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2           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

3 morning, everyone.  We're going to get

4 started.  We have a long day today.  I'd

5 ask all guests and visitors to please

6 retire behind the rail.  The members will

7 take their seat, and we clearly have a

8 quorum and we'll get started.

9           To give our invocation this

10 morning, the Chair recognizes Father John

11 Pidgeon, Pastor of Epiphany of Our Lord

12 Catholic Church.  He is here today as the

13 guest of Councilman O'Brien.

14           I would ask all members and

15 guests to please rise.

16           (Members and guests rise.)

17           FATHER PIDGEON:  The Lord be

18 with you.  Lift up your hearts.  Let us

19 give thanks to the Lord our God.  And let

20 us pray.

21           Lord, how good it is that we

22 start this City Council meeting

23 acknowledging you who created all and are

24 above all and through all.

25           May all gathered here
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2 acknowledge that if you do not build in

3 vain, do we labor, and that a part from

4 you, we can do nothing.

5           May all the decisions that are

6 made here today be guided by your

7 inspiration and may your will be done,

8 not ours.

9           Fill everyone gathered in this

10 Chamber with your love.  Help all

11 gathered this morning to abide in your

12 love, to be guided by your love, to let

13 your love be the foundation for all

14 that's said and done in this room this

15 morning.

16           Remove any selfishness rooted

17 in our hearts, that we just work into

18 your plan, so that all gathered here,

19 especially our Councilmembers, that they

20 may be instruments of your peace, your

21 joy, your justice, and your love.

22           Amen.

23           (Amen.)

24           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

25 Thank you so much for those inspiring
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2 words.

3           Council will be at ease.

4           (Council at ease.)

5           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

6 Thank you.

7           The next order of business is

8 the approval of the Journal, and the

9 Chair recognizes Councilman Greenlee.

10           COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Thank

11 you, Mr. President.  I move that the

12 Journal of the meeting of Thursday,

13 October 30th, 2014 be approved.

14           (Duly seconded.)

15           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

16 been moved and properly seconded that the

17 Journal of the meeting of Thursday,

18 October 30th, 2014 stand approved.

19           All those in favor?

20           (Aye.)

21           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

22 Those opposed?

23           (No response.)

24           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

25 ayes have it, and the Journal is
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2 approved.

3           The next order of business is

4 requests for leaves of absence, and the

5 Chair recognizes Councilman Jones.

6           COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you,

7 Mr. President.  On behalf of the

8 majority, there are no requests for

9 leaves of absence today.

10           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

11 Chair thanks the gentleman.

12           The Chair recognizes Councilman

13 O'Neill.

14           COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Thank you,

15 Mr. President.  On behalf of the

16 republicans, there are no requests for

17 leave of absence.

18           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

19 Chair thanks the gentleman.

20           At this time, I would like to

21 dispense with the regular order of

22 business and I would like to welcome and

23 thank everyone for coming down to see

24 your government in action today.  We hope

25 that your experience today is a
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2 pleasurable one, so much so that you come

3 back again.  Again, thank you so much for

4 your attendance.

5           At this time, the Chair

6 recognizes Councilman Johnson, who will

7 do a presentation to Joe Chambers and

8 Dante Johnson.  Would First Deputy Police

9 Commissioner Richard Ross, Mr. Chambers,

10 Mr. Johnson, and those accompanying them

11 please join the Councilman at the podium.

12           And joining Councilman Johnson,

13 we have Councilman Greenlee, Councilman

14 Neilson, and Councilwoman Bass and also

15 Councilman Kenney and Councilman O'Brien

16 and Councilman Squilla.

17           COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Good

18 morning.

19           (Good morning.)

20           COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  You know,

21 often in our work as public servants we

22 give of ourselves selfishly to improve

23 the lives of others, and in the midst of

24 doing our works, we work with members of

25 the law enforcement community, in this
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2 particular case the Philadelphia Police

3 Department, who go beyond the call of

4 duty each and every day protecting and

5 serving the citizens of Philadelphia.

6 And recently we had an incident that took

7 place in South Philadelphia which

8 provided citizens to step up to the plate

9 and be supportive in an incident which

10 could have really turned out totally

11 different, resulting in maybe the loss of

12 a life of one of Philadelphia's finest,

13 and today we want to take time out to

14 honor Mr. Joe Chambers for assisting

15 Officer Mark Kimsey during a very, very

16 serious car crash that took place in the

17 Grays Ferry area of South Philadelphia.

18 And, you know, when I received the call

19 about the incident and began to do some

20 followup, you know, these days oftentimes

21 when an incident takes place in the City,

22 in the community, people usually

23 videotape them and put them on YouTube,

24 videotape them and put them on Instagram

25 as opposed to actually getting involved
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2 and trying to be a productive citizen in

3 their community.

4           So I think it's only fitting

5 that we take the time out, and I'm going

6 to ask everyone if you can please stand

7 and give Mr. Joe Chambers a real big

8 round of applause.

9           (Standing ovation.)

10           COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  And so

11 what we're going to do, we're going to

12 present this citation to Mr. Joe

13 Chambers.  I want to also acknowledge the

14 members of Philadelphia's finest who are

15 the Philadelphia Police Department.  I

16 have the good, proud honor to not only

17 represent the mighty 17th Police District

18 but also being a lifelong resident of

19 Point Breeze having the opportunity to

20 grow up and working with those officers.

21 And so I just want to acknowledge Captain

22 Brown from the 17th, Inspector Anthony

23 Washington, and also our outstanding

24 Deputy Police Commissioner, Richard Ross.

25           Can we give them a round of
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2 applause.

3           (Applause.)

4           COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  And so

5 we're going to read the citation.  Thank

6 my colleagues for standing with me.  But

7 we also have other individuals who we're

8 going to ask to come up who also assisted

9 in the efforts of saving the life of

10 Officer Mark Kimsey.  After we read the

11 citation, we want to also acknowledge the

12 support of Christopher Gallagher, Joseph

13 Myers, and Dante Johnson, who also were

14 supportive of Joe Chambers in assisting

15 Officer Mark Kimsey out of the car wreck,

16 which actually the car blew up, if I'm

17 correct, on fire in the Grays Ferry

18 community.

19           This citation is also

20 co-sponsored by all members of City

21 Council, but one gentleman also reached

22 out to me and reached out to my staff and

23 he was already working on doing a

24 presentation.  So in Council, we work in

25 partnership.  I just want to ask
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2 Councilman Neilson just to come up and

3 say a few words and then we'll do our

4 official presentation.

5           COUNCILMAN NEILSON:  Thank you,

6 Councilman.

7           What a great day for

8 Philadelphia.  And you're not even from

9 Philadelphia and look how you are.  You

10 stand up here with us and help our first

11 responders.  Our first responders are

12 people that protect us when we are

13 sleeping, and we're very grateful as a

14 city.  I am as a Councilperson, and I

15 thank you all for your service, and

16 please keep up the great work.  I know

17 you have not as many resources as you

18 need, but we're going to work on that as

19 a Council together and try and get some

20 more help for you out on the street,

21 because I know you need it.  But thank

22 goodness you're still here and you're

23 here with us today, and it's because of

24 you.

25           Thank you.
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2           (Applause.)

3           COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  And just

4 so you know how serious it is, I remember

5 doing a plaque on Elmwood Avenue for a

6 police officer who perished in the line

7 of duty in his car going to the scene of

8 an actual crime.  That's how serious this

9 situation is.  And so we definitely want

10 to acknowledge Joe Chambers for his

11 efforts.

12           So the citation reads:

13           The Council of the City of

14 Philadelphia is pleased and proud to

15 honor and recognize Joseph Chambers for

16 his heroism and quick action in rescuing

17 Philadelphia Police Officer Mark Kimsey

18 from his burning police cruiser.

19           COUNCILMAN O'BRIEN:  Whereas,

20 Joseph "Joe" Chambers, age 17 from Ridley

21 Park, Pennsylvania, jumped into action to

22 save Philadelphia Police Officer Mark

23 Kimsey from his burning police cruiser

24 after a collision at 28th and Tasker

25 Streets in Grays Ferry; and
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2           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Whereas,

3 Philadelphia 17th District Officer Mark

4 Kimsey was responding to a priority call

5 when another vehicle collided with his

6 cruiser at the intersection, leaving

7 Officer Kimsey trapped inside his police

8 vehicle as it quickly erupted into

9 flames; and

10           COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Whereas,

11 unable to open the cruiser door, Chambers

12 put his own life at risk to help lift

13 Officer Kimsey through the window of the

14 burning vehicle;

15           COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  And

16 whereas, with the assistance of Dante

17 Johnson, Christopher Gallagher, and

18 Joseph Myers, they were able to move

19 Officer Kimsey to a safe distance to the

20 sidewalk before the cruiser became fully

21 engulfed in flames; and

22           COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Whereas,

23 Joseph is the son of Judi Chambers-Coyne

24 and the late John Chambers, and he has

25 two brothers and two sisters; and
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2           Whereas, Chambers has been a

3 volunteer firefighter with Leedom Fire

4 Company for three and a half years.  The

5 accident hit home for him because as a

6 firefighter, he has worked alongside

7 police and fire personnel; and

8           COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Whereas,

9 Chambers is a senior at Ridley High

10 School.  After graduation, he's

11 considering joining the military and

12 later a future career as a police officer

13 or a firefighter; and

14           COUNCILMAN NEILSON:  And

15 whereas, Mr. Chambers said while he has

16 training as a first responder, he acted

17 on instinct and believes when someone

18 needs help, everyone should help him.

19           COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Therefore,

20 by virtue of this citation, the Council

21 of the City of Philadelphia does hereby

22 honor and recognize Joseph Chambers for

23 his heroic action in rescuing

24 Philadelphia Police Officer Mark Kimsey

25 from his burning police car.  We hereby
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2 extend our sincere and grateful

3 appreciation of this legislative body and

4 congratulate him for all of his valiant

5 efforts.

6           And at this particular time, on

7 behalf of the members of City Council and

8 the City of Philadelphia, I want to

9 officially present this citation to you

10 and say thank you for your heroism and

11 your dedication and your courage, your

12 courage -- young man too -- your courage.

13           (Applause.)

14           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

15 Chair recognizes Mr. Chambers for

16 remarks.

17           Mr. Chambers, please give your

18 remarks.

19           MR. CHAMBERS:  I would just

20 like to thank every for coming out.  Like

21 he said, if someone needs to be helped,

22 you should help them.  Don't stand and

23 watch and videotape.  That's the problem

24 with young kids nowadays, they like to

25 videotape and get publicity over the
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2 Internet.  So just act instead of watch.

3           Thank you.

4           (Applause.)

5           OFFICER KIMSEY:  I just want to

6 thank the Council for presenting this to

7 Joe.  He deserves that and a lot more

8 than I can ever give him or pay him.  I'm

9 just thankful that he acted so I can

10 spend more time with my family.

11           Thank you.

12           (Applause.)

13           COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Now, as

14 the Council President always says, he

15 gets his job done by having a supporting

16 cast, and so there were also other

17 individuals who at least just didn't sit

18 back and just watch Joe Chambers as he

19 pulled Officer Mark Kimsey out.  And so

20 we're going to ask for Mr. Joseph Myers,

21 Christopher Gallagher, and Dante Johnson

22 to please come up as well.  We also have

23 a presentation for them.

24           Let's give them a round of

25 applause.
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2           (Applause.)

3           COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  So we have

4 some presentations that we want to give

5 out.  So we want to thank the

6 Philadelphia Eagles for providing jerseys

7 for the individuals for participating in

8 this event as well as Philadelphia

9 Phillies.

10           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

11 Shady.

12           COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Shady

13 McCoy.

14           (Applause.)

15           COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Where's

16 Joe?  So, Joe, I want to present you with

17 a jersey from Shady McCoy, Philadelphia

18 Eagles, but also you will be receiving a

19 signed Philadelphia Eagles football from

20 Shady McCoy and a gift certificate to

21 Chickie and Pete's.

22           (Applause.)

23           COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:

24 Congratulations.

25           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
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2 Thank you.  Awesome.

3           Council will be at ease.

4           You know what, Councilman?

5 Before we --

6           COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:

7 Commissioner Ross.

8           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  As

9 we line up to take the pictures, I'd just

10 ask a couple of quick words by

11 Commissioner Ross.

12           COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:

13 Commissioner Ross, do things in decency

14 and protocol.  Can you say a few words,

15 sir.

16           DEPUTY COMMISSIONER ROSS:

17 Mr. President and Councilmembers, thank

18 you for having us and, most importantly,

19 for this acknowledgment, which is well

20 deserved.  And to the brave men, we can't

21 thank you enough.  And just in short, it

22 just underscores the fact that we do need

23 each other, police and community.

24           So thank you very much.

25           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
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2 Thank you.

3           (Applause.)

4           (Council at ease.)

5           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

6 Thank you very much.  And, again, thank

7 you for your heroism.  We really

8 appreciate your service.

