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COUNCI L OF THE CI TY OF PH LADELPH A

COWM TTEE ON PUBLI C PROPERTY AND PUBLI C WORKS

Cty Hall, Room 400

Phi | adel phi a, Pennsyl vani a

Thur sday, April 24, 2025
1:00 p.m

PRESENT:

CHAI RWOVAN QUETCY M LQOZADA
VI CE CHAI R MARK SQUI LLA
COUNCI LMAN M CHAEL DRI SCOLL
COUNCI LMAN JI M HARRI TY
COUNCI LMAN JEFFREY YOUNG, JR

G ANNA LEE, derk
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PROCEEDI NGS

CHAI R LOZADA: Good
af t ernoon, everyone.

Vel come to the Gty of
Phi | adel phia Conm ttee on Public
Property and Public Wrks. | now
note that the tine has cone. WII
the clerk please call the roll and
take attendance. Menbers that are
present, please indicate that you're
here by saying aye when your nane is
cal | ed.

(Short pause.)

Good afternoon, everyone.

Vel come to Phil adel phia
City Council's Commttee on Public
Property and Public Works. | now
note that the tine has cone.

Madam C erk, woul d you
pl ease call the roll? Menbers that
are in attendance, please indicate
that you are present by saying aye

when your nane is called.
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THE CLERK: Chair Lozada?
CHAI R LOZADA: Present.
THE CLERK: Vice Chair

Squi |l I a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Present.

THE CLERK:  COUNCI LMAN
Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Present.

THE CLERK: COUNCI LMAN
Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Present.

THE CLERK:  COUNCI LMAN
Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG Present.
CHAIR LOZADA: | note for
the record that a quorumfor this
commttee is present and this
hearing is now called to order.
This is a hearing for

public -- a public hearing for the
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Comm ttee of Public Property and
Public Works regarding Bill Nos.
240581, 250067, 250068, 250149,
240750 and 250323.

WIl the clerk please cal
-- please read the title of the
bills on the agenda for today.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
240581, introduced by COUNCI LMAN
Jones, titled an Ordi nance Formal |y
Renam ng the Overbrook Park Branch
Li brary, | ocated at 7422 Haverford
Avenue, Phil adel phia, PA 19151, as
the Robert A Brady Library to honor
t he dedi cation and service of forner
United States Congressnman and Chair
of the Phil adel phia Denocratic
Party, the Honorabl e Robert A
Br ady.

And Bill No. 250067,
I ntroduced by COUNCI LMAN O Neil |,
titled an Ordinance Authorizing the

Conmm ssi oner of Public Property on
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behal f of the city to acquire from
t he Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vania a
perpetual right and easenent on,
over and across a certain tract of
| and at the intersection of
Sout hanpt on Road and Roosevel t
Boul evard for roadway and rel at ed
i nprovenents, under certain terns
and condi tions.

And Bill No. 250068,
I ntroduced by Councilman O Neill,
titled an Ordinance Authorizing the
Conmm ssi oner of Public Property and
the Streets Conmm ssioner, on behalf
of the city to own and maintain a
bridge to be constructed by the
Pennsyl vani a Departnent of
Transportation, also known as
PennDOT, to carry Byberry Road over
certain railroad tracks between
Evans Street and Wrt hi ngt on Road,
and placing said bridge carrying

Byberry Road on the city plan
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pursuant to the terns of an
agreenent between the city and
PennDOT, all under certain terns and
condi ti on.

And Bill No. 250149,
i ntroduced by COUNCI LMAN Driscoll,
titled an ordinance authorizing the
Comm ssi oner of Public Property on
behal f of the city to acquire fee,
title or lesser real estate
interest, including a | easehol d
estate for all or portion of the
prem ses bounded by State Road, the
Penny Pack Creek, the Del aware River
and fornmer Hartle Avenue to enter
into a | ease or subl ease agreenent
wi th the Phil adel phia Authority for
I ndustrial Devel opnent at said
prem ses for the devel opnent of a
facility to enter into an
I ntergovernnental with Paid for the
devel opnment of the facility, and to

take title to the conpleted facility
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fromPaid, all under certain terns
and condi ti ons.

