bl ess.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. The next order of
business is the election of the Chief
Clerk of Gty Council in the Gty of
Phi | adel phia. The nom nations are
now i n order.

And the Chair recognizes
Counci | man Dri scol I.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Thank
you, M. President. | nom nate
M. M chael Decker.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair thanks the Council menber.

The Chair recognizes

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




I nauguration -- Stated Meeting
01/ 02/ 2024

72

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

Counci | renber Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
M. President, | second the
nom nati on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Are there any other further
nom nati ons?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Heari ng none, the Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
M. President, | nove the nom nations
be cl osed.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
M. President, | second that notion.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the nom nations are
cl osed.

Al'l in favor of the notion

will say aye.
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(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed say nay.

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the notion is
carri ed.

There being no further
nom nations, all in favor of the
el ection of M. M chael Decker as
Chief Cerk of the Council of the
Cty of Philadelphia wll say aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed say nay.

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it. However, the Cerk
wll call the roll.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Ahmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Aye.
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CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Aye.
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CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

O Neill.
COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: O Rourke.
COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Philli ps.
COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Squi I | a.
COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Thonas.
COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |
Presi dent Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Aye.

The ayes are 17. The nays
are 0. M. Decker, having received a
unani nous vote of the nenbers of City

Council, | now declare M. M chael
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Decker duly-elected Chief Cerk of
this Gty Council

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Counci | menber Gaut hi er and
Counci | menber O Neill will escort
M. Decker to the rostrum The oath
of office wll be adm nistered by the
Honor abl e Ti m ka Lane, Judge of the
Pennsyl vani a Superior Court.

Let's give M. Decker another
round of applause, y'all. M ke keeps
the oil nmoving in Gty Council.

( Appl ause.)

JUDGE LANE: Al right.

Pl ace your left hand on the Bible.
Rai se your right hand and repeat
after ne.

(Cath of office
adm ni stered.)

JUDGE LANE: Congratul ati ons.
( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

At this tinme, | want to ask for the

Leadership teamto pl ease stand when
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your nane is called. | wll nanme the
officers of Gty Council.

For the major -- please be
advi sed that by a vote of the
denocratic nenbers of Gty Council,
t he Honorabl e Katherine G| nore
Ri chardson was el ected Majority
Leader, the Honorabl e |saiah Thomas
was el ected Majority Wi p, and the
Honor abl e C ndy Bass was el ected
Majority Deputy Whip of the City
Counci | of Phil adel phi a.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Al so, be advised that by a vote of
t he nmenbers of the Council fromthe
Wrking Fam|lies party, the Honorable
Kendra Brooks was elected Mnority
Leader and t he Honorabl e N chol as
O Rourke was el ected Mnority Wi p of
the Gty Council of Philadel phia.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Let's please give thema real big

round of appl ause.
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(Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The next order of business is the

i ntroduction of the resolution
concerning the rules of governnent of
the Council of the Cty of

Phi | adel phia. And the Chair
recogni zes Counci | menber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Thank
you, M. President. | offer the
foll owi ng resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
And the Chief Clerk will read the
title of the resolution.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution to
provide rules for the governnent of
the Council of the Cty of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:  Thank
you, M. President. | nove that the
rules, as set forth in this

resol ution, be adopted as the
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tenporary rules of the Council unti
t he permanent rul es are adopted.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair thanks the Council menber.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOMAS:  Thank
you, Council President. | second the
not i on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Al in favor of the notion wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed say nay.

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the notion is
carried. The rules contained in this
resol uti on have been adopted
tenmporarily. The resolution will be
pl aced on the Final Passage Cal endar
for consideration at our next session
of Council .

The organi zati on of the
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Council of the Gty of Phil adel phia
and investiture of the Cty
Counci | mrenbers are conplete, in
accordance with the provisions of the
Home Rul e Charter.

The Council is honored by the
presence -- and nost of y'all may or
may not know, |'m Baptist Catholic by
way of St. Monica's Parish in South
Phi | adel phia -- so | am honored to
ask for Father Joseph Kelley of
St. Monica Roman Catholic Church to
pl ease conme up and offer us and | ead
us in prayer.

REVEREND KELLEY: In the nanme
of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Al m ghty God, we ask your
bl essi ng upon our good friend, ny
good friend, Council President
Kenyatta Johnson. W call your
bl essi ng down upon his wonderful wfe
Dawn and his chil dren.

As he takes on this great

mnistry for the Gty of
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Phi | adel phia, a city that which bears
the nanme of love, a city that we

| ove, we ask that you continue to
endow himw th a spirit of w sdom
under st andi ng, counsel, fortitude,
knowl edge and fear of the Lord.

We ask that he serve our
entire city as well as he served us,
his constituents, in the 2nd
Councilmanic District. As a man of
great faith, we know that he wll
enbrace and | ove all the people of
our great city, people of diverse
religions, people who profess no
religion, people of all races, creeds
and backgrounds. For we are all
united in one conmon goal .

As Christians, we believe as
the Bible says that if we were to
descri be God in any way, shape or
form we would say sinply that God is
| ove. As Council President Kenyatta
Johnson | eads us to work together
t hrough our differences and cone

together in the love that we know we
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have for each other, we wll cone to
know | ove nore deeply and in that,
cone to know God. W ask this in
Jesus's nane. Anen.

(Amen.)

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you, Father Kell ey.

At this tine, | invite the
Monunent al Bapti st Church Choir to
perform"For Every Mountain." The
choir is directed by Mnister Gary
Tayl or.

Can we give thema round of
appl ause pl ease.

(Appl ause.)

(Monunent al Bapti st Church
Choir perfornmns.)

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
We t hank Monunental Baptist Church
Choir for that beautiful and
i nspiring performnce.

Now, at this tinme | would

like to introduce anot her one of ny
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spiritual big brothers who calls and
checks on ne fromtine to tinme
without a lot of fanfare, just an
all -around great gentleman. So |'m
going to call up M. Alyn E. Wl er,
Seni or Pastor of Enon Baptist Church
before we proceed with the induction
of the Mayor of the Cty of

Phi | adel phi a.

Past or Wall er, conme on up,
Big Bro.

REVEREND WALLER: Let's bow
our heads.

Et ernal God our Father, God
of Abraham |saac and Jacob, God of
Harriet, God of Sinobne, the God of
Cherelle, God of Martin, Mlcolmand
Medgar, God, we thank you for this
day. We thank you for allowing us to
gather as we celebrate history. W
thank you for allowi ng us to gather
to exercise our franchise in
denocracy. W thank you for the gift
of your daughter to give | eadership

to this great city.
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Lord, | begin praying first
for Langston. | pray, oh God, that
Langston not |ose a nother while we
gain a Mayor. | pray that you cover
him that you nmake his way easy and
that you develop him oh God. G ve
himfriends that wll understand the
uni queness of his position and help
himnore to grow into the man you
desi gned himto be.

And then, God, | pray for our
new Mayor. | pray, God, that you
woul d surround her with peopl e that
| ove her, people that respect her,
people that will evidence those
truths by telling her the truth, by
bri ngi ng the best of thenselves to
her service. That | pray, oh God,
for those who dawned this stage, that
they wll engage in political
di scourse that will lead to the
edi fication of our conmunity, that we
woul d be the City of Brotherly Love
and Sisterly Affection.

And then, God, | thank you
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for this woman of God, this wonan

that you' ve raised for such a tine as

this. | thank you for her
uni queness. | thank you for her
ability to lead. | thank you for her

grit and her grace.

| pray, oh God, that you
ground her with wisdom Help her to
bal ance all the demands that will be
pl aced on her. Help her, Lord, to
shine but also help, Lord, to | ead.
Then, God, | thank you. | thank you
for what you've already done for us.
And | thank you for what's yet to
cone.

| thank you for a crime rate
that's going to go down. | thank you
for the child that's going to be
educated. | thank you, God, for the
things that will happen in this
Adm ni stration. And then, God, |
pray that you give her holy bol dness
to | ead everybody but not be ashaned
of addressing the particul ar needs of

her Bl ack people who are in this
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Cty, oh God, where we uniquely find
ourselves in a country that we
started as slaves but we just keep
comng. And for that, God, we are
grateful.

And t hen, God, we thank you
for what we w |l experience. W
t hank you that better days are ahead
for Phil adel phi a because Cherelle
Parker is about to sit in the seat.
And we thank you that you're going to
use her mghtily. And then, GCod, |
t hank you for the privilege of seeing
it and I thank you for the privilege
of exercising, the privilege of
prayer and asking your protection
over her.

And, God, as | get ready to
take ny seat, | pray this prayer in
the nane significant to nme. | pray
this prayer in the nanme of one who
was dead but is alive forever nore.
| pray this prayer in the nane of a
Pal estini an Jew naned Jesus.

| pray this prayer and |
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t hank you, God, for the victory
t hrough Christ our Lord. Let every
heart say Anen.

(Amen.)

REVEREND WALLER:  Anmen.

(Amen.)

REVEREND WALLER:  And Anen.

(Amen.)

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you, Reverend Waller.

W1l everyone pl ease be
seated as you already are.

At this tinme, | invite the
Enon Tabernacl e Bapti st Church Mass
Choir to perform"God is Able." The
choir is directed by the fabul ous and
out standi ng Dr. Cassandra Jones.

