Conmittee on Appropriations
02/ 20/ 2025

COUNCI L OF THE CITY OF PH LADELPH A
COMM TTEE ON APPROPRI ATI ONS

Room 400, City Hall
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1:10 p. m

PRESENT:

COUNCI LMAN MARK SQUI LLA, CHAIR

COUNCI LWOVAN KATHERI NE G LMORE RI CHARDSON,
VI CE- CHAI R
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COUNCI LWOVAN JAM E GAUTHI ER
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COUNCI LMAN | SAI AH THOVAS

BILLS: 250071, 250072, 250073

Page 1

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on Appropriations
02/ 20/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Good afternoon, everyone. Thank
you for being here. Wlcone to the
hearing on the Commttee of
Appropri ati ons.

| note that the hour has
come and a quorum of the Commttee
is present. To ny left,
Counci | menber G | nore Ri chardson.
To ny right, Council nenber C ndy
Bass and Counci |l nenber Bri an
O Neill. W now have a quorum and
the hearing is called to order.
This is a public hearing on
Appropriations regarding Bill Nos.
250071, 250072, 250073.

WIIl the derk please
read the titles of the bills.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
250071, to anend Bill No. 240182
(Approved June 14, 2024) entitled,
“"An Ordinance to adopt a Capital

Program for six Fiscal Years,
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2025-2030 inclusive," by revising
various appropriation anounts and
totals to conformto anendnents to
t he FY2025 Capital Budget

Ordi nance, all under certain terns
and condi tions.

Bill No. 250072,
aut hori zing transfers and
appropriations for Fiscal Year 2025
fromthe Gants Revenue Fund
certain or all Cty offices,
departnents, boards and
conm ssions, to the General Fund,
certain or all Cty offices,
departnents, boards and
comm ssions, and the Transportation
Fund, certain or all Gty offices,
departnents, boards and
comm Ssi ons.

And Bill No. 250073, to
amend Bill No. 240181 (approved
June 14, 2024) entitled, "An
Ordi nance to adopt the Fiscal 2025

Capital Budget," by revising
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vari ous appropriation anmounts and
totals, all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you. W'l now call our
first witness for Bill No. 250071
Sabrina Maynard, please cone --
state your nanme for the record and
then proceed with your testinony.

(Wtness approached
Wtness table.)

M5. MAYNARD: (Good
afternoon. Sabrina Maynard, Budget
Director. Going -- all right.
Good afternoon, Chair Squilla and
nmenbers of the Appropriations
Commttee. |'m Sabrina Maynard,
Budget Director. [|'mjoined by
representatives fromeach
department that has a request in
t he transfer ordi nance.

I|"mhere to testify in
support of Bill No. 250072, a

proposed FY25 spring m dyear
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transfer ordi nance; Bill No.
250071, anending Bill No. 240182,
entitled "An O di nance to adopt
Capital Programfor the six Fisca
Years 2025-2030 inclusive," and
Bill No. 250073, anending Bill No.
240181, entitled "An Ordi nance to
adopt a Fiscal 2025 Capital
Budget," by revising various
appropriations anobunts and totals,
all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

The proposed investnents
are for critical legal needs in
FY25 both for outside counsel and
for indemities and on maki ng
I mredi ate term event preparedness
I nvestnents i n advance of 2026
speci al events. The operating
ordi nance i s being anended to add
addi tional funds for partner
organi zations in advance of speci al
events in 2026.

The Adm ni stration has
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been working with Phil adel phia
Soccer to ensure that the Lenon

H Il site is prepared to host the
Wrld Cup's Fan Fest. The
departnents included in this
request for the Wirld Cup's Fan
Fest preparation include the Ofice
of the Director of Finance, the
Managi ng Director's Ofice, the

O fice of Innovation and Technol ogy
and Phi | adel phi a Parks &
Recreati on.

This work wi Il include
tree brush pruning, ADA ranps and
pedestrian access i nprovenents,
site gradi ng and drai nage
I nprovenents, design of sidewalk
and traffic signal inprovenments for
pedestrian safety and work on the
Lenon Hill overl ook structure.

It's critical that this
wor k begins in FY25 so that any
addi tional construction work can be

done in '26 and be ready for the
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May 2026 kickoff of events. You
have ny testinony for all three
bills laying out the various
requests in the operating ordi nance
and in the two capital ordinances,
so |'mhappy to take any questi ons.
And we'll call on colleagues if
there are questions for coll eagues
i n the audience.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, Sabrina. And thank you
and your team for working with
Counci| and the Appropriations
Committee to go over those
amendnents. And | appreciate the
Admi ni stration and Counci |
supporting the anmendnents to this
| egi sl ati on.

