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COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Good
nor ni ng, everyone. This is the
Comm ttee on Rul es, Monday,

Decenber 4, 2023.

| understand that state | aw
currently requires that the
fol | ow ng announcenent be nade at
t he begi nning of every renote
public hearing as follows: Due to
the current public health
enmergency, City Council Commttees
are currently neeting renotely. W
are using Mcrosoft Teans to nake
t hese renote hearings possi bl e.

Instructions for how the
public may view and of fer public
testinony at the public hearings of
Council Commttees are included in
the public hearing notices that are
published in the Daily News,

I nquirer and Legal Intelligencer
prior to the hearings and can al so
be found on PHLCouncil.com

WIIl the Cerk please cal
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the roll to take attendance.
Menbers that are in attendance wl|
pl ease i ndicate they are present
when their nanmes are called. Also,
pl ease say a few brief words when
respondi ng so that your inmage w ||
be di spl ayed on screen when you
speak.

THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
C ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Good
nmorni ng, M. Chairman and
col | eagues. | am present.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Brian O Neill

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL: Good
nor ni ng, everyone.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Kat herine G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Good nor ni ng,
M. Chair. Good norning,
col | eagues. | am present.

THE CLERK: And al so

present we have Counci | menber
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M chael Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Good
nor ni ng, Chairman. And good
nor ni ng, col | eagues.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Good
norni ng. Thank you. A quorum of
the Conmmittee is present and this
hearing is now called to order.
This is the public hearing of the
Commttee on Rules regarding Bil
Nos. 230651, 230713, 230741,
230742, 230743, 230764, 230770,
230771, 230778, 230780, 230782,
230783.

WIl the derk please read
the titles of the bills.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
230651, an ordi nance to anend the
Phi | adel phi a Zoni ng Maps by
changi ng the zoni ng desi gnations of
certain areas of |and | ocated
wi thin an area bounded by
West m nster Avenue, Mantua Avenue,
40th Street, Aspen Street and 44th

Street.

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Rules
12/ 04/ 2023

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

Bill No. 230713, an
ordi nance to amend the Phil adel phi a
Zoni ng Maps by changing the zoni ng
desi gnations of certain areas of
| and | ocated within an area bounded
by Roosevelt Boul evard, Adans
Avenue, Ranobna Street, Wom ng
Avenue and Wit aker Avenue.

Bill 230741, an ordi nance
aut horizing Basic Uilities and
Services use on a certain |ocation
within a section of East Fairnount
Par k bounded by the right-of-way of
the CSX Railroad, Grard Avenue and
33rd Street.

Bill No. 230742, an
or di nance aut hori zi ng Basic
Utilities and Services use on a
certain location within a section
of West Fairnmount Park bounded by
Wnnefi el d Avenue, extended,

Bel nont Avenue and Parksi de Avenue.

Bill No. 230743, an
ordi nance to anend the Phil adel phi a

Zoni ng Maps by changing the zoni ng
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desi gnations of certain areas of
| and | ocated within an area bounded
by Queen Lane, W ssahi ckon Avenue,
Roosevel t Boul evard and Henry
Avenue, and to anend Section 14-524
of The Phil adel phia Code, entitled
“"Fourth District Overlay District,"
and make rel ated changes, all under
certain terns and conditions.

Bill NO 230764, an
ordi nance anending Title 14 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code "Zoni ng and
Pl anni ng" to revise definitions and
rul es governi ng ni ghtclubs and
private clubs; create the event
assenbly facility use category and
identify the commercial districts
where the use is allowed, and nake
techni cal changes; all under
certain terns and conditions.

Bill No. 230770, an
ordi nance to amend the Phil adel phi a
Zoni ng Maps by changing the zoni ng
desi gnations of certain areas of

| and | ocated within an area bounded
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by Callowhill Street, 18th Street,

Vine Street and 20th Street, and to

amend Title 14 of The Phil adel phi a

Code, "Zoning and Pl anni ng" by

revising Section Chapter 14-500,

“"Overlay Zoning Districts," al

under certain ternms and conditions.
Bill No. 230771, an

ordi nance anending Title 14 of The

Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled "Zoning

and Planning," by revising certain
provi sions of Section 14-524,
entitled "Fourth District Overl ay
District,” all under certain terns
and condi ti ons.

Bill No. 230778, an
ordi nance to approve anendnents to
the University of Pennsylvani a
Master Plan in the area bounded by
Chestnut Street, 33rd Street,
Val nut Street, and 34th Street
related to the Student Performng
Arts Center.

Bill No. 230780, an

ordi nance to anend the Phil adel phi a
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Zoni ng Maps by changi ng the zoni ng
desi gnations of certain areas of
| and | ocated within an area bounded
by Enerald Street, Ontario Street,
Braddock Street and Cor nwal
Street.

Bill No. 230782, an
ordi nance to amend the Phil adel phi a
Zoni ng Maps by changing the zoni ng
desi gnations of certain areas of
| and | ocated within an area bounded
by Clearfield Street, Wtte Street,
Ann Street and Amber Street.

And finally Bill No.
230783, an ordi nance approving the
pl an, estimated costs and proposed
nmet hod of assessnent and charges of
the South Street Headhouse District
of Phil adel phia for and concerni ng
busi ness i nprovenents and
adm ni strative services to the
Eastern South Street and Headhouse
areas of the City of Phil adel phi a;
all under certain terns and

condi ti ons.
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COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Before
we begin to hear testinony fromthe
wi t nesses we have for today,
everyone who has been invited to
the neeting to testify should be
aware that this public hearing is
bei ng recorded. Because the
hearing is public, participants and
vi ewers have no reasonabl e
expectation of privacy. By
continuing to be in the neeting,
you are consenting to being
recor ded.

Additionally, prior to
recogni zi ng Menbers for the
questions or coments they have for
witnesses, | will note for the
record at this tinme that we wll
use the chat feature available in
M crosoft Teans to allow Menbers to
signify that they wish to be
recogni zed. In order to conply
w th the Sunshine Act, the chat
feature nmust only be used for this

pur pose.
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Al so, before we begin |
want to state for the record that
Bill Nos. 230713 and 230743 are
bei ng held at the request of the
sponsor. WIIl the derk please
call the panel for Bill No. 230651.

THE CLERK: For 230651, we
have Paul a Brunbel ow Burns and we
have Andrew Goodman fromthe office
of the sponsor of the bill,
Counci | mrenber Gauthier, to explain
t he anmendnment for the view ng
public.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you very much

Good norning, Paula. Just
state your nanme for the record and
pl ease begi n your testinony.

M5. BRUMBELOW BURNS: Good
nor ni ng, nmenbers of the Rul es
Comm ttee. | am Paul a Brunbel ow
Burns, Director of Legislation for
t he Phil adel phia City Pl anning
Commi ssion. |I'mhere to testify on

Bill No. 230651 introduced into

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622



Committee on Rules
12/ 04/ 2023

11

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

Cty Council on Septenber 28, 2023
by Counci | menber Gaut hi er.

Bill No. 230651 anends the
Phi | adel phi a Zoni ng Maps by
changi ng the zoning of certain
areas of land |located within an
area bounded by Westm nster Avenue,
Mant ua Avenue, 40th Street, Aspen
Street and 44th Street, which is
| ocated in the Bel nont nei ghborhood
in West Phil adel phia. This bil
changes the zoning for three
areas -- excuse ne, two areas of
land in an area originally mapped
under Bill 230034. The anended
version now includes two of the
t hree changes proposed in the bill.

The first change is to
provi de a neasurenent to the
approved map to clarify the zoning
desi gnation at 745 North 44th
Street. The second area of map
change is through the sout hwest
corner of 40th and Westm nster

Streets, which is proposed to go
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from CMX-2, Comrercial M xed-Use to
| CMX, Industrial Commercial M xed-
Use, to accommopdate the existing
uses in that area.

The Phil adelphia City
Pl anni ng Comm ssion considered Bill
No. 230651 at its public neeting on
Oct ober 19, 2023 and reconmended
the bill for approval. | wll be
happy to answer any questions at
this time.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you very much.

WIIl the Cerk call the
next witness on this panel.

THE CLERK:  Andrew Goodnan.

MR. GOODVAN:  Good norni ng.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Good
norni ng, Andrew. Just state your
name, record and title -- please
state your nane and your title for
the record and begin your testinony
on behal f of Councilwoman Gaut hi er.

MR. GOCDVAN:  Thank you.

My nane is Andrew Goodman. | work
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as Director of Equitable

Devel opnment for Council menber
Gaut hi er. Counci | menber Gaut hi er
Is the sponsor of Bill No. 230651.

| have just short comments to
descri be the amendnment that we have
before the Commttee today.

As Paul a nentioned, this
bill now only covers two different
remappi ng zones within the Bel nont
comunity instead of the original
three. The goal of our Bel nont
remapping is to bring base zoning
nore in line wth the existing
permtted | and uses on these
bl ocks. CQur anendnent renoves one
remappi ng on the 800 bl ock of North
40th Street, which we were
originally proposing in order to be
inline with the anticipated | and
use change.

But now that that |and use
change is no | onger inmnent, we
propose to keep the entire bl ock

base as its existing zoning
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designation of RM1, and that's it.
W thank the Commttee for its tine
and consideration this norning.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you very much, Andrew.

Any questions or conments
from menbers of the Commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN J OHNSON:

Heari ng none, wll the Cerk please
call the next panel for Bill No.
230778.

THE CLERK: For 230778, we
have Paul Brunbel ow Burns.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you, Paula. Just state your nane
for the record and begin your
testinony pl ease.

M5. BRUMBELOW BURNS: Hi .
| "' m Paul a Brunbel ow Burns, Director
of Legislation for the Phil adel phia
Cty Planning Conm ssion. | am
here to testify on Bill No. 230778
i ntroduced into Gty Council on

Novenber 2, 2023 by Counci |l menber
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Gauthier. Bill No. 230778 approves
amendnents, the University of
Pennsyl vania Master Plan in the
area bounded by Chestnut Street,
33rd Street, Walnut Street and 34th
Street related to the Student
Performng Arts Center in the
Uni versity Gty nei ghborhood of the
Uni versity Sout hwest Pl anni ng
District.

This bill anends the Mster
Plan for the University of
Pennsylvania to allow for the
construction of the Student
Performng Arts Center on the
triangular site at the intersection
of Whodl and Wal k and 33rd Street.
The proposal includes the addition
of 38,538 square feet of gross
floor area and 11, 893 square feet
of occupied area within the
boundaries of the University of
Pennsyl vani a Master Pl an.

Wth these changes to the

Master Plan, the District renains
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in conpliance wth devel opnent
regul ati ons specified in the zoning
code. The amendnent is consi stent
wi th the conprehensive plan
reconmendati on to encourage
institutional devel opnent in
expansi on through policy and
careful consideration of |and
resour ces.

