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COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Good afternoon,
everyone. Welcone to Philadel phia Gty Council's
Commttee on Streets and Services. | note that
t he hour has conme. Before we start, | just want
to wish a happy Mother's Day to all the nothers
in the room

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG M. Pullin, would
you please call the roll?

THE CLERK:  Counci | nenber Ahmad?

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD:  Yes.

THE CLERK:  Counci | menber Bass?

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:  Present.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber Brooks?
Counci | menber Harrity?

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY:  Present.

THE CLERK: Council menber Squill a?

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  Present.

THE CLERK: Counci | nenber Young?

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Present. Thank
you, M. Pullin. Also joining us is
Counci | renber Rue Landau. Note for the record
that a quorumof the commttee is present and

this hearing is now called to order.
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This is a public hearing of the
Commttee on Streets and Services consi dering
testinmony on bill nunbers 240119, 240183, 240184,
240191, 240221, 240239, 240240, 240243, 240250,
240282, 240301, 240302, 240328, 240329, 240331,
240334, and 240335. The chair recogni zes Vice
Chair Squilla for a notion on bill nunber 240328.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  Thank you M.
Chair. At the request of the sponsor,
Counci | menber Gauthier, | nove that bill nunber
240328 be w t hdr awn.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG ~ Second.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Second.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG It has been noved
and properly seconded that bill nunber 240328 be
wi thdrawn. All those in favor of the notion wll
signify by saying aye.

(Chorus of ayes.)

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG Al l opposed?

Ayes have it. The notion carries and bill nunber
240328 has been withdrawn. M. Pullin, would you
pl ease read the title of the first bill?

THE CLERK: Bill nunber 240221 entitled

“Aut hori zing the procurenent conm ssioner to
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enter into a contract for the construction of a
sewer and appurtenant work required to provide
public sewer service in the 600 and 700 Bl ocks of
Hendren Street, under certain terns and
condi tions."

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG M. Pullin, would
you please call the next witness to testify on
this bill?

THE CLERK: The first witness to
testify is Laura Copel and, assistant deputy
conmm ssioner for the Phil adel phia Water
Depart nent.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Good afternoon.
Coul d you pl ease state your nane for the record
and proceed with your testinony?

M5. COPELAND: Sure. M nanme is Laura
Copel and. Good afternoon, Chairman Young and
menbers of the Cormittee on Streets and Services.
| am Laura Copel and, assi stant deputy
conm ssi oner for education, comrunity engagenent,
and government affairs for the Phil adel phia Water
Depart nent .

|"mhere to testify in support of bill

nunber 240221, sponsored by Council menber Jones,
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aut hori zi ng the procurenent comm ssioner to enter
into a contract for the construction of a sewer
and appurtenant work required to provide public
sewer service in the 600 and 700 Bl ocks of
Hendren Street.

The i npacted properties on these -- on
t hese bl ocks of Hendren Street are currently
served by private septic tanks, which are
reaching the end of their service life and w |
require the installation of a public sewer as
soon as possible to provide sanitary service to
the properties. There is no access to the rear
yards for septic tank repair, naintenance, or
repl acenent. And the property size does not
al l ow for proper septic tank installation.

I f unaddressed, this situation has the
potential to result in unsanitary conditions that
could ultimately require condemation of the
properties. PWD respectfully requests that this
bill be reported favorably out of this commttee
and that the rules of council be suspended to
allow for first reading of this bill at the next
session of Cty Council. Thank you for the

opportunity to appear before you today. |'m
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happy, happy to answer any questions.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you, M.
Copel and. Are there any questions of this
w tness by nenbers of the commttee?
Counci | menber Bass.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: (Good norni ng.

M5. COPELAND: Good norni ng.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: So ny col | eague
and |, Councilmn Squilla, were just conferring
because we, we have a nunber of private sewers
t hat have these sane situations in which -- you
know, trying to get themonto the public |ine,
essentially.

And so, can you talk a little bit about
how we're able to do that in this particul ar case
and ot her situations and how we m ght be able to
bring nore of these private sewers online to the
public systenf? Because in parts of South
Phi | adel phia, in parts of Germantown, they're
very prevalent. So if you could just give us
sone insight into that.

M5. COPELAND: Thank you for your
guestion. | actually have a coll eague here with

me today. His nanme is Alex Vencius. He'll be
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here to answer any questions with regard to that.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you.

Pl ease state your nane for the record and begin
your testinony.

MR, VENCIUS: Yes. M nanme is Alex
Vencius. So the -- first off, to address this
specific situation, there's currently no private
sewer here. These are all on-lot systens, so
septic tanks. So there's, there's, there's no
sewer infrastructure in the street on, on Hendren
Street right now.

So | think when you refer to a private
sewer, | think you're neaning a sewer that was
built by private devel opnent, which has continued
to serve properties that is not under city's
ownership or ownership of the water departnent.
So -- and this specific caseis a -- is alittle
--isalittle different fromthat. So as far as
addressi ng those, those private sewers, |'m not
sure if that's really within the scope of, of
this, this bill.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Ckay. So -- |

see. So these are -- because they're septic
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systens. And that's separate fromthe sewer
systens, the private sewer systens?
MR. VENCI US: Correct. Yes.
COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: But -- so -- but,
I, | guess, you know, what we really want to
figure out is how do we get sone of these private

sewer systens online?

MR VENCIUS: Well -- so how -- we, we
have done that for a number -- | think dive
Street was a recent one. It was street in

Fai rnount that was served by private sewers. And
that, that was -- that cane about as a simlar
unsanitary condition that was identified by one
of the, the property owners. But | think
typically, howa ot of this happens is the, the
residents forma petition.

And they, they petition the city to get
a public sewer built in the street. So the Water
Departnent -- as far as the Water Depart nent
assum ng ownership of private sewers, the -- you
know, assum ng ownership of -- and mai ntenance of
those sewers is, is -- could be problemtic,
because we weren't -- we don't know what

standards those sewers were built to, which is
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why, rather than assune ownership of private
sewer, we would typically prefer to --

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Rebui | d?

MR. VENCI US: Just -- yeah, rebuild,
yeah, with, with the backing of the conmunity,
whi ch conmes fromthe petition

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Well, | think
that, you know, gathering a petition won't take
any problemat all. | don't want to bel abor the
poi nt because | know we have a lot of bills to
hear today, but I, | just -- you know, |'mglad
to hear that the Water Departnent is open to
havi ng t hese ki nds of conversations about
bringing these systens online. And we've -- |
know we' ve tal ked about it in the past, and we've
had varyi ng degrees of conversation and success.

But if you just did one recently, you
said in Fairnount, then | have a | ot of hope
that, you know, we can nove sone of those
activities up to Germantown or over to South
Phi | adel phia so we can get -- see nore of the
sanme because there's definitely a need, so --

t hank you, M. Chairnman.
COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you,
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Counci lwoman. |If you could -- if you could send
over to us, | guess, what the procedure is in
order to have a private sewer conme online or a
new -- a new public sewer be built, that would be
hel pful for us as a -- as a council as we, you
know, talk to our constituents.

M5. COPELAND: Yes. W can do that.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA: | have one
guestion too. Wen that happens, and it's a
private sewer, the private residents are
responsible to rebuild that private sewer. But
if it does becone a public sewer, who pays for
the installation of the public sewer? The city?

MR. VENCI US: Yeah. Public sewer would
be paid by capital funds. There is an assessnent
fee per city for Phil adel phia Code that we | evy
to the - to the property owners. It's a --

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  There's -- so
each property woul d be assessed?

MR. VENCI US: Excuse ne?

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA: Each property
woul d be assessed a fee?

MR. VENCI US: Yeah. 1It's based on your

frontage to the street.
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COUNCI LVMEMBER SQUI LLA:  Ckay.

MR. VENCIUS: | don't renenber off the
top of ny head what the dollar anpunt is. It --
| think it's the sanme anount as it was when it
was originally witten. So it has -- it's, it's,
it's -- has little consequence to, to actually
I npacting the total cost of the sewer at, at, at
this day and age.

But it is still per Phil adel phia Code
that we, we assess those properties at that, that
cost. So that can be done either via -- the
contractor will collect those fees as they're
building it or -- | think there's the option to

charge the, the residents on their, their water

sewer bill.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  Their water
bill?

MR. VENCI US: Yeabh.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA: Al right.
Thank you.

MR VENCIUS: It's a case by case
basis. Thank you.
COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you. Are

there any other questions for these w tnesses?
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Seei ng none, thank you for your testinony.

M5. COPELAND: Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG M. Pullin, would
you please read the title of the next bill?

THE CLERK: Bill nunber 240240, titled
"“Amendi ng section 9-203 of the Phil adel phi a Code,
entitled Sidewal k Sales, to revise and clarify
certain provisions related to city parks and
recreation facilities and nake related technica
changes, all under certain terns and conditions."

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG.  Thank you, M.
Pullin. Please call the next w tness.

THE CLERK: The next witness to testify
I's Susan Sl awson, comm ssioner for the Depart nent
of Parks and Recreati on.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Good afternoon,
Ms. Sl awson. Please state your nanme and proceed
wi th your testinony.

MS. SLAWSON: (Good afternoon, Susan
Sl awson. Good afternoon, Chair Young and nenbers
of the commttee. M nane is Susan Sl awson, and
| serve as the comm ssioner of Parks and
Recreation. Joining ne today are Deputy

Conmmi ssi oner Susan Buck and park stewardship
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adm ni strator, Elisa Ruse-Esposito.

' m pl eased to appear before you today
on behal f of Mayor Parker's adm nistration and
the departnent in support of Gty Council bill
nunber 240240 introduced by Council menber
Gauthier. The bill revises and clarifies certain
code provisions related to vending and PPR
facilities.

Si nce the beginning of the Covid-19
panden c, Phil adel phia's parks have served as a
lifeline to our residents in so many ways, pl aces
to play, to serve, to connect, and anbng many
other things, to vend. Wile the staff of PPR
does a hercul ean job, work providing desirable
programm ng, safe facilities, and engagi ng
out door spaces, the patrons of our park spaces
have certain needs that can be best net by
i ndustrious sidewal k vendors who set up shop.

Wiile we celebrate their
entrepreneurshi p and appreciate how their
of ferings can enhance the attractiveness of PPR
facilities, we nust provide a process for when
and where people set up to vend and where around

our parks. Transparent, reasonable, accessible,

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Streets and Services
05/ 10/ 2024

14

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

5/10/ 24 - STATED - BILL 240119, ETC

yes, but al so acknow edgi ng the needs of other
vendors, other park users, pedestrians and PPR
staff.

Counci | renber Gaut hi er has wor ked
closely with the previous and current
adm ni strations regarding the tensions in Cark
Park that have risen from unauthorized and
unregul ated vending. The situation is chronic
and acute but by no neans unique to that
community. W have served -- observed existing
users bei ng crowded out, sidewal ks bl ocked,
approved events underm ned, and green spaces
overrun.

| f enacted, bill number 240240 woul d
address those tensions by prohibiting vending on
si dewal ks on/or adjacent to any PPR park,
pl ayground, or recreation center wthout the
approval of PPR  The departnent can operate a
singl e process, transparent, reasonable, and
accessi bl e for determ ning how people vend, when
t hey vend, where, and under what conditions at
our facilities.

We believe that this legislation wll

achi eve goals of both the park adm nistration and
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Counci |l of balancing fair, thoughtful access to
comerci al opportunities for small sellers. And
this wll also continue to enhance our public
spaces.

To that end, we ask you to support the
creation of a single, balanced approach to
regul ating vending at PPR facilities by providing
a favorabl e recommendati on of bill nunber 240240
and that the rules of council be suspended to
allow first reading at the next session of the
Cty -- of City Council. Thank you. And we are
happy to answer any questi ons.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you,

Comm ssi oner Slawson. | do have one, one
question. So will the -- these vendors are --
they're still required to have the city vending

| i censes and, and required business |icenses in
order to vend next to these rec centers?

M5. SLAWSON: Yes. And that's sone of
what we want to try to make sure, that they are -
- there are vendors that go through the process.
And they get their license, and they have
everything they're supposed to have. And then

there are other vendors that pretty nmuch just
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show up. And we want to nmake sure that this is a
fair opportunity for everyone. So they will be
required.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG.  Thank you. Are
there any other questions for this wtness?

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD: Sl awson, |'m
going to try to get this out.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Chair recogni zes
Counci | woman Ahmad. Sorry.

COUNCI LMEMBER AHMAD: A qui ck question
about -- do you maintain a |list of vendors for a
particul ar area? For exanple, not every vendor
shows up every day? |Is the license for a tine
period or is it an annually-renewed |Iicense? And
If there are gaps in the schedule, do we allow
ot her people to -- or is it too nuch scheduling

to do? How does that work?

M5. SLAWSON: |'mgoing to ask for --
they're trying to decide who's comng -- Elisa
Esposito to cone up. | will say that the process

I's, you have to put in for the vending |icense
within a certain amount of time. And based on
when you put it in, that's when we wll -- so

it'"'s not -- but I'Il, I'"ll let Elisa. So | won't
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ranble. Go ahead and introduce yourself.

M5. RUSE-ESPOSITO. Hello. [|I'mElisa
Ruse- Esposito. |'mthe park stewardship
adm ni strator at Phil adel phia Parks & Rec. So
essentially, what we're hoping to acconplish
through this bill is that it just requires they
woul d go through all the sane processes to have a
si dewal k vendi ng |icense.

It just neans there's another |evel of
coordi nation with our departnent. And so,
they're getting a permt with our departnent for
being on the sidewalk. This is to reduce
conflicts between other permtted activities that
are happening in the park the sane day. And that
j ust hel ps us manage the schedul e.

COUNCI LMEMBER AHMAD:  So i n ot her
words, if there are new, new vendors coni ng up,
they woul d not be able to get the license even if
they wanted to, if it were full?

MS. RUSE-ESPOSITO Oh, so in terms of
our permtted markets, there are capacity limts
to permtted markets, but it's depending on the
park and the size available. Mst of them have

sanme day wal k- ups.
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M5. SLAWSON: So they would be able --
if we had -- if there's space and they put in,
because they're new, that would not prohibit them
fromgetting -- being able to permt, permt in
t hat area?

COUNCI LMEMBER AHMAD:  Yeah. This is
how a | ot of small businesses start off. So we
don't want to danpen too nuch of that. So that's
why | was asking. Thank you.