(Enon Taber nacl e Bapti st Mass
Choir perforns.)

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON: |
want to thank Enon Tabernacl e Bapti st
Church Mass Choir for that

out st andi ng performance. Let's give
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t hem anot her round of appl ause.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
And now | have the great opportunity
to invite Emy-award w nning actress
and activist Ms. Cheryl Lee Ralph to
offer a poemin the celebration of
t he i nauguration of Mayor Cherelle L.
Parker. Let's give her a real big
round of appl ause, y'all.

( Appl ause.)

MS. RALPH In this, the
great city of Philadel phia. In years
passed where the enslaved ran,
wal ked, grovel ed cane here in search
of freedom

Today in nenory of those
ancestors, let us not forget that we
are witnessing history. The
occasi on, the inauguration of the
first female Mayor of the Gty of
Phi | adel phia. A poemwitten by none
other than me. And the sister, the
City of Brotherly Love and Sisterly

Af fection there beats a heart where
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hi story weaves. Birthing an unlikely
trail bl azer anong gol den | eaves. Her
path, a tale of strength untold. The
first female, a Mayor so bol d.

Thr ough cobbl estone streets
and echoing Gty Halls, she shattered
ceilings scaled sonme mghty walls.

Her voice, a deep nelody resilience
in rhyme. A beacon for change,
transcending tine. Wth grace she
danced in the steel face of doubt.

In every step, a legacy laid out. A
synphony of progress, notes pure and
clear. A nelody that silenced the
whi spers of fear.

In heritage rich where
pai nful shadows persist. She is
painting futures wwth a col or naned
Resist. A canvas to be transforned
by her guiding hand. A portrait of
hope, a woman deternmined to take a
stand. North, south, northeast and
west, she spoke of unity. Acity
tapestry anew, stitching dreans for

every color, every shade and every
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hue.

Her mayoral throne, a synbol
prof ound, breaking barriers as the
walls, oh, they wll conme down. The
Cty of Philadel phia will echo her
hi storic nane, a testanment of courage
forever a flanme. |In the animls of
time, her story will be etched.

Phi | adel phia's first fenal e Mayor, a

Bl ack queen firmly stretched, the

Honor abl e Mayor Cherelle L. Parker.
(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Can we give Sheryl Lee Ral ph anot her

bi g round of appl ause for that great

poem
( Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
W will now proceed with the

I nduction of the Mayor of the City of
Phi | adel phia. The Chair appoints
Counci | menber Phillips, Council nmenber
Landau, Council menber G | nore

Ri chardson and Counci | menber Dri scol

to escort the Honorable Cherelle L.
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Par ker, Mayor of the Cty of

Phi | adel phia, to the rostrum The
Mayor will be joined at the podi um by
Phi | adel phia -- conme on up,

Ms. Marcia. Ms. Marcia Fudge, cone
on up, please.

So also joining Cherelle at
the rostrumare Bill Millins, Darryl
Par ker, Tonyell e Cook-Artis, d adys
Janes, Wl ene Tryste, Brenda Rivera,
Naf eeka Wakeel and Yasm n Everett.

SECRETARY FUDGE: Good
afternoon. | knowit's a whole |ot
of people in here. Good afternoon.

(Good afternoon.)

SECRETARY FUDGE: Cod is
good. We need to be excited today
about what's going on right now M
nanme is Marcia Fudge. | ama forner
Mayor. And it is ny singular and
hi gh honor to have been asked to
adm ni ster the oath of office to ny
friend and to whom | know who wi |l be
the greatest Mayor the Gty of

Phi | adel phi a has ever seen.
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And to her fam |y having been
a Mayor, it is not easy. People say
it'"s lonely at the bottom It's
| onely at the top. So stay with her,
have her back.

(Cath of office
adm ni stered.)

SECRETARY FUDGE
Congratul ati ons, Mayor.

(St andi ng ovation.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

W were also joined by Conmmonweal th
Court Judge who hails from South
Phi | adel phia, Ms. Lydia Kirkland.

The Chief Cerk will read the
certificate of election of the
Honorabl e Cherelle L. Parker as Mayor
of the Gty of Phil adel phi a.

CH EF CLERK: Cherelle L.

Par ker, at an el ection held Novenber
7, 2023 you were dul y-el ected Mayor
of the Gty of Philadelphia for a

four-year term comrencing the first

Monday of January 2024.
( Appl ause.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Menbers of Gty Council, reverend
clergy, elected officials,

di stingui shed guests, |adies and
gentl enen, | have the distinct honor
to present to you, Her Honor, the
Mayor of the Gty of Phil adel phia,

t he Honorabl e Cherelle L. Parker.

( Appl ause.)

MAYOR PARKER: To be standing
here with ny famly and friends and
my village, including when South --
Counci| President Kenyatta gave her
props for being from South Philly.
But, M. President, in 2005 she was
In Harrisburg swearing Cherelle
Parker in. And I"'mreferring to none
ot her than ny good friend, Senior
Muni ci pal Court Judge here in our
great Gty of Philadel phia, Lydia
Kirkland. @G ve her a huge round of
appl ause.

( Appl ause.)

MAYOR PARKER: To have ny

oath of office adm nistered today by
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none ot her than the Honorable Murcia
L. Fudge, you need to know that she
was so hunmbl e when she just cane up
here. But | was two years young in
this dynam c sisterhood called Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. when she
becane our 21st National President.
And for ny sorors who are in the
audi ence and al so ny Divine N ne
brot hers and sisters, you know how
sacred this nonent is for ne right
now to have her here with ne.

You heard her nention that
she was a fornmer Mayor. Yeah, but as
usual , what she didn't tell you is
that she was the first female and the
first African Anerican Mayor of
Warrensville Heights, Ohio. She's
the fornmer Congressworman fromthe
11th District, and she is currently
the 18th Secretary of the United
St ates Departnent of Housing and
Ur ban Devel opnent, but she's here
today in our own right. Dd | say it

right?
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SECRETARY FUDGE: ( Nodded
affirmatively).

MAYOR PARKER: This is
surreal. | could never have inmagi ned
this. Thank you, Jesus.

Soror Sheryl Lee Ral ph, where
are you? Thank you. You cut your
vacation short to be here. You could
have been in Hollywood right now, but
you chose to be here. And | want you
to know that |'m grateful

Let nme start by thanking ny
Lord and Savi or Jesus Christ, for
whom al | things are possible. And
for those of you who know ne and you
know ny life, you know that's not a
line for me. | wouldn't be standing
here today were it not for the grace
and nmercy of God. It is wth that in
m nd that | say Happy New Year to
you, the great Gty of Phil adel phia.

To our Council President
Johnson, new y-el ected Counci
Presi dent Johnson, it sounds good

when we say it. Say Counci
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Presi dent Johnson.

(Counci | President Johnson.)

MAYOR PARKER: This is going
to work out well, M. President. W
know how to do this thing called cal
and response, so we're going to be
able to get a whole | ot done together
as partners. G ve our Counci
Presi dent a huge round of appl ause.

(Appl ause.)

MAYOR PARKER: To himand to
all our menbers of City Council, the
| eadership and all of the nenbers who
were el ected, to our faith | eaders
who are present, all of our role
of ficers, thank you so very much for
bei ng here and congratul ations to
each of you

| also want to say to our
former Mayors who are here, sone
here, sone could not be here. Forner
Mayor Green, Mayor Goode is here.
Trail bl azi ng, trendsetting, history-
maki ng, first Black Mayor of the City
of Phil adel phia W W1 son Goode is
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here. | want to acknow edge Mayor
Rendel | .

And to Mayor John F. Street,
who made t he Nei ghbor hood
Transformation Initiative a thing
people wll never forget. Mayor
Nutter could not be here, but he
visited nme yesterday.

And to ny good friend, the
99th Mayor of the Cty of
Phi | adel phia. A gentleman who nmade
I nproving parks, rec centers and
l'ibraries his nunber one priority,
but he al so understood that if we
woul d give 3- and 4-year-olds
t hroughout the Gty of Phil adel phia
access to the opportunity to get an
early chil dhood education that by the
time they got into kindergarten when
they were 5 years old, they would be
prepared to conpete with children who
had conme fromnore privil eged
famlies.

So when peopl e ask you about

his |l egacy, | want you to tell them
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about Mayor Jim Kenney's effort to
educate our children. And not just
t hrough Rebuil d, but through
Phi | adel phia PHLpreK. Gve hima
round of appl ause pl ease.

( Appl ause.)

MAYOR PARKER. Gve it up for
M. Mayor. | see Senator, our U S
Senator Casey is here. Qur
Li eut enant Governor Austin Davis is
here and Congress nenbers Evans,
Boyl e and Scanl on are here along with
Speaker Mcdinton and nenbers of the
Pennsyl vani a General Assenbly are
here, along with the Judiciary -- and
["'mnot sure if it's true, but
soneone told nme that we have Mayor
Eric Adans from New York City here.
Is Mayor Eric Adans here sonmewhere?
Wherever you are, hello, M. Myor.

| need to stop right here for
a second and he's not expecting this.
But | have to give credit where
credit is due. The gentleman who

served as a Council nenber for the 5th
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District along with our Council
President who | often referred to as
nmy big brother, Council President
Darrell Carke, | want you to know
t hat our working together was not
sonet hing that a whole | ot of people
ever expected us to do.

