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Stated Meeting

COUNCIL OF THE A TY OF PH LADELPH A

STATED MEETI NG

Cty Hall, Room 400

Phi | adel phi a, Pennsyl vani a

Thur sday, April 30, 2026
10: 00 a. m

PRESENT:

COUNCI L PRESI DENT KENYATTA JOHNSON
COUNCI LWOVAN RUE LANDAU

COUNCI LWOVAN NI NA AHVAD

COUNCI LWOVAN KENDRA BROOKS

COUNCI LWOVAN JAM E GAUTHI ER

COUNCI LWOVAN KATHERI NE G LMORE- RI CHARDSON
COUNCI LWOVAN QUETCY M LOZADA
COUNCI LWOVAN Cl NDY BASS

COUNCI LMAN M CHAEL DRI SCOLL

COUNCI LMAN CURTI S J. JONES, JR
COUNCI LMAN NI COLAS O ROURKE

COUNCI LMAN JEFFREY YOUNG JR
COUNCI LMAN ANTHONY PHI LLI PS

COUNCI LMAN BRI AN O NEI LL

ELI ZABETH MCCOLLUM Chief derk
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Stated Meeting

PROCEEDI NGS

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Good norni ng, everyone.

" masking for all nenbers
to please take their seats. All
visitors, please retire to the seats
outside the rails. Please take all
si debar conversations out of the
Counci | chanbers.

| note that the hour has
cone and that a quorumof this Gty
Council is present. Before
proceeding, I'll ask all those
presents to pl ease set your cell
phones to silent and/or vibrate.
Thank you very nuch.

To give our invocation this
nor ni ng, the Chair recognizes
Reverend Tony Pritchette, founder
and pastor of Provision of Gace
Wrld Mssion Church. He is here
today as guests of the Majority
Deputy Whi p Counci |l nrenber C ndy

Bass.
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Stated Meeting

WIIl all nenbers and guests
pl ease rise?

PASTOR PRI TCHETTE: Good
nor ni ng, Council and the peopl e of
Phi | adel phia. Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, we cone
before you wth gratitude for the
opportunity to serve and to | ead.

We thank you for this Gty of

Phi | adel phia, its people, its
history, its future. Lord, we lift
up this Council, especially its
Presi dent, Kenyatta Johnson, and
every nenber gathered here today,
grant them w sdomto nake sound

deci sions, the courage to stand for
what is right, and humlity to serve
wth integrity.

As Phi | adel phi a, the
birthpl ace of our nation, prepare to
cel ebrate its 250th anniversary, we
thank you for all the generations
t hat have cone before us and for the

foundation they laid. As events and
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gat heri ngs take place across this
city, we pray for peace, safety, and
unity. Let this be a tinme not only
of celebration, but of reflection,
renewal and comm tnent to the val ues
that strengthen our nation, cities,
and communi ty.

Qui de their discussions
that they may be thoughtful and
productive. Let every decision nade
in this place pronote justice,
fairness, and the well-being of all
citizens, especially those who are
under served, overl ooked, vul nerable,
and i n need.

Father, help themto rise
above division and work together in
unity for the conmon good of all.
Gve themclarity in conplex matters
and peace in the nonent of
di sagr eenent.

We pray for our
nei ghbor hoods that may be safe,

thriving, and filled w th hope.
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Strengt hen those who serve this city
daily and bl ess every work and
effort that seeks to uplift this
city and every hand commtted to
bui | ding a better Phil adel phia. My
all that is done here today bring
honor, accountability, progress, and
commtnent to truth and service in
building this great city. In your
nanme we pray. Anen.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Anen.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Amren.

The Chair thanks the
Reverend for the invocation. The
Cty Council will now be at ease.

(Counci | at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Menbers, pl ease take your
seats. The next order of business
is the approval of the journal of
the neeting of Thursday, April the
23rd, 2026.

The Chair recogni zes
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Majority Deputy Wi p Counci |l menber
C ndy Bass.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank
you, M. President. | nove to the
journal of the neeting of Thursday,
April 23rd, 2026 be approved.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the journal of the
meeting of Thursday, April the 23rd,
2026 stand approved. All those in
favor will signify by saying aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it,
and the journal is approved.

The next order of business
I's request for |eave of absence, and
the Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Maj ority Leader Katherine G| nore-
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-

RI CHARDSON: Thank you,

M. President. On behalf of the
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majority, there are no requests for
| eave of absence today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch. The Chair
t hanks the Majority Leader. The
Chair recognizes Mnority Leader
Counci | menber Kendra Brooks.

COUNCI LMEMBER BROCKS:
Thank you. On behalf of the
mnority, there are no requests for
| eaves of absence.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JCOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch. The Chair
t hanks the Mnority Leader.

The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | menber Majority Leader
Kat herine G | nore-Richardson for a
notion concerning certain
| egislative matters that may ari se
during the course of today's session
of Council and that were not |isted
on the calendar circulated prior to
today's City Council session.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
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Rl CHARDSON: Thank you,
M. President. | nove that any of
the followng matters, if considered
today, may be added to the agenda
for this session of Council, and as
required by | aw, subsequently
publ i shed on an anended agenda after
t he consideration of those matters.
Resol uti ons aut hori zi ng
heari ngs, anmendnents to bills on
first reading, the reconsideration
of a bill vetoed by or recall from
t he Mayor, anendnents to bills
recall fromthe Mayor, resol utions
taki ng substantive action to be
voted on in this session, a notion
to wwthdraw a bill or resolution
that is not on the cal endar, and a
notion placing a bill or a
resolution on, or returning a bill
or resolution fromthe suspension
cal endar that is not |isted on
t oday' s cal endar.

The purpose of this notion
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IS to provide the public with notice
concerni ng possi bl e actions by
Counci| that arose too |late to be
i ncl uded on the cal endar that was
publ i shed prior to today's session.

COUNCI LMEMBER:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the |legislative
matters stated by Majority Leader
Kat herine G | nore-Ri chardson may be
added to the agenda for today,
shoul d those matters arise during
t he course of this session of
Council. Al those in favor wl|
signify by saying aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it,
and the notion carries.

The Chair w |l dispense
with a regular order of business to
recogni ze the guests and visitors

joining us in Cty Council Chanbers
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this nmorning. On behalf of all
menbers of Gty Council, | welcone
you to our Council session. W
appreciate you taking the tine to
join us as we attend the legislative
affairs of our great city. W
certainly invite you to cone again.

| want to take a nmonment to
acknow edge, joining us today for
today's City Council session, State
Representative Keith Harris. Thank
you for joining us, sir.

| al so have the staff
joining me as ny guest, the staff of
State Senator Anthony Hardy
WIllianms. Thank you for joining us
as wel | today.

At this time, the Chair
recogni zes Majority Leader Katherine
G | nor e- Ri char dson.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-

Rl CHARDSON:
Thank you, M. President.

Today, | rise to recogni ze the
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presence of our Nati onal
Apprenticeship Week partners. | ask
that they stand as they are

recogni zed.

W have our union partners
fromthe Phil adel phia Building
Trades. We have the carpenters
represented. The AFL-CIO A big
shout out to Monica Robinson for all
of her work this week, particularly
wth the Union Experience Fair. All
of our CTE teachers who are
represented, including our mddle
school CTE teacher, M. Jared, and
all of the partners who are with us
today for National Apprenticeship
Week, thank you very nuch for being
here. W appreciate your presence.
And thank you to the PFT for their
coordi nati on anongst schools, all
the schools that we visited this
week.

In addition, M. President,

| wanted to take this opportunity
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prior to the presentation to wel cone
t he guest of the Reverend Dr. Lorina
Mar shal | - Bl ake here to City Counci l
Chanbers. You will hear nore about
her wonderful body of work over the
| ast 35 years here in the Gty of

Phi | adel phi a.

And if you know anyt hi ng
about Phil adel phia, you know t he
name Reverend Dr. Lorina Marshall -
Blake. So | wanted to take this
opportunity just to recogni ze nmany
of her guests who are here today.

We have the opportunity to cel ebrate
and uplift her last night at
| ndependence Bl ue Cross.

But | wanted to recogni ze
her famly, if her famly could
pl ease stand, as well as the Vine
Menorial Baptist Church famly, as
well as -- as well as the | adies,
the lovely | adies of Al pha Kappa
Al pha Sorority, I|ncorporated, as

well as the nenbers and the nenbers
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of The Links, I|ncorporated, who are
here as well for the Reverend
Dr. Lorina Marshall-Bl ake. W wl|
al so recogni ze all of the nenbers of
t he I ndependence Blue Cross famly
during the resolution presentati on.
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you, Majority Leader. A well-
deserved presentation today for
Dr. Lorina Marshall-Bl ake. And when
we tal k about the Labor Movenent,
Majority Leader G | nore-Ri chardson,
| also want to acknow edge one of
your guests, M. Butch Bennett. W
thank himfor all the work that he's
doi ng on behal f of the building
trades. Thank you for joining us.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci |l man Dr. N na Ahnad.

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD:  Thank
you. Thank you, Council President.
In recognition of National Vol unteer

Month, I'd like to take a nonent to
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recogni ze sone honored guests who
are going to have a resolution in
their honor as well later on. And
they're in the chanber today, whose
exenpl ary history of vol unteer
service in their conmmunities nust be
acknow edged.
Dr. Charlotte Brown, Rachel
Hanni bal , Tiana T. Goodw n,
Dr. Jasm ne Wight, and Mecca
Robi nson, and all who are here to
support them Please stand so we
can give you a round of appl ause.
Thank you, Counci l
Presi dent.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You're welcone. Very well deserved.
Counci | menber Curtis Jones, Jr.
COUNCI LMEMBER JONES:  Yes.
Thank you, M. President. And ny
esteened col | eague Jame Guthier is
recogni zing, | believe, Boys Latin
today. So are they here? So we

share -- she has one school in the
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3rd, | have one school in the 4th,
and we neet in the m ddle on Mrket
Street. So welcone and | woul d say
sonething in Latin |ike veni, vidi,
vici: we canme, we saw, we
conquered, but we are proud of those
young nmen. Thank you,
M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch. \Were are
those little young nen from Boys
Latin? They're still in the
chanbers? Can you-all stand? Let's
get these young nen a round of
applause. Can we get a real big
round of appl ause, please? Channel
6, can you get a picture of this
over there? These young nmen wth
their ties on and their blazers,
very fine young nen? They don't
have Pooh Shi esty nmasks on and pants
ain't sagging. W definitely want
to see that on Channel 6. They sure

enough show t he ot her side.
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The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Dr. Anthony Philli ps.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Council President. In
the spirit of recognizing young
people in the city of Phil adel phi a,
t oday, we have the privilege and
honor. They just stepped out for a
pl ease second, but | want themto
know t hat we acknow edged them t hat
we have students from Phel ps Hi gh
School .

Their coach, M. Lindsey is
here who's being recognized for his
contributions to athletics in the
9th District, as well as Coach
Shaki r Johnson from O ney Hi gh
School is also being recognized
today, and his team and his nenbers
are here today. So let's get those
young peopl e around of appl ause
t oday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

| ndeed.
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Menber Young, your I|ight
was on. You still like to be
acknow edged, sir? GCkay. Al
right. Thank you very nuch.

At this time, the Chair
recogni zes the gentl eman from Sout h
Phi | adel phia, Chair of
Appropriations, the 1st Council manic
District, Mark Squilla, who wll
present a resolution honoring and
recogni zi ng Lodge No. 2 of the G and
Lodge of Pennsyl vania, free and
accepted ancient York Masons for its
hi storical significance and the
foundi ng of the Nation's 268 years
of dedication to |eadership and
nment orship, and its continued
contributions to charitable
organi zations in the city of
Phi | adel phi a.

Wul d the Wrship Mster
Peter Lavell e and those acconpanyi ng
hi m pl ease j oi n Counci |l menber

Squilla at the podiunf
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Joi ni ng Menber Squilla are
the foll owi ng nenbers:

Counci | menber Ni col as
O Rour ke, Counci |l nenber Rue Landau,
Counci | menber JimHarrity, and
Counci | menber Dr. Anthony Phillips
and Counci | renber Quetcy Lozada.

The floor is yours,

M. Squilla.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. President.

And today, it's a great
honor of mne to be able to offer
this recognition to an organi zation
that is always out there giving back
to our community, to our city, to
t he Commonweal th and to the nati on.
So it's with great pleasure that we
honor and recogni ze Lodge 2 of the
Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania Free and
Accepted Ancient York Masons for its
hi storical significance in the
foundi ng of the nation and its 268

years of dedication to | eadership
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and nmentorship, and its conti nued
contributions to the charitable
organi zations in the city of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE:
Whereas, Lodge No. 2, Free and
Accepted Ancient York R te Masons
was constitutionally warranted in
1758 and has mmi ntai ned a conti nuous
existence in the city of
Phi | adel phia for 268 years, making
it the ol dest existing Masonic Lodge
in the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a,
and one of the ol dest fraternal
organi zations in North Arerica. And

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY:
Whereas, the history of Lodge No. 2
isintricately linked to the birth
of the United States, as its
menber ship during the Revol utionary
War included a distinguished roster
of Patriots, conprising 16 col onels,

10 maj ors, and 28 captains on the
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continental Arny, including such
not abl e figures as Col onel Thonas
Proctor, High Sheriff of
Phi | adel phi a, and Col onel Allen
McLane. And --

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU
Wher eas, Lodge No. 2 played a
pivotal role in their early civic
life of the young nation, organizing
the historic procession to Chri st
Church on Decenber 28th, 1778, in
whi ch br ot her George Washi ngton
partici pated, celebrating the
British evacuati on of Phil adel phi a.
And - -

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
Whereas, the Reverend Smth D.D.
Provost of the Coll ege of
Phi | adel phi a, now known as the
Uni versity of Pennsylvania, and a
prom nent nenber of Lodge No. 2
aut hored the Al nond Resin of 1783,
t he book, A Masonic Law, dedicated

to CGeneral George Washi ngton,
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t hereby cenented a bond between the
father of our country and the
Phi | adel phia fraternity. And --

COUNCI LMEMBER AUTHI ER:
Whereas, the indelible mark of Lodge
No. 2 on the foundi ng docunents of
this nation is enbodi ed by Brother
John Dunl ap, Esquire, who entered
the Lodge in 1768, and who, serving
as the official printer to the
conti nental Congress, worked through
the night of July 4th, 1776 to
produce the first printed broadsides
of the Decl aration of |ndependence,
t hereby di ssem nating the
fundanental ideals of American
liberty to the colonies and the
world. And --

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:
Whereas, the patriotic devotion of
the brethren of Lodge No. 2 is
further exenplified by the
extraordinary sacrifices of Brother

Haym Sal onon, a brilliant nerchant
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and i ndi spensabl e financier of the
Anmeri can Revol ution, who tirelessly
brokered bills of exchange, secure
critical foreign |oans, and pl edge
his personal fortune to fund the
Continental Arny and the del egates
of the Continental Congress,
ensuring the survival and ultimate
victory of the Patriot cause. And

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA:
Wher eas, Lodge No. 2 established a
presi dent of organi zed nuni ci pal
phil ant hropy in 1785 by donating the
proceeds of the sale of the
Freemasons Lodge, anounting to over
1,500 to the city of Philadelphia to
establish a fuel fund for relief of
the indigent, a charitable trust
that continues to benefit the city
today. And --

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  And
wher eas, the Lodge denonstrated

remarkabl e resilience during the
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19th century, particularly through
the | eadership of Wbrship Master

W1 Iliam Cumm ngs, who preserved the
Lodge's warrant and continuity
during the anti-Masonic agitation of
the 1830s, ensuring that its |lights
woul d not be exti ngui shed.

And whereas Lodge No. 2
continues to exenplify the Masonic
tenets of brotherly |love and relief
in the 21st century through active
hands-on community servi ce,

i ncl udi ng regularly vol unteering
their tinme and resources to prepare
neal s for transplant patients and
their famlies at Gft of Life

How e's House, as well as regularly
donati ng bl ood through the Masonic
Bl ood and Organ Donor Program  Now
therefore be it --

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:
Resol ved by the Gty Council and the
city of Phil adel phia, hereby honors

and recogni zes Lodge No. 2 of the
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Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania for its
extraordi nary 268-year history in
foundati onal role of the Anerican
Revol ution and its unwaveri ng
commtnment to charity, |eadership,
and the welfare of the citizens of
Phi | adel phi a.

Further resolved in this
engrossed copy of this resolution be
presented to Worship Master Peter
Lavel |l e and Brethren of Lodge No. 2,
as an expression of sincere respect
and its admration of this
| egi sl ati ve body. Congratul ati ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Wrship Mster
Peter Lavelle for remarks. Brother
Peter Lavelle.

MR LAVELLE: Thank you.
This is kind of overwhel mng. So
what | want to do is actually | want
to -- | have the brothers that
joined ne today, starting this way,

i ntroduce thensel ves. So we have --
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Ariel, you want to start?

MR, GONZALEZ: Ari el
Gonzal ez, past master of Lodge 2.
Thank you for your -- for inviting
us.

MR. LAVELLE: Okay. Yeah.
Brother Mraldi Gustave and Brother
Kevin Rees, Brother Bill Sol ownay,
Brother Chris Julio, Brother Dennis
Zaval a, and Brother M ke Vivas.

First of all, | just want
to acknow edge the nen and wonen
that currently serve in the mlitary
and have served that has nmade it
possible for us to celebrate the 250
years of a nation we call our hone.

Qur chal | enges and progress
make us the greatest experience in
experinment on earth. Thank you,
Counci|l President, nenbers of City
Counci |, distingui shed guests, and
all those gathered here today.

On behal f of Lodge No. 2,

Free and Accepted Masons of
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Pennsyl vani a, |'m deeply honored to
stand before you and accept this
resolution. The recognition is not
only a reflection of our

organi zation's history, but also a
testanent to the enduring comm t nent
of our nenbers, past and present,
who have dedi cated thenselves to
service integrity and the betternent
of our comunity.

Lodge No. 2 has | ong stood
as a pillar of unity and purpose.
From our earliest days, we have
sought to uplift those in need,
foster strong bonds anong our
menbers, and contribute neani ngfully
to the civic life of this great
city. Philadelphia is a place of
rich in history, resilience and
hope, and we all are proud to play
even a small role in carrying those
tradi tions forward.

This resolution affirns

that our efforts matter, it rem nds
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us that service, when done with
sincerity and inconsistency creates
a lasting inpact, whether through
charitable initiatives, nentorshinp,
or sinply show ng up for our
nei ghbors. W strive everyday to
live out the values we hold dear,
because attitude reflects
| eader shi p.

| would |ike to extend ny
gratitude to the nenbers of Cty
Council for this honor, and to
everyone who has supported Lodge No.
2 along the way. Most inportantly,
| want to recognize the brothers of
the Lodge, their significant others,
t hose who cane before us, and those
who serve today, and those who w |
carry this work into the future.
This recognition belongs to all of
you.

As we accept this
resolution, we do not see this as a

cul m nation, but as a renewed call
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to action. W remain conmtted to
strengt heni ng our comunity,
bui | di ng bridges across differences,
and continui ng our | egacy of service
here i n Phil adel phi a.

Menbers of City Council,
pl ease accept this small gift as a
token of our gratitude. It is a
commenorative coin to comrenorate
our nation's birthday, with the
opposite side featuring Lodge No.
2's seal, a rem nder of being second
to none. However, also a rem nder
that those in service to others of
being first anong equals in which
much i s appreci at ed.

In closing, we celebrate
the founding of our nation this
year. Happy birthday to all. To
everyone, thank you very nuch for
this. W're deeply honored.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Council will be at ease.

(Counci | at ease.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
At this tinme, the Chair recogni zes
Maj ority Leader Katherine G I nore-
Ri chardson, who w || present a
resol ution honoring and recogni zi ng
t he awesone, iconic, enpowering,
comm tted, passionate, public
servant, spiritual Dr. Lorina
Mar shal | - Bl ake. Joining Majority
Leader G | nore-Richardson are the
foll owm ng Counci | nenbers:

Counci | menber Dr. Ant hony
Phil i ps, Council nmenber Jam e
Gaut hi er, Counci | menber Rue Landau,
Counci | menber Quetcy Lozada,
Counci | menber Jeffrey J. Young,
Counci | menber M nority Leader Kendra
Br ooks, Council nenber JimHarrity,
Counci | menber G ndy Bass, and
Counci | menber Dr. N na Ahnad.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
very nuch, Council President.

Pl ease join us Council nenber
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Bl ondel | Reynol ds Brown. Thank you
so nmuch, Council President, and
thank you to ny --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Excuse nme, Majority Leader
Ri chardson. Just one second.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
Rl CHARDSON:  Yes, sir.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Could we take all sidebar
conversations out of Council
chanbers, and we will present the
resol uti on presentati on when our
guests are at the podium Now I've
been down here since 2011, | never
seen this many people. Never. Not
one tinme. You talk about alife
wel | spent touching people, you
never seen nothing like this. Don't
| et no snoke at all.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
very much, Council President. Thank

you very much, Council President,
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and to ny coll eagues and all
assenbl ed, this |arge robust
gathering, the largest |'ve ever
seen. Not only since being a nenber
of Council, but since | had the
opportunity to serve here as an
intern and a forner staffer for
Counci | menber Bl ondel |l Reynol ds
Brown. | have never seen a
resolution presentation this |arge,
but it is truly a testanent to a job
wel | done by the Reverend Dr. Lorina
Mar shal | - Bl ake.

“"May the work | do speak
for me to appreciate beauty, to find
the best in others, to | eave the
world a bit better, whether by a
healthy child, a garden patch, or a
redeened social condition, to know
that even one life has breathed
easi er because you have lived, this
Is to have succeeded." That is
Ral ph Wal do Enerson, and it

perfectly describes the Reverend
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Dr. Lorina Marshall - Bl ake.

Today is a very speci al
day, and we are celebrating a true
Phi | adel phia i con, Reverend
Dr. Lorina Marshall-Bl ake, the
former president of the |ndependence
Bl ue Cross Foundation, and fornmer
Vice President of Conmmunity Affairs
for I ndependence Bl ue Cross, known
for her kind spirit, her |oving
heart, her wonderful prayers, her
great books, and a hat collection
that will rival any. W want to
take this auspicious occasion to
recogni ze our true Philadel phia icon
t oday.

So first, I want to
recogni ze those who are joining us
for this nonmentous occasion. And in
their absence, | nust recognize Geg
Devins and Kelly Munson of
| ndependence Bl ue Cross. Steve
Farrah, executive Vice President of

Public Affairs for |ndependence Bl ue
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Cross; Mtch Vidovich, Vice
Presi dent of Governnent Affairs for
| ndependence Blue Cross. You know,
we can't do anything w thout Heather
and wi t hout Denise. Thank you,
Heat her and Deni se.

And for everyone el se here
fromthe I BX teamto support our
| egendary Phil adel phia icon, as well
as the famly of the Reverend
Dr. Lorina Marshall-Bl ake, all of
her friends and | oved ones who were
here, the Vine Menorial Bapti st
Church famly, Al pha Kappa Al pha
Sorority, Incorporated, The Links,
| ncor porated, Metropolitan Chapter
of the Continentals, the Forumfor
Executive Wnen, the Comm ttee of
Seventy, the Anti-Defamation
Comm ttee, and the National
Coalition of 100 Bl ack Wmen,
| ncor por at ed Pennsyl vani a chapter.
And I'mgoing to say that's just to

nane a few.
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And so it has been an
absol ute honor not only to work with
the remar kabl e Reverend Dr. Lorina
Mar shal | - Bl ake over the years, but
to have the distinct privilege to
consider her a friend. Wen | first
becane a nenber of Philadelphia Gty
Council, it was three nonths into
the role, and the world was hit wth
CoviD. And | will tell you it was
an opportunity for her to shine.

She worked with us to
ensure that we created a programto
reskill and upskill hone health
ai des, to give them opportunities to
becone certified nursing assistants,
so that we were able to fill enpty
sl ots and vacanci es across our
heal thcare institutions and nursing
care facilities during the pandemc
when they were needed nost. That's
the type of work that she does.

To know Reverend Dr. Lorina

Marshal | -Blake is to truly
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under stand t he power of her

| eadership, her ability to [ight up
a room uplift Philadel phians at
every |l evel while exenplifying the
val ues and m ssion of | ndependence
Blue Cross and just who she is, and
show up for our comunities.

Though I know we w Il see
her often, her retirenent or her
rewmring marks the end of an era,
one that has had a | asting positive
I npact on the lives of so many
Phi | adel phi ans and beyond. \Whet her
her -- whether through her inpactful
wor k at | ndependence Bl ue Cross, and
for those of you who have been
around a little bit at the
Phi | adel phia Gas Wirks to inprove
the health and wel | bei ng of
Phi | adel phi ans, her service across
25 boards and comm ttees throughout
her career or the unm stakabl e way,
she pulls off the nost el egant hats

you have ever seen, she has
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redefined | eadership in this city
and her inpact wll be felt for
generations to cone.

To say you will be m ssed
sinply does not do you justice. You
are a true chanpion for
Phi | adel phi ans. Reverend Dr. Lorina
Mar shal | - Bl ake, on behal f of a
grateful city of Philadel phia, thank
you for your extraordi nary service,
your unwavering comm tnent, and the
| egacy you are | eaving behind at
| ndependence Bl ue Cross.
Congratul ati ons on a remarkabl e
career and a wel |l -deserved
retirenment and rew ring.

Wher eas, Reverend
Dr. Lorina Marshall - Bl ake has
di sti ngui shed herself as a
trail blazing | eader and dedi cated
publ i c servant whose career has been
defined by her steadfast comm tnent
to advancing the needs of the city

of Phil adel phia and inproving the
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lives of those she serves. And --
COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA:

Whereas, Reverend Dr. Lorina

Mar shal | - Bl ake has served as the

presi dent of the |Independence Bl ue

Cross Foundation, where she has |ed

strategic progranmmatic and

operational efforts to advance the

foundation's mssion to | ead

sust ai nabl e sol utions that inprove

the health and wel | ness of

communities in Philadel phia. And --
COUNCI LMEMBER BROOKS:

Wher eas, Reverend Dr. Lorina

Mar shal | - Bl ake has over seen

115-mllion in grant-nmaking while

| eadi ng the foundation, and has

di sti ngui shed herself as a

col | aborat or, innovator, convener of

the birth organi zati ons and

t hought ful | eader in addressing

emergi ng health needs. And --
COUNCI LMEMBER AHMAD:

Before | begin, | just want to give
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my thanks. This is a wonman who got
engaged in maternal nortality. She
trained as a doula; that's the kind
of person she is. So sorry about
that, but | had to put that in.
Thank you.

