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COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
Rl CHARDSON: Good afternoon. Before
we begin the public hearing, | wll
make the foll ow ng announcenent:
City Council Commttees are currently
meeting renotely. W are using
M crosoft Teanms to make these renote
heari ngs possi bl e.

Instructions for how the
public may view and offer public
testinony at public hearings of
Council Comm ttees are included in
the public hearing notices that are
published in the Daily News, |nquirer
and Legal Intelligencer prior to the
heari ngs and can al so be found on
PHLCouncil.com | now note that the
hour has cone.

Ms. Alford, will you please
call the roll to take attendance.
Menbers that are in attendance w |
pl ease i ndicate that you are present
when your nane is called. Also,

pl ease say a few brief words when
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respondi ng so that your image will be
di spl ayed on screen when you speak.

THE CLERK: Counci |l menber

Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Good
afternoon. | ampresent. Thank you
very much.

THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: Good
af ternoon, view ng public and
col | eagues and Chai rwoman G | nore
Ri chardson. |'m present.
THE CLERK: Council President
d arke.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Good afternoon, Madam Chair
Present.
THE CLERK: Vice-Chair Jones.
COUNCI LMAN JONES: Good
af t ernoon, Madam Chair, coll eagues.
| am present.
THE CLERK: And, Chair G| nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
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RI CHARDSON: | am present. Thank
you. A quorumof the Commttee is
present and this hearing is now
called to order. This is the public
hearing on the Commttee of Law and
Governnent regarding Bill No. 230740
and Resolution No. 230750. For the
record, Bill No. 230546 and
Resol ution No. 230553 will not be
heard in this hearing at the request
of the bill and resol ution sponsor.
Ms. Alford, will you pl ease
read the title of the bill and
resol ution.
THE CLERK: Bill No. 230740,
an ordi nance providing for the
subm ssion to the qualified electors
of the Gty of Philadel phia of the
proposal set forth in a resolution
approved by Council proposing an
anmendnent to the Phil adel phia Hone
Rul e Charter to provide for
i ndemmi fi cati on and defense by the
City in connection with clains made

agai nst any regi stered community
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organi zation arising directly out of
the awful participation by such an
organi zation in zoning matters and
rel ated use | and use process; and
aut hori zing the appropriate officers
to publish notice and to nake
arrangenents for the special

el ection.

And Resol ution 230750, a
resol uti on proposi ng an anendnent to
The Phil adel phia Hone Rule Charter to
provi de for indemification and
defense by the Gty in connection
wi th clains nade agai nst any
regi stered community organi zation
arising directly out of the |awf ul
participation by such an organi zation
in zoning matters and rel ated | and
use process; and providing for the
subm ssion of the anmendnent to the
el ectors of Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Before we
begin to hear testinony fromthe

wi t nesses we have for today, everyone
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who has been invited to the neeting
to testify should be aware that this
public hearing is being recorded.
Because the hearing is public,
participants and viewers have no
reasonabl e expectation of privacy.

By continuing to be in the neeting,
you are consenting to being recorded.

Additionally, prior to
recogni zi ng Menbers for the questions
or comments they have for w tnesses,

I wll note for the record at this
time that we will use the chat
feature available in Mcrosoft Teans
to all ow Council nmenbers to signify
that they wish to be recognized. 1In
order to conply with the Sunshine
Act, the chat feature nust only be
used for this purpose.

Prior to hearing testinony on
this bill and resolution, 1'd like to
recogni ze our Council President
Cl arke, the sponsor of this
| egi sl ation for comments. CP.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
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Thank you. Thank you, Madam Chair.
Madam Chai r, thank you very nuch.

I'd like to say that the
co- sponsors Council man Jones and
Counci |l man Squilla sat down and had a
conversation about this. Actually
Counci I man Jones and Counci | man
Squilla had introduced prior
| egislation to give support to the
RCGs, which were required to be
establ i shed by an action by the Cty
Counci | of Phil adel phi a.