9           At this time, the Chair

10 recognizes Councilwoman Bass, who will

11 present a citation recognizing the work

12 of the Philadelphia Police Department,

13 the Federal Bureau of Investigations and

14 the citizens of Philadelphia in locating

15 and the safe return of Carlesha

16 Freeland-Gaither.  Would First Deputy

17 Police Commissioner Ross and those

18 accompanying him please join the

19 Councilwoman.

20           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Good

21 morning.

22           (Good morning.)

23           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  This is a

24 wonderful day.  I am just so filled up.

25 I love being a Philadelphian.  I love
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2 Philadelphia.  This is just such a great

3 opportunity to really recognize and

4 support our Philadelphia Police

5 Department and especially around these

6 instances, what we're talking about now

7 with Carlesha Freeland-Gathier and also

8 just a moment ago with Mr. Chambers, and

9 really recognizing our Police Department

10 and our citizens, because we do good

11 things here in Philadelphia and I think

12 that we don't say it enough.  We don't

13 talk about it enough.  We don't promote

14 it enough.  And this is the day to do

15 this.

16           So I'm just really excited

17 about this citation that we're getting

18 ready to present to the Philadelphia

19 Police Department.  I have to say that we

20 were all I think across the entire City,

21 as a woman, as a mother of a young

22 daughter, when I saw the videotape like

23 many of you who are women in particular,

24 when we saw it, we just gasped, because

25 it's really a woman's worst nightmare to



(215) 504-4622
Strehlow & Associates, Inc.

20

1    11/13/14 - STATED - PRESENTATIONS

2 see something like this happen, and the

3 idea that it could be your child is just

4 horrifying.  And so knowing that the

5 Police Department and all of those who

6 were involved really jumped on this case

7 right away.  We got national attention on

8 this matter, and it resulted in her safe

9 return back to her family here in

10 Philadelphia, and nothing could be

11 better.

12           I was at a community meeting

13 when I got the word, and I just -- it was

14 about something completely different.  We

15 were talking about schools in Nicetown,

16 and I announced it and the room erupted.

17 And so it just goes to show that

18 everyone -- this was on the minds of

19 everyone in terms of where this young

20 woman was and her safe return, and it

21 really was embedded in our hearts, and

22 we're just so, so grateful to law

23 enforcement for all that they did.

24           And so I'm going to read the

25 citation, but I am going to say up front
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2 that I don't have any T-shirts or

3 footballs, Councilman Johnson.

4           But seriously we want to read

5 this citation, and it reads:

6           The Council of the City of

7 Philadelphia is pleased and proud to

8 honor and recognize the work of the

9 Philadelphia Police Department, the

10 Federal Bureau of Investigation, the

11 Federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and

12 Firearms, and the citizens of the City of

13 Philadelphia in facilitating the safe

14 return of Carlesha Freeland-Gaither.

15           COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Whereas,

16 on November the 2nd, Carlesha

17 Freeland-Gaither was abducted from the

18 100 block of West Coulter Street in the

19 Germantown neighborhood of Philadelphia.

20 Ms. Freeland-Gaither courageously fought

21 her attacker, and police believe that she

22 strategically threw her cellular phone

23 onto the sidewalk while her attacker

24 dragged her to his vehicle so that they

25 would be able to identify her; and
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2           COUNCILMAN JONES:  Whereas,

3 witness Dwayne Fletcher recovered

4 Ms. Freeland-Gaither's cellular phone and

5 notified the police of the abduction.

6 Mr. Fletcher provided critical

7 information regarding the vehicle

8 Ms. Freeland-Gaither's abductor used to

9 flee the scene.  This information

10 immediately helped authorities to

11 accurately identify the vehicle; and

12           COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:

13 Whereas, despite their pain and

14 heartache, Ms. Freeland-Gaither's family

15 worked tirelessly with the police and the

16 media to circulate her picture and

17 information about the abduction; and

18           Whereas, numerous individuals

19 and organizations, including the Federal

20 Bureau of Investigation (FBI), the

21 Fraternal Order of Police, the

22 Philadelphia Credit Union, and the

23 Citizens Crime Commission pledged money

24 to offer a reward for information leading

25 to the arrest and conviction of
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2 Ms. Freeland-Gaither's kidnappers; and

3           COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Whereas,

4 agents with the Federal Bureau of

5 Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms (ATF)

6 stopped and arrested

7 Ms. Freeland-Gaither's alleged abductor.

8 The ATF was aided by information from

9 witnesses and a Virginia car dealership

10 who were able to provide the GPS location

11 of the vehicle; and

12           COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Whereas,

13 thanks to the diligence of the

14 Philadelphia Police Department, the

15 Northwest Detective Division, Detective

16 James Sloan, the FBI, Dwayne Fletcher,

17 and everyone who reported information,

18 Ms. Freeland-Gaither was returned to her

19 family on November 5th after a three-day

20 search that started in Philadelphia and

21 ended in Jessup, Maryland.

22           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Therefore,

23 by virtue of this citation, the Council

24 of the City of Philadelphia hereby honors

25 and recognizes the work of the
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2 Philadelphia Police Department, the

3 Federal Bureau of Investigations, the

4 Federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and

5 Firearms, and the citizens of the City of

6 Philadelphia in facilitating the safe

7 return of Carlesha Freeland-Gaither.  We

8 commend all involved for their great work

9 and extend to them the sincere respect

10 and admiration of this legislative body.

11           Congratulations.

12           (Applause.)

13           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  And we are

14 going to have a spokesperson from the

15 Police Department, but also

16 Ms. Freeland-Gaither's family is here as

17 well, and if they'd like to say a few

18 words also.

19           MR. ALSTON:  I just want to

20 thank all the citizens of Philadelphia

21 and the Police Department, because we

22 normally -- I know the Police Department

23 takes a beating for a lot of things in

24 the paper, and I just want you to know,

25 they did a wonderful job.  The citizens,
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2 who always get criticized for not wanting

3 to snitch, did a wonderful job.  You

4 know, the bad people get all the press,

5 and it's good to see that we still have a

6 lot of good citizens, and good usually

7 prevails over evil.  So that's nice to

8 know in the City.

9           (Applause.)

10           MR. FREELAND:  My name is Carl

11 Freeland, and I just wanted to thank the

12 media, I want to thank the Police

13 Department, and also I want to thank the

14 hero of my daughter, the one that told

15 her everything.

16           (Applause.)

17           MR. FREELAND:  I also want to

18 thank the whole entire world for

19 basically giving my daughter back.

20           Thank you again.

21           (Applause.)

22           MR. FLETCHER:  How y'all doing?

23 My name is Dwayne Fletcher.

24           (Applause.)

25           MR. FLETCHER:  I was just doing



(215) 504-4622
Strehlow & Associates, Inc.

26

1    11/13/14 - STATED - PRESENTATIONS

2 it from the heart, you know.  I'm glad

3 she's here, and this just opened the

4 doors like for people like me, let them

5 know even though we may come from a

6 troubled background, we still have

7 kindness in our heart and we're not who

8 we used to be.

9           (Applause.)

10           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  And,

11 Commissioner, please.

12           DEPUTY COMMISSIONER ROSS:  All

13 right.  A lot of thank you's to go

14 around.  On behalf of my boss,

15 Commissioner Ramsey, and the command

16 staff, obviously starting with

17 Mr. Fletcher, as well as Detective Sloan

18 and his partners, the FBI, the ATF, the

19 media, the community, thank you all for

20 all the hard work on this investigation.

21 I got to tell you, I mean, this is the

22 type of thing that makes me so proud to

23 wear this uniform, and that the outcome

24 in particular and all the work, all the

25 collaboration, it just speaks volumes of
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2 what we can do in this city when we work

3 together.

4           So with that -- and I got to

5 say, you probably all saw that photo with

6 Detective Sloan and Carlesha's mom.  If

7 that didn't touch your heart, I don't

8 know what would.  So I just thank you all

9 for all your help.

10           Thank you.

11           (Applause.)

12           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

13 Thank you.

14           DETECTIVE SLOAN:  I'd just like

15 to thank the community, the press, all

16 these guys here.  Everybody here worked

17 hard.  There's so many people that aren't

18 up on this stage.  Dwayne.

19           I didn't expect to get pulled

20 up here, so I don't have a prepared

21 speech, but thank you.  Thank you,

22 everybody.

23           (Applause.)

24           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  And I know

25 we're going to stop and take pictures and
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2 all that in a moment, but one last thing.

3 I'd just like to ask, if this touched

4 your heart, I'm asking that everybody

5 please stand and give them a round of

6 applause and let them know how much we

7 really do appreciate all of the work that

8 they've done and really raise the roof

9 for the Philadelphia Police Department

10 and their hard work.

11           (Standing ovation.)

12           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you.

13           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

14 Council will be at ease.

15           (Council at ease.)

16           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

17 Thank you very much.

18           At this time, the Chair

19 recognizes Councilman Jones, who will

20 present a resolution recognizing Charles

21 Gregory and Raymond Lerro.  Would

22 Mr. Gregory and those accompanying him

23 please join Councilman Jones at the

24 podium.

25           And joining Councilman Jones,
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2 we have Councilwoman Reynolds Brown,

3 Councilwoman Quinones-Sanchez, and

4 Councilman Oh.

5           COUNCILMAN JONES:  So if you

6 just looked at the two previous

7 presentations, you had every part of the

8 action script - police drama, a rescue -

9 all in one that could have been a part of

10 a film, short story, news clip today.

11 All of that script is just one day in the

12 life of Philadelphia, but one of the

13 things that we're going to recognize

14 today on a slightly lighter note is the

15 recognition of what Philadelphia

16 filmmakers, creators, TV writers have

17 produced for the world and with the first

18 ever, first ever opportunity to have the

19 Philadelphia TV Festival here in

20 Philadelphia.

21           We have all kinds of creative

22 artists and my colleagues have talked

23 about the creative economy and arts and

24 culture, but for the first time in

25 Philadelphia, we're going to bring it all
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2 home in a Cannes Film Festival style,

3 recognition of local talent through an

4 apparatus that this body put in place,

5 PhillyCam.

6           As nationally acclaimed stars

7 of industry -- and we can name a lot of

8 them, but just a few, Kevin Bacon from

9 Footloose and Tremors -- Tremors was my

10 favorite -- Bill Cosby from The Cosby

11 Show or Let's Do It Again, Fat Albert or

12 Ghost Dad, which was my favorite; Will

13 Smith, who starred in Independence Day,

14 The Pursuit of Happiness, Six Degrees of

15 Separation -- Independence Day was my

16 favorite -- or Jill Scott, who has

17 dazzled us in her HBO acclaimed

18 presentations of Africa's First

19 Detective.  That was my favorite.  But we

20 could go on and on with Night Shyamalan

21 and others who are part of Philadelphia's

22 history, Lee Daniels who did the Six

23 Degrees of Separation and, as you say,

24 The Help, but if we don't recognize our

25 own, if we don't give Philadelphia its
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2 due, everybody else takes the credit for

3 the creativity that Philadelphia

4 produced.  So today I'm proud to welcome

5 those individuals that have put together

6 the first Philadelphia TV Film Festival

7 here today.

8           So with that, I am here to

9 honor and recognize Charles Gregory of We

10 Talk Philadelphia, Raymond Lerro of

11 Change Is, Inc., and Community Media

12 Advocates for launching the first annual,

13 first Annual Philly TV Festival to be

14 held Friday and Saturday, November 14th

15 and 15th, 2014.

16           COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:

17 Councilwoman Reynolds Brown would say a

18 tradition, to start a tradition, right?

19           Whereas, the Philly TV Festival

20 is a collaboration of Charles Gregory and

21 Raymond Lerro and co-sponsored by

22 Community Media Advocates and PhillyCam

23 Television Studios to highlight

24 multimedia artists and short filmmakers

25 in Philadelphia; and
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2           COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Whereas,

3 Change Is, Inc. is a non-profit

4 organization that aims to improve the

5 social conditions and quality of life for

6 Philadelphians using multimedia and

7 video.  PhillyCam is a non-profit

8 organization established to produce and

9 broadcast video content by the citizens

10 of Philadelphia under the City's Cable

11 Franchise Agreement; and

12           COUNCILMAN OH:  Whereas, the

13 Public Access Channel established under

14 the Cable Franchise Agreement aims to

15 produce video content for broadcast by

16 and for Philadelphians.  Community Media

17 Advocates was formed by members of

18 PhillyCam to assure and bolster the

19 success of the Public Access Channel; and

20           COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Whereas,

21 the Philly TV Festival helps local

22 producers of independent and other short

23 film artists hone their craft, improve

24 their program development, and establish

25 media distribution options for their
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2 work; and

3           COUNCILMAN NEILSON:  And

4 whereas, through the Philly TV Festival,

5 Philadelphia artists and filmmakers of

6 short media for television and the

7 Internet will have the opportunity to

8 present their creative media for review

9 and critique by the industry

10 professionals; and

11           COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Whereas,

12 speakers and panelists will be available

13 to help local media makers improve their

14 technical skills, marketing, funding, and

15 underwriting strategies for the creative

16 film projects; and

17           COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Whereas,

18 the Philly TV Festival will provide

19 opportunities for participants and

20 independent artists and dancers and

21 singers to learn the latest trends in

22 public access television and short films

23 and about how technology is changing and

24 shaping that future;

25           COUNCILMAN OH:  And whereas,
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2 the Annual Philly TV Festival will be an

3 opportunity for Philadelphia students and

4 filmmakers who are producing media

5 projects to present their work, network

6 with other creative professionals, as

7 well as learn more about directing and

8 creating their visions via the short film

9 format; now, therefore

10           COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Be it

11 resolved, by the Council of the City of

12 Philadelphia, that it hereby honors and

13 recognizes the outstanding collaborative

14 efforts of Charles Gregory of We Talk

15 Philly, Raymond Lerro of Change Is, Inc.,

16 Community Media Advocates, and PhillyCam

17 to improve the creative arts in the City

18 of Philadelphia through multimedia and

19 short film format and to increase access

20 opportunities for local artists.