Wher eas, Reverend
Dr. Lorina Marshall-Bl ake has
devoted her time to her church and
communi ty through serving as an
associate mnister at Vine Menori al
Bapti st Church, and through her
active involvenent in nore than 30
prof essional and civic
organi zations, including serving as
the 28th president of Al pha Kappa
Al pha Sorority, Inc. Onmega Onega
chapter. And --

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:
Wher eas, Reverend Dr. Lorina
Mar shal | - Bl ake has been recogni zed
for her exenplary |eadership and
servi ce by diverse organi zati ons,

such as the NAACP, the G rl Scouts
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of Eastern Pennsylvania, and the
Phi | adel phia Tri bune. And just as a
matter of personal privilege, thank
you for all of your service. God
bl ess you. And --

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU
Wher eas, Reverend Dr. Lorina
Mar shal | - Bl ake has been the
reci pi ent of many prestigi ous awards
and honors, including the 2025
Phi | adel phi a Regi on's Leaders Award
fromthe Phil adel phia Tribune and
the Heal t hcare I nnovator Award from
t he Phil adel phi a Busi ness Journal .
And - -

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER
Wher eas, Reverend Dr. Lorina
Mar shal | - Bl ake has given her time in
service on 25 nonprofit boards and
commttees of local, state, and
nati onal organi zations, including
Urban Affairs Coalition, Baptist
Pastors M nisters Conference, and

Forum for Executive Wnen. And --
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COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
VWhat an -- I'mgoing to be two
seconds out of the decorum maybe
10, but | just want to say if there
was ever an organization in the city
of Phil adel phia that needed support,
this lady, through $115 mllion,
provi ded that support and put IBX in
the city of Philadel phia on the nmap
for their community contributions.
So she has the right to wear many
hat s.

Wher eas, Reverend
Dr. Lorina Marshall-Bl ake's academ c
achi evenents include a bachelor's
degree from Anti och Col |l ege, and a
master's degree fromthe University
of Pennsylvani a, and she has been
named the Honorary Fell ow of the
Aneri can Acadeny of Nursing and as a
fornmer appointee to the National
Advi sory Council on Nursing
Education and Practice in the US

Department of Health and Human
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Services. And --

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  And
whereas, Reverend Dr. Lorina
Mar shal | Bl ake t hroughout her
acconpl i shed career has exenplified
an unwavering commtnent to
I nproving the lives of others and
has left a lasting | egacy on the
city of Phil adel phia, as you can
see, and beyond. Now, there's --
now t herefore being --

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY:  You
know, everybody knows the Reverend
Dr., so we all have sonething to
say, but Councilwoman G | nore-

Ri chardson quoted Enerson, but |

al ways think of Martin Luther King
in nmy favorite speech, "If you want
to be great, wonderful." And then it
ends with, "But those who are
greatest anong us are those who are
of service." And that is her to a
T.

Therefore be it resol ved by
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the city of Philadel phia that we
hereby cel ebrate and acknow edge the
| eader shi p and out st andi ng
contributions of Reverend Dr. Lorina
Marshal | -Bl ake in the city of
Phi | adel phi a, and extend our best
W shes on her retirenent. She's not
goi ng anywher e.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES: So
Dr. Marshall is known by many nanes
in many different roons, but all of
themw th respect, all of them
making a difference. And | shared
one roomw th her in grad school
with Dr. Janes Speedy, where we
shared cold pizza and a |ot. And he
woul d provoke Dr. Marshall into
t hese debates. And I was |ike, "No,
don't engage. No." But she would go
right at him And he relished
argui ng with her about different
things fromwonen's rights to
politics and everything. And | w |

say this today, Dr. Speedy woul d be
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Stated Meeting

proud.

MS. MARSHALL- BLAKE: He
woul d be.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES:  Thank
you, ma'am

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: And
further resolve that an engrossed
copy of this resolution be presented
to Reverend Dr. Lorina Mrshall -

Bl ake further evidencing the sincere
respect of this legislative body.
Congr at ul ati ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Congratul ations. The Chair
recogni zes the Reverend
Dr. Marshall, Dr. Lorina Marshall -

Bl ake for remarks.

M5. MARSHALL- BLAKE: Thank
you, M. President. First thing |
woul d say before | even start ny
remarks, is to God be the glory for
the great things he has done and
continues to do in ne for his

people. But again, thank you,
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M. President, especially Majority
Leader Kat herine G I nore-R chardson,
for doing this.

| am deeply honored and
prof oundly grateful to the
Phi |l adel phia Gty Council for this
resol uti on, acknow edgi ng 35 years
of service to | ndependence Bl ue
Cross, and nost inportantly, for ne,
to the people of this great city.

Phi | adel phi a has shaped ne,
chal |l enged ne, and inspired ne. And
to be recogni zed by its elected
| eaders is both hunbling and
meani ngf ul beyond words. For 35
years, it has been ny privilege to
serve al ongsi de dedi cat ed col | eagues
at | ndependence Bl ue Cross, who
believe as | do that access to care,
comrunity investnent, and health
equity are not optional; they are
essenti al .

Thi s work has never been

about a single individual, but about
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col l ective inpact, shared purpose,
and standing in the gap for our
nei ghbors. | also want to thank ny
famly, who has been ny first
mnistry, ny steady foundation, and
nmy greatest source of strength.
Thank them for their love, their
patience, and prayers have nade
every season possi bl e.

To ny church famly, Vine
Menori al Baptist Church, thank you
for grounding ne in faith, service,
and servant | eadership. You rem nd
me daily that our work in the
communi ty nust always be anchored in
| ove.

|"mal so grateful for the
si sterhood and service of Al pha
Kappa Al pha Sorority, Incorporated,
The Links, Incorporated, the
Coalition of 100 Bl ack Wnen, the
| npact Continentals Forum for
Executive Wnen, the Comm ttee of

Seventy, and the Black Jew sh
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Commttee of the Anti-Defamation
League, and the other many
organi zati ons and boards that |'ve
had the opportunity and privilege to
serve. Each has strengthened ny
comm tnent to | eadership, advocacy,
and lifting as we clinb.

Soneone once said, no one
I's nmore cherished in this world than
soneone who |ightens the burdens of
another. That belief has guided ny
life's work. Service is not sinply
what we do, it is who we are. Thank
you again to Gty Council for this
acknow edgenent and to the people of
Phi | adel phia for allow ng ne the
honor of serving. | remain
commtted to this city, toits
comuni ties, and to doing work that
matters. This is not a goodbye;
it's just a thank you, and stay
tuned for the next chapter.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Council wll be at ease.
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(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
At this time, the Chair recognizes
M nority Leader Kendra Brooks, who
will present a resolution honoring
and recogni zi ng Wonen Agai nst Abuse
on the occasion of his 50th
anni versary and celebrating five
decades of | eadership on the front
i nes of Phil adel phia's response to
donestic violence. Wth soneone who
Is no stranger to Gty Council,
who's Joanna Qtero Cruz, and those
acconpanyi ng her, please join the
counci | menber at the podi um

Joi ning the presentation
wi th Menber Brooks is Council nenber
Quet cy Lozada, Council nenber Jam e
Gaut hi er, Counci |l nrenber C ndy Bass,
Counci | menber Dr. N na Ahnad,
Counci | menber Rue Landau, and
Counci | menber Kat herine G | nore-
Ri chardson. The Ladies of City
Counci | .
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COUNCI LMEMBER BROOKS: (Good
norni ng. Good norning. Today we
are celebrating the | eaders, the
advocates, the attorneys, the
provi ders, and the survivors who
make up Wonen Agai nst Abuse. Sone
of you know I lost ny cousin Tiana
to donestic violence 10 years ago.
Since then, |I have honored Tiana's
menory by advocating for survivors
of donestic viol ence, passing
| egi sl ati on on coercive control, and
wor ki ng to expand the resources
avai |l abl e for inpacted famli es.

Over the past few weeks,
|' ve been deeply disturbed by the
multiple stories of Black wonen and
chil dren murdered by nen and their
famlies. | want to take a nonent
to recognize a good friend of m ne,
Mayor Nancy Metayer from Cor al
Springs, Florida.

As a society and as a city,

we have so much nore work to keep
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peopl e safe from donestic viol ence.
One of our leading partners in this
work is Wonen Agai nst Abuse. And
today, we celebrate them for 50
years of standing up for survivors,
overcom ng stigma, and creating
pat hways to |l asting safety.

Wnen Agai nst Abuse serves
t housands of Phil adel phi ans each
year and provides the city's only
donesti c vi ol ence energency shelter,
and serves as the | ead operator of
t he Phil adel phi a Donestic Viol ence
Hotline. There's no way to neasure
how many |ives have been saved over
the past 50 years. But today, we
can celebrate the countl ess wonen
and children who are still alive
t oday because of the care and
comm tment of Whnen Agai nst Abuse.

Now, | would like to turn
It over to Council menber Lozada, who
co-introduced this resolution with

me, and who has been a long-tine
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supporter of Wnen Agai nst Abuse and
their work.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: (Good
nmorning. | amhonored to be here
introducing this resolution with
Counci | menber Majority Leader
Brooks. [|'d also |like to thank
every single one of the wonen who
are involved in the work, the
day-to-day work, and nornmali zi ng
tal ki ng about donestic violence in
our communities. 1'd also like to
-- I'd also like to introduce Joanna
O ero Cruz, executive director and
presi dent of Wonen Agai nst Abuse.
And recogni ze her for her
| eader shi p.

COUNCI LMEMBER BROCKS:
Honoring and cel ebrati ng and
recogni zi ng Wonen Agai nst Abuse on
the occasion of the 50th anniversary
and cel ebrating five decades of
| eadership on a frontline of

Phi | adel phia's response to donestic
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vi ol ence.

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU.
Wher eas, Wnen Agai nst Abuse was
founded in Philadel phia in 1976 by
vol unteers commtted to ensuring
t hat survivors of donestic violence
were heard, believed, and support ed.
And - -

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:
Whereas, fromits earliest days,
including its first Gernmant own Rural
Home Shelter that quickly filled
wth famlies seeking safety, Wnen
Agai nst Abuse has renmined rooted in
Phi | adel phi a' s nei ghbor hoods, and
today stands as the city's
conpr ehensi ve donestic viol ence
provi der operating critical
lifelines for survivors of all
gender identities through inclusive,
culturally responsive, and
accessi ble services. And --

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER:

Wher eas, the organi zation's m ssion
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iIs to provide quality,
conpassi onate, and non-j udgnent al
services that foster self-respect
and i ndependence in persons
experiencing intimte partner
vi ol ence whil e | eadi ng the broader
nmovenment to end donestic viol ence
t hrough advocacy and community
education. And --

COUNCI LMEMBER AHMAD:
Whereas, for five decades, wonen
agai nst Abuse has hel ped shape how
Phi | adel phi a under st ands and
responds to donestic viol ence,
transformng it froma hidden, often
di sm ssed issue into a public
concern requiring coordinated
cityw de action. And --

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
RI CHARDSON:  Wher eas t hrough
| eadershi p and i nnovati on, Wnen
Agai nst Abuse has strengthened
Phi | adel phia's safety net for

survivors by operating two 100- bed
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enmergency shelters, providing
national ly recogni zed | egal
services, delivering youth
prevention progranm ng, and
expandi ng coordi nat ed pat hways to
safety, and has advanced systemw de
col  aborati on by conveni ng community
organi zati ons, public agencies, and
city |l eadership to support a nore
uni fied response to donestic
vi ol ence, including through shared
safety, Phil adel phia's coordi nated
community response to rel ational
viol ence. And --

COUNCI LMEMBER LQOZADA:
Whereas, as a trusted partner to the
city of Phil adel phia, Wnen Agai nst
Abuse has remai ned open, accessi bl e,
and responsive to survivors in tines
of crisis. And whereas, the
organi zation's work reflects the
strength and the conpassi on of
Phi | adel phi a, inpacting countl ess

survivors who have found safety,
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stability, and hope towards
prograns. Now therefore be it --

COUNCI LMEMBER BROCKS:
Resol ve that the Cty Council hereby
honors and recogni zes Wnen Agai nst
Abuse for 50 years of service,
celebrates its leadership in
advanci ng safety and justice for
survivors of donestic violence, and
reaffirnms his commtnent to
strengt heni ng support systens and
resources across Phil adel phi a.

|"d like to introduce
Joanna Oero Cruz, director and
Presi dent of Wnen Agai nst Abuse.
Joanna has a distinguished history
of serving children, famlies, and
survivors of intimte partner
viol ence, and currently serves as
the board president of the
Pennsyl vani a Coal i ti on Agai nst
Donestic Violence. She's a seasoned
non-profit |leader with deep roots in

t he Phil adel phi a regi on.

Page 54

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

Most recently, Joanna was
appoi nted by Mayor Kenny as deputy
managi ng director of conmmunity
services for the city of
Phi | adel phi a, where she oversaw
ei ght departnents and nanaged a
$23-m I lion budget. Joanna.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recognizes Joanna O ero
Cruz.

M5. CRUZ: (Good afternoon
or actually good norning still
nmenbers of Council. Thank you,
Counci | menber Lozada, and
Counci | menber Brooks, and all of the
di sti ngui shed Counci | nrenbers here
praesenti. |I'mhere with ny fellow
WAA famlia, friends and famly, and
| know that sone early founders. |
see Carol Tracy, and | know t hat
Cynthia Fierro is around too, a
former executive director and
presi dent of Wnen Agai nst Abuse.

My nanme Joanna Oero Cruz,
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and | am proud to stand here on
behal f of Whnen Agai nst Abuse as we
cel ebrate 50 years of service of
advocacy and partnership here in

Phi | adel phia. Fifty years ago, our
organi zati on began with a sinple but
radi cal belief that everyone
deserves to |live free fromviol ence
in their own hone.

We've cone a long way from
the volunteer run hotline that first
answered calls froma woman -- for
wonen at Phil adel phia hospitals
injured and afraid, and from our
first shelter, as nentioned earlier,
a three-bedroom one bathroom row
house that inmmediately got built
with famlies that were in desperate
need of safety.

And yet today, the sane
bel i ef continues to guide every
shelter bed we provide, every
hotline call we answer, every | egal

protection we help secure in courts,
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and every survivor we wal k al ongsi de
with. But we know that this
m | estone is just not | ooking back;
it's al so about recognizing the
all-going reality of our city.

Donesti c viol ence renmains
one of the nobst urgent public safety
and public health issues facing
Phi | adel phia, and yet it is also one
of the nost sol vabl e when we have
strong systens, conmm tted partners,
and sustai ned investnent.

That is where Gty Council
| eadership has nattered so deeply,
and we thank you. Your support has
hel ped ensure survivors have access
to energency shelter, |egal support,
saf e housi ng, and prevention
education. You have hel ped
transforma life-threatening crisis
i nto pat hways towards safety and
healing. And still we know that
there is still nore work to be done,

because behind every statistic is a
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person, a parent trying to protect
their children, a young person
navigating their first relationship,
a survivor rebuilding their life
after the uni magi nabl e fear.

And behi nd every survivor
Is a comunity that nust decide wll
we turn away or wll we show up. At
Wnen Agai nst Abuse, we choose to
show up every day, and we are
grateful to have a city that has
al so chosen to show up with us. As
we march 50 years, we honor the
survivors whose courage fuels our
m ssion. W honor the dedicated
staff and vol unteers and advocates
who do this work with conpassion
each and every day, and we honor our
city partners, especially Gty
Council, for standing with us in the
belief that safety is a right and
not a privilege.

Let this anniversary be not

only to cel ebrate how far we've
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conme, but a renewed commtnent to
where we -- where we nust go. Next
towards a Phil adel phi a where every
hone is safe and every survivor is
bel i eved and supported. Thank you
for this honor, and for your

conti nued partnership.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Council will be at ease.

(Counci | at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The next order of business is
conmuni cations. The Chair requests
that the Sergeant-at-Arns deliver
t he nessages fromthe mayor to the
Chief d erk.

WIlIl the Chief Oerk please
read the nessages fromthe mayor and
any other communications in his
possessi on?

CH EF CLERK: To the
President and the nenbers of the
Council of the city of Phil adel phi a,

|"msubmtting herewith for the
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consi derati on of your honorabl e body
the foll ow ng proposed:

An ordi nance aut hori zi ng
the Director of Aviation on behalf
of the city of Philadel phia to
nodify a certain easenent and
acquire additional easenent interest
in connection with a portion of the
parcel or parcels of |and, comonly
known as 8350 Executive Avenue,
under certain terns and conditi ons.

An ordi nance aut hori zi ng
the director of the Departnent of
Avi ation to acquire on behalf of the
city fee, sinple title or a | esser
I nterest by purchase am cabl e
negoti ati on, dedi cation, donation,
condemati on, agreenent in |lieu of
condemation, or otherwse in and to
all portions of a certain parcel of
| and known as 8800 Ti ni cum Boul evard
i n Phil adel phia County, under
certain terns and conditions.

An ordi nance authori zi ng
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t he procurenent comm ssioner on
behal f of the city to enter into a
concessi on agreenent with Positive
Energy, Inc. for the procurenent,
construction, installation,
operation, and mai ntenance of direct
current fast chargers in the cell
phone | ot at Phil adel phia
International Airport, under certain
terns and condi ti ons.

An ordi nance aut hori zi ng
t he Comm ssi oner of Parks and
Recreation on behalf of the city of
Phi | adel phia to enter into a nulti-
year | ease agreenent with the
Fai rrount Par k Conservancy, under
whi ch the city would | ease to the
conservancy portions of the city-
owned prem ses known as Franklin
Del ano Roosevelt Park for the
conservancy's use, operation,
managenent, mai ntenance, and repair,
all under certain terns and

condi ti ons.
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An ordi nance aut hori zi ng
the Ofice of Transportation and
| nfrastructure Systens and the
procur ement conm ssi oner on behal f
of the city to execute separate
mul ti-year concession agreenents
wthit's Electric, Inc. and
Positive Energy, Inc. in connection
with a city electric vehicle
charging programto site, design,
install, own, operate, and naintain
a network of publicly available
el ectric vehicle charging stations
t hroughout the city at curbside
| ocations and surface parking |lots.
Amendi ng chapter 11-604 of
t he Phil adel phia Code, entitled
Encroachnments Upon and Cbstructions
of the Street to provide for
di sconti nued approval of electric
vehi cl e charger encroachnents, and
anending Title 12, entitled Traffic
Code to authorize the installation,

use, adm ni stration, and enforcenent
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of electric vehicle parking spaces.
Provi de adm ni strative enforcenent
of violations of electric vehicle
par ki ng vi ol ati ons, including
caner a- based enforcenent and tow ng,
all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

A resol ution approving the
reappoi nt nent of Abby Pozefsky to
t he Phil adel phia Water Sewer and
Storm Rate Board. And |I'm pl eased
to advise you that on April 27th,
2026, | signed the followng bill,
whi ch passed by Council at its
session on April 16th, 2026. Bill
No. 260295. There are no further
comruni cations in my possession,
Counsel President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT  JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch. The nessages
will be printed in the journal. The
next order of business is the
I ntroduction of bills and

resolutions. The Chair recognizes
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Counci | menber Dr. Anthony Philli ps.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Council President. Busy
day in Phil adel phia's Gty Council.
| have two privileged resol utions
for introduction today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch. WII| the Chief
Clerk please read the title of the
privileged resol utions?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution honoring and recogni zi ng
out st andi ng educators in the 9th
Councilmanic District for their
| eader shi p, nentorship, and
unwavering commtnent to shaping the
lives of young peopl e and
strengt heni ng school comunities
t hrough education, service, and
opportunity.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution wll be placed on
today's final passage cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
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privileged resolution honoring and
recogni zing the St. Raynond of
Penaf ort Boys basketball teamfor
W nni ng the 2026 Regi on 58
Champi onshi p, the 2026 Archdi ocese
of Phil adel phia Varsity Boys
Basket bal | Chanpi onshi p, and the
2026 Pennsyl vania CYO State
chanpi onshi p, and cel ebrating a
hi storic season that brought pride
and distinction to the Gak Lane
communi ty.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution wll be placed on
today's final passage calendar. The
Chair recognizes Majority Leader
Kat hri ne G | nor e- R chardson.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,
M. President. Today | offer two
privileged resolutions and one
non-privil eged resolution on your
behal f.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Thank you very nmuch. WII the Chief
Clerk please read the title of the
resol utions?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution recognizing April 26th
t hrough May 2nd, 2026 as a nati onal
apprenticeship week in the city of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch. This
resolution will be placed on today's
final passage cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
May 7th, 2026 as Al exander G aham
Bel |, and AT&T day in the city of
Phi | adel phia on the occasion of its
150t h anni versary of the first
successful phone call and the
ulti mate foundi ng of AT&T, as well
as the first broad public
denonstration of the tel ephone |ater
that year at the Centennial's Wrld

Fair in the city of Phil adel phi a.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today's final passage cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution, approving
t he appoi ntnent of WIIiam Snyder,
Jr. as a nenber of the Board of
Comm ssi oners of the Phil adel phi a
Housi ng Aut hority.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution wll be placed on
the final passage cal endar for
consi deration at our next session of
Council. The Chair recognizes
Maj ority Wi p Council man | sai ah
Thonas.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOMVAS: Good
nmor ni ng, Council President. Good
nor ni ng, coll eagues. Today, | have
one resolution and a request that
everybody in here contact their
school board nenbers about the
facility vote that's planning to

happen today. Thank you, Counci l
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Presi dent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch. WII the Chief
Clerk please read the title of the
resol ution, please?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution recogni zing May as Misic
Month in the city of Phil adel phia
and celebrating the city's
dedication to the arts, its | egacy
of produci ng worl d-cl ass nusi ci ans
across genres, and its powerful
econom c i npact generating billions
I n revenue, jobs, tourism and | ocal
busi ness grow h.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today's final passage calendar. The
Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Curtis Jones, Jr.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES:  Thank
you, M. President. Today, | offer
one bill and one privil eged

resol ution signed by the vast
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maj ority of nmenbers of City Council.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch. Chief derk,
pl ease read the title of the
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution authorizing the Commttee
of the whole to hold public hearings
to assess the potenti al
establ i shnment of an i ndependent
fiscal oversight agency to perform
I ndependent fiscal audits of the
school district of Philadel phia's
annual budget.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT  JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today's final passage cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
anendi ng section 14-524 of the
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled 4th
District Overlay District by
aut hori zi ng basic systens and
utilities in the SP-PO A zoning

district in an area bounded by Ri dge
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Avenue, Calumet Street, the
Schuyl kill River, and the
W ssahi ckon Creek, all under certain
terms and conditi ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill will be referred to the
appropriate commttee. The Chair
recogni zes Counci |l woman Jam e
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER
Good norning, Council President.
Today, | have one bill that I'm
co-introduci ng with Council nenber
Lozada, one, privileged resolution
and one non-privileged resolution on
your behal f.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch. Chief derk,
pl ease read the title of the bill on
resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
anendi ng chapter 16-400 of the
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled Surplus

Properties by addi ng net hodol ogy for

Page 70

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

di sposition by Property Exchange and
maki ng ot her technical changes, all
under certain terns and conditi ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill wll be referred to your
appropriate commttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring and
recogni zi ng Jerem ah Roach, Dyl an
Adki ns, Aiden Marion, Khalif
Bar akat - Cooper, and Marqui se Fl oyd-
Reid for their outstandi ng academ c
achi evenent and earni ng associ ate
degrees prior to graduating from
hi gh school and further recognizing
Boys' Latin of Phil adel phia Charter
School, Principal Robert L. Bark
Parker 111, CEQ, Dr. WIIliam Hayes,
and Zachary Paris, director of Early
Col | ege and Career Programm ng for
their | eadership and commtnent to
student success.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This resolution will be placed in

Page 71

888-893-3767

Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

Page 72
today's final passage cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution, extendi ng
t he approval of the 2025 through
2026 Housi ng Opportunities Made Easy
Home program annual program
statenent and budget, which
addr esses expendi tures by vari ous
agencies in the first year of the
H OME programto constitute
approval of spending in fiscal year
2027, pursuant to the sane program
st atenent and budget.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution wll be placed on
today's final passage cal endar for
next week.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Rue Landau.

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU
Mor ni ng, Council President and the
public. Happy to see everybody
today. | have four privileged
resol utions.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch. WII the Chief
Clerk please read the title of the
resol uti ons, please.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resolution authorizing the Commttee
on Transportation and Public
Utilities to hold hearings exam ni ng
the status of transit, nobility, and
access for Phil adel phia students and
t he expansi on of the SEPTA Student
Fair Program

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution wll be placed on
today's final passage cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring and
recogni zing |ifel ong Philadel phian
and Central H gh School and Tenple
University alum WII Yip, as the
first Asian Anerican producer and
second Phil adel phian to win the 2026
Grammy Award for Best Rock Al bum and

for his outstanding work as an audi o
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engi neer and record producer in the
city of Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed in
today's final passage cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution recogni zi ng,
congratul ati ng, and honoring
community | egal services on its 60th
anni versary.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today's final passage cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
May 4th through 8th, 2026 as Philly
Tech Wek in the city of
Phi | adel phi a, and cel ebrating the
vi brant and thriving tech ecosystem
i n Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed in
today's final passage calendar. The

Chair recogni zes Counci |l man Rue
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Landau.