M5. SLAWSON: Thank you. That was a
good questi on.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you,
Counci I worman. Thank you, Council nmenber. Any
ot her questions for these wtnesses? Seeing
none, thank you for your testinony.

M5. SLAWSON: Thank you.

M5. RUSE- ESPOSI TO.  Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG M. Pullin, would
you please read the title of the next bill?

THE CLERK: Bill nunber 240302, titled
"Establishing a no parking regul ation on the
south side of Wses MI|| Road between Henry
Avenue and Forbidden Drive." And also bil

nunber 240329, titled "Establishing a no parking
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regul ation on the west side of North 34th Street
bet ween | ndi ana Avenue and Clearfield Street.”

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you. Coul d
you please call the next witness, M. Pullin?

THE CLERK: The next witness to
testify Noelle Marconi, legislative affairs
director for the Departnment of Streets.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG.  Good aft ernoon,
Ms. Marconi. Please state your nanme for the
record and proceed with your testinonies on bill
nunber 240302 and 240329.

M5. MARCONI: Good afternoon,
Chai r person Young and nmenbers of the Streets and
Services Commttee. M nane is Noelle Mrconi,
and | amthe director of legislative affairs for
the Departnent of Streets. |'mhere today to
offer testinony on bill nunber 240302, introduced
by Counci | menber Jones.

This bill establishes a no parking
anytinme regul ation on the south side of Wse MI|
Road between Henry Avenue and For bi dden Dri ve.
The Streets Departnment has no objections to the
proposed anmendnent and will place the signage

within the 60 days. This concludes ny testinony.
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And |I'm pl eased to answer any questions you may
have.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG.  Thank you, M.
Marconi. Are there any questions for this
wi tness on bill nunber 2403027 Seeing none, M.
Mar coni, please proceed with your testinony on
bill nunber 240329.

M5. MARCONI: Good afternoon
Chai rperson Young and nenbers of the Streets and
Services Conmttee. M nane is Noelle Marconi,
and |"mthe director of legislative affairs for
the Departnent of Streets. |'mhere today to
offer testinony on bill nunmber 240329, introduced
by Counci | nrenber Jones.

This bill establishes a no parking any
time regulation on the west side of North 34th
Street between |ndiana Avenue and Clearfield
Street. Departnent of Streets has no objections
to the proposed bill and will place the signhage
wi thin 60 days of the passage of this bill. This
concludes ny testinony. |'m pleased answer any
guesti ons you may have.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG.  Thank you, M.

Marconi. Are there any questions of this wtness
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on bill nunmber 240329? Seeing none -- is there
any other testinony bill nunber 2403297 Seeing
none, M. Pullin, please read the title of the
next bill.

THE CLERK: Bill nunber 240282, titled
"Granting perm ssion to Germantown Jewi sh Center
to demarcate the boundaries of a Germantown eruv
district, to construct and maintain a clear nylon
cord and/or plastic tubes and other ancillary
facilities, including a maxi num of 10 pol es
al ong, over, and in certain public rights of way
and City streets, and/or to attach such
demarcation facilities to existing facilities
owned by other entities authorized by other Cty
or di nances, subject to such owners consent, al
under certain terns and conditions."

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG.  Thank you, M.
Pullin. Please call the next witness for this
bill.

THE CLERK: The next witness to testify
IS Noelle Marconi, legislative affairs director
for the Departnent of Streets.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Good afternoon,

Ms. Marconi. Please state your nane and proceed
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wi th your testinony.

M5. MARCONI: Good afternoon,

Chai rperson Young and nenbers of the Streets and
Services Commttee. M nane is Noelle Mrconi,
and | amthe director of legislative affairs for
the Departnent of Streets. |'mhere today to

of fer testinony on bill nunber 240282, introduced
by Counci | nenber Bass.

This bill authorizes Germantown Jew sh
Center to demarcate the boundaries of a
Germantown eruv district, to construct and
mai ntain a clear nylon cord and/or plastic tubes
and other ancillary facilities, including a
maxi mum of 10 poles along, over, and in certain
public rights of way and city streets, and/or to
attach such demarcation facilities to existing
facilities owned by other entities authorized by
ot her city ordinances subject to such owner's
consent.

The eruv boundaries will make maxi num
use of existing physical features which can be
used for demarcation of an eruv for the
Germant own area consistent with Jew sh religious

law, including currently installed utility |ines,
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existing walls, and fences and river banks and
ot her enbankments. And certain areas such as
exi sting boundaries will be supplenented by a
clear nylon cord to connect such existing
features and create a continuous boundary.

And in sonme areas, planters may be
nmounted on utility poles subject to the owner's
consent to create the property form of boundary
i nes prescribed by Jewish religious law. A
maxi mum of 10 new pol es and a few extensions of
exi sting fence posts may be also erected. The
Departnent of Streets is not opposed to this
proposed eruv so long as all agreenents with the
appropriate city departnents are executed. This
concludes ny testinony. And I'mpleased to
answer any questions you may have.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG.  Thank you, M.
Marconi. Are there any questions of this
wi t ness? Counci | menber Bass.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you. And
thank you for your testinony today on behal f of
the Streets Departnent. Wth everything going on
right now, | believe it's inportant to adjust --

to address the diverse needs of our conmunity,
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ensuring that all residents feel respected and
i ncluded. And the establishnent of an eruv is
not just a matter of religious significance.

It is about fostering an environnent of
under st andi ng and accomodati on for our Jew sh
nei ghbors. And eruv serves as a synbolic
boundary, allowi ng Orthodox Jews to carry out
certain activities on the Sabbath that they
ot herwi se woul dn't be able to do outside of their
homes. It is inportant to recogni ze the inpact
of what religious freedomdoes to hel p our
communi ti es grow together.

By supporting the creation of an eruv,
we are denonstrating that Germantown is a pl ace
where everyone's beliefs are respected. This
eruv will also bring about a sense of unity and
solidarity and contribute to the cul tural
ri chness of our nei ghborhood. W need to enbrace
diversity, not turn a nose to it. | want
Cermantown, and frankly, the entire city to be
nore vibrant and inclusive, a conmunity for all.

So | urge ny fellow council nenbers to
support the establishnment of an eruv in

Germantown. Let us stand together in solidarity
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wi t h our neighbors and uphold the val ues of
religious freedomand inclusivity that define the
Cty of Phil adel phia. Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you,
Counci | renber. Are there any other questions for
this wtness on this bill? Seeing none, are
there any other nenbers of the public wishing to
testify on this bill? Seeing none, thank you M.
Marconi. M. Pullin, could you please read the
title of the next bill, please?

THE CLERK: Bill nunber 240250, titled
"“Aut horizing the installation, ownership, and
mai nt enance of various encroachnents al ong 700
Bl ock of Sansom Street, Phil adel phia,

Pennsyl vani a 19106, under certain ternms and
condi tions."

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG.  Thank you, M.
Pullin Wuld you please call the next witness to
testify on this bills?

THE CLERK: The next witnesses to
testify are Noelle Marconi, legislative affairs
director for the Departnent of Streets and Sarah
Chu, devel opnent director for the Gty Pl anning

Conm ssi on.

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Streets and Services
05/ 10/ 2024

26

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

5/10/ 24 - STATED - BILL 240119, ETC

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Good afternoon.
Pl ease state your nane for the record and begin
wi th your testinonies.

M5. MARCONI: Good afternoon,

Chai rperson Young and nenbers of the Streets and
Services Commttee. M nane is Noelle Mrconi,
and |"mthe director of legislative affairs for
the Departnent of Streets. |'mhere today to

of fer testinony on bill nunber 240250 introduced
by Counci | menber Squill a.

This bill authorizes the Center Cty
District, CCD, to install, own, and maintain
encroachments in the vicinity of the 700 Bl ock of
Sansom Street, the encroachnent, under certain
ternms and conditions.

The proposed encroachnents include
three decorated gateway signs including one to be
elimnated, 31 planters, and a proposed pedestal,
overhead |ighting and banner pol es enconpassi ng
the area along the west curb line of South 7th
Street, along the north and south curb |ine of
Sansom Street and al ong the east curb line of
Sout h East Street.

Departnent of Streets is not opposed to
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t hese proposed encroachnents as the required
m ni num cl ear unobstructed footway for each
encroachnment will be maintained. This concludes
nmy testinony. |'m pleased to answer any
guesti ons you may have.
COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG.  Thank you, M.
Marconi . Ms. Chu, please begin your testinony.
MS. CHU. Good afternoon, Chairnan
Young and nenbers of Commttee on Streets and
Services. |'m Sarah Chu, city planner with the
Phi | adel phia Gty Planning Comm ssion. |'m here
to testify on bill nunber 240250 which was
i ntroduced by Council menber Squilla on April 4th,
2024. This bill wll, wll allow various
encroachments on the 700 Bl ocks of Sansom Street.
This includes nultiple signs of
pedestal support on the sidewal k and planters
within the parking lane. A mninmum of six feet
of clear sidewal k space is to remain after the
installation. The city's Art Comm ssion has
approved these proposed signs. The city Pl anning
Commi ssion, at its neeting on April 18th, 2024,
recommended a bill nunber 240250 for approval.

['l'l be happy to answer any questions at this
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tinme.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you. Are
there any questions for these witnesses on this
bill? Are there -- seeing none, are there any
ot her witnesses or any -- is there any other
public testinony fromthe audi ence? Seeing none,
M. Pullin, would you please read the nane -- the
title of the next bill?

THE CLERK: Bill nunber 240243, titled
“Aut hori zing an encroachnent in the nature of a
staircase in the vicinity of 1951 East Monnouth
Street, Phil adel phia, Pennsylvania 19134, under
certain terns and conditions."

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG Hold on, M.
Pullin. I'msorry. There are a couple who are -
- there are soneone |ooking to testify on bill
nunber two 240250.

MR. LEVY: (Good afternoon, ny nane is
Paul Levy fromthe Center Gty District. |'m
joined by Rich Gol dberg who's the president of
Jewel ers' Row Association. | will be very brief
because you' ve heard fromthe Streets Depart nent
already. | have copies of ny testinony with

images if you would like, but I'"mjust here to
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testify in favor of this bill.

We went through an extensive planning
process starting back in "19, 2019 in partnership
with Jewel ers' Row, which we considered nmany
different alternatives. W secured a half a
mllion dollar RCAP grant for this project. The
CCD conmitted $1.5 million. And we've installed
virtually all of these inprovenents. W |earned
after the installation that we required an
encr oachnment ordi nance, which is why we are here
t oday.

We took this in front of the Art
Commi ssion. You will see attached to ny
testinony the approval fromthe Art Conm ssion
itself. The las -- the key part of this is to
i ncrease the visibility of Jewelers' Row for
peopl e in I ndependence Hall. W can see we've
done, on page 2, additional |ighting.

We put new lighting strips, LED strips
on the light poles that you can see on the
pi cture on page 2, planters, banners so peopl e at
| ndependence Hal |l discover that there is a
Jeweler's Row. The |ast piece, which we really

have not yet done, which we do definitely need
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require your approval for, is on the second part,
bottom of the second page, is a gateway arch
sign.

It's visible in both directions. It
says, "Jewelers’ Row." So we're really pleased
to have worked in partnership with Jewelers' Row.
And |1'd like just Jeff to junp in.

MR. GOLDBERG Rich Goldberg -- Rich
ol dberg here. So I'mthird-generation owner at
Safi an & Rudol ph Jewel ers and president of the
Jewel ers' Row District. Being around this ny
whole life, |I've seen ny grandfather's generation
where Jewel ers' Row was the only place to go.

And it's struggled over a nunber of years to
really draw the crowds and the Phil adel phi a
popul ati on.

And thanks to Paul's help, we've cone
up with this plan that has really inproved the
visibility and attractiveness of Jewelers' Row.
And our main goal is to really make this a
destinati on again, one bl ock from | ndependence
Hal| and to be able to draw on the next
gener ati on.

So having these new planters, these
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lights, and hopefully soon the gateway sign wll
really help to redefine our district and help
over 100 businesses within our few bl ocks. Thank
you.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you for
your testinony. Are there any questions for
these wi tnesses? Seeing none, thank you so nuch
for your testinony.

MR LEVY: | just want to thank
Councilman Squilla for his | eadership to
i ntroduce us. Thank you very nuch. Appreciate
your support.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you. Are
there any other w tnesses, any other public
testinony on bill nunber 240250? Seeing none,
M. Pullin, please call the title of the next
bill.

THE CLERK: Bill nunber 240243, titled
“Aut hori zing an encroachnent in the nature of a
staircase in the vicinity of 1951 East Monnouth
Street, Phil adel phia, Pennsylvania 19134, under
certain ternms and conditions."

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG.  Thank you, M.

Pul I'i n. Pl ease call the next w tnesses.
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THE CLERK: Next witnesses to testify
are Noelle Marconi, legislative affairs director
for the Departnent of Streets and Sarah Chu,
devel opnment director for the City Pl anning
Conmm ssi on.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Agai n, good
afternoon. Please state your nane. Proceed with
your testinony.

M5. MARCONI: Good afternoon,

Chai rperson Young and nenbers of the Streets and
Services Commttee. M nane is Noelle Mrconi,
and | amthe director of legislative affairs for
the Departnent of Streets. |'mhere today to

of fer testinony on bill nunber 240243 introduced
by Counci | mrenber Lozada.

This bill authorizes M\R Hol di ngs PA-3
LLC or the owner's designee, the owner, to
install, own, and maintain encroachnments in the
nature of a staircase at 1951 East Monnouth
Street, all under certain terns and conditi ons.
One proposed staircase will be | ocated adjacent
to the building of 1951 East Monnouth Street and
wi Il encroach a distance of approximately three

feet, seven inches towards the south along the
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north footway of Enerald Street.

The Departnment of Streets does not
oppose to this proposed staircase as it wll
mai ntai n an unobstructed footway of seven feet,
11 inches. This concludes ny testinmony. |'m
pl eased to answer any questions you may have.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you. M.
Chu, pl ease proceed with your testinony.

M5. CHU. Good afternoon, Chairnman
Young and nenbers of Committee on Streets and
Services. |I'm Sarah Chu, city planner with the
Phi | adel phia Gty Planning Comm ssion. |'m here
to testify on bill nunber 240243, which was
I ntroduced by Council menber Lozada on April 4th,
2024. This bill will allow a staircase at 1951
East Monnouth Street.