One of the issues had to do
wth the fact that it was to sone
degree an unfunded and unsupported
mandat e, what we traditionally accuse
the state of Pennsylvania doing to
the Gty of Philadel phia. Meaning,
that while we require that the RCOs
participate in any zoning variance
request by virtue of hosting a
meeting and all the other aspects of
that, notifying residents of the
neeting, we don't give them any

support. W don't give them noney
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for flyers. W don't give them noney
for the use of the space. And nost

i nportantly, we don't provide any
protections in the event that -- and
it rarely happens, that a particul ar
applicant cones after that particul ar
RCO wth sonme sort of litigation.

So as a result of that, the
earlier versions by Squilla and Jones
and prior to that, actually then
Counci | man Bobby Henon attenpted to
put sone noney aside for insurance
were actually passed by this Gty
Counci |l but unfortunately was never
enacted by the Adm nistration, which
| guess from whatever perspective was
their right to do.

So the conversation that we
had, been talking to the Law
Departnent and our staff,

M. Christnmas, we thought it was a
nore appropriate way to proceed tying
in the Law Departnent that represents
the Gty of Philadel phia equally as

it relates to Council and the Mayor
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and all the other departnents be a
real participant in this. So this

| egi slation that was crafted if voted
on by the Mayor and obvi ously passed
by Council woul d authorize the Law
Departnent to establish regul ations
next year that would allow | evel s of
support and indemification for that.
There were RCOs that foll owed the
appropriate regulations that are in
conpliance with the RCO established
regs and that are hit wth sone
litigation by a devel oper or an
applicant, and particularly as it
relates to their nonsupport of a
project, which is their right.

So we hope in talking to
menbers of the RCO community and
talking to -- and | think we w ||
have testinony, a representative from
the BI A, because we believe that we
shoul d get a consensus around this.
We had cone up with a reasonabl e
approach for having the appropriate

support and indemification on this
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particular nmatter.

| believe that next year there
wi || be additional conversations that
you all will be having because | wll
not be here in this particular
capacity about the broader
inplications as it relates to our
ability to nove projects al ong, but
provi de the appropriate resources and
al so have a transparent process both
fromthe devel opnment comrunity and
fromthe RCO community, and nore
inportantly for the residents of the
Cty of Phil adel phi a.

So with that, we request the
support by the nenbers of this
Conmittee as it relates to our
ability to put this on the ballot and
next year's primary election. So
t hank you.

Thank you, Madam Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you,
Council President. Thank you for

your great work on continuing this
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I ssue for our RCCs. | know that it's
been an inportant issue, really a

I i ghtening-rod i ssue for many of them
over the past several years. But |
woul d just respectfully request that
you pl ease stop rem ndi ng us about
this clock w nding down and you not
being with us next year. We wl|
certainly mss your institutional
knowl edge and all the great work that
you bring to this body.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Madam Chair. | will not
change ny phone nunber, so |I'ma
phone cal |l away.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you, CP. You know
we wll use it.

Al right. | also want to
acknow edge any other nenbers from
the Committee for remarks prior to
recogni zing the first panel.

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Seei ng none, for
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the record | do want to notate that
we do have comments that have been
provided in witing fromthe

Adm nistration. That information has
been circulated to all nenbers of
this Commttee.

Ms. Alford, will you please
call the first panel we have to
testify this afternoon on Bill No.
230740 and Resol ution 230750.

THE CLERK: Catherine Bl unt,
Joe Schiavo and Gary Jonas.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Good afternoon. Are you
all connected and ready to proceed?

MR, SCH AVO | am

MR. JONAS: | amready as
wel | .

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Excellent, Gary.
And do we have Catherine Bl unt?

THE CLERK: |'m not seeing her
in the chat, Councilwoman. Let ne
| ook into that and naybe we can start

wth M. Schiavo.
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COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Sure. So we'll start
wth M. Schiavo and then M. Jonas
while we attenpt to connect Catherine
Bl unt .

Pl ease state your nane for the
record and proceed with your
testinony, M. Schiavo.