The Phil adelphia City
Pl anni ng Comm ssi on consi dered Bil
No. 230778 at its public neeting on
Novenber 16, 2023 and recomended
that the bill be for approval. |
wi Il be happy to answer any
questions at this tine.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you very much.

Any questions or conments
from nmenbers of the Commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN J OHNSON:

Heari ng none, will the Cerk please
call the next panel for Bill No.
230780.
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THE CLERK: For 230780, we
have Paul a Brunbel ow Burns fol | owed
by Brandon Savran and Dawn Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Hey,
Paul a. Just state your nane for
the record and pl ease begi n your
testi nony.

M5. BRUMBELOW BURNS: Hi .
| *' m Paul a Brunbel ow Burns, Director
of Legislation with the
Phi | adel phia Gty Pl anning
Comm ssion. |I'mhere to testify on
Bill No. 230780 introduced into
City Council on Qctober 25, 2023 by
Counci | menber Driscoll. Bill No.
230780 anmends the Phil adel phi a
Zoni ng Maps by changing the zoni ng
desi gnati ons of areas of |and
| ocated in an area bounded by
Emeral d, Ontario, Braddock and
Cornwal | Streets in the Harrowgate
nei ghbor hood of the Riverwards
Planning District.

This bill will change the

base zoning district for 3364
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Braddock Street from RSA-5,
Residential Single-Famly, to I-1,
Light Industrial. This bill wll
enabl e by-right inprovenents of a
surface parking ot that will serve
a charter school across the street.
This bill is inconsistent wwth the
conpr ehensi ve plan which reconmends
residential reuse in keeping with
nost of the bl ock.

The -1 Light Industrial
zoning district allows a variety of
uses beyond parking that may
present a negative inpact for
surroundi ng residential honmes on
the block. The Philadelphia Cty
Pl anni ng Comm ssi on consi dered Bil
No. 230780 at its public neeting on
Novenber 16, 2023 and recommended
the bill not for approval. | wll
be happy to answer any questions at
this tine.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you very much.

WIIl the Cerk please cal
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the next witness on this panel.

THE CLERK: Brandon Savran.

MR. SAVRAN. Good norni ng,
M. Chairman and nenbers of the
Rul es Comm ttee. Thank you for
having nme. |I'mtestifying on Bill
230780. My nane is Brandon Savran.
I['"'ma senior attorney with Pritzker
Law Group and |'m here representing
both the property owner and its
tenant Big Picture Phil adel phi a.
Big Picture Philadel phia is an
organi zation that runs two speci al
public schools in Philadel phia,
charter schools. One is El Centro
de Estudiantes in Brewerytown. The
other is Vaux Big Picture Hi gh
School in Sharswood.

Big Picture is about to
open a third school, a high school,
at 3360 Frankford Avenue in
Harrowgate. In one nonent you'l
hear from Dawn Johnson, Big
Picture's Director of Operations

about what nakes Big Picture
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Phi | adel phi a uni que. But | wanted
to first provide sone context as to
the request of this renmapping bil
this norning. In Harrowgate and
its new high school is going to be
| ocated in a beautifully restored
hi stori c warehouse structure on
Frankford Ave.

Ri ght behi nd the new school
I's Braddock Street. And on the
ot her side of Braddock Street is a
vacant | ot that was used by a prior
owner for car storage at 3364
Braddock Street. Because Braddock
Street separates the school from
the parking lot, parking is not
consi dered accessory under the
zoning code there. And thus, a
remapping bill for the Braddock | ot
must occur to nmake parking there
perm ssi bl e.

One of the chall enges of
our zoning code with which the
Commttee may be famliar is that a

nonaccessory parking lot is
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forbidden in al nost every zoning
district other than industrial
districts. So remapping to the I-1
Li ght Industrial designation is
necessary in order to enable
parking there. That being said,
t he school has no intention

what soever in engaging in

i ndustrial activities. This is
going to be a staff parking I ot,
plain and sinpl e.

W appreciate the support
and work of Councilman Driscoll and
his staff and appreciate the
Commttee's attenti on and hopef ul
support of this bill. As a final
word, | wanted to let the Comm ttee
know that the Harrowgate Civic
Association is in support of the
school's use of the Braddock | ot
for parking. And |'ve provided a
|etter fromHarrowgate Cvic to the
Council man's staff to this effect.
Thank you.

I'"d now |l i ke to i ntroduce
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you to Dawn Johnson, Big Picture's
Director of Qperations.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Dawn,
just state your nane and title for
the record and begi n your
testi nony.

M5. JOHNSON:  Good nor ni ng,
Chai rman and nenbers of the Rules
Committee. |I'mtestifying on Bil
230780. My nane is Dawn Johnson
and I"'mthe Director of Operations
for Big Picture Philadel phia. The
Big Picture school that we are
about to open in Harrowgate w ||
serve Grades 9 through 12 and w |
build on the success we've already
achi eved at our existing two
school s in Brewerytown and
Shar swood.

Having the staff parking
| ot available directly at the back
door was one of the reasons we
chose this site for our third
school location. It is critica

for this tool for our teacher

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia

215-504- 4622




Committee on Rules
12/ 04/ 2023

23

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

recruitnment. Candidly we are
surprised to learn that it would
take logistics and action to all ow
teachers to park in the | ot since
it's already a parking lot. So we
woul d be very grateful to have your
support on this bill today.

To tell you a bit about our
public schools of Big Picture
School s, our first school that was
founded in 2009 to serve students
who previously disconnected from
their other schools. Vaux Big
Picture Hi gh School was al so
| aunched in 2017 as a nei ghbor hood
hi gh school in the Sharswood
community. At both schools, BPP s
educati onal nodel incorporates a
robust real-world | earning
opportunities, resiliency services
as well as post-secondary
educati onal supports.

W are conmitted to the
educational equality and

accessibility and intentionally
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reject eligibility requirenents
tied to previous academ c

per f or mances, standardi zed test
scores, behavioral records and
school attendance. Qur five

| icense resiliency specialists help
remedi ate barriers by the success
by providing students with

conpr ehensi ve and soci al enotiona
| earni ng, nmental health, wellness
and basi c support mneans.

Al |l BPP students are paired
wi th an advisor, we call them
teachers, who matriculate with them
through to graduation. C ass sizes
are kept small with a student
teacher ratio of 18-to-1. In
addition to core cl asses,
advi sories neet three tines per
week to engage in group reflection
as well as discussion. Students
across all grade levels participate
inreal-world learning activities
two full days per week through our

flagship RAL programm ng.
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Over the course of the
academ c year, this includes
wor kpl ace, site visits, nock
i ntervi ews, shadow days as well as
a two-day per week internship based
on each student's specific area of
interest, their passion. 1In
conjunction with BPP's RAL program
our post-secondary counsel ors
assi st students in designing their
post - secondary pat hways by
supporting themw th coll ege and
career visionary and action
pl anning. W are also currently
of fering internships in dual
enrol | ment opportunities by way of
Communi ty Col | ege of Phil adel phia
as well as technica
certifications.

We hope to reciprocate
these attributes at our Harrowgate
school where our students are going
to enjoy a brand facility. W
t hank you again for your support on

this bill and pl ease do not
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hesitate to let ne know if you have
any questions about Big Picture

Phi | adel phi a and our wonderful new
school in the Harrowgate area.
Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you very much, M. Johnson.

I want to acknow edge
Counci |l man Mark Squilla. Do you
want to nake a comment on your
bill -- I"msorry, not Mark
Squilla. Mke Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Yes,
Chai r man.

| don't take any zoning
changes lightly as you are well
aware, but | thought in the
aggregate there is a very
conpl enentary use for this new
school and | support it fully.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you, Councilman Mark Squill a,
sponsor of the bill.

Any questions or conments

fromnmenbers of the Commttee?
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(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN J OHNSON:
Heari ng none, will the Cerk please
call -- and thank the two of you
for your testinony. Keep up the
good wor K.

WIIl the derk please cal
t he next panel for Bill 230782.

THE CLERK: For 230782, we
have Paul a Brunbel ow Burns.

COUNCI LMAN J OHNSON:
Wl conme back, Paula. Just state
your name and record -- your name
and title for the record and pl ease
begi n your testinony.

M5. BRUMBELOW BURNS: | am
Paul a Brunbel ow Burns, Director of
Legi slation for the Phil adel phi a
Cty Planning Conm ssion. | am
here to testify on Bill No. 230782
i ntroduced into Gty Council on
Novenber 2, 2023 by Counci | menber
Squilla. Bill No. 230782 anends
t he Phil adel phi a Zoni ng Maps by

changi ng the zoni ng desi gnati ons of
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| and | ocated within an area bounded
by Clearfield, Wite, Ann and Anber
Streets in the Port Ri chnond

nei ghbor hood of the R verwards
Planning District.

This bill will change the
zoning of land on the 3000 bl ock of
Martha Street from RSA-5,
Residential Single-Famly Attached,
to RSA-6, Residential Single-Famly
Attached, to accommodat e PHDC/ Land
Bank- sponsored affordabl e housi ng
project. This change is consistent
with the Riverwards District Plan
reconmendati ons that include
I ncreasi ng the supply of affordable
housi ng i n downzoni ng residenti al
bl ocks where single famly use is
dom nant, especially along smaller
streets.

The Phil adel phia City
Pl anni ng Comm ssion considered Bill
No. 230782 at its public nmeeting on
Novenber 16, 2023 and recomrended
the bill be for approval. 1'Il be
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happy to answer any questions at
this tine.

COUNCI LMAN J OHNSON:
(Mt ed) .

M5. BRUMBELOW BURNS:
Counci | man, you're on nute.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  You
di d say downzoni ng, correct, on
single famly --

M5. BRUMBELOW BURNS:  Yes.
So we're going fromRSA-5 to RSA-6
which has a smaller |ot.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Ckay.
Any questions or conments from
menbers of the Commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN J OHNSON:
Heari ng none, wll the Cerk please
call the next panel for Bill No.
230783.

THE CLERK: For 230783, we
have Phillip G een.

COUNCI LMAN J OHNSON:
Phillip, are you there?

MR. GREEN: Yes, | am
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Sorry about that, popping up on
mut e.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Good
nmorni ng, Phillip.

MR. GREEN. Good norni ng,
Chai rman Johnson and nenbers of the
Rules Commttee. M nane is
Phillip Geen and I'mthe
Commer ci al Corridor |nprovenents
Manager wi thin the Departnent of
Commerce. |'mhappy to testify in
support of Bill No. 230783
approving the plan, estimted costs
and proposed nmet hod of assessnent
of the South Street Headhouse
District for another five-year
aut hori zati on peri od.