21           COUNCILMAN JONES:  Further

22 resolved, that an engrossed copy of this

23 resolution be presented to Charles

24 Gregory, Raymond Lerro, and Community

25 Media Advocates as evidence of our
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2 sincere admiration and appreciation of

3 this legislative body.

4           And, Council President, we

5 understand there's a lead role for you in

6 the next film about City Council.

7           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  I

8 just got my Screen Actors Guild card.  I

9 am prepared, sir.

10           COUNCILMAN JONES:  And by the

11 way, we want to acknowledge Andrew Carn,

12 who is a former State Rep, in the fourth

13 quarter of his life has decided to be a

14 producer in front and behind the screens.

15           (Applause.)

16           MR. CARN:  Thank you.  I'd just

17 like to introduce the creators of the

18 Philly TV Fest, Mr. Charles Gregory

19 Postell and Mr. Ray Lerro.

20           Mr. Ray Lerro.

21           MR. LERRO:  Hey, everybody.  I

22 just wanted to say I'm very honored to be

23 on the list of citations with people that

24 save lives.  Thank you very much for

25 that.
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2           Councilman Curtis Jones, Jr.,

3 thank you so much for your vision in

4 trying and making Philadelphia a media

5 mecca that can compete with the likes of

6 LA and New York.  And I wanted to thank

7 the team that we have behind us that has

8 dedicated a lot of hard work and time and

9 effort to make this a reality.

10           So thank you all.

11           MR. GREGORY:  Good morning,

12 everyone.  Good morning.  Yeah.  I think

13 just to echo what my partner Ray Lerro

14 said, I think, one, I'd just like to

15 thank Councilman Curtis Jones for just

16 seeing the vision when no one else really

17 did, you know, and it takes someone with

18 a huge heart like that to see a shared

19 vision and to even pass up an opportunity

20 to have an award in his name and say, you

21 know what, I want this to be in the name

22 of the 4th Ward, which we appreciate you

23 for that.

24           But I just would like to just

25 thank everybody, our team.  And the
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2 biggest thing for independent creators is

3 sometimes, of course, the funding,

4 because we always need the funding, but

5 sometimes it's just the credit and for

6 someone just to acknowledge the work that

7 we have done.  So it's just important to

8 acknowledge all the people who helped to

9 shape this thing and put this together,

10 like our team, our crew here, our

11 partner, Ray Lerro, the Community

12 Advocates and the Council and the

13 Councilman and the Council President

14 that's here.

15           So I'd like to thank everyone,

16 and thanks for allowing the opportunity

17 for us to come and just invite you all to

18 the event.

19           Thank you.

20           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

21 Thank you.

22           (Applause.)

23           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

24 Council will be at ease.

25           (Council at ease.)



(215) 504-4622
Strehlow & Associates, Inc.

38

1    11/13/14 - STATED - PRESENTATIONS

2           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

3 Thank you very much.

4           And for our last presentation,

5 the Chair recognizes Councilman Squilla

6 and Councilman Kenney, who will present a

7 resolution recognizing Team Philadelphia.

8 Would the Team members present please

9 join the Councilmen at the podium.

10           And joining the Councilmembers,

11 we also have Councilwoman Bass.

12           COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Again,

13 today is a day for winners and we're

14 going to end it with congratulating a

15 team, Bob Szwajkos who had contacted me,

16 and the Team Philadelphia for their great

17 performance in the games this year.

18           So the resolution reads:

19           Honoring and recognizing Team

20 Philadelphia on the participation and

21 dominance in the Federation of Gay Games

22 9 which took place in Cleveland and

23 Akron, Ohio August 9th, 2014 through

24 August 16th, 2014.

25           Whereas, the Federation of Gay
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2 Games is an organization of international

3 sports organizers functioning throughout

4 the world of which Team Philadelphia is a

5 Full Member which entitled it to

6 contribute to the direction, management,

7 and participation in the Gay Games which

8 are held every four years; and

9           COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Whereas,

10 the Gay Games are the largest sport and

11 culture event in the world open to all,

12 regardless of sexual orientation, gender,

13 race, religion, nationality, ethnic

14 origin, political beliefs,

15 athletic/artistic ability, physical

16 challenge, age, or health status.  The

17 Gay Games are built upon the principles

18 of participation, inclusion, and personal

19 best.  Since 1982 the Gay Games have

20 empowered thousands of LGBT athletes and

21 artists through sport, culture, and

22 fellowship.  The Gay Games were conceived

23 in 1980 by Dr. Tom Waddell, a member of

24 the U.S. Olympic Team who competed in

25 track and field events at the 1968 Mexico
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2 Games; and

3           Whereas, since Gay Games 1 in

4 1982, the Gay Games have been hosted in

5 seven cities in five countries on three

6 continents:  San Francisco, Vancouver,

7 New York, Amsterdam, Sydney, Chicago,

8 Cologne, and Cleveland/Akron;

9           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  And

10 whereas, with more than 1200 athletes

11 participating in 12 sports programs,

12 collectively, Team Philadelphia is the

13 largest adult sports and recreation

14 program in the Philadelphia region; and

15           Whereas, collectively Team

16 Philadelphia had more athletes and won

17 more medals than ever before in its 36

18 year history at the Gay Games, competing

19 in 11 sports.  Team Philadelphia athletes

20 brought home 50 gold, 11 silver, 9

21 bronze, and 4 Rodeo Ribbons.  The team

22 events were highlighted with three

23 softball divisions gold medals:  Mixed

24 men and women, all men and all women.

25 Although they did not finish in the medal
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2 round, the soccer team was the highest

3 scoring team and had the individual with

4 the highest number of goals scored; and

5           COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Whereas,

6 Team Philadelphia is already looking

7 forward to competing in the next Gay

8 Games which will be held in Paris, France

9 in 2018; now, therefore, be it

10           Resolved, by the Council of the

11 City of Philadelphia, that we hereby

12 honor and recognize Team Philadelphia for

13 their participation in the Federation of

14 Gay Games 9.

15           Further resolved, that an

16 engrossed copy of this resolution be

17 presented to Team Philadelphia as further

18 evidence of the sincere sentiment of this

19 legislative body.

20           Congratulations.

21           (Applause.)

22           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

23 Chair recognizes Mr. Szwajkos for

24 remarks.

25           MR. SZWAJKOS:  We have some
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2 presents for our two Councilmen so they

3 can pack, ready for Paris.

4           COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Do we get

5 to go to Paris?

6           MR. SZWAJKOS:  Of course you

7 do.

8           This is your shirt from

9 Cleveland/Akron.  And Team Philadelphia

10 was the first team ever to have shirts at

11 closing that say Paris.  Those are the

12 gold shirts.  That's for you.  And for

13 every Councilmember, we have Team

14 Philadelphia pins, which were designed by

15 our added youth group, which is

16 emblematic of the street signs with the

17 ribbons, the rainbow colors and the shoes

18 hanging from the lines.

19           We passed out a thousand pins

20 to the athletes and the committee of the

21 Gay Games and the organizing committee of

22 Paris, France, and these are for Council.

23           Thank you very much, and start

24 your savings, because we are going to

25 Paris and they're going to sell out.
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2 Everybody is welcome.

3           Thank you.  Thank you,

4 Councilman.  We appreciate it.

5           COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

6 Congratulations.

7           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

8 Thank you.

9           (Applause.)

10           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

11 Council will be at ease.

12           (Council at ease.)

13           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

14 Thank you all very much.

15           The next order of business is

16 communications.

17           Can I have your attention,

18 please.  We have to make up some time, so

19 we're going to be moving relatively

20 quickly.

21           The next order of business is

22 communications.  The Chair requests that

23 the Sergeant-of-Arms delivers the

24 messages from the Mayor to the Chief

25 Clerk.
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2           Mr. Decker, please read those

3 messages.

4           CHIEF CLERK:  To the President

5 and members of the Council of the City of

6 Philadelphia, pursuant to Sections 4-604

7 and 2-307 of the Home Rule Charter, I am

8 today transmitting to the Council the

9 recommendation of the City Planning

10 Commission on the following bills:  Bill

11 No. 140645, 140691, 140696, and 140742.

12           And I am pleased to advise you

13 that on November 12, 2014, I signed all

14 the bills which were passed by Council at

15 its session on October 23, 2014, and that

16 on November 4 and November 12, 2014, I

17 signed all the bills which were passed by

18 Council at its session on October 30,

19 2014.

20           And I am submitting herewith

21 for the consideration of your honorable

22 body a resolution Approving the 2015

23 Proposed Strategic Plan and Disposition

24 Policy of the Philadelphia Land Bank; and

25           A resolution approving the
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2 redevelopment contract of the

3 Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority for

4 the redevelopment and urban renewal of a

5 portion of the West Fairhill/East

6 Tioga/Hunting Park Urban Renewal Area,

7 identified by house number and street

8 address as 4251 North Reese Street; and

9           An ordinance authorizing the

10 Procurement Commissioner and the Deputy

11 Mayor, Transportation and Utilities, to

12 enter into a concession agreement for the

13 management of the food, beverage, retail

14 and passenger services program at

15 Philadelphia International Airport; and

16           An ordinance authorizing the

17 Procurement Commissioner to enter into a

18 Concession Agreement with Titan 360

19 Outdoor for the provision of a

20 coordinated street furniture and

21 advertising program, and approving

22 placement in the right-of-way of such

23 street furniture; and

24           An ordinance authorizing the

25 revision of lines and grades on a portion
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2 of City Plan No. 44-S by striking from

3 the City Plan and vacating the

4 easternmost ten feet wide portion of

5 Broad Street from Geary Street to a point

6 approximately one-hundred five feet

7 southwardly therefrom; and

8           An ordinance authorizing the

9 revision of lines and grades on a portion

10 of City Plan Nos. 224 and 232 by striking

11 from the City Plan and vacating Cayuga

12 Street from Whitaker Avenue to its

13 terminus eastwardly therefrom, all under

14 certain terms and conditions.

15           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

16 Thank you, Mr. Decker.  Do you have any

17 additional communications?

18           CHIEF CLERK:  I have none,

19 Mr. President.

20           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

21 Thank you very much.  Those messages will

22 be printed in today's Journal.

23           The next order of business is

24 the introduction of bills and

25 resolutions, and the Chair recognizes
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2 Councilman Kenney.

3           COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Thank you,

4 Mr. President.  I offer one bill and I'd

5 also like to request leave from Council

6 Chambers and voting aye on all bills and

7 resolutions in my absence.

8           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

9 Leave shall be granted.  Thank you,

10 Councilman.

11           COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Thank you.

12           CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

13 amending Chapter 19-1800 of The

14 Philadelphia Code, entitled "School Tax

15 Authorization," by modifying the

16 definition of "Net Income" with respect

17 to distributions from S corporations.

18           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

19 bill will be referred to the appropriate

20 committee.

21           And the Chair recognizes

22 Councilwoman Blackwell.

23           COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Thank

24 you, Mr. President.  Today I introduce

25 two bills, one resolution co-sponsored by
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2 all members.

3           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

4 Thank you, Councilwoman.

5           COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Thank

6 you.

7           CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

8 authorizing the Commissioner of Public

9 Property to enter into a lease with the

10 Philadelphia Authority for Industrial

11 Development for the lease of a certain

12 parcel of City-owned land on the South

13 side of Baltimore Avenue between 39th and

14 41st Streets.

15           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

16 bill will be referred to committee.

17           CHIEF CLERK:  And an ordinance

18 amending Section 10-602 of The

19 Philadelphia Code, known as the "Clean

20 Indoor Air Worker Protection Law," by

21 providing a limited period of time during

22 which certain Drinking Establishments may

23 apply for and obtain a waiver of the

24 provisions of the Section prohibiting

25 smoking in certain places.
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2           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

3 Referred to committee.

4           CHIEF CLERK:  And a privileged

5 resolution honoring Chief Deputy

6 Commissioner Dennis Lee on his departure

7 from the Office of the City Commissioner

8 of Philadelphia.