A mnimmof 8 -- 7 feet, 11 inches of
cl ear sidewal k space is to renmain after the
installation. The proposed encroachnent neets
the conplete street policy. The Planning
Conmi ssion, at its neeting on April 18th, 2024,
recomended bill nunber 240243 for approval.
['l'l be happy to answer any questions at this

time.
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COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you. Are
there any questions or comments from nenbers of
the coomittee for these wtnesses? Seeing none,
t hank you for your testinony on this bill. Are
there any -- are there anyone else in this
chanber here to testify on bill nunber 2402437
Seei ng none, thank you. M. Pullin, please read
the title of the next bill.

THE CLERK: Bill nunber 240301, titled
“Aut hori zi ng encroachnments in the nature of a
sidewal k cafe in the vicinity of 6516 Castor
Avenue, Phil adel phia, Pennsylvania 19149, under
certain terns and conditions."

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG M. Pullin,
pl ease call the next w tnesses.

THE CLERK: The next witnesses to
testify are Noelle Marconi, legislative affairs
director for the Departnent of Streets and Sarah
Chu, devel opnent director for the Cty Planning
Conm ssi on.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG Pl ease proceed
with the testinony.

M5. MARCONI: Good afternoon,

Chai rperson Young and nenbers of the Streets and
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Services Conmttee. M nane is Noelle Marconi,
and I"'mthe director of legislative affairs for
the Departnent of Streets. |'mhere today to
of fer testinony on bill nunber 240301 introduced
by Counci | menber Phillips.

This bill authorizes Warren Matz and
Marl ene Matz, the owners, to install, own, and
mai ntai n encroachnments in the nature of a
sidewal k cafe at -- on, on Charcoal |ocated at
6516 Castor Avenue, all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

A total of two tables and eight seats
for a sidewal k cafe will be |ocated along the
north sidewal k of Castor Avenue al ong the
property line of 6516 Castor Avenue. The
Departnent of Streets is not opposed to this
proposed sidewal k cafe as it wll maintain 10
feet of unobstructed footway. This concludes ny
testinony. |'m pleased to answer any questions
you may have.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you. M.
Chu, please proceed with the testinony.

M5. CHU. Good afternoon, Chairnman

Young and nmenbers of Committee on Streets and
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Services. |I'm Sarah Chu, city planner with the
Phi | adel phia Gty Planning Comm ssion. |'m here
to testify on bill nunber 240301, which was
i ntroduced by Council menber Phillips on April
18th, 2024. This bill will, will allow a
si dewal k cafe encroachnent on 6516 Castor Avenue.

A mninmmof 10 feet of clear sidewalk
space is to renmain after the installation. The
encroachnent neets the city's conplete street
policy. The Planning Comm ssion is scheduled to
consider this bill at its nmeeting on May 16t h,
2024 with a staff recommendati on for approval.
"1l be happy to answer any questions at this
tinme.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you. Are
there any questions from-- of these w tnesses hy
menbers of this coonmttee? | do have one
gquestion. So they're only asking for two tables,
essentially? And we have to go, we neke the -- |
guess, the business owners go through this
process, the |legislative process for -- even if
t hey wanted one table outside, they still have to
go through this encroachnment process?

| nmean, | just think that's a little --
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we got to figure that out because | just think
that we should nake it a little bit easier for a
nmom and- pop business to allow -- you know, to
just set up a table and a chair outside their
busi ness so their custoners can just sit and
enjoy a cup of coffee, a donut or sonething. W
got to make it a little bit easier than having to
go through the legislative process, which can
t ake nont hs and nont hs.

So that woul d be sonething that | hope
that nenbers of this commttee can support as we
| ook forward to change sone of these regul ations
and rules. But | thank you for your testinony on
this bill. 1Is there any other nenbers, any, any
other folks in the chanber |ooking to testify on
bill nunmber 240301? Seeing none, M. Pullin, can
you please call the title of the next bill?

THE CLERK: Bill nunber 240239, titled
“Aut hori zi ng encroachnments in the nature of a
sidewal k cafe in the vicinity of 2201 Christian
Street, Phil adel phia, Pennsylvania 19146,
property, under certain ternms and conditions."

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG M. Pullin,

pl ease call the nane of the next witnesses to
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testify on this bill.

THE CLERK: The next witness is to
testify are Noelle Marconi, legislative affairs
director for the Departnent of Streets and Sarah
Chu, devel opnent director for the Cty Pl anning
Conmi ssi on.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Ms. Marconi
pl ease proceed with the testinony.

M5. MARCONI: Good afternoon,

Chai rperson Young and nenbers of the Streets and
Services Commttee. M nane is Noelle Mrconi,
and |"'mthe director of legislative affairs for
the Departnent of Streets. |'mhere today to

of fer testinony on bill nunber 240239 introduced
by Council menber G | nore R chardson on behal f of
Counci |l President Johnson.

This bill authorizes AKR Properties to
install, own, and maintain encroachnments in the
nature of a sidewal k cafe at the Sidecar Cafe
| ocated at 2201 Christian Street, all under
certain terns and conditions.

A total of 7 tables and 20 seats for a
sidewal k cafe will be located al ong the west

si dewal k of South 22nd Street along the curb |ine
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and property line of 2201 Christian Street and
then north sidewal k of Christian Street along the
property line of 2201 Christian Street.

Departnment of Streets does not oppose
to this proposed sidewal k cafe as it wl|
mai ntain the mninmumof 7 feet unobstructed
footway along 22nd Street and a mninmum of 9
feet, 6 inches along Christian Street. This
concludes ny testinony. And |I'mpleased to
answer any questions you may have.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG.  Thank you, M.
Marconi. M. Chu, please proceed with your
t esti nony.

MS. CHU. Good afternoon, Chairnan
Young and nenbers of Conmttee on Streets and
Services. |'m Sarah Chu, a city planner with the
Phi | adel phia Gty Planning Comm ssion. |'m here
to testify on bill nunber 240239, which was
i ntroduced by Council menber G I nore R chardson
for Council President Johnson on April 4th, 2024.
This bill will allow a sidewal k cafe at 2201
Christian Street.

A m ni mum of seven feet of clear

sidewal k space is to remain after the
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installation. The proposed encroachnent is
within the furnishing zone and neets the
conplete, conplete street policy. The Gty
Pl anni ng Comm ssion, at its neeting on April
18t h, 2024, recommended a bill nunber 240239 for
approval. I'll be happy to answer any questions
at this tinme.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you for
your testinony. Are there any questions of these
wi tnesses on bill nunber 2402397 Seeing none, is
there -- anyone in the chanber is looking to
testify on bill nunber 2402397

MR. GLINIAK: Yes, sir.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Good afternoon,
sir. Please state your nane for the record and
proceed with your testinony.

MR GLINIAK: My nane is Richard
A iniak. Good afternoon, Chair Young and nenbers
of the commttee. I|'mactually in -- I'"mhere in
support of this passage of this sidewal k cafe.
I'"'malso a Denocratic Commttee person and al so
on the Nei ghborhood Associ ati on Boar d.

And I'msure if the board had tine to

consider this at the regular neeting. They would
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be in support of this as well. The Sidecar Cafe
has al ways been a good nei ghbor ever since they
opened up many years ago. And we definitely --
and | support the passage of this bill and this
si dewal k cafe.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you so nuch
for your testinony. Are there any questions of
this witness by nenbers of the conmttee? Seeing
none, thank you for taking tinme out to cone down
here, sir.

MR. GLINIAK: Thank you so rnuch.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG. |Is there anyone
el se in the chanber | ooking to testify on bil
nunber 2402397 Seeing none, M. Pullin -- M.
Pullin, please call the -- please read the title
of the next bill.

THE CLERK: Bill nunber 240119, titled
“Aut hori zing encroachnents in the nature of two
new | ight poles and three existing light poles in
the vicinity of southeast and northwest corners
of John F. Kennedy Boul evard and North Broad
Streets and the northeast corner of John F.
Kennedy Boul evard and North Juni per street, all

under certain terns and conditions."

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Streets and Services
05/ 10/ 2024

42

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

5/10/ 24 - STATED - BILL 240119, ETC

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you.
Pl ease read the nane of the next w tnesses.

THE CLERK: The next witnesses to
testify are Noelle Marconi, legislative affairs
director for the Departnent of Streets and Sarah
Chu, devel opnent director for the Cty Planning
Conmm ssi on.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you. Ms.
Mar coni, please proceed wth your testinony.

M5. MARCONI: Good afternoon,

Chai rperson Young and nenbers of the Streets and
Services Commttee. M nane is Noelle Mrconi,
and I"mthe director of legislative affairs for
the Departnent of Streets. |'mhere today to

of fer testinony on bill nunber 240119 i ntroduced
by Counci | menber Young.

This bill authorizes trustees of title
to the Masonic Tenple and other real estate of
the Gand Lodge, the owner, to install, own, and
mai nt ai n encroachnments and the nature of |ight
pol es | ocated on the southeast and nort hwest
corners of JFK Boul evard and North Broad Street
and in the vicinity of the northeast corner of

JFK Boul evard and North Juni per Street, their
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property, all under certain terns and conditions.

Two new |ight poles will be installed
to illumnate the facade of the Masonic Library
and the Museum Tenple | ocated at 33 North Broad
Street, aka 1 North Broad Street. The new |ight
poles will be | ocated at the northwest and
sout heast corners of JFK Boul evard and North
Broad Street. Two existing poles will be refit
with new lighting fixtures to illumnnate the
facade of the tenple.

One other existing pole will remain and
will have no lighting fixtures installed. The
Departnent of Streets is not opposed to this
proposed encroachnent, as the passabl e sidewal k
space will remain as existing. This concludes ny
testinony. |'m pleased to answer any questions
you may have.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG.  Thank you, M.
Marconi . Ms. Chu, please proceed with your
t esti nony.

M5. CHU. Good afternoon, Chairnman
Young and nenbers of Commttee on the Streets and
Services. |'mSarah Chu, city planner with the

Phi | adel phia Gty Planning Comm ssion. |'m here
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to testify on bill nunber 240119, which was
i ntroduced by Council nenber Young on February
29t h, 2024.

This bill will allow new |ight posts
and existing three existing light posts in the
furni shing zone in a vicinity of southeast and
nort hwest corners of JFK Boul evard and North
Broad Streets and northeast corner of JFK
Boul evard and Juni per Street.

The proposed encroachnment is within the
furni shing zone and neets the city's conplete
street policy. The Gty Planning Conm ssion, at
its nmeeting on March 21st, 2024, recomrended bil
nunber 240119 for approval. ['ll be happy to
answer any questions you may have now.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you so mnuch
for your testinony. Are there any questions for
these witnesses on bill nunber 240119? Seeing
none -- is there anyone else in the chanbers
wi shing to testify on bill nunber 240119? Seei ng
none, thank you so nmuch for your testinony. M.
Pul l'in, would you please read the title of the
next bill?

THE CLERK: Bill nunber 240331, titled
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"“Amendi ng Section 9-215 of the Phil adel phia Code
entitled Streeteries, nodifying requirenents
related to the city's revised standards and
requi renents associated with the use of portions
of the right of way for outdoor dining."

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you.
Before we call the w tnesses, the chair
recogni zes Counci | nenber Landau.

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU: Thank you so
much. Thanks for having me on the Streets
Comm ttee, and thanks for giving ne a second.
Just wanted to say a couple of remarks. You, you
m ght renenber that a few weeks ago, we held a
heari ng on outdoor dining in Philadel phia. And
as a result of that hearing, | introduced a bill
which will be heard by the Streets Comm ttee
today. This bill nodifies the section of the
Phi | adel phia Code for streeteries.

As a city renowned for its culinary
di versity and innovation, Phil adel phia's outdoor
di ni ng scene can be an awesone addition that
benefits residents and visitors alike. | also
know t hat outdoor dining can be safer and nore

accessi bl e for many peopl e who nmay be
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I rmunoconprom sed and want to eat safely outside
or who use a wheelchair and can nore easily
access a dining table at the ground | evel.

We commend the prior adm nistration and
council for creating a dining programin early
2023 to allow for a process for restaurants and
cafes to apply for a streetery license, allow ng
our restaurants to use the street space in front
of their building for outdoor dining, which is
what the |icense does. However, we've heard from
restaurants all over the city that the onerous
process and sonetines restrictive regulations can
| eave business owners feeling | ost at sea.

My teamand | are | ooking at every
angle on this issue. And | look forward to
wor king with the adm nistration and ny col |l eagues
over the next few weeks and nonths to help
I nprove these processes and support restaurants
who are | ooking to expand dining options outside.
The ordi nance you are considering today is a
smal | nmeasure that will have big inpacts for our
smal | busi nesses in Phil adel phi a.

Currently, restaurants are entitled

only to take up the street space closest to the
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curb known as the right of way for the street in
front of their building. Under the proposed
amendnent, restaurants will have the option of
expanding into the right of way, abutting the
adj acent property to that restaurant, neaning
both the space in front of their building and
expandi ng into the space in front of the building
next door.

| f adopted, expanded streeteries in
front of an adjacent property woul d be all owabl e
with the perm ssion of the next door property
owner. The expansi on woul d be subject to
regul ati ons devel oped by the administration |ike
the current streetery license, |icenses.

["'mcommitted to working with the
adm ni stration to nmake sure those are inpl enented
in away that's streanlined and user-accessible
SO restaurants can get up and running with their
expanded streeteries as soon as possible, with
the weather getting warner. W're going to hear
today fromrestaurants, especially very small
restaurants, who would greatly benefit from
expanded space to serve custoners and grow our

econony.
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W'l | hear fromBIDs and the diverse
chanbers who are supportive of this bill as well.
This |l egislation recognizes the inportance of
out door di ning spaces in Philadelphia' s cultura
| andscape.

Thank you to ny col | eagues for
considering this legislation and reaffirm ng our
commtnent to creating and supporting a thriving
hospital hospitality industry, safe and vi brant
city streets in all our neighborhoods, while
saf eguarding the interests of our residents and
entrepreneurs. Thank you very much, Chair.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  You're wel cone,
Counci | nrenber Landau. M. Pullin, would you
pl ease call the first witness to testify on bill
nunber 2403317

THE CLERK: First witness to testify on
240331 is Karen Fegl ey, deputy director of policy
and strategic initiatives for the Departnent of
Conmmrer ce.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Good afternoon,
Ms. Fegley. Could you please state your nane for
the record and proceed with your testinony?