Supporting the South Street
Headhouse District's
reaut horization is in line wth the
Commerce Departnent’'s strong
support of Business | nprovenent
Districts citywwde. This is our
way for property owners and

busi ness owners to cone together

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Rules
12/ 04/ 2023

31

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

and fund an organi zati on whose
m ssion is to enhance the business
district. Typical BID services
i ncl ude regul ar si dewal k sweepi ng,
pl aza mai ntenance as well as
di strict brandi ng, nmarketing and
speci al events.

The South Street Headhouse
Di strict renoves thousands of bags
of litter off of their sidewal ks
each year, maintains wre basket
receptacles and in recent years,
they worked with Commerce to
renovate a public plaza just south
of the historic Headhouse shanbl es.
Bl Ds al so often work closely with
busi nesses, civic associations and
police on crinme prevention
initiatives and coordi nate services
with Gty departnents in urgent
situations.

The South Street Headhouse
District is a |leading participant
in quarterly neetings with their

state rep's office, their |ocal
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police district, their three
nei ghboring civic associations, the
District Attorney's Ofice, L& and
ot hers to address nui sance
busi nesses and coordi nate public
safety initiatives. Philadel phia
faces many chal |l enges and resources
are stretched thin across many
hi gh-need areas. It's |ike South
Street Headhouse District are the
City's partners on the ground.
They stabilize their business
districts which allows the Conmerce
Departnent and other Gty agencies
to allocate a nore equitable share
of their finite resources and staff
power toward commercial corridors
In greater need of stabilization.
Wth BIDs |like South Street
self-funding a staff of dedicated
prof essi onal s and physi cal
I nprovenents, the City is better
positioned to aid commerci a
corridors facing greater needs.

South Street and its busi nesses
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need the ongoi ng support of the
South Street Headhouse District and
we urge your support for the bill
Thank you for the opportunity to
testify. |'mhappy to take any
questions at this tine.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Thank
you very much for your testinony.

I think we al so have soneone el se
who will be testifying in support
of this legislation. Brett.

THE CLERK: We al so have a
coupl e nenbers of the Headhouse --
South Street Headhouse District on
the line and sonme community nenbers
who al so submtted witten
testinony. That witten testinony
has been submtted and circul ated
to all Conmttee nenbers. But if
Ken Silver, Dana Fei nberg and
Al l'i son H ndman- Harvey are on and
woul d like to give that testinony
verbally, this will be that
opportunity.

MR. SILVER This is Ken
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Silver. [|'mhere.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Ken,
just state your nane and title for
the record. Please begin your
testi nony.

MR SILVER Yes. M/ nane
is Ken Silver. [|'m President of
Jims Steaks South Street. W're a
cheesesteak restaurant and | guess
a tourist attraction. W opened in
July of 1976. W have 35 enpl oyees
who nostly live w thin wal king
di stance of the restaurant. Jinis
Is, | guess we'll be considered a
destination business and we attract
over half a mllion union visitors
a year.

|'ve been on the Board of
the South Street Headhouse District
for six years. | was the treasurer
for four of those years. | becane
I nvol ved because | wanted to be
able to participate with both an
operator's perspective as well as a

property owner. W actually own
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400 South Street as well as the
bui | di ng next to us, 402 South
Street. The general |ocation of

t he boundaries of the South Street
District are South Street from
Front to 12th, Lonbard to

Bai nbridge from8th Street to 4th
Street, Lonmbard to Christian and
the comercial area between 4th and
6th Streets, Bainbridge, Fitzwater,
so we're a pretty solid chunk of

| and t here.

There are 448 storefronts
with a current 85 percent plus
occupancy. There are al so many
mul ti-tenant properties within the
district. W're a diverse mx of
restaurants, nom and-pop shops,
event and entertai nnent venues,
bars and pubs, and a nunber of
servi ce-oriented businesses that
offer a diversity not easily found
el sewhere in the Gty. South
Street Headhouse was established in

1993 and has been operating since
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then as a direct and nuni ci pal
authority with a purpose of

i nproving public safety,
sanitation, other services to
suppl enent servi ces bei ng provided
by the City of Phil adel phi a.

The goal of South Street
Headhouse District is to provide a
safer, cleaner and wel | - nanaged
busi ness district for the benefit
of the entire conmunity. Through
constant inprovenent, we build an
engagi ng and enticing place to
wor k, visit, shop, invest and |ive.

"Il just go quickly
t hrough the summary of our plan
features. Qur assessnent rate is
.12 percent of the property's
mar ket base valuation for the Cty.
Qur projected annual inconme is to
be 1.025 mllion for 2023 and 1. 145
mllion through 2027. Services
provi ded, we do cleani ng and
mai nt enance beautification,

mar ket i ng, event support, business
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services. Qur planis inline with
our previous five-year plan with
very little deviation. However, we
have a new enphasis on working with
properties to build vacanci es and
it'"s a new priority for us.

Qur annual reporting is to
all assessed owners. W audit on a
yearly basis and that audit is
avai |l abl e through direct mil.

It's available in our offices and
avail able at all our nonthly
nmeeti ngs and by request.

I'"d just like to close by
saying | personally cannot i nmagi ne
running ny business in its current
| ocati on without having the South
Street Headhouse District providing
their critical daily services. W
appreci ate the assistance provi ded
by Councilman Squilla and his staff
and request your support in
reaut hori zi ng the South Street
Headhouse District. Thank you very

nmuch.
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COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you very nuch.

WIIl the Cerk please cal
the next wwtness. | think that
wi || be Dana.

MS. FEI NBERG  Good
norni ng. Thank you so nuch. Good
nor ni ng, Chai rman Johnson and
nmenbers of the Rules Conmttee. M
name i s Dana Fei nberg. | have been
the Rel ati onship and Program
Manager for the South Street
Headhouse District for al nost six
years. | live in Queen Vill age.
I"ve lived in Queen Village for
al nost seven years and work on
approxi mately 13 events and
initiatives annually al ongside the
South Street Board of Directors,
South Street Headhouse District
Executive Director, SSHD s digita
and mar keti ng manager and our
st akehol ders, which are dozens of
property owners and busi ness owners

as well as four neighboring civic
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associ ati ons which are Queen

Vi | | age Nei ghborhood Associ ati on,
Society H Il Ci vic Association,
Bel | a Vi sta Nei ghborhood
Associ ati on and Washi ngton Square
West Civic Associ ation.

My role in the organization
iIs to work with many agencies
within City government to support
exi sting businesses for econonic
growh and retail sustainability.
When | began ny tenure at SSHD, ny
first paid position after nearly 20
years of community center vol unteer
wor k, | worked on specific events
and projects.

Now, in a constituent
services role | amoften the first
poi nt of contact for new business
owners, property owners and even
visitors to the district to provide
vital Cty paraneters as well as a
soft landing into the nei ghborhood.
The onstreet office |located at 407

South Street allows for an
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essentially | ocated comunity hub,
am dst 400-pl us vi brant busi nesses
and nearly 30 Gty blocks in the
heart of the South Street Headhouse
District wthin the iconic and
of ten phot ographed zi pper head
buil ding at 4th and South Street.
Sust ai ni ng t he Busi ness
| mprovenent District which is the
South Street Headhouse District, to
bui |l d personal relationships with
property owners, business owners
and managers inside the shops all
and around South Street. The
retailers, food and beverage
est abl i shnents and service
busi nesses, 98 percent of them sole
or co-owned proprietors including
152 wonen- owned busi nesses and nmany
ot her di verse business owners have
our professional promse to themto
listen carefully, share information
about the systemwe created for
opti mal comruni cati on, best

practices for conpliance within the
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Cty of Philadel phia and of course
share the role of a BID, which is
to provide municipal services
beyond what the City provides.

The BI D works closely with
t he Phil adel phia Police Depart nent
to help keep our City's streets
safe, the Phil adel phia Water
Departnment during water main
breaks, PECO during power outages,
CLIP for Gty abatenent, assi st
restaurants to open their doors
when the Health Departnent is slow
to respond, to be a City |iaison
for the business owner regarding
permtting and conpliance and
wor king with the many other Gty
agencies to hel p navigate issues so
t he busi ness community can do the
job they set out to do, serve the
consuners wel | .

Bef ore, during and
especially after the pandenm c, the
strength of our business conmunity

becane evident when the doors were
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shuttered. The BID held weekly
nmeetings providing a forumto
col | aborate around the chal |l enges
and paths to success. Looking
back, it was both horrifying and
sonme of ny proudest work
experiences. The businesses proved
to be creative, resilient,
dedi cated and passionate. And in
the end, the SSHD had a net |oss of
only one business during the
pandem c. Yes, the SSHD | ost 17
busi nesses. However, during the
span of nearly two years regai ned
16. It was inpressive and they are
I mpr essi ve.

The Busi ness | nprovenent
District is needed as it provides
I nclusive events and initiatives
that fosters a cohesive comunity
and brings feet to the street. The
Bl D provi des annual events like the
Sout h Street Headhouse Holiday Tree
Li ghting, the Festival of Lights,

t he Easter Pronenade, Easter EQg
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Hunt, the South Street Fest, South
Street Ni ght Markets and
Punpki nFest. They bring thousands
of folks frominside and outside
the Gty to South Street and
nei ghbori ng streets.

The BID also facilitates
I nnovati ve uses of space such as
transitioning Live Nation's TLA
froma nusic venue to a Penn
Medi ci ne comrunity vacci nati on
site. That site delivered
t housands of COVID vaccinations to
people in the conmunity, including
many busi ness owners and workers
and their famlies within the South
Street Headhouse District. The
SSHD s prom se to keep the streets
cl ean and safe is through our
partnership wth ACAM Sanitation
Services as well as wth speci al
I nterest projects.

ACAM provi des inperative
daily street cleaning and trash

pi ckup, both essential and
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paranount to our mssion to create
a clean and safe community. The
installation of 150 |ight poles on
South Street and 4th Street are an
i nportant safety elenent to keep
the streets well-lit for businesses
and pedestrians. |f any of the
daily services were halted and we
di d not have these speci al
projects, our comrercial corridor
woul d be unsightly dark and unsafe.
| support the South Street
Headhouse Di strict reauthorization
because conmunity is everything.
I nsi de each brick-and-nortar are
human bei ngs that coul d have chosen
to hang a shingle in any other
nei ghbor hood. Instead they chose
us, and we have a personal,
prof essi onal responsibility to
their community partnerships -- to
be their comunity partners. W
appreci ate the assi stance provi ded
by Councilman Mark Squilla and his

staff and request your support in
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reaut hori zing the South Street
Headhouse District.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you very much, Dana, for your
testinony. Do y'all have anyone
el se here to testify on this panel
regarding this particular piece of
| egi sl ati on?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: | want
to acknow edge Council man Mark
Squilla, the sponsor of the bill.
Counci |l man Squilla, do you have any
comments you would |like to note for
the record?