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU:  You
al ready recogni zed ne, but | do want
to add that the WIllion resolution
was al so co-introduced with
Counci | mrenber Kendra Brooks.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch. The Chair
recogni zes Council man Quetcy Lozada.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA:

Thank you, Council President. Good
nor ni ng, everyone. Today | offer
one privilege resolution
co-introduced w th Counci |l menber
Thonsas.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch. WII| the Chief
Clerk please read the title of the
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: Recogni zi ng
and cel ebrating the 100th
anni versary of Russell H  Conwel |
M ddl e Magnet School .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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This resolution wll be placed on
today's final passage cal endar. The
Chair recogni zes Council man Jeffrey
J. Young.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank
you, and good norning,

M. President. Today | offer two
bills.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch. WII the Chief
Clerk please read the title of the
bills.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance,
establ i shing tenporary parking
regul ati ons and enf orcenent thereof,
and tenporary residential and guest
parking permts in the vicinity of
the area bounded by the intersection
of North 21st Street and North
Col | ege Avenue, North 21st Street,
Master Street, North 25th Street,
Cecil B. More, North 33rd Street,
West Oxford Street, West d enwood

Avenue, North 32nd Street, and
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continuing along the railroad
boundary South from North 32nd
Street at West Thonpson Street to
the intersection of Aspen Street,
Pennsyl vani a Avenue, Ham |ton
Street, north 21st Street, Fairnount
Avenue, Corinthian Avenue, Brown
Street, North 21st Street, Poplar
Street, Corinthian Avenue, South
Col | ege Avenue, Poplar Street, West
Col | ege Avenue, North Col | ege Avenue
to the intersection of North College
Avenue and North 21st Street, all
under certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
the final passage calendar. [|I'm
sorry. This bill wll be referred
to the appropriate commttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance, authorizing various
encroachnments in the vicinity of
3601 through 7 North Broad Street,
Phi | adel phi a, PA 19140, under
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certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill wll be referred to the
appropriate conmttee. The Chair
recogni zes Mnority Leader Kendra
Br ooks.

COUNCI LMEMBER BROOKS:
Thank you, Council President. |
have not hing to introduce today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very much. The Chair
recogni zes Councilman JimHarrity.
Thank you, Council President. |
have one privileged resol ution
t oday.

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY:
Thank you very nuch. WII| the Chief
Clerk please read the title of the
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution honoring the Asian
Aneri can Business Alliance of
Greater Phil adel phia for hosting the
2026 Asian Anerican and Pacific
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| sl ander Heritage Month Gala in
cel ebration of AAPI heritage and the
250t h anni versary of American
| ndependence.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution wll be placed on
today's final passage cal endar. The
Chair recogni zes Council man Ni col as
O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE
Good norning, M. President. Good
nor ni ng, Philadel phians. 1'Il offer
not hi ng t oday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch. The Chair
recogni zes Councilman M ke Driscoll.

COUNCI LMEMBER DRI SCOLL:
Morning, M. President. | have four
bills; three on your behal f and one
non-privil eged resolution on your
behal f.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch. WII| the Chief

Clerk please read the title of the

Page 79

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

bills and resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
authorizing the Director of Aviation
on behalf of the city of
Phi | adel phia to nodify a certain
easenent and acquire additional
easenent interests in connection
with a portion of the parcel or
parcels of |and, comonly known as
8350 Executive Avenue, under certain
terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JCOHNSON:
This bill will be referred to the
appropriate commttee.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
aut hori zing the director of the
Departnent of Aviation to acquire on
behal f of the city the sinple title
or a lesser interest by purchase
am cabl e negoti ation, dedication,
donati on, condemnati on, agreenent in
l'ieu of condemmation or otherw se in
and to all or portions of a parcel

of | and known as 8800 Ti ni cum

Page 80

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

Boul evard in Phil adel phi a County,
under certain terns and conditi ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill wll be referred to the
appropriate commttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance authorizing the Ofice of
Transportation and Infrastructure
Systens, and the procurenent
comm ssi oner on behalf of the city
to execute a separate nulti-year
concession agreenents with It's
Electric, Inc. and Positive Energy,
Inc. in connection with a city
el ectric vehicle charging programto
site, design, install, own, operate,
and maintain a network of publicly
avai l abl e el ectric vehicle charging
stations throughout the city at
curbside | ocations and surface
parking | ots, anendi ng chapter
11- 604 of the Phil adel phia Code,
entitled Encroachnents Upon and

bstructions of the Street to
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provide for the discontinued
approval of electric vehicle
char gi ng encroachnents; and anendi ng
Title 12, entitled Traffic Code to
aut horize the installation, use,
adm ni stration, and enforcenent of
el ectric vehicle parking spaces and
provide for adm nistrative
enf orcenent of violations of
el ectric vehicle parking violations,
I ncl udi ng caner a- based enf or cenent
and tow ng, all under certain terns
and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill will be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance to anmend the Phil adel phi a
zoni ng maps by changi ng the zoning
desi gnations of certain areas of
| and | ocated within an area bound by
Frankford Creek, Aram ngo Avenue,
Butler Street, and Frankford Avenue.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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This bill wll be referred to the
appropriate commttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol uti on approvi ng
t he reappoi ntment of Abby Pozef sky
to the Phil adel phia Water, Sewer,
and Storm Water Rate Board.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
the final passage cal endar at our
next session of Council. The Chair
recogni zes Councilman Brian O Neill.

COUNCI LMEMBER O NEI LL
President, | have no bills or
resol utions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch. The Chair
recogni zes Council man Mark Squill a.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. President. No bills
or resol utions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch. The Chair

recogni zes Counci | nrenber Ci ndy Bass.
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COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:. Thank
you, M. President. Today | offer
one privileged resol ution, one
non-privil eged resol ution, and one
bill on your behalf.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch. WII the Chief
Clerk please read the title of the
bill and resolutions?

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
aut hori zi ng the Conmm ssi oner of
Par ks and Recreation on behal f of
the city of Philadelphia to enter
into a nulti-year | ease agreenent
with the Fairnount Park Conservancy,
under which the city would | ease to
t he conservancy portions of the city
owned prem ses known as Franklin
Del ano Roosevelt Park for the
conservancy's, use, operation,
managenent, mai ntenance, and repair,
all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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This bill wll be referred to the
appropriate commttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
April 30th, 2026 as National Adopt a
Shelter Pet Day in the city of
Phi | adel phi a, honoring the vital
wor k of |ocal aninmal shelters and
encouragi ng residents to adopt,
vol unt eer, and support ani nmal
wel fare efforts throughout the year.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JCOHNSON:
This resolution wll be placed on
today's final passage cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privileged resolution al so
renam ng the corner of E. Collom
Street and Wakefield Street, Herbert
Drum Birch Way, to honor and
recogni ze the life, service, and
enduring | egacy of Herbert Drum
Birch, a devoted comunity activist,
vet eran, healthcare professional,

and political leader in the city of
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Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution wll be placed on
the final passage cal endar for
consi deration at the next session of
Council. The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Dr. N na Ahnmad.

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD:  Thank
you, Council President. | have one
privileged resolution and one bill
on your behal f.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JCOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch. WII the Chief
Clerk please read the title of the
bill and the resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
aut hori zing the procurenent
comm ssi oner on behalf of the city
to enter into a concession agreenent
with Positive Energy, Inc. for the
procurement construction,
install ation, operation, and
mai nt enance of direct current fast

chargers in the cell phone |ot at
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Phi | adel phia I nternational Airport,
under certain terns and conditi ons.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill wll be referred to the
appropriate commttee.
CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring
Dr. Charlotte Brown, Rachel
Hanni bal , Tiana T. Goodw n,
Dr. Jasm ne Wight, and Mecca
Robi nson during National Vol unteer
Month for their extraordinary
service, |eadership and enduring
contributions to the city of
Phi | adel phi a.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today's final passage calendar. The
next order of business is reports
fromcommttee. The Chair
recogni zes Council man Quetcy Lozada
for a report fromthe Commttee on
Public Property and Public Wrks.
COUNCI LMEMBER LQOZADA:
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Thank you, Council President. The
Commttee of Public Property and
Public Wrks reports out eight bills
with a favorabl e recommendati on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch. WII| the Chief
Clerk please read the report.

CH EF CLERK: The Commi ttee
on Public Property and Public Wrks
to which we referred the foll ow ng
bills:

Bill No. 251067, an
ordi nance authorizing real estate
transaction by the Comm ssi oner of
Public Property, the Phil adel phi a
Redevel opnent Authority, and the
Phi | adel phi a Land Bank necessary to
permt the city of Philadelphia to
acquire property bounded by Island
Avenue, El mwod Avenue, South 77th
Street, Buist Avenue, South 78th
Street, Cobbs Creek Waterway, the
vacat ed section of South 75th, and

the former Gays Avenue, including
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Stated Meeting

property known as Jabari Recreation
Center, all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

Bill No. 251100, an
ordi nance aut hori zi ng the
Comm ssi oner of Public Property on
behal f of the city to enter into an
amendnment to a subl ease agreenent
wi th the Phil adel phia Mini ci pal
Aut hority for use by the city of all
or a portion of the prem ses | ocated
at 1600 through 26 John F. Kennedy,
Boul evard, under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

Bill No. 260063, an
ordi nance renam ng and desi gnati ng
the property comonly referred to as
Panati Pl ayground, |ocated at 3100
North 22nd Street, to the All egheny
West Recreation Center in
recognition of community and
nei ghbor -- and nei ghborhood that it
serves.

Bill No. 260242, an
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ordi nance aut horizing the
Comm ssi oner of Public Property to
execute and deliver a deed to the
Phi | adel phia Authority for
| ndustrial Devel opnent, conveying
fee sinple title to a certain tract
of city-owned |land with buil dings
and i nprovenents situated at 5928
t hrough 30 Gernmant own Avenue in the
8th Councilmanic district of the
city of Phil adel phi a.

Bill No. 260337, an
or di nance aut horizing the
Comm ssi oner of Public Property on
behal f of the city of Phil adel phia
to enter into a | ease or subl ease
agreenents with the Phil adel phia
Aut hority for Industrial Devel opnent
for all or a portion of the prem ses
that includes certain parcels of
| and, generally referred to as
Vi ctory Gardens and Enerson
Landfill, for environnental

renmedi ati on of the |and, develop a
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facility -- devel opnent of a
facility at set prem ses, and use by
the International Union of Operating
Engi neers, Local 542, under -- all
under certain ternms and conditions.

Bill No. 260338, an
ordi nance aut hori zi ng the
Comm ssi oner of Public Property on
behal f of the city of Phil adel phia
to grant PECO Energy Conpany an
easenent for the purpose of
accessing, installing, mintaining,
and repairing underground
transfornmers and supporting
infrastructure along and adj acent to
a portion of the Penny Pack path in
and about the area commonly known as
7801 State Road, under certain terns
and conditions.

Bill No. 260339, an
ordi nance anending Bill No. 241031,
approved January 15th, 2025,
aut hori zing the Conm ssioner of

Public Property on behalf of the

Page 91

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

city of Philadelphia to enter into a
subl ease agreenent with the
Phi | adel phi a Muni ci pal Authority for
use by the city of a portion of the
prem ses | ocated at 1 South Broad
Street, Philadel phia, Pennsyl vani a,
under certain ternms and condition,
to authorize the | ease of additional
space within the prem ses, under
certain terns and conditions.

And finally, Bill No.
260341, an ordi nance authorizing the
Comm ssi oner of Public Property on
behal f of the city of Phil adel phia
to enter into a | ease or subl ease
agreenent with the Phil adel phi a
Muni ci pal Authority for use by the
city of a portion of the prem ses
| ocated at 9353 Krewstown Road,
under certain ternms and conditions,
respectfully reports it has
consi dered the sane and returns the
attached bills to Council with a

f avor abl e recommendati on.
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There are no further bills
to report out fromthe Commttee on
Public Property and Public WrKks,
Counci | President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch. The Chair
recogni zes Council man Quetcy Lozada
for a notion,

COUNCI LMVEMBER LOZADA:
Thank you, M. President. | nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading
this day of the bills just read into
the record by the Chief derk.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the rules of Council
be suspended so as to permt the
consideration of the bills just read
by the Chief Cerk at today's
session of Council. Al those in
favor of the notion wll signify by

sayi ng aye.
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COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Anyone opposed? The ayes have it.
The notion carries. These bills
will be placed on our first reading
cal endar for today.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Jeffrey J. Young for a
report fromthe Conmttee on Streets
and Servi ces.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President. The Commttee
on Streets and Services reports out
12 bills with a favorable
recommendat i on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch. Chief derk,
pl ease read the report.

CH EF CLERK: The Comm ttee
on Streets and Services to which
were referred the following bills:

Bill No. 250806, an
ordi nance aut hori zi ng encroachnents

in the nature of a sidewal k cafe in
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the vicinity of 1811 Fai r nount
Avenue, Phil adel phia, PA 19130,
under certain terns and conditi ons.
And Bill No. 250836, an
ordi nance aut hori zi ng encroachnents
in the nature of a sidewall cafe in
the vicinity of 1444 Frankford
Avenue, Phil adel phia, PA 19125,
under certain terns and conditions.
Bill No. 250918, an
ordi nance aut hori zi ng encroachnents
in the nature of a sidewalk cafe in
the vicinity of 161 West Cerard
Avenue, Phil adel phia, PA 19122,
under certain terns and conditi ons.
Bill No. 251029, an
ordi nance anending Title 12 of the
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled Traffic
Code, to provide for designated
transportati on network conpany
vehi cl e stands, definitions and
prohi bitions, clarifying penalties
related to bus, taxi cabs, and TNC

vehi cl e stands, anendi ng viol ations
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Stated Meeting

subj ect to canera-based parking
enf orcenent and anendi ng par ki ng
vi ol ations subject to tow ng, all
under certain terns and conditi ons.
Bill No. 251070, an
ordi nance anendi ng section 12-926 of
t he Phil adel phia Code, entitled
Center City Parking Regulations, to
confirmregul ati ons adopted by the
Departnment of Streets that
establi shed and revi sed | oadi ng zone
regul ations in additional portions
of the center city area and
reaut hori ze changes in additions to
such regul ations, all under certain
terns and conditions.
Bill No. 260026, an
ordi nance anendi ng section 12-701 of
t he Phil adel phia code, entitled
Desi gnation of Bicycle Lanes to
aut hori ze a bicycle | ane and renoval
of parking on Col unbi a Avenue, under
certain terns and conditions.

Bill No. 260134, an
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ordi nance anendi ng chapter 12-923 of
t he Phil adel phia Code, entitled
Smart Loadi ng Zones, authorizing the
Phi | adel phi a Parking Authority to
install smart | oading zones in the
area of Center City bounded by
Spring Garden Street, Bainbridge
Street, the Schuylkill River, and
the Del aware Ri ver for the purpose
of inproving the appropriate use of
| oadi ng zones and reducing traffic
congestion, all under certain terns
and conditions.

Bill No. 260216, an
ordi nance aut hori zing the
instal |l ati on, ownership and
mai nt enance of a dunpster
encroachnment in the vicinity of 509
t hrough 19 Vine Street,
Phi | adel phia, PA 19106 under certain
terns and conditions.

Bill No. 260217, an
ordi nance aut hori zi ng vari ous

encroachnments in the vicinity of
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2655 Sout h Juni per Street,
Phi | adel phi a, PA 19148, under
certain ternms and conditi ons.

Bill No. 260240, an
ordi nance renovi ng the parking | ane
and prohi biting stopping on the
south side of G nnam nson Street
fromMtchell Street to Peach
Street.

Bill No. 260267, an
or di nance aut hori zing an
encroachnent in the nature of a
staircase in the vicinity of 611
South 7th Street, Phil adel phia, PA
19147, under certain terns and
conditions, respectfully reports it
has consi dered the sane and returns
the attached bill to Council wth a
favorabl e recommendati on.

And Bill No. 260340, an
or di nance aut hori zi ng various
encroachnments in the vicinity of 323
North Broad Street, Phil adel phia, PA

19107, under certain terns and
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conditions, respectfully reports it
has consi dered and anended the sane
and returns the attached bill to
Council with a favorable
reconmendat i on.

There are no further bills
to report out fromthe Commttee on
Streets and Services, Council
Pr esi dent .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very much. The Chair
recogni zes Counci |l nenber Jeffrey J.
Young for a notion.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President. | nove that the
rules of Council be suspended to
permt first reading of these bills
that were just read into the record
by the Chief derk.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the rules of Council

be suspended so as to permt the
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consi deration of these bills just
read by the Chief Clerk at today's
session Council. Al those in favor
of the notion will signify by saying
aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it.
The notion carries. These bills
will be placed on our first reading
cal endar for today.

The Chair recogni zes
Council man M ke Driscoll for a
report fromthe Conmttee on
Transportation and Public Uilities,.

COUNCI LMEMBER DRI SCOLL:
Thank you, M. President. The
Comm ttee on Transportation and
Public Uilities reports out two
bills with a favorable
reconmendat i on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch. WII| the Chief

Clerk please read the title of the
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report?

CH EF CLERK: The Comm ttee
on Transportation and Public
Utilities to which were referred the
followng bills:

Bill No. 260265, an
ordi nance anending title 12 of the
Phi | adel phia Code, entitled Traffic
Code, to anend certain requirenents
applicable to buses and areas
desi gnated for use by buses,

i ncl udi ng applicable penalties, all
under certain terns and conditi ons.

And Bill No. 260266, an
ordi nance aut hori zing the
procurenment conm ssioner to enter
I nto agreenents to purchase
el ectricity, natural gas, and notor
fuel for use by the city and city
facilities and vehicles, including
agreenents that obligate paynent for
delivery of such energy supplies in
future fiscal years, all under

certain terns and conditions,
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respectfully reports it has

consi dered the sane and returns the
attached bills to Council with a
favor abl e recommendati on.

There are no further bills
to report out fromthe Commttee on
Transportation and Public Utilities,
Counci | President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch. The Chair
recogni zes Councilman M ke Driscoll
for a notion.

COUNCI LMEMBER DRI SCOLL:
Thank you. Thank you,

M. President. | nove that the
rules of Council be suspended to
permt first reading this day of the
bills just read into the record by
the Chief d erk.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the rules of Council

be suspended, so as to permt the
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consi deration of these bills just
read by the Chief Clerk at today's
session of Council. Al those in
favor of the notion wll signify by
sayi ng aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it.
The notion carries. These bills
will be placed on our first reading
cal endar for today. The next order
of business is the consideration of
the calendar. | note that the bills
just reported fromconmttees with
suspensi on of the rules have been
deened to have had a first reading.
These bills will be placed on the
second readi ng and final passage
cal endar for the next session of
Counci | .

As there are no additional
bills on the first readi ng cal endar,
the Chair recognizes Majority Leader

Kat herine G|l nore-R chardson for a
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notion concerning the bills and
resol utions on the second reading
and final passage cal endar.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
Rl CHARDSON:  Thank you,
M. President. The follow ng
resolutions on the final passage
cal endar, and the bills on second
readi ng and final passage cal endar
are being called up today.

Resol uti on Nos. 260398,
260399, 260400, 260401, 260402,
260403, 260406, 260407, and 260408.
And Bill Nos. 260213, 260214, and
260215-A. The following bills on
second readi ng and final passage are
bei ng hel d: 250768 and 250807.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch. Because --
bef ore considering these bills and
resolutions, we will consider public
comment as foll ows:

Your public conment nust

concern matters on the second
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readi ng and final passage cal endars
for possible action in today's
Counci | sessi ons.

Al |l speakers nust sign up
in order to testify. |If you have
not already signed up for today's
Counci| session, please do so now by
gi ving your nanme to staff at the
table outside the rail to ny left.
Once you have signed up, you will be
called in the order in which your
nanme appears on the sign-up sheets.

Under ideal circunstances,
public commenters each will have
three mnutes to speak. However,
this tinme limt may vary from
session to session. Today, the tine
limt wll be two mnutes. |In order
to be fair to all those wishing to
speak, | intend to hold faithfully
to the two-mnute limt.

When you begi n speaki ng,
you Wi ll see a green light on the

podium Wen there are 30 seconds
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remaining to your tinme, the |ight
will turn yellow, which is your

rem nder to conclude your remarKks.
Once two m nutes have passed, the
light wll turn red and the
sergeant-at-arns wll disconnect the
m crophone. At that point, please
yield the podiumto the speaker who
Is comng after you, if not have --
i f you have not done so already. |
al so reserve the right pursuant to
our Rules of Council to limt
repetitious comments on the sane
subj ect matter.

| wll now ask the clerk to
pl ease read the nane of our first
speaker.

CH EF CLERK: WII the
Honorabl e State Representative Keith
Harris, M chael Fattih, Wck Savage,
Lynn Landes, WIIliam Snall,

Dr. Charlotte Brown, Debbie
Fri edman, and Natasha Harris, please

make your way to the podi um
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
State Representative Harris, the
floor is yours, sir.

MR HARRIS: State
Representative Keith Harris. Before
| speak on this resolution, | just
would i ke to say as we cel ebrate
the 50th anniversary of the Wnen
Agai nst Abuse, | just like to echo
one nane in this chanber, our own
Li nda Ri os Newby, and honor her, and
may she rest in peace.

Di sti ngui shed body of Council,
Council President, | cone as a
nei ghbor and as a w tness.

As soneone who knows t hat
strength of Phil adel phia has al ways
lived in the people who serve
w t hout needing a spotlight. Today,
|"'ma proud -- I"'mproud to
cel ebrate two remarkabl e wonen from
my community and al so the ot her
honorees, | just work closely with

t hese two wonen, Dr. Charlotte Brown
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and Moni ca Boutier, best known as
Mot her Lovi ng.

Dr. Brown has done the hard
wor k, patient, heart-centered work
of buil ding spaces where peopl e can
heal , organi ze, and be restored.

Her | eadership rem nds us that
service is not just about show ng up
when the caneras are present. It is
about staying present when people
are hurting, when communities are
tired, and when the work requires

| ove, discipline, and consi stency.

Moni ca Boutier represents
that sanme spirit of community-rooted
| eadership. She is one of those
peopl e who holds the fabric
together. She leads with care, she
nmoves Wi th purpose. She understands
that real change is not always | oud,
but it is always felt by people
whose |lives are touched by it. And
that is ny -- that is why this

recognition matters.
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When Counci | mnenber Dr. N na
Ahmad honors wonen | eaders through
this resolution, she is not only
lifting individual achievenent; she
I's nam ng sonething bigger. She is
nam ng the truth that Phil adel phia
I's better because of wonen I|ike
Dr. Brown and Mnica Boutier and the
ot her honorees, who nurture,
protect, organize, nentor, and | ead
wth both strength and conpassi on.

So today, | sinply want to
say thank you. Thank you for your
service, thank you for your exanple.
Thank you for showi ng our young
peopl e what | eadership | ooks like
when it is rooted in |ove,
accountability, and community. On
behal f of the nei ghbors who see you,
the famlies who benefit from your
wor k, and the community that is
stronger because of you,
congratul ations on this well -

deserved honor. Thank you.
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MR, FODY: M nane is M ke
Fody. It's a pleasure to be here.
| " m speaki ng today on the resol ution
where we're urged -- we have to urge
President Trunp and his
adm ni stration to provide
conprehensive fertility care and
I ntravenous fertilization to the
city. Here's the good news, folKks;
he already did it.

On Cctober 16th, 2025,
President Trunp negotiated what's
call ed nost favorable, no, nost
favored nation status with EMD
Serono, a | eading drug manufacturer
of fertility nmedication. The drug
call ed Gonal -F, a comon fertility
drug, is now offered on trunprx.gov
at a discounted rate of nearly 800
per cent.

The Center for Medicare &
Medi cai d Services estimated that
wonen can save net -- nearly 50

percent now on fertility drugs from
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Trunp's negotiations. If you' re | ow
i ncone, drastically nore. | just
wanted to get the truth out now W
don't have to urge him He al ready
did it, but not only for the city,
he did it for all of America.

But as | say this, and |'m
glad he's working to bring nore
children into the world, |I'm
wondering how are we protecting our
children now. OQher cities are.
News flash, The Maryland Daily
Record newspaper said that
Washi ngton, D.C., Virginia, and
Maryl and just arrested 20, 000
crimnals because they allowed |ICE
I n.

Now, they said a majority
of these crimnals had crim nal
records: pedophiles, nurderers,
rapists. Sadly, these crimnals
will remain in Philadel phia because
t he board has restricted ICE. These

were not the values that this great
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city was founded on. [It's much
greater than that.

In fact, | went to a novie
recently called A G eat Awakeni ng.
Go see it. Instead of being woke,
you' I | be awakened |i ke our founding
fathers. | didn't know how nuch
t hese nen were guided by God. They
gave their lives to Jesus Christ.
They realized he died on the cross
for their sins, your sins, ny sins;
past, present, and future.

And when you repent and put
your faith in him believe he died
on the cross and rose again, he'll
give you a new heart. He'll give
you a new life.

SERGEANT- AT- ARMS:  Your
time is up.

MR, FODY: kay. Let ne --
can | close one thing? Can | say
one thing?

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-

Rl CHARDSON: Pl ease concl ude your
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remar ks

MR FODY: |If you do not
cooperate with | CE agai nst President
Trunp to revoke your sanctuary city
status, it's your obligation to
protect the citizens. |If you don't,
he will. Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
RI CHARDSON: Excuse ne. Thank you
all so nmuch for being here today.
We do have a robust list of public
comenters, so we are respectfully
requesting that everyone adhere to
the two-mnute limt. Thank you
very nuch.

MALE VO CE 1: Good
norning, Cty Council and nenbers.
| want to speak on Bill 250768.
That is the Clean Air Bill, |
bel i eve, that Councilwoman Gaut hi er
IS supporting. But | first want to
take this nonent to thank Counci l
Presi dent for supporting an

organi zation called Grls Inc. |ast
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Thursday. And it was a success of
maki ng sure that we support young
| adi es and their devel opnent.

Speaki ng about the C ean
Air Act, if we can just teach our
young people to bend down and pick
up their trash like potato chip
bags. In ny community and ny
travel s, even though I'man old nan
now, | get down on one knee and pick
up trash, and it's not ny trash, but
it'"s ny city. And if we are going
to have a green, cleaner city, we
all have to participate as citizens
to control this trash matter.

Yes, clean air is very
i nportant for all of us, but it
starts at honme and if we can
participate as a city and help this
mayor with a clean green city, |
think we will wind up not having to
use the various units that they use
to burn trash. Thank you.

SERGEANT- AT- ARMS:  Thank
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you, Sir.