MS. FEGLEY: Yes. Good afternoon,
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Chai r person Young and nmenbers of the Streets and
Services Conmittee. M nane is Karen Fegl ey,
deputy commerce director. |'mhere to offer
testinony on bill nunber 240331 introduced by
Counci | renber Landau. The proposed anendnents
intend to nmake streeteries nore user-friendly for
our restaurant comrunity, as Council menber has
expl ai ned.

And we appreciate and support the
amendnent' s all owance for the adm nistration to
require -- add requirenents by regul ations, such
as indemification against |egal clains and
witten perm ssion by the by the -- by the
adj acent property owners. As we state in our
streetery guide, Philadelphia's thriving
restaurant scene has hel ped our city becone an
I nternational destination.

| know you all know this. Many of our
restaurants are locally-owned and refl ect the
peopl e, places and gl obal flavors of our
popul ati on. Restaurants create jobs, enhance the
econony, and create a sense of comunity in
nei ghbor hoods all over Phil adel phi a.

Qut door di ni ng has been a nmi nstay of
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Phi | adel phia's dining culture for decades, from
si dewal k awni ngs of cheesesteak shops and wat er
ice stands to the cafe tables and shade unbrell as
of upscale restaurants. Utilizing the public
right of way for private dining is a privilege
for restaurants as an enhancenent to their
seating capacity. The adm nistration recognizes
t hat our existing outdoor dining program has
chal | enges.

Wi | e many restaurants have been happy
to fully return to indoor service when they were
allowed to after the pandemc, we -- or at a
point in the pandem c, we know that others woul d
i ke to provide outdoor options. And they're
frustrated by the rules or the |icensing process.
W have far fewer streeteries than antici pated.
That's a fact. That said, | want to go on record
and correct sonme information that we shared
during the pandem c.

It was previously stated and often
repeated that Philadel phia issued 800 tenporary
| i censes for streeteries, and that nunber has
just been thrown around. But at the tinme, there

were actually far fewer actual, actua
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Streeteries. For expediency, the city utilized
an existing license called a tenporary sidewal k
cafe license to respond to the energency.

And the things permtted under that
i cense included streeteries, as well as
tenporary parking lot dining, tenporary |oading
zones for takeout restaurants, even tenporary
out door operations for childcares and gynms. As
we reconciled the data, there were al so nunerous
duplicate requests that had been counted. And
so, | just want to state that, | believe, there
wer e about 250 streeteries operating at their
hei ght .

And a cityw de visual survey by our
Streets Departnent found 134 streeteries in
January 2023. So also for the record,
Phi | adel phia was anong the first cities to enact
a permanent Streetery Program and we did that.
We put that in place. And we prided ourselves on
getting that done because we wanted to nmake it
cl ear that we want these anenities to remain, yet
sonetines being first neans we have to circle
back and nmake sone corrections.

And thus, we really appreciate
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Counci | nrenbers Landau and Young for prioritizing
revi sions and supporting our restaurant
comunity. So | would |ike to share sonme of the
programrevi sions that Commerce and the
adm ni stration are prioritizing, in addition to -
- you know, outside of this |egislation.

Inline with the PHL Open for Business
initiative, we're always seeking ways to
streanline the application and approval processes
for businesses, nmake it easier to do business in
Phi | adel phia. W hope to have sone changes soon
to reduce steps where we can. And additionally,
any restaurant interested in pursuing outdoor
di ni ng can contact the nmayor's busi ness Action
Teamin the Commerce Departnent.

Qur business navigators are going to
now stay with that restaurant every step of the
way, joining themin the neeting with the Streets
Depart nent engi neers and ensuring that issues are
resol ved al ong the way to accel erate approval
tinmes. Many businesses don't realize that there
are three streetery options when we're talking
about this, right. There are what we cal

structures, what we call platforns and what we
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cal |l pavenent streeteries.

The latter two are really easy versions
and do not require building permts or Art
Comm ssion review. So if designs don't have an
over head covering or walls, they can have their
permits in, in 20 days. And to encourage those
easy versions, we are also going to engage design
experts to design a standard streetery nodel.
Rest aurants woul d not be required to use that
nodel , but it would greatly accelerate the
approval process.

We continue to speak with other cities,
wat ch how their prograns are working so that we
can consider the best tools for Phil adel phia.
It's tricky to bal ance the vibrancy, anenities,
and revenues that conme from outdoor dining with
the very real responsibilities to near neighbors,
to safety, accessibility, and our naintenance of
the right of way. So I'mtrying to abridge ny
testinony because | knowit's a |long hearing.

So I've submitted in, in witing sone
nore options, things that, that we think could
hel p the -- acconplish that bal ance, expandi ng

by-right areas, nmaking all streeteries open-air
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and seasonal. And again, happy to -- anyone in
the adm nistration is happy to discuss this with
any of you.

| just want to reiterate ny
appreciation to City Council for supporting the
busi ness comunity, for facilitating the ease of
doi ng busi ness, and acknow edge the nultiple city
departnents, Law, Planning, Health, L&, Fire,
and especially Streets that have contributed to
the creation and ongoi ng adm ni stration of
Phi | adel phi a's outdoor dining program Thank
you. Happy to answer any questions.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you so
much, Ms. Fegley. Are there any questions of
this witness by nenbers of this commttee?

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD:  Yeah, | have one.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Ahnad.

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD: Croaky voice. A
question about the perm ssion fromthe adjacent
property owner. |s that grandfathered if they
|l ose, if they sell their property, nmeaning if
property ownershi p changes?

MS. FEGLEY: No. | nean, we have to
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wite exactly howthis is going to work, but our
expectation would be that it woul d be sonet hing
that would have to be renewed every year or if
they're -- and/or if there was a property
owner shi p change.

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD: Ckay. So you'd
have to take perm ssion agai n?

M5. FEGLEY: Yeah.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you.

MS. FEGLEY: We've al so considered --
we'll, we'll consider adding a requirenent to
have the perm ssion of, like, the first floor
tenant of the adjacent property, know ng that
sonetines there are out-of-town | andl ords who nay
agree, but, you know -- and the tenants change
and that sort of thing. So that's sonething we
still have to work out.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you.
Counci | mrenber Landau.

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU: | just want to
t hank you again for working wwth us so nuch and
al so, nost inportantly, for having your business
navi gators with your mayor's business Action Team

bei ng the one stop shop for the restaurants to go
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to, to help navigate this whole process. The way
you're streanmlining this is fantastic. And I
know the restaurants -- |'ve talked to so many of
them They already appreciate it.

M5. FEGLEY: That's great. Thank you
for putting that idea in our ear during our
budget heari ng.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG And |, | just
want to make a comment or question. |Is that
sonet hing that could be done with other
I ndustries as well?

M5. FEGLEY: Yes. Yeah. Absolutely.
|"mgetting ahead of nyself a little. But we, we
di d announce --- you know, the mayor renaned our
O fice of Business Services as Mayor's Busi ness
Action Team So they continue, as they have
al ways been, avail able to any business to help,
to call by phone or email. W, you know, have a
hot | i ne.

We're going to have within that team --
the official announcenment is comng in a few
days, but business navigators who are going to
be, like, a specialized unit within that team

that are really going to do the problem sol ving.
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So whereas our, our regular business
servi ce managers are out there in the
nei ghbor hoods every day, educating businesses,
answering questions, we're going to have a few
fol ks that are specialists and are assigned to
work with -- there's going to be peopl e dedicated
fromevery other city departnent too to work with
themand just really make sure we're resolving
those issues every step of the way. |'msure
we'll --

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG | think that can
be --

M5. FEGLEY: -- learn a lot while we're
doing it.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG | think that
woul d be very hel pful for our small business
community here, particularly when it cones to,

li ke, small restaurants or daycares, trying to
navi gate the --

M5. FEGLEY: Yeah.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  -- zoning process
or other regulatory processes. | nean, to have
soneone fromthe city wal k through each step of

the way could save thema |lot of tinme and noney,
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essentially. So | want to thank the, you know,
the mayor's administration for putting that idea
forward and hel ping our small businesses.

Are there any other questions of this
wi tness by nmenbers of the commttee? Thank you
so nuch, Ms. Fegley, for your testinony. M.
Pullin, could you please call the nanes of the
next witnesses to testify on bill nunber 2403317

THE CLERK: The next witnesses to
testify are Job Itzkowi tz, executive director of
ad Gty Dstrict, Ben Fileccia, senior vice
presi dent of strategy and engagenent at the
Pennsyl vani a Restaurant & Lodgi ng Associ ati on,
Spooni e O Neal, owner of O Neal's Tavern, and
Ashl ey Thomas, owner of the Royal Restaurant
G oup.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you so
much. Pl ease state your nanme for the record and
begin with your testinony.

MR | TZKON TZ: Good afternoon, Chair
Young and all nenbers of the Conmttee on Streets
and Services. M nane is Job Itzkowitz, and I'm
the executive director of the Ad Gty Special

Services District. |I'mhere to testify in
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support of bill nunber 240331 related to use of
portions of the right of way for outdoor dining.

| also want to thank Council nmenber
Landau and, and the whol e body for their
continued work on outdoor dining, as this is an
I ssue that not only affects Phil adel phia's
econony in terns of job creation and tax revenue,
but at its core speaks to the kind of city that
we want to live in.

Though | was not able to attend | ast
nmont h' s hearing about streeteries in general --
maybe that's for the best because | submtted a
| engthy witten testinony -- I wll not try to be
overly repetitive here today. By way of
background, the A d Cty Special Services
District operates as a nunicipal authority and
busi ness i nprovenent district inthe Ad Cty
nei ghbor hood.

Now in its 27th year, Od Cty D strict
continues to support the dynamc Ad City
nei ghbor hood. OCD serves to suppl enent but not
repl ace both the services provided by the Gty of
Phi | adel phia and the responsibilities of property

owners, contributing to a healthy environnment for

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Streets and Services
05/ 10/ 2024

60

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

5/10/ 24 - STATED - BILL 240119, ETC
busi nesses to be successful, for, for visitors to
enjoy their experience there, and for residents
to maintain a positive quality of life.

Per haps nore than many issues, the
successful outdoor dining program serves al
three of these ends. |In the spring of 2020, OCD
hel ped formthe Philadel phia BID Alliance. The
BID Al liance cane together in |arge part because
Phi | adel phia's BIDs realized they needed to start
pl anni ng and advocati ng for outdoor dining as
pandem c restrictions ended.

At that tinme, the BID Alliance
devel oped a four-point policy proposal that woul d
address the needs of the restaurants on our
commerci al corridors but would al so have broader
applicability to the diverse restaurants across
the city.

Those points were sidewal k seating by
right, sonmething that Chair Young just alluded to
during a previous bill, sidewalk seating at an
adj acent property by right with property owner's
perm ssion, use of the parking lane in front of
t he business for seating by right and use of the

parking lane in front of an adjacent property for
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seating by right with property's owner's
perm ssi on.

And so, what we were advocating for in
2020 -- I'"'mhere wearing ny OCD hat -- we're
still advocating for today. In anticipation of
the expiration of the energency | egislation that
counci | passed in 2020, in 2021, Gty Counci
passed | egislation to establish streeteries,
all ow ng for outdoor dining in portions of the
public right of way. This legislation narked a
significant step towards pronoting public safety,
accessibility, and economc vitality.

The subsequent | aunch of the permanent
Qut door Dining Programin January 2023,
facilitated by that |egislation, ained to
regul ate streeteries and sidewal k cafes while
prioritizing public safety and accessibility.
However, data reveals that only a handful of
restaurants renewed their streetery |licenses for
2024. That's true in dd Cty, as it is
el sewhere. At its peak, dd Cty had about a
dozen streeteries, naybe nore.

Today it has one, and that one just

opened in the | ast few weeks. There's several
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reasons why streeteries have not opened at the
sane rate as during the pandemc, but | want to
focus on one issue relevant to the issue in
today's hearing. |It's geonetry. In dd Cty, as
i n many Phil adel phi a nei ghbor hoods and conmerci al
corridors, our storefronts are no nore than 20
feet w de.

So if you think about, |ike, your row
house -- | live in a row house -- it's 16 feet
wi de. Sonetines the commercial corridor is a
little bit wder, but we're not | ooking at 50
feet of width for nost of these restaurants.
Under the regul ations, the current regul ations,
accounting for ADA accessibility, crash-proof
barriers, avoiding fire hydrants and ot her
requi rements, there's really limted space for
seati ng.

That limtation creates an economc
barrier for streetery creation. A restaurant may
not obtain a sufficient return on investnent to
justify the significant investnent required to
build the streetery. O fering those restaurants
nore opportunities to utilize the street in front

of nei ghboring properties offsets that barrier.

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Streets and Services
05/ 10/ 2024

63

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

5/10/ 24 - STATED - BILL 240119, ETC
Cust onmer seating increases significantly but
costs do not.

In anticipation of the 2023 nuni ci pal
el ections, the BID Alliance put forth its 2023
policy agenda, which included the follow ng
policy plan on outdoor dining. Legalize outdoor
dining on every commercial corridor. Qutdoor
dining is alifeline for restaurants and is
enjoyed by their custoners. The city should
enact policies to make outdoor dining as easy as
possi bl e for restaurants and cafes.

The city should allow cafe seating by
right on all commercial corridors and cafe
seating at the neighboring properties with owner
perm ssion. The city should al so include
streeteries by right in all comrercial corridors
and al | ow nei ghbor hood parking -- neighboring
par ki ng spaces with perm ssion.

Per manent buy right outdoor dining wll
create econom c opportunities for the city, such
as the ability to collect additional revenue
t hrough tax revenue from enpl oynent and sal es,
application fees, renewals, and conpliance. It

wll also continue to benefit restaurants
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t hroughout the city.

This body determ ned that streeteries
are a public good when it legalized themon a
per manent basis in 2021. However, the econom cs
of the regulations that followed that |egislation
resulted in fewer streeteries than advocates and
certainly restaurants.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG M. Itzkow tz,
hol d on, please. Chair recogni ze Council menber
Squi |l I a.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  |Is this your
brief version?

MR. | TZKON TZ: You renenber reading --
I"mon the | ast paragraph. Al right. And the
next line was, | applaud this body. Al right.
| applaud this body for taking the next |ogical
step in shaping legislation that will benefit
Phi | adel phia by supporting the successful
creation of nore streeteries. Thank you for
allowing ne to testify this afternoon. And |I'm
happy to answer any questions you may have.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you. M.
Fil eccia, please proceed with your testinony.