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you, M. Chair, yes.

And | want to thank
everybody who put this together
hopeful Iy for another solid four
years and then noving the South
Street Headhouse District forward,
so thanks everybody who hel ped out
in this and | ooking forward to

continue working together to nake
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the BI D even nore successful.
Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  You're
wel cone, Mark. Good job as al ways.
And thank you, Dana. And thank
you, Ken. |'m a vegetarian/vegan
now. However, | used to hang out
at Jim Steaks on many a given
eveni ngs when | was hangi ng out
down South Street. So thank you,
Ken, for keeping your conpany
there. | know y'all had sone
chal l enges in the past regarding a
fire, but thank you for sticking
and staying and being a staple on
South Street.

MR. SILVER  Thank you,
Chair.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  You're
wel cone.

If there are no nore
qguestions or comments from nenbers
of the Commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: W I |
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the Cerk please call the next
panel for Bill No. 230741.

THE CLERK: For 230741, we

have Paul a Brunbel ow Burns.
(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Paul a,
can you state your nane for the
record and pl ease begi n your
testi nony.

M5. BRUMBELOW BURNS: MWy
name i s Paul a Brunbel ow Bur ns,
Director of Legislation for the
Phi | adel phia Gty Pl anning
Commi ssion. |'mhere to testify on
Bill No. 230741 introduced into
Cty Council on Qctober 26, 2023 by
Counci | menber Curtis, Jr. Bill No.
230741 authorizes Basic Uilities
and Services use on a certain
| ocation wthin the section of East
Fai r nrount Park bounded by the
ri ght-of-way of the CSX Railroad,
Grard Avenue and 33rd Street in
t he Brewerytown nei ghborhood of the

Lower North Planning District.
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This bill will enable the

Phi | adel phi a Water Departnment to
control the plant construction of
the East Park Booster Punp Station.
The proposed punp station is
adj acent to an existing punp
station of the sane nane | ocated at
Grard Avenue and 33rd Street in
Fai rmount Park. The existing punp
station provides suppl enent al
dri nki ng water supply to an area
west of the Schuyl kill River at
| oner el evation, i.e., West
Phi | adel phia, University City,
Sout hwest Phi | adel phia and t he
airport. And it is critical to
suppl yi ng the residents of that
ar ea.

The existing station was
constructed in 1935 and nuch of its
equi pnent has reached the end of
Its expected service and requires
repl acenent. Rehabilitating the
exi sting punp station was

determ ned to be i nfeasible because
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the existing station needs
sust ai ned service throughout
construction and additional spaces
needed to neet nodern buil di ng
codes.

The proposed punp station
wi Il replace the existing punp
station and wi |l have additi onal
capacity which will increase
resiliency during energencies. The
Phi | adel phia Gty Pl anning
Commi ssi on considered Bill No.
230741 at its public neeting on
Novenber 16, 2023 and reconmmended
the bill for approval. | wll be
happy to answer any questions at
this tinme.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you very much

Any questions or conments
from menbers of the Commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN J OHNSON:

Heari ng none, wll the Cerk please

call the next bill for No. 2 -- the
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next panel for Bill No. 230742.

THE CLERK: For 230742, we
have Paul a Brunbel ow Burns.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Paul a,
just state your nane for the record
and pl ease begin your testinony.

M5. BRUVBELOW BURNS: |'m
Paul a Brunbel ow Burns, Director of
Legi slation for the Phil adel phia
Cty Planning Comm ssion. |'m here
to testify on Bill No. 230742
i ntroduced into Gty Council on
Cct ober 26, 2023 by Counci | nenber
Jones, Jr. Bill No. 230742
aut hori zes Basic Utilities and
Services used on a certain
| ocation, a section of West
Fai r nrount Park bounded by Wnnfield
Avenue, Bel nont Avenue and Parksi de
Avenue near the Wnnfield
nei ghbor hood within the Wst Park
Pl anning District.

This bill will enable the
Phi | adel phia Water Departnent to

construct and operate a new
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drinki ng water punp station
referred to as the CGeorgia's Hill
Punp Station near the intersection
of North Georgia's H Il Drive and
South Georgia's H Il Drive in
Fai rmount Park. The Georgia's Hill
Punp Station wll provide a backup
supply to an area west of the
Schuyki || Ri ver at higher
el evations, which includes
Over brook and Wnnfi el d.

PWD Water Revitalization
Pl ant includes a goal to have at
| east two water sources for each
pressure district, which would be
achi eved in the Bel nont Hi gh
Service District by constructing
the Georgia's H Il Punp Station.
The Phil adel phia City Pl anning
Conmm ssi on consi dered Bill
No. 230742 at its public neeting on
Novenber 16, 2023 and recomrended
the bill be for approval. | wll
be happy to answer any questions at

this tine.
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COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you very nuch.

Any questions or coments
fromnmenbers of the Commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN' J OHNSON:

Hearing none, wll the Cerk please
call the next panel for Bill
No. 230771.

THE CLERK: For 230771, we
have Paul a Brunbel ow Bur ns.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Paul a,
just state your nane and title for
the record and pl ease begin your
testi nony.

M5. BRUMBELOW BURNS: [|'m
Paul a Brunbel ow Burns, Director of
Legi slation for the Phil adel phi a
City Planning Conmi ssion. |'mhere
to testify on Bill No. 230771
i ntroduced into Gty Council on
Novenber 2, 2023 by Counci | menber
Jones, Jr. Bill No. 230771 amends
The Phi | adel phi a Zoni ng Code by

changi ng the zoni ng by revising
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certain provisions of Section
14-524, entitled "FDO 4th District
Overlay District,"” in the

St rawberry Mansi on nei ghbor hood of
the Lower North Planning District.

This bill will prohibit
roof decks in the northwest corner
of the Strawberry Mansion
nei ghborhood that falls within the
FDO 4th District overlay. This
portion of the nei ghborhood is
conprised al nost entirely of
rowhouses. This bill matches the
area of the community that is
| ocated within the 5th Council
District. It is included in the
St rawberry Mansi on Nei ghbor hood
Conservation Overlay that includes
t hese provi sions.

This bill brings
consistency of limtations to roof
decks in the neighborhood. The
Phi | adel phia Gty Pl anning
Commi ssi on considered Bill No.

230771 at its public neeting on
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Novenber 16, 2023 and reconnended
the bill be for approval. 1'Il be
happy to answer any questions at
this tine.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you very much

Any questions or conments
from nmenbers of the Commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN J OHNSON:
Heari ng none, will the Cerk please
call the next panel for Bill No.
230764.

THE CLERK: For 230764, we
have Paul a Brunbel ow Burns and
Raheem Manni ng.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  And
before you begin your testinony,
Paul a and Raheem | want to
acknow edge the sponsor of the
bill, Councilman |sai ah Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:

M. Chair, good norning. Thank you
for allowing ne to join the

Comm ttee today and thank you for
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giving ne a few mnutes just to
speak about this |egislation.

During the pandem c, the
Horticul ture Task Force was created
and there were a nunber of
reconmendati ons that came out of a
report that a group of vol unteer
artists did for the Cty of
Phi | adel phia. One of those
recommendations -- I'msorry. One
of those recomendati ons consi sted
of the nighttine econony position
whi ch we have right now. And based
on that work, we have been able to
acconplish a nunber of things,
including a bill that's in front of
us today that our teamor the
Commer ce Departnment will el aborate
about .

So thank you, M. Chair. |
appreciate it. Thank you to
menbers of this Conmttee and |I'm
al so on standby to be able to
answer any questions that folks may

have. Thank you, M. Chair.
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COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you very nuch.

The Chair recogni zes Paul a
Brunbel ow t o pl ease begin your
testi nony.

MS. BRUMBELOW BURNS: | am
Paul a Brunbel ow Burns, Director of
Legi sl ation for the Philadel phia
City Planning Conm ssion. | am
here to testify on Bill No. 230764
introduced into City Council on
Novenber 2, 2023 by Counci |l menber
Thomas. Bill No. 230764 anmends The
Phi | adel phi a Zoni ng Code by
revising definitions and rules
governi ng night clubs and private
cl ubs and creating the event
assenbly facility use category and
it will apply cityw de.

This bill wll clarify the
definition of night club and
several related-use categories in
Chapter 14 of the Code. This
action is intended to alleviate

uni nt ended regul atory pressure on
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busi nesses since the nature of sone
of those comercial activities has
evol ved since the text was
originally witten. This text
change was pronpted by code actions
agai nst busi nesses that woul d
reasonably not be considered a
ni ght club by contenporary
definitions, such as instructional
dance studios, retail or restaurant
establ i shnents with a nusica
performer and event facilities |ike
catering halls.

This section of the code
was intended to requlate a very
di fferent business nodel than what
the interpretation of the code
currently allows. Thus, the need
was identified to clarify in the
code what constitutes a night club,
to update the definition to include
public entertai nnent venues to
clarify the definition of banquet
and catering halls and to separate

banquet uses from ni ght club uses.
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The Pl anni ng Conm ssion's
staff was involved in the efforts
to refine the code al ongsi de the
Cty's Commerce, Licenses &

I nspections and Law Depart nent.
These changes to the code are
consi stent with the conprehensive
plan as it helps to -- it creates
clarity, policy support in

gover nnent responsiveness to
commer ci al busi nesses. The

Phi | adel phia Gty Pl anning

Commi ssi on considered Bill No.
230764 at its public neeting on
Novenber 19, 2023 and reconnended
the bill for approval. [1'Il be
happy to answer any questi ons.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Thank
you very much

The Chair recognizes the
next w tness of the panel Raheem
Manni ng. Just state your nane and
title for the record and pl ease
begi n your testinony.

MR, MANNI NG Good
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norni ng, M. Chairnman and nenbers
of the Rules Commttee. M nane is
Raheem Manning. |'mthe Director
of Nighttime Econony in the CGty's
Departnment of Commrerce. |'m here
to testify in support of Bil

No. 230764, which anends The

Phi | adel phi a Zoni ng Code by
revising the rules and definitions
related to night clubs, private
clubs as well as catering in the
event facility use category.

What does this |egislation
acconplish? Well, first it revises
the zoning use definition of night
cl ubs and public entertai nnent
venues to better reflect nodern
busi ness nodel s such as karaoke
| ounges and restaurants that
transition to public entertai nnment
in the evening. It also creates
commonsense exenptions in the
m suse category. These include
I nstructional dance classes and

busi nesses that provide nusical
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per f ormances as an accessory use,
such as a violin at a restaurant
whil e you're eating dinner.