They wanted us to stay caught
up in the past because Council
Presi dent Johnson, he's got this
thing planted in ny brain right now
about a new day. You've been talking
about a new day. And when he and |
started working together, people
t hought we were going to get up in
the antiquated, outdated, territorial
tribal warfare that was donned
against Bill Gay and Bl ack people
just fighting each other for no darn
reason at all.

And we got a chance to work
t oget her when you were President and
I was a nenber of the Pennsyl vani a
Ceneral Assenbly. W did sone

amazing work for the Cty of
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Phi | adel phia and we laid a strong
foundation that we would later build
on. And | want to give credit where
credit is due and say, Big Bro, |
woul dn't be here standi ng today on
this strong | egacy were it not for
you. Gve Darrell d arke a huge
round of appl ause. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

MAYOR PARKER: Thank you.
It's well-deserved. Thank you.

| want to thank each of our
el ected officials for being here.
The reason why it was inportant for
me to go through that |ist is because
for those of you who wll take a
stroll back nentally and renenber the
Primary El ection and Cener al
El ection, | kept tal king about a
thing that a | ot of people were
| aughing at ne about. It was called
I nt ergovernnental cooperation and
pl anni ng.

And | was saying to people

that if it was God's wll and they
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gave ne access to the opportunity to
becone Mayor of this Gty of

Phi | adel phia, that | al one woul dn't
be able to solve the conplex issues
that were facing us, but instead we
woul d have to have an

I nt er gover nnent al cooperati on and

pl anni ng arrangenent at every branch
of governnent.

Now, | hope Phil adel phia --
because I'mgoing to tal k about this
in a second, that you understand what
we just did. You just saw the
Secretary for the United States
Housi ng and Urban Devel opnent here in
her own right, but she's here. You
just saw and heard ne nention our
Li eut enant Governor Austin Davis, our
United States Senator Bob Casey, our
Congressional Del egation is here.
Moneybags Appropriations Chairnmen in
bot h House in the Pennsyl vani a
General Assenbly, Jordan Harris on
t he House side, and ny good friend
and ny brother and ny therapist State
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Senat or Vi ncent Hughes, Denocratic
Appropriations Chairman on the Senate
side. And then you got the |ady who
keeps all of the order and keeps the
structure going, our Speaker of the
House Joanna McC i nton.

If we mssed this opportunity
to deliver in a neaningful way for
the City of Phil adel phia not just for
the next four years but the work that
we do now, it should be a foundation
for the future. Qur children should
be saying in every nei ghborhood t hat
they go to, wow, we saw on a video
where they don't even do videos, they
streaned it, whatever they do for
this day in the future, and you know
sonme of the things that they tal ked
about they got done.

Counci | President Johnson, to
every | eader whose nane | just
mentioned, if we don't get -- |I'm not
tal ki ng about increnental change.

' mtal king about bold transformative

steps that when peopl e wal k outside
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of their houses, they can touch, see
and feel the results of our | abor.

( Appl ause.)

MAYOR PARKER: |f they don't
see it, it's onwus. | want to
congratul ate each and every nenber
who was sworn in today. Your victory
in a new termthat begins today.

| want to stop now and thank
Phi | adel phians for giving ne a chance
to earn their support and for
believing in nme and ny vision for the
future of our city. Wen | started
on this canmpaign, | wasn't going to
say it. But I'mgoing to tell.

Don't get mad. Sincere or Aren are
hol | ering at nme sonewhere.

When | started out on this
canpai gn, | want you to know that you
crisscross the Gty and you talk to
different constituencies, and
sonetinmes you wll talk to people and
primarily the group will be based on
race, a Black group or a Wiite group

or a Latino group or it will be a
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| ow-to-noderate incone, it will be a
weal thy comunity or a worKking-class
comuni ty.

And we had sone experts who
cane to try to offer our little
scrappy canpai gn sone advi ce because
we weren't the biggest candidate in
the field. And they said, well, what
you should do is you should tell her
that if she wants to wi n when she
goes to the Northeast, she should
talk like this (lowers voice), and
her nessage shoul d be about that.

And so, what about when she
cones back home to the hone base in
Nort h Phil adel phia and she's Upt own
sitting in the hairdresser or the
bar bershop in West Phil adel phia or in
Sout h Phi | adel phia, what am |
supposed to do? | couldn't do
anyt hi ng, Phil adel phia, but affirm
not through words. But | had to
affirmthrough ny actions that | was
going to stay true to who I am ny
story, ny life.
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(Appl ause.)
MAYOR PARKER: That | wasn't

going to try to put on an inmage that
Cherell e Parker is a bastion of
perfection and that if you woul d just
vote for nme, everything in our city
woul d change. Because |'m standi ng
on the shoul ders of a people who
prayed for me in the mdst of it all,
I could only be here because you, the
peopl e of our great City of
Phi | adel phia fromall walks of life
who picked up what | put down when
said I won't allow race, class,
soci oeconom ¢ status, zip code,
religion, sexual orientation or
identity, that | would not allow any
of that to change ny nessage to you
and/ or who | am

So on today while | do stand
here as the 100th Mayor of the Gty
of Phil adel phia, sixth largest city,
bi rt hpl ace of denocracy, | want you
to know that | only get the

opportunity to neet this nonent
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because of each and every one of you.
And for that, | amextrenely

grateful . Phil adel phia, thank you

for allowing ne to be ne. It's
sonething that 1'l1 never forget.
( Appl ause.)

MAYOR PARKER: When | start
tal ki ng about my background, y'all
remenber probably one of the first
I ntros people were asking ne, you
know, we don't really see people
doing that a whole lot, |ike why --
you' ve been el ected for X nunber of
years. |'ve never heard you -- |
never thought you had a life that was
oh so difficult, Cherelle. | nean,
you' ve never said anything out |oud
i ke that before. Like, why haven't
you shared it.

Well, you know, where | cone
from you do what you do. But |
don't want any unnecessary SOrrow or
synpathy for me. | don't want
anybody | owering their expectations,

because you know that life for ne
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ain't been no crystal stair so | just
didn't talk about it a whole |ot.

But because |'ve shared it, |
hope that everyone in this Gty wll
see sonet hing of thenselves in ne and
that you will have confidence and
that you will absorb a certain anount
of grace that | know | get fromyou
t hat confidence and grace that wll
help nme lead our city. And | hope
that will you help you hel p nove our
city forward.

| want to say this to ny
young prince, another thing people
didn't want ne to say out |oud, ny
young prince, my son, ny only child.
Guess what, | told our First Lady
that as soon as he held the Bible, he
said, Mom-- he's so over this. He
said, can | |eave now. He's probably
wi th Council President Johnson's
children right now.

But wherever you are,
Langston, if you' re under the sound

of nmy voice and you can hear ne, |
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want you to know that Mommy and Daddy
| ove you nore than anything else in
this world. People were so shocked
when they | earned that ny fornmer
husband and | worked extrenely hard
t oget her co-parenting our son. And
t hey expected ne to just whisper
about it or walk with ny head held
down and not my shoul ders back.

But | just said after |
tal ked to people, you don't know how
many people, other folks like ne it
Is out there because people were
comng up to nme, Cherelle, | know
it's possible right now, | think I'm
going to pick up the phone and cal
y'all. | nean, y'all got along so
well, | told himdon't be getting no
fancy-pancy ideas. But we do work
wel | in co-parenting our son.

Langston, we | ove you. |
don't care what Mommy does in her
prof essional |ife. Qur nost
inportant role, Ben Mullins and I, is

as your nother and father. And we
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won't allow anything to get in the
way of that. No career, no job, no
service, nothing will take away from
our bond and nothing will ever take
nme away fromyou nor your father. W
| ove you.

(Appl ause.)

MAYOR PARKER | want to
start on ny nessage today by saying
to each of you that by every
statistic inmaginable, | am not
supposed to be standi ng here today.
Why? Because it is true for those of
you who read it, |, Cherelle Parker,
was a child who nost peopl e thought
woul d never succeed and they really
di d al nost have ne thinking the sane
t hi ng.

So right now | ots of people
have been asking nme how do you feel.
And |'ve been telling themthere are
no words that | can explain the mx
of enotions that | amfeeling during
this historic nonment. | can only

tell you that | have a deep-rooted
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sense of gratitude perneating in ny
heart and in ny spirit since the
peopl e of our great City have given
nme access to this opportunity to
serve themin a manner and a role

t hat many thought woul d be

I npossi bl e, you know, out of reach
for soneone |ike ne.

Cherell e, what do you nean?
I mean, | want to say it |oud that |
was born to a single teenage nother
wi t hout ny bi ol ogi cal father present
inny life. M grandparents raised
me. Mmy, a donestic worker, a
donestic worker from Manni ng, South
Carolina. Daddy, a disabled Navy
veteran from Acconack County,
Virginia who received public
assi st ance.

You heard nme on the trail
tal k about that colored noney in
books. Sone peopl e whispered to ne,
wel |, what does she nean when she
says the public noney -- it neans

t hat ny grandnot her and ny
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gr andf at her were on public

assi stance, that they had to receive
food stanps and cash assistance to

t ake care of ne.