MR. FILECCI A: Thank you. Good norning
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-- good afternoon, Chairperson Young, Vice
Chai rperson Squilla, and esteened council menbers.
My nane is Ben Fileccia, senior vice president of
strategy and engagenent at the Pennsyl vani a
Rest aurant & Lodgi ng Association. It's a
pl easure to be with you again and especially so
soon. PRLA represents over 400 operators in
Phi | adel phia and nore than 5000 nenbers
st at ew de.

Before | start, | just want to give a
shout-out to Karen Fegl ey and Justine Bol kus from
Commerce. They have been such a trenendous
support to the hospitality industry over the past
few years, at tinmes giving white glove service to
the, the restaurants. And, and honestly, we
could not have done it wi thout those two. And,
and I, | really just want to nmake notice -- nake
note of that because they are such trenendous
exanples of, of what a city can do.

And, and | applaud their efforts, and |
just want to nake sure they are recogni zed for
that. Today, as the association representing
restaurants, hotels, and the broader tourism

i ndustry in Pennsylvani a and Phil adel phia, we are
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here to offer our support for Council menber
Landau's bill nunber 240331, which expands
options for streeteries by allowing streeteries
i n Philadel phia to explore the use of space
adj acent to their operating restaurants.

Last tinme we gathered, industry nenbers
and | stressed the urgency of this conversation.
We're grateful to see that urgency echoed by you
all. Special thanks to Council menber Rue Landau
for |l eading the charge and bringing this issue to
the forefront. While we've discussed nunerous
I nprovenents to outdoor dining prograns today, we
want to underscore the inportance of adjacent use
and the flexibility it offers to hospitality
operators here in Phil adel phi a.

Al'l owi ng adj acent use wll inject
vitality into the industry, benefiting operators,
enpl oyees, and visitors alike. It neans nore
seating, translating to increased opportunities
for restaurant operators and nore jobs for staff.
Many operators have expressed interest in
establishing streeteries but have been hindered
by limted abutting space, rendering it

economi cal |y unfeasi bl e.
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Counci | nrenber Landau's | egislation
presents a practical solution to this chall enge
and one that is based off of feedback fromthe
I npacted industry. Advancing this |egislation
wi || enhance the accessibility for visitors and
consuners. Qutdoor dining often provides a nore
spaci ous, accessible, and conveni ent experience
conpared to indoor seating, especially in ol der
or historic establishnments with tight and cranped
i nteriors.

To illustrate the significance of
adj acent use, let nme share a couple stories from
our nenbers. A great operator on 15th Street,
Good Dog Bar, had a beautiful streetery using the
adj acent bank property. This allowed themto
hire additional staff and serve nore of our
comunity. They went from having 48 additional
seats to now 8 additional seats. They | ook
forward to expanding their streetery again and
hiring nore staff in the com ng nonths.

M ke's BBQ a nationally-renowned,
| ocal | y-owned corner barbecue restaurant on 11th
and Morris, had previously been allowed to have a

coupl e of picnic benches in front of their
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restaurant. Unfortunately, since they are a
corner property, they were forced to renove them
Wth the passing of this bill, Mke's will be
able to once again serve guests alfresco in front
of their neighbor's property with perm ssion.

Owmners and operators have tirelessly
advocated for city governnment to enable the use
of adjacent property in the Streetery Program
especially those in unique |ocations |ike corner
properties and historic nei ghborhoods. Today,
this commttee has the opportunity to address the
presenting need. PRLA proudly supports
Counci | mrenber Landau's efforts to advance this
| egi sl ati on on adj acent use.

And we stand ready to assist the city
as we collectively nove forward. W |ook forward
to working with the admnistration and Council in
any way we can as regulations are drafted and
consi der ed.

And we're happy to help in any way to
ensure that the industry is engaged al ong the
way. We also ook forward to hearing directly
fromsone of our owners and operators at the

neeting today, who can attest to how this
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l egislation will positively inpact their
busi ness. Thank you, Councilwonman Landau, this
commttee, and all Council for your |eadership in
this inportant initiative.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you so
much. WII M. Thomas and M. O Neal please
present your testinony?

M5. THOVAS: Ms. Thomas first. Good
norni ng -- good. good afternoon Chairperson
Young, Vice Chairperson Squilla, and fellow
counci | renbers. Thank you for the opportunity to
speak with you all today. M nane is Ashley
Thomas. |I'mthe director of HR 1icensing, and
conpliance for the Royal Restaurant G oup. W
have no approved streeteries yet.

|'ve applied for four, but we do have
sidewal k cafes at Triangle Tavern, Dos Segundos,
and Cantina Los Caballitos. W want to add them
to Khyber Pass Pub in Od Gty and Bl azerz Food
Joint in -- on South Street because nobody wants
to sit inside a hernetically-seal ed box on a 70-
degr ee day.

| appreciate the invitation and

opportunity to share sonme of ny thoughts and
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f eedback on Council nenber Landau's legislation to
aut hori ze the use of adjacent property, as it
relates to Philadel phia's Streetery Program bi l
nunber 240331. | am al so happy to answer any
guestions or address any concerns you all may
have. We have 1 bar that is 17 feet wide and in
front of it is a BILCO door, one of those death,
basenent trap doors.

So this | eaves us roomfor exactly one
teeny-tiny bistro table with two seats. Qur
nei ghbors do not mnd at all if we put tables in
front of their place and we did at the begi nning
of the pandemc. A streetery would |et us have
three tables outside. And using the adjacent
area would allow us to have five tabl es outsi de.
Any one of us could now take both parents with us
to lunch because right now, we can't with two
seat s.

Il would -- | would really |ove to nmake
this a possibility. Like Ben noted in his
testinony, allow ng for adjacent use wll help
inject vitality into the industry, make the
streets safer with constant outside presence, and

make it cleaner as well. This in turn wll
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benefit operators, enployees, and visitors.

Owners and operators have tirelessly
advocated for city governnent to enable the use
of adj acent property, especially those in unique
| ocations |ike corner properties and our teeny-
tiny historic nei ghborhood.

Today, we hope the commttee wll take
the opportunity to act on the this need. Thank
you Counci |l menber Landau. And big thanks to the
entire comrittee for inviting us to participate.
We | ook forward to hel ping however we can novi ng
forward. Happy to answer any questions you may
have.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you so
much. M. O Neal, please proceed with your
testi nony.

MR. RAND: Good afternoon. ny nane is
Greg Rand, R A-N-D. Good afternoon, Chairperson
Young, Vice Chairperson Squilla -- it's always a

pl easure to see you again -- and fell ow

counci | renbers. Thank you for the opportunity to

speak with you all today. As | stated, ny nane
iIs Geg Rand, but everybody knows ne by Spoonie.

| amthe owner-operator of O Neal's Pub off of
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South street on 3rd in the South Street Headhouse
Busi ness District.

We currently operate a snall |ega
streetery in front of our establishnment and woul d
| ove to have an addition to our streetery at the
adj oining property. | appreciate the invitation
and opportunity to share sone of ny thoughts and
f eedback on Council menber's Landau's | egislation
to authorize the use of adjacent property as it
relates to the Phil adel phia Streetery Program
bill nunber 240331.

| am al so happy to answer any questions
or address any concerns you all may have. Let ne
first say O Neal's Pub is comng up on 45 years
of business. And | nyself have been working in
t he Headhouse District for 38 years. During the
terrible tinme of COVID, we had a streetery at two
adj oining properties, including in front of
anot her restaurant, which saved us.

Qur nei ghbors and our fell ow businesses
enjoyed that streetery. And |'mhere to ask you
to pl ease consider being in favor of this bill,
not just for us but the restaurant industry as a

whole. It would open so nmany nore doors.
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Counci | renber Landau's | egislation makes sense.
It's practical for the city, will enhance the
out door di ning progranms in Phil adel phia, and w ||
allow restaurants to expand operations and create
new opportunities.

Li ke Ben noted in his testinony,
all ow ng for adjacent use will help inject
vitality into the industry. That in turn wll
benefit operators, enployees, and visitors.
Owners and operators have tirel essly advocat ed
for the city governnment to enable to use the
adj acent property, especially those in unique
| ocations |ike corner properties and historic
nei ghbor hoods.

Today, we hope the commttee wll take
the opportunity to act in this need. Thank you,
Counci | renber Landau. And a big thanks to the
entire commttee for inviting us to participate
today. W look forward to hel pi ng however we can
nmovi ng forward. Happy to answer any questions
that you may have. Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you so
much. Are there any questions of these w tnesses

by nmenbers of the commttee? No? Seeing none,
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we really appreciate your tine to cone down here
and testify on this bill.

M5. THOMAS: Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG. |Is there anyone
el se in the chanber here to testify on bil
nunber 2403317

MR GLINTAK: | have -- Richard
G@iniak. M. Chair, too, | just want to thank
everybody who cane out and testified. Thank you
for taking the tine and effort of the -- of

busi ness owners to cone out here and share their

I nterest and how, how inportant this bill is to
them So it -- very nuch appreciate it. Thank
you.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Landau.

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU: | just wanted to
put one thing on the record for the, the | ast
panel, is that -- you know, | already shared with
the owner of O Neal's that when we tal k about the

vitality that conmes to city streets, we also talk

about safety. |'moften wal king past his place
where -- 1've never net himbefore today, but
that -- there's people out there because he's
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al ways had seats outside. And it actually just
makes the streets safer and, and, and nore
vi brant, so thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you so
much, Council nenber. Pl ease proceed with your
testi nony.

MR. GLINIAK: Yes. Good afternoon
agai n, again, Chair Young and conmttee nmenbers
of the Streets and Services Commttee. M nane
Is Rchard Ainiak. As | said before, I'ma
Denocratic Commttee person. |'malso a nenber
of the South, South Nei ghborhood associ ation
there in the Gaduate Hospital area. And | don't
have a ot to say, but | do want to say as a
frequent restaurant patron, | strongly support
streeteries, sidewal k cafes, and parkl ets.

And | strongly support this common
sense bill nunber 240331. It is about
wal kability, and this would definitely enhance
the wal kability. It's a -- we are very fortunate
to be in one of the nost wal kable cities in the
nation, in, in ny view

And this would go a long way. It is --

it is shocking to ne that they were not already
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allowed to open up at the adjacent properties
with that owner's perm ssion, of course. This,
this is a conmmon sense bill, and | strongly
support it. Thank you so nuch, all of you.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you so rnuch
for your testinony. Are there any questions of
this witness? Seeing none, thank you. |Is there
anyone else in the chanbers wishing to testify on
bill nunmber 2403317 Seeing none, thank you. M.
Pul l'in, would you please read the titles of the
next bills to be heard?

THE CLERK: Bill nunber 240183, titled
"Establishing parking regulations vicinity of
Hof f man Street between South 19th Street and
South 20th Street, Pierce Street between South
17th and South 18th Street, Pierce Street between
South 21st Street and South 20th Street Sigel
Street between South 22nd Street and South 23rd
Street, McC ellan street between South 18th
street and South 17th Street, MC ellan Street
bet ween South 19th Street and South 18th Street,
McClellan Street between South 20th Street and
South 19th Street, Jackson street between South

15th Street and South 16th Street, Jackson Street
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bet ween South 19th Street and South 20th Street,
Mckean Street between South 20th Street and South
21st Street.”

And al so bill nunber 240184, titled
“Establ i shing parking regulations in the vicinity
of South 18th Street between Reed Street and
VWharton Street, South 18th street between
Di cki nson Street and Reed Street, South 18th
street between Tasker Street and D cki nson
Street, Oakford Street between South 24th Street
and South 25th Street, Oakford Street between
South 22nd Street and South 23rd Street, South
19th Street between D ckinson Street and Tasker
Street, South 21st Street between Tasker Street
and Morris Street, Manton Street between South
20th Street and South 19th Street, Bancroft
Street between Tasker Street and Mrris Street,
Alter Street between South 22nd Street and South
21st Street."

And al so bill nunber 240191, titled
"Establishing parking regulations in the vicinity
of Norris Street between Bel grade street and Gaul
Street, Ritter Street between Dauphin Street and

Norris Street, York Street between Mercer Street
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and Thonpson Street, Hagert Street between Cedar
street and Gaul Street, Wshart Street between
Frankford Avenue and Enerald Street, Del ancey
Street between South 2nd Street and Front Street,
Front Street between Spruce Street and Pine
Street, Spruce Street between South 2nd Street,
and South 3rd Street.”

And al so bill nunmber 240334, titled
"“Amendi ng Chapter 12-2700 of the Phil adel phia
Code entitled Permt Parking Districts by
changi ng certain boundaries and establishing new
permt parking districts, all under certain terns
and conditions."

And al so bill nunber 240335, titled
"“Amendi ng Chapter 12-2700 of the Phil adel phia
Code entitled Permt Parking Districts by
extendi ng the authorized duration of tenporary
parking permts and setting new permt
application fees, all under certain terns and
condi tions."

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you, M.
Pullin. Wuld you please call the witnesses to
testify on these bills?

THE CLERK: The first witness to

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Streets and Services
05/ 10/ 2024

79

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

5/10/ 24 - STATED - BILL 240119, ETC
testify is Lester Enmerson, deputy managing --
deputy manager of the Phil adel phia Parking
Aut hority.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Good afternoon,
M. Enerson. Please set your nanme for the record
and begin your testinony on the bills.

MR. EMERSON. Good day, Counci l
Chairman. M/ nane is Lester Enerson, deputy
manager for the Phil adel phia Parking Authority.
Thank you for allowing nme to testify before
Council regarding bills two 240183, 240184, and
240191, establishing parking regulations. The
Phi | adel phi a Parki ng Authority has no objection
to the ordi nances previously read before Council
and recommends favorabl e consideration. Should I
go by the other ones as well?

Ckay. Thank -- once again, thank you
for allowing ne to testify before Counci
regardi ng ordi nance 240334, anendi ng par ki ng
permt District 40 to allow additional streets to
participate in the residential parking program
and ordi nance 240335, anendi ng tenporary parking
permts.

Thi s anendnent will increase the anount
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of days residents can apply and will increase the
fee. The Phil adel phia Parking Authority has no
objection to the ordi nances previously read
before Council and recommends favorable
consi deration. Thank you again for your tine.
And 1'll be happy to answer any questi ons.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you. Are
there any questions by nenbers of the commttee
on these bills? Seeing none, is there any nenber
-- any other person in the chanber that's | ooking
to testify on bill nunber 240183 or 240184,
240191, 24034 or 240335? Yeah. M., M.

Enmerson, thank you for your testinony. No
guestions for you.