M5. LANDI S: (Good norning.
|"m Lynn Landis of Philly's
Republ i can Network. |'m opposed to
Bill 250807 because Center City
District violates the spirit and
i ntent of the Sunshine Act. And
that they are allowed to tax but not
required to hold public neetings nor
accept public coments. Their
policies are a troubling extension
of the rules of -- for Gty Council
and city departnents, both of which
restrict public comments to agenda
itens only. Because of these and
other rules, the public is not able
to hear nor share inportant
I nformation. For exanple, the
public may be unaware that the Asian
Anmericans United, a nonprofit that
pronot es open borders and an anti -
| CE agenda, al so appears to receive
funding fromthe city of

Phi | adel phi a.
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Phi | adel phia is hone to
over 3000 nonprofits enpl oyi ng
roughly 175, 000 peopl e and have an
estimated i ncone of billions; $48.5
billion in revenue. Reportedly, 90
percent of city contracts are
awarded to nonprofits every year.

The question is how many of
t hese nonprofits are al so pronoting
a political agenda using our tax
dollars? |It's issues |ike these
that need to be brought to the
public's attention, which is why |I'm
requesting that at |east one Gty
Counci | menber propose putting the
di scussi on of anending Gty Counci l
rules on the Rules Commttee agenda.
Thank you very nuch.

SERGEANT- AT- ARMS: Thank
you.

MR SMALL: Good norni ng,
everybody. M nanme is WIIiam
Small. | ama candidate for U S.

Congress in the 3rd District. | do
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want to say thank you to the City
Counci | menbers who did stand up for
Lankenau Environnental .

But with that being said,
Bill 250807; | amin opposition of
this. Because we are tired of the
sane pattern; vague | and deal s,
broad authority, and the public
bei ng asked to trust decisions
wi t hout full transparency. Too
often the neeting happens in this
chanber, but the real deals happen
behi nd cl osed doors.

The peopl e know what t hat
nmeans; properties nove through the
Land Bank, sheriff sales, tax sales,
redevel opnent pi pelines, |and
changes hands, contracts get
awar ded, connected interests
benefit, and the taxpayers, we're
| eft footing the bill.

Meanwhi | e, Phil adel phi a
residents are al ready carryi ng one

of the heaviest tax burdens in
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Anerica. The heaviest. Every tine
Cty Hall needs noney, the answer is
t he sane; nore taxes, nore fees,
nore burden on us.

Now anot her rideshare tax
I s being proposed. But when do we
finally benefit? Wen do famlies
feel relief? Wen do workers get a
break? When do taxpayers see real
return? And if public property is
truly neant to serve the public,
then why are institutions |ike
Lankenau Environnent being -- have
uncertainty for the future? That's
why a lot of these people are here
today. |Isn't that exactly the
probl enf? \What benefits the people
IS too often neglected. Wat
benefits insiders, that noves
qui ckly.

We support parks. W
support devel opnent, we support
progress. But we do not support

vague |l egislation, insider politics,
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and taxpayers al ways com ng | ast.
No nore bl ank checks, no nore
backroom deals. It's tine to put
Phi | adel phi a, people who are really
from Phil adel phia first. Thank you.
M5. BROWN: Good day. |I'm
Dr. Charlotte Brown. |It's an honor
to be here. 1I'mso grateful to
Counci | menber Dr. N na Ahmad for
maki ng sure that the people you see
behi nd ne, the voices of
Phi | adel phia is represented wel | .
Fromthe corners of the
nost dangerous areas in the city of
Phi | adel phi a, during the pandem c,
wth tents put up with our own
resources serving the city when the
city was shut down, when the state
was shut down, we were there.
Frommarching fromGCity
Hall all the way to Hunting Park
wi th young people with Mecca
Robi nson, we are here represented

today to let you know that there is

Page 119

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

avillage in the city of
Phi | adel phia. Wether we are behind
t he scenes or whether we calling
each other two or three o'clock in
the norning, we are here.

| recogni ze about a decade
ago we were here in the sane place
saying that we wanted to be friends,
and a certain Council menber Jones
said he wanted to be friends with
us. Well, here's ny friends and
we'll continue to do the work in the
city of Philadelphia. And | am so
honored to do this.

Dr. N na Ahnmad, Natasha
Harris, Rachel Hani bl e, Randall
Sims, Andrea Lawful Sanders, Bridget
Powel I , Yol anda Bryant, Denise
Ri pl ey, Faith Evans, Dr. Lola Blunt,
Sonya Blunt, Tina Marie Russell,
Dr. Deshonda WI1ianms, Rachel
Hani bl e, Jamal Johnson, Mecca
Robi nson, Ri cky Duncan, Anthony

Baker, Sarrita Lew s, D ane Map,
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Ki nberly Nicole Ri chardson, N cole
M | cept, Jackie Johnson, Aisha Sara
Patterson, Sheila Arnstrong, Wanda
Wal ker Sanuel, Theresa Lundy, Kyle
Morris, Monica Bula, and Ebony
Ri chardson. For those who | |eft
out, | did not nean to. It's so
many of us. [It's 60 of us, and we
are here to continue to serve
communi ties. Thank you for this
time,
CH EF CLERK: Debbie
Fri edman. Natasha Harris, Arthur
St ei nberg, Jonat han Jacobs, Sarah
Apt, and David Al exander Jenki ns,
pl ease make your way to the podi um
MR. HOOVER  Good nor ni ng,
Counci | President Johnson, Majority
Leader Catherine G I nore-Ri chardson
and nenbers of Cty Council. M
name i s Benjam n Hoover, and |'m
speaki ng on behal f of Arthur
St ei nberg, President of Phil adel phia

Federati on of Teachers or PFT Local
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" m al so here on behal f of
our nore than 14,000 nenbers to
speak in support of resolution
recogni zi ng National Apprenticeship
Week in Philadelphia. W in the
| abor novenent have a saying All
work is skilled work. When it cones
to public education, the sane
principle applies. Career and
Techni cal Education or CTE is just
as challenging and ultinmately as
rewar di ng as advanced pl acenent
al gebra or biology. Students who
prefer vocational progranm ng and
who do best learning with their
hands literally are just as studious
and anbitious as any ot her.

Regi stered apprenti ceshi ps provi de
transfornmati onal opportunities for
students who learn firsthand that
there is dignity in all |abor.

As an added bonus,

apprenticeshi p prograns that partner
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wi th | abor unions, as those in the
School District of Philadel phia do,
show young people that belonging to
a uni on opens up paths to secure
futures and strong communities. The
PFT is proud to collaborate with
AFLCI O and all the other unions to
host uni on experience fairs in
school s across the city, in which we
connect students w th unionized

prof essionals to discuss
apprenticeshi p and career
opportunities.

W are grateful to el ected
| eaders in this body, including
Majority Leader G | nore-Ri chardson
for increasing the city's investnent
and CTE programm ng and for
supporting regi stered apprenticeship
prograns. Life is better in a union.
Let's keep working to expand
opportunities and optimsmfor its
Phi | adel phi a public school students.

Thank you.
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M5. HARRIS: M/ nane is
Nat asha Harris. |f you show ne the
five people that you surround
yoursel f around every day, it wll
tell ne exactly who you are. So if
you take a | ook behind ne, | got
those five people and nore. That's
how deep we are. W are The Elite
30. When you call on us, we cone,
boots on the ground. Even w thout
the fundi ng, even w thout the
approval, we still get the job done.
How we get the job done? Because we
col | aborate, we brought our service,
we put our egos aside, we put our
pride aside and we will run down on
any block when it cone to these
kids. GCkay? We will run down on
any bl ock, any roomwhen it cone to
t hese kids --

FEMALE VO CE: That's
right.

M5. HARRIS: -- because we

don't play when it cone about
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education. Education is the nost
I nportant tool, and that's what we
use through literacy, through
changing lives. And we thank
Dr. Brown so nuch for being able to
bring us together -- United we
stand, divided we fall. Everyone in
this room nake sure you ask about
us. Make sure you Googl e us,
i ndividually and collectively
because we're comng to see you. |
don't know where them bags at in
this room but we're comng to see
you because we want to coll aborate
with you on all levels, and we thank
you so much. Thank you.

MR. JACOBS. (Good norning.
Good norning. Thank you, Majority
Leader R chardson. M nane is
Jonat han Jacobs. | work for the
School District of Philadel phia. |
represent the Ofice of Career and
Tech Education. | represent

Mast baum Hi gh School , West
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Phi | adel phi a Hi gh School, and

Kensi ngton Heal th Sci ence Acadeny.
And |'m here today wth the AFLCI O
to represent apprenticeships and to
represent -- and thank you guys for
recogni zi ng the inportance of the
wor kf orce we have here in our
school s.

| want to say yesterday we
just had 10 students from West
Phi | adel phi a H gh School seniors
graduati ng, wal ki ng out the door
with jobs at Penn Medici ne making
over $20 an hour before they' re even
out si de.

It's -- I"'mreally hoping
that, Gty Council, we can go out
there and really encourage our | ocal
I ndustries and conpanies to call
their school and ask for enpl oyees.
Every tinme we've had -- every tine
we' ve had a conpany, a |ocal
i ndustry call us at Mastbaum or West

Philly, we've been able to send
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students out. And |I'm al so aski ng
that if we can really focus on
maki ng the process easier for our
youth to get the opportunities that
are avail abl e i n Phil adel phi a.

Wth Council woman
Ri chardson put out this amazing
apprenti ceshi p gui debook, which has
now put all the people that they
needed to contact to apply in their
hands, which has nmade it easier.

But right now we al so have a system
where we have all these
opportunities through our C2L, but
it's been really hard for students
to apply.

We've really been changi ng
lives in the city of Phil adel phia.
Ri ght now, | can say |ast year we
had three kids hired as an
el ectrician at the airport. W've
had kids hired at SEPTA now as auto
mechani cs. The city of Phil adel phia

itself has knocked it down wth five
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city preference points and hired
kids as fleet auto nechani cs.

And I'mreally hoping we
just create nore of that and give
opportunities to all of our
students. So |'mjust asking if
everyone reach out to their | ocal
busi ness and just encourage themto
pl ease reach out to the school.

Call us, let us know what they're

| ooking for, nmentor themearly. CT
students are graduating at a 93
percent rate versus traditional high
school students. So please just
gi ve us an opportunity and build the
wor kf orce of Phil adel phia. Thank
you.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-

RI CHARDSON: Thank you very nuch.
Council will be at ease.

CH EF CLERK: WI I Jerrett
Johnson nmake your way to the podi unf

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-

RI CHARDSON:  Council will be at
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ease. Excuse ne, Council will be at
ease.

(Counci| at ease.)

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-

Rl CHARDSON: Pl ease resune.

MR, JOHNSON:. My nane is
Jerrett Johnson. | represent
Transit Forward Phil adel phia and I'm
al so a Lead Transit Organi zer for
Fi scal Advocacy. |'mhere today to
support the universal student fares
brought on by Counci | nrenber Landau.
Every youth deserves a chance for
I ndependence to get to school,
extracurricular activities, jobs,
shopping, leisure activities, and so
on, as well as sone of those
opportunities and internships
W t hout cost barriers.

Young people in Philly
deserve the freedomof nobility and
access to opportunities that wll
help build their futures.

Unfortunately, the current SEPTA
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Student Fare Program does not go far
enough. Students who live less than
1.5 mles fromtheir school have --
who have jobs after school,
enrichment activities on the
weekends or prograns over the suburb
are unable to use the SEPTA passes
to reach them Not all students are
del i nquent that cause troubles or
junp to fare gates. Not all
students are -- nean to cause harm
There are young people in
this city that want to have a future
In striving society as well. Just
i ke students in New York City,
Seattl e, and Washi ngton, D.C.,
Philly deserves the freedomto nove
around the area wthout having to
depend on parents, famlies, and
others to get around or to get a
ride during school hours -- or after
school hours, | nmean. There are
parents and peers who may be

struggling financially as well.
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Peer studi es such as Washi ngt on,

D.C. and New York City have recently
gi ven their students nuch freedom of
mobility, so Philly should have the
sane opportunities.

By expanding the fares, it
wi Il give these students a chance to
open a | ot of doors for other -- and
have ot her options to have a great
future and to have sone breathing
room for parents and peers as well.
Thank you very nuch for your tine.

CH EF CLERK: WII Harry
G aham Evan Jarret, Mtthew
Sconbox, WII Tung, and Quinl an
Bur ke, please nake your way to the
podi um

M5. APT: Good norning. M
nanme i s Sarah Apt, and this is ny
15t h year teaching at O ney High
School. Eight of ny students are
here wwth ne so that they can be
part of the civic processes that

affect them |'mhere to speak
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about the inportance of providing
pat hways to apprenticeships for
young peopl e in Phil adel phia. Sone
young peopl e have tal ents and
passions so strong that just the
basi cs of school don't serve them
wel | .

|'"d like to tell the story
of a young person whose |ife was
changed by access to
pr e- apprenticeshi ps and
apprenticeships. Tatiana Johnson
did not |ove school. |In fact, our
principal told her that if she could
make it through her whol e senior
year w thout fighting, he would
shout her out at graduation. She
did and he did. Her first three
years had been | ess snooth. What
changed?

I n Cctober of her senior
year, she becane a pre-apprentice,
wth Rosie's Grls at | BEW

Suddenl y, Tatiana was noti vat ed.
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She had a goal, she had a reason to
come to school, to excel in her
cl asses, and to stay out of trouble
and distraction. Al in service of
her chosen career as an el ectrician.
Tatiana thrived at Rosie's Grls.
And after the program ended, she
continued as an intern at |BEW

She is now, including right
now t oday, hel ping a new cl ass of
Rosie's Grls to achieve their
dreans and is herself in the process
of applying to be an apprentice.
This was not a |lucky chance. For
young people like Tatiana to
succeed, we need an infrastructure.

| n February, 2023, Monica
Robi nson and | organi zed
Phi | adel phi a hi gh school's first
apprenticeship fair, at my school,
d ney H gh School. Young people
| earned that they had options for
hi gh paying interesting work with

unions and dignity. Monica and |
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expanded these fairs throughout the
city to reach thousands of young
peopl e in what we now call the Union
Experience Fairs.

After a young person hears
about an opportunity at one of these
fairs, then what? Do we hope that
they find their way there? No. W
support them by educating all of
their teachers about the
opportunities. W support them
t hrough pre- and post-fair
educati on.

At O ney, we support them
through a referral process that
hel ps young people in every grade to
come speak with ne and get
counsel i ng about their dreans and
options. W support them by
offering a trades major wth cl asses
for 10th, 11th, and 12th grade
students. W support themw th over
a dozen apprenticeship focused field

trips a year. This was the fourth
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year of our Union Experience Fairs
at A ney. Sone of --

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
Rl CHARDSON: Pl ease concl ude your
remar ks

M5. APT: Thank you. Sone
of our seniors greeted
apprenti ceship coordi nators by nane,
and Cece Chun, who as a senior had
| earned about the Urban Technol ogy
Project, cane back as a presenter --

SERGEANT- AT- ARMS: W nd up.

M5. APT: Thank you. W
woul d i ke to continue these
prograns. O ney stands to lose this
program anong others if the proposed
staff cuts to our school go three --
t hrough, we don't need fewer
resources all ocated, need nore.
Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
Rl CHARDSON: Pl ease concl ude your
remarks. | have to keep it fair for

everybody. Thank you.
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MR JENKINS: Madam Chair,
speakers, and guests, |'m David
Al exander Jenkins and | rise to the
resol ution as presented by Menber
Landau. Wen | think about
educati onal excellence and | think
about the standards set by the
students of Boys Latin and those of
A ney Hi gh School, or Fels Hi gh
School here in chanbers today, |
t hi nk about what it takes to be
raised up in a city like
Phi | adel phi a.

This greatest of cities,
this city of brotherly |ove and dare
| add sisterly affection. | think
about the word opportunity because
opportunity is where the foundation
upon which all success is founded.
But | am however rem nded at tine to
time again in Philadel phia that we
are far often participating either
i n the conpl acency or conpetency of

the building of inequity in the very
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infrastructure of this city,
creating an opportunity gap that
cannot be cl osed.

It is therefore that | cone
before you today to urge the
passages of this resolution as
presented: Exhibit A a |lowincone
student doesn't choose between
I nconveni ence and partici pation;

t hey choose between payi ng out of
pocket noney that they do not have
to participate in school activities
at all.

As it stands today, the
School District of Philadel phia
restricts students' fare cards and
students living nore than one mile
and a half fromschool, and it cuts
off fare cards entirely after
8:00 ppm A mle and a half. That,
| adi es and gentlenen, is a distance
bet ween Penn's Landi ng and 30th
Street Station to get to school in

sone instances by 7:30 in the
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nmorning. | nean, what could

possi bly happen to a 12-year-old at
a mle and a half on the bl ocks of
Phi | adel phia at 7:30 in the norning?
| nean, really, what could happen?
This is obscene,

Bel oved, | do not need to
hol l er, scream jock or jive in
crude and di stasteful displays of
power to relay that these students
cannot afford an Uber ride home from
a |late-night school activity with or
wi thout a dollar, a fact tax affixed
to their lives. | said what | said.

These cards are necessary.
These hearings are not a radical
ask; they are the mninum And we
owe it to our young people who are
trying against real odds to build a
future in this city. Philadel phia
al ready has the nechanismto work
wth the Cormonweal th and address
t hese i ssues. Phil adel phia

recogni zes the noral obligation we
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need now to support this resolution.

MR, GRAHAM  (Good
afternoon. For the record, ny nane
Is Harry G aham Jr., and this is ny
11t h year of teaching wel ding at
Benj am n Franklin H gh School .
Today, |'mhere to speak in support
of the National Apprenticeship Wek
resol uti on.

I"d li ke to thank Council
Presi dent Johnson for the
opportunity to address this body as
wel | as Counci | mnenber G | nore-
Ri chardson for her |eadership and
bringing this critical resolution
forward. As a career in technical
educati on teacher, ny
responsi bilities extend outside the
cl assroom

| serve as a |iaison
bet ween the academ c theory and the
practical talents that fuel our
city's econony. CTE is inportant

because it gives students a why

Page 139

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

behind their study. It converts
abstract principles into real world
appl i cations, guaranteeing that our
graduates not only are coll ege
ready, but al so career ready from
the start.

Today, | want to focus on
the power of a registered
apprenticeship prograns. In ny
experi ence teaching welding, |'ve
W t nessed how t hese prograns have
debt free road to the m ddl e cl ass.
For many of ny students, the nost
significant advantage of an
apprenticeship is to earn while you
| earn paradigm It elimnates the
financial constraints that often
prevent outstandi ng young peopl e
from pursui ng hi gher education or
speci al i zed training.

Wien | talk to students
about these options, | frequently
mention that the nost surprising

aspects of a registered
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apprenticeship is the anount of
mentorship. It is nore sinply than
ajob. It is an introduction to a
community of crafts people that care
about your success.

My one piece of advice to
any student choosing this road is to
approach it with curiosity and
tenacity. Technical abilities can
be | earned, but a thirst for
know edge i s what transform an
apprentice into a journeyman. For
nme, the influence of this work goes
beyond a theoretical; it is a
governnent, it is a generational.
One of ny fornmer wel ding students
from Ben Franklin H gh School now
teaches welding at A Philip
Randol ph Career and Techni cal Hi gh
School .

Seei ng the student nove
fromthe -- nove to the front of the
cl assroom beconm ng a col | eague and

a |leader in the School District of
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Phil adel phia is the ultimte

I ndi cation that these prograns worKk.
We are not sinply training welders;
we are training future | eaders.
Thank you.

SERCGEANT- AT- ARMS:  State
your nane for the record. You have
two mnutes, sir.

MR JARRETT: Okay. My
nanme is Evan Jarrett. |'mthe
buil ding trade instructor at Myfair
El ementary. |'m speaking froma
different lens. |'m speaking from
engagi ng the students earlier.

You' ve never seen 4th graders run to
a classroomexcited to learn a
trade.

And | al ways preach when
post ny everything that | post,
exposure and opportunity. W got to
expose the kids earlier to the
trades so they can have options
about know ng what they want do.

| magine if Harry Graham the
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instructor right there, he gets ny
students from4th grade and they
graduate 8th grade, and they know
they want to go into the trades.
It's going to help the unions. It's
going to inprove the quality of
life. Students are going to cone to
school ; crinme is going cone down
because they have a sense of purpose
and they feel like they can |ose
sonet hi ng.

| see it because | go to
these schools. |'mat Wagner, |'m
at all these other schools, and I
see the kids how engaged they are
when they cone to ny classroom And
Wagner, |I'monly there on Saturdays.
|"mgoing to say in closing, |ike I
said, I'"'mgoing to keep it short.
If -- we got to stop doi ng what we
al ways been doing. W got to try to
do sonething different. And if you
want to build taller buildings, you

got to build it -- dig a deeper
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foundation. Thank you.

MR, SCHANBACHER: Hell o.
My nane is Matthew Schanbacher. [|I'm
the Apprentice Coronary Training
Director for the Bricklayers Alied
Craftworkers Local 1. First,
woul d |i ke to thank Counci l
Presi dent Johnson for the
opportunity to speak and al so
Counci | menber G I nore-Ri chardson for
I ntroduci ng the National Apprentice
Resol uti on.

|"'ma proud graduate of
Local 1 Bricklayers Apprenticeship
Program | did and -- before that,
| went to WB. Saul Hi gh School,
where | also -- hey, there you go --
where | went through CTE program
And one of the nobst interesting
t hi ngs when | graduated or got into
nmy apprenticeship was how nmuch the
CTE program hel ped.

In ny CTE program |

| ear ned wel di ng and ot her things I
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was able to carry into the trade.
And the other thing that | | earned
t hrough ny apprenticeship was all
the opportunities that are afforded
to you once you graduate. There's
plenty of roles you can grow into.
You can becone a foreman, you can
becone a superintendent, project
manager, safety director, business
agent, instructor, you know, the
list goes on and on and on.

These are real careers for
people. And this year at our
apprenticeship program we're
graduati ng 38 apprentices. Now
they' re graduating with, |ike, a
fam |y sustaining wage and a
lifelong career. This is going to
change a life and be a career for
the rest of our lives.

Yeah, if | had one thing of
advi ce for an apprentice just
starting out would be -- is to be

self-notivated and to, you know,
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| ead by exanple. You know, we
al ways go by the rules. If you're
-- if you're early, you're on tine.
If you're late, you know, that's
unacceptable. If you're on tine,
you're late. So thanks a |ot.

MR TUNG Hello. Hello.
Good afternoon. M nane is WI I
Tung. |'m speaking in support of
Counci | menber Landau's resol ution
calling for hearings on SEPTA
Student Fares. |'ma volunteer with
5t h Square Advocacy. W' re a nmenber
of the Transit Forward Philly
Coalition. | live in Kingsessing in
Sout hwest Philly with ny wife and
12-year-ol d daughter.

| just want to bring up
that the -- on Monday this city
ki cked off -- it's a sumrer thing.
It's a lineup of summer programm ng
and opportunities for youth, like ny
daughter, and ny daughter will be a

part of this with her rec center
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sunmer canp. Her six-week sunmer
canp is wonderful and it's
affordable, and it costs us $325 for
the six weeks. Quess how nmuch the
SEPTA Fare will cost for us to get
her -- get her there? It's $348.
It's $30 nore than the actual sunmmer
canp itself.

So for thousands of
famlies, SEPTA is the difference
bet ween getting by and falling
behind. W at 5th Square advocacy
appl aud Counci | mrenber Landau for
| eading the fight to nake our city
nore affordabl e for Phil adel phi a
famlies and open up opportunities
for children,

We support the resol ution
for hearings on SEPTA Student Fares
and | ook forward to them And there
are thousands of kids with this
SEPTA Student Fare Card sitting
useless in their bag all summer, all

night, and all weekends. This is a
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policy choice, and it can be a
different one. Thank you so nuch.

MR. BURKE: Hello. M nane
-- hello. M nane is Quinlan Burke
and |'ma student at Tenple
University. |'mhere on behalf of
t he SEPTA Yout h Advi sory Council,
and the YC would like to extend its
t hanks t he Counci |l nenber Landau for
i ntroducing this resolution on
student fares here today.

Before noving to Philly for
school, | spent ny K-12 years
grow ng up in New York Cty, where
an iconic part of being a student
was our Student MetroCard Passes.
This programworks identically to
how Philly's currently does. Valid
only from5:30 a.mto 8:30 p.mon
weekdays. And | often find nyself
needing to ask ny parents for a few
bucks if | wanted to attend a | ate-
ni ght sports gane or go to a weekend

vol unteering event, and many of ny
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friends would just resort to fare
evasi on.

But a coupl e years ago, New
York City expanded the programto
all ow for rides on weekends and over
the summer. As ny |uck would have
it, the programwas inplenented
right after | graduated, but ny
brother was able to take -- is
currently taking advantage. And the
expanded passes serve not just as a
ride to school for him but as a
passport to extracurricul ar
activities, community events, and to
the city as a whol e.

That's why | can stand here
and confirm what many al ready
suspect, that expandi ng Student Fare
Prograns works. It has hel ped ny
famly and t housands of others back
at hone. And | know it wll help so
many famlies in this city that are
dealing with a cost of living crisis

that we're facing down this country
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by taking a small but neaningful, or
not so small as we previously saw,
meani ngf ul expense off their bal ance
sheet s.

It is inperative that we
nove forward quickly with these
hearings. And this summer, young
people will have nore opportunities
than ever to engage with an
i nternational community of young
fol ks, bond over a universal |evel
of sports. But how can we expect
themto get to Lenon H Il or Penn's
Landi ng or The Linc? How can our
students view transit as a reliable
met hod of travel when the card in
their pockets shuts off conpletely
over the summer? Students in Philly
deserve their own passport to their
own city. | hope the Council
seriously considers a hearing on the
proposal, and | thank you for your
tine.

CH EF CLERK: WI Il Jerrett
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Johnson, Quinlan Burke, John
McCaul ey, Jereny Blattstein, Steven
Bronskill, and Queen Judith Robi nson
make your way to the podi um

MR. MCCAULEY: Good
norni ng, everyone. M nane is John
Allante McCauley. I'mwth a
grassroots organi zation called Flip
Philly Red. W're here to offer you
sonet hing di fferent because you've
been voting for the mayor's office
for the past 70 years. 1In regard to
this resolution urging Congress to
provi de conprehensive fertility care
for IVF. This is a sensitive topic
that | don't treat lightly.