9           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

10 will be on today's Final Passage

11 Calendar.

12           The Chair recognizes Councilman

13 Greenlee.

14           COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Thank

15 you, Mr. President.  On your behalf, I

16 offer three bills and one resolution.

17           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

18 Thank you, Councilman.

19           CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance to

20 amend the Philadelphia Zoning Maps by

21 changing the zoning designations of

22 certain areas of land located within an

23 area bounded by 33rd Street, Cumberland

24 Street, 22nd Street, Glenwood Avenue,

25 Dauphin Street, Sedgley Avenue, 25th
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2 Street, Dauphin Street, 29th Street, and

3 Diamond Street.

4           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

5 Referred to committee.

6           CHIEF CLERK:  And an ordinance

7 to amend the Philadelphia Zoning Maps by

8 changing the zoning designations of

9 certain areas of land located within an

10 area bounded by 33rd Street, Lehigh

11 Avenue, 18th Street, Glenwood Avenue,

12 22nd Street, and Cumberland Avenue.

13           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

14 Referred to committee.

15           CHIEF CLERK:  And an ordinance

16 to amend the Philadelphia Zoning Maps by

17 changing the zoning designations of

18 certain areas of land located within an

19 area bounded by 33rd Street, Diamond

20 Street, 29th Street, Dauphin Street, 25th

21 Street, Diamond Street, Glenwood Avenue,

22 Oxford Street, and Railroad right-of-way.

23           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

24 Referred to committee.

25           CHIEF CLERK:  And a
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2 non-privileged resolution authorizing the

3 Commissioner of Public Property to

4 execute and deliver to the Philadelphia

5 Redevelopment Authority, without

6 consideration, deeds conveying

7 conditional fee simple title to certain

8 City-owned lots or pieces of ground with

9 the buildings and improvements thereon,

10 situate in the Twenty-Eighth and

11 Forty-Seventh Wards of the City of

12 Philadelphia.

13           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Next

14 week's Final Passage Calendar.

15           The Chair recognizes Councilman

16 Henon.

17           COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you,

18 Mr. President.  I offer six bills.

19           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

20 Thank you, Councilman.

21           CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

22 establishing a no truck parking

23 regulation on both sides of Saint Vincent

24 Street, from Brous Avenue to Roosevelt

25 Boulevard; and
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2           An ordinance establishing a no

3 truck parking regulation on both sides of

4 Princeton Avenue, from Cottage Street to

5 Walker Street; and

6           An ordinance amending Chapter

7 9-3900 of The Philadelphia Code, entitled

8 "Property Licenses and Owner

9 Accountability," by reorganizing the

10 provisions of that Chapter into separate

11 provisions for Rental Licenses (and

12 accompanying Certificates of

13 Suitability); Vacant Lot Licenses; Vacant

14 Structure Licenses; and Vacant Waterfront

15 Structure Licenses.

16           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

17 Referred to committee.

18           CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

19 amending Subcode PM of Title 4 of The

20 Philadelphia Code, entitled "The

21 Philadelphia Property Maintenance Code,"

22 as it is amended by Bill No. 120647

23 (approved January 20, 2014), by further

24 regulating security devices that limit or

25 block access to the front face of a
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2 building or structure used for commercial

3 purposes, under certain terms and

4 conditions; and

5           An ordinance amending Bill No.

6 120647, entitled "An ordinance amending

7 Title 4 of The Philadelphia Code,

8 entitled 'The Philadelphia Building

9 Construction and Occupancy Code,' by

10 repealing Subcode PM, entitled 'The

11 Philadelphia Property Maintenance Code,'

12 and adopting and incorporating, with

13 certain additions, deletions and

14 amendments, the 2009 International

15 Property Maintenance Code as the

16 Philadelphia Property Maintenance Code";

17 and

18           An ordinance to amend the

19 Philadelphia Zoning Maps by changing the

20 zoning designations of certain areas of

21 land located within an area bounded by

22 Tacony Street, Bridge Street, Frankford

23 Creek, Delaware River, and Walbach

24 Street.

25           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
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2 Thank you.  All six bills will be

3 referred to committee.

4           And the Chair recognizes

5 Councilwoman Tasco.

6           COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:

7 Mr. President, I have no bills or

8 resolutions today.

9           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

10 Thank you, Councilwoman.

11           The Chair recognizes Councilman

12 Johnson.

13           COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:

14 Mr. President, I have one bill and two

15 non-privileged resolutions.

16           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

17 Thank you, Councilman.

18           COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  You're

19 welcome.

20           CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

21 authorizing the Procurement Commissioner,

22 on behalf of the City, to enter into a

23 Concession Agreement with Titan 360

24 Outdoor for the provision of a

25 coordinated street furniture and
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2 advertising program, and approving the

3 placement in the right-of-way of such

4 street furniture.

5           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

6 Referred to committee.

7           CHIEF CLERK:  And an ordinance

8 authorizing the revision of lines and

9 grades on a portion of City Plan No. 44-S

10 by striking from the City Plan and

11 vacating the easternmost ten feet wide

12 portion of Broad Street from Geary Street

13 to a point approximately one-hundred five

14 feet southwardly therefrom.

15           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

16 Referred to committee.

17           CHIEF CLERK:  And an ordinance

18 authorizing the Procurement Commissioner

19 and the Deputy Mayor, Transportation and

20 Public Utilities, to enter into a

21 concession agreement for the management

22 of the food, beverage, retail and

23 passenger services program at

24 Philadelphia International Airport.

25           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  And
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2 that will be referred to committee.

3           CHIEF CLERK:  And a privileged

4 resolution -- a non-privileged resolution

5 also naming Earp Street between 18th

6 Street and 19th Street "Reverend

7 Dr. Daniel T. Black Square."

8           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  And

9 that will be heard on next week's Final

10 Passage Calendar.

11           CHIEF CLERK:  And a

12 non-privileged resolution authorizing the

13 Commissioner of Public Property to

14 execute and deliver to the Philadelphia

15 Redevelopment Authority, without

16 consideration, deeds conveying

17 conditional fee simple title to certain

18 City-owned lots or pieces of ground with

19 the buildings and improvements thereon,

20 situate in the Thirty-Sixth Ward of the

21 City of Philadelphia.

22           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Next

23 week's Final Passage Calendar.

24           And the Chair recognizes

25 Councilwoman Quinones-Sanchez.
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2           COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Thank

3 you, Mr. President.  I have four bills

4 and three resolutions, one co-sponsored

5 by the Chair of Education, Councilwoman

6 Reynolds Brown, Jones, and Councilman

7 Neilson, and the Land Bank one

8 co-sponsored by Councilman Henon.

9           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

10 Thank you, Councilwoman.

11           CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

12 legalizing an existing external steel

13 stairs to the second and third floors

14 encroaching on the public right-of-way at

15 1900 East Somerset Street; and

16           An ordinance legalizing an

17 existing vestibule encroaching on the

18 public right-of-way at 4632 North 5th

19 Street; and

20           An ordinance to amend the

21 Philadelphia Zoning Maps by changing the

22 zoning designations of certain areas of

23 land located within an area bounded by

24 Adams Avenue, Castor Avenue, Roosevelt

25 Boulevard, Cheltenham Avenue, Harbison
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2 Avenue, Aramingo Avenue, the Northeast

3 Corridor Railroad Right-of-Way, Orthodox

4 Street, Torresdale Avenue, and Ruan

5 Street; and

6           An ordinance authorizing the

7 revision of lines and grades on a portion

8 of City Plan No. 224 and 232 by striking

9 from the City Plan and vacating Cayuga

10 Street from Whitaker Avenue to its

11 terminus eastwardly therefrom.

12           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

13 Those four bills will be referred to the

14 appropriate committee.

15           CHIEF CLERK:  And a

16 non-privileged resolution supporting the

17 clients and their lawyers, the Public

18 Interest Law Center of Philadelphia and

19 the Education Law Center of Pennsylvania,

20 in their suit to enforce the Pennsylvania

21 constitutional guarantee of "a thorough

22 and efficient system of public

23 education."

24           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

25 will be on next week's Final Passage
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2 Calendar.

3           CHIEF CLERK:  And a

4 non-privileged resolution approving the

5 redevelopment contract of the

6 Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority for

7 the redevelopment and urban renewal of a

8 portion of the West Fairhill/East

9 Tioga/Hunting Park Avenue Urban Renewal

10 Area, identified by house number and

11 street address as 4251 North Reese

12 Street.

13           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Next

14 week's Final Passage Calendar.

15           CHIEF CLERK:  And a

16 non-privileged resolution Approving the

17 2015 Proposed Strategic Plan and

18 Disposition Policy of the Philadelphia

19 Land Bank.

20           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

21 will be referred to committee.

22           And the Chair recognizes

23 Councilman Neilson.

24           COUNCILMAN NEILSON:  Thank you,

25 Mr. President.  I have one privileged
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2 resolution.

3           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

4 Thank you, Councilman.

5           CHIEF CLERK:  A privileged

6 resolution expressing support of National

7 Adoption Month and declaring November

8 2014 to be Adoption Month in

9 Philadelphia, and recognize the

10 Philadelphia Department of Human Services

11 for their work to assure stability in the

12 lives of children who are waiting for

13 families.

14           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  And

15 that will be on next week's Final Passage

16 Calendar.

17           The Chair recognizes Councilman

18 O'Brien.

19           COUNCILMAN O'BRIEN:  Thank you,

20 Mr. President.  I have one bill and one

21 privileged resolution.

22           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

23 Thank you, Councilman.

24           CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

25 amending Title 10 of The Philadelphia
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2 Code, entitled "Regulation of Individual

3 Conduct and Activity," by adding rules

4 regarding use of dumpsters.

5           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

6 bill will be referred to committee.

7           CHIEF CLERK:  And a privileged

8 resolution recognizing November 2014 as

9 Epilepsy Awareness Month in honor of

10 individuals living with Epilepsy, their

11 families and those working to improve

12 their quality of life.

13           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

14 will be on this week's Final Passage

15 Calendar.

16           The Chair recognizes Councilman

17 Goode.

18           COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Thank you,

19 Mr. President.  I offer no bills or

20 resolutions this week.

21           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

22 Thank you, Councilman.

23           The Chair recognizes

24 Councilwoman Reynolds Brown.

25           COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Thank you,
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2 Mr. President.  I offer three resolutions

3 this morning.

4           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

5 Thank you, Councilwoman.

6           CHIEF CLERK:  A privileged

7 resolution congratulating and honoring

8 the members of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority,

9 Incorporated, Beta Delta Zeta -

10 Philadelphia Graduate Chapter for

11 outstanding service during their Blue

12 Revue Scholarship Gala and 70th

13 Anniversary Celebration.

14           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  This

15 week's Final Passage Calendar.

16           CHIEF CLERK:  And a privileged

17 resolution Recognizing and Supporting the

18 Philadelphia Museum of Art's Exhibit:

19 Represent:  200 Years of African American

20 Art.

21           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  This

22 week's Final Passage Calendar.

23           CHIEF CLERK:  And a privileged

24 resolution honoring and congratulating

25 "The Hive" on becoming Philadelphia's
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2 first co-working space dedicated to

3 ambitious women.

4           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

5 will also be on this week's Final Passage

6 Calendar.

7           And the Chair recognizes

8 Councilman Jones.

9           COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you,

10 Mr. President.  I offer one bill on your

11 behalf, one privileged and one

12 non-privileged resolution.

13           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

14 Thank you, Councilman.

15           CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

16 amending various sections of Title 9,

17 entitled "Regulation of Businesses,

18 Trades and Professions," and Title 10,

19 entitled "Regulation of Individual

20 Conduct and Activity," of The

21 Philadelphia Code, to provide for

22 suspension of their effectiveness pending

23 State authorizing legislation; and

24 amending Section 10-819, entitled "State

25 of Emergency," to delete certain
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2 language.

3           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

4 bill will be referred to committee.

5           CHIEF CLERK:  And a privileged

6 resolution honoring and recognizing

7 Charles Gregory of We Talk Philly, Ramond

8 Lerro of Change Is, Inc. and Community

9 Media Advocates for their launch of the

10 first Annual Philly TV Festival to be

11 held on Friday and Saturday, November 14

12 through 15, 2014 in the City of

13 Philadelphia.

14           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

15 Today's Final Passage Calendar.

16           CHIEF CLERK:  And a privileged

17 resolution authorizing joint hearings by

18 the Committees on Public Safety and

19 Transportation and Public Utilities to

20 conduct joint hearings to investigate

21 issues of public safety for approximately

22 129,000 transit commuters who have an

23 ambulatory disability as well as the

24 policies and procedures for the training

25 and ongoing worker safety of paratransit
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2 workers in the City of Philadelphia.