And Bill No. 240750
i ntroduced by Counci |l woman Bass,
titled an ordi nance renam ng and
designating the property comonly
referred to as the Water View
Recreation Center, |ocated at 5826
McMahon Street as the Donna Reed
MIler Recreation Center. 1In the
Cty of Phil adel phi a.

And Bill No. 250323
i ntroduced by Counci | woman Gaut hi er
on behal f of Council President
Kenyatta Johnson, titled an
ordi nance aut hori zing the
Comm ssi oner of Public Property on
behal f of the Gty of Phil adel phia
to intern to a subl ease agreenent
wi th the Phil adel phia Authority for
I ndustrial Devel opnent for use by
the Gty of premises |ocated at 4101
Mar ket Street Phil adel phia, PA,
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under certain terns and conditions.

There are no further bills
bei ng heard today, Madam Chair.

CHAI R LOZADA: Thank you.
WIIl the clerk please call the first
witness to testify on Bill No.
2405817

THE CLERK: The first
witness to testify on this bil
today is Kelly Richards, the
Presi dent of the Free Library of
Phi | adel phia. However, she is not
present today and would like to
submt her testinony for the record.

CHAI R LOZADA: Thank you.
Are there -- although the witness is
not here to testify, are there any
comments or -- fromthe nenbers of
this commttee?

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Thank
you, Chairworman. Counci | man
Harrity. 1'd like to speak in
support of 240581, renam ng the
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library after Congressman Brady.

You know, |'ve been working with
congressnman for 35 years a | ong,
long time. And I'mjust so happy to
see that we're going to honor him
with this library namng while he's
still here to get his flowers.

You know, it's no secret
that he's |ike another father to ne,
one of my nentors, 35 years we spent
together. So |I'mjust honored, |
was one of the co-sponsors on this
and just honored that we're finally
going to do sonething like this for
hi m

CHAI R LOZADA: Thank you.
The Chair recogni zes COUNCI LMAN
Driscol I.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Thank
you, Madam Chair. |, too, |ike
Councilman Harrity, just thrilled
that that we're honoring Congressnman

Brady, Chairnman Brady. And we've
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saw what he's done in his public
career. But we've w tnessed, Jimmy
and | have w tnessed behind the
scenes, you know, the negotiations
he did to get |abor contracts
satisfied. And we've just marvel ed
at himand he just never, never
wants to thank you.

And so he didn't ask for
this. W're going to bestowthis to
himif it passes and we hope it
does. And so | was just thrilled to
be a supporter of this bill.

CHAI R LOZADA: Thank you so
much. Are there other nenbers? The
Chair recogni zes COUNCI LMAN Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, Madam Chair. | just want to
echo the sentinments of ny
col | eagues. You know, Chairnman
Brady has done a lot for this city.
Being a ward |l eader in this

particular area as well. So | just
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think it's, you know, it's only
right that we honor him You want
to give folks their flowers while
they can still snmell them and |
think that this is the perfect
opportunity to honor and recogni ze
the service that everybody has done
for our city.

CHAI R LOZADA: Thank you.

| just echo in on what
everyone el se said.

Are there other nenbers or
Is there anyone else in this chanber
that would |ike to nmake a coment
regarding Bill No. 2405817

There being none. WII the

clerk please call the next -- the
first wtness to testify on Bill No.
25000677

THE CLERK: Richard
Mont anez, Deputy Comm ssioner of
Transportation to the Departnent of

Streets will be testifying on this
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bill today.

CHAI R LOZADA: (Good
afternoon. State your nane for the
record and begin with your
testi nony.

COW SSI ONER MONTANEZ:

Good afternoon, Chairman
Lozada, nenbers of the Public
Property Commttee. M nane is
Ri chard Montanez. | amthe Deputy
Conmm ssi oner of Transportation for
t he Departnent of Streets.

|'"'mhere to offer testinony
on Bill No. 250067 introduced by
Councilman O Neill. This bil
aut hori zes the Conmm ssi oner of
Public Property to accept on behalf
of the Gty of Philadel phia a right-
of -way easenent in the intersection
of Sout hanpt on Road and Roosevelt
Boul evard fromthe Commonweal t h of
Pennsyl vani a, acting through its

Depart nent of Conservation and
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Nat ural Resour ces.