MR. SCHIAVO M nane is Joe
Schiavo. | reside at 155 North 3rd
Street in Philadel phia. Good
afternoon, Commttee nenbers and
Counci | renbers. | thank you for the
opportunity to coment on the bill.
And first, I wsh to thank Counci l
President Cl arke for his |eadership
in bringing the bill forward for your
consi deration and further, | wish to
commend Counci | nenber C arke and
t hose anong you who support this
action for taking the step to bring
this issue to the public as a ball ot
guestion, trusting the citizens of
Phi | adel phia to decide the matter.

| knowit's a difficult
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matter, but certainly it's a bill |
support. And | believe that should
this nove forward and be deci ded
affirmatively by the electors, it

will level the playing field for al
Phi | adel phia's communities, wealthy
and those less well off relative to
def endi ng the good work done by those
community volunteers participating in
the Gty's RCO process, in the public
(i naudi bl €) zoni ng vari ance and
speci al exception process.

One of the things that as |
read the bill and it's sinple, it's
straightforward but in ny view, this
bill, this action will result in a
general deterrent, deterrent agai nst
those who m ght otherw se bring
frivolous |lawsuits or SLAPP suits
agai nst RCOs that participate in the
process. Those SLAPP suits of course
are weaponi zing a |l egal system and
it's perpetrated by those who intend
to do harmmaliciously to the

vol unt eer conmunity nenbers that
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participate in this process, and
they' re doing that work sinply to
hel p the community be represented in
the process to participate in the
denocratic process that a hearing
shoul d represent.

But SLAPP suits, they're a
mal i ci ous device. But the harm done
i s shoul dered only by the defendant
in the matter. No harmis done to
the party that brings the SLAPP suit.
No matter how quickly they drop it or
the case is dism ssed, the harmis
al ready done because the RCO i s
forced to defend thensel ves. \Wether
t hey have insurance or not, there
wi || be out-of-pocket expenses and
then further they may | ose their
liability insurance going forward.

And further, if they do stay
I n business and they are able to get
liability insurance, it will be at a
much hi gher expense than it woul d be
if they weren't subject to such

suits. So it seens to nme extrenely
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inportant that if the Phil adel phia
Law Departnent is going to defend the
citizens of Philadel phia who do this
wor kK under the RCO regul ati ons,
that's a natural deterrent.

Everyone who m ght bring a
| awsuit suddenly realizes that the
party they're bringing the suit
against is going to be represented.
They are going to be able to defend
thensel ves. They're going to have a
chance and it will deter the suits
because that's the core sol ution.
The core solution is deterring the
suit because once the suit's
initiated, the harmis done. So |
think that this goes a | ong way
toward that and that's one of the
reasons -- well, it's key reason that
| support this action.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Wel |, thank you. Thank
you, M. Schiavo, for your testinony.

Prior to recogni zi ng our

second witness, | wanted to pause to
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recogni ze our Vice-Chair
Counci | menber Jones for comments.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Madam
Chair, I'd like to withhold ny
coments until after the nenbers of
the panel testify.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Oh, okay. Thank you so
much, Vi ce-Chair Jones.

M. Jonas, are you connected
and ready to proceed with your
testinony? You can state your nane
for the record and proceed.

MR. JONAS: Sure. M nane is
Gary Jonas. Can you guys hear ne
okay?

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Yes, we can hear you.

MR JONAS: Awesone. Thank
you. | serve as President of the
Bui | di ng I ndustry Associ ati on of
Phi | adel phia. The BIA is a trade
associ ation of nostly residential
devel opers wor ki ng t hroughout

Phi | adel phia. And | want to thank
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Chair G lnore Richardson and the rest
of the Commttee for allowng us to
provi de testinony.

The Council President
i ntroduced Bill No. 230740 and
Resol uti on No. 230540 to anend the
Home Rule Charter to create a
city-run program where registered
communi ty organi zati ons woul d be
identified against |lawsuits from
devel opers as a result of the RCO
fulfilling its requirenents under the
current zoning code. This is a
response to several recent incidents
of SLAPPs, Strategic Lawsuits Agai nst
Public Participation, where a
devel oper creates legal action with
the intent purpose of punishing the
RCO beyond its financi al
capabilities.

The Bl A believes that the
devel opnent process should be a
denocratic one invol ving devel opers
acting in good faith with the

community and its el ected officials,
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and we condemm any devel oper who
seeks to silence or punish RCCs
nerely for engaging in the Gty's
zoning process. Creating a city
process for indemifying RCOs for
such actions is a commobnsense
response to these SLAPP | awsuits and
Is a reasonabl e next step fromCity
Council, you know, fromwhen City
Counci | created the RCO engagenent
process in 2012.