3           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  This

4 week's Final Passage Calendar.

5           And the Chair recognizes

6 Councilman O'Neill.

7           COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Thank you,

8 Mr. President.  I have no bills or

9 resolutions.

10           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

11 Thank you, Councilman.

12           The Chair recognizes Councilman

13 Squilla.

14           COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you,

15 Mr. President.  I have three bills, one

16 privileged and one non-privileged

17 resolution.

18           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

19 Thank you, Councilman.

20           CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

21 authorizing Frank LaRosa to install, own

22 and maintain an open-air sidewalk cafe at

23 829 Christian Street; and

24           An ordinance amending Title 14

25 of The Philadelphia Code, entitled
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2 "Zoning and Planning," by amending

3 Section 14-203, entitled "Definitions,"

4 and by amending Chapter 14-500, entitled

5 "Overlay Zoning Districts," to add a new

6 Section 14-516, entitled "/UED Urban

7 Experiential Display Overlay Control

8 District"; and

9           An ordinance amending Title 9

10 of The Philadelphia Code, entitled

11 "Regulation of Businesses, Trades and

12 Professions," by adding a new Section

13 9-634, entitled "Urban Experiential

14 Displays," to provide for licensing and

15 regulation of Urban Experiential

16 Displays; and amending Chapter 10-400 of

17 The Philadelphia Code, entitled "Noise

18 and Excessive Vibrations," to regulate

19 the sound emanating from Urban

20 Experiential Displays.

21           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

22 Those three bills will be referred to the

23 appropriate committee.

24           CHIEF CLERK:  And a privileged

25 resolution declaring 2015 the YEAR OF THE
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2 PHILLY FLAG in honor of the flag's 120th

3 Anniversary on March 27, 2015 -

4 Philadelphia Flag Day!  Beginning January

5 1 through December 31, 2015, the city

6 will engage in a year-long celebration of

7 our hometown flag resulting in the City

8 fully Flagged!

9           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  This

10 week's Final Passage Calendar.

11           CHIEF CLERK:  And a

12 non-privileged resolution authorizing the

13 Commissioner of Public Property to

14 execute and deliver to the Philadelphia

15 Redevelopment Authority, without

16 consideration, deeds conveying

17 conditional fee simple title to certain

18 City-owned lots or pieces of ground with

19 the buildings and improvements thereon,

20 situate in the Thirty-Second Ward of the

21 City of Philadelphia.

22           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Next

23 week's Final Passage Calendar.

24           And the Chair recognizes

25 Councilwoman Bass.
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2           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you,

3 Mr. President.  I have one bill and one

4 privileged resolution co-sponsored by

5 Councilmen Squilla, O'Brien, and Oh.

6           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

7 Thank you, Councilwoman.

8           CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

9 amending Title 14 of The Philadelphia

10 Code, entitled "Zoning and Planning," by

11 revising the use categories for Safety

12 Services.

13           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

14 bill will be referred to committee.

15           CHIEF CLERK:  And a privileged

16 resolution Honoring the Philadelphia

17 Interfaith Hospitality Network for their

18 Ongoing Work in Providing Shelter and

19 Support to Homeless Families and on the

20 Occasion of their 16th Annual Empty Bowl

21 Dinner.

22           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  And

23 that will be on this week's Final Passage

24 Calendar.

25           And the Chair recognizes
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2 Councilman Oh.

3           COUNCILMAN OH:  Thank you very

4 much, Mr. President.  I have no bills or

5 resolutions to offer today.  Thank you.

6           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

7 Thank you, Councilman.

8           And that concludes our

9 introduction of bills and resolutions.

10 The next order of business is reports

11 from committee.

12           The Chair recognizes Councilman

13 Greenlee for a report from the Committee

14 on Rules.

15           COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Thank

16 you, Mr. President.  The Committee on

17 Rules reports seven bills with a

18 favorable recommendation.

19           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

20 Thank you, Councilman.

21           Mr. Decker, please read the

22 report.

23           CHIEF CLERK:  To the President

24 and members of the Council of the City of

25 Philadelphia, the Committee on Rules, to
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2 which was referred Bill 140744, entitled

3 "An ordinance to amend the Philadelphia

4 Zoning Maps by changing the zoning

5 designations of certain areas of land

6 located within an area bounded by 18th

7 Street, Diamond Street, 24th Street,

8 Norris Street, 25th Street, Ridge Avenue,

9 Glenwood Avenue, Diamond Street, 25th

10 Street, Sedgley Avenue, Dauphin Street,

11 and Glenwood Avenue"; and

12           Bill No. 140745, entitled "An

13 ordinance to amend the Philadelphia

14 Zoning Maps by changing the zoning

15 designations of certain areas of land

16 located within an area bounded by Broad

17 Street, Diamond Street, 18th Street,

18 Glenwood Avenue and Lehigh Avenue"; and

19           Bill No. 140782, entitled "An

20 ordinance amending Title 14 of The

21 Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Zoning and

22 Planning,' by revising the size

23 requirements for accessory structures for

24 residential uses"; and

25           Bill No. 140798, entitled "An



(215) 504-4622
Strehlow & Associates, Inc.

71

1       11/13/14 - STATED - REPORTS

2 ordinance to amend the Philadelphia

3 Zoning Maps by changing the zoning

4 designations of certain areas of land

5 located within an area bounded by 25th

6 Street, Oxford Avenue, Glenwood Avenue,

7 and Ridge Avenue"; and

8           Bill No. 140799, entitled "An

9 ordinance to amend the Philadelphia

10 Zoning Maps by changing the zoning

11 designations of certain areas of land

12 located within an area bounded by 25th

13 Street, North College Avenue, West

14 College Avenue, Girard Avenue, 31st

15 Street, Master Street, 32nd Street,

16 Jefferson Street, 31st Street, and Oxford

17 Avenue"; and

18           Bill No. 140802, entitled "An

19 ordinance amending Title 14 of The

20 Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Zoning and

21 Planning,' by prohibiting group day cares

22 in certain residential zoning districts";

23 and

24           Bill No. 140803, entitled "An

25 ordinance to amend the Philadelphia
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2 Zoning Maps by changing the zoning

3 designations of certain areas of land

4 located within an area bounded by Knights

5 Road, Red Lion Road, East Keswick Road,

6 Morrell Avenue, East Crown Avenue, and

7 Clarendon Avenue," respectfully reports

8 it has considered and amended the same

9 and returns the attached bills to Council

10 with a favorable recommendation.

11           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

12 Thank you.

13           The Chair again recognizes

14 Councilman Greenlee.

15           COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Thank

16 you, Mr. President.  I move that the

17 rules of Council be suspended so as to

18 permit first reading this day of the

19 seven bills that were just read into the

20 record.

21           (Duly seconded.)

22           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

23 Thank you.  It has been moved and

24 properly seconded that the rules of

25 Council be suspended so as to permit
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2 first reading this day of Bills No.

3 140744, 140745, 140782, 140798, 140799,

4 140802, and 140803.

5           All those in favor say aye.

6           (Aye.)

7           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

8 Those opposed?

9           (No response.)

10           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

11 ayes have it, and these bills will be

12 placed on our First Reading Calendar for

13 today.

14           The Chair now recognizes

15 Councilwoman Tasco for a report from the

16 Committee on Finance.

17           COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Thank you,

18 Mr. President.  The Committee on Finance

19 reports two bills with a favorable

20 recommendation.

21           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

22 Thank you, Councilwoman.

23           Mr. Decker, please read that

24 report.

25           CHIEF CLERK:  The Committee on
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2 Finance, to which was referred Bill No.

3 140638, entitled "An ordinance amending

4 Chapter 19-3900 of The Philadelphia Code,

5 entitled 'Tax Exemptions for Longtime

6 Owner-Occupants of Residential

7 Properties,' by amending the eligibility

8 requirements to make eligible properties

9 owned by certain individuals who received

10 assistance in the acquisition of the

11 property as part of a government or

12 non-profit housing program"; and

13           Bill No. 140717, entitled "An

14 ordinance amending Chapter 19-3900 of The

15 Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Tax

16 Exemptions for Longtime Owner-Occupants

17 of Residential Properties,' by specifying

18 certain circumstances sufficient to

19 demonstrate equitable ownership of a

20 property under the Longtime Owner

21 Occupants Program," respectfully reports

22 it has considered and amended the same

23 and returns the attached bills to Council

24 with a favorable recommendation.

25           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
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2 Thank you.

3           And the Chair again recognizes

4 Councilwoman Tasco.

5           COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  I move

6 that the rules of Council be suspended so

7 as to permit first reading this day of

8 Bills No. 140638 and 140717.

9           (Duly seconded.)

10           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

11 Thank you.  It has been moved and

12 properly seconded that the rules of

13 Council be suspended so as to permit

14 first reading this day of Bills No.

15 140638 and 140717.

16           All those in favor say aye.

17           (Aye.)

18           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

19 Those opposed?

20           (No response.)

21           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

22 ayes have it, and these bills will be on

23 our First Reading Calendar today.

24           The Chair now recognizes

25 Councilman Squilla for a report from the
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2 Committee of Streets and Services.

3           COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you,

4 Mr. President.  The Committee on Streets

5 and Services reports seven bills with a

6 favorable recommendation.

7           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

8 Thank you.

9           Mr. Decker, please read the

10 report.

11           CHIEF CLERK:  The Committee on

12 Streets and Services, to which was

13 referred Bill No. 140513, entitled "An

14 ordinance amending Section 11-612 of The

15 Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Sidewalk and

16 Roadway Lane Closures,' by amending the

17 penalty and enforcement provisions"; and

18           Bill No. 140645, entitled "An

19 ordinance authorizing the plotting upon a

20 portion of City Plan No. 297 of a

21 right-of-way for sewer and drainage

22 purposes abutting the southeasterly side

23 of Keely Court, southwest of Henry

24 Avenue"; and

25           Bill No. 140694, entitled "An
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2 ordinance establishing a no truck parking

3 regulation on the 4400 block of North 5th

4 Street, between Cayuga Street and Blavis

5 Street"; and

6           Bill No. 140742, entitled "An

7 ordinance authorizing Old Nelson PA Four,

8 doing business as Old Nelson Food Company

9 to construct, own and maintain an

10 open-air sidewalk cafe at 3020 Market

11 Street"; and

12           Bill No. 140781, entitled "An

13 ordinance authorizing the construction of

14 a sewer and appurtenant work in a

15 proposed right-of-way, required to

16 alleviate unsanitary conditions in a

17 portion of Adams Avenue"; and

18           Bill No. 140826, entitled "An

19 ordinance authorizing Joshua Shemesh to

20 install, own and maintain an open-air

21 sidewalk cafe at 1301 Frankford Avenue";

22 and

23           Bill No. 140855, entitled "An

24 ordinance amending Title 12 of The

25 Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Parking
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2 Regulations and Penalties,' by adding new

3 rules and penalties for persons who offer

4 for sale or sell, lease, reserve or

5 facilitate the reserving of any parking

6 space located on a street, roadway,

7 cartway, or portion thereof, owned or

8 controlled by the City of Philadelphia,"

9 respectfully reports it has considered

10 and amended the same and returns the

11 attached bills to Council with a

12 favorable recommendation.

13           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

14 Thank you.

15           And the Chair again recognizes

16 Councilman Squilla.

17           COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you,

18 Mr. President.  I move that the rules of

19 Council be suspended so as to permit

20 first reading this day of the seven bills

21 that were just read into the record.

22           (Duly seconded.)

23           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

24 Thank you.  It has been moved and

25 properly seconded that the rules of
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2 Council be suspended so as to allow first

3 reading this day of Bills No. 140513,

4 140645, 140694, 140742, 140781, 140826,

5 140855.

6           All those in favor say aye.

7           (Aye.)

8           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

9 Those opposed?

10           (No response.)

11           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

12 ayes have it, and these bills will be on

13 our First Reading Calendar today.

14           The Chair now recognizes

15 Councilman Goode for a report from the

16 Committee on Commerce and Economic

17 Development.

18           COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Thank you,

19 Mr. President.  The Committee on Commerce

20 and Economic Development reports one bill

21 with a favorable recommendation.

22           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

23 Thank you, Councilman.

24           Mr. Decker, please read that

25 report.
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2           CHIEF CLERK:  The Committee on

3 Commerce and Economic Development, to

4 which was referred Bill No. 140653,

5 entitled "An ordinance amending Title 19

6 of The Philadelphia Code, entitled

7 'Finance, Taxes and Collections,' by

8 providing for an expanded tax credit for

9 employment of veterans, all under certain

10 terms and conditions," respectfully

11 reports it has considered and amended the

12 same and returns the attached bill to

13 Council with a favorable recommendation.

14           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

15 Thank you.

16           The Chair again recognizes

17 Councilman Goode.

18           COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Thank you,

19 Mr. President.  I move the rules of

20 Council be suspended so as to permit

21 first reading this day of Bill No.