Roosevelt Boulevard is a
state owned hi ghway t he above
reference intersection is |ocated
wi thin Benjam n Rush State ParKk.
The easenent area is approxi mtely
14, 318 square feet.

The city will purchase the
right of way easenent for $1.00.
The city will maintain the easenent
area and provide for and nmaintain
traffic i nprovenents within the
easenent area.

By way of background, a
| ar ge scal e devel opnent project wll
be constructed adjacent to Benjamn
Rush Park, requiring revisions to
the line and grades of Southanpton
Road at its intersection with
Roosevel t Boul evard. As a result of
t he devel opnent project and streets
revision, traffic safety

i nprovenents will be needed to be
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constructed and installed within the
i ntersection.

Pursuant to the passage of
this bill an execution of the Roe
Easenment Agreenent, the Commonweal th
has agreed to transfer to the city
of Phil adel phia a right-of -way
easenent to allowthe city to
construct and maintain traffic
I nprovenents w thin Roosevelt
Boul evard.

The Departnment of Streets
and the Departnent of Public
Property Support Bill No. 250067 and
ask for your approval. W also
request a suspension of the rules to
allow the first reading at the next
sessi on of Council.

Thi s concl udes ny
testinmony. |'Il be happy to answer
any questions you have.

CHAI R LOZADA: Thank you so

much. Before | open it up for
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questions to ny coll eagues or
menbers of this conmttee, | have a
few questions.

What is the specific --
what specific roadway and pedestrian
wal kway i nprovenents are planned for
this intersection? How would they
enhance traffic flow and safety?

COW SSI ONER MONTANEZ:  So
Sout hanpt on Road was identified when
the city and the state did a
pl anni ng study under the Tiger
grants by the federal governnent.
What we're planning to do here is
what we call the English style left.
So we're going to wi den Sout hanpton
Road on both sides of Roosevelt
Boul evard, allowing us to then
renove what we feel is a conflict of
the left turning lanes. And it wl|
be simlar to what we call an
English style left turn.

So it is going to be new,
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it is one of the identifying
projects we chose when we did the
study. And we were fortunate enough
to be able to do this by using

devel oper doll ars.

CHAI R LOZADA: And you've
wor ked cl ose enough with ne over the
course of the years to know that |
real |y encourage comunity input.
Has t here been any engagenent with
comunity residents to tal k about
this project and the potenti al
inpact that it wll have and what
the tineline is going to be?

COW SSI ONER MONTANEZ:  So
the outreach is over 10 years old
right now It was one of the -- it
was proposed when we first did the
Roosevel t Boul evard -- rethinking
Roosevel t Boul evard, and this
project was identify as one of the
early action projects for 2025. So

we have not gone out to the
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community since we first what, but
we do plan to go back out to the
nei ghboring community to explain
what we're planning to do.

CHAI R LOZADA: Awesone.
Thank you very nuch.

Are there questions from
any nenbers of this conmmttee?

There being none. Thank
you for your testinony today.

WIl the clerk please cal
the next panel to testify on Bil
No. 25000 -- 250068.

THE CLERK: Once agai n,
Ri chard Mont anez, Deputy
Conmmi ssi oner of Transportation for
the Departnent of Streets will be
testifying on this bill today.

COW SSI ONER MONTANEZ:

Good afternoon, Chairman
Lozada and nenbers of the Public
Property Comrittee. M nane is

Ri chard Montanez. | amthe deputy
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Conmi ssi oner of Transportation for
the Departnent of Streets. |'mhere
to offer testinmony on Bill No.
250068, introduced by Council man

O Neill.

This bill authorizes the
Comm ssi oner of Public Property to
accept on behalf of the city of
Phi | adel phi a, ownership of the
Byberry Road Bridge fromthe
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a.