The Bl A did ask that the
Charter change in its subsequent
enabl i ng regul ati ons be nore specific
to ensure that it only apply to
def endi ng those RCOs who are
following all the required rules for
the process. Indemifying RCOs
against third party |lawsuits nakes
sense as long as it doesn't encourage
RCOs to use the process to appeal
every project or prevent reasonable
devel opnent s.

The proposed anendnent is only

triggered by a third party |awsuit,
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devel oper or anyone el se resulting
fromthe legal participation in the
zoni ng variance process. Wiile it's
fair and bal anced, we ask that the
Law Departnent draft regulations to
address any potential malicious
intent as well.

Finally, the BI A hopes that
this Charter change is nerely the
first step in the conversation
regardi ng broader reforns for
stream i ni ng and standardi zi ng the
RCO process. As the Gty Counci
Presi dent was recently quoted, "the
rul es governing RCOs shoul d be
revised to ensure nore accountability
and transparency." The BI A hopes to
work with the new Adm ni stration and
new Council to inplenment nore
commonsense reforns to ensure the
zoni ng process works for all
st akehol ders.

In conclusion, we at the BI A
endorse this Charter change proposa

fromthe Cty Council President, and
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we thank himfor working to engage
all stakehol ders in conversation, and
we're really thankful that we are
able to be part of the conversation.
And in the end, we really hope that
this hopes to address exactly what
it's intended to do. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you,
M. Jonas, for your testinony and for
the work of BIA working with the
bill's sponsor and al so the Law
Depart nent.

I now recogni ze Vice-Chair
Jones for comments.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
Madam Chai r .

| just want to commend the
author of this bill, President
C arke, and all the people and
st akehol ders that participated inits
nmol di ng anmendnents and crafting, so
that was a win-win scenario for
Phi | adel phia. | had an opportunity

to sit at the table, watch sone of
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t he concerns be raised and addressed
and people conme to consensus on this
|l egislation. And this is a
prototypi cal way that public policy
shoul d happen. And I want to thank
all those who are a part of making
t hat happen.
Thank you, Madam Chair.
COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you, Vice-Chair
Jones.
Ms. Alford, is Ms. Blunt
connected and ready to proceed --
THE CLERK: We're working on
getting her brought in via phone.
She was havi ng sone issue with Teans.
City Council Support Team are
we able to connect with Ms. Blunt?
COUNCI L TECH SUPPORT: |I'm
bringing her in now.
THE CLERK: Thank you.
COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Excellent. W
will hear fromMs. Blunt. And then

after that, | will recognize any
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nmenbers of the Commttee for any
questions or comments for this entire
panel .

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. So we will
continue to try to connect M. Bl unt
to this hearing.

Wil e doing that we will now
proceed with any questions or
comments from nmenbers of this
Commttee for this panel -- there's
Ms. Blunt. Excellent.

So, Ms. Blunt, | see that you
are now connected. | hope that you
are ready to proceed with your
testinony. Please state your nane
for the record and then proceed with
your testinony.

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

RI CHARDSON: Ms. Bl unt?
(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE

RI CHARDSON:  Ms. Blunt?
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COUNCI L TECH SUPPORT: She had
| eft and back again. | got her
agai n.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  You got her again?

She's not on the screen -- okay,
t here she is.

Ms. Blunt, you have to cone
off nute. W cannot hear you.

M5. BLUNT: Thank --

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Now, we can hear you.

M5. BLUNT: -- you. This has
been an interesting acquai ntance with
M crosoft Teans.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Yes, ma'am

M5. BLUNT: | will just say
t hat .

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: State your nane for the
record. Ckay.

M5. BLUNT: My nane is
Cat herine Blunt and good afternoon,

Chairman -- Chairwonman G | nore
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Ri chardson and Vi ce-Chair Council man
Jones and nenbers of the Law and
Governnent Conmttee. My nane is
Catherine Blunt and | amthe Co-Chair
of the 46th Ward Denocratic Executive
Commttee RCO | am here
representing nyself and ot her
concerned nmenbers of RCOs to speak in
favor of bill -- of Resolution
230750, legislation providing for the
i ndemmi fication of RCOs as they
execute their role as comunity
representatives as defined by RCO
ZBA regul ati ons.