MR. EMERSON:. Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG M. Pullin, would
you please call the w tnesses for 2403357

THE CLERK: The next wi tnesses to
testify are Derek Lonbardi, senior planner at the
Del aware Val |l ey Regi onal Pl anni ng Conm ssi on and
M chael Fi chman, associ ate professor of practice
in the Departnent of City & Regional Planning at
the University of Pennsylvania's Witzmn School

of Desi gn.
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COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you.
Pl ease state your nane for the record and proceed
Wi th your testinony.

MR. LOVBARDI : Good afternoon. |'m
Derek Lonbardi, senior planner at the Del anware
Val | ey Regi onal Pl anni ng Comm ssi on.

MR FICHVAN. |'m M chael Fichman. [|'m
an associ ate professor of practice.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you.
Pr oceed.

MR. LOVBARDI : Yes. (Good afternoon.
Thank you, Chairman Young, Commttee Vice Chair
Squilla, and other nenbers of the coomittee and
Council. As | nmentioned, |I'ma planner at the
Del aware Val |l ey Regi onal Pl anni ng Comm ssi on,
al so known as DVRPC. W serve as the
nmet ropol i tan pl anni ng organi zation for the
Greater Phil adel phia region, working with five
Pennsyl vani a counties, including the Cty of
Phi | adel phia and four New Jersey counti es.

DVRPC nmanages the region's
Transportation | nprovenent Program Program or
TIP and its | ong-range plan, both of which are

federal | y-mandat ed resources to ensure orderly
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growt h and devel opnment in the region. And as a
menber of the Ofice of Smart Gowh, | support
the goals and vision identified in that |ong-
range plan by perform ng anal yses and produci ng
pl anni ng studi es at the request of our nenbers.

In 2020 and 2021, our office conducted
research on residential parking nanagenent
strategies at the request of the Gty of
Phi | adel phia, specifically the Planning
Conmi ssion. Mich of this research focused on
residential parking permt prograns and what
reforns can help the city respond to changi ng
conditions in its nei ghborhoods.

The study nanmed Spot Check, strategies
for managi ng residential parking in Philadel phia,
was published in 2021. And the purpose of ny
testinony is to highlight trends and share key
t akeaways fromour research as it relates to bil
nunber 240335. | should begin by noting that
street parking is a key part of our city's
transportation system and it needs active
managenent to ensure it works effectively and
adds value to the comunity.

Yet, insufficient residential parking
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was identified as a serious issue in Philadel phia
as far back as 1962 and renmins a particul ar
chal |l enge here due to the fact that many
residential areas were built up before vehicle
use was common. Today, as it was then, on-street
parking policy is fundanentally an effort to
manage demand for an unchangi ng supply.
Popul ati on growm h and ot her factors have
escal ated parking chal |l enges in Phil adel phi a.

The city's first Residential Parking
Permt or RPP districts were established in 1982.
And the program functions nuch as it always has
in of these changes. Signs that a given RPP
district may be under stress include high
occupancy rates, despite the w despread adoption
of permt restrictions, |ong parking search
times, and the need to park far fromone's
destination. Local exanples of this have already
mani f est ed.

A 2013 anal ysis by RCOs covering
Parking District 1 in Southwest Center Gty
suggested that there were nearly two parKking
permts issued for every one permt regqgul ated

space. Oher recent Pl anni ng Conm ssion research
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found nighttinme parking occupancy rates of 107
percent in Fairmount and 97 percent in Fishtown.
During the course of our study, three thenes
ener ged.

The first is that denographic, socio-
econom c, and devel opnment trends have led to a
significant increase in the nunber of cars owned
by Phil adel phia residents. The parking permt
program was established in an era of declining
popul ati on.

Conversely, at the tinme of our
research, the city was experiencing its 13th
consecutive year of population growh while
aver age househol d size, rates of vehicle
owner shi p, and devel opnent activity, as neasured
by building permts, also ticked upward. Between
2010 and 2018, 0 car househol ds declined by
al nost 13, 000, despite overall househol ds
I ncreasi ng by nearly 33, 000.

Furthernore, we estinmated that the
nunber of cars in Phil adel phia increased at a
faster rate than the nunber of people. The
second thene is that parking denmand varies across

nei ghbor hoods and permt districts and depends on
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hi storic devel opnent patterns, the distribution
and character of new residential devel opnent,
househol d si ze and conposition, incone, trave
needs, and proximty to transit.

As such, RPP policies nmay need to
I ncorporate nore flexible standards. |[|n recent
years, increases have occurred in both the nunber
of commuters who drove alone to work and in the
share of Phil adel phi ans who work outside of the
city's boundaries. Mdreover, nmuch of
Phi | adel phi a's popul ati on, housing unit, and
I ncome growt h has occurred in denser areas where
par ki ng chal | enges were already nore acute.

The third thenme is that attitudes and
approaches to parking managenent have changed
since the RPP programwas initiated, providing
our city with an opportunity to review and anend
its policies to reinforce recent transportation
and sustainability goals. Were once the parking
programwas identified as too little -- too
little supply, it is now increasingly viewed as
an i nadequat e managenent of existing supply and
per haps even too nuch supply in sone places.

Qur study exam ned parking policies in
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nine other North Anerican cities. And our report
outlines eight potentially relevant policy
changes across three, permt eligibility, permt
cost, and the process of establishing or
nodi fying districts. The proposed anendnent
considers three such changes, a household permt
cap, higher permt fees, and a new visitor or
tenporary permt policy and fees.

First, the proposed anendnent woul d
establish a cap of three permts per househol d.
Five of the nine cities we surveyed had
I npl ement ed sone, sone sort of househol d based
permt cap. Baltinore and Seattle limted all
households to four permts, while Austin, Texas,
and San Francisco enforced different restrictions
based on nei ghbor hood cont ext.

Portl and, Oregon restricted househol ds
in sone districts to one permt per |icensed
driver and three per housing unit. Based on
Phi | adel phia's 2018 pernmit data, enacting a
cityw de cap of three permts per household would
theoretically renove 232 vehicles frompermt-
restricted streets.

Since the vast majority of
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partici pating households only obtain one or two
permts, restrictions that reduce eligibility to
fewer than three permts would have a nore
dramatic inpact. A cap of two permts per
househol d woul d renove anot her 1,200 additi onal
vehi cl es.

The second provision under
consideration is raising the cost to obtain
parking permts from $35 for the first permt,
with a graduated pricing scheme for each
addi tional vehicle to a flat fee of $75 per
mnute. Pricing reforns are popular. However,
setting effective and fair prices can be conpl ex.
Here are sone ways to think about it. Permt
hol ders typically pay only a fraction of a
par ki ng spot's nmarket val ue.

The existing $35 annual fee nmeans that
users pay |ess than $3 per nmonth. By conparison,
parking on a netered street costs nearly the sane
anmount for an hour, while the average cost of a
reserved nont hly parking space is $275,
translating to roughly $3,300 a year. The
typical disparities in cost for transit or bike

share passes al so raise equity concerns and
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I ncentivize vehicle travel over other nodes.

Currently, a nmonthly SEPTA TransPass
costs $96 over $1,100 in a year. And an annual
bi ke share nmenbership through Indego is $230,
still nore than six tines as expensive as a
street parking permt. The average permt cost
in the cities we surveyed was $61. Qur $35 fee
IS nore expensive than Austin, Baltinore, Boston
and Pittsburgh but cheaper than Portland, San
Franci sco, Seattle, and Toronto.

At 200 -- $626, the cost of a second
permt in Toronto was nore than three tines
greater than the, the cost of the first permt.
Qur study advi sor suggested that the current fees
do not even cone close to covering the cost of
the program particularly as the nunber of permt
streets and users have grown. This suggests that
raising permt prices in the nane of cost
recovery and nore effective parking nmanagenent
may be feasible.

We further conmmend the bill anmendnent
for offering a fee waiver for the first permitted
vehicle in | owinconme households. The anendnent

al so proposes updated visitor or tenporary
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parking fees with a $7 singl e-day pass and 15,
30, and 60 day passes that cost $5 per day. In
pier cities, visitor parking acconmmobdati ons
varied wdely. Sone offered annual visitor
par ki ng passes to residents, ranging in cost from
$1 in Pittsburgh to $75 in Portl and.

Most offered residents daily or other
short-termvisitor permts, as would continue to
be the case here in Phil adel phia. Their prices
ranged fromfree in Baltinore and Washi ngt on,
D.C. to $35 for one week in Toronto. Several
cities also placed caps on visitor passes. 1In
Austin and San Francisco, the |imt was 20-day
passes per nonth, while in Baltinore the limt
was just 4. Toronto limts tenporary permts to
a maxi mum of ei ght consecutive weeks at a tine.

To concl ude, no single parking
managenent strategy can sol ve Phil adel phia's
chal |l enge of too many cars conpeting for too few
cur bsi de spaces. Parking issues are nultifaceted
and require a conprehensive approach in
conbination with | and use and transportation
pl anning. And instituting any reforns wll

require trade-offs between efficacy, convenience,

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Streets and Services
05/ 10/ 2024

90

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

5/10/ 24 - STATED - BILL 240119, ETC
ease of adm nistration and enforcenent, and
inportantly, equity.

Qur report includes several other
strategies that could be incorporated into the
RPP program and concl udes by presenting a series
of guiding principles that can hel p Phil adel phia
deci si on-nmakers optim ze parking policy. They
i ncl ude establishing clear, clear criteria for
how potential changes will be eval uated, engaging
st akehol ders and the public, differentiating or
| ayering different strategies in different parts
of the city, and starting small.

DVRPC supports the city's efforts to
engage w th parking managenent at this tine. And
Wwe encourage everyone to review the report online
or in the hard copies provided today. Thank you
for your tine. And | look forward to your
responses or questions.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you so
much. M. Fichman, proceed wth your testinony.

MR FICHVAN. Yes. Hello. W nane is
M chael Fichman. And |I'm an associ ate professor
of practice, Departnent of Gty & Regional

Pl anning at the University of Pennsylvania. As a
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matter of disclosure, I'"'minvolved with the city
in a couple capacities. | serve on an advisory
board to the Commerce Departnent's nighttine
econony director, nmenber of city council's arts
and culture task force.

['"'mnot here in either of those
capacities, but | just figured I'd nention. And
|'ve al ways appreci ated working with you when it
comes to those other issues. |'mhere to offer
nmy observations as a researcher and city planner
who -- I'mfamliar with transportation behavi or
and eval uation of parking prograns. And | want
to explain why | think curb congestion is
occurring and offer sone ideas for finding sone
appropri ate goal s.

My sense is the core issue that we're
tal ki ng about here is not that the curb is too
congested. It's that too nany people own cars,
and there's not enough place to put them And
so, the question we should be asking is, what,
what are our goals? W should be trying to get
cars out of the city. Wat do we need to do to
get cars out of the city? Do we need to change

prices or do we need to offer nore transit
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al ternatives?

My col | eague from DVRPC has done
fantastic research. | really encourage you to,
toread it. It details a lot of this parking
issue from like, soup to nuts, tail to snout. A
couple facts that | pulled out of reading that
report, that, you know, Phil adel phia's popul ation
is growing. The nunber of cars is grow ng faster
t han the nunber of people is growing. But the
job market is very regional, so a |ot of people
have no choice but to drive.

So you own a car because it gets you
where you need to go, and it gets you where you
need to go better than whatever your alternatives
are. And you're willing to bear that cost. The
costs are not high enough to depress the rates of
car ownership or the -- or the alternatives are
not good enough. So what happens when we have
too many cars? People cruise around | ooking for
par ki ng.

They cause street congestion that can
be up to 30 percent of traffic in cities, in sone
cases. Sonetines cities put in place, |ike,

mandat ory parking requirenments, which drive up
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the cost of land. They induce nore driving.
They're really bad for the environnent.
Fortunately, we're getting away fromthat sort of
thing here. Sonme people respond to congestion by
nmovi ng. They say, "I can't find a place for ny
car."

“I"mgoing to | eave this nei ghborhood.
I'"'mgoing to | eave Phil adel phia."” Those are,
obviously, things we'd like to try to avoid. And
sonme people will switch to taking the bus or the
train. And the questionis, really, what do |I do
when | need to get sonewhere? Does sonething get
me fromny door to where | work or where | need
to go, buy sone groceries, efficiently, cost
effectively?

Peopl e nake very conpli cated
cal cul ations, and they vary from household to
househol d, dependi ng on how nuch noney you earn,
where you need to go, where your job is. So this
curb problemis a synptom of auto dependency.
And the core issue is the lack of alternatives.

Addressing this requires SEPTA
services, rideshare, bike infrastructure, car

infrastructure, things that give you a good
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alternative to buying a car or bringing a car to
a nei ghborhood that you want to nove to because
you have sone place of, you know, enploynent that
requires you to drive. So we need to consider
where jobs are going. They should be in transit,
accessi ble places. So this is a broader
question, maybe, than, than just pricing.

| honestly don't know, from-- based on
nmy research and reading literature, whether small
upticks in fees of 10s of dollars or even 100s of
dol | ars are enough to affect the choices of car
owners. Are those enough to nmake you sell your
car? Are those enough to di ssuade you from
nmoving into You do a nei ghborhood with your car?
And so, the market -- we know the market costs to
store a car. |In sone neighborhoods it can be
t housands of dollars, right.

That' s what parki ng, parking garage
operators are willing to sell you a parking space
for in some places. How large a fee is needed
for sonmeone to sell their car? 1, | don't know.
We don't know how sensitive drivers are to these
costs. If the optinal fee is really high, you

have to -- or even if it's just 10s or 100s of
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doll ars, you got to think, what does that do to
t he household who has no alternative but to
drive?

That's essentially inposing sone sort
of fee or, or tax on them And they have no
flexibility with their demand to drive. They
have a job in the suburbs. They have to be
there. So | suggest the city and its transit
partners try to set goals. How many cars shoul d
there be in Phil adel phia? How congested shoul d
the curbs be? You could set goals district to
district.

And then you can estimate the fees by
surveyi ng drivers and doi ng ot her kinds of
research. What are the fees? Wat are the
transit alternatives that would cause you to nove
froma car to sonething else? And that is one
car that cones off the road, if you can optim ze
that correctly. So good parking managenent
prograns have optim zation goals that they strive
for wwth their -- with their funding fornula or
their fees.

Lastly, |, | urge you to dismss

argunents you m ght hear from parking, that
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mar ket pricing parking is a revenue opportunity
for the city. The city is not a parking garage.
The city is -- the governnent of the city nanages
public goods. They're trying to nanage the curb
for access, to nake people's lives better.