Lastly, it creates event
assenbly facility use category.
Previously all of the venues fall
into the night club definition,
banquet halls and ot her spaces that
host private events such as
weddi ngs, birthday parties now have
separate zoning use. Last year
Li censes & I nspections initiated
t he Ease of Doi ng Busi ness effort
in response to confusion for
busi ness owners. This |egislation
woul d not be possible w thout the
ongoi ng partnershi p between
Commer ce (i naudi ble)team Licenses
& I nspections, Planning and Law.

This group expl ored zoni ng
codes in other cities. W sought
direct feedback fromnighttine
operators and eval uated the inpact
of various business nodels. In the

new year, the sane group w ||
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reconvene to create educati onal
materials to conduct a public
engagenent canpaign. W want to

t hank Counci | menber Thomas for

i ntroducing this bill and working
diligently with the Kenney

Adm nistration, to continue to
support our nighttine econony. And
| thank the Cormttee for hearing
me and |'m avail able for questions.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you very much.

Any questions or conments
from menbers of the Commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Ckay.
Heari ng none, will the Cerk please
call the next panel for Bill
No. 230770.

THE CLERK: For 230770, we
first have Paul a Brunbel ow Burns.
And then the next panel wll
include WIlIliam McDowel | and Ronal d
Patt er son.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Paul a,
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just state your nane and title for
the record and pl ease begi n your
testi nony.

M5. BRUMBELOW BURNS: MWy
name i s Paul a Brunbel ow Burns,
Director of Legislation for the
Phi | adel phia Gty Pl anning
Commi ssion. |'mhere to testify on
Bill No. 230770 introduced into
City Council on Novenber 2, 2023 by
Counci | menber Jones, Jr. for
Counci |l President O arke.

Bill No. 230770 amends The
Phi | adel phi a Zoni ng Code and Maps
by changi ng the zoni ng desi gnati ons
of certain areas of |and |ocated
wi thin an area bounded by
Callowhill, 18th, Vine and 20th
Streets, and to anend Section
14- 500 overlay zoning districts in
t he Logan Square nei ghbor hood of
the Central Planning D strict.

This bill is part of a package of
bills that will allow for the

redevel opnment of 1801 Vine Street,
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the former Famly Court buil ding
and 1901 Wod Street, the |ot

behi nd t he Parkway Central Branch
of the Free Library.

These properties were
subject to an RFQ RFP process for
redevel opnment. The redevel opnent
project will include an expansion
of the Free Library to house the
Children and Famly Center, a new
home for the African Anmerican
Museum of Phil adel phia, a hotel in
the former Fam |y Court buil ding,
and m xed-use devel opnent
under ground parking and a public
pl aza.

Bill No. 230770 remaps two
parcels of land to CMX-4, clarifies
how t he Parkway Buffer Area of the
Center Gty Overlay applies to 1901
Wod Street, allows structures up
to 360 feet on a portion of the
site and allows for nonresidential
roof decks w thout speci al

exception approval. Pl anning
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Comm ssi on and Law Departnent staff
wor ked on an anendnent to the

| anguage of this bill to clarify
the Art Comm ssion Revi ew.

Thi s anmendnent is technical
in nature and does not change the
bill's substance. The Phil adel phi a
Cty Planning Conm ssion consi dered
Bill No. 230770 at its public
neeti ng on Novenber 16, 2023 and
reconmended the bill be for
approval with anmendnent. 1'Ill be
happy to answer any questions at
this tine.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you very nuch.

WIlIl the Cerk begin to
call the witnesses on this next
panel .

THE CLERK: On the next
panel we have WIIliam McDowel | and
Ronal d Paterson. Al so signed up,
we have Evens Charles and Nichol as
Chal ko but | do not see themin the

Teans neeting, so we will let the
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first two begin.

MR. PATTERSON. Good
norni ng - -

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Just
state --

MR. PATTERSON:. -- okay.
I''msorry.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Just
state your nanme and your record --
state your nane and title for the
record and begin your testinony.
Good norni ng, Ron.

MR. PATTERSON: Good
nor ni ng, M. Chairman and ny
Counci | man, nenbers of the
Commttee. M nane is Ronald
Patterson. |I'mwth the law firm
Kler Harrison Harvey Branzburg in
Phi | adel phia, 1835 Market Street.
Wth me is M. WIIliam McDowel
who's with National Real Estate
Advi sors, and |'m here on behal f of
themas well as Frontier
Devel opment and Hospitality.

As Paul a nentioned and did
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a good rehash, this regards

| egislation to remap the bl ock of
1900 Vine Street to Callowhill,
19th Street to 20th Street and a
portion of 1901 Whwod Street. The
remapping fromR4 to CMX-4 to
allow for the devel opnent that was
offered by the Gty via the RFP

whi ch was awarded to ny clients to
renovate the Phil adel phia Free

Li brary, to renovate and revise the
Fam |y Court building, to construct
a new African Anmerican Miuseum and
to construct three additional

m xed- use buil di ngs which

M. MDowell will talk about.

I was wondering if we could
have hi m share his screen to show
you to renderings. It would al so
relieve the Parkway overlay zoning
district to allow for buildings to
exceed 125 feet in height. As
Paul a nenti oned, we worked cl osely
wi th Planning Conm ssion also in

drafting the bill. Wth the
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concept of placing a bubble over
the property so that anything
within that bubble will be
permtted as a matter of rights so
we woul d not need any zoni ng board
relief.

There are conpanion bills
bei ng heard by Cty Counci
tonorrow, one to vacate and cl ean
up sone right-of-ways and street
remmants within the property and
the second to authorize the sale on
the (inaudible) fromthe City
property to our clients. W've
al so secured an EOP plan, which |
believe is attached to the bill and
we began di scussi ons and
presentations with Logan Square
G vic Association to work
hand-in-hand with themw th a
design. O course we would have to
return to them many tines for
design review to discuss the
desi gns and i npacts and work

towards a conmunity benefits
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agreenent. So unless there's any
questions fromne on the | ega

side, with that said | turn it over
to M. MDowell who can give you a
brief overview of the project.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Chai r
recogni zes M. MDowell. Please
state your nane and title for the
record.

MR. McDOWELL: Good
norning. My name is WIIliam
McDowel | and |I'ma Senior Director
at National Real Estate Devel opnent
here in Phil adel phia. 1'd just
like to say good norning to
Chai rman Johnson and nenbers of the
Rul es Committee. |'m happy to be
here this norning on behalf of this
project. | do have sone graphics
but I don't have the share conmmand
aut hori zed. So, Ron, | don't know
whet her you do or not.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Brett?

THE CLERK: M. MDowel |, |

just requested Council Support nake

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Rules
12/ 04/ 2023

69

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

you a presenter. |t may just take
one noment .

MR. McDOWELL: Ckay. Thank
you. Just a little bit of
background. |'mhere on a joint
venture between National Real
Est at e Devel opnent and Evens
Charles with Frontier Hospitality &
Devel opnent. Evens is a joint
venture partner wwth us. W've
been wor ki ng together for al nost
t wo- and-a-half years now. In
pursuing this project, we were
selected in late sunmer as the
devel oper and we were thrilled with
that decision. |It's a large
project. It's an anbitious
project, and let nme --

THE CLERK: M. MDowel I,
you should be -- yes, sorry. You
shoul d be able to share now.

MR McDOWELL: Got it.

Ckay. Can you see that?
MR, PATTERSON. Yes.
MR McDOWELL: Okay. |I'Il
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just go through a few sel ect inages
so peopl e can understand the

truly -- the breadth of this
project. This is a vision that has
devel oped over tinme in conjunction
with the Council President, with
the Free Library, with the African
Anmerican Museum and also with sone
ot her stakeholders. The Barnes is
right across the street and there
is all the cultural institutions

al ong t he Parkway.

And this really is to in ny
words a rising tinme, this all
shifts here. Having the African
Aneri can Museum nove to the Par kway
| think is going to be
transformative to the Parkway and
to the nei ghborhood. As you can
see on this project, there are two
distinct sites, 1801 Vine Street
which is on the | ower right-hand
side of the building. That is the
Fam |y Court building which is

proposed to be turned into a hotel.
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And Evens Charl es, that was
significant relationships with a
nunber of | eading hotel chains,
nanely the Marriott and has
anmbitious plans for the renovation
of that building into a 217-room
hot el .

On the upper left is 1901
Wod Street. That's currently a
parking lot wth sone buil dings
t hat are mai ntenanced, shed for the
l'ibrary. Those structures wll be
denol i shed and this site wll be
transfornmed to contain the addition
to the Free Library for Children
and Fam lies Center, the African
Ameri can Museum on the upper left-
hand corner and then a residentia
devel opnment with ground fl oor
retail on the corner of 19th and
Cal | owhi I I .

This is an imge of the
African American Museum as you're
| ooki ng down Pennsyl vani a Avenue

with the Barnes on your right.
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This is | ooking towards Center
Cty. You can see the Free Library
on the right-hand side and the
residential tower in the
background. This is the Famly
Court, an inage that you've seen
for a long tinme and hopefully one
where after we're done, the lights
will be on. And this will be an
amazi ng conpanion as it always was
intended to be to the Free Library.
This is an i mage | ooki ng
north froma shot up above Logan
Crcle. This is the inmage | ooking
up 20th Street of the African
Ameri can Museum showi ng its
connection to the Parkway and its
position al ongside the rest of the
cultural institutions and in
particul ar, across the street, the
Cal der Gardens which is under
construction across the street,
across the Parkway and then the
ot her institutions that surround

it.
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This is an i mage of the
Children and Famlies Center. This
is an addition to the library. It
does not touch the historic library
facade, but it is connected
underground and wi |l provide
anenities that the Free Library has
| ong sought for its facility. This
is sone of the public (inaudible)
causes. This will have progranmm ng
jointly between the Free Library,
bet ween the African Anerican Miseum
and the residential devel opnent
that m xes those cultural uses wth
retail that would open up fromthe
base of the residential tower, and
this would be open to the public.

You can see this is a shot
| ooki ng west with the Barnes in the
background, which wll truly
activate this site into what we
believe will be really a 24/7
devel oprment simlar to what we' ve
done on East Market Street between

11th and 12th. These are the
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actual conponents of the project so
you can see the arrangenent.

And one of the reasons that
we chose to do a tower devel opnent,
we held that over to 19th Street so
we sort of kept it away fromthe
actual Parkway view and was to be
able to create public spaces for
the benefit of everyone in the
nei ghbor hood, opposed to filling up
the site with structures. So this
allows Carlton Street to continue
t hrough as a pedestri an wal kway and
again to have active and public
entrances for the African Anerican
Museum

These are the zoning
di agrans. This is what Paul a was
explaining. And this is really the
details of what we've been working
wi th the Pl anni ng Conm ssion on for
the bill that's in front of you
today. |'m happy to answer any
guestions that you m ght have. And

again, this is the netrics of the
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actual conponent of the buil ding.