In ny journey to have a
stronger relationship with God, |I'm
wor ki ng not on -- working on not
conprom sing God's plans for ny
human desires. At what point do we
stop trying to play God? If we
believe life begins at conception,

then we can't treat enbryos I|ike
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it's builder bear. |VF creates
mul tiple enbryos and then discards
themor freezes themindefinitely.
In regards to this
resol ution, when did Denocr at
politicians start caring about
mlitary famlies? D d they care
about the mlitary famlies when
they forced themto get the COVID
shot or be discharged fromthe
mlitary? D d they care about
mlitary famlies when they
conprom sed their safety,
i npl ementing their DElI policies?
The NDAA is for national
def ense and war fighting; not broad
fertility coverage. Babies are
supposed to be a bl essing, but when
you're selecting eye color, hair
col or, and choosing the sex, tell
me, where is God involved in that?
Babies are not lab rats. W should
prioritize restorative reproductive

medi ci ne that treats underlying
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I ssues |i ke endonetriosis, hornone
problens, or lifestyle factors. All
of this is hypocrisy.

The Denocrat Party is the
reason for historic low birth rates,
pushi ng LBGTQ and abortion. Not hing
about their party is pro-famly.
They are truly the party of baby nom
culture. Single baby nons w th baby
showers with the budget of a rapper
in music video. John Allante
McCaul ey for PAGOP State Conmttee.
Stacey Garrity for Governor.

SERGEANT- AT- ARMS:  Thank
you.

MR BLATTSTEIN. Hell o.
Jereny Blattstein. Thank you,
Counci | man O Rour ke for your
guestions of the Phil adel phia
Sheriff's Ofice. Geatly
appreciated. But | think we really
need to understand what the tineline
| ooks |i ke because that was -- that

guestion was not answered, right?
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What does an ideal tineline |ook
i ke for the eviction process? And
then fund it fromthere.

But we're tal ki ng about the
Phi | adel phia Land Bank, and let's
rai se your hand here -- let's ask
sone questions. Do you know t hat
there are different rules in
different districts of what the | and
di sposition policy is for
Phi | adel phia Gty Council, right?
Each district nenber nakes their own
rules. That's not docunented
anywhere, that's not on the books
and it's confusing to everybody. So
if you want the process to get
stream ined, we need to put that in
public, right?

Counci I man -- Counci |
Presi dent Johnson says no side
yards. Counci | woman Gaut hi er says,
yeah, | support sone side yards here
and there. Councilwonman Lozada

doesn't support anything. And |ike
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we -- she has 30 homes on her desk
right now that she says is going to
spur gentrification, but instead she
supports other nonprofits for the
sane thing.

And let's have a
conversation about what it neans
when there's growh in the city of
Phi | adel phia. And we're talking
about generational wealth and
properties. Values go up; it's
pl ai n and si npl e.

But |uckily, we have policy
in place to help | ong-term hone
owners and seniors and | ow i ncone
people to freeze their taxes. Those
prograns work. But part of -- yeah,
Counci | man Thomas wants to talk
about funding the School District.
What funds the School District?
Property taxes. So let's not --
stop, stop, stop with this, oh, what
about the increases of val ues?

That's how you fund our School
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District. Plain and sinple.

And | ast but not | east,
we' re tal ki ng about SEPTA. Fund it
for the kids, right? The school
ki ds should be using it. 1t'Il help
us to docunent and track it. Ride
the RRde. Gow Philly to 2 MIly.
Thank you.

MR. BRONSKI LL: Good
afternoon. Thanks so nuch for
having ne. M nane is Steven
Bronskill. [I'mhere with Transit
Forward Phil adel phia, also the
Student Fare Coalition. |I'mhere in
support of Council nenber Landau's
resolution calling for hearings on
student fares. |1'mso grateful to
her | eadership and to many on the
Counci | here.

We heard from so nany
amazi ng young peopl e here today.
They deserve great schools. They
al so deserve the freedom of nobility

as you've heard from many fol ks.
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There are so many plots on novies
and TV shows about a young person
trying to get a set of car keys when
they turn 16.

There's a Fresh Prince
epi sode | saw recently about it.
But in Philly, we have sonet hing
even better. That's not how it
wor ked for ne or for many in Philly.
We have this Student Fare Card.

Unfortunately, though it
could go farther, it can work on the
weekends, over the summer, extended
hours. | saw this firsthand as a
yout h cycling coach. Watch out,
there is the future Lance Arnstrong
i n Philadel phia. They are nuch
stronger and faster than ne, but
they need to be able to get to where
their bikes are.

When we do a tournanment at
Hunti ng Park, when we have summer
progranm ng for them at Sedgl ey,

actually at Lenmon Hill. And that

Page 157

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

SEPTA fare is often the barrier
bet ween t hem and accessing a
meani ngf ul enri chnment opportunity
li ke so many of the prograns you
heard from t oday.

| al so think about the
30, 000 Pnhi | adel phia students who
don't get one of these at all.
W' re asking themto walk a mle and
a half. That is |like walking from
here to Cherry Street Pier, from
here to Gerard, fromhere to Tasker
or here to 30th Street. Those are
nice wal ks on a nice day, but in the
rain or the snow or the heat, we
thi nk they deserve the free nobility
to get to school and to get the
opportunities that will help themin
the future.

| appl aud the | eadershi p of
this Gty Council in fighting for
transit on so many fronts. | think
student fares are a piece of the

puzzle. It's howwe're going to win
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transit for all in everyone in
Pennsyl vania, that's how we're going
to build future ridership and build
a culture where we are all noving
together. These hearings are a
great opportunity to figure out how
we can nmake the nost of our limted
resources. | urge you to support

it, and I thank you so nmuch for your
time. Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: WII the
young gentl enen fromthe Boys Latin
School make your way to the podium
Robert L. Parker, Zachary Paris,

Ai den Marion, Lauren Meyers, Dyl an
Adki ns, Jerem ah Roach, Stephanie
Wel |'s, and Stephani e Adki ns.

SERGEANT- AT- ARMS:  You have
two mnutes. State your nane for
t he record.

M5. ROBI NSON:  Yes. (Good
afternoon. Queen Judith Robi nson
here regardi ng 260406, 407, and 408.

Land nmovenent in the 5th District,
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the 22nd Police District,
Gentrification Central, where nowis
being built a $40 mllion police
facility.

Ever ybody knows Queen
Judith is a steward of North
Phi |l adel phia. It's where | live,
born and bred, and | live there now.
|"'ma commttee person. |'ma real
estate professional for many, nmany
years. |'m grandnot her, okay?
Ri ght in the nei ghborhood, North
Philly.

So in the spirit of Cara
Bal dwi n, who encourage us to don't
change your address, address the
problem So for the past two years,
| have witten emails to ny Counci |l
person, Jeffrey Young, the head of
the police departnent, Captain
Goodson, at the tinme, who decided
not to enforce parking on the
si dewal ks. So | and novenent

I ncreases density, increases need
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for parking. W need to do
sonet hi ng about par ki ng.

So therefore, I'm
encouragi ng the nenbers, especially
you Council at-large fol ks who
represent ne too along with Jeffrey
Young, hel p himout, because
sonething is going on. Well, he
can't hear nme. He can't hear what
| " m saying. Black grandnother from
North Philly. GCkay? Wen | asked
over and over again to have this
enforced, it is already illegal.
What are we doi ng here?

So in that regard, | want
to tal k about the increase in
density when we have this |and
novenent that nost people don't even
know about. Being that | am who |
am | make sure | check on all
things going on. So |I'm asking for
| aw enforcenment, the nurder in
mayhem that's going on in the 22nd

District, on the 22nd street in
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gentrification central. Let's nip
these things in the bud. Let's be
proactive as we deal with increase
in density in Philadel phia. Thank
you.

SERCGEANT- AT- ARMS:  Thank
you.

CH EF CLERK: WIIl Sheila
E. Arnstrong, Sally Heck, Rashaun
Moore, Dina WIlians, Aisha Harris,
Charl es Friedman, Sinona Birch,
Madel i ne Jones, Di nee Mbley, Chris
W nk, Ogbonna Hagi ns, and Gener al
Mutti Aj anu Asabora, please nmake
your way to the podium

MR. PARKER  Good
af t ernoon, distingui shed
Counci | menbers and Madam Chair. |
stand to support the resolution for
the five Boys Latin students who
w Il be receiving their associates
degrees this Saturday before they
receive their high school diplonsas.

Yes.
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My nane is Robert Parker
and | have the pleasure of serving
as the principal of Boys Latin Hi gh
School. N neteen years ago, David
Hardy set out to address the issue
of bl ack and brown boys graduating
from hi gh school and going to
coll ege in the West Phil adel phia
ar ea.

| stand before you to say
that we've lived up to the m ssion
and vision of what David Hardy set
out to establish, which is sending
t he nost anmount of black and boys --
bl ack and brown boys in the State of
Pennsyl vania to col |l ege, even to
t oday.

Fast forward to 2022, our
current CEQ Dr. WIIliam Hayes, had
the bold vision to be able to create
a pat hway for black and brown boys
to be able to go to college to
receive their associate's degree

before they graduate from high
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school. That was nmet with
opposition. There was doubt, there
wer e questions. People wondering
can these boys actually conpete?
WIIl they be able to deal with the
academc rigor that they'll have to
face in college? WII they be able
to handl e the responsibility of
bei ng i ndependent and navi gati ng
t hensel ves on a col |l ege canpus?

Wll, I amglad to say that
| stand here now in 2026 sayi ng
t hose young bl ack and brown boys was
able to be able to defy the odds and
be able to show that they can handl e
the academ c rigor of what coll ege
courses need and what they were able
to face, because these five young
men wi Il now be graduating from CCP
on Sat ur day.

And so because of that,
t hey have now bl azed the trail for
not just their class, but the class

of 2027, the class of 2028, the
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class of 2029, and the nany cl asses
that wll come behind themto be
able to see that it is possible to
be able to go that pathway of being
able to get your associate's degree
before getting your diplom. And
this is why | ask that we celebrate
and recogni ze these five young nen
for their hard work and their
commi t nent .

MR MARI ON: Good
afternoon. M nane is Al den Marion.
|'"'ma senior at Boys Latin High
School of Phil adel phia. So the
question is: Wiy should we be
honored for receiving our
associ ate's degree before our high
school diploma? Wy wouldn't you
want to honor us? Should be the
real question when -- especially
educati on excellence in the black
communi ty and young bl ack nen.

At Boys Latin, a pledge

t hat we have to remenber --
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mesnerize, the first line is
Educati o ius genere ortum neum
est. That stands for education is
my birthright -- education is -- and
education is the birthright to all.
When teachers and staff care,
famlies care, we care. Students
al so care. Fromthat care teaches
us that not only support fromstaff
and teachers and famly nenbers is
comng into us, that we know that we
can acconplish getting our
associ ate's degree before our high
school diploma. Thank you.

SERGEANT- AT- ARMS:  Thank
you.

MR. ADKINS: Good
afternoon. M nane is Dyl an Adki ns.
|'"'ma senior at Boys Latin Charter
School. I'mcurrently in the mddle
col | ege program earni ng ny
associ ate's degree in liberal arts.
The reason why I'mup here today is

to celebrate the hard work, the
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determ nati on, and the courage to
adapt to a new environnent at CCP
that it took us. Another reason why
|"'mhere is to adapt -- is to
comrend us on the long life of
studying that we did as seniors.
Thank you.

SERGEANT- AT- ARMS:  Thank
you.

MR ROACH:. Howis it going
everybody? M nane is Jerem ah
Roach, senior quarterback at Boys
Latin Hi gh School, also in the
m ddl e col |l ege program | just want
to thank, you know, everybody in the
city that actually recogni zes us for
our hard work and dedi cation and
al so, you know, just earned our
associ ate's degree while in high
school. Yeah, | just want to thank
everybody.

SERGEANT- AT- ARMS:  Okay.
Thank you.

M5. HECHT: Hello. M nane
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is Sally Hecht, and I'm a
Sust ai nabl e Transportation Program
Coordi nator wth the C eaner
Council. W are Phil adel phia's
ol dest non-profit environnental
heal th organi zation. W advocate
for policy and infrastructure that
pronot es sust ai nabl e nodes of
transportation like transit, biking,
and wal king to inprove overall air
quality. Well-funded public transit
with high ridership is necessary to
nove towards greener and heal thier
comuni ti es.

Today, |'m here to urge
Cty Council to pull together the
key players and begin the necessary
work for a fully funded and expanded
Student Fare pass. The Student Fare
pass, as it stands, has been
extrenely successful in noving
students around the city to the
various schools they attend. This

has been wldly hel pful, but the
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pass is unable to be used during key
ti mes where school -aged youth can

t ake advantage of all that

Phi | adel phia has to offer.

In solidarity with
advocates for the expansion, we are
asking that the one-and-a-half-mle
limt be renoved, allow ng students
who |ive shorter distances to still
receive a pass. This would allow
themto take advantage of
extracurricular activities, after-
school progranms, jobs, and
I nternshi ps outside of their
nei ghbor hoods.

We are al so advocating for
the fare card to be extended to
weekends and t hrough the sumer. In
2023, it was reported that 29.5
percent of youth ages 16 to 19 were
enployed. That's alnost a third of
youths in the city. The cost of a
round trip is often nore than half

of their hourly wage per day, eating

Page 169

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

into their incone.

Sunmer canps and activities
for younger youth as well as career
training prograns for high school ers
are currently struggling for funding
and budget cuts. Using limted
funds to assist their students in
their efforts to nove across the
city has strained these prograns'
al ready tight budgets and cut back
on using that noney for other
I nportant budget lines |like tools,
gear, and professional workshops.

Assi sting young people in
nmovi ng freely throughout their city
Is beneficial to this city itself
and the people who live here. Wth
t he expanded Student Fare Card
students can take advant age of
I nt ernshi ps, prograns,
pre- apprenticeshi ps, and ot her
amazi ng opportunities they would not
be able to have access to. They can

visit cultural institutions,
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activate green spaces, and take part
in nature. Thank you.

M5. MOORE: H. M nane is
Terica More. This is ny son,
Rashaun Moore. He's a -- he attends
Lankenau. This is ny son, Rashaun
Moore. He attends Lankenau. He has
a left eye blindness and a 50
percent eye -- in the right eye
bl i ndness. Lankenau has been t hat
community for me. To teach ne how
to hel p educate ny son.

And pl ease, what ever
you-all do, do not close Lankenau.
When we mgrated fromFlorida in
"23, his mddle school left ne
hopel ess with how to teach him
Lankenau has provided that village
for me. Please keep Lankenau. So
now t hey taught ne howto text -- to
speak. He's been taught by Braille.
He has made strai ght A honor roll
every senester since he's been there

this past two years. They have
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brought out the best in him

Me being a young nother, |
was -- | was broken. So pl ease save
Lankenau. Lankenau has been ny
reason to stay here in Philly from
the Florida weather. Please
anybody, vote to save Lankenau,
pl ease.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
RI CHARDSON: Ma'am may you pl ease
restate your nane for the record for
t he stenographer.

M5. MOORE: Terica Moore.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
Rl CHARDSON: Thank you.

M5. MOORE: (o ahead,
speak.

MR MOORE: My nane is
Rashaun Moore, and the thing I |ike
about Lankenau is we get to do nath,
readi ng, and fraction in our
classroom and we cook. And what |
do downstairs, | clean up the

cafeteria basically every day
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because it's ny job and it's ny duty
todoit. So | search up this thing
call ed SEPTA, and that's why |I'm
cleaning up the cafeteria to work
for that conpany. And pl ease,
what ever you guys do, please keep
t he school open because | don't want
it to shut down. Thank you, please.

M5. MOORE: A future
engi neer, he says.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. The Chair
recogni zes Counci | nrenber Ant hony
Phil lips.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
H . Thank you, Chair. | just want
to take 20 seconds to say just for
the public who's listening, we in
the Gty Council have provided our
recomendati ons arduously to the
city of Philadel phia regarding the
School Board.

However, a | ot of people in

the public don't know that it's the
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School Board, which is another body
appointed that is making this
decision. If it was up to City
Counci |, Lankenau woul d not be on
that list. But we are going to keep
advocating it and fighting. Just
want to make sure fol ks know. Ckay,
perfect. OCh, yeah, they know All
right, perfect. Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-

Rl CHARDSON: Pl ease proceed.

M5. WLLIAMS: Hell o,
everyone. M nane is Dana WIIi ans,
and | cone here today on the request
of nmy son, who is a 14-year-old
freshman at Lankenau, which is the
first school where he felt safe.

Lankenau becane his hone
and we have been wel conmed and
enbraced. He is autistic and
exceedingly nentally gifted, and
w th that conbo cones an acute
awar eness of all of their faults and

also all of the particulars of
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everything around him This causes
anxiety, which is clinical and
debilitation and also |leads to his
sel f-deprecation at tinmes, which is
a very common effect for those who
share his disability.

Wth all that is going on
in the news, as a student, he just
sinply asked one question, if they
cl ose our school, who is going to
make sure that everyone in our
school is nentally okay? | cannot
give himthat peace of mnd, but as
an educator, | ask, wll there be
grief counselors? WIIl there be
grief counselors at night? Because
t oni ght when the School Board
deci des which children are sinply
not val uabl e enough to keep their
school s open, the social and
enotional effects wll be rapid as
di sabl ed people are once again
deval ued and di scri m nat ed.

When the deci sion gets
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made, as a nother, | instinctively
know that tonight there will be
not hers throughout the city of

Phi | adel phia who will have to
counsel their children as they cry
thensel ves to sleep. And tonorrow
there will be nothers who wll be
sitting exhausted and sleepless in a
hospital holding their child and
praying that they survive through
t he ni ght.

72 hours fromnow, there
will be parents forced to nake the
pai nful decision as to whether they
will send their child back to school
or to an in-treatnent center. |If
grief counsel ors are needed, because
closing a school is a death to the
future of a special needs child as
it may be their only avenue to a
healthy adult life. The disruption
to their educational process is
crimnal as it is contributing to

t he delinquency of mnors. Thank
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you very nmuch. Keep Lankenau open.

M5. HARRI S: (Good eveni ng,
menbers of the board. [I'mhere to
speak on behal f of ny daughter and
t he students of Lankenau. |
attended the School Board neeting
that they had with our school of
over 200 ot her concerned parents.

And what | was concerned
about was, | didn't see any plan for
the life skills class. They said
that the school was going to be
integrated wth Roxborough. It is
to ny understandi ng that Roxborough
does not have a life skills class.
So ny question is: Wat happens to
the children who have I EPs |ike ny
daughter, Lanaya, who has down
syndrone and is also legally blind
because she's al bi no?

She' s been going to
Lankenau for the last three years.
She |l eft from Overbrook Educati onal

Center with other students that
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she's been with for the last 10
years. They've built a famly and a
bond. Lanaya does not do well wth
transitions. So her leaving to a
new school with new people in a new
environnent wll be very detrinental
to her progress and wll cause her
to regress and digress in which she
has acconplished so far, as well as
t he ot her parent.

"' m concerned, is there
going to be any grief counseling for
these children who have been with
t hese sane students for over 10
years, and they are like a famly.
Her teacher has told ne how t hey
support each other, how they help
the teachers with each other because
of the relationship they' ve had for
the last 10 years.

So under the | andmark
Suprenme Court ruling in Endrew F.
versus Douglas County in 2017, the

court established that a child' s | EP
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must be reasonably calculated to
enable a child to nmake progress
appropriate in light of the child's
ci rcunst ances.

For ny daughter, this life
skill class isn't an extra; it is
the specific environnent that all ows
her to engage and progress.
Transferring her to a genetic
program where she cannot thrive,
it's a failure to neet the Endrew F.
standard. The law requires
nmeani ngful progress and just -- and
not just the de mnims or bare
m ni mum progress that she woul d
receive el sewhere. Failure to
provide free -- sorry. Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-

RI CHARDSON: Wait a mnute. | know
who you are, but please state your
nane, for the record.

M5. HARRIS: Aisha Harris.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-

RI CHARDSON: Thank you.

Page 179

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

M5. HARRI' S: Thank you.

MR HAG NS: Good norni ng,
everyone. M nane is QOgbonna
Hagins. [|'mthe President of the
Phi | adel phi a Reparations Coalition
for Anerican Freednen. On today's
final passage cal endar, you are
voting on Land Bank and property
di sposition ordi nances t hat
determ ne who gets access to | and
devel opnent and |l ong-term
opportunity in this city.

| ' ve had conversations with
Counci | menber Squilla and
Counci | mrenber N na Ahmad in regards
to the Ofice of Freednen Affairs.
And | seemto think that there are
people in here that are afraid to do
things specifically for the chattel
sl avery survivors. There are --
there are pieces of |egislation that
this body has passed specifically
dedicated to illegal inmgrants and

the tax paying citizens, the
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Ameri can Freednen don't have agency
wWithin this body, within this city
gover nnent .

And not only is it an equal
protection issue, but it's just not
fair. And so what |'ve been finding
out, and peopl e have been asking ne,
wel |, maybe the Anerican freednen
who are on this body are afraid to
of fend white people. This is what
they've told ne.

So I have to ask the
Anmerican freednmen on this body that,
like, let's say if | was a Jew sh
person and | was fighting for Jew sh
i ssues and this body was all Jew sh,
could you imagi ne this body going
against this Jew sh person about a
constitutional mandate? This is
what's happening with the Anerican
freedmen in this body. They've just
haven't even tal ked about the O fice
of Freednen Affairs. It's a

constitutionally federally nmandat ed
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office, the Freednen's Bureau Act.

So what's the hold up
Aneri can Freednen, Council nenbers?
Wiy are you afraid to stand up for
your own people? Ogbonna Hagi ns,
over and out.

MR, NWALI PENJA:  All right.
Good afternoon, again, | don't
(i ndiscernible) how to speak or say
anything, but |I'mfrom Lankenau. So
|"'ma life skill instructor. GCkay?
My nane is Henry Nwalipenja. All
right?

Li sten, Lankenau is a team
put in place, seriously put in
pl ace, people who care. W're
together wal king in the trench, |ike
we see that people like this, they
have a future. Wen we | ook at
them we don't |ook at themlike
there's a problem Okay? They're
real. They need real instructor,
real things that they can put their

hands on, and they can | earn fast
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and they can understand fast.

So Lankenau has built a
team that can take care of people
like this. Wen you shift this
team guess what? They'll be
m spl aced. | know there are many
teachers all around the world, but
teachers are different. There can
be different abilities and skills.

| f you do this, you wll
shift everything. One exanple, for
exanple, | love sports. You guys
know about sports. \What happened
when you devel op a team and you
change one player or two players,
what happens? The team depl et es.
You got to be careful how you make
changes in life.

So thank you all for your
time. Thank you all for your
devotion. But | know and |
understand that we going to nmake the
right decision not to close the

Lankenau. But to start to really
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take tinme, evaluate our lives, and
bring better attention to this
world. We can do these people.
Yes, we can do this. Love you all.
Have a great day.

M5. JOHNS: Hello. M nane
I's Madel i ne Johns, and | am here
with Transit Forward Phil adel phia in
support of Council nenber Landau's
resolution to expand the current
SEPTA Student Fare Program

Being a Bryn Mawr Col | ege
student, | utilize public
transportation to advance nysel f
academ cally and professionally. |
travel around the city to attend
class field trips, |ectures at other
uni versities, and for soci al
activities. | enjoy being a college
student in Philadelphia, a city that
isrichinits history and community
opportunities for students.

To access Phil adel phia as a

university student, | utilize

Page 184

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

SEPTA' s Uni versity Pass program
which allows ne to travel around the
city for free wwth up to 240
unrestricted rides per nonth on all
nodes of SEPTA public
transportation. School students in
grade 7 through 12 shoul d have the
sane access to nobility as
uni versity students in Phil adel phia
do.

As an intern wwth Transit
Forward Phil adel phia, | have been
wor ki ng to research, connect
st akehol ders, and advocate for
Uni versal Student Fares to nake
public transit nore accessi bl e and
equitable for all Phil adel phia
students. The current SEPTA Student
Fare Programlimts student nobility
and places financial burden on
students' famlies to transport
their children to opportunities
around Phi | adel phi a.

M ddl e and hi gh school
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students in Philly deserve the
freedom of nobility and access to
opportunities that will help build
their futures.

Unfortunately, the current
SEPTA Student Fare Prograns does not
go far enough. Students who have
live less than 1.5 mles fromtheir
school and who have jobs -- who have
j obs after school, enrichnment
activities on the weekend or
prograns over the summer are unabl e
to use their SEPTA passes to reach
them |'ve spoken to students who
are not even eligible for the
Student Fare Program because they
live 1.4 mles fromtheir school.
Thi nk about having to walk a 1.4
mle -- 1.4 mles to school during
Phi | adel phia winter. This pass is
not supporting student nobility or
academ c success.

| "' m aski ng you to consi der

supporti ng expandi ng the current
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SEPTA Student Fare Programin

Phi | adel phia so that m ddl e and hi gh
school students can utilize nobility
to access grow h and experience
opportunities around their city.
Thank you for your tine.

SERGEANT- AT- ARMS:  Thank
you.

M5. BIRCH Hello. M nane
Is Sinmona Birch. |'mthe daughter
of Herbert Drum Birch. To ne, he
was ny father, but to the
nei ghbor hood, he was a hero. Collom
Street is located in the Brickyard
section -- the Brickyard section of
Germantown. Brickyard is where ny
dad grew up.

He went frombeing a kid to
growing to the Marine Corps and
becom ng a jet engi ne nechanic, then
|l eaving the mlitary and becom ng a
regi stered nurse. Not only did he
serve our country as a Vietnam

veteran, he also cared for his
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community. When he joined his biker
cl ub, his name was Brickyard.

That's how proud he was of his
communi ty.

My dad sat in neetings and
at tables to make sure that his
community was fed and had jobs. He
al so made sure that he personally
shopped for toys and bi kes for the
children to have Christmas as well.