If we just wanted to nake noney from
the real estate that's under city control, we'd
turn the parks into, like, steel mlls or
sonething, right? The park -- the curb is a
public good, and we should try to nmanage it in a
way that makes people's lives better and nmakes --
you know, provides for nore equitable outcones.

So ny hope is that the city can act,
you know, sort of deliberately and holistically
and thi nk about how fees and managenent and
coordination with transit partners, using fees to
fund transit alternatives, whether these kinds of
things are feasible to cone up with a long-term
solution to the probl em

Agai n, | encourage you to read the
research that ny coll eague provided. | think
it'"s really great. And |I'm happy to provide any
answers or support on these matters that | can.

Thank you.
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COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you so rnuch
for your testinony. Are there any questions of
this -- of these wtnesses by nenbers of the
commttee? Seeing none, thank you so nmuch for
your -- I'msorry -- I'msorry. The Chair
recogni zes Counci | menber Ahmad. Sorry.

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD: Do these -- nmaybe
I'"mjust gonna wite it. |It's too hard to --
They woul d have a place to park their car and
those are the automated parking structures that
you put one car down.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  So Counci | menber
Ahmad' s question is, essentially, have we thought
of different ways to alleviate parking in our
communi ties, such as, like, delayed parking and,
and things |ike that, and subsidi zed parKki ng.

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD: So you can wal k
to your house, but you still got your car nearby.

MR. FICHVAN. Qur report does have a
nunber of other strategies. | nentioned the few
that relate to the bill |anguage today, but one
of the anmendnents that already went into the
| egislation a few years ago has a | ayered

strategy, | think, in District 38, where, you
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know, a few different rules are in place that do
not allow residents of a multifam |y buil ding
that has its own structured parking in, | think,
the River Wards area to, to receive a, a district
permt pass.

And we think that there's roomfor this
type of layering and different strategies. And
maybe | didn't quite understand the question as
it was tel ephoned towards ne, but the -- in terns
of the, the pricing, | nmean, we, we noted that
the, the, the discount or the waiver that was
offered for the first fee for |lowincone
househol ds, that was sonething that we've seen
done in other cities with, with different pricing
nodel s for different parts of the city as well.

Not necessarily based on income, but
just based on the, the, the capacity or the over
subscription for a certain parking district that
may warrant charging different rates or just
using different policies in the areas of the city
where the parking crunch is nbst severe.

MR. LOVBARDI: Can | add? That -- the
city has the ability to enable dynam c pricing

prograns. These are really good in places that
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have sonme commercial activity where if you're
trying to, like, disentangle parking policy
bet ween residents and visitors to the
nei ghbor hood, you can tune prices up and down to
get the right |levels of occupancy. It's alittle
harder if it's super congested with residenti al
vehi cl es.

Thi s has been done in Pittsburgh. And
I'"ve had conversations with people at Gis and
ot her places where this is sonething that people,
you know, have shown sone interest in doing in
sone of the m xed-use areas of the city. And
that m ght be able to drive down sone congesti on.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG.  Thank you. Are
there any questions of these w tnesses? Seeing
none, thank you so nmuch for your testinony. M.
Pullin, will you please call the name of the next
W t nesses?

THE CLERK: The next w tnesses testify
are Wlliam Tung, fire captain for the
Phi | adel phia Fire Departnent and Russell Richie,
associ ate director of cognitive science at the
Uni versity of Pennsyl vani a.

MR TUNG Hi. Good afternoon -- good
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afternoon, Chairman Young, Vice Chair Squilla. |1
am here on behalf of 5th Square, definitely not
on behalf of ny day job. H. MW nanme is WII
Tung. [|'ma Steering Commttee nenber at 5h
Square and | live in Southwest Philly, in
Ki ngsessi ng, where |I'mthe bl ock captain of the
5100 Bl ock of Springfield Avenue.

I"'mtestifying in support of bill
240335, which will bring about small reforns to
our residential permt parking system And I
want to push this Council body to consider
addi ti onal changes to nore equitably allocate our
scarce on-street parking. On ny residentia
bl ock in Kingsessing, at the urging of ny ol der
nei ghbors, | successfully petitioned for permt
par ki ng.

Before we had RPP, we faced a variety
of challenges with parked cars, nostly due to
| ack of enforcement. Folks with out-of-state
pl ates would | eave their cars in our block for
nonths at a tinme. | had a car abandoned in front
of nmy house for a full year. W had one nei ghbor
that just parked directly in front of the fire

hydrant every night. That was his, |ike,
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personal parking spot.

Al'l of these problens di sappeared once
we received RPP and we received consistent
enforcenent, but -- and, and to nme, solving these
quality of life issues is well worth the annual
fee of RPP. And stories |ike these are common.
And this is why we at 5th Square believe that RPP
policy is an essential tool to supporting
Phi | adel phia's transportation and quality of life
obj ectives. W believe RPP nust al so evolved to
nmeet the needs of our changing city.

Sone of the chall enges we see RPP
policy could address, right? There's a disparity
In costs between permts and a SEPTA TransPass.

If you own a SEPTA TransPass and you, you pay the
nmont hly cost of a SEPTA TransPass, that's 33 nore
-- times nore expensive than a $35 parking
permt. A DVRPC study, Spot Check, which you
guys should all have, it showed that between 2010
and 2018, Phil adel phia increased nore cars than
it did people.

And we were anong the 50 |argest cities
inthe US. W, we saw the greatest increase in

cars or greatest percentage increase. Al so, in
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Permt Zone 1, in Southwest Center Cty, it found
that for every two permts issued, there's one
par ki ng space. There's not enough parking spots
for the amount of permts that are being issued.
So I, | urge Council to consider using RPP as an
essential strategy in reducing parking demand in
our nost stressed permt districts.

So, like, our, our -- the crux of our
argunent is a parking spot in Kingsessing or
A ney shouldn't cost as nuch as a parking spot in
Center GCty. And you guys should have al so
recei ved this book, Paved Paradi se by Henry
Gabar. It's a wonderful book, and it talks
about kind of parking science. There's a whole
sci ence behind parking and --published | ast year.
Thank you so nmuch for your tinmne.

MR RICH E: Thank you. Good

af ternoon, Chai rman Young, Vice Chair Squilla,

and nmenbers of Gty Council. M nane is Russel
Richie. |I'ma Steering Conmttee nenber with 5th
Square. | work professionally as a data

scientist and cognitive scientist with the
Uni versity of Pennsylvania. But today |I'malso -

- I'"'mjust here in ny capacity as a nenber of 5th
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Squar e.

So | think the problens that WII
descri bed and the previous panelists described
and | think that this bill is largely addressed
at solving, we think they can be addressed by
recogni zing that our streets are public |and.
And t hat when soneone takes that public land to
store a private vehicle, they are excluding the
rest of the public fromthat space.

That nmeans that the public should be
conpensated with the -- for the |loss of that
space, according to what the land is actually
worth. And there are various nethods to figure
out what parking land is worth, which previous
panel i sts have descri bed, dynam c pricing,
auctioning off only as many permts as we have
spaces, things like that. W can describe and we
shoul d -- excuse ne. W should discuss which
met hod i s best for us.

But | want to point out that we already
do conpensate the public when a private citizen
occupi es a piece of land. There is a mechanism
for this that we can look at that wll get us in

the ballpark for RPP pricing. And I'mtalking,
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of course, about the 1.4 percent tax on |and that
all |l andowners pay as part of their property tax.

So what | would |ike to show you is
what an RPP would cost if we set the RPP annual
fee to 1.4, 1.4 percent of the value of the |and
a parking space takes up, which is about 160
square feet. So in other words, if you owned 100
square feet vacant land in a given RPP zone, what
woul d your property tax be each year? |'ve
anal yzed this with both OPA' s assessnents and ny
own i ndependent nodel of |and val ues.

['l'l be happy to answer questions about
the details and differences between these
approaches, but they both generally lead to the
sanme conclusions. So if you | ook at the map
that's projected -- and | believe you all also
have a copy of this. There's a -- there's a map
for OPA and a map for ny independent nodel.

But if you |l ook just at the OPA map,
you can see that the tax liability on a parking
space worth of land in the center city zones
starts at $202 per year. In permt 5 -- Permt
Zone -- excuse ne. Permt Zone 5 is actually

over $400. But then in zones in far North
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Philly, the tax liability is between $35. and
$44 and ot her zones throughout the city are
somewhere i n between.

So for ne, this all raises the
guestion, why do we so often charge |ess for
storing a personal car, which is often not a
necessity in various parts of our city, like
Center City? Wy do we charge less for storing a
personal car than we charge for occupying | and
for the fundanmental human right of housing?

Ckay.

The ot her aspect here that | want to
highlight -- I'msorry, ny notes are a little out
of order -- is that the tax liability on a
par ki ng space worth of land is nuch higher than
the current RPP price of $35 per year and even
nore than the $75 in Council nenber Squilla's
proposed bill. But also, that liability varies
greatly throughout the city.

So a flat permt price of $35 or even
$75 is therefore a nassive subsidy to the richer,
whiter residents in Center City and South Philly
and a regressive tax on our poorer black and

brown residents in North and West Philly. So
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what inpact would this or simlar nethods of
pricing have on the problens we identified
earlier?

Fewer people would use cars, especially
in the denser parts of the city that are already
congested and pol luted, and which are nost
wal kabl e, bi keable, transit-rich and where denand
for parking outstrips supply. Mre people would
use heal thier, cleaner, cheaper, and nore
sust ai nabl e nodes of transportation. And the
remai ni ng RPP hol ders woul d have an easier tine
finding parking in those zones.

So to conclude, we, again, express our
support for Council taking up this bill. W
support capping the nunber of permts per
resi dence, raising the permt fee, and all ow ng
the PPA to adjust the fee by regul ation rather
t han ordi nance. Wat we advocate for, however,
is that we shouldn't charge a flat, regressive
RPP fee.

I nstead, PPA and Council shoul d
consider pricing the RPP according to market
i ndi cators of parking or land value in a

different RPP zones and update those prices
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regularly, every one to three years. This wl|
lead to a healthier, nore efficient, equitable,
and sustai nabl e Phil adel phia for all. Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you so mnuch
for your testinony. | nean, | just have one
qguestion, based on your analysis. You know, it -
- for me, this analysis would then create a right
to park. If, if we're charging folks to park
based on the value of that land, then for ne, we,
we may then create this right, right? And is
parking a right?

MR RICHE Yeah. |It's a great --

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG. So - -

MR RICHE -- question. So | think
what you're getting at is that -- like, land
owner shi p, which we charge the | and and property
tax for, that, that gives you the right to
excl ude everyone else froma particul ar parcel.
And, of course, that's not the way the RPP
exactly works at the nonent and doesn't guarantee
that you can, in fact, find a space at all.

If we increase the price of the permt
in the ways that, you know, |'m suggesting here

or according to auctions or |ooking at private
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par ki ng, whatever, it would get you very -- you
know, it would -- it would nmake nore avail abl e
par ki ng spaces, right? And thereby nmake it nuch
nore simlar to you outright owning a slice of
the city street, | think.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG So then that wll
only benefit the nost wealthy folks in that city,
essentially.

MR RICHE So -- can you repeat the
guestion? Sorry.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG So | think, |
mean, based on that analysis, it wll only
benefit the -- those that are -- that are nore
weal thier in our city.

MR RICHE Wll, | wuld say a few
things. | think, you know, as a previous
panel i st nmentioned, we can have certain kind of
I nconme- based sort of discounts for the, the price
of the permt, like other cities do. | would
al so point out that, you know, if we think about,
again, the streets as public space, right now
peopl e who own cars are getting that space for
far less than it's worth, right?

And that conmes at the cost of everybody
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el se -- excuse ne -- who doesn't drive, who
wal ks, who, who rides a bike, who takes transit,
who uses these nore efficient forns of
transportation. So, you know, | think -- I think
-- | think we can -- both of those sorts of
perspectives are kind of inportant here.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  So what do you do
in, in areas that are gentrified, right, where
the values are continually to outpace sone of the
i nconmes in certain conmmunities, even if they're
not necessarily lowinconme, right? But the
val ues are still tripling, you know, quadrupling
i n sone places.

MR RICHE Sorry. Can you repeat the
question agai n?

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG | said, so what
do you do in instances, right, based on your,
your theory here, when the val ues are outpacing,
you know, incomes in certain areas, particularly
i f they're, like, quadrupling in certain areas?

| know | represent areas of North
Phi | adel phi a where ny property or, or ny block is
assessed at 35,000, to, to be honest. But

there's a house that's being devel oped that's
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going to sell for 400,000 on that same bl ock. So
then what do you do -- under your theory, what
do you do then for, for parking?

MR RICH E Yeah. So thank you for
the question. It is a good question. And I
think part of the solution to that nay again cone
in certain kinds of, l|ike, incone-based
di scounts. You know, we have certain kinds of --

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  But 1'm not | ow
i ncone, right? So, like, I'"mnot |owincone, so
I won't qualify for that discount. But ny
parking is going to be 120 or, you know, $200
nNow.

MR RICHE Yeah. WlIl, we have
simlar kinds of relief prograns for property
taxes. And, you know, certain kinds of things
for certain kinds of sensitive groups could be
triggered here, circuit breakers, things |ike
that. You know, there could be naybe
restrictions on -- you know, to a certain percent
I ncrease per year. There's various kinds of
things that we can tinker wit, | think.

| do think, though, you know, the core

of this problem too many cars for not enough
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spaces, right, that's because we underprice the
permt right now So |I think as |Iong as we have
that, a super cheap permt price, we're going to
have congesti on.
COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you.
Council -- Chair recognizes Counci |l nenber Bass.
COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you. So |
| -- just a couple of things that cane to m nd.
And, and you don't have to respond. I'm |'m not
really | ooking for a response here because we
coul d probably be here all night long. But a
couple of things just occurred to ne and one is

that in, in, in your conversation in the

proposals that you offer, | don't really hear
what the inpact will be in terns of -- |ike, how
are peopl e supposed to nove around? | give up ny
car --

MR. RICH E: Yeah.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:. -- you know,
because of the cost --

MR RICH E  Yeah.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: --which is the
i ntended effect. And then -- and then what?

Because, you know, if -- listen, | think that
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peopl e have acquired so many cars. And | think
that, you know, it's like alnost, |ike, one car
per man, woman, and child in Phil adel phia.