22 140653.

23           (Duly seconded.)

24           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

25 Thank you.  It has been moved and
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2 properly seconded that the rules of

3 Council be suspended so as to allow first

4 reading this day of Bill No. 140653.

5           All those in favor?

6           (Aye.)

7           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

8 Those opposed?

9           (No response.)

10           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

11 ayes have it, and that bill will be on

12 our First Reading Calendar today.

13           That concludes our reports from

14 committee, and the next order of business

15 is consideration of the Calendar.  I note

16 that the bills just reported from

17 committee have been deemed to have had a

18 first reading.  They will be on our First

19 Reading Calendar today and Second Reading

20 and Final Passage at our next session of

21 Council.

22           As there are no additional

23 bills on the First Reading Calendar, the

24 Chair now recognizes Councilman O'Neill

25 at this time for a motion regarding Bill
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2 No. 140802.

3           COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Thank you,

4 Mr. President.  I move that the rules of

5 Council be suspended so as to permit an

6 amendment to be offered to Bill No.

7 140802 at this time.

8           (Duly seconded.)

9           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

10 Thank you.

11           All those in favor of the

12 motion will signify by saying aye.

13           (Aye.)

14           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

15 Those opposed?

16           (No response.)

17           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

18 ayes have it, and again the Chair

19 recognizes Councilman O'Neill.

20           COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Thank you,

21 Mr. President.  I would like to offer an

22 amendment to Bill No. 140802.  A copy of

23 the amendment has been circulated to all

24 members of Council and I move for the

25 adoption of the amendment.
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2            (Duly seconded.)

3            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  All

4  those in favor of the motion will signify

5  by saying aye.

6            (Aye.)

7            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

8  Those opposed?

9            (No response.)

10            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

11  ayes have it, and Bill No. 140802 has

12  been amended, and Bill No. 140802 will be

13  placed on our Final Passage Calendar at

14  the next session of Council.

15            The Chair now recognizes

16  Councilman Jones for the purpose of

17  calling up resolutions and bills on the

18  Final Passage Calendar.

19            COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you,

20  Mr. President.  The following resolutions

21  and bills are being called up from Second

22  Reading and Final Passage Calendars

23  today:  Nos. 140866, 140868, 140718-A,

24  140741, and 140743.  All other

25  resolutions and bills are being held.
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2            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

3  Thank you.

4            Before considering these bills

5  and resolutions on the Final Passage

6  Calendar, we will have our public comment

7  session.  It will go as follows:

8            If you are interested in

9  testifying on a bill or resolution that

10  is on the Final Passage Calendar today,

11  if you haven't already done so, I'd ask

12  that you please sign up at the table to

13  my left.

14            When your name is called, you

15  will go the podium in the middle of the

16  Council Chambers.  There's a device on

17  that.  When the light turns green, it is

18  your time to speak.  When the light turns

19  yellow, you will have 30 seconds to

20  conclude your remarks, and when the light

21  turns red, we'd ask that you adhere to

22  the guidelines and conclude your remarks.

23  You will be given three minutes to speak.

24            Mr. Decker, please call the

25  name of the first witness.
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2            CHIEF CLERK:  Tiffany Green,

3  commenting on 140870.

4            (Witness approached podium.)

5            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

6  morning.

7            MS. GREEN:  Good morning,

8  everyone.  I come down to speak on -- I

9  haven't been down here in a while.  I

10  come down here to speak on Bill 140870,

11  which is regarding City-owned properties

12  being transferred for urban farms, to my

13  knowledge.

14            We're making the point that at

15  this point we're asking City Council not

16  to support this.  These are three major

17  properties on South 20th Street that can

18  be used for housing.  We have an

19  increased homeless rate.  We have people

20  who are making 7.75 minimum wage who

21  cannot find housing.  We have a house

22  right now at 1506 South 20th Street going

23  for $2,000 rent, and yet you sit up here

24  and you want to, "you" being our

25  Councilperson, wants to give these
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2  properties, three major properties on

3  20th Street, for urban farming.  Well,

4  I'm saying this to you, Councilman

5  Clarke, we were on WURD back in May and

6  you stated that these City-owned

7  properties were going to go for

8  affordable housing on WURD.

9            We have not gotten a plan.

10  There's been no community meeting.  When

11  we try to inquire, we get the shutdown or

12  a nasty attitude about it.  I've sent you

13  a letter.  I have not received any

14  response.

15            There's not been any plan

16  regarding the 300 affordable housing for

17  Point Breeze.  Each of the major papers

18  have done articles on gentrification in

19  Point Breeze last week, all these

20  articles, but when you get down to -- the

21  devil is in the details, and when you get

22  down to the details, there's no response

23  and no housing being built.  Yet I have a

24  developer come to me and state that he's

25  been offered ten City-owned properties if
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2  he do five properties for -- five

3  properties affordable, he can do five

4  high end.  So I said to him, What is

5  affordable?

6            He says, $170,000.

7            I said, $170,000?  That is not

8  affordable at that point.  And then on

9  top of that, he says -- well, maybe you

10  can build two-story houses and make it

11  affordable, less affordable.  He says to

12  me, No, I'm going to use by-right, so I

13  can build three-story mini mansions and I

14  don't have to come in front of you guys.

15            So this is the attitude that

16  we're getting in Point Breeze, and we

17  have a serious concern about that.

18            Regarding these urban gardens,

19  we need to be careful with this.  We had

20  urban gardens, and a lot of times the

21  youth at night will go and urinate on top

22  of the garden.  They throw disinfectant

23  in there.  I personally had to run them

24  off.  And unless you're going to put up a

25  gate or a cage, something to enclose this
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2  type of gardening, it is not going to be

3  effective, and then you want to turn

4  around and give it to the seniors to eat.

5  This is not proper, and you're not

6  sitting down with us and having real

7  issues.  We're talking about Electric

8  Slide in the park and community day.

9  We're not dealing with real issues down

10  in the community.  These people are being

11  gentrified.  The gentrification needs to

12  be dealt with, not just written in the

13  newspaper for show.  It needs to be real.

14            These housing agencies are

15  dealing with foreclosure.  You're not

16  dealing with the techniques and the

17  policies that you put in to force this

18  gentrification.  We're asking that these

19  three properties be used for housing for

20  three families that need housing and not

21  an urban farm.  That's insulting to our

22  intelligence.

23            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

24  Thank you for your testimony.

25            (Applause.)
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2            CHIEF CLERK:  Sandra Fuller,

3  commenting on 140866.

4            (Witness approached podium.)

5            MS. FULLER:  On behalf of East

6  Parkside and Calvary Gospel Chapel and

7  the Ginyard family, I would like to first

8  thank Councilwoman Blackwell for

9  introducing Resolution 140866 to name

10  Leidy Avenue between Girard Avenue and

11  42nd Street Dr. Joseph Ginyard Way and

12  for this legislative body for recognizing

13  his life as a lasting legacy.

14            There is so much I can say

15  about Dr. Joseph Ginyard, as he was

16  affectionately known, Brother Joe, not

17  just in East Parkside but around the

18  world.  His numerous mission trips in

19  East Africa, East Europe, the Congo and

20  other parts of the world when he was over

21  70 years old, not to mention the nearly

22  40 years he took inner city children and

23  adults alike up to Canada to participate

24  in Olympic style sports that they had

25  never seen or done before, and how he
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2  served as a grief counselor in the

3  American Red Cross during this country's

4  most crucial time during 9/11 and the

5  aftermath of that at Ground Zero.

6            But, most importantly, he loved

7  East Parkside.  There was no facet or

8  person in East Parkside that was not

9  important to him, from the youngest

10  resident -- and children were special to

11  him -- to the oldest.  In the '80s he

12  founded Wise Choice Transitional Home for

13  Women overcoming substance abuse and

14  their children.  He adopted Leidy School,

15  and on the first day of every school

16  year, he had prayer vigils at all the

17  schools in East Parkside.  Calvary Gospel

18  Chapel was a safe haven for the school

19  children at risk.  He provided GED

20  programs.  He was a partner under the

21  United States Justice Department Weed and

22  Seed programs, creating the environmental

23  maintenance programs for over 13 years,

24  training over 500 men and women who would

25  not normally have received environmental
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2  maintenance training.  He had annual

3  Christmas parties, Thanksgiving and

4  Christmas share baskets programs,

5  back-to-school community day, giving out

6  supplies and clothing, Super Bowl

7  fellowships for families, community days

8  at the zoo.  I lived around there all my

9  life.  They never had days of that type

10  at the zoo.

11            In July and August he took to

12  the street with the collaboration of

13  other churches in East Parkside.  He had

14  the Young Reporters Club, the many

15  notable people he brought into the

16  schools in the East Parkside through the

17  years, the first black Miss America,

18  black astronauts, black Olympians,

19  athletes, missionaries from around the

20  world, scientists, just to name a few.

21            He served on the Board of

22  Parkside Historical Corporation, and in

23  June 2012, Pastor Ginyard received the

24  Congressional Gold Medal of Honor for

25  being one of the first black Marines to
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2  serve in this country.

3            He was a humble man and

4  committed pastor who tirelessly set out

5  to see positive change made even in the

6  most dismal of circumstances.  Yes, he

7  was the undisputed pride of East Parkside

8  and a mighty man of God, and for 55

9  years, the lives of the residents in East

10  Parkside were better because he stood

11  watching the stuff.

12            Thank you.

13            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

14  Thank you for your testimony.

15            (Applause.)

16            CHIEF CLERK:  Maria Ortiz,

17  commenting on 140870.

18            (Witness approached podium.)

19            MS. ORTIZ:  Yes.  I'm a

20  resident of South Philadelphia, Point

21  Breeze area.  I am related to Ralph

22  Brooks.  He was my cousin.  He got shot

23  in the area back in the day.  I also was

24  with Maimie Nichols.

25            While I understand they want to
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2  build an urban garden, I am for urban

3  gardens, but here's the thing.  Why can't

4  we build a recreation center for the

5  children in the neighborhood, which

6  children do go in that area to play, play

7  in that playground.  I know it's not

8  fixed up.  It could be fixed up.

9            I'm tired of hearing the people

10  in the legislation office that the people

11  that live in the community don't want

12  anything.  That is not true.  We have a

13  lot of working-class people in this area

14  that do want something in the area

15  progressive for the people in the area as

16  well as the new.  And when I mean the

17  "new," I'm talking about the developers

18  that by-right that the community has no

19  say.  This should be taken off the agenda

20  too.

21            For me, I wish they'd build a

22  recreation center for children to play

23  in, a senior citizen facility for the

24  seniors, an urban garden on the rooftop,

25  and affordable housing.  That's what I
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2  would like to see in our community.

3            This bickering between Council,

4  Legislature, and people in top official

5  office need to think about the community.

6  The community needs your help.  The

7  seniors need your help.  Children need

8  your help in this area all over the City.

9  This is not one particular area.  This is

10  all over the City.  We need help for the

11  community.

12            We have seniors that live in

13  this community all over the City that

14  needs help.  The developer coming in,

15  they do what they want to do.  Senior has

16  no advice.  People that been there a long

17  time, people that live in the community

18  have no say.

19            Where do we get help?  Where do

20  we find time and the places in the

21  community for our seniors and children?

22            Thank you and have a nice day.

23  And I hope all y'all consider what I'm

24  saying, that we need help and work

25  together, not separate, stop bickering
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2  and find solutions, not fighting.

3            (Applause.)

4            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

5  Thank you for your testimony, ma'am.

6            CHIEF CLERK:  There are no

7  other speakers on the public comment

8  list, Mr. President.

9            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

10  Thank you very much, Mr. Decker.

11            That concludes our public

12  comment.  We will now consider bills and

13  resolutions on the Final Passage

14  Calendar.

15            Mr. Decker, please read the

16  title of 140866.

17            CHIEF CLERK:  A resolution also

18  naming Leidy Avenue between Girard Avenue

19  and 42nd Street "Dr. Joseph Ginyard Way"

20  to honor the memory of Dr. Joseph Ginyard

21  and to recognize his life and memorialize

22  his lasting legacy.

23            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

24  Chair recognizes Councilwoman Blackwell.

25            COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Thank
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2  you, Mr. President.  Let me echo the

3  sentiments that were just uttered by

4  members of the community and all of those

5  close to Pastor Ginyard on Leidy Avenue,

6  and it is with great pride and respect

7  that we move for the adoption.

8            (Duly seconded.)

9            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

10  been moved and properly seconded.

11            All those in favor?

12            (Aye.)

13            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

14  Those opposed?

15            (No response.)

16            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

17  ayes have it, and Resolution 140866 is

18  approved.

19            Mr. Decker, 140868.

20            CHIEF CLERK:  A resolution

21  approving the redevelopment contract of

22  the Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority

23  for the redevelopment and urban renewal

24  of a portion of the Model Cities Urban

25  Renewal Area, identified by house number
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2  and street address as 3146 Diamond

3  Street.

4            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

5  Chair recognizes Councilman Greenlee.

6            COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Thank

7  you, Mr. President.  I move the adoption

8  of the resolution.