The day ny father passed,
the community was supposed to honor
and recogni ze ny dad for all of his
contributions in the community, and
that didn't go quite as planned,
bei ng as though he was no | onger
here. Wen ny dad first passed,
that bl ock was the only confort for
sonme, and it's alnost as if his
presence is the -- his presence is
still felt there.

| " m aski ng that the
renam ng of Collom Street and

Wakefield be granted in order to
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give ny dad, Herbert Birch Drum as
the comunity and nei ghbor hood
called him the honor and respect
that he deserves for all that he has
done for the community. Thank you.

SERGEANT- AT- ARMS:  Thank
you.

CH EF CLERK: Charles
Freeman and General Miutti A anmu
Asabur u.

MR. ASABURU:. Hotep
atarhuru. |'m General Mitti.
Ceneral is ny title and Mutti Aj anu
Asaburu is ny nanme. Initially, |
cane here to tal k about -- to object
toabill -- no specific bill, but
because it was dealing with
| anguage. And | al ways have
obj ections to the | anguage, because
t he average Jane and John Q
Public, if you read the -- if they
read the bill, they wouldn't even
know what you were tal king about.

So that's sonething you all need to
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wor k on.

This is for all Gty
Council. This is for everybody in
this room |It's for everybody who
can see this, hear it. This is
real |y about governing; you can take
what | have to say. |If you don't
find it has any value, you throw it
in the trash, or you can apply it to
your life. This is for those who
have ears to hear and eyes to see
and a heart to discern the
di fference between the two.

Just reading the room one
of the things | see, a |ot of folks
come up on this mc and they're
angry, they're hurt, they're
traumatized. And the reality is
that many of the agencies and
organi zations and entities in this
city have traunmati zed them have
wounded them and they're | ooking
for redress. They're | ooking for

confort, they're | ooking for
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solutions to their problens. And
many tines, they turn to Cty
Council, they turn to the Mayor's
office, and they turn to all these
ot her agencies who can bring them
relief and they get none. So
they're | ooking for an outlet.

So when they cone here,
t hey speak and sonetines, you know,
t hey trauma-dunp and they accuse
peopl e of things falsely sonetines
and sonetines justifiably. But it
-- things -- it becones a vicious
cycle. And |I'm saying that when you
all govern, you-all should be
m ndful of that. That, you know,
when sonebody has sonething to say,
you should listen. And that's why |
encourage all of you who sit here
and |listen, | encourage that to all
Counci | menbers. Because it matters
to what other people have to say.
Thank you for your tine.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Stated Meeting

Thank you.

MR, FREEMAN. Yes. My nane
Is Charles Freeman, and | was going
to tal k about sonething that we all
know about. So -- but it's alittle
di sheartening to ne today that we --
we' re begging for noney for schools,
and we got the best school systemin
Anrerica. And it seens like it's not
all owed to be better than parochi al
or private school. It has to renmain
at the bottomrung of education, and
| just can't believe.

| -- I'mlistening to all
t hese resources today, and these
good prograns and saving |lives, and
we're sitting up there begging for
nore noney when we got the system
The systemis here. It is supposed
to be for human beings. | nean,
i ke, what are we doi ng?

And you're trying to get
the kids on the bus for free and you

got the other people getting on
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Stated Meeting

every day for free, but you -- but
you don't want to pass it for the
children to get -- to get to the
prograns. This is a no brainer to
me and this -- it is hitting nme hard
and we shouldn't be here. W should
be cel ebrating 250 years of
Phi | adel phia America, but we're
sitting up here asking for nore
money, and | know next year we're
going to ask for nore noney because
there's another plan in the works
al r eady.

It seens |ike noney is
Phi | adel phia now. And, yeah, | hope
you all have a good day and |I'm
going to pray for everybody, and |I'm
done.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT  JOHNSON:
Thank you, sir.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |
President, this -- sorry. This
conpl etes our listing for public

coment for today.
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Stated Meeting

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch. Let's rock and
roll. Bills -- we will now consi der
the bills and resolutions on the
second readi ng and final passage
cal endar.

Chief Cerk, please read
the title Resolution No. 260 --
wait, excuse ne for a second. The
Chair recogni zes Counci | menber Bri an
ONeill.

COUNCI LMEMBER O NEI LL
Thank you, M. President. | have to
be excused fromthe rest of the
Counci |l session for Council related
busi ness and ask to be voted aye on
all bills and resolutions. Thank
you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT  JOHNSON:
Leave is granted, sir. Thank you
very nuch.

Chief Cerk, please read
the title of Resolution No. 260398.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
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Stated Meeting

aut hori zing the Comm ssi oner of
Public Property to execute and
deliver to the Redevel opnent
Aut hority deeds conveying fee sinple
title to 1425 South Paxton Street in
the 3rd Councilmanic District of the
city of Philadel phia, and further
aut hori zing the Phil adel phi a
Redevel opnent Authority to transfer
to the Phil adel phia Land Bank fee
sinple title to such properties,
pursuant to Section 16-405 of the
Phi | adel phi a Code.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci |l nenber
Jam e Gauthier for a notion
regardi ng Resol ution No. 260398.
COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER
Thank you, Council President. |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.
COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Second.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and properly
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Stated Meeting

seconded that the Resol ution No.
260398 be adopted. Al those in
favor of the notion wll signify by
sayi ng aye .

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Anyone opposed? The ayes have it.
The notion carries; the resolution
I s adopt ed.

Chief Cerk, please read
the title of the Resol ution No.
260399.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
aut hori zing the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 5123, 5125, 5127
and 5129 Baltinore Avenue, |ocated
in the 3rd Councilmanic District in
accordance wth the ternms of Chapter
16- 700 of the Phil adel phi a Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Chair recogni zes Counci |l mrenber Jam e
Gauthier for a notion regarding
Resol uti on No. 260399.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER
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Stated Meeting

Thank you, Council President. |
nmove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

FEMALE VO CE: Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the Resol ution No.
260399 be adopted. Al those in
favor of the notion wll signify by
saying aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Anyone opposed? The ayes have it.
The notion carries; the resolution
I s adopt ed.

WIl the clerk please read
the title Resolution No. 260400.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
aut hori zing the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 5103 Chester
Avenue, |ocated in the 3rd
Councilmanic District, in accordance
with the terns of Chapter 16-700 of
t he Phil adel phi a Code.
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Stated Meeting

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Chair recogni zes Counci |l renber Jam e
Gaut hier for a notion regarding
Resol uti on No. 260400.

COUNCI LMEMBER AUTHI ER:
Thank you, Council President. |
move for the adoption of the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the Resol ution No.
260400 be adopted. Al those in
favor of the notion wll signify by
sayi ng aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Anyone opposed? The ayes have it.
The notion carries; the resolution
I s adopt ed.

Chi ef clerk, please read
the title Resolution No. 260401.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution

urging the United States Congress

Page 198

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

and the Trunp adm nistration to
provi de conprehensive fertility care
including In vitro Fertilization,
| VF, under TRI CARE and the Nati onal
Def ense Aut hori zation Act, NDAA.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci |l menber
Jam e Gauthier for a notion
regardi ng Resol ution No. 260401.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER
Thank you, Council President. |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT  JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the Resol ution No.
260401 be adopted. All those in
favor the notion wll signify by
sayi ng aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it.

The nption carries; the resol ution
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Stated Meeting

I s adopt ed.
Wul d the clerk please read
the title of Resolution No. 260402.
CH EF CLERK: A resolution
aut hori zing the Conmm ssioner of
Public Property to execute and
deliver to the Phil adel phi a
Redevel opnent Aut hority deeds
conveying fee sinple title to 214
Hermt Street in the 4th
Councilmanic District in the city of
Phi | adel phia and further authorizing
t he Phil adel phi a Redevel opnent
Authority to transfer to the
Phi | adel phi a Land Bank fee sinple
title to such properties, pursuant
to Section 16-405 of the
Phi | adel phi a Code.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT  JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci |l nenber
Jones for a notion regarding
Resol uti on No. 2602 -- 260402.
COUNCI LMEMBER JONES:

M. President, | nove for the
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Stated Meeting

adopti on.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the Resol ution No.
260402 be adopted. All those in
favor of the notion wll signify by
sayi ng aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Anyone opposed? The ayes have it.
The notion carries; the resolution
I s adopt ed.

WIIl the clerk please with
the title of Resolution No. 260403.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
confirmng the appoi ntnent of the
Honor abl e 1dee C. Fox as a nenber of
the Board of Ethics to serve in the
term endi ng Novenber 16th, 2030.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Chair recogni zes Counci | renber Rue
Landau for a notion regarding

Resol uti on No. 260403.
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Stated Meeting

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU: |
nmove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed; 260403. All those in favor
of motion wll signify by saying
aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Anyone opposed? The ayes have it.
The notion carries; the resolution
I s adopt ed.

WIl the clerk please read
the title of Resolution No. 260406.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
aut hori zing the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 3001 and 3003
North 10th Street located in the 5th
Councilmanic District in accordance
with the terns of Chapter 16-700 of
t he Phil adel phi a Code.
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Stated Meeting

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Chair recogni zes Counci | renber Young
for a notion regardi ng Resol ution
No. 260406.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President. | nove for its
adopti on.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded. The Resol ution No. 260406
be adopted. All those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying

aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Anyone opposed? The ayes have it.
The notion carries; the resolutions
I s adopt ed.

WIlIl the clerk please read
the title of Resolution No. 260407.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
aut hori zing the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 1800, 1818, 1862
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Stated Meeting

North 23rd Street; 1802, 1806, 1808,
1810, 1820, 1828, 1845, 1848, 1852
North 24th Street; 1801, 1813, 1837,
1855, 1868 North Bucknell Street;
1800, 1814, 1858 Judson Street;
2318, 2326, 2330, 2332, 2334, 2336
West Mont gonery Avenue | ocated in
the 5th Councilmanic District in
accordance with the terns of Chapter
16- 700 of the Phil adel phi a Code.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Jeffrey J. Young for a notion
regardi ng Resol uti on No. 260407.
COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG: |
nmove for its adoption.
COUNCI LMEMBER:  Second.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the Resol ution No.
260407 be adopted. Al those in
favor of the notion wll signify by
sayi ng aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.
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Stated Meeting

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Anyone opposed? The ayes have it.
The notion carries; the resolution
I s adopt ed.

WIlIl the clerk please read
the title of Resolution No. 260408.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
aut hori zing the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 1707 Ri dge Avenue
| ocated in the 5th Council manic
District in accordance with the
terns of Chapter 16-700 of the
Phi | adel phi a Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Jeffrey J. Young for a notion
regardi ng Resol ution No. 260408.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG: |
nmove for its adoption.

COUNCI LMEMBER:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the Resol ution No.

260408 be adopted. Al those in
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Stated Meeting

favor of the notion wll signify by
sayi ng aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Anyone opposed? The ayes have it.
The notion carries; the resolution
I s adopt ed.

WIlIl the clerk please read
the title of resolution -- of Bill
No. 250807.

CH EF CLERK: That's being
hel d.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It's being held? Ckay.

WIlIl the clerk please read
the title of Bill No. 260213.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
to anend Bill No. 250198, approved
June 13th, 2025, entitled An
Ordi nance to Adopt a Capital Program
for the six Fiscal Years 2026
t hr ough '32 inclusive, by
revising various appropriation

anounts and totals, all under
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Stated Meeting
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certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill having been read on two
di fferent days, the question nowis,
shall the bill pass? Finally, Chief
Clerk, please call the roll.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
Phil lips.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
G | nor e- Ri char dson.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
RI CHARDSON:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LMEMBER AUTHI ER:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Thomas.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
Jones.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES:  Aye.
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CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
Landau.
COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
Lozada.
COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Young.
COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Br ooks.
COUNCI LMEMBER BROCKS: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
Harrity.
COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY:
Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
O Rour ke.
COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE
Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
Driscol | .
COUNCI LMEMBER DRI SCOLL:
Aye.
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CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
O Neill was aye. Council nmenber
Squi | | a.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:

Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
Bass.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:. Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
Ahmad.

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: And Counci |
Presi dent Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Aye. The ayes are 17 and nays are
zero. Myjority of all nenbers
having voted in the affirmative, the
bill passes.

WIIl the clerk please read
the title of Bill No. 260214.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
to anend Bill No. 250197 approved
June 13th, 2025, entitled an
Ordi nance to adopt a fiscal 2026
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Stated Meeting

capital budget by revising various
appropriation anounts and totals,
all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill having been read on two
di fferent days, the question now is,
shall the bill pass finally? Chief
Clerk, please call the roll.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Phillips.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
G | nor e- Ri char dson.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
RI CHARDSON:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LMEMBER AUTHI ER:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
Thomas.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:  Aye.
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CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
Jones.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
Landau.

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Lozada.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Young.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG.  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
Br ooks.

COUNCI LMEMBER BROCKS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
Harrity.

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE
Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
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Driscol | .

COUNCI LMEMBER DRI SCOLL:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
O Neill was aye. Council nenber
Squi |l | a.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
Bass.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:. Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
Ahmad.

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
-- Council President Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Aye. The ayes are 17 and nays are
zero. Myjority of all nenbers
having voted in the affirmative, the
bill passes.

WIlIl the clerk please with
the title of Bill No. 260215-A

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
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aut hori zing transfers and
appropriations for fiscal year 2026
from the General Fund, the Water
Fund, the Transportation Fund, and
the Grants Revenue Fund, all from
certain or all city offices,
departnents, boards and conm ssi ons;
to the General Fund, the Water Fund,
the Special Gasoline Tax Fund, the
Grants Revenue Fund, the Aviation
Fund, and the Transportation Fund,
all tocity -- all to certain or all
city offices, departnents, boards,
and conm ssi ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill having been read on two
di fferent days, the question now is,
shall the bill pass finally? Chief
Clerk, please call the roll.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
Phil lips.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
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G | nor e- Ri char dson.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
RI CHARDSON:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
Thonas.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Jones.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES: Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
Landau.

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
Lozada.

COUNCI LMEMBER LQZADA:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
Young.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG.  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
Br ooks.
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Stated Meeting
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COUNCI LMEMBER BROCKS: Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Harrity.

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Driscol | .

COUNCI LMEMBER DRI SCOLL:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nenber
O Neill was aye. Council nenber
Squi | | a.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Bass.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:. Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Ahmad.

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD:  Aye.
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Stated Meeting

CH EF CLERK: Counci |
Presi dent Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Aye. The ayes are 17 and nays are
zero. Myjority of all nenbers
havi ng voted the affirmative, the
bill passes.

W will now have the
consi deration of privil eged
resolutions. Chief Oerk, please
read any additional resolutions on
t oday' s cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution honoring and recogni zi ng
out standi ng educators in the 9th
Councilmanic District for their
| eader shi p, nentorship, and
unwavering commtnent to shaping the
lives of young peopl e and
strengt heni ng school communities
t hrough education, service, and
opportunity, introduced by
Counci | menber Philli ps.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT  JOHNSON:

Page 216

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Dr. Anthony Phillips for a notion on
t he resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Council President
Johnson. | nove for the -- for
adoption -- for the adoption of the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopted. Al those in favor signify
by saying aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Anyone opposed? The ayes have it,
and the resolution is adopted.

Chief Cerk, please read
the title of the next resolution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on honoring and recogni zi ng
the St. Raynond of Penna Fort Boys

basketball teamfor w nning the 2026
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Stated Meeting

Regi on 58 Chanpi onshi p, the 2026
Archdi ocese of Phil adel phia Varsity
Boys Basket bal | Chanpi onshi p, and
t he 2026 Pennsyl vania CYO State
Chanmpi onshi p and cel ebrating a
hi storic season that brought pride
and distinction to the Gak Lane
comruni ty, introduced by
Counci | menber Philli ps.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Dr. Anthony Phillips for a notion on
t he resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Council President. |
would like to withdraw this
resolution for a technical error.
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT  JOHNSON:
Council will be at ease.

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
|s there a second?

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
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Stated Meeting

Yes.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

My nane is Dr. Anthony Phillips,

and | would |like to nmake a notion to
wi t hdraw the resolution. No, you
have to officially --

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
Yeah, I'mdoing it now Thank you,
Council President. | would like to
make a nove to withdraw this
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Al'l those in favor signify by saying

aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Anyone opposed? The notion is
approved, and the resolution is
officially w thdrawn.

Chief Cerk, please read
the title of the next resolution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged

resol ution recognizing April 26th
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Stated Meeting

t hrough May 2nd, 2026 as Nati onal
Apprenticeship Week in the city of
Phi | adel phi a, introduced by
Counci | menber G | nore-Ri chardson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Kat herine G | nore-Richardson for a
notion on the resolution.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you, Counci l
President. | nove for the adoption
of the resolution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopted. Al those in favor signify
by saying aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT  JOHNSON:
Anyone opposed? The ayes have it,
and the resolution is adopted.

Chief Cerk, please read
the title of the next resolution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
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Stated Meeting

resol ution recogni zing May 7th, 2026
as Al exander Graham Bell, an AT&T
day in the city of Phil adel phia on
t he occasion of the 150th
anni versary of the first successful
phone call and the ultimte foundi ng
of AT&T as well as the first broad
public denonstration of the
t el ephone | ater that year at the
Centennial Wrld's Fair inthe city
of Phil adel phia, introduced by
Counci | menber G | nore-Ri chardson.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Kat herine G | nore-Richardson for a
notion on the resol ution.
COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,
M. President. | nove for the
adoption of the resolution.
COUNCI LMEMBER:  Second.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly

seconded that the resolution be
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Stated Meeting

adopted. Al those in favor signify
by saying aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Anyone opposed? The ayes have it,
and resolution i s adopt ed.

Chief Cerk, please read
the title of the next resolution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on honoring and recogni zi ng
Jerem ah Roach, Dyl an Adkins, A den
Marion, Khalif Barakat-Cooper, and
Mar qui se Floyd-Reid for their
out st andi ng academ c achi evenent in
earni ng associ ate degrees prior to
graduating from hi gh school and
further recogni zing Boys Latin of
Phi | adel phia Charter School
Princi pal Robert L. Parker I11.,
CEO Dr. WIIliam Hayes, and Zachary
Paris, director of Early College and
Career Programm ng for their
| eadership and commtnent to student

success, introduced by Council nenber
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Stated Meeting

Gaut hi er.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Chair recogni zes the Council nenber
Jam e Gauthier for notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER AUTHI ER:
Thank you, Council President. |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved of properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopted. Al those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Anyone opposed? The ayes have it;
the resolution is adopted.

Menber Brooks, | see your
light is on. Wuld you |like to be
acknow edged?

COUNCI LMEMBER BROOKS: |

just want to vote aye on all the
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Stated Meeting

bills and resolutions that | was out
of the chanbers for.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Shall be duly recorded. Council,
| sai ah Thomas?

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:
Thank you Council President. | too
woul d like to vote aye on all
resolutions of bills that I may have
m ssed. Thank you, Counci |
Presi dent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You're welcone. |t shall be duly
recor ded.

Chief Cerk, please read
the title of the next resolution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution recogni zing May as Misic
Month in the city of Philadel phia
and celebrating the city's
dedication to the arts, its | egacy
of produci ng worl d-cl ass nusi ci ans
across genres and its powerful

econom c i npact generating billions
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Stated Meeting

I n revenue, jobs, tourism and | ocal
busi ness growt h, introduced by
Counci | menber Thonas.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
| sai ah Thomas for notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:
Thank you, Council President. Thank
you, coll eagues, and in honor of
Phi | adel phia being called the
original Music Cty, as we celebrate
the 250t h birthday of the country,
not only is Phil adel phia the
birthpl ace, we're the best place,
and in that spirit, | nove for the
adoption of the resolution.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT  JOHNSON:
Second. It has been noved and
ent husi astically seconded that the
resol ution be adopted. Al those in
favor signify by saying aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

Page 225

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Anyone opposed? The ayes have it,
and the resolution is adopted.

Chi ef Cerk, please read
the title of the next resolution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution authorizing the Commttee
of the Whole to hold public hearings
to assess the potenti al
establ i shnment of an i ndependent
fiscal oversight agency to perform
I ndependent fiscal audits of the
School District of Philadel phia's
annual budget, introduced by
Counci | menber Jones.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Curtis Jones for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES:  Thank
you, M. President and col | eagues.
| nove for its adoption.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Stated Meeting

It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopted. All those in favor signify
by saying aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Anyone opposed? The ayes have it,
and the resolution is adopted.

Chief Cerk, please read
the title of the next resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
A privileged resolution authorizing
the Commttee on Transportation and
Public Uilities to hold hearings
exam ning the status of transit,
nmobi lity, and access for
Phi | adel phia's students and the
expansi on of SEPTA -- of the SEPTA
Student Fare program introduced by
Counci | menber Landau.

Counci | President LANDAU:
Chair recogni zes Council Rue Landau
for a notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU:
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Stated Meeting

Thank you, Council President. |
move for its adoption.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopted. Al those in favor signify
by saying aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Anyone opposed? The ayes of have
it, and the resolution is adopted.

Chief Cerk, please read
the title of the next resolution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution honoring and recogni zi ng
i felong Phil adel phi an and Centr al
Hi gh School and Tenple University
alumWI11l Yip, as the first Asian
Ameri can producer and second
Phi | adel phian to win the 2026 G amy
Award for Best Rock Al bum and for
hi s out standi ng work as an audi o

engi neer and record producer in the
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Stated Meeting

city of Phil adel phia, introduced by
Counci | menber Landau.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Chair recogni zes Counci | nrenber Rue
Landau for a notion on the
resol ution.
COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU. |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.
COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Second.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopted. All those in favor of
signify by saying aye.
COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Anyone opposed? The ayes have it,
and the resolution is adopted.
Chief Cerk, please read
the title of the next resol ution.
CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution recogni zi ng,

congratul ati ng, and honoring
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Stated Meeting

Community Legal Services on its 60th

anni versary, introduced by

Counci | renber Landau.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Chair recogni zes Counci |l mrenber Rue

Landau for a notion on her

resol uti on.

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU:

Thank you, Council President. |

nmove for the adoption of the

resol uti on.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Second.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and properly

seconded that the resolution wll be

adopt ed.

All those in favor of the

notion wll signify by saying aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Anyone opposed? The ayes have it,

and the resolution is adopted.

Chief Cerk, please read

the title of the next resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
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Stated Meeting

resol ution recogni zing May 4th
t hrough the 8th, 2026 as Philly Tech
Week in the city of Philadel phia and
cel ebrating the vibrant and thriving
tech ecosystem in Phil adel phi a,
i ntroduced by Counci |l nenber Landau.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci |l nenber
Rue Landau for a notion on the
resol ution.
COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU.
Thank you, Council President. |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.
COUNCI LMEMBER:  Second.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopted. Al those in favor of
signify by saying aye.
COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Anyone opposed? The ayes have it,

and the resolution is adopted.
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Stated Meeting

Chi ef Cerk, please read
the title of the next resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on recogni zi ng and
cel ebrating the 100t h anniversary of
Russell H Conwell M ddl e Magnet
School, introduced by Council menber
Lozada.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Chai r recogni zes Counci | menber
Quetcy Lozada for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA:
Thank you, Council President.
Together with ny col | eague,
Counci | menber Thomas, we nove for
t he adoption of the resolution.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT  JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution will be
adopted. Al those in favor signify
by saying aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.
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Stated Meeting

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Anyone opposed? The ayes have it,
and the resolution is adopted.

Chi ef Cerk, please read
the title of the next resolution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution honoring the Asian
Aneri can Business Alliance of
G eater Phil adel phia for hosting the
2026 Asian Anerican and Pacific
| sl ander Heritage Month Gala, in
cel ebration of AAPI heritage and the
250t h anni versary of Anerican
| ndependence, introduced by
Counci | menber Harrity.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci |l nenber
JimHarrity for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY: |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and properly
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Stated Meeting

seconded that the resolution be
adopted. Al those in favor signify
by saying aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Anyone opposed? The ayes have it,
and the resolution is adopted.

Chief Cerk, please read
the title of the next resolution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution recognizing April 30th,
2026 as National Adopt a Shelter Pet
Day in the city of Phil adel phia,
honoring the vital work of | ocal
ani mal shelters and encouragi ng
residents to adopt, volunteer, and
support animal welfare efforts
t hr oughout the year, introduced by
Counci | menber Bass.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci |l menber
C ndy Bass for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank
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Stated Meeting

you, M. President. | nove for the
adoption of the resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded. The resolution wll be
adopted. Al those in favor,
signify by saying aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Anyone opposed? The ayes have it,
and the resolution is adopted.

Chief Cerk, please read
the title of the next resolution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution honoring Dr. Charlotte
Brown, Rachel Hanible, Tijania Tee
Goodw n, Dr. Jasnmyn Wight, and
Mecca Robi nson during Nati onal
Vol unteer Month, for their
extraordi nary service, |eadership,
and enduring contributions to the
city of Philadel phia, introduced by
Counci | menber Ahmad.
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Stated Meeting

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Chai r recogni zes Counci | menber
Dr. Nina Ahmad for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER AHMAD:  Thank
you, Council President. | nove for
t he adoption of the resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resol ution be
adopted. Al those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Anyone opposed? The ayes have it,
and the resolution is adopted.

Chief Cerk, please read
the title of the next resolution.

CH EF CLERK: There are no
further resolutions in ny
possessi on, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch. Any speeches

on behalf of the Mnority? The
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Stated Meeting

Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Kendr a Brooks.
COUNCI LMEMBER BROCKS:
Thank you, Council President.
Today, | co-introduced a resolution
honori ng Grammy Awar d- W nni ng
producer WIIl Yip wth Council nmenber
Landau. WIIl is a Philly native,
and his production talents have
I ncl uded sone of the nost fanous
| ocally grown Rock bands in
Phi | adel phia. He has crafted a
sound that is recogni zable to the
al ternative nmusic scene and produced
records that wll becone tineless
classics. M Senior Advisor, Eric,
has told ne all about them |I'm
excited to be honoring WII today
and to congratulate himfor today's
recognition and all of his success.
This norning, | was at Paul
Robeson H gh School, along with 10
of my Council coll eagues, a huge

crowd of students, and parents, and
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communi ty nenbers. And we stood
outside that building with a clear
nmessage for the School Board: do
not vote on a facilities plan at

t oday' s neeting.