Are there any questions
from menbers of Council ?

COUNCI LMAN O NEI'LL: 1
just want to second that. | think
it was a very heal thy negotiation.

M5. MAYNARD: Thank you.
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COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you.

| f there's no other
questions, is there anyone el se
here to testify on any of the three
bills?

Kristen C ark.

(Wt ness approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Kristen, just state your name for
the record and you can proceed.

M5. CLARK: Not a
problem Kristen Cark spelled
K-r-i-s-t-e-n, GCl-a-r-k. Forgive
me, guys. | didn't know we were
going this quickly. Good
af t ernoon, Chairperson, nenbers of
the Comm ttee and Counci |l menbers.
My name is Kristen Clark. 1'mthe
founder and Executive Director of
the Germantown Arts District. [|I'm
here today to urge your support for

fundi ng for the Germant own 250
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project. H, Councilwoman.

This is a vital
initiative preserving our city's
hi story while investing inits
future. This project is a result
of the Germantown 250 Comm ttee's
desire to create a plan in
al i gnment with our current Mayor's
priority of maxim zing the |ong-
terminpact, positive inpact on
resi dents and busi nesses.

The Germantown Arts
Di strict has been a key driver and
i nfluencer in uniting our comunity
through arts, culture and narrative
buil ding. W were conplenentary to
the historic profile of Gernmantown
by advocating that Germantown is
where history of tonorrow i s being
made today. Qur goal is to
hi ghlight the Germantown as an arts
and culture hub for the city of
Phi | adel phia. W're going to be a

beacon for all innovative arts
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educati on.

W are creating a nodel
ecosystem where community assunes
its role in supporting the
i ndividual's right to need and
create. GCermantown is one of the
nost historically significant
nei ghborhoods in the country. W
can all agree hone to the first
witten protest, first bank run by
Bl ack Americans. It also has a
thriving arts ecosystem

Thr ough Ger mant own 250,
we are not just celebrating
hi story, we're ensuring that arts
and culture remain a catal yst for
econom ¢ and social inpact. As
Phi | adel phi a prepares for the
nation's 250th Anniversary in 2026,
Phi | adel phi a has naturally been
chosen as a go-to stage for many
national and gl obal entities. This
IS a once-in-a-generation

opportunity to ensure Germantown's
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story is told at the scale it
deserves.

Ger mant own 250 wi | |
activate historic corridors, engage
artists and businesses and draw
national attention to
Phi | adel phia's role in shaping
Anerica. Wthout Gty Council's
i nvest ment, GCernantown, one of
Phi | adel phia's nost historic and
cultural ly-rich nei ghborhoods,
ri sks being left out of the
conver sati on.

| urge this Commttee to
support the funding of the
Germant own 250 project. Investing
inits initiative i s not just about
history. It's about equity,
tourismand ensuring that all of
Phi | adel phi a benefits fromthe
soci al, econom c and cul tural
I npact of all 2026 celebrations in
the city of nei ghborhoods.

It is inperative that we
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honor Germantown in this nonent
because, as history has proven and
nmy nei ghbors will confirm
Anerica's story, the culture story,
Phi | adel phia's story are found in
Germantown. The story starts here.
Thank you for your tinme.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you so much for your
testinony. And | do want to say
that as we work through our
anmendnents, and we are working with
Phi | adel phia 250 to work with al
our community partners in making
sure that we have access and then
listening to them and they have
resources along the way. So thank
you for that and thank you for your
testi nony.

Any questions?

Counci | renber Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: |
just really wanted to say thank

you, Kristen, for com ng down.
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We've had a | ot of conversation and
she's been an amazing partner. Her
and her entire team have been an
amazi ng partner in terns of making
sure that Gernmantown and Nort hwest
Phi | adel phia is not forgotten in
this big celebration that's going
to be happening here in the city,
so thank you.

M5. CLARK: Thank you so
much guys. Thanks for your tine.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
You' re wel cone.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you. And also I'd like to
recogni ze present at the hearing
are Counci |l nenber Thomas and
Counci | menber Gaut hi er.

Counci | renber Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Yep.
| just wanted to echo the
sentinments of ny colleague. | do
not represent CGermantown or the 8th

District, but I do live very close
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and | think our D strict
Counci | person does a phenonenal job
at any tinme we can fight for
organi zations in the uptown part of
the city of Phil adel phi a,
specifically our conversation today
around Germantown. | just want to
say thank you, colleague, for your
| eader shi p.

| want to thank you for
comng down to City Hall to take
the time to advocate, to tal k about
the inportance of not just Center
Cty and sone of the areas that's
around here as it relates to 2026
but maki ng sure nei ghborhoods are
abl e to take advantage of this
opportunity, making sure Bl ack and
Brown organi zati ons, neking sure
wonen-| ed organi zations are al so
able to take advantage this
opportunity as well too. So I just
wanted to take a nonment to let you

know we appreci ate your advocacy.
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We appreciate your effort. W
appreci ate you being here.