W are largely comunity
menbers, workers and retired workers
vol unteering our tinme and effort to
provi de representation for our
communi ties, especially since 2012
when it becane evident that
| ar ge-scal e devel opnent was proposed
or slated for our neighborhoods. It
is now cl ear as devel opers have sued
or attenpted to sue RCGOs fulfilling

their responsibilities, we are
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per haps continual |y but
uni ntentional ly placing oursel ves and
our famlies in jeopardy.

To be nore specific regarding
this concern, that was expressed in a
Sept ember 29, 2017 bl og by
Phi | adel phia 3.0, a Phil adel phia
political organization stated
m ssion -- whose stated missionis to
reformand nodernize Gty Hal
t hrough the candidates it supports.
And even though | do not necessarily
endorse that mssion as it is
envi sioned, | do agree with their
well -written and truthful statenent
regarding the indemification of
RCCs.

There's sonme frustrati on out
there that the City essentially
deputi zes the citizen vol unteer
groups as quasi governnent entities
to conduct an activity that puts them
at risk of getting sued. But then
does not -- does nothing to protect

themfromtheir personal liability.
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After all, if people do this work
wi t hout D&O i nsurance and get sued,
their personal property could be on
the Iine.

Resol uti on 230750 corrects
that oversight that the Gty and ZBA
RCO process has not addressed
regarding the extension of their
services, City services, to
nei ghbor hoods t hrough RCO vol unt eers.
This tinme has conme for you to protect
me and all the other volunteers who
wor k on behal f of our Gty and our
nei ghbors to provide Philly residents
the opportunity to have a voice in
matters pertaining to zoning
regul ati ons governi ng the devel opnent
or overdevel opnent of their Gty and
t heir nei ghbor hoods.

| ask that you assist us in
this vol unteer work by endorsing and
are favorably voting out of Commttee
Resol uti on 230750, which provides
I ndemmi fication for RCOs and its

menbers. Thank you.
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COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you so
much, Ms. Blunt, for your testinony
and for joining us today in your
experience with Teans. W are
certainly appreciative of you. Ckay.

M5. BLUNT: Thank you. Al
right. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Yes, nma'am Thank you.

For the nenbers of this
Conm ttee, are there any questions or
comments for Panel 1?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

RI CHARDSON:  Seei ng none,

M. Schiavo, your hand is raised.

Pl ease state your nane for the record
and proceed with your conments.

MR. SCHI AVO Joe Schi avo and
| apol ogi ze for neglecting to include
this inny first conment. But | do
believe that the bill may be
i nproved. If included special

exceptions as a process in addition
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to the zoning variance process that's
currently itemzed in the bill, and
the reason | say this is of course
speci al exceptions al so go before the
Zoni ng Board of Adjustnent, and they
are just as likely to be the target
that is participating in that

process. You're just as likely to be
a target of the lawsuit as the zoning
vari ance process, so | do think that
woul d be a good inclusion. Thank you
for allow ng that additional comment.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you so
much for your testinony and thank you
for joining us today.

Ms. Alford, will you please
call the first public comenter we
have to testify this afternoon on
Bill No. 230740 and Resol uti on No.
230750.

THE CLERK: Judith Robi nson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Ms. Robinson, are

you connected and ready to proceed
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Wi th your testinony?

COUNCI L TECH SUPPORT: W are
connecting her now.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Excellent.

MS. ROBI NSON: Good afternoon.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Good afternoon, Queen
Judi th Robinson. Thank you for
joining us. Please state your nane
for the record and proceed with your
testi nony.

M5. ROBINSON: Judith
Robi nson, honeowner, Conmittee
nmenber, 32nd Ward representative and
eneritus, facilitator for over a
decade of the 32nd Ward RCO process.
VWhat a ness. Please release us from
the politricks of the planning of our
Cty. GCtizens have lost their
rights. Soneone told ne years ago
when this process started, oh,
they're just trying to wap you all
up in a bunch of nonsense. And after

40 years as a real estate
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prof essional, | have to say, yeah
they're trying very hard.

| don't want to waste your
time to tell you the shenani gans, the
vi ci ous, crazy, political behavior
that | have encountered as a
facilitator and you hear ne say
eneritus of the 32nd RCO. | would
never allow i gnorance to outpace ny
ability toread. So | want to say
this, this is a day late and a doll ar
short. The G vic Design Review part
of the RCO process is a forest. W
have no rights. They have no
obligation to accept the ever great
reconmendati ons of so-called
pr of essi onal s.