The Byberry Road Bri dge
crosses the tracks of CSX Railroad
in the city of Philadel phia. The
Byberry Road Bridge has deteriorated
and is in serious condition and is
I n need of replacenent.

The Commonweal t h of
Pennsyl vani a therefore intends to
construct at its sole cost a
repl acenent bridge. Upon passage of
this bill and construction of the

repl acenent bridge, the Conmonweal th
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will transfer ownership of the
repl acenent bridge to the city of
Phi | adel phi a pursuant to a bridge
transfer agreenent.

The city will thereafter be
responsi bl e for mai ntenance of the
new Byberry Road Bridge and its
appr oaches.

The Departnent of Streets
and the Departnent of Public
Property support Bill No. 250068 and
ask for your approval. W also
request a suspension of the rules to
allow for the first reading at the
next section of Council.

Thi s concl udes ny
testinony. |'Il be happy to answer
any questi ons.

CHAI R LOZADA: Thank you.
You know I have issues with bridge
closures. | have two currently in
my district. | see the frustration.

| see the challenges that
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communi ties face everyday as a
result of them

Are we -- are we
proactively |l ooking at all of the
bridges in the city? Are we trying
to figure out when they're cl osed,
are we comrunicating with comunity
residents before it becones an
energency situation? How do we
better plan for bridge closures in
communi ti es?

COW SSI ONER MONTANEZ:  So
we currently have a a federal grant
that's allowng us to study all the
bri dges, those especially over key
quarters such as the Nort heast
Antrak corridor, which is comerce
bet ween Washi ngton and New York. At
the sanme tinme, PennDOT has
graciously helped the city. They
are bringing in their consultants,
their trucks, and we're trying to do

a rapid inspection of all the
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bridges within the city of

Phi | adel phia to determ ne the rate
of deterioration, and then to create
a replacenent schedule for them

The current bridge we are
tal ki ng about on Byberry is a
tenporary mlitary Bailey bridge
that the city purchased fromthe
Navy in 1972. Don't quote nme on
that, | was born, but not here yet.
And it is limted to 3 tons.

There are school s right
here and currently we have school
buses crossing this bridge, which we
feel is an unsafe condition.

CHAI R LOZADA: How long is
this project going to take?

COW SSI ONER MONTANEZ:  So
PennDOT has al ready the plans.

We've had nmultiple community
meetings. W' re actually inproving.
We're putting sidewal k, we're

wi deni ng the bridge.
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One of the reasons we were
del ayed in doing all this is because
CSX has asked for us to be able to
rai se the bridge up as in the height
of it as we build it because they
want to put doubl e decker tracks
when they're sending their freight.
So once we had design done we had to
cone back and redesign it to be able
to raise the bridge another 10 feet
in order to be out of there.

CHAI R LOZADA: Thank you.
Are there any questions from nenbers
of the commttee?

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Are we
required to do that? Are we
required to do the ask of CSX?

COW SSI ONER MONTANEZ:

Rai se the bridge?

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Yeah.

COW SSI ONER MONTANEZ: |t
was ordered -- it was required by

t he PUC.
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COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Ckay.
Just asking. Thank you.

CHAI R LOZADA: Are there
any ot her questions from anyone?

There being none. Thank
you for your testinony on Bill No.
250068.

WIlIl the clerk please cal
the next witness to testify on Bill
No. 250149?

THE CLERK: The w tness
here to testify on this bill is
Aparna Pal atino, Director of the
Capital Program Ofice of the city
of Phi | adel phi a.

CHAI R LOZADA: Thank you
for being with us this afternoon.
Pl ease state your nane for the
record and begin with your
testi nony.