I want you to know that were
it not for their resilience, their
stick-to-itiveness | wouldn't be
here. | want to say to ny famly, to
my community that brought ne up, who
believed in nme, they believed in the
power of education and they believed
that it could change a life.

They saw sonme things in ne,
and this is inportant when we | ook at
the state of affairs in our city
ri ght now and what our young people
are facing on a daily basis because
sone people act |ike they are al
growing up in Cosby-like famlies and
that is not the reality. | was the
first college graduate in ny famly
graduating fromLincoln University.

( Appl ause.)

MAYOR PARKER: | was the

first graduate of an |vy League
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institution acquiring a Master's
Degree fromthe University of
Pennsyl vani a.

(Appl ause.)

MAYOR PARKER: Then | went on
to a career as a Certified Secondary
English teacher. And for all the
English teachers or teachers in
general who are in the audience,
don't forget to | et people know how
hard you work. Let them know you are
NTE- passed and Praxi s-passed
teachers, and you are doing extrenely
hard work in our classroons.

| say all of this to let you
know t hat two quotes, two quotes are
t he foundation of the work that
you' ve seen ne do throughout ny
career. And if you when you wal ked
in you | ooked on your seat, if you
got a book that was an action plan on
the back of your seat, raise your
hand so | can see if they gave out
the action pl ans.

(Hands rai sed.)
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MAYOR PARKER:  Ckay. | want
you all to think about sister,

Dr. Maya Angel ou and a quote that she
was often stating as she travel ed
across the country. She said that in
life, "People will forget what you
said, people will forget what you

di d, but people will never forget how
you nmade them feel."

The second quote cones from
one of ny favorite civil rights
activist in office and it's none
ot her than the brilliant Janes
Baldwin. And | truly think, and I
want you to think about this through
the I ens of Phil adel phians, and what
t hey think about those of us who are
here on this stage who are el ected
and who work in governnent and they
see us putting our hands on Bibles
and getting sworn in. But they go
back into their neighborhoods and
they' re thinking about these proni ses
that we made and they say, what about

ne, | don't see it.
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And so, Janes Bal dwi n, he was
often quoted in stating when people
said that they supported civil rights
but he hadn't seen it, he would say,
"I can't believe what you say because
| see what you do." "I can't believe
what you say because | see what you
do."

Now, | want you to let those
two sink in and to hear fromny nouth
to your ears, that | cannot do this
alone. | did not get to this stage
by nyself. | believe that right now
and at this very nonent, and | nean
this wwth all ny heart and spirit,
there's a block party going on in
heaven right now. And nmy ancestors
are saying right now, even ny nother
and ny father -- took a |ot of hours
of therapy to say ny bi ol ogi cal
father -- they are saying, ny single
t eenage nother and him thank you God
for being a vehicle that all owed us
to bring Cherelle in the world. He

even used them
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My grandnot her and ny
grandfather are |istening. And Daddy
is saying, Mary Mason, don't you talk
so long. Sone people, they don't
even know, the young people don't
even know who Mary Mason is. But
Daddy, that was ny grandfather's
ni ckname for ne. And ny G eat-aunt
Vi and ny G eat-grandnother Big Merk,
31st and Lehigh, they are all saying,
she may not have thought that it was
fair, but all of our hard work, the
fruits of our l|abor, |ook at what
it's yielding right now

But this is what she better
not ever do because we'll cone down
fromthe heavens and touch her. If
she ever thinks that any title she
acquires, any academ c credential she
assunes, any professional devel opnent
that she gets, any ounce of power
that she gets, if she begins to get
caught up in reading the headlines
and getting used to people calling

her Madam Mayor and feeling a tad bit
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haughty, we will touch her and rem nd
her that the gifts that have been
pl aced in you are not sinply for you
and your own personal advancenent,
but you are to use themto notivate,
I nspire and encourage ot hers and nake
a difference in the lives of the
peopl e of our great City.

It iswith this in mnd that
I want to make sure that | tal k about
what | prom sed to the people of the
Cty of Philadelphia. | want to
acknow edge that prom se, but | also
want to acknow edge the shoul ders who
| stand on, other wonen in this Cty
who bl azed the path before ne, who
showed ne the way.

| couldn't nake a prom se
l'i ke that which | am about to refer
to had it not been for a | ady naned
August a Al exander C ark, Qussie
Clark. If I hadn't saw braw er by
t he name of Joan Krajewski, fighting
for quality of life. And what about

Roxanne Jones and the C. Del ores
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Tucker, and the first wonman Presi dent
of the Gty Council of Philadel phia
Anna C. Verna. | amnot here but for
their years of efforts, their years
of fight, their years of service.
And | want to give credit where
credit is due because | stand on
t heir shoul ders.

W [ ost Dr. Constance E.
C ayton, who was the Superintendent
of the schools when I was in the
School District of Philadel phia. And
she taught us that we, Philadelphia's
children, were capable of anything if
we received a high-quality,
first-class education. M nentor,
the one and only, the Boss Lady,
Vi ncent Hughes woul d call her the
Boss with the Hot Sauce. |I'm
referring to none other than
Counci | woman Mari an Tasco.

( Appl ause.)

MAYOR PARKER: Thank you.
Who raised ne politically and

governnental |y and showed ne the way
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to reach this historic nmonent. | am
here but for ny bel oved Boss Lady. |
stand on the shoul ders of those
women.

And |'ve got to say about
this gentleman, let ne stop here and
say this about this gentleman. You
hear nme tal k about intergovernnenta
cooperation and working in a
bi parti san manner. |'mnot sure if
Republican State Senator Ward is here
or Leader Pittman or Leader Cutler or
any of ny Republican friends from
Harri sburg are here.

But | want you to know that |
woul d not have known the val ue and
why it was so essential for a
Denocrat from Phil adel phia to have a
relationship with a Republican who
may have cone fromrural Pennsyl vani a
had it not been for a guy who when he
got elected, I was 8 years old, he
was tall and thin and had a whol e | ot
of hair. He is now our Congressman

Dwi ght Evans. G ve hima huge round
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of appl ause.

( Appl ause.)

MAYOR PARKER: Dwi ght was the
one who made ne run for the
St atehouse. | wasn't interested. |
said, who wants to go to Harri sburg.
And Marian Tasco supported himand he
told ne to go to Harrisburg, if you
remenber, and |learn how to be a
| egi slator. Thank you so very nuch,
Dwght. It is some of the greatest
val ue and professional devel opnent
that | have ever added to ny career.
And to you, | want to say thank you.

You all are famliar with
Soni a Sanchez, the great poet. And
she had a poem cal l ed Love Col ored
with an Iron Lace, and that is who
t hese wonen are and Dw ght Evans is
tonme. It is because of them and
because of their faith in nme and your
faith in me that I am standi ng here
t oday.

However, ny Aunt Brenda is

her e. | don't know where she is.
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She said to ne, so you are about to
do sonet hing special and becone the
first woman, the 100th Mayor, and the
first little Black girl fromthe 1900
bl ock of Pittville Street to becone
Mayor of the City of Phil adel phia.
And she says, well, what are you
going to do when even before you get
started? There are naysayers who
doubt the ability to turn the
chal l enges that this Cty is facing
around. Wat are you going to do
when you are trying to nove forward
and proffer solutions, but all sone
folks seemto want to do is wallow in
all that is wong and discuss all of
our woes as if where we are nowis
where we will have to be, what are
you going to do when that happens?

| made sure that | said to
Aunt Brenda, and | want you all to
hold on with ne here, when you hear
nme begin tal ki ng about inpl enenting
the action plan that you have a

tangi bl e copy of, the reason why you
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have a copy of it is because it's a
commtnent to you, and that nmeans |'m
going to get it done because we gave
our word. And when we are working to
I npl ement the goals that are included
in that plan and you hear sone people
doubti ng us before we even get
started, | want you to say to them
Don't throw shade on ny Philly shine.
And the reason why this is inportant

I s because sonetines we forget who we
are. Wth all of our greatness, we
forget what a mghty city that we
real ly are.

And so, | want to say that
that promse that | nmade to people
here in our Gty of Philadel phia,
that when | swore this oath as
Phi | adel phia's 100th Mayor, first
woman to hold the office in 341
years, that | will do so with
humlity, with respect for the 99 who
canme before me and with the sol emm
process that if we work together,

Counci | President Johnson, nenbers of
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this body along wwth each and every
one of you, we would nake

Phi | adel phia the safest, cleanest,
greenest, big city in the nation with
econom ¢ opportunity for all.

| delivered that vision to
you, nenbers of this audience,
residents in our great Cty of
Phi | adel phia. You responded in the
affirmative. And for that, | want
you to know I'mgrateful. | know
it's atall order, but we don't want
peopl e doing what | call becom ng
expert AOPs. You know t hem because
you have themin your own |ives.
These are expert articul ators of
probl ens.

They can go around and around
and around in a circle telling you
about a problem but they are very,
very, very short on delivering
solutions. They will -- it's a
thing. They will begin to rem nd us
that, yes, it's true, a quarter of

our citizens are living in poverty,
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that despite the progress in |owering
t he nunber of hom cides, we still
have far too nmany sensel ess
shootings, too nmuch gun viol ence and
too many illegal guns on the streets
of Phi | adel phi a.