MR. PATTERSON: Thank you,
Bill.

MR. McDOWELL: You're
wel cone.

MR. PATTERSON. That's all
we have, M. Chair.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Thank
you very nmuch. | just had a
guestion regarding -- and | don't
have the EOP plan in front of ne,
but just give ne an overvi ew of
what the EOP plan |ooks like. Is
there any -- in terns of equitable
owner shi p of people of color
devel opers that is part of a
particul ar project and what does
your professional services
comm tnent | ook |ike around your
ECP, just asking?

MR McDOWELL:  Yep. No,
that's a good question. And this
is sonething -- | think this is
truly one of the nost diverse |arge

devel opnents in the GCty's history.
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Evens Charles, graduate of Tenple
Uni versity and knows Phil adel phi a
very well, has an amazing story
whi ch he told at the news
conference, the Mayor, the Counci
President, has built a significant
hospitality conpany. He's anxious
to cone to Phil adel phia and
(inaudible). He is a true equity
partner not just in the hotel
portion, but he is a full equity
partner in the entire devel opnent.
Underneath that |ayer, we
have three other firns that are
part of this product, BKP
Devel opnent with Kyl e Easley and
Bryhei m Murray who are going to be
al so equity partners in the
devel opment as well as Smith &
Roller with Tayyib Smth, who's
significantly hel ping out on the
devel opnent of the African Anmerican
Museum Al of them have the
opportunity for equity

participation in the overal
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devel opnent .

Underneath all of that is a
comm tment, both on the
pr of essi onal services side of up to
40 percent participation by MBE,
VBE and DBE firnms. And then we
have a true joint venture on the
construction side between Hunter
Roberts, LF Driscoll and MKi ssack.
So again -- and MKi ssack having a
true fee, partnership on this. And
underneath that is the comm t nent
for the engagenent of mnority
femal e workers in the construction
of the project and mnority and
female firnms as subcontractors to
the overall devel opnent.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: el I,
t hank you, WIIliam McDowel | . |
think this project is going to set
the bar regardi ng equitable
devel opnent and participation as it
relates to how we do devel opnent
here in the Gty of Philadel phia.

And |"'ma firmbeliever that we
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have to erase the nonster that
brought in the tale of two cities
where sone parts of the City are
doi ng great when it cones to

devel opnment and sone parts aren't
doi ng so great based upon the

| evel s of participation and how we
build this Gty.

And so, | know a | ot of key
pl ayers that you just nentioned who
are participating in the project,
but it's good to hear it for the
record. | just want to thank you
and | thank Council President
Darrell C arke who isn't here but
al so took the lead on this
particular project. | thank him
for his |eadership around nmaki ng
sure this is a diverse inclusive
project as well as ny good friend
out standi ng | awyer Ron Patterson
fromthe great part of South
Phi | adel phi a.

And so, with that being

said any other questions or
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comments from nmenbers of the
Comm ttee?
(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Ckay.
Heari ng none, we will now proceed
to go into our public coment
section and we thank everyone for
participating. And we will take a
nonment to allow for the Tech team
to set up the systemfor public
comrent s.

THE CLERK: M. Chair, due
to the volune | believe Counci
Support will need a coupl e of
m nut es.

Darian, just |let us know
whenever you and Council Support
are ready.

COUNCI L TECH SUPPORT: W |
do. Thank you.

(Brief recess.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: St ate
your nane and your testinony. Good
nor ni ng, Sar ah.

M5. M TCHELL: Good
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norning. M nane is Sarah
Mtchell. | live in the 33rd --
3300 block of 33rd Street. W are
agai nst the rooftop thing. W
don't want that in our

nei ghborhood. I'ma long-tine
resident and we don't want it in
our nei ghborhood. W' re agai nst
it. W are definitely against it.
Ckay.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you very -- thank you very nuch.

M5. M TCHELL: Ckay.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Al
right. Have a good one.

M5. M TCHELL: You do the
sane.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: W I |
the Clerk please call the next
person for public comment.

THE CLERK: Next speaker
for 230741, we have Fred Wi tton.

(No response.)
THE CLERK: Fred Wtton or

Whitton, if you are on, you nay
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begi n your testinony.
( Backgr ound
interruption.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: I f
you' re not speaking public coment,
can you pl ease nmute your phone.

And, Brett, if the
i ndi vidual isn't --

MR VH TTON: Ch, good
af t er noon.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Go
ahead. Hello?

MR, VWH TTON: Hell o.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yes.
State your nane for the record and
pl ease begi n your comment.

MR WH TTON:  Ckay. M
nanme is Frederick Witton. | live
in the 3300 bl ock of West Philly
Hi gh Avenue. And |I'mhere to
testify about the Bill 230771. As
a 45-year resident of the
nei ghborhood, |I'min support of
mai ntai ni ng the histori cal

integrity of the houses on 33rd
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Street.

As in ny time living in the
nei ghbor hood, over 35 percent of
the famlies al so share a 30-year
or nore tinme in the nei ghborhood.
As a result, we have becone a very
cl ose-knit famly and we provide
support to areas in this
nei ghbor hood | i ke Ethel Allen, and
we have al so decided to beautify
t he nei ghbor hood whi ch incl udes
sidewal k fl ower pots, inproved
lighting for the lots, cleanliness
and cleaning the streets every
week. As a result, we feel that we
would like to maintain the
integrity and value. So we are in
support of Bill No. 230771.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Thank
you very much for your public
conment .

WIIl the Cerk please cal
t he next person for public comment.

THE CLERK: Speaking on

230771, we have Joetta Johnson.
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COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: St ate
your nane for the record and you
can begin, Joetta.

M5. JOHNSON:  Good nor ni ng.
My name is Joetta Johnson. | am
the Bl ock Captain of the 3300 bl ock
of West (inaudible) Street. And |
am here to testify in support of
Bill No. 230771

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Begi n
your testinony.

M5. JOHNSON: | am
testifying that I am agai nst the
rooftop decks in allowance with our
hi stori cal houses that are being
denol i shed and damaged in the
nei ghbor hood due to the
reconstruction of tearing down our
hi storical properties. And | would
like to support this bill. No
rooftop decks in our nei ghborhood.
Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Ckay.
Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Cerk please cal
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the next person wth public
comrent .

THE CLERK: Speaki ng on

Item 230770, we have Paul a Jones.
(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Paul a,
pl ease state your nane for the
record and begin your comrent.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Paul a Jones, if
you are on and avail able, you nmay
begi n your testinony.

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: I f not
available, let's go to the next
person pl ease.

THE CLERK: Speaking on
230770, we have Matthew Wl ker.

COUNCI L TECH SUPPORT:

Mat t hew Wal ker was not on the call.
He di sconnected earlier. | think I
nessaged - -

THE CLERK: Sorry. Ckay.
Then next we have Adi pia Rachit

Kumar .
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MR RACH T KUVAR: Am |
audi bl e? Hell 0?

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yes.
Who am | speaking to?

MR RACH T KUMAR This is
Adi pia Rachit Kumar. Am | audi bl e?

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yes,
we are.

MR RACH T KUVAR  Very
good. Ckay. Thank --

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Pl ease
state your nanme for the --

MR. RACH T KUMAR Yes. MWy
nanme is Adipia Rachit Kumar and |'m
speaking in support of Bill
No. 230770.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  |I's
that it?

MR, RACH T KUMAR: My |
begi n?

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Are
you finished your public comment?

MR. RACH T KUMAR. Ch, no,
no. GCkay. So ny coment is

basically that I amin support of
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the bill because |I believe that
hi gh density devel opnent is
necessary for revitalizing our
nei ghborhood. | understand this
Committee will oversee the
opposition froma few small vocal
mnority of residents who are
basi cal |y opposed to any change
what soever and who conpl ai n about
conserving the history of the

nei ghbor hood, but the truth is that
cities need to grow and devel op.
They can't remain stagnant.

And | believe that the
purpose of this bill is intended to
support and woul d have signifi cant
benefits for our nei ghborhood far
i n excess of the cost of changing a
few views. Therefore, | urge the
Commttee to support the bill
Even though | know it's been
post poned, but | would |ike you to
keep in mind that it's a mnority
of peopl e who oppose the bill and

you shoul d support it. Thank you.
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That ends ny comment.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you. Thank you very much.

WIl the derk please cal
t he next person for public comment.

THE CLERK: Yes, M. Chair.
Al so, just to clarify for the |ast
speaker and the view ng public,
Bill No. 230770 is not being held.
It is being heard today. It was
anot her item 230713 that is being
hel d.

So next to speak on Bil
No. 230770 we have Mehran
Yazdani an.

M5. YAZDANIAN. Hi. This
I's Mehran Yazdani an and |'m at 2000
Ham I ton Street. |'m supporting on
sonme but not supporting for the
bill. | think that the African
American Museumis wonderful to
have and al so the renovation of the
Fam |y Court, but |'m dead agai nst
the high-rise, dead against the

zoning type regulations. M
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gquestion is that | wanted Cty
Council to revisit the height of
the residential tower that is above
what the area has been zoned for.

So if you have a zoning | aw
for the height, we should adhere to
it. | urge the Gty Council to
adhere to the zoni ng hei ght
regul ation that we currently have.
Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you very much.

WIl the derk please cal
t he next person for public comment.

THE CLERK: For 230770, we
have Robert Sutton.

MR SUTTON: Yes. M/ nane
Is Robert Sutton and | appreciate
the opportunity to provide coment
on Bill No. 230770. |I1've lived in
t he Logan Square nei ghbor hood for
about 18 years, first on Cherry
Street and then now in GCtyview
Condom niunms. |'ve been active

wi th the Logan Square Nei ghborhood
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Associ ati on throughout that tine
and was part of the Steering
Conmttee that worked in
partnership with the Phil adel phia
Cty Planning Conm ssion to devel op
t he Logan Squar e Nei ghbor hood
Par kway Pl an, which was conpl eted
back in 2009.

This plan was devel oped to
provide for growh in new
devel opnment but also to protect the
positive aspects of the lowrise
hi stori c nei ghbor hood and t he open
space characteristics of the
Par kway and the nearby areas. The
Benjam n Franklin Parkway is a
speci al area, not just for
residents of the nei ghborhood, but
the entire city and region. It's a
pl ace that people cone to relax, to
cel ebrate, to denonstrate, to join
political rallies, to |earn and be
inspired, the nmuseum library. Al
of this happens in an area that is

green and filled with trees and

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Rules
12/ 04/ 2023

90

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

with wde views and plenty of
sunlight and fresh air.