Dl RECTOR PALATI NG  Good
af t ernoon, Council person Lozada and

menbers of the Commttee on Public
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Property and Public Wrks. M nane
I's Aparna Pal antino, and I'mthe
Director of the Capital Program
Ofice for the city of Phil adel phi a.
I'"'mhere today to testify in support
of . Bill No. 250149, sponsored by
COUNCI LMAN Dri scol |

Bill No. 250149 will allow
the Gty of Philadel phia to enter
into a | ease or subl ease agreenent
with the Phil adel phia Authority for
I ndustrial Devel opnent at said
prem ses for the devel opnent of a
facility to enter into an
i nt ergovernnental agreenent with
Paid for the devel opnent of the
facility and to take title to the
conpleted facility from Paid, al
under certain terns and conditions.

The ordi nance introduced in
conjunction with the Mayor's office
allows for construction and ongoi ng

renovations to the Riverview
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Wel I ness Village, |ocated on the
grounds of the prison conplex in the
Hol mesbur g section of Northeast

Phi | adel phi a.

The new Wl |l ness Vill age
facility will ultimtely be
permtted to have up to 340 beds to
serve those who are com ng out of
I n-patient treatnent prograns and
wi Il provide themw th housing,
heal t hcare, job counseling and ot her
servi ces.

Council man Driscoll in
whose district this facility is
| ocated is supportive of this
| egi slation. The Capital Program
O fice supports this neasure, and
accordingly, | respectfully request
that Cty Council approve Bill No.
250149.

' m al so requesting a
suspension of the rules to allow for

first reading at the next session of
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Counci | .

Thank you. [|'d be happy to
answer any questions you may have
about this ordinance.

CHAI R LOZADA: Thank you
for your testinony. Are there any
qguesti ons on behal f of the
comm ttee?

There being none. Thank
you. Have a good afternoon.

DI RECTOR PALATI NO.  Thank
you.

CHAI R LOZADA: WII the
clerk please call -- is there anyone
el se in the chanber that is here to
testify on this bill?

WIIl the clerk please cal
the first witness to testify on Bil
No. 2407507

THE CLERK: Susan S| awson,
Comm ssi oner of the Departnent of
Parks and Recreation wll be

testifying on this bill. However,
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she is not here today and would |ike
her testinmony witten -- | nean,
subm tted for the record.

CHAI R LOZADA: |Is there any
conmments that need to be nade on
behal f of this Commttee for Bil
No. 2407507?

We'll note for the record
t hat Conmm ssi oner Sl awson has
submtted her testinony in witing.
There being no other witnesses to
testify on Bill No. 240750, will the
clerk please call the first wtness
to testify on Bill No. 2503237

THE CLERK: Joseph Brasky,
Conmm ssi oner of Public Property,
will be testifying on this bil
t oday.

CHAI R LOZADA: Good
afternoon. Thank you for being with
us. Please state your nane for the
record and begin with your

testi nony.
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COMM SSI ONER BRASKY:  (Good
afternoon, Chair Lozada and nenbers
of the Commttee of Public Property
and Public Works. M nane is Joe
Brasky, Conm ssioner of Public
Property. |'mhere today to testify
in support of Bill No. 250323
aut hori zi ng the Departnent of Public
Property on behalf of the city of
Phi | adel phia to enter into a
subl ease agreenent w th Phil adel phia
Aut hority Industrial Devel opnent for
use by the city for all or a portion
of the prem ses |ocated at 4101
Mar ket Street, under certain terns
and condi tions.

As you may know, the city's
current Forensic Science Center is
| ocated at 8th and Poplar Streets
and contains a DNA lab for hair,
bl ood, fiber, shooting range,
bal listics analysis and chem stry

| ab for drug anal ysis.
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Unfortunately the current
facility, which has been built in
1920s and renovated in two 2006 is
al nost at capacity and i s expected
to require specialized structural
repairs and ot her significant
i nprovenents over the next decade
just to remmi n operational.

As such, Public Property
and PI DC under the direction of the
MDO s office released an RFP duri ng
the summer of 2023 to explore al
avai |l abl e opportunities in hopes to
potentially addressing PPD s need
for updated forensics lab facility.

Built in 2023, near sone of
t he Phil adel phia's nost notable
academ c and scientific centers,
4101 Market Street offers a life
sci ence enabl ed buil di ng
i nfrastructure and ot her nodern
bui | di ng qualities considered ideal

for construction of a new | aboratory

Page 29

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on Public Property- Public Wrks
04/ 24/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

space.