What we have seen over the
past few weeks is that this board,
whi ch is appointed by the Mayor, is
not responsive to City Council and
not accountable to our conmuniti es.

In 2017, when | served as
the co-chair of our Cty, Qur
Schools coalition, | led a canpaign
to force the School Reform
Comm ssion to dissolve itself. W
did that in order to avoid this very
situation; a school board that does
not |listen and does not partner with
communi ties and | ocal el ected
| eader s.

|f we have to -- if we have
to force changes to the School
Board, we will. W did it in 2017

and we can do it again. W need a

Page 238

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

school board that listens to
f eedback. W need a school board
that works in partnership wth the
city. And right now, that neans a
board that stops this vote and
listens to what the people of this
city are saying, loud and clear.

Thank you to all of ny
col | eagues who joined us this
nmorni ng. Thank you, Counci | nmenber
Thomas, for |eading the charge.
This fight is far fromover, and I'm
aski ng everyone to join us today at
440 to send a nessage | oud and cl ear
to the School Board. Today's school
cl osure vote is unacceptable, and
there will be consequences if this
board chooses to nove forward down
this path. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you, Menber Brooks. Chair
recogni zes Counci |l menber Ni col as
O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE
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Thank you, M. President. And
co-signing all the words of ny
Mnority | eader on that matter. A
couple of things | wanted to raise
today, and | want to keep it tight,
but | do want to speak on a few
things. Yesterday, the Suprene
Court gutted Section 2 of what any
of us who have been students of
history, or actually within the
tradition of organizing from which
the Gvil R ghts Mvenent cones,
recogni ze the crowning jewel of the
Cvil R ghts Mouwvenent to be the
Voting R ghts Act.

It was in the Louisiana v.

Call ais case, which was building off
of the court's 2013 evisceration of
Sections 4 and 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act, which required federal

cl earance of the voting maps of

nostly southern districts with

deeply racist histories of voting

di scrimnation. Again, students of
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hi story, students of politics in
Anerica recogni ze the history of the
sout hern bl oc of senators and

el ected officials down there, and
how t hey t hought, how they noved,
how t hey oper at ed.

Section 2 of the Voting
Ri ghts Act bans discrimnation by
race in elections. And the court's
decision didn't formally repeal it,
but instead it intensely deepened
t he burden of proof to achieve a
Section 2 claim recalling the
typical historic dodge of requiring
proof of racist intent instead of
considering the material inpact of
certain actions.

Justice Alito's majority
opi nion stated that a successful
chal | enger on Section 2 grounds nust
now prove that a state intentionally
drew its districts to afford
M nority voters | ess opportunity

because of their race. Basically,
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t hey want people who know that their
opinions and their beliefs are
unpopul ar, and have to find

wor karounds to get those things
enacted, they nust now -- we nust
now get themto say the things that
are in their mnd, which we knowis
virtual ly inpossi bl e.

Thi s di sgusting deci sion
brings the logic of the Jim Crow
literacy tests and grandfat her
clauses to this new era of partisan
gerrymandering. And too many
politicians in the South are
gl eeful, and I would say nmaybe even
those in the North, to return to
t hese ol d ways.

My thoughts, and ny
prayers, and solidarity are with the
peopl e of that region, we call the
Bl ack Belt, as their fight for equal
representation wll have to enter a
new phase. And | hope that they

know t hat they have sone allies up
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here in the North, as we fight off
those that would set us back here in
the Keystone State as well.

It only deepens ny belief
and recognition, really, that
el ectoralism as nuch as we conti nue
to advocate for it, and everyone
who' s not registered ought to get
registered if you're listening. And
if you don't vote, vote in every
single election, primary and
general, and for every particular --
on every particular ballot |ine.

But there is a reason why
peopl e have noved on in many ways
fromelectoralismand are calling
for revol ution, because every tine
you nmake a nove, and there were a
| ot of fights, people literally
died. | heard sonebody nmake a
poi nt, Eddi e d aude said yesterday
there are people sitting in the
bottom of the river of M ssissippi

who fought to nmake sure that we
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woul d have these particular rights.

At a certain point when you
see these things being clawed back,
you start to question whether or not
el ections matter. | want to say
that they do. | resonate with the
frustration; they do matter. And
al so, denocracy is a whole | ot nore
than just when we vote. W have to
stay vigilant. W have to stay
engaged. W have to continue to
I magi ne our possibilities and
organi ze to change these situations,
because everything that we gai ned,
there are those who are conmtted to
rolling it back, and it shoul dn't
happen on our wat ch.

| "' m not al ways echoi ng the
Congr essi onal Bl ack Caucus.
Sonetinmes they're right, sonetines
they're not. But they were dead on
yest erday when they said the Suprene
Court is illegitimte. Now, if we

call for radical changes in the
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Suprene Court, if folks start
calling to get nore justices, or
even to say we ought to have a
constitutional convention, it's
rooted in stuff like this,
recogni zi ng that we need radi cal
change, a radical redistribution of
econom ¢ and political power, if
we're going to be nore than just
denocracy in brandi ng.

Because currently, right
now, we have a racist country in
structure, and we're denocratic in
our brandi ng and our nmarketing, and
we have got to change that. So |
just wanted to raise this point.
And | know that we are a
muni ci pality, and we don't
necessarily control that, but it's
sonet hing that we need to keep our
eye on. W are living in sone dire
tinmes, and we need to keep our eye
on the prize.

Movi ng on to sonething a
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little bit nore positive. That was

yesterday. Tonorrow is May Day.

And your share -- and | am sharing

-- 1"ve shared on all of our desks,

| hope that you' ve seen them sone

red vel vet cakes for all of ny

col | eagues in recognition of My

Day, International Wrkers' Day.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Are they vegan? They've got vegan

options?

We're discrimnating

agai nst the non --

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE

Ch, dang it. | thought | was

cooki ng,

man.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The floor is yours, sir.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE:

M. President, | apol ogize.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It's okay, sir.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE

Al right. Listen, I got one nore

year -
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
What a great job, though.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE: |
got one nore year in this body
before the peopl e deci de whet her |
stay or not. So | got another
chance - -

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Sorry, sir.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE: - -
to get it right for you next year.
My bad, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The floor is yours, sir.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE:
Thank you, sir. | -- you all have
heard ne say this before, | am not
just a liberal. | nean, liberal is
-- everybody is liberal. |I'ma
leftist. And what that neans
historically is that "left" neans
| abor. R ght-w ng generally neans
capital, left nmeans labor. Let ne
just go into this for a second.
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That woul d nean, therefore,
that the | abor novenents the world
over are novenents that are
commtted to maki ng sure that
wor kers have power, that we see a
di stribution of power, political
power towards the workers and not
just those who run -- the bosses, as
It were. And | abor novenents the
wor | d over have marched under red
banners for generations, hence the
red cakes that you have here today.
Not as an appeal to nationalism
i ke today we see a | ot of folks
wearing red hats, but as an appeal
to internationalism recognizing
that solidarity across borders has
to happen in order for us to wn.

The Philly AFL-CI O s May
Day efforts include uniting Philly
| abor around a common policy
platform and we as el ected
of ficials represent hundreds of

t housands of Phil adel phians. And |
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bel i eve we deserve a city grounded
I n and organi zed around wor ki ng
peopl e' s val ues.

Here are sone of those
values, if | can share them joy,
community, solidarity, integrity,
trust, love. They're calling us to
organi ze around these val ues, and
they believe that a city organi zed
around these val ues would have fully
funded public and human services, a
thriving public education system an
end to the attacks on immgrants in
all our communities, devel opnent for
t he people and not the billionaires,
uni ons for everybody, safe and
secure honmes and nei ghbor hoods, and
it'"d be a place where one job would
be enough.

Heal t hcare is a human
right. W expand denocracy and not
corporate power, and that we tax the
billionaires and corporations, and

we end up fundi ng our people.

Page 249

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

| am so excited to neet
Philly's workers out in the street
tonorrow, and |I'm grateful that
Philly's | abor novenent is grow ng
cl oser to our social novenents
t hrough organizing for this yearly
cel ebration. As nuch as | |ove and
appreci ate Labor Day weekend, |I'm
al so loving the overtly political
edge that May Day, which is the
| nt ernati onal Labor Day, invites.

An edge that nanes sonething | fully
agree with, that in matters of
public policy, the workers nust cone
before the rich. | hope you all

enj oy you all's cakes.

Two nore things and |'m of f
the mc. 1In a better court-based
story, the Pennsyl vani a Suprene
Court's decision in Cormmonweal th v.
Lee ruled that mandatory life
sentences for second-degree nurder
charges are unconstitutional under

the state's prohibition on cruel and
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unusual puni shnents.

That ought to be cel ebrated
by any lovers of justice in the
room O the 1,100 people serving
t hese unconstitutional sentences,
approxi mately 700 have served nore
than 20 years of their sentence,
wi th 300 of these individuals over
the age of 60. Not only are they
serving unconstitutional sentences,
but they are al so the npbst expensive
inmates in our system W have a
state Suprene Court that's actually
focused on justice, it seens to ne.
And they've given the General
Assenbly a gol den opportunity to
secure justice for hundreds of
peopl e who were serving
unconstitutional sentences.

| am a nenber of the Church
of the Lord Jesus Christ. I'ma
mnister in that tradition. And I'm
rem nded al ways that he began his

mnistry by saying that the Spirit
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of the Lord was upon himto set at
i berty those who are oppressed, or
to set the captive free. And so |
believe that there's a gol den
opportunity for us to nake good on
that particular call.

And so, to echo the many
reform sts, public defenders, the
advocates, and abolitionists calling
on the House to nove forward bol dly,
we have got to pass HB 443, and we
ought to do it soon. So |'m going
to commend those who are already on
their way. |'mgoing to encourage
ot hers who are not to vote yes on
t hat .

Lastly, Philadel phia, as we
all know, is a city overflowng wth
wonderful artists, but even we have
only a limted nunber of Pulitzer
Prize winners. And Tenple graduate
Janes, Janes happens to be one of
them As a Pulitzer Prize-w nning

pl aywri ght who has worked
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extensively in the city. H s |atest
wor k, "W/ derness Ceneration," is
now pl ayi ng at Suzanne Roberts
Theatre, courtesy of the

Phi | adel phi a Theatre Conpany. And
|"mexcited to be joining them
tonight for a pre-show conversation
about the creative arts and civic
life.

In that spirit, | want to
remnd us that supporting the arts
I's one huge way of strengthening our
civic ties, and that it's sonething
t hat we ought to do and do so
regularly. So even if you can't
make it to the screening tonight,
make it a point to support our |ocal
artists in the near future. CQur
artists and our arts sector could
al ways use sone nore | ove.

And | appreciate the
attention both the Majority Leader
and the Majority Wiip have shown the

arts since they joined this body
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sone years ago. And as a creative,
a musician, and an artist of sorts
in nmy own right, | intend to be
anot her voice in what should be a
grow ng support systemw thin this
body. | thank you all for you all's
| eadership. Let's nake sure that we
continue to support the arts. Thank
you, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very much. Speeches on
behal f of the Majority, Chair
recogni zes Counci |l nenber | sai ah
Thomas.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS: (Good
afternoon, Council President and
col | eagues. First, Council
President, | want to say thank you
for your support --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You j unped up.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS: |
know, yeah. | knew | pressed the

button fast, but | didn't think it

Page 254

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

was that fast. Council President, |
want to say thank you for your
support.

| read an article, and |
don't reference articles nuch, but |
did read an article a little while
back, Council President, that tal ked
about the fact that this school
facilities fight that we're in right
now, because this is a full-blown
fight at this point, we shouldn't be
doing it this way, and we should be
negoti ati ng behind the scenes. And
anybody who knows ne know | prefer
to do things behind the scenes.

If | get to the point
whereas though |'mpressing this
button and maki ng speeches on the
fl oor and posting on social nedia,
that neans |'ve exhausted all of ny
resour ces.

And Council President, |
first want to thank you because |

know for a fact that even when | was
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ready to quit the behind-the-scenes

negotiating, you said, "no, little
bro, we going to keep going. W
going to keep fighting. W going to
keep trying." And | comrend you,
Counci|l President, for keeping
trying.

To ny col | eagues, there
were 10 of us today at a press
conference tal king about this
facilities issue and what we don't
want to see. So | know ny
col | eagues are going to sound off
about it; sonme of them have already
done it. Let ne just add ny little
piece. This right here is the
contact information for the eight
school board nmenbers that we
confirmed in this | egislative body.
Notice | said eight, Council
President. |'m being very spicy.

We're asking people to
reach out to these eight school

board nenmbers and |l et them know to
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vote no. We're asking young people
to DMthemon social nedia. W're
aski ng people to email them
Contact the School Board right now
and ask themto vote no.

| f by chance they still
decide not to listen to the public
and vote in favor of this plan, just
a couple of prom ses, no threats,
because |'m not that type of person.
| don't want to make anybody t hink
|"'mthreatening them | also just
don't want to be -- catch anybody
off guard, | don't want there to be
a surprise. So understand what your
vote wll come with

Nunber one, it will cone
with a pledge fromnyself and ot her
menbers of this body, if you vote
yes for this plan, and if the people
of Phil adel phia decide to bring us
back, to quote ny coll eague back
there, we pledge to vote no on your

confirmation. That's No. 1.

Page 257

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

Nunmber two, we will do
everything in our |egal power,
foll owed by the | eadership of our
Counci|l President and our entire
tech team who's phenonenal, to put
us in a position to sue you based on
thi s decision, and other issues that
we know exist that we will not talk
about in this nmonent right now  But
i f you know, you know. We know and
they know. So please nmake the right
deci si on.

Last but not least, we're
aski ng people to show up to the
school district neeting at four
O clock today for what we like to
call a peaceful protest. |'ve been
war ned that there are a nunber of
police officers already outside of
the School District building.

The irony of that,
Counci | menber Jones, and | know
you're going to talk about the idea

of putting up noney -- 1'Il1l let
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Counci | menber Jones tal k about it.
There are already police out there
right now anticipating, |I'mnot sure
what, maybe it's the violent tan
suit that | have on, or maybe it's
the hostile behavior that they're
expecting from honor roll students
and di sabl ed students from Lankenau
Hi gh School. |'mnot quite sure,
but | know that they're prepared to
try to neet this nonent with a | evel
of aggression that's not reflective
of the passion that we have for our
chi | dren.

This isn't personal. This
isn't about adults. This isn't
about anything el se but folks Iike
the blind young man who cane down to
testify, who is an extrenely
intelligent young man, if you sit
and talk to him and his nomtold us
the truth. "The only thing that's
keeping me up North in Philly is a

gquality education for ny child."
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Council President, you're a dad,
you're a good dad.

There are a | ot of parents
on Gty Council, and as parents, |I'm
sure nost of us wll give up this
job and this city for our children.
And that's not personal to the
public. W |ove working for you,
but we |ove our children. |'m
asking the School Board to put
t hensel ves in the position of
parents, just |like the one who was
here today, who said, if Lankenau
cl oses, there's no reason for nme to
be here in the city of Phil adel phi a.

That's not just an
I ndi vidual narrative as it relates
to that parent. That is the type of
famlial atnosphere that our schools
| i ke Paul Robeson, Lankenau, and
others. This is what they do.

So, Council President,
again, | want to say thank you for

your | eadership. To ny coll eagues,
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| want to say thank you all so much.
And the elders say that the common
eneny of my enenmy turns ny eneny to
my friend. And | know none of you
all have ever been ny eneny before
as it relates to this legislative
body. But | think that we have
common ground, and | don't want to
call anybody the eneny, but | think
we have common ground as a
collective as it relates to who's on
the side of right, and who's on the
si de of wrong.

And on this one, because
this is a |l egacy vote, we know we're
on the side of right. |'m asking
t he School Board nenbers, all eight
of you, are you going to be on the
side of right, and staying with the
peopl e, or are you going to be on
the side of wong and staying with
the ultra-wealthy and billionaires
and ot her people who are trying to

gentrify, gentrify, displace our
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communi ty, our children, and those
| ong-termresidents who | ove our
city? Thank you, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you, Menber Thomas. Chair
recogni zes Councilman Curtis Jones,
Jr.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES: Thank
you, M. President. |[|'mso very
proud of ny little brother over
there fighting for what's right.

Can we give hi manother round of
appl ause? Because it isn't easy to
stand up and speak truth to power.
And | say to you, M. President, on
all that | love, that | believe
sincerely that everybody in this
chanber wants to support public
education for our babies.

| believe, conversely, that
t he people of the School Board, the
School District; Streater, and the
Superintendent really in their

hearts want to do the right thing.
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| believe their intentions are good;
t heir nethodol ogy sucks. Let ne say
this to you. W are at crossroads,
you-all. And I don't think you're
reading the room There were 10
council people, not to count the
State Representatives that we were
able to garner out at that
denonstrati on sayi ng, please, please
don't do this vote. And I know for
a fact there was an 11th on the way.
But couldn't get an Uber. But

t hat's not hi ng.

So we in this chanber have
done the right thing all the tine.
When it was tinme to | ook at the
mllage rates, we took tough tax
votes all the tinme and passed it. |
remenber when they wanted to do -- |
wasn't here, but |iquor by the
drink, this body stood up and took
it on the chin. There were tavern
owners that took people out because

of that. | renenmber when we did the
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beverage tax here, right? They
wanted to put our faces on milKk
cartons because we wanted to help
our babies, right? | renenber now
wWith the cigarettes, | renenber the
sal es tax.

Every tinme called upon, we
stood up and did the right thing.
There's a thing call ed nmai ntenance
of effort. Once we give themthis
nmoney, we can't call them back and
say, we want to change the anount.
| want to bring it down a little bit
because things are a little better.
No, once we do it, we can't retract
it. So this vote is a serious |ong-
termcommtnent to the School
District. Lankenau, Overbrook
El ementary are in ny district. Two
out of the three school s being
considered are in the 4th
Councilmanic District.

Now, my good friend, the

Superi ntendent, asked ne, "You know,
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if we don't do this, are we still
going to be friends?" Yes, we are
still going to be friends. That is
-- this is business, though. This
isn't friendship and -- you know,
this is business. And | want you to
know this is a serious undert aking.
And | know, you know, Streater is
from | think, North Philly now in
my district, | |love you, but we are
10-t oes down about this. And I
don't Ii ke the high-stakes gane of
chi cken. Two autonotives are
running at each other at the sane
time and | ooking for which one is
goi ng to blink.

Qur babi es are watching us
and how we resol ve our problens.
G own-ups should be in the room
negotiating this solution. W are
not far off. But if we don't nake
the right decisions today, this is
going to be a long, protracted

struggle. Protracted struggle. And
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everybody's going to get a bl ack
eye. Everybody.

|"mgoing to end with this,
| want to support ny nmayor so bad.
|"mnot -- there isn't no shane in
nmy gane. |'m pro-Parker. All
right? She gave an inpassi oned
speech that had ne revved up, ready
to vote right now. But when I went
to Lankenau, when | went to
Over brook El enentary, when | went to
Robeson, | saw our babies for the
first time, engaged in activities

saying, "Save us, adults.” So I'm
going to do what | got to do. You
all can do what you all going to.
W going to be down there today, and
| got ny bail noney. Talk to you.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT  JOHNSON:
What noney was that?
COUNCI LMEMBER JONES: Jai
noney.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Ch, jail noney. Oh, okay. You're
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| ocked up for the kids. That's
what's up. Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Dr. N na Ahmad.
You're up there today.

COUNCI LMEMBER AHMAD:  Thank
you, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You pressed that button early,
didn't you?

COUNCI LMEMBER AHMAD:

Li sten.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Go ahead.

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD:  |'m
just so proud of ny colleagues. And
| "' mjust renenbering these young
peopl e who cane just today. People
wi th visual disabilities standing
here, learning disabilities, have
found a place. Twenty-four percent
of the student body at Lankenau is
children with disabilities. W were
just standing in front of Paul

Robeson, sending children to
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Harvard. | don't know what they
want us to do. This is -- these are
school s that are working, why are we
trying to fix -- ness up sonething
that's working?

But nore inportantly, they
haven't shown us their work. How do
they cone to these decisions? W
want each school, each school, to
give us their cost-benefit analysis,
to show us what is the deficit for
each school, so we can address
these. It's now 17 schools, and
their cavalier manner in how they
sw tched, they go, okay, Roxborough
one day, no, not Roxborough. So,
okay, we're going to nake an
environnental center when there's
one right next door who are beggi ng
for the School District to use them

What are we doing? It is
going to cost noney to close these
schools. So, it is going to the net

-- when we net this out, the
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children who are here are going to

| eave Phil adel phia. They're going
to cost us by not keeping these
school s where they're perform ng and
functioning. So I -- you know, we
have said all we can say, and we
have to |l ook at all -- any other
alternatives we have.

And our Comm ttee Chair,
| sai ah Thomas, has outlined this.
All | can say is, this is ny first
termin Cty Council, and I thought
our education system the School
District, was an ally. They're not.
They' re not, because they're letting
their egos get in the way of saying,
let's conme to a conprom se.

We gave a conprom se for
Lankenau. W said, give it five
years. |If they can't fix what they
can't fix, shut them down. But you
can't just tell everybody, okay,
this is right, this is wong, and

then we're going to shut it down
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right now No opportunity to fix
things. That's not how conprom se
wor ks.

And |' m echoi ng everybody,
you know, |I'mjust using this tine
to say how disappointed | amwth
the city of Phil adel phia pushing
these children to sit every evening
at that 4:40, as | said, eating dry
pi zza, waiting their turn to
testify. These are children who
shoul d be hone doing their honework.
Who shoul d be playing, who should be
havi ng an evening to thensel ves.

And they're sacrificing this because
a bunch of adults cannot get their
egos in check. This is a -- there's
nothing else left but to assunme this
IS an ego i ssue.

So, if you're listening,
pl ease listen loud and clear; let's
be adults in the room Let us fix
this problem Slow this down,

review all of this, and take a no
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vote. Take a no vote.

On happier -- on happier
things, I'll wap this up very
qui ckly. | once again want to
recogni ze Dr. Charlotte Brown,
Rachel Hanible, Tijania Tee
Goodwi n, Dr. Jasnyn Wight, and
Mecca Robinson. And all the host of
wonmen who were here, who are -- who
do volunteerismin the city of
Phi | adel phia, in fact, are doing a
|l ot of work with these educati onal
systens as wel |l .

It was ny pleasure to
acknow edge them and really
acknow edge that Philadelphiais a
city of giving back. Qur tradition
of public service runs deep.
Vol unteers are often on the front
lines and rarely get acknow edged.
So today, | amso proud to recogni ze
our residents of the city who
tirelessly serve every day.

| al so wanted to commend
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the Council President about
introducing a bill, which | did on
hi s behal f, which authorizes the
procurenent of construction,
installation, operation, and
mai nt enance of direct current fast
chargers in the cell phone Iots at
Phi | adel phia International Airport.
This is connected to Lankenau
because the Lankenau children are
going to be the stewards,
envi ronnental stewards, of tonorrow
And what we -- this bill will help
us continue to address climate
change. It's all on a continuum
So we have to create those new
stewards while we are bei ng stewards
ri ght now, because this is a gl obal
pr obl em

And finally, | wanted to
just give a quick update on the
Human Trafficking Prevention and
Awar eness canpai gn that is underway.

W were -- we had a really wonderful
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press conference to announce those
who had won the RFPs and we are
ready to roll. But this is also to
say that 2026 is just the beginning,
because we are not going to get rid
of all -- we are not going to get
rid of human trafficking in the next
six nonths. It is going to take a
fight, because it's $152 billion
gl obal industry that uses people,
coerces people to give either |abor
or sex.

So we are -- |'mvery
pl eased, you know, Phil adel phia can
do this. I'mvery pleased to be at
the forefront of the first nunici pal
city -- nost -- first nunici pal
entity that has passed -- has put
nmoney into doing this work. Nowhere
in the country have we had this kind
of awareness and prevention canpaign
that has rolled out with $500, 000.

So | commend Counci |

President for pushing this, and for
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the mayor to agree for this, and the
Ofice of Public Safety to work with
us to get this going. But if you
J uxt apose the school cl osings and
doing this, we know we can do
better. So let's get there, people.

So thank you very much.
had nore to say, but I'mgoing to --
|"mjust so disappointed. | amso
sad that our children are com ng
every day, and today their hearts
are in their nouths. So pl ease,
school board, please put your egos
asi de, and you don't have the data
to support it. | will tell you that
because we are trying to do our own
anal ysis. Thank you, Counci l
President. Thank you everyone for
fighting so hard for our children.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. Chair recognizes
Counci | woman Jam e Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER:

Thank you, Council President. 1've
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said a | ot about the school
facilities plan, so | won't stay
long there, but I'll give a few
t houghts. Like ny colleagues, | am
frustrated, and di sappoi nted, and
angry that we are in this place with
the School District and the School
Board. And that they are willing to
take this vote today while it feels
like the entire city, and nost of
the political |eadership is against
this plan. And | know who they
report to, right? They report to
t he Mayor

But | don't know who they
think their responsibility is to,
because | would argue that their
responsibility is to young people
and to our communities, and none of
their actions have displ ayed that.

And, you know, they sort of
honored the request of the Majority
Leader and the Majority Wip and

others in delaying this vote that
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was supposed to happen | ast week.
But in that tine, they' ve al so
conpl etely resisted maki ng any
changes. So |I'mnot clear what the
del ay was even for, if they weren't
willing to have substantive
conversations with us.

It's also incredibly
confusing that they can be so dug in
on a plan that so many people are
agai nst, that they can be so
inflexible wwth Council who is
asking themto nake reasonabl e,

t hought ful changes. But -- yet --
and still conme into this room and
ask us to do huge things for them
right? Huge things for them It
seens to ne to be the very opposite
of partnership. And it seens to ne
that they're also very bad
negotiators. W were at Robeson
this norning for a press conference
| ed by our Chairman of the Education

Commttee, and we were joined by so
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many students from both Robeson and
Lankenau at that presser.