This Cvic Planning Institute
is an insult. It's charging people
for information. Public
participation is very nuch a part of
t he pl anning process, you all. 1've
been wat chi ng the Pl anni ng Comm ssi on
and attendi ng neetings for over 20

years. | have participated with the
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2035 plan as a nenber of the
Commttee. |'ve been on Boards.
I've been on Comm ssions. |'ve been
part of our community. And |like |
said, 40 years behind ne. |'man
homeowner in North Philadel phia, a
grandnother. |'mbattling right now
the devil, satanic forces.

W didn't |earn anything about
t he Bureau of Licenses and
I nspections review. See, if we were
really getting real quality planning,
we woul d have that information from
the Gtizens Planning Institute. But
here we got to battle an outgoi ng
retiring President of City Council to
try to save our historic corridor.
Nobody could train us with this. And
this is what we're supposed to | earn,
part of this so-called RCO process,
so here we are. Let's get to it.

I ndemi fication, so | want
Council's prerogative to be
chi n-checked and |I'm conm ng at you

all, every |ast one of you all young
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peopl e because you all are going to
be there after the old reign is gone.
Thank God. So you all are going to
have to get your mnds right and
represent us. GCkay. So I'mgoing to
request that the zoning code of 2012
be revisited because we keep doing
overl ays.

Let me say sonething to you
all so you can be clear. The D anond
Street historic corridor district was
Phi | adel phia's first overlay. It's a
hi storic overlay, and the benefits is
that it brings us back residential
housi ng on our historic corridor, it
gives us a chance to have a historic
corridor. Let me not digress too
far. But | just want you all to be
cl ear on what (inaudible) --

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RICHARDSON: |'msorry. W are

unable to hear you. Hello?

M5. ROBINSON: So you hear ne.

l'"mgiving --

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
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RI CHARDSON: Now, we hear you.

M5. ROBINSON. Yeah, |'mglad
you do. Because we're doing
overlays. W' re undoing overl ays.
|'"mgoing to say regarding the zoning
code, the 38 feet over ny tenure of a
decade of facilitating RCO neetings,
the comunity didn't know. They
didn't know we could go up to 38
feet. They didn't know the Cvic
Design Review is a paper tiger and a
forest.

They didn't know the G tizen
Planning Institute is not really
training us. W need to have a
traffic study as we increase density,
and we need a parking study up in
North Philly. That's what |I'm
calling for, so this indemification.
So after the fol ks from Nort heast,
which is this retroactive -- let ne
ask that question. |Is this
retroacti ve, because after those
fol ks were sued, the biggest |awsuit,

they not only sued the RCO but they
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sued every individual Board nenber.

Now, here we cone Johnny Cone
Lately, and you're going do to what?
Are you going to indemify those
peopl e now? Are you going to help
them now? God forbid we're battling
in the heart of North Philly, okay,
heart of North Philly battling the
Counci | President outgoing over the
Bureau of Licenses and | nspections
review. There's nothing in the RCO
process that would tell us howto
protect ourselves as honeowners as we
battle this.

So I"'mgoing to | eave you al
today with asking for a traffic
study, a parking study, PHA to be
nmonitored, Citizen Institute to stop
char gi ng people for public
participation information. |'m
asking for notification for every
citizen who requests information and
notification for anything com ng out
of that office of the Planning and

RCO and zoni ng.
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You -- no way |'mgoing to
al | ow sonebody to mani pul ate ny
process where | can't get infornmation
because you all are w appi ng people
up in the RCO It's a paper tiger.
| didit for a decade. To be
continued. I'Ill tell you all nore.
It's the nost insulting process based
on politricks to ever grace
Phi | adel phia. Please stop. Thank
you.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you so nuch for
your testinony and for joining us for
today's heari ng.

Ms. Alford, will you please
call the next public commenter we
have to testify this afternoon.

THE CLERK: El oi se Young.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ms. El oise, are you
connect ed?