And al so, thank ny
col | eague who represents the
amazi ng area of Gernmantown, because
we know CGermantown is going to put
on a display that's going to nmake
the Gty of Philadel phia proud in
2026. So thank you.

M5. CLARK: Yes, we
will. Thank you guys so nuch
agai n.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:

Thank you, M. Chair. | appreciate
you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  And
one other thing | just want to add
to that. And you know, listen, |
don't really publicly say thank you
as much to ny col | eagues because
sone of the work that we do | fee
like this is what we signed up for.

But I do want to

especially thank Chairman Squilla
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because | really had quite a few
conversations with him | really
spent a lot of tine talking to him
about this and working himover,
al t hough he wasn't hard to work
over for the Northwest. But |
really wanted to take a nonent and
say thank you so nuch
M. Chairman, for being
under st andi ng. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Counci | nrenber G I nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
very nmuch, M. Chair.

And | too just wanted to
t hank you for com ng down to
provi de testinony and thank our
Chairman for all of his work wth
the Adm nistration on this transfer
ordi nance and gi ve kudos to
Counci | mrenber Thomas for his |aser
bei ng focused on all activities

2026 and to our coll eague
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Counci | renber Bass for ensuring
that we were payi ng speci al
attention to our |local communities
and nei ghbor hoods and ensuring t hat
we have an opportunity to al so
participate in 2026.

Just want to shout out
and thank the Budget and Fi nance
team and M chael Newruis as well.

And while | have the
opportunity because we are
addressi ng sonme of the needs of
sone of the additional departnents
that are here and represented, |
wanted to thank the O fice of
Emer gency Managenent, the
Phi | adel phia Fire Departnent, the
Phi | adel phi a Police Departnent and
all of the Gty departnents who
have worked with our residents
around the unfortunate incident
that occurred in Northeast
Phi | adel phia with the plane crash.

You all acted in
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excellence in a nonent that we have
never really seen in our lifetines
here in Phil adel phia. So I just
wanted to say thank you publicly
whi l e each of you are here. Wile
for us to run away froma scene
like that, you all had to go to the
scene and show up for the
comunity. So for that, we say

t hank you.

And | too wanted to
t hank Comm ssi oner Sl awson for the
wor k that we are working on in our
comunity as well, and just each
and every one of you who have been
hel pful over the | ast several
nont hs. Thank you very nuch.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, Counci |l menber.

And | too want to thank
the Gty for really dealing with
not only the tragedy, but then
right back into a parade that was

back-to-back. And to be able to
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turn that around, we were able to
do that with our first responders
and with our Parks & Rec, Public
Property and everybody that was
i ncl uded. An amazing job and kudos
to the Admnistration and the City
departnents for making that happen.

And we want to thank
Counci | mrenber |saiah Thomas for his
great |eadership on Cel ebration 250
along with M chael Newmuis of the
Adm nistration. And really want to
t hank the Fi nance team for worKking
with Council and neeting with us.

| s there any ot her
guestions from nenbers of --

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Seei ng none --

M5. CLARK: Thank you
guys.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you so much.

That will now concl ude
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our public hearing for the
Commttee. | just want to -- for
the record, Council nenber Lozada is
al so present for the hearing.

That concl udes our
hearing for the Conmttee. As we
now go into a public neeting to
consi der action to be taken on
these bills before the Conmittee
today, the Chair recogni zes Vice-
Chair Glnore Richardson for a
nmotion on Bill No. 250071

COUNCI LMAN THOWVAS:

M. Chair, can | give remarks?

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Sorry. Council menber --

COUNCI LMAN THOMAS:
Before we vote, | just wanted to
take a nonent just to give a few
remar ks and say thank you to all of
nmy coll eagues. | know I've been a
real pain over the last nonth or so
as it relates to the Appropriations

Commttee and specifically the
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m dyear transfer.

| also want to say thank
you to the Adm nistration
especially M chael Newruis who |'ve
al so been a pain to and Rob. O
course, Rob and your team thank
you so nuch. The reason |'ve been
such a pain is because this is
inmportant. | had an opportunity to
speak wth the | eadership fromthe
Mayor's team and | talked to them
about ny perspective of 2026 and
I'"'mgoing to just be very short.