And in the case of Robeson,
t hey have gone so far, but they are
refusing to take the next |ogical
step. So, initially, they were
| ooki ng at Robeson's | and and
t hi nki ng that they should give it to
devel opers, as opposed to |let our
kids continue to learn there, right?
So they scrapped that after the -- a
| ot of us put zoning overlays on the
properties that they wanted to give
over to devel opers. And we said
that those properties would have to
be -- remain schools. So they
scrapped that idea, and they said
they're going to keep, you know, the
property in school district
ownership. They even commtted to
creating a commttee to perhaps
build a new school at the site. And
t hey al so added nore noney; $120
mllion plus nore, for facilities in
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the 3rd district.

Because, originally, we
were the district that had anongst
t he hi ghest nunber of cl osures,
recommended, and the | owest anount
of facilities investnent. And so,
at this point, as it relates to
Robeson, a stellar school, as was
poi nted out by Dr. Ahnad, 96 percent
graduation rate, sending kids to
Harvard, and nationally accl ai ned
HBCUs. Listed as a nodel by
Dr. Watlington hinself when he cane
to visit about a year ago.

So in the case of Robeson,
we have the |and under district
control, and it wll remain that
way. We have nore than enough noney
to either renovate or rebuild a
school at the site. They are
t hi nki ng about buil ding a school at
the site, but for sone reason, that
school can't be Robeson. For sone

reason, they cannot take that extra
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step and say, wow, the new school

we' re tal king about building there
shoul d be the school that has | asted
there so long. And the school where
the students and the | eadership have
taken great strides to nake it a

pl ace of academ c excellence. And
to ne, that feels |ike nean
spiritness.

To me, that feels like the
hei ght of disrespect to ny
community. And to ne, it also feels
like politics. And | feel |ike our
care for our young people and our
community should rise above all of
t hose things.

And, you know, we've been
having pretty heated debates in this
chanber at the School District
headquarters, and President
Streater, in particular, he bristles
when | say that, you know, if this
pl an goes through, that the board is

bei ng an agent of gentrification.

Page 279

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

That the board is carrying out the
sane | egacy of displacenent that has
happened in West Phil adel phia since
the raising of the black bottom
since the denolition of the
University Cty townhones, and since
the closing of University Gty H gh,
he bristles at that.

But ny conmments are about
outcone. | don't care what your
intent is. |If you close this
school, if you take away the | ast
public high school and University
City serving black students where
they are thriving, and if you take,
essentially, the |last vestige of
black civic |ife out of University
Cty, then you are indeed an agent
of gentrification and displ acenent.

And so, mss nme wth your
sensitive feelings about that,
because it's about outcone, not
intent. So |l will join ny

colleagues at 4:00 p.m | wll join
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my col |l eagues at 4:00 p.m at 440.
But I'mreally disappointed that we
have to make that trip today. And
|"'mreally disappointed that the
School District and the School Board
doesn't think it's necessary to have
I nput fromour communities, to have
input fromGCity Council.

And 1'Ill also say they
created this situation that feels so
contenti ous now, because not only
was the community never really
invited to the table on this plan,
Council was never invited either.

So they never had buy-in fromthe
community or fromany of the
political |eadership. And it has
resulted in this tense,
confrontational situation that we
find ourselves in right now But |
hope, | hope that by 4 o'clock they
find a sense of justice and do the
right thing for our conmunities.

|"'mgoing to nove on. |
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al so wanted to tal k about a
resol ution that we enacted today.
And so this was a resolution that |
I ntroduced al ongside Mnority Leader
Kendra Brooks and Counci | nenber
Dr. N na Ahmad, calling on Congress
and the Trunp adm nistration to
provi de conprehensive fertility care
to service nenbers.

Qur city is hone to
t housands of active-duty mlitary
personnel and veterans who have
heal t h i nsurance t hrough TRI CARE,
t he governnent plan for our
mlitary.

Servi ce nenbers face
significant risk, including injuries
that may inpact their reproductive
health. Yet MAGA Republicans in the
House of Representatives strip
| anguage from a nust pass defense
spending bill that woul d have
al | owed active-duty service nenbers

and their famlies to receive | VF
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and fertility care.

It is particularly cruel
that while these famlies sacrifice
their safety for our nation,
extrem sts in WAshi ngton have chosen
this nonment to strip away their path
t o parent hood.

| ama nom and the biggest
bl essi ng and honor of ny life is
being a parent to two intelligent
and kind sons. It is hard to
reconcile the fact that anyone wl|l
want to deny life's biggest joy to
t he peopl e who put everything on the
line to keep us safe and free. By
restricting access to | VF and ot her
essential reproductive services, the
Trunp adm nistration i s advanci ng an
extrene agenda that treats mlitary
famlies' fundanental rights as
pawns in its ongoi ng crusade agai nst
heal t hcare and bodily aut onony.

This is particularly cruel

in a noment when Trunp continues his
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i1l egal war against Iran, where it
Is increasingly clear he is in over
hi s head, putting our service
menbers at risk.

| was proud to |ock arns
wi th Leader Brooks, and then
Counci | menber G | nore-Ri chardson, to
enact the reproductive freedom
package in the wake of Dobbs. And I
applaud ny -- | applaud ny
col | eagues who have been | eadi ng on
this issue in the year since,
cenenting Philly's place as
reproductive -- as a reproductive
heal t hcare safe haven. Because here
in Philly, we don't just tal k about
iIt; we act. MAGA likes to claim
that they support our troops. The
| east Congress can do is ensure our
servi ce nenbers have access to the
full range of reproductive
heal t hcare they need to becone
parents.

| want to thank everyone
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who cane to City Hall today to
support this inportant issue and our
partners with Anericans for
Contraception, who are hol ding the
line for bodily autonony in
Washi ngt on and around the country.
Thank you so nuch.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch. Chair
recogni zes Counci | renber Rue Landau.

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU.
Thank you, Council President. It is
going to be very, very difficult to
go after that fiery speech,
coll eague. | would take 30 seconds
to just echo everything ny
col | eagues are saying. | am so
proud of all of you, and all of us,
and for standing together on this
Issue. | was out armin armwth
the -- with everybody today outside
of Robeson. And | will also be
there at 440, at 4:00. But | wanted

to just -- as we've been talking
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about | egal neasures, just talk
about a little |legal term nol ogy,
which is so interesting. Wen
there's a - when -- oftentines when
you cite a defect, a flaw, a naybe
an infraction of a |law, you give the
party an opportunity to cure, to fix
it. You give people an opportunity
to fix it first.

The School Board dropped
this on us with concl usions w thout
giving us the information that we
need about how to fix and what we
need to fix in order to nmake this
happen. And | do believe, as we've
been saying, we've been talking
about organizing with community,
with parents, wth students. Wo
knows? Even with sone of the
busi nesses in the area. W could
fix these defects; we could cure
t hem

And | really do think that

the |l ack of process, a lack of due
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process that they gave us, the
speeding along with this process is
their biggest, biggest m stake.

But speaki ng of |aw and
justice, in May, we cel ebrate 60
years of CLS. | introduced a
resol ution today recognizing,
congratul ati ng, and honoring
Community Legal Services on siXx
decades of outstandi ng, dedicated
service to Phil adel phi ans.

As a proud former CLS
attorney, | know the inpact that
this organi zati on has on
Phi | adel phians |iving in poverty,
children, seniors, inmmgrants,
people with disabilities, and so
many nore. | owe mny current
position as a Council nenber to the
work | did at CLS, where | really
cut ny teeth as an attorney and was
able to join the fight for justice
and agai nst inequities so many in

our city face.
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CLS hel ps nore than 14, 000
Phi | adel phi ans each year, preventing
honel essness, reuniting famlies,
breaki ng down barriers to
enpl oynent, and so nuch nore. |'m
so proud to be a part of this -- of
their story, and even happier to be
here in Council to congratul ate them
on this m|l estone.

Last week also, | held a
press conference announci ng ny
intention to fight for our arts in
the budget. And | want to nmake sure
that the nusicians -- artists and
nmusi ci ans of this city don't get
| eft out of that conversation. |
was proud to co-sponsor Council man
Thomas's Music Month resol ution
t oday.

And al so today,
Counci | menber Brooks and |
co-introduced a resolution uplifting
an anmazing Philly producer, WII

Yip. WII was the first Asian-
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Aneri can and second Phil adel phi an
producer to win the Gamy Award for
best Rock album And he is also a
proud Central H gh School and Tenpl e
alum It was a pleasure to wel cone
himand his famly here in Council
t oday.
| also introduced a
resol ution recogni zing May 4th
t hrough May 8th, 2026 as Philly Tech
Week. Phil adel phia is a hope for
I nnovation, technol ogy, and
entrepreneurship. Fromstartups to
tech giants, we're hone to an
ani mat ed and boom ng tech ecosystem
As Chair of the Technol ogy
Comm ttee, | encourage everyone to
check out the incredible programm ng
being offered as we kick off in Muy.
And finally, | also
i ntroduced a resolution authorizing
heari ngs on SEPTA Student Fares, so
we can expl ore the expansion of this

crucial resource. | know many of us
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here are parents, and we know t hat
students are nore than schol ars.
They're participating in after-
school jobs, extracurricul ars,
sports, and nore.

For many young people, the
costs of travel add up and fall to
al ready struggling famlies. R ght
now, SEPTA fare cards only work
during school days, only from 5: 30
to 8:00 p.m, and only for students
who live over 1.5 mles fromtheir
school. |'meager to learn nore
fromthese hearings and how we can
best serve the young peopl e of
Phi | adel phi a and nmake this the nost
teen friendly city in the country.
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT  JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch. Chair
recogni zes Council man Jeffrey J.
Young.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank

you, M. President. Today, | just
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wanted to acknow edge one of ny
interns Chase Matsi. Today is --
this is his last week in our office,
and | want to wi sh Chase the best as
he goes on to his future endeavors.

| want to thank ny
col | eague, Rue Landau, for
i ntroduci ng the resol ution on
Community Legal Services. | ama
intern alumof Community Legal
Services. | worked as an intern
there during | aw school .

Speci al shout out to forner
State Rep Donna Bull ock and ny
supervi sor and attorney, Rasheedah
Phillips, who worked under the
Communi ty Econom ¢ Devel opnment Unit
where we worked on | and use and
zoning matters for daycares,
chil dcare centers, and other snall
busi nesses.

| want to thank ny
col | eague, Counci |l renber Gaut hi er,

for introducing the resol ution,
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honori ng the students from Boys'
Latin. Two of the students are sons
of ny Chief of Staff. So just
wanted to thank you for that, the
honor and recognition.

Today, we introduced bills
that would create a tenporary perm:t
par ki ng around the Lenon Hill area
during the FIFA Fan Fest. So |
encour age every conmmunity around
Lenon Hill to be on the | ookout.
W'l |l be having community neetings
to discuss what this |egislation
| ooks |1 ke and the inpact that it'l]
have on your community.

| want to thank ny
col | eagues today for passing the
resolution that would transfer
property to Historic Fair H I,
which is a nonprofit in the 5th
Council District. They'll be using
this property to build a community
center and to use it as a conmunity

garden for progranm ng.
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And of course, |ast but not
| east -- no, one nore thing. W
have a hearing tonorrow to talk
about our library facilities in the
city of Philadelphia. So if anyone
W shes to conme down, we have a
hearing tonorrow at 10:00 a.m here
at Gty Council to tal k about the
state of our libraries here. But of
course, last, | want to tal k about
the School District and the school
facilities plan.

Many fol ks know that on day
one, | introduced a bill that woul d
allow city council to inpeach school
board nenbers, right? Because |
just -- | knew we were going to cone
to this point, right? W have to be
able to hold that school board
accountable to the people of the
city of Philadelphia. And it seens
i ke right now, you know, they're
not listening to the people. It

seens |like that they put billionaire
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I nterest over the interest of the
peopl e of the city of Phil adel phi a.
And we cannot stand for that.

It is ironic how they --
| "' m | ooking here at a sheet of paper
tal ki ng about billionaires for Uber
and Lyft. They don't want to
listen. But also at the sane tine,
School District is listening to
other billionaires that want to
gentrify our city and cl ose school s
that send kids to Harvard. And
cl ose school s that have a hundred
percent graduation rate, right? And
cl ose nei ghbor hood conprehensi ve
school s, which they say they want to
I ncrease, right? But that's -- it's
just very contradictory.

Now, we've been saying this
over and over again over the |ast
few nonths. Let's just be fair
about it or be honest, right? Be
honest with us and tell us what it

really is, right? Tell the people
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of the city what it really is. You
know, and -- you know, we've been
saying this over and over again, and
| just don't know why those nenbers
of the board are -- aren't just
taking a hard | ook and really making
this a partnership, right?

They tal k about, you know,
this --we are a partnership, but
there was no di scussion with ne
what soever on -- you know, on this
pl an. They just cane out and it was
like, this is what it is. W are
cl osing Penn Treaty, we are closing
Warren, you know, we're closing
Robert Morris, right? That's just
what it is, right? You have no
conversati on what soever about how
it's going to inpact our community.

And | was at Penn Treaty
yesterday for a rally. And, you
know, again, with Penn Treaty
specifically, it's a lot of

contradi ctions when they say they
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want to | ower transitions. Well,
Penn Treaty is a 6-12 school. So
what -- how many transitions do you
need, right? 1It's a nei ghborhood
conpr ehensi ve high school. That's a
nei ghbor hood school, but they want
to i ncrease nei ghborhood school s.
They're closing that school, right?
But it's not that the building --
they're closing that school, but
then want to put another school in
t hat sane buil di ng.

So the school is not good
enough for the, you know, for the
bl ack and brown kids, you know, that
go to Penn Treaty, but we want to
put anot her school there, right?
Same thing with Warren, they want to
cl ose Warren down for that
community, but want to put nmaster in
there, right? So it's good enough
for other kids, but not good enough
for the community that |ives there.

And | -- it just doesn't nmke any
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sense to ne.

As ny col |l eague said, this
| ooks nore like politics. And we
shouldn't play politics wth our
kids. Like that's the one thing we
shoul dn't do. As governnent
officials, our kids nmean everything.
They are our future. W |ook at our
scores right now, we have sone of
the | owest scores anongst our Kids.
And yes, the School District is
rising, but closing the -- sone of
the top schools in the city wll not
help us remain on up and up. Like
that just doesn't -- it just won't
work. It just won't work.

So you -- fol ks already
know where | stand fromthe very
begi nning. |'ve been asking nenbers
of the School Board to vote no on
this plan. It just doesn't nake any
sense logically to tal k about, you
know, closing, because it's --

that's a school closure plan, right?
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That's what it is. It doesn't nake
sense to tal k about cl osing sone
school s while | eaving others open
that are dramatically
underachieving, right? You're

cl osi ng hi gh achi eving school s.
It's just not right. It's just not
right.

And | hope the nenbers of
the School Board are |istening
because ny col | eagues are upset.
And if you think this is sonething
that you want to remain on, you got
to renenber, it's a high likelihood
that many of the nenbers are going
to be back here and you're going to
be asking to be reappointed, right?
| "' mjust saying.

So, you know, | hope you do
the right thing. Do what's in your
heart. Do what you think the right
thing is for our city, right? Let
the politics get -- let the politics

go. W're not here -- | amnot here
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to play politics. |I'mhere to do
what's right for ny comunity and
here to do what's right for the city
of Phil adel phia. And | hope you are
too. Thank you, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch, Menber Young
Chair recogni zes Counci | nrenber WMark
Squi | | a.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. President. And, you
know, | often don't give speeches,
but | do have to say sonething
today, and | apologize | wasn't --
was unable to attend the press
conference this norning. And it is
sad that we see sonet hi ng happeni ng
t oday where we have so nuch
unani nous support. Qur Chair of our
Educati on Conm ttee has been working
diligently and very respectively
wi th the School Board and District
al ong this process.

And, you know, we heard all
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t he concerns about the school s’
cl osures, but there's so many ot her
di fferent things that happen during
this process. And one is
noder ni zati on and how that noney is
bei ng spent and the plan's noving
forward. W went to a neeting at
Sout hwar k School , | ooking at the
conditions there and reassessnents
that need to happen. Commttees
that are being set up, but things
are to be voted on ahead of tine
before they do it. Ws it just back
at school the other day where they
rush a conmttee, where they changed
their decision on a Monday and we're
going to vote on it on a Thursday
wi t hout havi ng gi ven anybody any
I nput of how a plan woul d work.
These things create
m strust. And when they do that,
people look at us as way to try to
address that mstrust. And we feel

like at this point, even though
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we' re advocating, if you can't
post pone this vote, you have to vote
no, because there's not enough
information for all the decisions to
be nmade that quick. Even -- they're
sayi ng they've been doing this for a
long tinme, but even the adjustnents
and changes they made w t hout the
data associated with it, makes it
really difficult for people to buy
intoit, evenif it was a good idea.
So | would just say, and
"' mjoining ny coll eagues today in
that we have to postpone this vote.
And if you can't postpone it, then
you have to vote no. And | think
that's the only option that we have.
We support our coll eagues. We w |
stand together united on a front
here and naki ng sure that they know
that where we are as a body. And |
think that is the nost inportant
t hi ng.

And yes, they have a job to
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do, and we want themto do it with
t hought ful ness. And we wanted to do
It wwth data and be able to -- not
that we have to agree with
everything, it's not, we have to
agree wth every decision they nake
and whatever. Just if you could
show us why you nade these deci sions
based on these facts, we may not
even like it at that point, but at
| east we could respect it. So,
t hank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. Councilman Dr. Ant hony
Phillips.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LI PS:
Thank you, Council President. |
just want to iterate that it is -- |
don't think a lot of folks in the
city of Phil adel phia understand, you
know, how passi onate and deeply
commtted this council is to issues.
And we -- not only is this Council

deeply commtted that we we're
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about, you know, changing the status
qguo. And I'mjust so proud to
support, you know, all of our
nmenbers here today as we stand up to
the School District of Phil adel phi a.
| just want to briefly just
say that this -- a lot of this has
to, you know, for public to know,
like, a lot of this is about
process. The process of how this
went down is just terrible, right?
As an elected official, one of the
things | always tell people as a --
as a servant to nmenbers of the 9th
District, | always have an idea, but
| never nmake that idea w thout
maki ng sure our nei ghbors are step,
you know, with -- on step with ne on
t hat i dea.

"1l give you a prine
exanple. | do | ove speed cushions.
However, | may not |love a | ot of
speed cushions in the city of

Phi | adel phia, right? Yet, because
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the public -- our residents in the
9th District wanted speed cushi ons
around our schools, | nmade the
decision to create a | aw that woul d
make it easier for speed cushions to
be around our schools. And that
t ook nont hs and nont hs of
conversations with residents.

| always tell people we --
t he School Board was appoi nted and
-- but they weren't appointed with
this idea that, trust ne to nmake a
decision. It was appointed -- the
sanme thing with us as
Counci | menbers, we were elected with
the idea that we had the best
character to be able to bring
peopl e's voices together, to listen
to people, and then nmake a deci sion
on their behalf. Wether or not
it's something that you wanted to
see or not; it's about what the
peopl e wanted to see.

And unfortunately, the
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School Board is understandi ng of,
" mgoing to nmake a deci si on today
because | think it's the right thing
to do, and still ignoring everyone
el se. And they are all saying, oh,
no, we had these |listening sessions;
we ended up doing town halls after
that. It's -- that's not enough.

| renmenber two years ago,
we had an issue in Northeast where
we had this road that was constantly
having a | egal dunpi ng taking pl ace
in Northeast. And | already knew
t hat we probably woul d have to nake
a decision on closing that road, but
| said, no, it's not ny deci sion;
it's the people's decision. And we
went through a series, series of
nmeetings with the public who just
said, you know what, Phillips, we
have finally cone to an
understandi ng that, you know, we
probably have to close the road at a

certain point of time, right?
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That is an -- that's an
I ncl usive process. That's when you
make a decision that feels good,
because you didn't just say through
a knee jerk reaction, just I|ike
Dr. Watlington just did a couple
nmont hs ago. | nmade this decision.
You -- I'mgoing to -- | asked you
to support ne because |I'mthe school
Superi ntendent, school board, sane
thing. W're making a decision. |
asked you to support nme because
you're the School Board. W're
going to listen to you a little bit.
You're not going to get everything
you want, but we're what -- you
shoul d just trust ne.

You have to find a way to
hel p peopl e feel good about your
deci sion when you're a public
person. And you can't necessarily
just be like, I"'min charge. Trust
nme.

The reason why the Mayor of
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New York right now has so nmuch

popul arity has not anything to do
with his -- what he's doing. He has
sone of the great -- his policies,
initiatives are great, but it's his
style, right? 1It's how he's

i ncl udi ng peopl e and bei ng
transparent and taking tinme to nmake
deci si ons and hol di ng hi nsel f
account abl e.

W have to have a school
board who's truly -- you see people
who are upset, so clearly you
haven't brought everyone to the
table in the best way, but you're
still going forward. And that to
me, is not right. 1It's not the
proper | eadership that we need right
now in this 21st century.

And | think an old guard
still believes that the public still
|l oves this. Trust ne, I'll do it.
That's not the way it is. And |

t hi nk people are going to find out,
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unfortunately, that that's not how
this world wants | eadership to be
anynore. And you have to be
inclusive. So | just ask the School
Board of Phil adel phia to think about
were they really inclusive and
maki ng sure that we had everyone's
voi ce at the table so everyone can
at sonme point feel relatively decent
about this decision. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very much. Chair
recogni zes Counci | nrenber Quetcy
Lozada.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA:
Thank you, Council President. |
prom se to be brief because | think
that we all share the sane feelings
about this school Board deci sion.
The only thing | will add is that
t he School Board needs to | ook at
t he young peopl e that have shown up.
There have been so many young peopl e

t hat have never stood up for
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t hensel ves and advocated for their
schools, for their friends, for
their famlies, for their comunity,
i ke they have this tine.

| want to -- | want to
recogni ze the students at Stetson
El enrentary, the students at Conwel |,
the students at Harding. Students
that don't typically show up to
rallies and to protest and to fight
for things that they believe in.
But because they truly believe that
the decisions that are bei ng nade
for themdid not include them does
not include their voice, does not
make sense to them they felt
I nportant to be present.

And so | ask the School
Board to take that into
consi deration. Wat are we saying
to these young people? Wat are we
saying to themwth a vote in
support of sonething that they truly

do not believe in, right? W ask

Page 309

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

young people to stand up and be
present and stand up for thensel ves
and be a part of the process. And
they've done that. And so | ask the
School Board to really | ook at that
and take that into consideration and
show themthat they matter. That
the -- that them being a part of
this process really, really matters.
| stand with ny coll eagues
I n saying that we believe that
t hi ngs have to be done. W
recogni ze that. W' ve been asking
for a facilities plan for a really
long tine. So to all of those
peopl e out there saying, where was
all of this -- all of this noise a
year or two ago, where was the
pushback on the facilities plan in
the | ast budget cycle? | want you
to know that it was there. W were
tal ki ng about these possibilities
| ast year and the year before that.

And as a matter of fact, we've been
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Stated Meeting

tal king about the facilities plan
and the need for this since |
arrived here, and probably nmuch

| onger than that.

And so this is not new. So
let's stop the msinformation. This
Is not new W have been pushing
back and asking the School District
and the board to cone up with a plan
that is inclusive and that nmakes
sense for children and famlies in
their communities for a really |ong
time. We were tal king about how
fiscally responsible or
irresponsible it was going to be
| ast year. So this is not new.

This is not new.

| want folks to understand
t hat because a | ot of the people
that are calling ny office are
tal ki ng about where were you | ast
year? Were were you when you were
approving an initiative that was

sonebody else's priority? Were was
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Stated Meeting

the priority of the children back
then? The priority of the kids in
our communities have al ways been
present. We've always been talking
about them

| want fol ks to understand
that. And | want the School Board
to renenber that. Renmenber the
conversations that we had | ast year.
Remenber the conversations that have
been | ed by Education Chair Thonms,
who really -- we really have to give
hi m kudos. And | know Counci | nenber
Thomas is doesn't like to be put,
you know, out front, but his
| eadership has really been firm and
has been strong. And so |'m
grateful for that. Thank you for
speaking up for the kids in ny
community. Thank all of you, all of
t he Counci | nenbers who have
prioritized the kids in our -- in
our nei ghbor hoods.

And lastly, | just want to
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Stated Meeting

say congratul ations to Conwel | .
Conwel | was on the mddle -- on the
choppi ng bl ock. They al so
advocated; they're celebrating 100
years. And | hope that |ike
Conwel |, all of our other schools
will be at that point to celebrate a
hundred years of educating and
preparing our kids to be future
| eaders. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. Thank you very nuch.

One, | do want to
acknow edge in the sanme sentinents,
whi ch you tal ked about, the
| eadershi p of Menber Thonmas bei ng
Chair of the Education Commttee.
And he's not newto this. He neets
wth the board pretty nuch nonthly
regarding a variety of different
I ssues. So he didn't just show up
and say, let ne start addressing the
i ssue now. And so |I'm al so thanking

the | eadership of all the nenbers of
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Stated Meeting

sticking and stayi ng together.

| remenber Rue | ast week
said, after we passed out the |ICE
bill that | think you said, | felt
nmy inner activist or activism which
| think you were referring to when |
tal k about, this is an activist
Counci | who has no probl em speaki ng
truth to power on behalf of those on
nost in need. And so continue to
keep fighting the good fight. W'II
see what happens this evening. But
there is a path forward and we
continue to keep advocating on
what's in the best interest of our
children here in the city of
Phi | adel phi a.

And w th that being said,
the Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
| sai ah Thomas for a notion to
adj our n.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:
Thank you, Council President. |

nove that Council stands adj ourned
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Stated Meeting

until Thursday, May 7th, 2026 at
10: 00 a. m

COUNCI LMEMBER:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that Council stand
adj ourned until Thursday, My 7th,
2026 at 10: 00 a.m

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Anyone opposed? The ayes have it.
The notion carries. Thank you all
very nmuch.

(Stated neeting concluded 2:30 p.m)
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| hereby certify that the proceedi ngs and
evi dence are contained fully and accurately in the
notes taken by ne of the above case, and this copy is a

correct transcript of the sane.

Sananda J. Ros

Samanda J. Rios
Court Reporter
Notary Public of PA & DE

(The foregoing certification of this
transcri pt does not apply to any reproduction of the
sane by any neans unl ess under the direct control

and/ or supervision of the certifying reporter.)
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