We know t hat our
nei ghbor hoods, they too have been
struggling under lots of blight,
illegal trash-dunpi ng and nui sances
that in essence degrade the quality
of Iife and enjoynent of our bl ocks
and of our communities at |arge. But
I'"'mhere to nention to each of you
today is that we are going to be
| aser-focused on devel opi ng and
i npl enenting solutions to address our
chal | enges and we're going to solve
them for the people of our city.

Because guess what you
deserve to see, and this is going to
sound like a novel idea. You deserve
to see your tax dollars at work in
your nei ghborhoods. And the way that

you can all see, touch and feel, you
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deserve policies that cone fromthe
ground up with the community invol ved
in every step of the way.

Gone are the days where we
spend our tinme and energy focused on
peopl e, places and things that
encourage us to wallow in our woes.
Hear me, we will not feed into that.
As you heard nme say we are proud
Phi | adel phi ans, and | hope you have
wat ched what we have been putting
down recently.

If you pick up that action
plan, you will also know that in
recent weeks we have assenbled a team
of Cabi net nenbers for ny
Adm nistration. And if you put them
together, this group of nen and
wonen, they are bright, they are
sharp, they are focused and they all
share one common denom nator. Quess
what they have in common. They al
have a can-do spirit. They have a
how spirit. They have a we nust rid

our city of this culture of no in
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everything that we are trying to
achi eve.

I want to nake sure people
know this. Nobody shoul d ever cone
to nme and tell nme, Cherelle, | don't
under stand why we are changi ng the
way we sharpen the pencils. W've
been sharpening the pencils this way
for 35 years. And | sharpen 10
pencils a day using the rotary pencil
sharpener and this is the only way we

know how to sharpen pencils here in

the Gty of Philadel phia. | want you
to know that you will have | ost ny
attention.

(Appl ause.)

MAYOR PARKER W nust have a
m ndset of how are we going to do
what | call GIY, how are we going to
get to yes. The first way to get to
yes is by doing this: You assenble a
team of public servants with national
reputations as experts in their
field, frompolicing and public

safety and organi zati onal managenent
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and finance and econom cs and so nmany
ot her areas.

And |I'm proud that we've
appoi nted strong | eaders with strong
ties and experience in the Gty of
Phi | adel phia. Soneone said it's
interesting that a | ot of these
peopl e have |ived here and worked
here already. | said, well, we
| ooked nationally. W just happened
to cone up with the best,
nost-qual i fi ed and connected
candi dates who don't need a GPS to
make it to 52nd and Market Street.
They know how to get there. There is
so nmuch work to be done and we cannot
wait to get started.

Public safety. In our first
100 days included in that plan, ny
Adm nistration will announce specific
plans to increase the nunber of
Phi | adel phi a police officers on our
streets, listen, with the focus on
comunity policing cityw de. Stop,

Cherelle, why is this inmportant? In
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every nei ghborhood in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a, renenber Maya's quote.
W can't get angry because peopl e who
l'ive and work and own a business in
our city have told us on many
occasions that they don't feel safe
in their neighborhood and we can't be
angry at them because they have
publicly expressed to us how t hey
feel.

But this is what we can do.
We can tell themthat we have a right
to do our best to work on rebuilding
trust between our police departnent
and communi ti es who have a reason not
to trust, but to figure out by having
of fi cers engaged in community
policing, walking the beat, riding
the bikes. Oficers there as
guardi ans and not warriors, getting
to know the people that they are
sworn to protect and serve.

Li sten, they're there because
they' re maki ng sure things are okay

on your commercial corridor or at
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your rec center. They are there to
buil d proactive relationships with
you. And | didn't change ny nessage
no matter where | went in the Cty.
And you know what, we can have both.
We can have community policing and
strengt hen those police and comunity
rel ati onships. And we can have
accountability at the sane tine where
we have zero tolerance for any m suse
and/ or abuse of authority under the
Par ker Adm nistration for any |aw
enforcenent official who does not
follow the rules.

Cherell e, how are you going
to do it? W heard you tal k about
community policing. 1'malso going
to declare a public safety energency.
Yes, | am

(Appl ause.)

MAYOR PARKER: W are going
to expeditiously get every avail able
resource into nei ghborhoods, |isten,
struggl e from scourges of crinme, gun

vi ol ence, drugs and addiction. |
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want you to know this: On a personal
note, nothing was nore frustrating
for me on this canpaign trail when
was working to earn your support than
soneone who said to ne, Cherelle, we
thi nk you | ack conpassi on when you
tal k about cleaning up the open air
drug markets that had existed in our
city. Wien you have tal ked about we
have to do that now, you don't sound
very conpassi onat e.

| want to say to each of you
that our Police Comm ssioner Kevin
Bet hel, he's going to deliver plans
for those crises and other crines
i ke car theft, shoplifting, yes,
that retail theft and the illegal use
of ATVs that dimnish our quality of
life. W're going to use a holistic
approach to end in our city the
crime, particularly the
quality-of-life crinmes that we have
seen increase. But we are going to
have a holistic approach to

addressing public health and safety
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in our city.

We're going to stay focused
on what you heard nme refer to as the
Pl E, prevention, intervention and
enforcenent. But | want you to know
I''mnot going to be afraid to nmake
t hose tough decisions. And if
sonebody tells you that we think she
| acks conpassi on because she wants to
be too aggressive in cleaning the
open air dug market, you tell themto
t hi nk about whether or not they woul d
want their nother, father, sister,
brother or |oved one on the streets
openly using intravenous drugs in
front of kids who have to wal k by and
go to school, business owners who are
trying to survive and people in the
community who are sayi ng, please just
don't forget about us.

We're going to have a
dat a-dri ven and research-based
approach that is put together by the
best | aw enforcenent and public

heal t h professionals that we can
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find. But | want you to know
everybody is not going to be happy
when we make sonme of these deci sions.
We're going to make our city safe for
t he people who live here, who work
here and who conme into our city from
t he suburbs and from across the
country and from across the world.

Everybody's tal ki ng about
2026 and are you ready. |If we don't
get our own house in order before a
conpany cones in, if we don't address
public safety, we won't be ready to
recei ve anybody in 2026. | want the
world to know that | amfully
commtted to ending this sense of
| am essness and bringi ng order back
to our city and a sense of
| awf ul ness. End | aw essness. Bring
order back and a sense of | awful ness
right here in our city.

We know that we can do it
when we partner with the conmunity,
t he partnerships come fromthe ground

up, but there has to be, there has to
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be a sense that residents who live in
the Gty of Philadel phia no matter
their zip code deserve to have a high
quality of life in their

nei ghbor hoods.

( Appl ause.)

MAYOR PARKER: | Dbeli eve,
yes, | do believe that everybody
deserves that. Cean and green. |If

you want to irk my nerves, let ne

hear you call our city Filthadel phia.

W will launch a new approach to

addressing quality-of-life issues

like illegal short-dunping, cleaning

up litter and graffiti, fixing

pot hol es and renovi ng abandoned cars.
And y'all know we're not

pl ayi ng because guess what, with

t hose abandoned cars and tractor

trailers, we're going to be calling

our friends at the Phil adel phia

Par ki ng Authority. So that

i nt ergovernnental coll aboration that

we tal k about, when you call us and

you get nmad because a car has been
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parked on your block and weeds are
growi ng through the car, it's been
there, there's no tags, and you get
frustrated that we, the
Counci | menbers, those who are el ected
to public office can't get it noved
fast enough, we are going to have

par t ner shi ps.

And, Mayor John Street, you
shoul d be proud because if there was
anything that | know people
remenbered fromyour tenure in your
office, they will say we wll never
forget Mayor Street renoving all of
t hose abandoned cars fromthe Gty of
Phi | adel phi a nei ghborhoods. So we're
goi ng to have our clean and green
initiatives. And when we do that,
abandon car renoval will be a part of
it.

But we are also going to
expand a successful nei ghborhood-
based conmercial corridor cleaning
program cal l ed PHL Taki ng Care of

Business. Yeah, I'mreally, really
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excited and proud about that. W're
going to organi ze governnment in the
comuni ty and businesses to

col | aboratively clean up our

nei ghbor hoods, beautify our streets
and work towards a nore sustainable
future all wth an eye towards
environnental justice for underserved
and underresourced conmmunities.

Now, on housing, we are going
to create a one-front-door
opportunity for residents to access
all Gty-run hone inprovenent
prograns in one place at one tine
t hrough one application. W wll
develop a vision of what | refer to
as affordable |uxury, that is,
af fordabl e hones with hi gh-end
fixtures for honeowners and renters.

We're going to preserve and
buil d nore affordable housing. And I
tal ked about a goal of building
30,000 nore units of housing. And
we're going to provide nore support

for small busi nesses. Now, we're
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going to also do this and you -- no,
that's sonething to be excited about.

( Appl ause.)

MAYOR PARKER: Because what
"' mabout to say next, sone people
are going to say, is this really
going to get done. W've already
started this. W're going to order a
top-to-bottomreview of the Gty's
Land Bank to better understand the
chal | enges of devel opi ng vacant and
Cty-owned property. And we're going
to work to inprove that process.

If you're like nme, | think
It's unconscionable that we can have
Cty-owned | and and tal k about having
an af fordabl e housi ng conplex. W
have to do what |'ve |learned how to
do, bring everybody to the table at
one tinme. That neans we have to cal
our state partners and say, please
bring PHFA to the table. Call our
federal partners and say, please
bring HUD to the table. W need our

O fice of Planning and Devel opnent at
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the table and every office associ at ed
with the Cty.