9            (Duly seconded.)

10            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

11  been moved and properly seconded.

12            All those in favor?

13            (Aye.)

14            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

15  Those opposed?

16            (No response.)

17            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

18  ayes have it, and Resolution 140868 is

19  adopted.

20            Mr. Decker, please read the

21  title of 140718.

22            CHIEF CLERK:  Bill No.

23  140718-A, entitled "An ordinance amending

24  Chapter 10-800 of The Philadelphia Code,

25  entitled 'Safety,' by prohibiting the
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2  sale, possession, or use of toy or

3  imitation firearms which substantially

4  duplicate or can be reasonably perceived

5  to be actual firearms."

6            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  This

7  bill has been read on two separate days.

8  The question is shall the bill pass

9  finally.

10            Mr. Decker, call the roll.

11            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

12  Bass.

13            COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

14            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

15  Blackwell.

16            COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

17            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Goode.

18            COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye.

19            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

20  Greenlee.

21            COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Aye.

22            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Henon.

23            COUNCILMAN HENON:  Aye.

24            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

25  Johnson.
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2            COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

3            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

4            COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

5            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Kenney

6  is voting aye.

7            Councilman Neilson.

8            COUNCILMAN NEILSON:  Aye.

9            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

10  O'Brien.

11            COUNCILMAN O'BRIEN:  Aye.

12            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

13  O'Neill.

14            COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

15            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Oh.

16            COUNCILMAN OH:  Nay.

17            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

18  Quinones-Sanchez.

19            COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Aye.

20            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

21  Reynolds Brown.

22            COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Aye.

23            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

24  Squilla.

25            COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Aye.
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2            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

3  Tasco.

4            COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Aye.

5            CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

6  Clarke.

7            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye.

8            The ayes are 16; the nays are

9  one.  A majority of members present

10  voting in the affirmative, the bill

11  passes.

12            Mr. Decker, 140741.

13            CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

14  amending Title 22 of The Philadelphia

15  Code, entitled "Public Employees

16  Retirement Code," to expand the scope of

17  "Plan '10" and "DC Plan" to cover

18  additional employees, including employees

19  represented by AFSCME, District Council

20  33, and certain employees not covered by

21  a collective bargaining agreement, to

22  change contribution rates, and to make

23  technical amendments.

24            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  This

25  bill has been read on two separate days.
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2  The question is shall the bill pass

3  finally.

4            Mr. Decker, call the roll.

5            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

6  Bass.

7            COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

8            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

9  Blackwell.

10            COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

11            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Goode.

12            COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye.

13            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

14  Greenlee.

15            COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Aye.

16            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Henon.

17            COUNCILMAN HENON:  Aye.

18            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

19  Johnson.

20            COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

21            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

22            COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

23            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Kenney

24  is voting aye.

25            Councilman Neilson.
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2            COUNCILMAN NEILSON:  Aye.

3            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

4  O'Brien.

5            COUNCILMAN O'BRIEN:  Aye.

6            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

7  O'Neill.

8            COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

9            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Oh.

10            COUNCILMAN OH:  Aye.

11            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

12  Quinones-Sanchez.

13            COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Aye.

14            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

15  Reynolds Brown.

16            COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Aye.

17            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

18  Squilla.

19            COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Aye.

20            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

21  Tasco.

22            COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Aye.

23            CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

24  Clarke.

25            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye.
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2            The ayes are 17; the nays are

3  zero.  A majority of members present

4  voting in the affirmative, the bill

5  passes.

6            Mr. Decker, 140743.

7            CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

8  amending Title 22 of The Philadelphia

9  Code, entitled "Public Employees

10  Retirement Code," to expand the scope of

11  "Plan '10" and "DC Plan" to cover

12  additional employees, including elected

13  officials, to change contribution rates,

14  and to make technical amendments.

15            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  This

16  bill has been read on two separate days.

17  The question is shall the bill pass

18  finally.

19            Mr. Decker, call the roll.

20            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

21  Bass.

22            COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

23            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

24  Blackwell.

25            COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.
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2            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Goode.

3            COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye.

4            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

5  Greenlee.

6            COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Aye.

7            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Henon.

8            COUNCILMAN HENON:  Aye.

9            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

10  Johnson.

11            COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

12            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

13            COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

14            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Kenney

15  is voting aye.

16            Councilman Neilson.

17            COUNCILMAN NEILSON:  Aye.

18            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

19  O'Brien.

20            COUNCILMAN O'BRIEN:  Aye.

21            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

22  O'Neill.

23            COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

24            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Oh.

25            COUNCILMAN OH:  Aye.
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2            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

3  Quinones-Sanchez.

4            COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Aye.

5            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

6  Reynolds Brown.

7            COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Aye.

8            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

9  Squilla.

10            COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Aye.

11            CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

12  Tasco.

13            COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Aye.

14            CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

15  Clarke.

16            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye.

17            The ayes are 17; the nays are

18  zero.  A majority of members present

19  voting in the affirmative, the bill

20  passes.

21            Mr. Decker, do you have any

22  additional resolutions?

23            CHIEF CLERK:  A resolution

24  honoring Chief Deputy Commissioner Dennis

25  Lee on his departure from the Office of
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2  the City Commissioner of Philadelphia,

3  introduced by Councilwoman Blackwell.

4            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

5  Chair recognizes Councilwoman Blackwell.

6            COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Thank

7  you, Mr. President.  It is with great

8  honor that this was co-sponsored by all

9  members of Council and we move for its

10  adoption.

11            (Duly seconded.)

12            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

13  been moved and properly seconded.

14            All those in favor?

15            (Aye.)

16            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

17  Those opposed?

18            (No response.)

19            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

20  ayes have it, and that resolution is

21  adopted.

22            CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

23  expressing support of National Adoption

24  Month and declaring November 2014 to be

25  Adoption Month in Philadelphia, and



(215) 504-4622
Strehlow & Associates, Inc.

107

1     11/13/14 - STATED - 2ND READING

2  recognize the Philadelphia Department of

3  Human Services for their work to assure

4  stability in the lives of children who

5  are waiting for families, introduced by

6  Councilman Neilson.

7            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

8  Chair recognizes Councilman Neilson.

9            COUNCILMAN NEILSON:  I move for

10  the adoption of the resolution.

11            (Duly seconded.)

12            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

13  Chair recognizes Councilman Neilson.  I'm

14  sorry.  You made a motion?

15            COUNCILMAN NEILSON:  I made a

16  motion.

17            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  I

18  got distracted.

19            (Duly seconded.)

20            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

21  been moved and properly seconded.

22            I should turn that cell phone

23  off.  I'm sorry.

24            It's been moved and properly

25  seconded.  All those in favor?
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2            (Aye.)

3            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

4  Those opposed?

5            (No response.)

6            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

7  ayes have it.  That resolution is

8  adopted.

9            CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

10  recognizing November 2014 as Epilepsy

11  Awareness Month in honor of individuals

12  living with Epilepsy, their families and

13  those working to improve their quality of

14  life, introduced by Councilman O'Brien.

15            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

16  Chair recognizes Councilman O'Brien.

17            COUNCILMAN O'BRIEN:  I move for

18  the adoption.

19            (Duly seconded.)

20            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

21  been moved and properly seconded.

22            All those in favor?

23            (Aye.)

24            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

25  Those opposed?
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2            (No response.)

3            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

4  ayes have it, and that resolution is

5  adopted.

6            CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

7  congratulating and honoring the members

8  of the Zeta Phi Beta Sorority,

9  Incorporated, Beta Delta Zeta -

10  Philadelphia Graduate Chapter for

11  outstanding service during their Blue

12  Revue Scholarship Gala and 70th

13  Anniversary Celebration, introduced by

14  Councilwoman Reynolds Brown.

15            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

16  Chair recognizes Councilwoman Reynolds

17  Brown.

18            COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Thank you,

19  Mr. President.  I move for the adoption.

20            (Duly seconded.)

21            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

22  been moved and properly seconded.

23            All those in favor?

24            (Aye.)

25            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
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2  Those opposed?

3            (No response.)

4            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

5  ayes have it, and that resolution is

6  adopted.

7            CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

8  Recognizing and Supporting the

9  Philadelphia Museum of Art's Exhibit:

10  Represent:  200 Years of African American

11  Art, introduced by Councilwoman Reynolds

12  Brown.

13            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

14  Chair again recognizes Councilwoman

15  Reynolds Brown.

16            COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Thank you,

17  Mr. President.  I move for the adoption.

18            (Duly seconded.)

19            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

20  been moved and properly seconded.

21            All those in favor?

22            (Aye.)

23            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

24  Those opposed?

25            (No response.)
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2            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

3  ayes have it, and that resolution is

4  adopted.

5            CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

6  honoring and congratulating "The Hive" on

7  becoming Philadelphia's first co-working

8  space dedicated to ambitious women,

9  introduced by Councilwoman Reynolds

10  Brown.

11            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

12  Chair again recognizes Councilwoman

13  Reynolds Brown.

14            COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Thank you,

15  Mr. President.  I move for the adoption.

16            (Duly seconded.)

17            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

18  been moved and properly seconded.

19            All those in favor?

20            (Aye.)

21            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

22  Those opposed?

23            (No response.)

24            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

25  ayes have it, and that resolution is
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2  adopted.

3            CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

4  honoring and recognizing Charles Gregory

5  of We Talk Philly, Raymond Lerro of

6  Change Is, Inc. and Community Media

7  Advocates for the launch of the first

8  Annual Philly TV Festival to be held on

9  Friday and Saturday, November 14 through

10  15, 2014 in the City of Philadelphia,

11  introduced by Councilman Jones.

12            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

13  Chair recognizes Councilman Jones.

14            COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you,

15  Mr. President.  I move for its adoption.

16            (Duly seconded.)

17            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

18  been moved and properly seconded.

19            All those in favor?

20            (Aye.)

21            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

22  Those opposed?

23            (No response.)

24            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

25  ayes have it, and that resolution is
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2  adopted.

3            CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

4  authorizing joint hearings by the

5  Committees on Public Safety and

6  Transportation and Public Utilities to

7  conduct joint hearings to investigate

8  issues of public safety for approximately

9  129,000 transit commuters who have an

10  ambulatory disability as well as the

11  policies and procedures for the training

12  and ongoing worker safety of paratransit

13  workers in the City of Philadelphia,

14  introduced by Councilman Jones.

15            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

16  Chair recognizes Councilman Jones.

17            COUNCILMAN JONES:  Yes,

18  Mr. President.  For the record, that was

19  also co-sponsored by Councilman Johnson,

20  Councilman Goode, Councilwoman Bass, and

21  Councilwoman Brown.

22            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  So

23  noted.

24            COUNCILMAN JONES:  I move for

25  its adoption.
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2            (Duly seconded.)

3            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

4  been moved and properly seconded.

5            All those in favor?

6            (Aye.)

7            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

8  Those opposed?

9            (No response.)

10            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

11  ayes have it, and that resolution is

12  adopted.

13            CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

14  declaring 2015 the YEAR OF THE PHILLY

15  FLAG in honor of the flag's 120th

16  Anniversary on March 27, 2015 -

17  Philadelphia Flag Day!  Beginning January

18  1 through December 31, 2015, the city

19  will engage in a year-long celebration of

20  our hometown flag resulting in the City

21  fully Flagged, introduced by Councilman

22  Squilla.

23            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

24  Chair recognizes Councilman Squilla.

25            COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you,
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2  Mr. President.  I ask for the adoption of

3  the resolution.

4            (Duly seconded.)

5            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

6  been moved and properly seconded.

7            All those in favor?

8            (Aye.)

9            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

10  Those opposed?

11            (No response.)

12            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

13  ayes have it, and that resolution is

14  adopted.

15            CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

16  Honoring the Philadelphia Interfaith

17  Hospitality Network for their Ongoing

18  Work in Providing Shelter and Support to

19  Homeless Families and the Occasion of

20  their 16th Annual Empty Bowl Dinner,

21  introduced by Councilwoman Bass.

22            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

23  Chair recognizes Councilwoman Bass.

24            COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you,

25  Mr. President.  I move for the adoption
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2  of the resolution.

3            (Duly seconded.)

4            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

5  been moved and properly seconded.

6            All those in favor?

7            (Aye.)

8            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

9  Those opposed?

10            (No response.)

11            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

12  ayes have it, and that resolution is

13  adopted.

14            CHIEF CLERK:  There are no

15  other resolutions on the Final Passage

16  Calendar, Mr. President.

17            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

18  Thank you very much, Mr. Decker.

19            That concludes our Calendar for

20  today.

21            Are there any speeches on the

22  part of the minority?