M5. YOUNG Hell 0?

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Yes. Please state your
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name for the record and proceed with
your public conment.

M5. YOUNG Hello. MW nane is
El oi se Young and I amthe RCO
facilitator for the HMC Squared
Communi ty Association. W are
grateful for Bill No. 230740 and
Resol ution No. 230750. As a snal
vol unt eer organi zati on, we believe
the Gty should support and defend
groups like ours to pronote fairness.
Qur data refutes devel oper M
Rushdy's clains that this bill would
result in never-endi ng appeals.

Si nce 2016, HMC Squared has
hosted RCO neetings for 75 planned
devel opnment projects. The conmunity
voted to support nost of them but no
benefit agreenent, proviso or design
change coul d bridge the gap between
the community or the property owner
for 21 percent of them 21 percent.
Now, that's a far cry from
M. Rushdy's 100 percent.

Wth attorneys representing
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property owners at nost neetings, it
I's crucial that we can stand up for
our nei ghbors' valid concerns wthout
fear of legal action. W thank
Council President O arke and
Counci | menbers Jones and Squilla for
sponsoring this inportant |egislation
and | ook forward to seeing the
request on the ballot for the voters
to decide. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you for your
public coment and for joining us
this afternoon.

Ms. Alford, will you pl ease
call the next public commenter.

THE CLERK: There are no ot her
fol ks present for public comment.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. | wanted to pause
at this nonent to see if there are
any questions or comments from
menbers of the Committee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:
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There being no further questions from
menbers of the Committee and no ot her
Wi tnesses to testify on Bill No.
230740 and Resol ution No. 230750, |
will ask if there is anyone el se
present in this hearing whose nane we
have failed to call and that w shes
to offer testinony on the bill or
resol uti on bei ng consi dered today?
(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Hearing none, | want to
t hank the panel and w tnesses for
their participation today. W do
val ue your opinions. | nowinvite
all panels and wi tnesses to pl ease
di sconnect fromthe hearing before we
go into our public neeting on the
bill and resolution we have today.
W wi |l now pause the proceedi ngs
briefly as nultiple participants
| eave the hearing.

Thi s concl udes the public
hearing of the Commttee. W wll

now go into the public neeting to
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consider the action to be taken on
the bill and resolution before this
Commttee today. We will now convene
the public neeting.

Ms. Alford, will you pl ease
call the roll to take attendance.
Menbers that are in attendance
wi || please indicate that you are
present when your name is call ed.

Al so, please say a few brief words
when respondi ng so that your i nage
wi Il be displayed on screen when you
speak.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
O Neill.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL: Present.

THE CLERK: Council woman Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: | am
present. Thank you.
THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
Squi I | a.
(No response.)
THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:  Present.
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THE CLERK: Council President
d arke.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Madam Chair, |'mpresent. But |
t hi nk you have established a quorum
wi t hout nme being a voting nenber. So
I'"'mgoing to step off on this
particul ar one, but I'm present.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Gkay. Thank
you so nuch, Council President
G arke. And al so, thank you to
Counci | menber O Neill who has al so
joined us for this hearing.

Ms. Alford, are you conplete
with the roll call?

THE CLERK: Vi ce-Chair Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Present,
Madam Chai r .

THE CLERK: Chair Gl nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you very, very
much. | am present.

The Chair now recogni zes our
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Vi ce- Chair Council nmenber Jones for a
notion on the anmendnent to Bill No.
230740.
THE CLERK: Thank you, Madam
Pr esi dent .
| offer an anmendnent to Bill
No. 230740 and a copy of that
amendnent has been circul ated to al
nmenbers of the Commttee and |,
therefore, nove for the approval of
t he amendnent to Bill No. 230740.
COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: |Is there a second?
COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL: Second.
COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Second.
COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. The Chair notes
for the record that Council menber
O Neill seconds the notion. It has
been noved and properly seconded t hat
the anmendnment to Bill No. 230740 be
approved.
Al those in favor of the
notion wll signify by stating aye.

(Aye.)
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COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

RI CHARDSON: Those opposed?
(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: The ayes have it and the
amendnent to Bill No. 230740 has been
approved.