And we have to be intentional
about ensuring that the sane ol e
actors who have gotten an opportunity
to devel op these very own properties
and build wealth by devel opi ng these
properties in the Land Bank, that
| ong-t er m owner - occupant s,
particularly Black and Brown people
who |ive in nei ghborhoods throughout
our city, they too deserve access to
the opportunity to becone devel opers
and build wealth in their Cty.

(Appl ause.)

MAYOR PARKER It's not an
either-or. |If we work together, it's
an and. We'Ill need the Buil ding
Trades. We will again need all of
our federal, state and | ocal partners
and we're going to need the best and
t he brightest housing counseling
agencies. And quite frankly, nmenbers
of the devel opnment community who are

i nterested and nake a sol emn
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comm tnment that they do want to be a
part of growing the future of
Phi | adel phi a.

Next, we want to tal k about
econom ¢ opportunity. People have
of ten asked nme how and why do you
think you'll stand in a day. |'m
st andi ng because ny education and ny
village and ny training hel ped to put
me on a path to self-sufficiency. W
want all people on a path to self-
sufficiency here in the Gty of
Phi | adel phia, but they can't do that
wi t hout access to an econom c
opportunity, a career, |earning new
skills so that they can earn a |iving
wage, have health care, earn
retirenment security and take care of
their famlies. And | want each and
every one of you who are here today
to know that we can't do that w thout
t he business conmunity.

|'ve been so frustrated over
the past few years at tines when |'ve

seen this us versus themattitude as

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




I nauguration -- Stated Meeting
01/ 02/ 2024

138

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

it relates to businesses as if

Phi | adel phi a doesn't need busi nesses
open here in our city. Wen you take
a |l ook at our revenue that we
generate to pay bills here in the
City of Phil adel phia and you realize
what a significant contribution wage,
busi ness privilege and net profits
tax bring here in the Cty of

Phi | adel phia, you know we need to do
what |'m about to state for the
record.

W're going to -- within our
first 100 days, we're going to
announce our PHL Open for Business
Initiative that is going to do, and I
hope you get this, exactly what the
Counci|l President noted in his
remarks. We're going to reduce the
red tape that it takes and how it
makes it harder to do business here
in our city, by requiring every
departnent to submt to ny office a
list of the unnecessary permts and

regul ations that we can elimnate so
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that we can nake it easier for you to
do business here in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

(Appl ause.)

MAYOR PARKER: So while |'ve
seen a | ot of people over the years
stand up and give great speeches,

' ve al ways been a tangi bl e-based
out conme person. On day 1, we want
t he busi ness comunity to know t hat
Phi | adel phia is officially open for
busi ness. W are open for business
here in the Gty of Philadel phia.

This is al so sonethi ng that
we're going to do. W're going to
elimnate the coll ege degree
requi rements for many City of
Phi | adel phia jobs so that people with
real -lived |life experiences, that
they can lend their expertise toward
maki ng our city better and open the
door for those good-paying job
opportunities, listen, right here in
the Gty of Phil adel phia governnent.

We can do that now.
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We've done that. W' ve
started to do that already here in
the Cty of Phil adel phia for sone
enpl oynent opportunities, but we nust
do that across the board. W can
followin the footsteps of Maryl and
al ong with our great Commonweal th and
our Governor Josh Shapiro. But we
want to nmake sure that we renove any
barriers to access to opportunities
that don't allow our people to be put
on a path to self-sufficiency.

We are really excited about
this agenda. W' re excited about
under econom ¢ opportunity having
sonet hing that we never had in the
City of Phil adel phia before. People
seemto have us focused on neasuring
these nunbers in diversity, equity
and inclusion. And a |lady nane Della
Cl arke and a guy naned Harol d Epps
are beating ne over the head all of
the time saying, if you don't nake it
sonebody's job to nonitor the success

of m nority-owned busi nesses, we w ||
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never be able to advance and nmake the
case for the capital that we need,
because it's not another program
It's access to capital to nove these
busi nesses al ong.

So we're going to be focused
on mnority business success. W
will have a direct appointnent to the
Ofice of the Mayor, and we w ||
convene our business roundtable. And
we're going to bring together |ocal,
state and federal officials along
wi th our business | eaders who have a
stake in the econom c success of our
city so that we can tap into the
I ntell ectual resources of
Phi | adel phia and truly try to create
econom c opportunities for everyone.

As it relates to education, |
sat on a canpaign trail, and | nean
this whol eheartedly, we're going to
devel op a conprehensive strategy to
provi de neani ngful out-of-school
prograns and job opportunities for

students outside of regular schoo
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hours.

W' re going to prepare
strategy for school building
noder ni zati on and work closely with
the School District on its own plan
for school facilities. Listen, you
heard ne say |'ma teacher. CQur
children have the sane right to cone
to school and receive a 21st century
education in a clean, nodern school
building with state-of-the-art
facilities and equi pnent as does any
ot her child anywhere in this
Commonweal t h.

And | don't care if they go
to a traditional public or charter or
parochi al school. Well, we know what
our obligation is to traditiona
public schools. It won't be an us
versus them W're going to be
focused on building quality seats and
we're going to be focused on
listening to the people who are doing
the work on a daily basis who are in

our classroons. CQur teachers, our
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adm ni strators, the people on the
ground up so that they can provide us
wi t h gui dance and instruction on what
we need to give themin the classroom
so that we can be successful.

Way is this inportant?
Because that's the only way we're
going to be able to keep our schools
open from7:30 in the norning to
6:00 p.m at night year-round. |
want you to imagi ne the academ c
enri chnment prograns and the job
prograns, the workforce devel opnent,
again the Building Trades. If we're
bui | di ng new school s, training our
children to build those schools, if
we' re buil di ng new houses, affordable
units on market rate, how about
trai ning our young people to be
prepared for those opportunities.

We have exceptional colleges
and uni versities, so that high school
graduates are ready to enter the
wor kforce. |If we don't find a way to

have this out-of-school-tine
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training, we're going to mss a great
opportunity to train our next
generation of |eaders. Wat does the
| onger hours nean? It neans that
parents who are working, they don't
have to worry about trying to juggle
childcare and earn a living to
support their famly at the sane
tine.

They don't have to feel
guilty about I want to take these
hours of overtinme, but | need to get
to school to pick up ny child at the
same tine. W're going to do
outreach, allowng ny teamand | to
hear directly fromthose teachers and
counsel ors and those principals on
how to best attract, retain and how
to support them

And we're going to seek out
commtted citizens, and | want you to
hear ne clearly, to serve our
students as nmenbers of the School
Board. Soneone said, Cherelle,

you' re shouting that out |oud but
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they don't get paid. |It's one of the
nost inportant acts of public service
that you could ever contribute to the
Cty of Philadel phia. And we just
need nore people to consider having
access to the opportunity and not
only those people who can afford to
sort of mount sone kind of canpai gn.

W need those of you who are
in this audi ence and Phil adel phi ans
fromacross this Cty who have a
passi on and sone academ c and
educati onal experience and real-life
lived experience as it relates to
public education to want to be able
to help us with this effort.

The final issue that | want
to talk to you all about is sonething
that | nmentioned that | wasn't sure a
| ot of people understood. | like
things to be organized. And | have
never seen here in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a an organi zed structure
that allowed the Adm nistration to

work directly with the business
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comunity, the faith-based comunity
and the intergovernnental comunity.

W will be establishing three
roundt abl es and these three
roundt ables w Il each have working
groups, subject nmatter experts, for
exanple, the growh and |ife sciences
and biotech, institutions of higher
| ear ni ng, our Chanbers of Conmerce,
wor kf or ce devel opnent training
prograns. W want to bring all of
these entities together.

The people who wll be
announced very shortly who have been
sel ected to becone a part of the
Mayor's business roundtable we w ||
announce them shortly, but we are
going to lean on this group of
i ndi vidual s along with the business
comunity at large to help us solicit
and devel op better ideas for how Gty
Hal | can serve all of the different
constituenci es and needs of our
di verse city.

Let me be clear again, these
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roundt ables w Il have active vehicles
to make and i nplenent new policy in
this Gty. So we want your ideas on
how we can be nore successful. W
hope you will listen to our cause for
your | eadership to participate and
that you will definitely respond.

| want you to know that |
know this is a |lot that we've
prom sed. Al this we prom se, we do
and nore. And | believe in a city
governnent that our people can see,
touch and feel with visible actions
hel pi ng peopl e at the nei ghborhood
| evel, we want a governnent that can
scal e i npact, take a solid program
expand what works, tweak what doesn't
and serve nore Phil adel phi ans.

W want a revival a few
bl ocks fromhere at Gty Hall, a Gty
Hal | that brings out the best of
Philly with a nore efficient
governnent, one that hears people, is
an enpl oyer of choice and relies on

i ntergovernnental collaboration to
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bring nore resources to our city.

There will no | onger be a
tale of two cities in Philadel phia.
We are going to close the gap between
t he haves and the have-nots. W're
going to put people on the path of
self-sufficiency. And what we're
going to do is work on giving people
the ability to take care of
t hensel ves.