The bui |l di ng was desi gned
W th enphasis on energy reduction
and environnental inpact with the
goal of providing a cleaner,
heal t hi er and nore productive work
envi ronment for future enpl oyees.

Havi ng al ready received
Leed Plati numand Well Plati num
certifications, this building brings
the latest state-of-the-art
anenities, including a rooftop park
to inprove air quality, conserve
energy and reduce storm water
runof f.

The focus on sustainability
and wel | ness during the design phase
not only creates an overall work
environnment that is expected to be
very attractive for hiring purposes,
but al so includes efficient building
systens that will significantly

| oner the city's operating and
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mai nt enance costs.

4101 Market Street brings
the latest in design and
construction standards and is
equi pped to provide PPD with the
nodern resources the departnment has
been patiently waiting for and t hat
they are currently -- that their
current facility cannot provide.

The Departnent of Public
Property supports this neasure, and
accordingly, | respectfully ask that
Cty Council approved Bill 250323.

Thank you and I wll be
happy to answer any questions you
may have.

CHAI R LOZADA: Thank you
for your testinony. Are there any
questions on behal f of the
comm ttee?

The Chair recogni zes
COUNCI LMAN Young?

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG It's not
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a question, but just nore of a
statenment about this particular |ab.
This is sonething that is well
overdue. You know, there is one
currently located in ny district in
the 5th District and I do think that
maki ng sure that we have, you know,
21st century anenities is something
that is inperative for our city. So
I"mjust, you know, excited that
this is finally noving forward. So
| just want to put That on the
record.

COW SSI ONER BRASKY:  Thank
you. Appreciate it.

CHAI R LOZADA: Thank you so
much. Thank you for your testinony.
Is there any question? Thank you.
Thank you for being with us today.

COW SSI ONER BRASKY: Have
a great day.

CHAI R LOZADA: Thank you.

Is there anyone in this chanber that
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would like to testify on any of the
bills that we have heard today?

There being none, this
hearing -- we will now transition to
public comrent.

WIl the clerk please cal
any nenbers of the public present
for cooment on any of the bills
heard today?

THE CLERK: There are no
speakers on the public coment |ist
t oday, Madam Chair.

CHAI R LOZADA: Thank you.
Thi s concl udes the hearing and we
will go into a public neeting.

W will now convene the
public neeting to consider the
action to be taken on the bills
before this commttee today.

WIIl the clerk please cal
the roll with nmenbers of this
commttee and will you pl ease

acknow edge your presence when your
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nane i s call ed.

THE CLERK: Chair Lozada.
CHAI R LOZADA: Present.
THE CLERK: Counci | man

Driscoll. Sorry. Council man
Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Aye.

THE CLERK: Counci | man
Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Present.

THE CLERK: Counci | man
Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG Present.

THE CLERK: Vice Chair
Squi l I a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Present.

CHAI R LOZADA: Thank you.
I will now note for the record that
a quorumfor this commttee is
present. The Chair recognizes

Council man Squilla for a notion on
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all of the bills heard today.

Bill No. 240581, 250067,
250068, 250149, 240750, 250323.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you. Thank you, Madam Chair. | nove
that Bill Nos. 240581, 250067,
250068, 250149, 240750 and 250323 be
reported fromthis conmttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on and further
nove that the rules of Council be
suspended to submt the first
reading of this bill at the next
session to Council.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Second.

CHAI R LOZADA: It has been
noved and properly second that al
of the bills read into the record be
reported fromthis conmttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on and further
noved that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading of

all of these bills at the next
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sessi on of Council.
Al those in favor signify

by saying aye. Those opposed? The

ayes have it and the notion carries.

There being no further
guestions from nmenbers of this
commttee and no further w tnesses
to testify, this concludes the
busi ness before this Conmttee on
Public Wrks and Public Property.

Thank you all for being
with us today and for your

attendance. Have a good afternoon.

Wor ks concl uded at 2:00 p.m)
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