This didn't happen by
acci dent but by w de (inaudible)
foresight over the entire history
of the Gity. The original plan for
Wl liam Penn's green country town
provi ded that the major conmercia
devel opment will be concentrated
al ong Market Street and Broad
Street. That's where the subway
lines were | ater constructed, and
that's where the regional rai
lines have their stations. And
those are the areas where the Gty
Plan currently provides for the
hi ghest density devel opnent.

Even The Al exander built by
Church of Latter Day Saints
devel opnent over on 16th Street,
which wll be just slightly higher
than 360 feet, limt the rezoning
woul d provide for is closer to
Broad Street in this area and

relatively closer to public transit
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options. This is -- to have a tal
bui l ding along 19th Street woul d
really stick out like a sore thunb
in the vision of the whol e Par kway
directly behind the library, and
the view from Logan Square woul d be
drastically changed and the
perspectives along the entire

Par kway woul d be different.

I think that that needs to
be rethought. I1'msure it can be.
There have been ot her proposals
t hat woul d exceed hei ght
limtations before when the Dalian
was proposed, it was proposed as a
44-story building and a | ater
77-story, but it conplied with the
height limtation of 125 feet. At
2100 Pennelton, it was also a
proposal for nuch taller buildings.
It ended up being a very good
devel opnent within the 125-foot
hei ght limtation.

The sane thing with the new

Granary, which was initially
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proposed as an overbuild on top of
the historical Ganary, but they
wor ked with the Nei ghborhood

Associ ation, worked with the
125-height limtation and it becane
a very good devel opnent, so |I'm
sure that it's possible and | think
that we can work sonething out with
Nati onal and Frontier to see that a
plan i s devel oped that they will be
nore proud of and that the

nei ghbor hood can be nore proud of
and that the City as a whole can
appreci ate, recognizes the historic
intention that the Parkway area be
an extension of the park, the green
line into the Gty right down to
the commercial heart of the Cty,
but respecting that that requires a
buf fer zone which has been provi ded
for by regul ation over the years,
and nore recently when there was
nore intense devel opnent pressure
in this area, the 125-foot hei ght

limtation.
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| al so am concerned that
this is not a fully fornmul ated pl an
and it is premature to provide
upzoning in this case when we're
not really sure what the final plan
woul d energe to be. W don't know
what we woul d be getting when we
grabbed this significant upgrade of
zoning. And | think that also
endangers the buildings that we are
nost concerned about, the library
itself and the Famly Court itself.
Because for the library, it is
according to this bill now
subject -- would al so have the
height limtation raised. This
woul d put pressure on the library.
If not right now, sone tinme in the
future to have some overbuild above
the library.

And the sane thing m ght
happen wth respect to Famly Court
because it would al so be subject to
the CMX-4 zoning. CMX-4 zoning
woul d apply to the library and
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Fam |y Court and the breaking

t hrough the height limtation would
apply to the library as well as the
1901 Wod Street area. | think
that it needs to be thought out,
reviewed and it's premature to
grant zoning of this project at
this tine.

| ook forward to worKking
wi th devel opers here. |t seens
i ke they have wonderful ideas.

The idea of the African Anerican
Museum i n Phil adel phia is very
good. The library expansion al so
IS quite positive. | think that we
could work it out, but it's too
early. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you very much. Are you finished
your testinony?

(No response.)

THE CLERK: M. Chair, |
bel i eve that was the concl usion of
his testinmony. | can call the next

speaker if you are ready.
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COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  I''m
ready. Pl ease do.

THE CLERK: For 230770, we
have Janet Kroll.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: GCkay. Mbving
on, | was told by Support that she
IS not connected. So next for
230770 we have Gary Bressler.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Gary,
pl ease begin your public comrent.

MR. BRESSLER: Good
norni ng. Thank you for giving ne
the opportunity to speak. | don't
want to repeat everything the |ast
gentl eman said because | basically
agree with what he said. MW wfe
and | have lived in Logan Square
area over six years. One of the
draws of the area was know ng there
was a height restriction with
regard to building in the area so
that the views in the area would
not be | ost.

In fact, | just purchased a
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condom ni um bei ng aware of that.

I, like many in the Logan Square
area, was aware that the Gty had
protected these views and protected
t he nei ghbor hood and hope that the
City would continue to do so.

Pl ease do not betray this trust.

Pl ease don't take away the views we
have of the City and that nany of
us have of Billy Penn sitting on
the top of Gty Hall. It was put
on the top of Gty Hall so we can
see himand don't nmake it so we
can't.

O her buil ders such as the
bui | der of the Dalian have been
able to create first-class
profitable apartnments with very
heal thy rental charges while
tearing into the height
requirenment. | lived there for six
years and they were able to
increase the rent and still be
al nost fully occupied. The

devel oper obviously recently went
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into this venture know ng of these
hei ght restrictions, and there's
insufficient justification to
change them now. Thank you for
allowing ne the tinme to speak to
the Conmittee.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Thank
you very much for your testinony.

WIIl the Cerk please cal
t he next person pl ease.

THE CLERK: Next to speak
on 230770 we have Hope CGold Shafer.

M5. GOLD SHAFER: Hi. Good
norni ng. Thanks for giving ne the
opportunity to speak. M nane is
Hope Gold Shafer and | amfromthe
2,000 block of Hamlton Street. |
ask that Bill No. 230770 be tabl ed
or wthdrawn. It creates
commerci al zoning overlay. The
current is residential zone from
Vine to Callowhill between 19th and
20th. Specifically, ny concern is
to request the renoval of Section

14-529, Paragraph 6 which permts a
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commercial use rooftop desk. |If
enacted, this would all ow

unpr ecedent ed busi ness concerns
directly next to existing hones
that is not subject to residentia
zone restrictions. This is a

busi ness potentially which would be
i nsul ated fromany concerns of its
nei ghbors regardi ng w despr ead
daily noise, pollution, traffic,
tires, delivery trash renova

di stur bances, parking scarcity and
ot her danmages to the character of
t he nei ghbor hood.

Wiile | amexcited for in
the course, scope and goal of this
project, | welcone the African
American Museum and |ibrary
ext ensi on, increase housing and
comercial growh for our
nei ghbor hood, pl ease consi der that
a proposal that is drawing this
much concern clearly needs to
revi ewed further before enacting

such a significant and inpactful
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change on a qui et nei ghbor hood
enbracing the carefully designed
Par kway buffer zone.

This comercial overlay if
allowed will not give residents a
real critical voice in the changes
that wll strongly inpact our daily
lives in perpetuity. Please
wi t hhold or amend Bill No. 230770.
Thank you for your consideration.
That's the end of ny testinony.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you very much.

WIIl the Cerk please cal
t he next person for public coment.

THE CLERK: Next to speak
for 230770 we have Panel a
Par soni an

M5. PARSONIAN. H. M
name i s Pam Parsonian. Thank you,
Chai rman Johnson and the Rul es
Commttee for the opportunity to
express ny comments. | live in the
Fam |y Court nei ghborhood on 19th

Street and Ham | t on. It would be
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fantastic for our neighborhood to
repurpose the Famly Court buil ding
into a hotel, noving the African
Anerican Museuminto a new hone and
to expand our Library's Children's
Depart nent above ground.

However, |'m opposed to the
30-fl oor residential building
because it will shade our very open
nei ghbor hood wi t h gorgeous sunsets.
It will also could set a precedent
or could set a precedent for nore
skyscrapers and ruin our big sky
feeling. The proposed 360-f oot
building will block Iight and views
for many nei ghbors and | have to
say even ny own honme on the 10th
floor that | purchased for the
south facing views of ny bel oved
Cty of Phil adel phi a.

| also think it may be
visible fromthe Ben Franklin
Par kway, and rui ning what was said
as a gorgeous vista in our

nei ghborhood. But | at this nonent
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can't know that. M. MDowel l
noted | ast week in a Logan Square
Nei ghbor hood Associ ati on neeti ng
that a 600-unit residential

buil ding is being proposed to help
fund this anbitious and | believe
wonder ful project. | understand
that and hunbly suggest nore

| ow-rise buildings and do away wth
that m ddl e park-like area proposed
since we already have nmany | ovely
parks in ny nei ghborhood, including
Logan Circle and the Mtthias

Bal dwi n Park. Thank you so nuch
for listening and all of your work
to keep our City lovely. |'mdone.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Anyone
el se here to comment on these
particular bills today?

THE CLERK: W have one
nore speaker, M. Chair. For
230770, we have M ke Raschi ck.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: M ke,
pl ease state your testinony for the

record and begin your public
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comrent .

MR RASCHICK: H . M nane
is Ral ph M chael Raschick. | live
at 2001 Ham lton Street just north
of the Barnes Institute. | am76
years old, and ny wife and I noved
to Philly three years ago from
Dul uth, Mnnesota to be close to
our daughter and her famly. W
coul d have |l ocated in the suburbs
but | ove Phil adel phia and our
nei ghbor hood adj oi ni ng t he Par kway.
| oppose the proposal -- excuse ne.
| oppose the proposal to allow for
a 35-story residential structure
being built in our neighborhood.

It would distract fromthe
unparal | el ed maj esty and openness
of the Parkway for all Philly
residents. Also, allowing this
change in zoning woul d open our
nei ghbor hood to future high-rises.

In this regard, when we net
with the project devel oper at a

nei ghbor hood neeting | ast week he
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told us that the reason they wanted
a 35-story high-rise to be included
in the project was purely
financial. This justification
opens the door to future
construction of large high-rises in
t he nei ghborhood driven by pure

(i naudi bl e) property notives and
not by what is in the best interest
of Phil adel phians as a community.
Thank you. [|'mfinished.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you very much.

Is there anyone el se here
to comment on the bills put forth
here today?

(No response.)

THE CLERK: M. Chair, |
just want to restate for the
viewi ng public, if that's al
right, just for clarity those who
signed up for 230713, that itemis
being held. So if you signed up
for 230713, that itemis being
hel d. Thank you.
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COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: | f
there are no ot her questions or
comments from nmenbers of the
Commttee and if there is no one
el se here to testify on the bills
brought before us today, | want to
thank all the witnesses for their
participation today. W value your
I nput .

Il nowinvite all panel of
Wi t nesses to please di sconnect from
the neeting before we go into our
public neeting. We will now pause
the proceedings briefly as nultiple
participants | eave the hearing.

Thi s concl udes the hearing
of the Commttee. W will now
convene the neeting to consider the
action to be taken on the bil
before this Commttee today.

WIIl the derk please cal
the roll to take attendance.
Menbers that are in attendance wl|
pl ease indicate that they are

present when their nanes are
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called. Also, please say a few
bri ef words when respondi ng so that
your image w Il be di splayed when
you speak.