On this day |I'masking you to
hel p me again. You hel ped ne get
here and stand before you today
during this history-nmaking nonent.
And | don't want you to judge ne
solely by what |'m about to say, but
| need your help one nore tine. |
pronounce that |I'm not superwoman. |
can't do this alone. W need each
and every one of you to be engaged.

When you get a call from your
Cty governnent asking you to serve
on a commttee or on a board,
especially when it conmes tine for us

to get into neighborhoods and we talk
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about havi ng our faith-based
roundt abl es, conduct our information
neeti ngs about educational and

enpl oynent opportunities with the
Cty of Phil adel phia, we need those
bl ocks organi zed and we need you
engaged. And it's going to take all
of us, the entire Cty.

Wth that being said,

Phi | adel phia, | want people of you
every race, class, socioecononic
status and gender, every religion all
com ng together. | know you w ||
join me. | have all of the hope in
the world that you will join ne. |
hope you' ve been feeling a sense of
renewed energy.

Peopl e have said it to ne,
Cherelle, we feel sonething that we
haven't felt in the Gty of
Phi | adel phia in a very, very, very
long tinmne. And | said to them thank
you. But if you don't want that
feeling to go away, you got to make

sure you're willing to roll up your
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sl eeves and go to work with us.

Phi | adel phia, | thank you so
very much for this opportunity. |
want you all to say this with ne.
Now, you've heard it referenced
today. The vision was safer,
cl eaner, greener with access to
econom ¢ opportunity for all. But if
we all work together, | said that we
woul d be working to build one Philly,
acity united. But it's not real
unl ess you say it with ne.

Everybody put your 1s in the
air. Let nme hear you all say, One
Philly, a united city.

(One Philly, a united city.)

MAYOR PARKER: | | ove you,
Philly, and together we're going to
get to work. Thank you.

(St andi ng ovation.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Let's give the next 100th Mayor of
the Cty of Phil adel phia another real

bi g round of appl ause pl ease.

( Appl ause.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
So we have a coupl e of housekeeping
itenms. We're not done just yet. |
want to take a nonent to acknow edge
Mayor Shawyn Paterson who travel ed
from-- Mayor Shawyn Patterson- Howard
of M. Vernon, New York, who is head
of the African Anerican Mayors
Associ ati on who canme here today to
support Mayor Cherelle Parker. Can
we give hima round of appl ause.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON: |
want to also circle back and
acknow edge agai n and thank the
Honor abl e Marcia L. Fudge, past
Nat i onal President of Delta Sigm
Theta Sorority, Inc., former Mayor,
former Congresswonan and current
Secretary of the United States
Depart nent of Housing and Urban
Devel opnment for taking time out of
her schedul e and bei ng here today.
Let's give her another round of

appl ause.
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(Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

At this tinme, | want to rem nd Bible-
hol ders to please follow the program
W will swear in the retention judges
of the Common Pleas Court. Next,
foll owed by new y-el ected judges of

t he Common Pl eas Court.

If you are participating in
this part of the program please nmake
your way to the stage al ongsi de the
aisle on the right side of the venue
as you face the stage and followthe
signs for further direction.

But next we have anot her
performance by Enon Baptist Choir.
Let's give thema round of appl ause.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
And they wll be perform ng "Even
ne."

(Enon Tabernacl e Bapti st
Church Mass Choir perforns.)

(Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON: |
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want to thank the Enon Tabernacl e
Bapti st Church Mass Choir for that
per f or mance.

At this tinme, | nowinvite
Ar chbi shop Nel son Perez of the
Archdi ocese of Phil adel phia to offer
a prayer for our city.

ARCHBI SHOP PEREZ: Toget her
| et us pray.

A good and |l oving God. W,
the people of the Gty of
Phi | adel phia, cone before you to
bl ess your nanme and ask your favor
upon us. W bless and praise you,
Alm ghty God, for the new governnent
| eadership in our city, especially
for our new Mayor Cherelle Parker.

Wth the | ongstandi ng val ues
of religious tolerance, cultural
pluralism |iberty of conscious of
Wl 1liam Penn who stands on top of
Cty Hall, wll be the hall mrk of
our Adm nistration as they have
guided the City fromits beginning to

its presence.

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




I nauguration -- Stated Meeting 154
01/ 02/ 2024

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

We ask you, Al m ghty God,
with this new year and a new Mayor
and those who will govern with her to
bri ng peace to our streets and end to
vi ol ence in our nei ghborhoods. WMy
the poor, the unsheltered, the
mar gi nal i zed be provided the services
they need to live with dignity.

May good order, justice and
regard for all the rights of al
becone the conmon project of those
who govern and those who are
governed. May all in this Cty have
hope and a future filled wth great
prom se. W make this prayer with
every confidence of the nearness of
God to all people. Anmen.

(Amen.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

G ve Archbi shop Perez a round of
appl ause.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON: |
just want to rem nd everyone to

pl ease keep your voices down because
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we are still officiating and
swearing-in of other elected
of ficials.

At this tinme, Chair now
invites the newy-elected officials
to take the oath of office in the
presence of Gty Council, the Myor
and other dignitaries. Wuld the
retention judges of the Conmon Pl eas
Court please rise and take the oath
of office. The Cerk will read the
certificates of elections for the
retention judges for the Comonweal th
of the Court of Common Pl eas.

CH EF CLERK: Jacqueline F.
Al'l en, G ovanni O Canpbell, Anne
Marie B. Coyle, Rany |I. Djerassi, Joe
Fernandes, Holly J. Ford, J. Scott
O Keefe, Paula A Patrick, Sierra
Thomas Street and N na Wi ght
Padilla, at an el ection held Novemnber
7, 2023, you were duly retained Judge
of the Comon Pl eas of Phil adel phia
County for a ten-year term

commenci ng the first Monday of
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January 2024.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Honorable Nina Wight Padill a,
Presi dent Judge of the Common Pl eas
Court of Philadel phia will adm nister
the oath of office.

JUDGE WRI GHT PADI LLA: Thank
you. Pl ease place your left hand on
the Bible and rai se your right hand
and repeat after ne.

(Cath of office
adm ni stered.)

JUDGE WRI GHT PADI LLA:

Fel i ci dades. Congratul ati ons.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Congratul ati ons, everyone.

The Chair now invites the
new y-el ect ed judges of the Common
Pleas Court to please rise and take
the oath of office. The Cerk wll
read the certificates of election for
the new y-el ected judges of the Court
of Common Pl eas.

CH EF CLERK: Jessica Brown,
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James J. Ei senhower, Danmaris Garci a,
Chesl ey Lightsey, Brian J.
McLaughlin, John Padova, Elvin P.
Ross, Rajinderpal Singh Sandher,

Nat asha Tayl or-Smth, Caroline
Turner, Tam ka Washi ngton, Samant ha
J. WIllianms and Kay Yu, at an

el ection held Novenber 7, 2023 you
wer e dul y-el ected Judge of the Court
of Common Pl eas for the Phil adel phia
County for a ten-year term
comrenci ng the first Monday of
January 2024.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Judge Nina Padilla Wight wll
adm ni ster the oath of office.

JUDGE WRI GHT PADI LLA: Thank
you. Pl ease excuse ny back. Pl ease
pl ace your |left hand on the Bible.
Rai se your right hand and repeat
after ne.

(Cath of office
adm ni stered.)

JUDGE WRI GHT PADI LLA:

Fel i ci dades. Congratul ati ons.
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(Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Congratul ati ons, everyone.

At this tinme, | wll rem nd
Bi bl e-hol ders that we will swear in
the retention judges of the Muinici pal
Court. Next, followed by the
new y-el ected judges of the Muini ci pal
Court.

If you are participating in
these parts of the program please
make your way to the stage along the
aisle on the right side of the venue
as you face the stage and follow the
signs for further direction.

The Chair now invites the
retention judges of the Muinici pal
Court of Phil adel phia to stand and
take the oath of office. The Cerk
will please read the certificate of
el ection for the retention judges of
t he Munici pal Court of Phil adel phi a.

CH EF CLERK: Mari ssa
Brumbach, WIlIliam A Meehan, Jr.,
Bradl ey K Mss, David C.  Shuter,
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Karen Yvette Simmons and Marvin Louis
Wl lianms, at an election held
Novenber 7, 2023 you were duly

retai ned Judge of the Municipal Court
of Phil adel phia County for a six-year
term comrencing the first Monday of
January 2024.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Honorabl e Patrick Dugan,

Presi dent Judge of the Phil adel phi a
Muni ci pal Court will adm nister the
oath of office.

JUDGE DUGAN: Yes, we're
going to wait for a Bible-hol der
pl ease. Chaz, Chaz Simmons, we need
you.

G ve Chaz a round of
appl ause.

( Appl ause.)

JUDGE DUGAN: Judges, pl ace
your left hand on the Bible. Raise
your right hand and repeat after ne.

(Cath of office
adm ni stered.)

JUDGE DUGAN
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Congr atul ati ons.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Congr at ul ati ons.

The Chair now invites the
new y-el ect ed judges of the Muini ci pal
Court of Philadel phia to stand and
take the oath of office. The Cerk
will please read the certificates of
el ection for the newl y-el ected judges
of the Minicipal Court of
Phi | adel phi a.