The Chair recogni zes Vice-
Chair Jones for a notion on Bill No.
230740 as anended.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
agai n, Madam Presi dent.

| nove that Bill No. 230740 as
amended be noved fromthis Commttee
with a favorabl e recommendati on and
further nove that the rules of
Counci| be suspended to permt first
readi ng at our next session of
Counci | .

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:  Second.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Second.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: The Chair notes for the
record that Council menber O Neil

seconds the noti on. It has been
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noved and properly seconded that Bill
No. 230740 as anended be reported
fromthis Commttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove that
the rules of Council be suspended to
permt first reading of this bill at
t he next session of Council.

Al'l those in favor of the
notion will signify by stating aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

RI CHARDSON: Those opposed?
(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: The ayes have it and the
notion carries.

The Chair now recogni zes Vi ce-
Chair Jones for a notion on the
amendnent to Bill No. 230 -- pardon
me -- to Resolution No. 230750.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
Madam Chai r .

| nove that Resol ution No.
230750 as anended be noved fromthis

Commttee with a favorabl e
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recommendati on and further nove that
the rules of Council be suspended to
permt first reading of Bill No.
230750 be approved.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Pardon ne. Par --

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:  Second.
| don't think we need it, but second.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. So pardon nme. So
the notion to consider the anmended
version of Bill No. 230750 has been
pl aced before the Commttee.

As the Chair of the Commttee,
| want to nove back and ask that we
reconsider this notion. Vice-Chair
Jones, if you can restate this notion
so that we can address the anmendnent
to Resolution No. 230750 first.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
Madam President -- | nmean --

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: |'m getting upgraded.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Yeah, you
just got upgraded. Thank you, Madam
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Chair.

| offer -- | nove that
Resol uti on No. 230750 as anended be
reported fromthis Conmttee with a
favorabl e --

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Be anended. W have to
amend it first.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Ckay.
Let's start over. Thank you, Madam
Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Yes.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: | offer an
amendnent to Bill -- Resolution No.
230750. A copy of that anmendnent has
been circul ated to all nenbers of the
Commttee and | nove that Resol ution
No. --

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: That the anendnent.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: That the
amendnment to Resol ution No. 230750 be
approved.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:  Second.
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COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: The Chair notes for the
record that Council menber O Nei l
seconds the notion. |t has been
noved and properly seconded that the
amendnent to Resol ution No. 230750 be
approved.

Al'l those in favor of the
notion will signify by stating aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

RI CHARDSON: Those opposed?
(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: The ayes have it and the
amendnment to Resol ution No. 230750
has been approved.

The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | menber Jones for a notion,
Vi ce-Chair Jones for a notion on
Resol uti on No. 230750 as anended.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: So | don't
recommend two consecutive | ong
hearings in a row. This is what

happens. Thank you, Madam Chair.
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| nove that Resol ution No.
230750 as anended be reported from
this Commttee with a favorable
reconmendat i on.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:  Second.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: The Chair notes for the
record that Council menber O Nei l
seconds the notion. It has been
noved and properly seconded t hat
Resol uti on No. 230750 as anended be
reported fromthis Commttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by stating aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

RI CHARDSON: Those opposed?
(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: The ayes have it and the
notion carries.

Thi s concl udes the busi ness
before the Conmttee on Law and

Governnent. Thank you all so nuch
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for your attendance, particularly our
col | eagues who were in the Commttee
on Public Safety hearing this norning
and the Chair of Public Safety, our
Vi ce- Chair Counci | mrenber Jones and
all of you here today. W thank you
for your participation and we | ook
forward to working with you soon.
Have a great day.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
Madam Chair. Good j ob.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you, Madam Chair. Good job

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:  Thank
you.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you

all so nuch.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Was that Squilla? Thank
you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
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RI CHARDSON: Have a great day.

(Hearing concl uded at

1:44 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

I, hereby certify that the proceedi ngs
and evi dence noted are contained fully and
accurately in the stenographic notes taken by

me in the foregoing natter, and that this is

correct transcript of the sane.

__C_Xb_a_/_‘_»_/_o_éxy___QmAu

TANEHA CARROLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of this
transcri pt does not apply to any reproduction
of the sane by any neans, unless under the
di rect control and/or supervision of the

certifying reporter.)
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