THE CLERK: Counci | mnenber
Ci ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Good
afternoon. | am present.

THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
Brian O Neill

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Brian O Neill

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:
Present.

THE CLERK: Counci | mnenber
Kat herine G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Good nor ni ng,
M. Chair. Good norning,
col | eagues. | am present.

THE CLERK: M. Chair, a
guorum of the Conmttee is present.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank

you. We will now go into our
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public neeting.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | woman Ci ndy Bass for a
notion on the anmendnent to Bill No.
230651.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you, M. Chairnman.

| offer an anmendnent to
Bill No. 230651. A copy of the
amendnment has been circulated to
all nmenbers of the Commttee, and |
nove that the anmendnent to Bil
No. 230651 be approved.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Sec - -

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  |I's
there a second?

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON: -- ond.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  The
Chair notes for the record that
Counci | mrenber Kat herine Gl nore
Ri chardson seconds the notion. It
has been noved and properly

seconded that the anmendnent to Bill
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No. 230651 be approved.

Al'l those in favor of the

notion will signify by saying aye.
(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN J OHNSON:
Qpposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: The
ayes have it and the notion carries
and the anmendment to Bill No.
230651 has been approved.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | renber C ndy Bass for a
notion on Bill No. 230651 as
amended.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you, M. Chairman.

I nove that Bill No. 230651
as anended be reported fromthis
Commttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading
of this bill at the next session of

Counci | .
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COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:
Second.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Second.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: The
Chair notes for the record that
Counci | mrenber Brian O Neill seconds
t he noti on.

It has been noved and
properly seconded that Bill No.
230651 as anended be reported from
this Conmttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading
of this bill at the next session of
Counci |

Al'l those in favor of the
notion will signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN J OHNSON:

Opposed?
(No response.)
COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: The

ayes have it and the notion

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Rules
12/ 04/ 2023

109

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

carri es.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Cindy Bass for a
notion on Bill No. 230741.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you, M. Chairnman.

I nove that Bill No. 230741
be reported fromthis Conmttee
with a favorabl e recommendati on and
further nove that the rules of
Counci| be suspended to permt
first reading of this bill at the
next session of Council.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:
Second.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Second.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: The
Chair notes for the record that
Counci | renber Kathy G I nore
Ri chardson seconds the noti on.

It has been noved and
properly seconded that Bill
No. 230741 be reported fromthis

Commttee with a favorabl e
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reconmendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading
of this bill at the next session of
Counci I .

Al'l those in favor of the
nmotion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN J OHNSON:
Opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: The
ayes have it and the notion
carri es.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | renber Cindy Bass for a
notion on Bill No. 230742.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you, M. Chairnan.

I nove that Bill No. 230742
be reported fromthis Commttee
wth a favorabl e recomendati on and
further nove that the rules of
Counci| be suspended to permt

first reading of this bill at the
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next session of Council.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Second.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:
Second.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  The
Chair notes for the record that
Counci | mrenber Kathy G I nore
Ri chardson seconds the notion. It
has been noved and properly
seconded that Bill No. 230742 be
reported fromthis Commttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on and
further nove that the rules of
Counci | be suspended to permt
first reading of this bill at the
next session of Council.

Al'l those in favor of the
notion will signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN J OHNSON:

Opposed?
(No response.)
COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: The

ayes have it and the notion
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carri es.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Cindy Bass for a
notion on the anmendnent to Bil
No. 230764.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you, M. Chairnman.

I nove that the anmendnent
to Bill No. 230764. A copy of the
amendnment has been circulated to
all menbers of the Commttee. And
| nove that the amendment to Bil
No. 230764 be approved.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Second.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: The
Chair notes for the record that
Counci | renber Kathy G| nore
Ri chardson seconds the notion. It
has been noved and properly
seconded that the anmendnent to Bill
No. 230764 be approved.

Al those in favor of the
notion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)
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COUNCI LMAN J OHNSON:
Opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: The
ayes have it and the notion
carries.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber C ndy Bass for a
notion on Bill No. 230764 as
amended.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you, M. Chairnman.

| nove that Bill No. 230764
as anended be reported fromthis
Commttee wwth a favorable
reconmendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading
of this bill at the next session of
Counci | .

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Second.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: The
Chair notes for the record that

Counci | mrenber Kathy G | nore

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Rules
12/ 04/ 2023

114

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

Ri chardson seconds the notion. It
has been noved and properly
seconded that Bill No. 230764 as
anended be reported fromthis
Committee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading
of this bill at the next session of
Counci I .

Al'l those in favor of the
nmotion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN  J OHNSON:
Qpposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: The
ayes have it and the notion
carries.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | renber Cindy Bass for a
notion on the anmendnent to Bil
No. 230770.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank

you, M. Chairnan.
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| offer that an amendnent
to Bill No. 230770 -- | offer an
amendnent to Bill No. 230770. A
copy of the anendnent has been
circulated to all nmenbers of the
Conmttee and | nove that the
amendnent to Bill No. 230770 be
approved.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Second.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  The
Chair notes for the record that

Counci | woman Kat herine G| nore

Ri chardson seconds the noti on. |t

has been noved and properly
seconded the anendnent to Bil
No. 230770 be approved.

All those in favor of the

notion will signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)
COUNCI LMAN J OHNSON:
Opposed?
(No response.)
COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: The

ayes have it and the notion
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carries. The anendnent to 230770
has been approved.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | renber Ci ndy Bass for a
notion on Bill No. 2302770 as
amended.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you, M. Chairnan.

| nmove that Bill No. 230770
as anended be reported fromthis
Conmttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading
of this bill at the next session of
Counci | .

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Second.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  The
Chair notes for the record that
Counci | mrenber Kat herine Gl nore
Ri chardson seconds the notion.

It has been noved and
properly seconded that Bill No.

230770 as anended be reported from
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this Conmttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading
of this bill at the next session of
Counci | .

Al'l those in favor of the
notion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Those
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: The
ayes have it.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | renber Cindy Bass for a
notion on Bill No. 230771

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you, M. Chairnan.

I nove that Bill No. 230771
be reported fromthis Commttee
wth a favorabl e recomendati on and
further nove that the rules of
Counci| be suspended to permt

first reading of this bill at the
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next session of Council.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Second.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: The
Chair notes for the record that
Counci | menber Kat herine Gl nore
Ri chardson seconds the notion. It
has been noved and properly
seconded that Bill No. 230771 be
reported fromthis Conmttee with a
favorabl e reconmendati on and
further nove that the rules of
Counci| be suspended to permt
first reading of this bill at the
next session of Council.

Al'l those in favor of the
notion will signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN J OHNSON:

Qpposed?
(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: The
ayes have it and the notion
carri es.

Chair recogni zes
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Counci | renber C ndy Bass for a
notion on Bill No. 230778.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you, M. Chairnman.

| nove that Bill No. 230778
be reported fromthis Commttee
with a favorable recommendati on and
further nove that the rules of
Counci| be suspended to permt
first reading of this bill at the
next session of Council.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Second.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: The
Chair notes for the record that
Counci | menber Kat herine Gl nore
Ri chardson seconds the notion.

It has been noved and
properly seconded that Bill No.
230778 be reported fromthis
Commttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading

of this bill at the next session of
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Counci I .

Al'l those in favor of the

notion will signify by saying aye.
(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN J OHNSON:
Qpposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: The
ayes have it and the notion
carri es.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | renber C ndy Bass for a
nmotion on Bill No. 230780.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you, M. Chairman.

| nove that Bill No. 230780
be reported fromthis Comrittee
wth a favorabl e recomendati on and
further nove that the rules of
Counci| be suspended to permt
first reading of this bill at the
next session of Council.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Second.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  The
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Chair notes for the record that
Counci | menber Kat herine Gl nore
Ri chardson seconds the notion.

It has been noved and
properly seconded that Bill No.
230780 be reported fromthis
Commttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading
of this bill at the next session of
Counci | .

Al'l those in favor of the
notion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN J OHNSON:
Qpposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  The
ayes have it and the notion
carri es.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | renber Cindy Bass for a
nmotion on Bill No. 230782.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
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you, M. Chairnman.

| nove that Bill No. 230782
be reported fromthis Comrittee
wth a favorabl e recomendati on and
further nove that the rules of
Counci| be suspended to permt
first reading of this bill at the
next session of Council.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:

Second.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Second.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: The
Chair notes for the record that
Counci | mrenber Brian O Neill seconds
t he noti on.

It has been noved and
properly seconded that Bill No.
230782 be reported fromthis
Commttee wwth a favorable
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading
of this bill at the next session of

Counci | .
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Al'l those in favor of the

notion will signify by saying aye.
(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Those
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  The
ayes have it and the notion
carries.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Cindy Bass for a
nmotion on Bill No. 230783.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you, M. Chairman.

| nove that Bill No. 230783
be reported fromthis Conmttee
with a favorabl e recomendati on and
further nove that the rules of
Counci| be suspended to permt
first reading of this bill at the
next session of Council.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Second.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: The

Chair notes for the record that
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Counci | nrenber Kat herine Gl nore
Ri chardson seconds the notion.

It has been noved and
properly seconded that Bill No.
230783 be reported fromthis
Conmttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading
of this bill at the next session of
Counci | .

Al'l those in favor of the
nmotion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Those
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: The
ayes have it and the notion
carries. Before we concl ude,
pl ease let the record reflect that
Bill Nos. 230713 and 230743 are
bei ng held at the request of the
sponsors.

I want to thank everyone
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for taking tinme out of your
schedul e and participating in this
| ast Rul es hearing for the year of
2023. And this wll be ny | ast
opportunity to serve on such a
beautiful, great and critically
i nportant Commttee. So | thank
all of you for your service. Thank
you very much

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you, M. Chairman. Geat job.
G eat job.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Yes. Thank you so
much, M. Chair. W truly
appreci ate your service --

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Yes.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: -- and the service of
your team nenbers as well.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you very nuch.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:
M. Chairman, your service as Chair

and your staff's support of that
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servi ce has been exenplary and
you're to be congratul ated and
recogni zed for it. It's a very
difficult Conmttee and you handl e
it with -- you handled it all four
years and was never any different,
i f you know what | nean.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yeah.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:  Thank
you.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you very much. Thank you and
everyone have a great day.

(Heari ng concl uded at

11:55 a. m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

I, hereby certify that the proceedi ngs
and evidence noted are contained fully and
accurately in the stenographic notes taken by
me in the foregoing nmatter, and that this is a

correct transcript of the sane.

C\bm;m_%___

TANEHA CARROLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of this
transcri pt does not apply to any reproduction
of the sane by any neans, unless under the
di rect control and/or supervision of the

certifying reporter.)
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