Alot of times in
gover nnent you have the opportunity
to make a significant difference
that requires a lot of tine. |
t hi nk about ny col | eagues to ny
left and ny right and the work that
you all do around housing, right.

When you' re tal king
about housing, that's sonething
that takes sonetines up to a decade

to see the inpact of the work that
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you're really doing. Wen | think
about the Nei ghborhood Preservation
Initiatives and other things that
we voted on, those things, they
take a long tinme to produce an

out cone.

2026 is our opportunity
where we can have a snapshot i npact
right away. |It's a |egacy nonent.
And at the end of the day if we can
get 2026 right, this will be a tine
when soneone's going to | ook back
50 years fromnow. They're going
to look at this Gty Council,
they're going to | ook at this Myor
and going to say, what did you do
at the 250-year cel ebration.

Thr oughout the course of
the |l ast couple nonths, we've been
| ooki ng back. W | ooked at what
was done in 1976. We | ooked at
what was done in 1876. And so, in
50 years soneone's going to | ook

back at 2026 and say what did you
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do, how was the noney spent and
what difference did you nmake for
the city of Phil adel phi a.

And | think today's vote
is the beginning of a | egacy nonent
for us where soneone is going to
| ook back in 50 years and say we
got it right in the city of
Phi | adel phia. And today is the
first step in that direction.

So, colleague, | just
wanted to say thank you for your
| eadership simlar to what
everybody else said. | knowit's
been a very difficult |last couple
of weeks dealing with all the
di fferent pools and different
directions that people are going
in. But as we take this vote
today, |I'mproud to say that |
think the Gty of Philadelphiais
going to get it right.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
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Thank you, Counci |l menber.

And | too want to thank
our Finance team Helen and Counci
Presi dent Johnson, for their
| eadership on this as they guided
us through the process. So thank
you agai n.

We will consider action
to be taken. The Chair recognizes
Vice-Chair Glnore Richardson for a
nmotion on Bill No. 250071

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Thank you,

M. Chair.

| nove that Bill No.
250071 be reported fromthis
commttee with a favorable
reconmendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended as to permt first
reading of this bill at the next
sessi on of Council .

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  The
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bill has been noved and properly
seconded. The notion has -- the
bill has been noved and properly

seconded. The notion has been
noved.

Bill No. 250071 will be
reported fromthis conmttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on and
further nove that the rules of
Counci| be suspended as to permt
the first reading of this bill at
t he next session of Council.

Al in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Ayes have it and the notion
carri es.

Chair recogni zes Vi ce-
Chair Glnore R chardson for a

notion on Bill No. 250072 as
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amended.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: | of fer an amendnent
to Bill No. 250072. A copy of the
amendnent has been circulated to
all menbers of the Commttee. And
I nove that the amendnent to Bil
No. 250072 be approved.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Chair notes for the record that
Counci | nrenber Lozada seconds the
notion. |t has been noved and
properly seconded that the
amendnment to Bill No. 250072 be
approved.

Al'l in favor of the
notion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:

Ayes have it and the notion
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carries.

The Chair now recogni zes
Vice-Chair Glnore Richardson for a
nmotion on Bill 250072 as anended.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you, M. Chair.

| nove that Bill No.
250072 as anended be reported from
this conmttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended as to permt first
reading of this bill at the next
sessi on of Council.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Chair notes for the record that
Counci | menber Gaut hi er seconds the
not i on.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: It
has been noved and properly
seconded that Bill No. 250072 as

anmended be reported fromthis

Page 27

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on Appropriations
02/ 20/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

conmttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended as to permt the first
reading of this bill at the next

sessi on of Council.

Al in favor of the
notion will signify by saying aye.
(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  The
ayes have it and the notion
carri es.

And the Chair recognizes
Kath -- Vice-Chair Council nenber
Gl nore Richardson for a notion on
Bill No. 250073.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you, M. Chair.

| nove that Bill No.
250073 be reported fromthis

commttee with a favorabl e
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reconmendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended as to permt first
reading of this bill at the next
session of Council.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you. | note for the record
Counci | menmber Thomas seconds the
notion. |t has been noved and
properly seconded that Bill No.
250073 be reported fromthis
conmttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further noves
that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt the first
reading of this bill at the next
sessi on of Council.

Al in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Those opposed?

(No response.)
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COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  The
ayes have it and the notion
carries.

There are no additiona
remarks fromthe Commttee. Thank
you to the guests and people
testifying. This concludes our
busi ness for the Commttee on
Appropriations today. Thank you
for your attendance. Have a great
day.

(Committee on
Appropri ations concl uded at

1:30 p.m)
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