23            And the Chair recognizes

24  Councilman Oh.

25            COUNCILMAN OH:  Thank you very
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2  much, Mr. President.  I just wanted to

3  state that the Marine Corps celebrated

4  its 239th Anniversary on November the

5  10th.  It was desegregated June 1942,

6  because up until that date, there had

7  been a standing practice and order that

8  African Americans were not to serve in

9  the Marine Corps, and the Montford Point

10  Marines were the first group of African

11  Americans since that time to serve.  But

12  I wanted to point out that since the

13  creation of the U.S. Marine Corps in

14  1775, that a dozen African Americans

15  served in the Marine Corps from 1776 to

16  1777.  And so there are colonial records

17  and pictures of African Americans serving

18  in the U.S. Marine Corps, and I think

19  it's important to point that out.

20            Thank you very much.

21            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

22  Thank you, Councilman.

23            Any speeches on the part of the

24  majority?

25            Councilman Oh, did you tee up
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2  again?

3            COUNCILMAN OH:  No, I did not.

4            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  All

5  right.

6            The Chair recognizes Councilman

7  Jones.

8            COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you,

9  Mr. President.  All too often when we

10  talk to taxpayers and the public they

11  don't think that we actually know of or

12  use the services that we either legislate

13  or appropriate funds for, but I think

14  everybody in this Chamber can relate to

15  the fact that they know someone that

16  rides Paratransit.  It is a useful tool

17  for seniors and those with disabilities

18  to get from one point in the City of

19  Philadelphia to the next point.  It was a

20  good idea when we and the Commonwealth

21  implemented the lottery to provide these

22  kinds of services, to subsidize these

23  services for citizens, but I don't think

24  everyone knows the risks sometimes that

25  these riders have.  When we look at the
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2  use of this system, we have people that

3  are forced to transport people every day,

4  thousands of times a day that are not

5  possibly trained to the degree that they

6  should.

7            We have people who are forced

8  to, whether it's a person weighing 150

9  pounds, to pick up someone three flights

10  up to get someone that may weigh twice as

11  much as them down those three flights of

12  stairs while unattended passengers sit

13  and wait patiently, patiently, patiently

14  to get to their doctor's appointments or

15  other errands.

16            I think it behooves us a body

17  to take a look at this process, and I'm

18  joined by the Chair of Public

19  Transportation, I'm joined by individual

20  members who have family members that ride

21  for SEPTA.  We don't understand that

22  there's an apartheid system, an apartheid

23  system that separates those who work on

24  SEPTA in the buses and El's and trolleys

25  than those good working people that ride
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2  our most precious, the disabled and

3  seniors, to and from doctor's

4  appointments.  And I think it's time we

5  take a look at that, Mr. President, with

6  a jaundiced eye, because if we contribute

7  to it, we're responsible for it.

8            Thank you, Mr. President.

9            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

10  Thank you.  Well noted.

11            The Chair recognizes Councilman

12  Greenlee.

13            COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Thank

14  you, Mr. President.  Just quickly, I know

15  with the coming holidays, a lot of

16  members are involved in various endeavors

17  to help people over the holidays.  I just

18  want to quickly mention this year my

19  office again will be working with the

20  Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots

21  program.  So I'd ask anybody listening,

22  if they see fit, to bring donations of

23  any new, unwrapped toy to my office, Room

24  508, by December 6th to try to help

25  children around the City have a good
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2  Christmas.

3            Thank you, Mr. President.

4            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

5  Thank you, Councilman.

6            The Chair recognizes Councilman

7  Johnson.

8            COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,

9  Mr. President.  Just a couple things I

10  wanted to go over in regards to issues I

11  have been working on as it relates to the

12  2nd Councilmanic District.  Most

13  recently, yesterday down at John Bartram

14  High School, members of the Philadelphia

15  Federation of Teachers, specifically

16  Mr. Jerry Jordan and his team, as well as

17  a security team from Unite Here, members

18  of the Philadelphia Police Department

19  but, most importantly, students and

20  community members hosted a rally against

21  the violence that's taking place at John

22  Bartram High School, focusing on making

23  sure that the teachers have the necessary

24  resources so they're not teaching in the

25  atmosphere of fear, making sure that the
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2  principal, Principal Muhammad, has the

3  necessary support that he needs to take

4  John Bartram High School to the next

5  level.  And so yesterday I have

6  established the Friends of John Bartram

7  Steering Committee where we will be

8  organizing the various community

9  stakeholders in Southwest Philadelphia to

10  engage in a partnership with John Bartram

11  High School to focus on making sure that

12  they have the necessary support they need

13  to revitalize the John Bartram High

14  School, focusing on making sure the

15  atmosphere is conducive for students to

16  learn.

17            So we will continue advocating

18  for that school.  I want to make sure

19  that every young person there receives a

20  quality education.  I'm also going to be

21  reaching out for support from the

22  Chairwoman of Education and also alumni

23  of John Bartram High School, Councilwoman

24  Jannie Blackwell.  And so we want to make

25  sure we support that school in the
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2  southwest part of my district.

3            On Friday at the Church of the

4  Redeemer located at 24th and Dickinson

5  Street, we will be hosting the Stand Up,

6  Man Up forum, focusing on the issue of

7  African American young manhood in the

8  African American community.  We know the

9  number one killer of African American

10  young men is African American young men

11  by homicide through gun violence.

12            So we will be partnering with

13  the Church of the Redeemer, Reverend

14  Omari Hughes, State Representative Jordan

15  Harris, State Senator Anthony Hardy

16  Williams to engage in a dialogue, but

17  also focusing on a level of mentorship

18  that we can provide young men and really

19  try to help these young men from standing

20  on the corner and engaging in a life of

21  crime and violence.  And I know we hit

22  the street last Friday night in the

23  middle of the night all throughout Grays

24  Ferry and Point Breeze going corner to

25  corner specifically talking to young men,
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2  trying to get them off the corner, get

3  them involved in something that's

4  positive as opposed to a life of crime

5  and violence.

6            And so for all who are

7  listening, we encourage you to come out

8  tomorrow, Church of the Redeemer at 5

9  p.m., 5:00 to 7:00, where we're going to

10  be giving away opportunities to win free

11  Eagles tickets, Sixers tickets, as well

12  as Sneaker Villa gift certificates as

13  well.

14            Last, but not least, there is

15  great speculation and debate where --

16  there's great speculation and debate on

17  determination of the final casino license

18  and where that casino license will be

19  placed.  We have no idea, but there's

20  speculation that one will wind up in the

21  South Philadelphia part of my district.

22  There was a major community meeting that

23  did take place.  No elected officials

24  were invited yesterday to participate,

25  but nevertheless, as an advocate for the
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2  constituents in which I represent, we

3  have been working diligently and paying

4  attention to the process, and I find it

5  hard-pressed that if my community that I

6  represent in that part of my district do

7  not support a casino coming in their

8  area, it would be pretty hard for me

9  introducing legislation to be supportive

10  against their wishes and concerns.

11            And so we'll continue to pay

12  close attention to this process.  I know

13  there will be an announcement, and after

14  that announcement, we will convene, if it

15  happens to come in South Philadelphia,

16  with the community members and we will

17  listen to their issues and their

18  concerns, and that will play a major role

19  with how we even think about moving

20  forward supporting any type of casino in

21  South Philadelphia.

22            So I just want to state that

23  primarily for the record, because we want

24  to make sure that we're representing all

25  of our constituents throughout the 2nd
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2  Councilmanic District equally and making

3  sure that they have a voice of what takes

4  place in their neighborhood.

5            Thank you, Mr. President.

6            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

7  Thank you, Councilman.  Keep up the good

8  work.

9            The Chair recognizes

10  Councilwoman Blackwell.

11            COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Thank

12  you, Mr. President.  Certainly I am happy

13  to do all I can with regard to my alma

14  mater, John Bartram High School.  I also

15  went back and did my student teaching

16  there.  And Wilson Goode was chosen to be

17  the first on the Hall of Fame and myself

18  second.  So my heart is there, and

19  certainly we look forward to working with

20  Councilman Johnson with regard to John

21  Bartram High School and all the issues

22  they're having.

23            We put on everyone's desk New

24  Tools in the Battle Against Ebola.  It's

25  another newsletter, a follow-up
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2  newsletter.  We passed out one earlier,

3  maybe a month and a half ago, and we're

4  issuing another newsletter on Ebola.

5            As you all know, we represent

6  Echoes of Africa and the Mayor's

7  Commission on African and Caribbean

8  Immigrant Affairs.  We just met again in

9  fact last night at the African American

10  Museum, and we are ever diligent on doing

11  what we can to help this community to

12  raise funds, to not have people feel,

13  women, if they wear Khimar and African

14  dress that they're being targeted or

15  people who come into the country with an

16  accent are afraid.

17            So there are many, many issues

18  and side issues dealing with this battle

19  against Ebola, but thank God life is

20  getting better, and we thank everyone for

21  their support.

22            Thank you very much.

23            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

24  Thank you, Councilwoman.

25            And the Chair recognizes
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2  Councilwoman Bass.

3            COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you,

4  Mr. President.  I just have a few

5  announcements today, and the first is I

6  did want to just speak a little bit about

7  the Empty Bowl Dinner.  Everyone should

8  have received a flyer, which is this

9  Wednesday, November 19th, and the event

10  is sponsored by the Philadelphia

11  Interfaith Hospitality Network.  Myself

12  and Councilman O'Brien attended last

13  year.  It's a really important event.  I

14  know that Councilwoman Blackwell is a

15  huge supporter for the work that they do

16  in supporting families that are hungry

17  and homeless.  So that's something that's

18  very, very important, and we hope to have

19  the support of members of Council and

20  also anyone who is listening to please

21  come out this Wednesday, November 19th at

22  Lutheran Theological Seminary at 7301

23  Germantown Avenue.

24            Also, I also wanted to mention

25  that today is America Recycles Day, and
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2  so -- recycling is so very important.  We

3  had a huge hearing yesterday chaired by

4  Councilwoman Blondell Reynolds Brown, and

5  one of the things that came out of that

6  hearing was the importance of composting.

7  Actually, that's really what the hearing

8  was all about, was about the importance

9  of composting.  So as a result, everyone

10  has their bright and shiny composting

11  buckets, all members of City Council.  We

12  believe that composting is not a matter

13  of "if" for Philadelphia but really a

14  matter of "when," and so we're asking

15  that our members really do set the

16  standard and the example and begin

17  composting right away.  And also I want

18  to thank Councilman Squilla who

19  co-chaired the hearing as well yesterday.

20  So looking forward to everyone putting

21  out their composting buckets.

22            And, finally, I want to just

23  welcome today Shenelle Benson, Brent

24  Brickley, and Rasheeda Parlin, who are

25  here today as part of their orientation



(215) 504-4622
Strehlow & Associates, Inc.

130

1       11/13/14 - STATED - SPEECHES

2  and training as new employees in the

3  Department of Licenses and Inspections,

4  and we rely on them so heavily.

5            I want to ask if they could

6  just stand so we can recognize them and

7  thank them for being here today.

8            Thank you so much for your

9  help.

10            (Applause.)

11            COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you,

12  Mr. President.

13            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

14  Thank you, Councilwoman.

15            And the Chair now would like to

16  make one note, that the Committee on

17  Technology will be having a hearing at

18  12:30.  So I see the Committee Chair is

19  requesting that you hang around so we can

20  get started right away.

21            With that, I'll call for a

22  motion.  Councilwoman Reynolds Brown,

23  motion to adjourn.

24            COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Certainly,

25  Mr. President.  Just let me offer a
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2  friendly note that the briefing will be

3  rescheduled wherein we'll hear about the

4  wonderful exhibit coming to the

5  Philadelphia Museum of Art.  So if my

6  colleagues would be on the alert.  It is

7  postponed for today to be rescheduled.

8            And with that said,

9  Mr. President, I move that Council stand

10  adjourned until Thursday, November 20th,

11  2014 at 10:00 a.m.

12            (Duly seconded.)

13            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

14  Thank you.  It's been moved and properly

15  seconded that Council stand adjourned

16  until Thursday, November 20th, 2014,

17  10:00 a.m.

18            All those in favor?

19            (Aye.)

20            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

21  Those opposed?

22            (No response.)

23            COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

24  ayes have it.  Thank you very much.  The

25  motion carries.
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2            (Stated Meeting adjourned at

3  12:30 p.m.)

4                - - -
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1

2                CERTIFICATE

3          I HEREBY CERTIFY that the

4 proceedings, evidence and objections are

5 contained fully and accurately in the

6 stenographic notes taken by me upon the

7 foregoing matter, and that this is a true and

8 correct transcript of same.

9

10

11

12

13 --------------------

14 MICHELE L. MURPHY

15 RPR-Notary Public

16

17

18

19          (The foregoing certification of this

20 transcript does not apply to any reproduction

21 of the same by any means, unless under the

22 direct control and/or supervision of the

23 certifying reporter.)

24
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