CH EF CLERK: Col | een
Mclntyre Osborne and Barbara Susan
Thomson, at an el ection held Novenber
7, 2023, you were duly-el ected Judge
of the Minicipal Court of
Phi | adel phia for a six-year term
commencing the first Monday of
January 2024.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Honor abl e Judge Dugan w ||
adm ni ster the oath of office.

JUDCGE DUGAN: Pl ace your |eft
hand on the Bible. Raise your right
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hand and repeat after ne.

(Cath of office
adm ni stered.)

JUDGE DUGAN:
Congr at ul ati ons.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
At this tinme, | wll rem nd
Bi bl e-hol ders that we will swear in
the Gty Conmm ssioners next, followed
by the Sheriff, the Cty Controller
and the Register of WIls in that
or der.

If you are participating in
these parts of the program please
make your way to the stage along the
aisle on the right side of the venue
as you face the stage and follow the
signs for further direction. Thank
you.

The Chair now invites the
City Comm ssioners to stand as their
nanmes are called. They are Lisa M
Deel ey, Omar Sabir and Seth

Bl uesteen -- Bluestein. The Chief
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Cerk will read the certificates of
el ection for the Gty Conm ssioners.

CH EF CLERK: Lisa M Deel ey,
Orar Sabir and Seth Bluestein, at an
el ection held Novenber 7, 2023 you
were dul y-elected Gty Conm ssioners
of Phil adel phia County for a term of
four years, comencing the first
Monday of January 2024.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Carolyn H N chols, Judge of
Pennsyl vani a Superior Court, wll
adm ni ster the oath of office.

JUDCGE NI CHOLS: Good
af ternoon. Everybody ready?

(Yes.)

JUDGE NICHOLS: Al right.
Pl ace your left hand on the Holy
Book. Raise your right hand and
repeat after ne.

(GCath of office
adm ni stered.)

JUDGE NI CHOLS:

Congrat ul ati ons.

( Appl ause.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Congratul ati ons.

The Chair invites the new y-
el ected Sheriff of Phil adel phi a,
Rochelle Bilal, to stand and take the
oath of office. The Cerk wll
pl ease read the certificate of
el ection for the Sheriff of
Phi | adel phi a.

CH EF CLERK: Rochelle Bilal,
at an el ection held Novenber 7, 2023
you were duly-elected Sheriff of the
Cty of Philadel phia for a four-year
term comencing the first Mnday of
January 2024.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Judge Nichols will admnister the
oath of office.

JUDGE NI CHOLS: Al ready?

(Yes.)

JUDGE NICHOLS: All right.
Pl ace your |left hand on book of
choi ce, the Holy Book. Raise your
right hand and repeat after ne.

(Cath of office
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adm ni stered.)

JUDGE NI CHOLS:
Congrat ul ati ons.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Congratul ati ons, Sheriff.

The Chair now invites Christy
Brady, Cty Controller, to stand to
take her oath of office. The Chief
Clerk will read the certificate of
el ection for the Gty Controller.

CH EF CLERK: Christy Brady,
at an el ection held Novenber 7, 2023,
you were duly-elected City Controller
of the Gty of Philadel phia for a
four-year term comencing the first
Monday of January 2024.

JUDGE NI CHOLS: Everybody
ready?

(Yes.)

JUDGE NICHOLS: All right.
Pl ace your left hand on the Bible.
Rai se your right hand and repeat
after ne.

(Cath of office
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adm ni stered.)

JUDGE NI CHOLS:
Congrat ul ati ons.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Congrat ul ati ons.

The Chair now invites John
Sabatina, Register of WIlls, to stand
and take the oath of office. The
Chief Cerk will read the
certification of election for the
Regi ster of WIlls. That's actually
John Sabatina, Sr.

CH EF CLERK: John Sabati na,
Sr., at an election held Novenber 7,
2023, you were duly-el ected Register
of WIlls of the Gty of Phil adel phia
for a four-year term commencing the
first Monday of January 2024.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The oath of office wll be
adm ni stered to the Register of WIlls
by his son, the Honorable John
Sabatina, Jr., Judge of the Conmmon
Pl eas Court of Phil adel phi a.
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JUDGE SABATI NA:  Thank you.
Thank you. Please place your |eft
hand on the Bible. Raise your right
and repeat after ne.

(GCath of office
adm ni stered.)

JUDGE SABATI NA:
Congrat ul ati ons.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Congratul ati ons. And al so,
congratulations to all of the newy-
el ected officials today.

At this tinme, we have a
speci al nusical presentation for our
newl y-el ected Mayor. In honor of
Mayor Parker's historic win as the
first woman Mayor of the City of
Phi | adel phia, we invited the
Phi | adel phia Grls Choir to performa
special nel -- nelody nusical
arrangenent. In the past, the
Phi | adel phi a Boys Choir has al ways
performed at previous inaugurations.

This will be the first tine
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the Phil adel phia Grls Choir is
joining us, and we felt the choir's
i naugur al perfornmance before the
first femal e Mayor of our city.
Please join me in welcom ng the
Phi |l adel phia Grl's Choir to perform
"Rise up & Stand For Sonet hing, "
arranged by Dr. Tony Hall, Adjunct
Music I nstructor at Cheyney and
Li ncol n Universities and Phil adel phi a
Grl's Choir Music Director Nathan
Wadl ey. The choir is being directed
this norning by Associate Misic
Director Laura Harnon.

Let's give these young | adi es
a real big round of appl ause.

( Appl ause.)

(Phil adel phia Grls Choir
performns.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Let's give thema real big round of
appl ause, y'all. That's our future.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

At this tine, the Chair now invites
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Ar chbi shop Mary Fl oyd Pal ner,

Presi ding Bi shop and President of the
Phi | adel phia Council of Cergy to
give a final prayer. | ask al
nmenbers and guests to pl ease stand
for the benediction.

ARCHBI SHOP FLOYD PALMER: Let
us bow our heads.

It is because of your nmercy,
God, that we are not consuned. They
are new, every norning great is your
faithful ness. For this day ordained
by you that we are here to wtness,
we thank you.

We ask continued protection
and wi sdom over our bel oved Mayor.
Qur el ected nmenbers of Gty Counci
along with its | eader, the Council
President, all of the judges to
mai ntain fairness and to exact
justice with nercy.

For all of the other elected
officials, our Sheriff, our Register
of WIlls, our Gty Comm ssioners and

our Controller, we thank you for them
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and their oath and public pledge to
serve with fidelity. Now, God, we
have spent our tinme well. W thank
you for this nmonent in history and we
gi ve you prai se.

May the Lord bl ess you and
keep you. My the Lord nake his face
to shine upon you and be gracious
unto you. My the Lord lift his
count enance upon you and gi ve you
peace. My the Lord preserve you
fromall evil if you're going out and
you're comng in, in your rising and
in your setting so that goodness and
nercy will follow on the days of your
life. And for that we say God bl ess
you. In the nane of the Father, our
creator, in the name of the Son,
Jesus, ny Savior whom| |ive, nove
and have ny being. |In the nane of
the Holy Spirit or the Holy Ghost
that covers and keep us. Anen, anen
and anmen. God bl ess you.

(Amen.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Thank you, Archbishop, for your
Inspiring words. Can everyone pl ease
be seat ed.

Qur final nusical selection
today is the Monunental Bapti st
Church Choir who will perform
“"Arerica the Beautiful." The choir
is directed by Mnister Gary Tayl or.

(Monunent al Bapti st Church
Choir perforns.)

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON: |
don't think |I've heard that one
before. Rem nd ne of Marvin Gaye.
Let's give them another round of
appl ause pl ease, the Mnunent al
Bapti st Church Choir.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

As we concl ude the cerenony, | want
to thank the I naugural Commttees,
specifically Wendy Prescott as wel |
as Mary Ellen. | want to give thema
shout-out for taking the | ead and

organi zing this event and for
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everyone who participated in nmaking
this day a success.

| want to also ask for -- say
| want to personally just say
congratul ations to all ny coll eagues.
Let's give thema round of appl ause
for being re-elected for their
el ecti on.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
And al so, let's give our Mayor
Cherel |l e Parker another round of
appl ause.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair now recogni zes Majority
Leader Council menber Kat herine
G I nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you,
M. President. | nove that Counci
stand adj ourned until Thursday,
January 25th, 2024 at 10:00 a. m

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you, M. President. | second the
nmot i on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the Council stand
adj ourned until Thursday, January
25th of 2024 at 10:00 a. m

Al in favor, let it be known
by sayi ng aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and this Council
stands adj ourned until Thursday,
January 25th of 2024 at 10:00 a.m
Thank you very nmuch. And
congratul ati ons, everyone.

( Appl ause.)

(Stated Meeting adj ourned at
2:15 p.m)

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




I nauguration -- Stated Meeting
01/ 02/ 2024

173

© 00 ~N oo o M~ W N P

=
(@)

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

CERTI FI CATI ON

I, hereby certify that the proceedi ngs
and evidence noted are contained fully and
accurately in the stenographic notes taken by
me in the foregoing natter, and that this is

a correct transcript of the sane.

__Q_Xb____w\__g_@Mu

TANEHA CARROLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of this
transcri pt does not apply to any reproduction
of the sane by any neans, unless under the
di rect control and/or supervision of the

certifying reporter.)
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