But peopl e have acquired so many cars
because they don't want to ride public
transportation. And | don't hear in your
conversation anythi ng about inproving stuff.
Maybe it's in your docunents. And, you know, we
haven't had a chance to read themall, but | just
don't hear anything that says, this is what is
going to happen. You know, there --

MR. RICH E: Yeah.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: For every action,
there's a reaction.

MR RICH E  Yeah.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: And so, what --
the reaction will be howit will inpact all of
us. And, and the assunption that, okay,
everybody is either going to ride a bike or
everybody is going to get on SEPTA are just
unrealistic expectations and, and theory.

So, you know, like |I said, you don't
have to go into it today, but | just would Iike

to hear in the future, as we have this
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conversation because | don't think it's going
away because we do have a | ot of cars on the
road.

And we have a congestion problem W
have a -- you know, an environnental problem you
know, which requires us to deal wwth it. But,
again, if we get rid of our cars, what are we
telling people that they should be doing? And
that isn't really a part of what |I'm seeing being
present ed.

MR TUNG Do you mind if | respond
real quick?

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Oh, sure, briefly.
Yeah, you can respond.

MR TUNG In, in the Spot Check
report, it tal ks about parking benefit districts.
You know, it's a little bit outside of the scope
of this parking permt |egislation. The Spot
Check report tal ks about Portl and.

And, and they created a parking benefit
district where folks pay the neter. That noney
goes to that nei ghborhood, fol ks who live in that
nei ghborhood. And it actually goes to subsidize

the cost of transit passes for |owincone folks
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I n that nei ghborhood.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Well -- and that
sounds great. You know, I'mall for that. But I
think that the reason people don't want to ride
SEPTA is they feel that it's dirty, and they feel
that it's unsafe. And so, that doesn't go to
address how SEPTA is a partner in this kind of
conversation because it behooves themto have
nore ridership. They have nore riders. And they
can hopefully, you know, |ike, better maintain
the systemthat they have.

And people will feel safe. And
they'I'l, you know, they'll have the ability to
hire nore patrol officers to, you know, be on
buses and be on the subway and be on the L and
all that kind of thing.

But, you know, it, it, it -- | think
that there's nobody who wants to pay for the cost
of a car, insurance, repairs, gas, versus a, you
know, $30 TransPass or whatever the anpunt is for
a TransPass, a key card. You would probably
prefer $30 over all of the other cars. But with
that $30 comes so nuch that people don't want to

ride that system So | think that that has to be
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a part of your conversation.
MR RICHE R ght. Thank you so nuch.
COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Just a suggesti on.

MR TUNG |I'll just add real quick
that |, | very nuch appreciate that question.
And | absolutely agree that this --1 think

there's a broader conversation here about sort of
| nprovenents to transit.

And | will add, and | think one of the
previ ous panelists nentioned -- and this is also
part of the 5th Square platform-- that, you
know, if we increase these kinds of fees, right,
that's potentially noney to go to transport,
right. That, you know, can nmake SEPTA a nore
viable alternative for nore people. And we could
subsi di ze I ndego passes, you know. There's
various kinds of things |I think we could do that
make alternatives to cars nore feasible.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Ckay. Thank you.

MR. TUNG Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you so nuch
for your testinony. |s there anyone else here to
testify on bill nunber 2403357

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA: | have Jessie
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Adama -- or Amadi 0.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG Pl ease proceed.
Cone up. Thank you so nuch. Can you pl ease
state your nane for the record and proceed wth
your testinony?

M5. AMADIO Sure. M nane is Jessie
Amadi 0. Good afternoon, Chairperson Young and
the rest of the conrmittee nenbers. |'ma board
menber with Philly Bi ke Action!, which is a safe
streets advocacy group. | want to thank you for
the opportunity to conmment on Council man
Squilla' s bill to reformthe, the residential
parking permts. And | want to just say that |
really appreciated the recommendations fromthe
DVRPC, definitely experts in it nore than ne.

This is nore of a public conment and
just ny experience living in Philadel phia. Like
nmysel f, according to census data, around 25
percent of households in South Philly don't have
an accessory to a vehicle. And nei ghborhoods in
North Philly, that nunber is sonetines well over
50 percent. So while there are a ot of cars in
the road, there are a lot of people in the city

that can't afford vehicles. They're just priced
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out of that altogether.

And we do take SEPTA, and we -- and we
wal k. And we, you know, we do wish that it was
better funded and, and cleaner, for sure. But
that's, that's howwe live in this city. And
yet, valuable public land is sort of being given
away for private property storage and this sort
of dirt cheap permt pricing. And, like, in sone
nei ghbor hoods, like where | live, there's not
much permt at all.

It incentivizes car ownership to the
extent that, |like, the spots, which are already
limted, they're parked to the point that they're
overflowmng. They're in our crosswal ks. They're
bl ocki ng handi cap cut-outs. They're creating,
like, areally frustrating quality of life issue.

And it sounds like the PPA, as this program

expands, |ike, doesn't have the resources to
really enforce it the way that it -- that it
shoul d be.

So, you know, | have many friends. You
know -- you know, | have a -- | have a pretty

good j ob, you know, but ny friends, ny peers that
live in Center City and South Philly, you know,
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they have cars, but they don't really use them

They talk idly about getting rid of
t hem one day because they live in transit-rich,
wal kabl e nei ghbor hoods and -- but they keep their
car for the odd trip, you know, the odd vacation
here and there because it's so cheap that -- to
get a permt that they can just, you know, use
our streets like a permanent |ong-term storage
par ki ng garage, you know.

And those are the people who, | think,
can -- it's a choice for them whether they have
a car or not when there's plenty of people who
l'ive in neighborhoods where it's just not even
accessi bl e because the cars are taking over the
roads. And it's a real equity issue, | believe.
And so, you know, | think that | really support
this bill passing. And | urge Council to go
further and all ow for progressive pricing, you
know.

$35, even $75 is still effectively free
to a mddle class household in Center Gty. And
they could bear a much hi gher cost conpared to a
household in North Philly. And | strongly

support the reformbill. And | hope that you'l
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allow PPA to regul ate progressive, equitable
pricing that won't overburden | owincone
residents but can correct for the massively
under val ued asset of public space in high-incone
areas. Thank you very much.

MR CARTER. H . M nane is Mason
Carter. Thank you so nmuch for having us today.
| would like to also voice ny support for this
bill. You know, | think that as sonebody -- |'m
in a single-car household, and -- but |'ve also
had near nei ghbors that have had up to five cars
I n the neighborhood. And so, | think that having
that cap at three is really inportant for this
bill. 1'd even say two, but let's, you know,
wor k towards that.

And hopefully or ultimately, the city
can really think about getting to that goal of,
if we're going to have people who own cars,
getting it down to single-car households. And I
think that's a really good goal that this city
can pursue. Utimtely, $75 nakes a | ot of sense
for the, the onset of this. | think we should
wor k nore towards progressive, dynam c pricing.

But when you think about it wth
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inflation, | nmean, we haven't had an increase to
the permit for -- since, like, the 80s. So it,
it really nmakes sense, especially when you think
of it in an equity issue. You know, transit
riders have had fare increases. And, you know,
we, as transit riders, spend a | ot nore than on
parking permts. And a lot of |ow -incone people
rely on transit.

And so, that sort of gets to the point
as well that, you know, we need to think about,
you know, besides for increased enforcenent, for
-- being able to -- so that the PPA can do their
j obs and decrease the anmount of parking. what
are the benefits to increasing this? | nean, for
drivers, it's clearly not having to circle their
bl ocks for 15, 20, 25 minutes at a tine, just to
| ook at a spot and then potentially using those
extra funds towards public transportation.

You know, we were tal king about how
people are less inclined to ride the system
because it's not clean. It's not safe. But
these are also city issues that are spilling onto
the transit system where SEPTA has becone, with

the funds that they have, so overwhel med with
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And so, this could be a good potential tool so
that the city can increase funding for nore
frequent cleaning and -- as well as increase in
public safety.

And then, yeah, finally, | think that,
you know, we clearly do see that, you know, in
par ki ng. There's nei ghborhoods where the parking
-- there's a big crunch.

And so, | think that, you know, we just
have to communi cate the benefit to the drivers,
that, you know, this is sonething that ultimtely
you'll get a much better service with your
parking permt than currently where it's not a
good service. You know, it's -- it takes too
long to find a spot. So the price increase wll
go a long way to help that. Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you so nuch
for your testinony. Are there any other
questions of these w tnesses? Seeing none,
again, thank you. M. Pullin, are there any
ot her witnesses testifying on this bill?

THE CLERK: There are no nore w tnesses
testifying this bill, Chairnman.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you. M.
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Pullin, can you read the list of those that
submtted testinony for the record?

THE CLERK: Witten testinony has been
provi ded by Jennifer Rodriguez of the
Phi | adel phi a Hi spani ¢ Chanber of Commerce on bil
nunber 240331 and the DVRPC, Del aware Vall ey
Regi onal Pl anni ng Conm ssion has submtted their
report, Spot Check, strategies for managi ng
residential parking in Phil adel phia , for bil
nunmber 240335.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you. |
would like to thank all of our w tnesses for
joining us today. W wll now end the public
hearing and go into the public neeting. | note
for the record that a quorumof the conmttee is
present. The chair recogni zes Council menber
Squilla for a notion on the anmendnent to bill
nunmber 240282.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  Thank you, M.
Chairman. | offer amendnment to bill nunber
240282. A copy of the anmendnent has been
circulated to all nmenbers of the conmttee.
nove that the anmendnent to bill nunber 240282 be

adopt ed.
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COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:  Second.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you so
much. 1t has been noved and properly seconded
that the anmendnent to bill nunber 240282 be
adopted. All those in favor signify by saying
aye.

(Chorus of ayes.)

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Those opposed?
Ayes have it. Bill nunber 240282 has been
adopted. The Chair recogni zes Counci |l menber
Squilla for a notion on the anmendnent to bill
nunber 240301.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  Thank you, M.
Chair. | offer technical anendnent to bill
nunber 240301. A copy of that anmendnent has been
circulated to all menbers of the conmttee. And
| nove that the amendnent to bill nunber 240301
be adopt ed.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Second.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG:  Thank you. It
has been noved and properly seconded that bill
nunber 240301 be anended. All those in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Chorus of ayes.)
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COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Those opposed?
Ayes have it. The notion carries, and bil
nunmber 240301 has -- the notion has been adopt ed.
M. -- the Chair recogni zed Council nenber Squilla
for a notion on amendnent to bill nunber 240302.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  Thank you, M.
Chair. | offer anmendnent to bill nunber 240302.
A copy of the anmendnment has been circulated to
all menbers of the commttee. And | nove that
amendnment to bill nunber 240302 be adopt ed.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:  Second.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG It has been noved
and properly seconded that the anendnent to bil
nunber 240302 be adopted. Al those in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Chorus of ayes.)

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Those opposed?
Ayes have it. The notion carries, and anendnment
to bill nunber 240302 has been adopted. The
Chair recogni zes Council menber Squilla for a
notion on the amendnent to bill nunber 240331.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  Thank you, M.
Chair. | offer anmendnent to bill nunmber 240331.

A copy of the anendnment has been circulated to
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all menbers of the commttee. And I nove that
the amendnent to bill nunber 240331 be adopt ed.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:  Second.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you. It
has been noved and properly seconded that the
anmendnent to bill nunber 240331 be adopted. Al
those in favor of the notion wll signify by
sayi nhg aye.

(Chorus of ayes.)

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG Al opposed?
Ayes have it. The notion carries, and anendnent
to bill nunber 240331 has been adopted. The
chair recogni zes Council menber Squilla for a
notion on the amendnent to bill nunber 240335.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  Thank you, M.
chair. | offer anmendnent to bill nunber 240335.
A copy of the anmendnent has been circulated to
all menbers of the commttee. And I nove that
the anmendnent to bill nunber 240335 be adopt ed.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Second.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you. It is

noved in properly seconded that the anmendnent to
bill nunber 240335 be adopted. All those in

favor signify by saying aye
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(Chorus of ayes.)

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Those opposed?
Ayes have it. In the opinion of the Chair, the
anmendnent to bill nunber 240335 has been adopt ed.
For the record, the Chair notes that -- the
presence of Council nmenber Kendra Brooks.

The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Squilla for a notion on bills nunber 240119,
240183, 240184, 240191, 240221, 240239, 240240,
240243, 240250, 240282 as anended, 240301 as
amended, 240302 as anended, 240329, 240331 as
amended, 240344, and 240335 as anended.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:  Thank you, M.
Chair. | nove that bills nunbers 240119, 240183,
240184, 240191, 240221, 240239, 240240, 240243,
240250, 240228 as anended, 240301 as anended,
240302 as anended, 240329, 240331 as anended,
240334, and 240335 as anmended be reported from
this conmttee with the favorable recommendati on
and further nove that the rules of Council be
suspended that the permtted -- suspended to
permt the first reading of this bill to next
session of Council.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:  Second.
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COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank you. It
has been noved and properly seconding that bills
nunber 240119, 240183, 240184, 240191, 240221
240239, 240240, 240243, 240250, 240228 as
amended, 240301 as anended, 240302 as anended,
240329, 240331 as anended, 240334, and 234 --
240335 as anended be reported fromthis conmttee
with a favorabl e recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be suspended to permt
the first reading of these bills at the next
session of Council. Al those in favor of the
nmotion wll signify by saying aye.

(Chorus of ayes.)

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG.  Those opposed?
Ayes have it. The notion carries, and bills
nunber 240119, 240183, 240184, 240191, 240221,
240239, 240240, 24024, 240250, 240282 as anended,
240301 as anended, 240302 as anended, 240329,
240331 as anended, 240334, and 240335 as
amendnment wll be reported fromthis commttee
with a favorabl e recommendati on and request that
the rules of Council be suspended to pernmt the
first -- with a request that the rules of Counci

be suspended to permt first reading at the next
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sessi on of Council.
Thi s concl udes the business before the
Commttee of Streets and Services today. Thank
you so nuch for your attendance, everyone.

(The neeting was adj ourned)
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CERTI FI CATE OF TRANSCRI PTI ONI ST

I, MARY KARANJA, Legal Transcriptionist, do
hereby certify:

That the foregoing is a conplete and true
transcription of the original digital audio recording

of the proceedings captured in the foregoing natter.

IN WTNESS THEREOF, | have hereunto set ny hand
this 27th day of My, 2024.

Mary Karanj a
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